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FOREWORD

THERE HAS BEEN a long-felt need for an orderly series of the

Public Papers of the Presidents. A reference work of this type

can be most helpful to scholars and officials of government, to

reporters of current affairs and the events of history.

The general availability of the official text ofPresidential docu-

ments and messages will serve a broader purpose. As part ofthe

expression of democracy, this series can be a vital factor in the

maintenance of our individual freedoms and our institutions of

self-government.

I wish success to the editors of this project, and I am sure their

work through the years will add strength to the ever-growing

traditions of the Republic.

/) L.%J^y C^tZjU-^<A^ aUo^





PREFACE

IN THIS VOLUME are gathered most of the public messages

and statements of the President of the United States that were

released by the White House during the year 1953. A similar

volume, covering the year 1957, was published early in 1958 as

the first of a series. The President's foreword is reprinted from

that volume.

Immediate plans for this series call for the publication of

annual volumes soon after the close of each new calendar year,

and at the same time imdertaking the periodic compilation of

volumes covering previous years. Volumes covering the years

1953 through 1959 are now available.

This series was begun in response to a recommendation of the

National Historical Publications Commission (44 U.S.C. 393).

The Commission's recommendation was incorporated in regula-

tions of the Administrative Committee of the Federal Register

issued under section 6 of the Federal Register Act (44 U.S.C.

306). The Committee's regulations, establishing the series, are

reprinted at page 886 as "Appendix D."

The first extensive compilation of the messages and papers of

the Presidents was assembled by James D. Richardson and pub-

lished under Congressional authority between 1896 and 1899. I^

included Presidential materials from 1789 to 1897. Since then,

there have been various private compilations, but no uniform,

systematic publication comparable to the Congressional Record

or the United States Supreme Court Reports.
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Preface

For many years Presidential Proclamations have been published

in the United States Statutes at Large. The Federal Register Act

in 1935 required that Proclamations, Executive Orders, and some

other official Executive documents be published in the daily

Federal Register; but the greater part of Presidential writings

and utterances still lacked an official medium for either current

publication or periodic compilation. Some of them were inter-

spersed through the issues of the Congressional Record while

others were reported only in the press or were generally available

only in mimeographed White House releases. Under these cir-

cumstances it was difficult to remember, after a lapse of time,

where and in what form even a major pronouncement had been

made.

CONTENT AND ARRANGEMENT

The text of this book is based on Presidential materials issued

during the calendar year 1953 as White House releases and on

transcripts of news conferences. Where available, original source

materials have been used to protect against substantive errors

in transcription. A list of the White House releases from which

final selections were made is published at page 863 as "Appendix

A."

The full text of the President's news conferences is here pub-

lished for the first time. In 1953 direct quotation of the Presi-

dent's replies to queries usually was not authorized by the White

House.

Proclamations, Executive Orders, and similar documents, re-

quired by law to be published in the Federal Register and Code of

Federal Regulations are not repeated. Instead, they are listed

by number and subject under the heading "Appendix B" at

page 879.
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Preface

The President is required by statute to transmit numerous

reports to Congress. Those transmitted during 1953 are listed at

page 885 as "Appendix G."

The items published in this volume are presented in chronolog-

ical order, rather than being grouped in classes. Most needs for

a classified arrangement are met by the subject index. For exam-

ple, a reader interested in veto messages sent to Congress during

1953 ^^^ fi^d them listed in the index under "veto messages."

The dates shown at the end of item headings are White House

release dates. In instances where the date of the document differs

from the release date that fact is shown in brackets immediately

following the heading. Other editorial devices, such as text notes,

footnotes, and cross references, have been held to a minimum.

Remarks or addresses were delivered in Washington, D.C.,

unless otherwise indicated. Similarly, statements, messages, and

letters were issued from the White House in Washington unless

otherwise indicated.

The planning and publication of this series is under the direc-

tion of David C. Eberhart of the Office of the Federal Register.

The editor of the present volume was Warren R. Reid, assisted by

Mildred B. Berry and Robert R. Bolton. Frank H. Mortimer of

the Government Printing Office developed the typography and

design.

Wayne C. Grover
Archivist of the United States

Franklin Floete

Administrator of General Services

October 20, i960

56616—60 2 IX
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I ^ Inaugural Address. January 20^ ig^'^

[ Delivered in person at the Capitol
]

MY FRIENDS, before I begin the expression of those thoughts

that I deem appropriate to this moment, would you permit me
the privilege of uttering a little private prayer of my own. And
I ask that you bow your heads

:

Almighty God, as we stand here at this moment my future

associates in the Executive branch of Government join me in

beseeching that Thou will make full and complete our dedication

to the service of the people in this throng, and their fellow citizens

everywhere.

Give us, we pray, the power to discern clearly right from wrong,

and allow all our words and actions to be governed thereby, and

by the laws of this land. Especially we pray that our concern

shall be for all the people regardless of station, race or calling.

May cooperation be permitted and be the mutual aim of those

who, under the concepts of our Constitution, hold to differing

political faiths; so that all may work for the good of our beloved

country and Thy glory. Amen.

My fellow citizens:

The world and we have passed the midway point of a century

of continuing challenge. We sense with all our faculties that

forces of good and evil are massed and armed and opposed as

rarely before in history.

This fact defines the meaning of this day. We are summoned
by this honored and historic ceremony to witness more than the

act of one citizen swearing his oath of service, in the presence

of God. We are called as a people to give testimony in the sight

of the world to our faith that the future shall belong to the free.

Since this century's beginning, a time of tempest has seemed

to come upon the continents of the earth. Masses of Asia have

awakened to strike off shackles of the past. Great nations of
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Europe have fought their bloodiest wars. Thrones have toppled

and their vast empires have disappeared. New nations have been

bom.

For our own country, it has been a time of recurring trial.

We have grown in power and in responsibility. We have passed

through the anxieties of depression and of war to a summit un-

matched in man's history. Seeking to secure peace in the world,

we have had to fight through the forests of the Argonne to the

shores of Iwo Jima, and to the cold mountains of Korea.

In the swift rush of great events, we find ourselves groping

to know the full sense and meaning of these times in which we
live. In our quest of understanding, we beseech God's guidance.

We summon all our knowledge of the past and we scan all signs

of the future. We bring all our wit and all our will to meet

the question:

How far have we come in man's long pilgrimage from darkness

toward the light? Are we nearing the light—a day of freedom

and of peace for all mankind? Or are the shadows of another

night closing in upon us?

Great as are the preoccupations absorbing us at home, con-

cerned as we are with matters that deeply affect our livelihood

today and our vision of the future, each of these domestic problems

is dwarfed by, and often even created by, this question that

involves all humankind.

This trial comes at a moment when man's power to achieve

good or to inflict evil surpasses the brightest hopes and the sharpest

fears of all ages. We can turn rivers in their courses, level

moimtains to the plains. Oceans and land and sky are avenues

for our colossal commerce. Disease diminishes and life lengthens.

Yet the promise of this life is imperiled by the very genius that

has made it possible. Nations amass wealth. Labor sweats to

create—and turns out devices to level not only mountains but

also cities. Science seems ready to confer upon us, as its final

gift, the power to erase human life from this planet.

At such a time in history, we who are free must proclaim anew
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our faith. This faith is the abiding creed of our fathers. It is our

faith in the deathless dignity of man, governed by eternal moral

and natural laws.

This faith defines our full view of life. It establishes, beyond

debate, those gifts of the Creator that are man's inalienable

rights, and that make all men equal in His sight.

In the light of this equality, we know that the virtues most

cherished by free people—love of truth, pride of work, devotion

to country—all are treasures equally precious in the lives of the

most humble and of the most exalted. The men who mine coal

and fire furnaces, and balance ledgers, and turn lathes, and pick

cotton, and heal the sick and plant corn—all serve as proudly

and as profitably for America as the statesmen who draft treaties

and the legislators who enact laws.

This faith rules our whole way of life. It decrees that we, the

people, elect leaders not to rule but to serve. It asserts that we
have the right to choice of our own work and to the reward of

our own toil. It inspires the initiative that makes our productivity

the wonder of the world. And it warns that any man who seeks

to deny equality among all his brothers betrays the spirit of the

free and invites the mockery of the tyrant.

It is because we, all of us, hold to these principles that the

political changes accomplished this day do not imply turbulence,

upheaval or disorder. Rather this change expresses a purpose of

strengthening our dedication and devotion to the precepts of our

founding documents, a conscious renewal of faith in our country

and in the watchfulness of a Divine Providence.

The enemies of this faith know no god but force, no devotion

but its use. They tutor men in treason. They feed upon the

hunger of others. Whatever defies them, they torture, especially

the truth.

Here, then, is joined no argument between slightly differing

philosophies. This conflict strikes directly at the faith of our

fathers and the lives of our sons. No principle or treasure that we
hold, from the spiritual knowledge of our free schools and
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churches to the creative magic of free labor and capital, nothing

lies safely beyond the reach of this struggle.

Freedom is pitted against slavery; lightness against the dark.

The faith we hold belongs not to us alone but to the free of

all the world. This common bond binds the grower of rice in

Burma and the planter of wheat in Iowa, the shepherd in southern

Italy and the mountaineer in the Andes. It confers a common
dignity upon the French soldier who dies in Indo-China, the

British soldier killed in Malaya, the American life given in Korea.

We know, beyond this, that we are linked to all free peoples

not merely by a noble idea but by a simple need. No free people

can for long cling to any privilege or enjoy any safety in economic

solitude. For all our own material might, even we need markets

in the world for the surpluses of our farms and our factories.

Equally, we need for these same farms and factories vital materials

and products of distant lands. This basic law of interdependence,

so manifest in the commerce of peace, applies with thousand-fold

intensity in the event of war.

So we are persuaded by necessity and by belief that the strength

of all free peoples lies in unity; their danger, in discord.

To produce this unity, to meet the challenge of our time, destiny

has laid upon our country the responsibility of the free world's

leadership.

So it is proper that we assure our friends once again that, in

the discharge of this responsibility, we Americans know and we
observe the difference between world leadership and imperialism;

between firmness and truculence; between a thoughtfully calcu-

lated goal and spasmodic reaction to the stimulus of emergencies.

We wish our friends the world over to know this above all: we
face the threat—^not with dread and confusion—but with con-

fidence and conviction.

We feel this moral strength because we know that we are not

helpless prisoners of history. We are free men. We shall remain

free, never to be proven guilty of the one capital offense against

freedom, a lack of stanch faith.
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In pleading our just cause before the bar of history and in

pressing our labor for world peace, we shall be guided by certain

fixed principles. These principles are

:

1

.

Abhorring war as a chosen way to balk the purposes of those

who threaten us, we hold it to be the first task of statesmanship

to develop the strength that will deter the forces of aggression

and promote the conditions of peace. For, as it must be the

supreme purpose of all free men, so it must be the dedication of

their leaders, to save humanity from preying upon itself.

In the light of this principle, we stand ready to engage with

any and all others in joint effort to remove the causes of mutual

fear and distrust among nations, so as to make possible drastic

reduction of armaments. The sole requisites for undertaking

such effort are that—in their purpose—they be aimed logically

and honestly toward secure peace for all; and that—in their

result—they provide methods by which every participating nation

will prove good faith in carrying out its pledge.

2. Realizing that common sense and common decency alike

dictate the futility of appeasement, we shall never try to placate

an aggressor by the false and wicked bargain of trading honor for

security. Americans, indeed, all free men, remember that in the

final choice a soldier's pack is not so heavy a burden as a

prisoner's chains.

3. Knowing that only a United States that is strong and im-

mensely productive can help defend freedom in our world, we
view our Nation's strength and security as a trust upon which

rests the hope of free men everywhere. It is the firm duty of each

of our free citizens and of every free citizen everywhere to place

the cause of his country before the comfort, the convenience of

himself.

4. Honoring the identity and the special heritage of each

nation in the world, we shall never use our strength to try to

impress upon another people our own cherished political and

economic institutions.

5. Assessing realistically the needs and capacities of proven
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friends of freedom, we shall strive to help them to achieve their

own security and well-being. Likewise, we shall count upon them
to assume, within the limits of their resources, their full and just

burdens in the common defense of freedom.

6. Recognizing economic health as an indispensable basis of

military strength and the free world's peace, we shall strive to

foster everywhere, and to practice ourselves, policies that en-

courage productivity and profitable trade. For the impoverish-

ment of any single people in the world means danger to the

well-being of all other peoples.

7. Appreciating that economic need, military security and

political wisdom combine to suggest regional groupings of free

peoples, we hope, within the framework of the United Nations,

to help strengthen such special bonds the world over. The nature

of these ties must vary with the different problems of different

areas.

In the Western Hemisphere, we enthusiastically join with all

our neighbors in the work of perfecting a community of fratemal

trust and common purpose.

In Europe, we ask that enlightened and inspired leaders of the

Western nations strive with renewed vigor to make the unity of

their peoples a reality. Only as free Europe unitedly marshals

its strength can it effectively safeguard, even with our help, its

spiritual and cultural heritage.

8. Conceiving the defense of freedom, like freedom itself, to

be one and indivisible, we hold all continents and peoples in equal

regard and honor. We reject any insinuation that one race or

another, one people or another, is in any sense inferior or

expendable.

9. Respecting the United Nations as the living sign of all

people's hope for peace, we shall strive to make it not merely an

eloquent symbol but an effective force. And in our quest for an

honorable peace, we shall neither compromise, nor tire, nor ever

cease.

By these rules of conduct, we hope to be known to all peoples.
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By their observance, an earth of peace may become not a vision

but a fact.

This hope—^this supreme aspiration—^must rule the way we
live.

We must be ready to dare all for our country. For history does

not long entrust the care of freedom to the weak or the timid.

We must acquire proficiency in defense and display stamina in

purpose.

We must be willing, individually and as a Nation, to accept

whatever sacrifices may be required of us. A people that values

its privileges above its principles soon loses both.

These basic precepts are not lofty abstractions, far removed
from matters of daily living. They are laws of spiritual strength

that generate and define our material strength. Patriotism means

equipped forces and a prepared citizenry. Moral stamina means
more energy and more productivity, on the farm and in the

factory. Love of liberty means the guarding of every resource

that makes freedom possible—from the sanctity of our families

and the wealth of our soil to the genius of our scientists.

And so each citizen plays an indispensable role. The produc-

tivity of our heads, our hands and our hearts is the source of all

the strength we can command, for both the enrichment of our

lives and the winning of the peace.

No person, no home, no community can be beyond the reach of

this call. We are summoned to act in wisdom and in conscience,

to work with industry, to teach with persuasion, to preach with

conviction, to weigh our every deed with care and with compas-
sion. For this truth must be clear before us: whatever America
hopes to bring to pass in the world must first come to pass in the

heart of America.

The peace we seek, then, is nothing less than the practice and
fulfillment of our whole faith among ourselves and in our deal-

ings with others. This signifies more than the stilling of guns,

easing the sorrow of war. More than escape from death, it is

a way of life. More than a haven for the weary, it is a hope for

the brave.
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This is the hope that beckons us onward in this century of

trial. This is the work that awaits us all, to be done with bravery,

with charity, and with prayer to Almighty God.

My citizens—I thank you.

note: This text follows the White east front of the Capitol. Immedi-

House release of the address. The ately before the address the oath of

President spoke from a platform office was administered by Chief

erected on the steps of the central Justice Fred M. Vinson.

2 H Statement by the President on Establishing

the President's Committee on International

Information Activities. January 26, 1953

IT HAS LONG BEEN my conviction that a unified and dynamic

effort in this field is essential to the security of the United States

and of the other peoples in the community of free nations. All

executive departments and agencies of the Federal Government

are authorized and directed, as a matter of common concern, to

cooperate with the Committee in its work.

The establishment of this Committee and the scope of its

inquiry were discussed at the Cabinet meeting last Friday morn-

ing and received full and complete support.

The Committee's final report and recommendations are to be

in my hands not later than June 30.

note: The White House release of Security; Gordon Gray; Barklie Mc-

which this statement was a part an- Kee Henry; and John C. Hughes,

nounced that the President had ap- Abbott Washburn was named Exec-

pointed the following Committee utive Secretary On Februa^^ 19,

members: William H. Jackson,
1 953, Roger M. Kyes, Deputy Secre-

, . ^ , -,
, A , . . tary of Defense, was also appointed.

Chairman; Robert Cutler, Admims- ^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ Committee's
trative Assistant to the President;

final report was released by the White
C. D. Jackson, representing the Sec- House on July 8, 1953. See footnote

retary of State; Sigurd Larmon, rep- to news conference of that date, p.

resenting the Director for Mutual 472.
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3 ^ Letter to the President of the American

National Red Cross Accepting the Position of

Honorary Chairman. January 29, 1953

[ Released January 29, 1953. Dated January 24, 1953 ]

Dear Mr. Harriman:

Thank you for your courteous note of January 9th informing

me that, under the By-laws of the American Red Cross, and by

tradition, the President of the United States, upon his acceptance,

becomes Honorary Chairman of the organization.

In all humility and fully conscious of the great importance of

the American National Red Cross in our national community, I

accept this position. To the extent that my official responsibilities

permit, I shall stand ready to assist you, the other officers and

members of the Red Cross in carrying on the great work of this

important body.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Mr. E. Roland Harriman

President

The American National Red Cross

Washington I3,D.C.

4 §[ Memorandum on the Red Gross Campaign.

January 29, 1953

To the Heads of Executive Departments^ Commissions and

Agencies:

The American Red Cross is symbolic of the deep concern of our

Nation for human welfare—of the fact that the American way
of life places human values above materialism. Because I sub-

scribe so thoroughly to these principles, it is most appropriate
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that one of my first acts in assuming the great responsibilities of

this office is to set in motion machinery for the 1953 Red Cross

Fund Campaign.

The work of the Red Cross is well known to all of you. But

perhaps you are not aware how the Red Cross continues its vital

services to the Armed Forces, veterans and their families through

a world-wide network of communication and help, at military

installations, with field units, at home through the local chapters

and in service and veterans' hospitals. The Red Cross collects

blood to meet the urgent needs of the wounded and the many
military emergencies in all combat and hospital areas.

In addition, the Red Cross has been asked to enlarge its activi-

ties in the coming year in two important areas: First, to provide

additional recreation facilities for our troops overseas, and, second,

to expand greatly the National Blood Program to obtain plasma

for making a serum to protect children against the paralyzing

effects of polio. The result is an inevitable enlargement of the

Red Cross budget, and higher quotas for its 1953 Fund Campaign.

The success of the Red Cross campaign in the metropolitan

area of Washington depends to a great extent on the gifts of

those working in the various local, Federal and International

agencies. To lead the campaign as Chairman of the Govern-

ment Unit, I have designated the Honorable William McChesney
Martin, Jr., Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal

Reserve System. I urge every one to pledge to Mr. Martin his

unqualified assistance. Will you also kindly request your several

field offices to cooperate earnestly in the fund campaign of their

respective local Red Cross chapters.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

10
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5 ^ Remarks Recorded for theAmerican Legion

"Back to God" Program. February i , 1 953

MY GRATEFUL THANKS go out to each of you for your

prayers, because your prayers for divine guidance on my behalf

are the greatest gift you could possibly bring to me.

As your prayers come from your hearts, so there comes from

mine a very earnest one—that all of us by our combined dedica-

tion and devotion may merit the great blessings that The
Almighty has brought to this land of ours.

We think often of these blessings in terms of material values

—

of broad acres, our great factories—all of those things which

make a life a more convenient and finer thing in the material

sense. But when we think about the matter very deeply, we
know that the blessings that we are really thankful for are a

different type. They are what our forefathers called our rights

—

our human rights—the right to worship as we please, to speak and
to think, and to earn, and to save. Those are the rights that we
must strive so mightily to merit.

One reason that we cherish these rights so sincerely is because

they are God-given. They belong to the people who have been

created in His image.

Now this means as a very special and second reason for cherish-

ing these rights, that they belong to the lowliest amongst us as

well as to the mightiest and the highest. That is the genius of

our democracy. It is the very basis of the cause for which so many
of our fellow citizens have died.

Today we are especially inspired in our resolution to defend

those rights by the memory of the four Chaplains who met death

—

bravely, quietly, even tranquilly—^in the sinking of the Dorchester.

They gave their lives without complaint, so that their fellow

citizens could live.

As we think of their sacrifice, and that of our heroic fellow

citizens serving in Korea, we are inspired to take up our own

II
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burdens more cheerfully; we are moved to show by greater cour-

age, by patience and mutual understanding—by better citizen-

ship—that we are worthy members of this great American family

of free, God-fearing people.

NOTE : The President's remarks were sion program broadcast from New
part of an American Legion televi- York City at i : 40 p.m.

6 ^ Annual Message to the Congress on the State

of the Union. February 2, 1953

[Delivered in person before a joint session]

Mr. President^ Mr. Speaker, Members of the Eighty-third

Congress:

I welcome the honor of appearing before you to deliver my
first message to the Congress.

It is manifestly the joint purpose of the congressional leadership

and of this administration to justify the summons to governmental

responsibility issued last November by the American people.

The grand labors of this leadership will involve

:

Application of America's influence in world affairs with such

fortitude and such foresight that it will deter aggression and

eventually secure peace;

Establishment of a national administration of such integrity and

such efficiency that its honor at home will ensure respect abroad;

Encouragement of those incentives that inspire creative initia-

tive in our economy, so that its productivity may fortify freedom

everywhere; and

Dedication to the well-being of all our citizens and to the attain-

ment of equality of opportunity for all, so that our Nation will

ever act with the strength of unity in every task to which it

is called.

The purpose of this message is to suggest certain lines along

which our joint efforts may immediately be directed toward reali-

zation of these four ruling purposes.
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The time that this administration has been in office has been
too brief to permit preparation of a detailed and comprehensive

program of recommended action to cover all phases of the re-

sponsibilities that devolve upon our country's new leaders. Such
a program will be filled out in the weeks ahead as, after appro-

priate study, I shall submit additional recommendations for

your consideration. Today can provide only a sure and substantial

beginning.

n.

Our country has come through a painful period of trial and
disillusionment since the victory of 1 945. We anticipated a world

of peace and cooperation. The calculated pressures of aggressive

communism have forced us, instead, to live in a world of turmoil.

From this costly experience we have learned one clear lesson.

We have learned that the free world cannot indefinitely remain
in a posture of paralyzed tension, leaving forever to the aggressor

the choice of time and place and means to cause greatest hurt to

us at least cost to himself.

This administration has, therefore, begun the definition of a

new, positive foreign policy. This policy will be governed by
certain fixed ideas. They are these

:

( 1 ) Our foreign policy must be clear, consistent, and confident.

This means that it must be the product of genuine, continuous

cooperation between the executive and the legislative branches

of this Government. It must be developed and directed in the

spirit of true bipartisanship.

(2) The policy we embrace must be a coherent global poHcy.

The freedom we cherish and defend in Europe and in the

Americas is no different from the freedom that is imperiled in

Asia.

( 3 ) Our policy, dedicated to making the free world secure, will

envision all peaceful methods and devices—except breaking faith

with our friends. We shall never acquiesce in the enslavement

of any people in order to purchase fancied gain for ourselves. I

13
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shall ask the Congress at a later date to join in an appropriate

resolution making clear that this Government recognizes no kind

of commitment contained in secret imderstandings of the past

with foreign governments which permit this kind of enslavement.

(4) The policy we pursue will recognize the truth that no

single country, even one so powerful as ours, can alone defend

the liberty of all nations threatened by Communist aggression

from without or subversion within. Mutual security means effec-

tive mutual cooperation. For the United States, this means that,

as a matter of common sense and national interest, we shall give

help to other nations in the measure that they strive earnestly to

do their full share of the common task. No wealth of aid could

compensate for poverty of spirit. The heart of every free nation

must be honestly dedicated to the preserving of its own inde-

pendence and security.

(5 ) Our poKcy will be designed to foster the advent of practi-

cal unity in Western Europe. The nations of that region have

contributed notably to the effort of sustaining the security of the

free world. From the jungles of Indochina and Malaya to the

northern shores of Europe, they have vastly improved their de-

fensive strength. Where called upon to do so, they have made
costly and bitter sacrifices to hold the line of freedom.

But the problem of security demands closer cooperation among
the nations of Europe than has been known to date. Only a more

closely integrated economic and political system can provide the

greatly increased economic strength needed to maintain both

necessary military readiness and respectable living standards.

Europe's enlightened leaders have long been aware of these

facts. All the devoted work that has gone into the Schuman

plan, the European Army, and the Strasbourg Conference has

testified to their vision and determination. These achievements

are the more remarkable when we realize that each of them has

marked a victory—for France and for Germany alike—over the

divisions that in the past have brought such tragedy to these two

great nations and to the world.
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The needed unity of Western Europe manifestly cannot be

manufactured from without; it can only be created from within.

But it is right and necessary that we encourage Europe's leaders

by informing them of the high value we place upon the earnest-

ness of their efforts toward this goal. Real progress will be con-

clusive evidence to the American people that our material sacri-

fices in the cause of collective security are matched by essential

political, economic, and military accomplishments in Western

Europe.

(6) Our foreign policy will recognize the importance of

profitable and equitable world trade.

A substantial beginning can and should be made by our friends

themselves. Europe, for example, is now marked by checkered

areas of labor surplus and labor shortage, of agricultural areas

needing machines and industrial areas needing food. Here and

elsewhere we can hope that our friends will take the initiative in

creating broader markets and more dependable currencies, to

allow greater exchange of goods and services among themselves.

Action along these lines can create an economic environment

that will invite vital help from us.

This help includes

:

First: Revising our customs regulations to remove procedural

obstacles to profitable trade. I further recommend that the

Congress take the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act under im-

mediate study and extend it by appropriate legislation. This ob-

jective must not ignore legitimate safeguarding of domestic in-

dustries, agriculture, and labor standards. In all executive study

and recommendations on this problem labor and management
and farmers alike will be earnestly consulted.

Second : Doing whatever Government properly can to encour-

age the flow of private American investment abroad. This in-

volves, as a serious and explicit purpose of our foreign policy,

the encouragement of a hospitable climate for such investment in

foreign nations.

Third : Availing ourselves of facilities overseas for the economi-
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cal production of manufactured articles which are needed for

mutual defense and which are not seriously competitive with our

own normal peacetime production.

Fourth : Receiving from the rest of the world, in equitable ex-

change for what we supply, greater amounts of important raw

materials which we do not ourselves possess in adequate quantities.

m.

In this general discussion of our foreign policy, I must make
special mention of thewar in Korea.

This war is, for Americans, the most painful phase of Commu-
nist aggression throughout the world. It is clearly a part of the

same calculated assault that the aggressor is simultaneously press-

ing in Indochina and in Malaya, and of the strategic situation

that manifestly embraces the island of Formosa and the Chinese

Nationalist forces there. The working out of any military solution

to the Korean war will inevitably affect all these areas.

The administration is giving immediate increased attention to

the development of additional Republic of Korea forces. The

citizens of that country have proved their capacity as fighting

men and their eagerness to take a greater share in the defense of

their homeland. Organization, equipment, and training will

allow them to do so. Increased assistance to Korea for this

purpose conforms fully to our global policies.

In June 1950, following the aggressive attack on the Republic

of Korea, the United States Seventh Fleet was instructed both

to prevent attack upon Formosa and also to insure that Formosa

should not be used as a base of operations against the Chinese

Communist mainland.

This has meant, in effect, that the United States Navy was

required to serve as a defensive arm of Communist China.

Regardless of the situation in 1950, since the date of that order

the Chinese Communists have invaded Korea to attack the United

Nations forces there. They have consistently rejected the pro-

posals of the United Nations Command for an armistice. They
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recently joined with Soviet Russia in rejecting the armistice pro-

posal sponsored in the United Nations by the Government of

India. This proposal had been accepted by the United States

and 53 other nations.

Consequently there is no longer any logic or sense in a condition

that required the United States Navy to assume defensive responsi-

bilities on behalf of the Chinese Communists, thus permitting

those Communists, with greater impunity, to kill our soldiers and

those of our United Nations allies in Korea.

I am, therefore, issuing instructions that the Seventh Fleet no

longer be employed to shield Communist China. This order

implies no aggressive intent on our part. But we certainly have

no obligation to protect a nation fighting us in Korea.

IV.

Our labor for peace in Korea and in the world imperatively

demands the maintenance by the United States of a strong fight-

ing service ready for any contingency.

Our problem is to achieve adequate military strength within

the limits of endurable strain upon our economy. To amass mili-

tary power without regard to our economic capacity would be

to defend ourselves against one kind of disaster by inviting

another.

Both military and economic objectives demand a single national

military policy, proper coordination of our armed services, and

effective consolidation of certain logistics activities.

We must eliminate waste and duplication of effort in the armed
services.

We must realize clearly that size alone is not sufficient. The
biggest force is not necessarily the best—and we want the best.

We must not let traditions or habits of the past stand in the way
of developing an efficient military force. All members of our

forces must be ever mindful that they serve under a single flag and

for a single cause.

We must effectively integrate our armament programs and
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plan them in such careful relation to our industrial facilities that

we assure the best use of our manpower and our materials.

Because of the complex technical nature of our military organi-

zation and because of the security reasons involved, the Secretary

of Defense must take the initiative and assume the responsibility

for developing plans to give our Nation maximum safety at mini-

mum cost. Accordingly, the new Secretary of Defense apd his

civilian and military associates will, in the future, recommend
such changes in present laws affecting our defense activities as

may be necessary to clarify responsibilities and improve the total

effectiveness of our defense effort.

This effort must always conform to policies laid down in the

National Security Council.

The statutory function of the National Security Council is to

assist the President in the formulation and coordination of sig-

nificant domestic, foreign, and military policies required for the

security of the Nation. In these days of tension it is essential

that this central body have the vitality to perform effectively its

statutory role. I propose to see that it does so.

Careful formulation of policies must be followed by clear

understanding of them by all peoples. A related need, therefore,

is to make more effective all activities of the Government related

to international information.

I have recently appointed a committee of representative and

informed citizens to survey this subject and to make recommenda-
tions in the near future for legislative, administrative, or other

action.

A imified and dynamic effort in this whole field is essential to

the security of the United States and of the other peoples in the

community of free nations. There is but one sure way to avoid

total war—and that is to win the cold war.

While retaliatory power is one strong deterrent to a would-be

aggressor, another powerful deterrent is defensive power. No
enemy is likely to attempt an attack foredoomed to failure.

Because the building of a completely impenetrable defense
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against attack is still not possible, total defensive strength must

include civil defense preparedness. Because we have incontro-

vertible evidence that Soviet Russia possesses atomic weapons,

this kind of protection becomes sheer necessity.

Civil defense responsibilities primarily belong to the State and

local governments—recruiting, training, and organizing volun-

teers to meet any emergency. The inmiediate job of the Federal

Government is to provide leadership, to supply technical guid-

ance, and to continue to strengthen its civil defense stockpile of

medical, engineering, and related supplies and equipment. This

work must go forward without lag.

V.

I have referred to the inescapable need for economic health

and strength if we are to maintain adequate military power and

exert influential leadership for peace in the world.

Our immediate task is to chart a fiscal and economic policy

that can:

( 1
) Reduce the planned deficits and then balance the budget,

which means, among other things, reducing Federal expenditures

to the safe minimum;

( 2 ) Meet the huge costs of our defense

;

(3 ) Properly handle the burden of our inheritance of debt and

obligations;

(4 ) Check the menace of inflation

;

(5) Work toward the earliest possible reduction of the tax

burden;

(6) Make constructive plans to encourage the initiative of our

citizens.

It is important that all of us understand that this administra-

tion does not and cannot begin its task with a clean slate. Much
already has been written on the record, beyond our power quickly

to erase or to amend. This record includes our inherited burden

of indebtedness and obligations and deficits.

The current year's budget, as you know, carries a 5.9 billion
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dollar deficit; and the budget, which was presented to you before

this administration took office, indicates a budgetary deficit of 9.9

billion for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1954. The national

debt is now more than 265 billion dollars. In addition, the ac-

cumulated obligational authority of the Federal Government for

future payment totals over 80 billion dollars. Even this amount

is exclusive of large contingent liabilities, so numerous and exten-

sive as to be almost beyond description.

The bills for the payment of nearly all of the 80 biUion dollars

of obligations will be presented during the next 4 years. These

bills, added to the current costs of government we must meet,

make a formidable burden.

The present authorized Government-debt limit is 275 billion

dollars. The forecast presented by the outgoing administra-

tion with the fiscal year 1954 budget indicates that—^before the

end of the fiscal year and at the peak of demand for payments

during the year—the total Government debt may approach and

even exceed that limit. Unless budgeted deficits are checked,

the momentum of past programs will force an increase of the

statutory debt limit.

Permit me this one understatement: to meet and to correct

this situation will not be easy.

Permit me this one assurance: every department head and I

are determined to do everything we can to resolve it.

The first order of business is the elimination of the annual

deficit. This cannot be achieved merely by exhortation. It de-

mands the concerted action of all those in responsible positions

in the Government and the eamest cooperation of the Congress.

Already, we have begun an examination of the appropriations

and expenditures of all departments in an effort to find significant

items that may be decreased or canceled without damage to our

essential requirements.

Getting control of the budget requires also that State and local

governments and interested groups of citizens restrain themselves

in their demands upon the Congress that the Federal Treasury
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spend more and more money for all types of projects.

A balanced budget is an essential first measure in checking

further depreciation in the buying power of the dollar. This is

one of the critical steps to be taken to bring an end to planned

inflation. Our purpose is to manage the Government's finances

so as to help and not hinder each family in balancing its own

budget.

Reduction of taxes will be justified only as we show we can

succeed in bringing the budget under control. As the budget is

balanced and inflation checked, the tax burden that today stifles

initiative can and must be eased.

Until we can determine the extent to which expenditures can

be reduced, it would not be wise to reduce our revenues.

Meanwhile, the tax structure as a whole demands review. The
Secretary of the Treasury is undertaking this study immediately.

We must develop a system of taxation which will impose the least

possible obstacle to the dynamic growth of the country. This

includes particularly real opportunity for the growth of small

businesses. Many readjustments in existing taxes will be necessary

to serve these objectives and also to remove existing inequities.

Clarification and simplification in the tax laws as well as the regu-

lations will be undertaken.

In the entire area of fiscal policy—^which must, in its various

aspects, be treated in recommendations to the Congress in coming

weeks—there can now be stated certain basic facts and principles.

First. It is axiomatic that our economy is a highly complex

and sensitive mechanism. Hasty and ill-considered action of any

kind could seriously upset the subtle equation that encompasses

debts, obligations, expenditures, defense demands, deficits, taxes,

and the general economic health of the Nation. Our goals can

be clear, our start toward them can be immediate—but action

must be gradual.

Second. It is ckar that too great a part of the national debt

comes due in too short a time. The Department of the Treasury

will undertake at suitable times a program of extending part of
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the debt over longer periods and gradually placing greater

amounts in the hands of longer-term investors.

Third. Past differences in policy between the Treasury and the

Federal Reserve Board have helped to encourage inflation.

Henceforth, I expect that their single purpose shall be to serve

the whole Nation by policies designed to stabilize the economy

and encourage the free play of our people's genius for individual

initiative.

In encouraging this initiative, no single item in our current

problems has received more thoughtful consideration by my as-

sociates, and by themany individuals called into our counsels, than

the matter of price and wage control by law.

The great economic strength of our democracy has developed

in an atmosphere of freedom. The character of our people re-

sists artificial and arbitrary controls of any kind. Direct controls,

except those on credit, deal not with the real causes of inflation

but only with its symptoms. In times of national emergency, this

kind of control has a role to play. Our whole system, however,

is based upon the assumption that, normally, we should combat

wide fluctuations in our price structure by relying largely on the

effective use of sound fiscal and monetary policy, and upon the

natural workings of economic law.

Moreover, American labor and American business can best

resolve their wage problems across the bargaining table. Govern-

ment should refrain from sitting in with them unless, in extreme

cases, the public welfare requires protection.

We are, of course, living in an international situation that is

neither an emergency demanding full mobilization, nor is it peace.

No one can know how long this condition will persist. Conse-

quently, we are forced to learn many new things as we go along

—

clinging to what works, discarding what does not.

In all our current discussions on these and related facts, the

weight of evidence is clearly against the use of controls in their

present forms. They have proved largely unsatisfactory or un-

workable. They have not prevented inflation ; they have not kept
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down the cost of living. Dissatisfaction with them is wholly justi-

fied. I am convinced that now—as well as in the long run—^free

and competitive prices will best serve the interests of all the people,

and best meet the changing, growing needs of our economy.

Accordingly, I do not intend to ask for a renewal of the present

wage and price controls on April 30, 1953, when present legisla-

tion expires. In the meantime, steps will be taken to eliminate

controls in an orderly manner, and to terminate special agencies

no longer needed for this purpose. It is obviously to be expected

that the removal of these controls will result in individual price

changes—^some up, some down. But a maximum of freedom in

market prices as well as in collective bargaining is characteristic

of a truly free people.

I believe also that material and product controls should be

ended, except with respect to defense priorities and scarce and

critical items essential for our defense. I shall recommend to the

Congress that legislation be enacted to continue authority for

such remaining controls of this type as will be necessary after the

expiration of the existing statute on June 30, 1953.

I recommend the continuance of the authority for Federal con-

trol over rents in those communities in which serious housing

shortages exist. These are chiefly the so-called defense areas.

In these and all areas the Federal Government should withdraw

from the control of rents as soon as practicable. But before they

are removed entirely, each legislature should have full opportunity

to take over, within its own State, responsibility for this function.

It would be idle to pretend that all our problems in this whole

field of prices will solve themselves by mere Federal withdrawal

from direct controls.

We shall have to watch trends closely. If the freer fimction-

ing of our economic system, as well as the indirect controls which

can be appropriately employed, prove insufiicient during this

period of strain and tension, I shall promptly ask the Congress to

enact such legislation as may be required.

In facing all these problems—^wages, prices, production, tax
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rates, fiscal policy, deficits—everywhere we remain constantly

mindful that the time for sacrifice has not ended. But we are

concerned with the encouragement of competitive enterprise and

individual initiative precisely because we know them to be our

Nation's abiding sources of strength.

VI.

Our vast world responsibility accents with urgency our people's

elemental right to a government whose clear qualities are loyalty,

security, efficiency, economy, and integrity.

The safety of America and the trust of the people alike demand
that the personnel of the Federal Government be loyal in their

motives and reliable in the discharge of their duties. Only a

combination of both loyalty and reliability promises genuine

security.

To state this principle is easy; to apply it can be difficult. But

this security we must and shall have. By way of example, all

principal new appointees to departments and agencies have been

investigated at their own request by the Federal Bureau of

Investigation.

Confident of your tmderstanding and cooperation, I know that

the primary responsibility for keeping out the disloyal and the

dangerous rests squarely upon the executive branch. When this

branch so conducts itself as to require policing by another branch

of the Government, it invites its own disorder and confusion.

I am determined to meet this responsibility of the Executive.

The heads of all executive departments and agencies have been

instructed to initiate at once effective programs of security with

respect to their personnel. The Attorney General will advise and

guide the departments and agencies in the shaping of these pro-

grams, designed at once to govern the employment of new per-

sonnel and to review speedily any derogatory information con-

cerning incumbent personnel.

To carry out these programs, I believe that the powers of the

executive branch under existing law are sufficient. If they
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should prove inadequate, the necessary legislation will be

requested.

These programs will be both fair to the rights of the individual

and effective for the safety of the Nation. They will, with care

and justice, apply the basic principle that public employment is

not a right but a privilege.

All these measures have two clear purposes : Their first purpose

is to make certain that this Nation's security is not jeopardized

by false servants. Their second purpose is to clear the atmos-

phere of that unreasoned suspicion that accepts rumor and gossip

as substitutes for evidence.

Our people, of course, deserve and demand of their Federal

Government more than security of personnel. They demand,
also, efficient and logical organization, true to constitutional

principles.

I have already estabUshed a Committee on Government Or-
ganization. The Committee is using as its point of departure the

reports of the Hoover Commission and subsequent studies by
several independent agencies. To achieve the greater efficiency

and economy which the Committee analyses show to be possible,

I ask the Congress to extend the present Govemment Reorgani-
zation Act for a period of i8 months or 2 years beyond its expira-

tion date of April i, 1953.

There is more involved here than realining the wheels and
smoothing the gears of administrative machinery. The Con-
gress rightfully expects the Executive to take the initiative in dis-

covering and removing outmoded functions and eliminating

duplication.

One agency, for example, whose head has promised early and
vigorous action to provide greater efficiency is the Post Office.

One of the oldest institutions of our Federal Govemment, its serv-

ice should be of the best. Its employees should merit and receive

the high regard and esteem of the citizens of the Nation. There
are today in some areas of the postal service, both waste and in-

competence to be corrected. With the cooperation of the Con-
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gress, and taking advantage of its accumulated experience in

postal affairs, the Postmaster General will institute a program
directed at improving service while at the same time reducing

costs and decreasing deficits.

In all departments, dedication to these basic precepts of security

and efficiency, integrity, and economy can and will produce an

administration deserving of the trust the people have placed in it.

Our people have demanded nothing less than good, efficient

government. They shall get nothing less.

vn.

Vitally important are the water and minerals, public lands and
standing timber, forage and wildlife of this country. A fast-grow-

ing population will have vast future needs in these resources. We
must more than match the substantial achievements in the half-

century since President Theodore Roosevelt awakened the Nation

to the problem of conservation.

This calls for a strong Federal program in the field of resource

development. Its major projects should be timed, where possi-

ble to assist in leveling off peaks and valleys in our economic life.

Soundly planned projects already initiated should be carried out.

New ones will be planned for the future.

The best natural resources program for America will not result

from exclusive dependence on Federal bureaucracy. It will in-

volve a partnership of the States and local communities, private

citizens, and the Federal Government, all working together. This

combined effort will advance the development of the great river

valleys of our Nation and the power that they can generate. Like-

wise, such a partnership can be effective in the expansion through-

out the Nation of upstream storage ; the sound use of public lands
;

the wise conservation of minerals; and the sustained yield of our

forests.

There has been much criticism, some of it apparently justified,

of the confusion resulting from overlapping Federal activities in

the entire field of resource-conservation. This matter is being ex-
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haustively studied and appropriate reorganization plans will be

developed.

Most of these particular resource problems pertain to the De-

partment of the Interior. Another of its major concerns is our

country's island possessions. Here, one matter deserves attention.

The platforms of both political parties promised immediate state-

hood to Hawaii. The people of that Territory have earned that

status. Statehood should be granted promptly with the first elec-

tion scheduled for 1954.

vm.

One of the difficult problems which face the new administra-

tion is that of the slow, irregular decline of farm prices. This

decline, which has been going on for almost 2 years, has occurred

at a time when most nonfarm prices and farm costs of production

are extraordinarily high.

Present agricultural legislation provides for the mandatory sup-

port of the prices of basic farm commodities at 90 percent of

parity. The Secretary of Agriculture and his associates will, of

course, execute the present act faithfully and thereby seek to

mitigate the consequences of the downturn in farm income.

This price-support legislation will expire at the end of 1954.

So we should begin now to consider what farm legislation we
should develop for 1955 and beyond. Our aim should be eco-

nomic stability and full parity of income for American farmers.

But we must seek this goal in ways that minimize governmental

interference in the farmers' affairs, that permit desirable shifts

in production, and that encourage farmers themselves to use initia-

tive in meeting changing economic conditions.

A continuing study reveals nothing more emphatically than the

complicated nature of this subject. Among other things, it shows

that the prosperity of our agriculture depends directly upon the

prosperity of the whole country—upon the purchasing power of

American consumers. It depends also upon the opportunity to

ship abroad large surpluses of particular commodities, and there-
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fore upon sound economic relationships between the United States

and many foreign countries. It involves research and scientific

investigation, conducted on an extensive scale. It involves special

credit mechanisms and marketing, rural electrification, soil con-

servation, and other programs.

The whole complex of agricultural programs and policies will

be studied by a Special Agricultural Advisory Commission, as I

know it will by appropriate committees of the Congress. A non-

partisan group of respected authorities in the field of agriculture

has already been appointed as an interim advisory group.

The immediate changes needed in agricultural programs are

largely budgetary and administrative in nature. New policies and

new programs must await the completion of the far-reaching

studies which have already been launched.

IX.

The determination of labor policy must be governed not by the

vagaries of political expediency but by the firmest principles and

convictions. Slanted partisan appeals to American workers,

spoken as if they were a group apart, necessitating a special lan-

guage and treatment, are an affront to the fullness of their dignity

as American citizens.

The truth in matters of labor policy has become obscured in

controversy. The very meaning of economic freedom as it affects

labor has become confused. This misunderstanding has provided

a climate of opinion favoring the growth of governmental

paternalism in labor relations. This tendency, if left uncorrected,

could end only by producing a bureaucratic despotism. Eco-

nomic freedom is, in fact, the requisite of greater prosperity for

every American who earns his own living.

In the field of labor legislation, only a law that merits the

respect and support of both labor and management can help

reduce the loss of wages and of production through strikes and

stoppages, and thus add to the total economic strength of our

Nation.
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We have now had 5 years' experience with the Labor Manage-

ment Act of 1947, commonly known as the Taft-Hartley Act.

That experience has shown the need for some corrective action,

and we should promptly proceed to amend that act,

I know that the Congress is already proceeding with renewed

studies of this subject. Meanwhile, the Department of Labor is

at once beginning work to devise further specific recommenda-

tions for your consideration.

In the careful working out of legislation, I know you will give

thoughtful consideration—as will we in the executive branch—to

the views of labor, and of management, and of the general public.

In this process, it is only human that each of us should bring for-

ward the arguments of self-interest. But if all conduct their argu-

ments in the overpowering light of national interest—^which is

enlightened self-interest—^we shall get the right answers. I pro-

foundly hope that every citizen of our country will follow with

understanding your progress in this work. The welfare of all of

us is involved.

Especially must we remember that the institutions of trade

unionism and collective bargaining are monuments to the free-

dom that must prevail in our industrial life. They have a century

of honorable achievement behind them. Our faith in them is

proven, firm, and final.

Government can do a great deal to aid the settlement of labor

disputes without allowing itself to be employed as an ally of either

side. Its proper role in industrial strife is to encourage the proc-

esses of mediation and conciliation. These processes can success-

fully be directed only by a government free from the taint of any

suspicion that it is partial or punitive.

The administration intends to strengthen and to improve the

services which the Department of Labor can render to the worker

and to the whole national community. This Department was

created—^just 40 years ago—to serve the entire Nation. It must

aid, for example, employers and employees alike in improving

training programs that will develop skilled and competent work-
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ers. It must enjoy the confidence and respect of labor and

industry in order to play a significant role in the planning of

America's economic future. To that end, I am authorizing the

Department of Labor to establish promptly a tripartite advisory

committee consisting of representatives of employers, labor, and

the public.

X.

Our civil and social rights form a central part of the heritage

we are striving to defend on all fronts and with all our strength.

I believe with all my heart that our vigilant guarding of these

rights is a sacred obligation binding upon every citizen. To be

true to one's own freedom is, in essence, to honor and respect the

freedom of all others.

A cardinal ideal in this heritage we cherish is the equality of

rights of all citizens of every race and color and creed.

We know that discrimination against minorities persists despite

our allegiance to this ideal. Such discrimination—confined to no

one section of the Nation—^is but the outward testimony to the

persistence of distrust and of fear in the hearts of men.

This fact makes all the more vital the fighting of these wrongs

by each individual, in every station of life, in his every deed.

Much of the answer lies in the power of fact, fully publicized;

of persuasion, honestly pressed; and of conscience, justly aroused.

These are methods familiar to our way of life, tested and proven

wise.

I propose to use whatever authority exists in the office of the

President to end segregation in the District of Columbia, including

the Federal Government, and any segregation in the Armed
Forces.

Here in the District of Columbia, serious attention should be

given to the proposal to develop and authorize, through legisla-

tion, a system to provide an effective voice in local self-

government. While consideration of this proceeds, I recom-

mend an immediate increase of two in the number of District
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Commissioners to broaden representation of all elements of our
local population. This will be a first step toward insuring that

this Capital provide an honored example to all communities of

our Nation.

In this manner, and by the leadership of the office of the Presi-

dent exercised through friendly conferences with those in authority

in our States and cities, we expect to make true and rapid progress

in civil rights and equality of employment opportunity.

There is one sphere in which civil rights are inevitably involved

in Federal legislation. This is the sphere of immigration.

It is a manifest right of our Government to limit the number
of immigrants our Nation can absorb. It is also a manifest right

of our Government to set reasonable requirements on the char-

acter and the numbers of the people who come to share our land

and our freedom.

It is well for us, however, to remind ourselves occasionally of

an equally manifest fact: we are—one and all—immigrants or

sons and daughters of immigrants.

Existing legislation contains injustices. It does, in fact, discrim-

inate. I am informed by Members of the Congress that it was
realized, at the time of its enactment, that future study of the

basis of determining quotas would be necessary.

I am therefore requesting the Congress to review this legislation

and to enact a statute that will at one and the same time guard
our legitimate national interests and be faithful to our basic ideas

of freedom and fairness to all.

In another but related area—that of social rights

—

we see most
clearly the new application of old ideas of freedom.

This administration is profoundly aware of two great needs

born of our living in a complex industrial economy. First, the

individual citizen must have safeguards against personal disaster

inflicted by forces beyond his control; second, the welfare of the

people demands effective and economical performance by the

Government of certain indispensable social services.
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In the light of this responsibility, certain general purposes and

certain concrete measures are plainly indicated now.

There is urgent need for greater effectiveness in our programs,

both public and private, offering safeguards against the priva-

tions that too often come with unemployment, old age, illness,

and accident. The provisions of the old-age and survivors in-

surance law should promptly be extended to cover millions of citi-

zens who have been left out of the social-security system. No less

important is the encouragement of privately sponsored pension

plans. Most important of all, of course, is renewed effort to

check the inflation which destroys so much of the value of all

social-security payments.

Our school system demands some prompt, effective help. Dur-

ing each of the last 2 years, more than i J/2 million children have

swelled the elementary and secondary school population of the

country. Generally, the school population is proportionately

higher in States with low per capita income. This whole situa-

tion calls for careful congressional study and action. I am sure

that you share my conviction that the firm conditions of Federal

aid must be proved need and proved lack of local income.

One phase of the school problem demands special action.

The school population of many districts has been greatly in-

creased by the swift growth of defense activities. These activities

have added little or nothing to the tax resources of the communi-

ties affected. Legislation aiding construction of schools in these

districts expires on June 30. This law should be renewed; and,

likewise, the partial payments for current operating expenses for

these particular school districts should be made, including the

deficiency requirement of the current fiscal year.

Public interest similarly demands one prompt specific action

in protection of the general consumer. The Food and Drug Ad-

ministration should be authorized to continue its established and

necessary program of factory inspections. The invalidation of

these inspections by the Supreme Court of December 8, 1952, was
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based solely on the fact that the present law contained inconsistent

and unclear provisions. These must be promptly corrected.

I am well aware that beyond these few immediate measures

there remains much to be done. The health and housing needs

of our people call for intelligently planned programs. Involved

are the solvency of the whole security system; and its guarding

against exploitation by the irresponsible.

To bring clear purpose and orderly procedure into this field, I

anticipate a thorough study of the proper relationship among
Federal, State, and local programs. I shall shortly send you

specific recommendations for establishing such an appropriate

commission, together with a reorganization plan defining new ad-

ministrative status for all Federal activities in health, education,

and social security.

I repeat that there are many important subjects of which I

make no mention today. Among these is our great and growing

body of veterans. America has traditionally been generous in

caring for the disabled—and the widow and the orphan of the

fallen. These millions remain close to all our hearts. Proper care

of our uniformed citizens and appreciation of the past service

of our veterans are part of our accepted governmental

responsibilities.

XI.

We have surveyed briefly some problems of our people and a

portion of the tasks before us.

The hope of freedom itself depends, in real measure, upon our

strength, our heart, and our wisdom.

We must be strong in arms. We must be strong in the source

of all our armament, our productivity. We all—^w^orkers and

farmers, foremen and financiers, technicians and builders—all

must produce, produce more, and produce yet more.

We must be strong, above all, in the spiritual resources upon

which all else depends. We must be devoted with all our heart

to the values we defend. We must know that each of these values
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and virtues applies with equal force at the ends of the earth and

in our relations with our neighbor next door. We must know
that freedom expresses itself with equal eloquence in the right of

workers to strike in the nearby factory, and in the yearnings and

sufferings of the peoples of Eastern Europe.

As our heart summons our strength, our wisdom must direct it.

There is, in world affairs, a steady course to be followed be-

tween an assertion of strength that is truculent and a confession

of helplessness that is cowardly.

There is, in our affairs at home, a middle way between untram-

meled freedom of the individual and the demands for the welfare

of the whole Nation. This way must avoid government by bu-

reaucracy as carefully as it avoids neglect of the helpless.

In every area of political action, free men must think before

they can expect to win.

In this spirit must we live and labor : confident of our strength,

compassionate in our heart, clear in our mind.

In this spirit, let us together turn to the great tasks before us.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This is the text of the docu- Cong., ist sess.). The address as re-

ment which the President signed and ported from the floor appears in the

transmitted to the Senate and House Congressional Record (vol. 99, p.

of Representatives (H. Doc. 75, 83d 748).

7 ^ Messages to Heads of State on the Storm

Disasters in Western Europe. February 2, 1953

To Her Majesty Elizabeth, Queen of Great Britain:

My fellow Americans join me in extending to Your Majesty

and to the British people heartfelt sympathy for the tragic deaths

and sufferings caused by the floods and hurricanes.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower
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To Her Majesty Juliana, Queen of the Netherlands:

My countrymen and I are deeply shocked at the news of the

devastation your people have sustained through the recent storms

and floods. They and I wish to extend to Your Majesty our

deepest sympathy in these tragic circumstances.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

To His Majesty Baudouin I, King of the Belgians:

The American people join me in extending to Your Majesty

heartfelt sympathy for the tragic suffering your people have

sustained in the recent violent storms.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Cablegram acknowledgments

of the President's messages were re-

leased on February 4 and 5. On
February 6 it was announced that

the President had appointed a com-

mittee composed of the Secretary of

State, the Secretary of Defense, the

Secretary of Agriculture, and the Di-

rector for Mutual Security to gather

facts on the disaster and to make rec-

ommendations as to how the United

States could assist the victims.

On February 12 a White House

release stated that Secretary Dulles,

chairman of the committee, had re-

ported to the President that the im-

mediate relief problem was well in

hand, that steps were being taken to

prevent further damages by spring

tides, and that it would be some time

before it would be possible to esti-

mate the total impact of the disaster.

The damage was particularly se-

vere in the Netherlands. On Janu-

ary 15, 1954, the White House re-

leased the following message from

Queen Juliana, dated January 8

:

Mr, President,

Now that the last gap in the dykes

has recently been closed, I feel im-

pelled to address myself to you and

the American people, moved by a

deep sense of gratitude. The floods

which ravaged our country in Feb-

ruary have brought great distress to

hundreds of thousands of my com-

patriots and caused extensive dam-

age. It has been a great comfort,

however, that with a spontaneity to

which history furnishes no parallel,

sympathy with the victims was shown

from all sides while valuable active

assistance was given as well.

You sent us aeroplanes, helicopters

and amphibious vehicles which have

proved to be a tremendous help dur-

ing the rescue work; goods and

clothes were collected from all over

the United States and considerable

amounts of money were raised. You
did even more than that: units of
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your armed forces rushed up; by tims and all my compatriots I address

their utmost exertions, toiling day myself to you and, in doing so, to the

and night on the inundated lands at American people to express what can

the risk of their own lives under the hardly be expressed in words: our

most unfavourable weather condi- heart-felt thanks for everything you

tions, they saved victims and their did when the sea—our faithful friend

cattle and helped in plugging the in- and eternal enemy—held our coun-

numerable breaches in the dykes, try in its crushing grip.

All those who did their utmost to I seize this opportunity to convey

help us have earned our deep-felt to you, Mr. President, my sincere

gratitude because they have proved wishes both for the prosperity of the

that human solidarity does not stop Republic and for your personal

at frontiers. On behalf of the vie- well-being.

Juliana

8 ^ Remarks at the Dedicatory Prayer Breakfast

of the International Christian Leadership.

Februarys, 1953

Mr. Chairman^ distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

This has been a wholly enjoyable occasion for me except for

the one second when I opened the Httle blue slip and found that

it said there would be an address by the President. I assure you,

both for your sakes and for mine, there will not be.

There are a few thoughts, though, that crowd into my mind.

With your permission I will attempt to utter them in a very in-

formal and homely way.

First, there is a need we all have in these days and times for

some help which comes from outside ourselves as we face the

multitude of problems that are part of this confusing situation.

I do not mean merely help for your leaders or the people in

Congress, in the Cabinet and others in authority, because these

problems are part of all of us. They face each one of us because

we are a free country. Each of us realizes that he has responsi-

bilities that are equal to his privileges and to his rights.

So, as he approaches them at times, he says: "If we only had
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the simple, the good old days, how easy all this would be. What

a nice life."

Once in a while it might be a good thing for us to turn back to

history. Let us study a little bit of what happened at the found-

ing of this Nation.

It is not merely the events that led up to the Revolutionary

War. All of the confused problems that we were then called upon

to solve were as difficult as those we face now. Did you ever stop

to think, for example, that the first year of that war was fought

in order that we might establish our right to be free British citi-

zens, not to be independent. From April 1 775 until July 4, 1 776,

there was no struggle for independence. It was a struggle to

make people understand that we were free British citizens. So

you can understand the confusion of thought that was going on.

So when we came down to the Declaration of Independence,

our forefathers had difficulty in meeting their problems which

was probably as great for them as we feel our problems today. In

the Declaration they acknowledged the need to respect public

opinion. They said, "When in the course of human events"

—

and they went on to say a decent respect for mankind impelled

them to declare the decisions which led to the separation. They

realized that the good opinion of the whole world was necessary

if this venture was to succeed. At least they felt that an under-

standing of this venture should be abroad in the world.

They went on to try to explain it. What did they say? The

very basis of our government is: "We hold that all men are en-

dowed by their Creator" with certain rights.

When we came to that turning point in history, when we
intended to establish a government for free men and a Declara-

tion and Constitution to make it last, in order to explain such a

system we had to say: "We hold that all men are endowed by

their Creator."

In one sentence we established that every free government is

imbedded soundly in a deeply-felt religious faith or it makes no

sense. Today if we recall those things and if, in that sense, we
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can back off from our problems and depend upon a power greater

than ourselves, I believe that we begin to draw these problems into

focus.

As Benjamin Franklin said at one time during the course of the

stormy consultation at the Constitutional Convention, because he

sensed that the convention was on the point of breaking up:

"Gentlemen, I suggest that we have a word of prayer." And
strangely enough, after a bit of prayer the problems began to

smooth out and the convention moved to the great triumph that

we enjoy today—the writing of our Constitution.

Today I think that prayer is just simply a necessity, because

by prayer I believe we mean an effort to get in touch with the

Infinite. We know that even our prayers are imperfect. Even

our supplications are imperfect. Of course they are. We are

imperfect human beings. But if we can back off from those

problems and make the effort, then there is something that ties

us all together. We have begun in our grasp of that basis of

understanding, which is that all free government is firmly founded

in a deeply-felt religious faith.

As we sympathize with our great friends in Holland and Britain

today in this distressing disaster that has overtaken them, it is

good to know that the American soldiers, the American Navy,

the American airmen, are sharing those disasters and are moving

in as units and as individuals to help. I have had messages from

both of those countries expressing their great thanks to America

for the work they are doing. They, to my mind, are part of this

understanding that a government such as ours hopes to produce

people who are moved by sympathy, by all of those wonderful

qualities that are implicit in a deeply-felt religious faith. They

are living up to what we hope for our government, both as units

and as individuals.

I think my little message this morning is merely this : I have

the profound belief that if we remind ourselves once in a while

of this simple basic truth that our forefathers in 1776 understood

so well, we can hold up our heads and be certain that we in our
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time are going to be able to preserve the essentials, to preserve

as a free government and pass it on, in our turn, as sound, as

strong, as good as ever. That, it seems to me, is the prayer that

all of us have today.

It has been very wonderful to meet you. Until I started over

I had the picture, which Frank Carlson gave me last summer,

of a small Congressional group of Congressmen and Senators who
met on a morning each week. I had an idea of coming over to

see 20 or 25 or maybe 50 people. I had no idea that our host had

such a party as this. I do hope I may speak for all of you in

thanking him for such a breakfast, the like of which I have not

had in 10 years. As long as you feed me grits and sausage, every-

thing will be all right.

Thank you.

note: The President spoke at the referred to U.S. Senator Frank Carl-

Mayflower Hotel in Washington, son of Kansas.

His opening words "Mr. Chairman"

9 ^ Message to the Boy Scouts of America on

Their 43d Anniversary. February 7, 1 953

[ Released February 7, 1953. Dated February 4, 1953 ]

To the Boy Scouts of America:

It is with great personal pleasure that I extend to you my
warmest congratulations on your Forty-third Anniversary and

greet you on the occasion of Boy Scout Week 1 953.

Your present crusade "Forward on Liberty's Team" is proving

to be most effective. Americans everywhere must be proud to

know that the Boy Scouts of America registered its three-millionth

active member during the past year. I understand that the

present membership has now reached a new high of 3,200,000

Scouts, Explorers, and leaders, and that since 19 10 there have

been 20,200,000 American boys and men enrolled.

This birthday message is addressed to every Scout and leader
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in the Boy Scouts of America. I urge you all to live up to the high

ideals for which Scouting stands—^your duty as patriotic citizens.

If you will follow the Scout oath, America will be better able to

meet its full responsibility in cooperation with other nations in

maintaining peace on earth.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

10 fl Statementby the President After Reviewing

the Case ofJulius and Ethel Rosenberg.

February ii, 1953

I HAVE GIVEN earnest consideration to the records in the

case of JuHus and Ethel Rosenberg and to the appeals for

clemency made on their behalf. These two individuals have

been tried and convicted of a most serious crime against the

people of the United States. They have been found guilty of

conspiring with intent and reason to believe that it would be to

the advantage of a foreign power, to deliver to the agents of that

foreign power certain highly secret atomic information relating

to the national defense of the United States.

The nature of the crime for which they have been found guilty

and sentenced far exceeds that of the taking of the life of another

citizen; it involves the deliberate betrayal of the entire nation and
could very well result in the death of many, many thousands of

innocent citizens. By their act these two individuals have in fact

betrayed the cause of freedom for which free men are fighting

and dying at this very hour.

We are a nation under law and our affairs are governed by the

just exercise of these laws. The courts have provided every

opportunity for the submission of evidence bearing on this case.

In the time-honored tradition of American justice, a freely

selected jury of their fellow-citizens considered the evidence in

this case and rendered its judgment. All rights of appeal were
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exercised and the conviction of the trial court was upheld after

full judicial review, including that of the highest court in the land.^

I have made a careful examination into this case and am satis-

fied that the two individuals have been accorded their full

measure of justice.

There has been neither new evidence nor have there been

mitigating circumstances which would justify altering this deci-

sion, and I have determined that it is my duty, in the interest of

the people of the United States, not to set aside the verdict of

their representatives.

1 1 ^ Letter to Colonel G. M. Boyer, Executive

Director, Reserve Officers Association, Concerning

National Defense Week. February 16, 1953

[ Released February 16, 1953. I^ated February 15, 1953 ]

Dear Colonel Boyer:

I am delighted to join with the Reserve Officers Association

and patriotic Americans everywhere in the observance of Na-

tional Defense Week. A more fitting period for such purpose

could hardly be chosen, for it embraces the birthdays of our two

greatest Presidents—the one who led the founding of the Republic

and the otherwho led its salvation.

National security is everybody's job today; I feel keenly that

the Reserve Officers Association is deserving of commendation

for its outstanding contribution in bringing public attention to

bear on our urgent defense needs. The Association is uniquely

equipped to do this, for its membership is at once part of the

Armed Forces and part of the civilian community of the nation.

The Reserve Officers Association has members in service from

Europe to the Korean battlefront, and it has members in every

city and town across the broad expanse of America.

^ 344 U.S. 838, 889.
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Please accept my personal gratitude for your continued service

to the nation and my best wishes for every success in your program

for National Defense Week.

Sincerely,

Dw^iGHT D. Eisenhower

1 2 ^ The President's News Conference of

February 17, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. First of all, ladies and gentlemen, let me assure

you that I welcome this opportunity to meet with representa-

tives of the radio and press, many of them old friends of mine,

and to continue the kind of relationship that I have had in the

past with them. I look forward to many of these meetings during

the ensuing 4 years.

Now, one of the topics that made an interesting subject for

speculation during the past few months was a thought that I

would develop a great deal of antagonism for the press. I

wouldn't know why. I feel that no individual has been treated

more fairly and squarely over the past many years now, that I

have been dealing with them, than I have by the press. Through
the war years and ever since, I have found nothing but a desire

to dig at the truth, so far as I was concerned, and be open-handed

and forthright about it. That is the kind of relationship I hope

we can continue.

Now, of course, you know we can talk here all day. There

are a lot of things in a big country such as ours, and the kind of

world we are living in, that make interesting subjects for conversa-

tion. My next appointment is in my office at 1 1 o'clock. This

moming I have chosen four subjects that I think are of immediate

interest, both in the domestic scene and in the international scene,

that can stand a little bit of discussion. Thereafter, we will use

such time as you might want, to ask questions on these subjects,
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and then if there is a little time left, why we can extend it even

wider and see if there are other questions of which you might

like to inquire.

The first one that I want to talk about is farm prices. I want

to read to you a sentence from the Republican Platform: "A
prosperous agriculture, with free and independent farmers, is

fundamental to the national interest."

Now, that is a simple generalization that involves a terrific

amount of work, a terrific amount of planning and study; and

much of it has been going on for the past 20 years or more—

a

great deal of it on a bipartisan basis. But the point I want to

emphasize is this: just simple control of an industry through

arbitrary governmental power is easy, but it means control clear

across the board. And that is something we neither want in our

national life as a system or as a practice, nor will the farmers,

the most independent, I think, of all of our citizens, stand it for

a minute.

So the programs that we devise must have at their basis—one

of their fundamentals—this retention of this right of freedom on

the part of the farmer.

Now, we have had, for the past 2 years, falling prices. Mani-

festly, every problem that I can talk to you about today is an in-

herited problem. These Republicans have been in office, you

will recall, only since January 20, and we have scarcely had time

to do more than to begin earnest study of these problems. And
they, in a complex society such as ours, go slowly, ordinarily.

We have had falling farm prices for 2 years. In January 1952,

that late, beef was $34.22 a hundred pounds, and the peak had

been passed a year earlier than that, in February 1951. By
November that price had fallen to $31.00, by January 24 of this

year, $25.51. It continued to fall down to approximately

$24.00—$23.90. But since the removal of controls on the price

of beef—something that was earnestly requested by the beef

growers, let me assure you—beef has gone up a bit, and started

back up the other way.
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In addition, this removal of price controls has had one effect

that the beef growers thought it would, which was narrowing the

gap between the amount that the farmer received on the farm

and the amount you were paying at the meat market. The reason

for that was because the regulation required a very severe grada-

tion of beef. Those restrictions have been removed, and the gap

has been somewhat narrowed, so that while the retail prices are

still down at their lowest point, the other prices have started

up a little bit.

In addition to this, of course, the second the problem first

arose, we urged upon and directed the armed services—the pro-

curement agencies of the armed services—to procure and maintain

a maximum supply of beef. They can usually carry a 120-day

supply very easily with no danger of spoilage. They have been

going up in their reserves, in order to help in the support of

this beef price.

Now let me point out that this whole farm program is a serious

thing. Beef prices are an immediate and interesting thing, and

have occasioned quite a bit of discussion in the press and in gov-

ernmental circles. But all the way through—today we are buy-

ing butter at a million pounds a day, and that butter, of course, in

time grows rancid. We have other stocks in storage, altogether

I think—of farm products—there is something over a billion

dollars' worth of these stocks in storage.

What I am pointing out again is that even those stocks would

be vastly increased except for two things: th^ oubsidization we
give to exports through this wheat distribution pool—I forget

its exact name, but you people will know it, so we won't worry

about it.^ It's a big pool now meeting in which we subsidize our

wheat exports to the tune of about 70 cents a bushel. Then, on

top of that, the different kinds of aid we give abroad, which
provide the dollars so that the wheat can be bought. If it

^The President referred to the Commodity Credit Corporation Wheat and Flour

Export Program which facilitated exports to member nations of the International

Wheat Agreement.
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weren't for those two features, our surpluses would be very much
greater.

I merely show—and I must emphasize here—that it is a very

complicated problem. But above all things, let me emphasize

this: all through the campaign I stated—and promised—to the

farmers of America : we will support the present law which goes,

as you know, to December 1954, and in the meantime, we will

convene commissions. We have one now—the Advisory Com-
mission, Department of Agriculture, has on it representatives of

all branches of agriculture, and we try, of course, to put on people

representing the public. So, any plan devised to take effect

after the expiration of the current law, will represent the thinking

of America—^not only of the producers but of the consumers and

everybody else—so as to get as broadly based a program as it is

possible to get.

Everybody, of course, sympathizes with the farmer's plight,

with the special difficulties he has in his industry; and I refer you

again to that sentence of the Republican Platform, which I

certainly intend to do my best to carry out.

The second point I want to raise, and very briefly, is this thing

of secret agreements. By no means do I assume that it is either

feasible or desirable that the United States Government should

take any action, just saying everything that was agreed to at such

and such a place, or such and such a spot, or at such and such a

time, is repudiated ; by no manner of means.

I do believe this: it is necessary that this Government make
clear that never has the heart of America agreed to the enslave-

ment of any people. And in the proper way—the thing is still

under study as to the exact, proper, way—^we are going to make
clear that determination with some kind of pronouncement that

can leave no doubt that it means exactly what it says.

Another subject that has occupied some space in the news-

papers is price controls. We, of course, are moving in the direction

of attempting to unshackle the economy and to allow it to operate

so as to keep up standards of living—in the belief that, with many
of our peak problems in wartime production already solved, the
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workings of the economic laws will keep prices in their proper

relationship one to the other/

Now, we had a situation that was very difficult to meet, and

no one would attempt to minimize the problem that past officials

working on these problems had to solve. We went in June 1950

into a situation that did not call for total mobilization, the kind

of a situation in which we have come to expect full controls. But

neither was it peace. We had a war production problem thrown

on our economy that threw things out of balance. It was difficult

to get control of such a situation and keep it in balance. And
finally, these prices did get pretty badly disarranged.

If what we are now trying to do cannot accommodate the situa-

tion, and a bad result is obtained, I have no hesitation in saying I

will go right back to Congress and ask for whatever we believe to

be necessary.

We do think that the present situation calls for this removal of

controls which is going on, as you know, now, gradually; and as

a result we believe that the situation will take care of itself very

definitely. Some prices will go up. Many will go down. But in

any event, people will be free of the threat and continued annoy-

ance of governmental interference in everything that they do.

Of course, such a decision represents something of my faith

that American business leaders, American labor leaders, and

others will face this problem as I am trying to face it, honestly

and fairly, and will remember that it is not well to try to gouge or

do anything unreasonable in this situation that would create the

kind of economic emergency that would demand a further action

by the Congress—further price control system.

Now I realize that when you say that, you are saying quite a

^ On February 6 the White House announced two major actions in the direction of

eliminating wage and price controls. These actions included (i) immediate suspen-

sion by Executive order of all wage and salary controls, and ( 2 ) issuance by the Office

of Price Stabilization of orders removing from price control a wide and varied list of

consumer goods, including all meat products, all furniture, all apparel, and many other

items. The release stated that this was the first of a series of orders under which all

prices would be decontrolled.
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bit. I am talking by and large about the mass of these people.

And I must say I could have no greater disappointment than to

be forced to go back to Congress and say: "Well, this just won't

work ; we have got again to our price controls."

I want to say just a word about this matter of the atom bomb.

I am going to read to you a statement that you probably have all

read. I want to read this statement again, merely to announce

that every bit of evidence leads me to say I agree with this state-

ment, by the Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission,

absolutely.

It starts: "The U.S.S.R. has produced fissionable materials in

quantity. With fissionable materials in hand, it is not a difficult

technical job to make workable atomic weapons. The U.S.S.R.

has exploded three—one in the late summer of 1949, two in 195 1.

On the basis of the above facts, and other scientific and technical

evidence, there is no doubt of the existence of a supply of atomic

weapons."

I have been asked that question so often, ladies and gentlemen,

I merely want to say that so far as I am concerned, that is

absolutely true—^word for word.

And now, our last subject: taxes. In spite of some things that

I have seen in the papers over the past 8 or 9 months, I personally

have never promised a reduction in taxes. Never.

What I have said is, reduction of taxes is a very necessary objec-

tive of government—that if our form of economy is to endure, we
must not forget private incentives and initiative and the produc-

tion that comes from it. Therefore, the objective of tax reduc-

tion is an absolutely essential one, and must be attained in its

proper order.

But I believe, and I think this can be demonstrated as fact by

economists, both on the basis of history and on their theoretical

and abstract reasoning, that until the deficit is eliminated from

our budget, there is no hope of keeping our money stable. It is

bound to continue to be cheapened, and if it is cheapened, then the

necessary expenses of government each year cost more because the
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money is worth less. Therefore, there is no end to the inflation;

there is finally no end to taxation; and the eventual result would,

of course, be catastrophe.

So, whether we are ready to face the job this minute or any

other time, the fact is there must be balanced budgets before we
are again on a safe and sound system in our economy. That

means, to my mind, that we cannot afford to reduce taxes, reduce

income, until we have in sight a program of expenditures that

shows that the factors of income and of outgo will be balanced.

Now that is just to my mind sheer necessity.

I have as much reason as anyone else to deplore high taxes.

I certainly am going to work with every bit of energy I have

towards their reduction. And I applaud the efforts of the people

in Congress that are going in that way. But I merely want to

point out that unless we go at it in the proper sequence, I do not

believe that taxes will be lowered. We might for the moment

lower the "chit" you get for this year, but in the ensuing years, it

would be a very different thing.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I have covered my four subjects,

and we will take, first, a period of addressing questions to these.

I will see if I can answer any of them. I believe that you are to

introduce yourselves to me.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, in con-

nection with your farm statement, do you plan to ask Congress

for standby control powers?

THE PRESIDENT. On pricc—did you say price controls?

Q. Mr. Smith: Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT. Pricc coutrols. On price controls, I do not

intend to ask for standby controls. I believe that if any standby

control bill is enacted it must be in very general terms. I do not

believe that you can, at this moment, foresee the conditions of a

future, 3 months or 6 months from now, and write the details of

a law that would fit it. Therefore, it would have to be in very

general terms, and I will accept that if they do it.
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Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, you

are so emphatic in what you said about taxes, that I would gather,

sir, that you would veto a tax reduction bill, if one should be

passed by Congress?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, you must know, Mr. FoUiard, we don't

have any item veto authority. In the executive department you

have to veto a bill, a total bill—and you never know how a thing

like that might come up to you. So I couldn't possibly predict

in advance what would be my action. I assure you of this : the

simple thoughts I have expressed on the subject this morning will

govern me just so far as it is possible to be governed in this line.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, will the administration sponsor a bill to retain the excess

profits tax which expires on June 30th?

THE PRESIDENT. I would Say this—I can't answer that in exact

terms—I shall never agree to the elimination of any tax where

reduction in revenue goes along with it. In other words, it would

have to be a substitute of some kind in that same area.

Q. Mr. Brandt : Are you thinking along those terms, sir?

THE PRESIDENT. Mypcoplcarc.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Texas papers: Mr. President, are the

press conferences in the future to follow along this form?

THE PRESIDENT. Ladics and gentlemen, there are a lot of you

that know me, and you know I am rather apt to change a habit

at any time. Let's don't take this one as a necessary pattern. If

we find some method among us that would be more convenient,

an hour, or a day, or anything else, I am certainly open to sug-

gestions; I have never thought I had quite all the answers. So I

should say as time goes on we will see what happens, and I would

hope that they at least will be friendly. That would be the only

basis I would want to retain for certain.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

this is somewhat allied to the beef problem. There is also a con-

siderable problem in relation to dairy prices these days. I
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wonder if you would endorse the proposal to keep hearings on

problems such as dairy prices, as close to the farmers involved

as possible?

THE PRESIDENT. Indeed I do. On that problem, I might tell

you that all the representatives of the dairy industry are in the

Department of Agriculture this morning, discussing their problem.

And I would tell you this : everything that has been said and done

in the agricultural field since January 20 has been on the basis of

an advisory commission I appointed last December. It has been

meeting, and we have brought in different panels on wool, sugar,

now dairy, there have been about six different panels, and they

cover the industries, so far as I know.

Q. Andrew F. TuUy, Jr., Scripps-Howard Newspapers: Mr.

President, have you discovered any other secret agreements be-

sides the one signed at Yalta?

THE PRESIDENT. Personally, I have discovered no secret agree-

ments. I use the word "secret" in this respect: when they were

made, they were necessarily secret. They remain secret on this

basis: they have never been presented to the Senate for their ad-

vice and consent, and therefore they never have achieved the

standing of public treaties.

So, I am merely talking about those and only those parts of

agreements that appeared to help the enslavement of peoples or,

you might say, have been twisted by implication to mean that.

Q. Richard Harkness, National Broadcasting Company: Mr.

President, we have had in the last 10 days or 2 weeks a welter of

statements regarding Korea, statements attributed to Gen. James

Van Fleet regarding an offensive, statements attributed to the

testimony of Mr. Dulles—supposedly secret testimony, a state-

ment by a Senator that we might use Formosa as an air base to

bomb the mainland of China, every conceivable kind of state-

ment. Can you say anything this morning to clarify this situation?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I think I could say very little, except this:

let's take General Van Fleet. He will come back—^he is my class-

mate—^he will undoubtedly come in to see me. If you people
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would like to see him, I will ask him, as a favor to me, to have a

press conference if you like; because I think the more all of us

know about the conditions over there, about how our soldiers are

faring, what the situation looks like, the better for all of us. I

believe in facts.

Now I don't know about these statements that you talk about,

but I have said this publicly time and again: in these matters

affecting the broad policy of the United States, and not mere

expedients within the proper purview of the responsibilities of a

mere Commander in Chief, they will never be undertaken until

they are discussed with the proper leaders of the Congress; and if

necessary they will have to act on them. I don't believe in doing

these things haphazardly and on an individual and arbitrary basis.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Portland (Maine) Press Herald: If I

may go back to the secret agreements a moment, are you aware

that many Members of Congress on both sides feel that the agree-

ments were never binding, anyway, because they were not pre-

sented to Congress—to the Senate?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think there are, in our practice, certain

things that are of course binding when the people are acting as

proper representatives of the United States—say, in war, as in

establishing staffs and commands and that sort of thing. That

extends out into some fields that are almost politico-military in

nature. I do agree that nothing can have the binding force of a

treaty on us until it is submitted to the Senate—that's what I am
trying to get at.

Q. Mrs. Craig: Sir, are you aware that many Members of

Congress also feel that the President had no right to take us into

Korea without consulting Congress, also that he had no right to

send troops to Europe without consulting Congress? Now I

would like to ask

THE PREsroENT [interposiug]. Mrs. Craig, I want to say this

one thing.

Q. Mrs. Craig: Yes sir.

THE PRESIDENT [continuing]. That all took place long before
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I came to this office. I have a hard time trying to determine my
own path and solve my own problems. I am not going back and

try to solve those that someone else had.

Q. Mrs. Craig : I wanted to ask you if you had given thought

to your relationships with Congress in those fields.

THE PRESIDENT. Mrs. Craig, indeed I have. I don't believe

that this Government is set up to be operated by anybody acting

alone. I think it is clear what our founding documents mean;

and I intend to function, as far as I am concerned, in that way.

Now, we have always demanded that in an emergency where

there was no time, not even hours, then someone had to act. In

natural disasters—in Corpus Christi, or storms overseas—^just this

recent storm where our friends suffered such disaster in Holland

and other countries—then they expect somebody to do something.

But in the normal case, we have our system of consultations laid

out, and it will be followed, as far as I am concerned.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Is it intended

eventually, sir, to replace all the Americans in Korea with South

Korean troops?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't waut to discuss such things in too

great detail, but I would say this: I do not believe that as long as

the United Nations carries responsibility over there, that they

can—as long as there is a dangerous situation—remove them-

selves completely from the whole area. I do believe this at the

same time, which I have stated before publicly : the South Kore-

ans are good soldiers, and they really want the opportunity of

defending themselves so far as that is possible—^namely, they want
to be on the front lines, and it is merely a question of armaments,

organization, and the leadership which, of course, is difficult to

provide. But as fast as they can go up there, other United Nations

troops will be pulled back. The military authority will have to

decide how many of those people have to stay in order to make
certain of the carrying out of the responsibilities we picked up.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications : Are you consider-

ing recommending an embargo or blockade of any kind against

shipments into Red China?
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THE PRESIDENT. That has not been discussed with me except

in the papers. There has been no study on it that has been

brought up yet to me. So personally I am not—the answer is, I

have no answer.

Q, Leslie R. Honeycutt, Army Times: Mr. President, does

your reorganization plan on the Federal Security Agency con-

template any transfer ofVA functions to that department?

THE PRESIDENT. I would be glad to answer you—I think I

know it, but I just could be wrong; and I will answer that the

next time. I think I know the exact answer, but I don't want to

make a mistake.

Q. Laurence H. Burd, Chicago Tribune: Back to taxes, can

you say when you hope to have the budget balanced?

THE PRESIDENT. No, bccausc, as you know, the 1954 budget

was prepared and submitted to the Congress before the Cabinet

officers that I have appointed came in. They are digging into

every obligation, every authority asked for, to try to find those

places where savings can be made.^

^ On February 3, the White House issued the following release relating to the

Budget:

"With the approval of the President and following his State of the Union Message

to the Congress, Joseph M. Dodge, the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, has

established policies, concurred in by the Cabinet, to be applied in arriving at recom-

mendations for revisions of the fiscal year 1954 Budget.

"These policies today are being transmitted by Mr. Dodge to all Department and
Agency heads in the Executive Branch.

"General. It is clear that the Budget will not be brought under control without

action to reduce budgetary obligational authority, reduce the level of expenditures,

critically examine existing programs, restrain commitments for new programs, and
generally drive for greater efficiency and reduced costs.

"Personnel. It is the policy to achieve a progressive reduction of Government
personnel. To accomplish this each Department and Agency head shall immediately
restrict the hiring of additional personnel. No vacancies shall be filled until it has

been determined that the positions represented by vacancies cannot be eliminated;

existing employees cannot be shifted to cover the vacancies; and increased efficiency,

better utilization of personnel, or changes in standards and policies make the additions

unnecessary.

"Construction. It is the policy to proceed only with projects which are clearly

essential, and on such projects to employ the strictest standards of economy.
"All proposed or authorized construction projects on which work has not yet begun

{Footnote continued on following page)
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Now, already, as you know, in the fiscal year which is now
rapidly drawing to a close, there is a 5.9 [biUion dollar] deficit.

That can't be closed. That is just too late, although we are clos-

ing some, by cutting down deficiency appropriations. Then
there is a, I think, 9.9 deficit for 1954 contemplated.

That is what we are working on. When that happens, then I

think the United States can heave a sigh of relief and we can

begin to look toward tax reduction.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Could I

ask you, if I understand this right, on the embargo, that the ques-

tion of an embargo or blockade has not been brought up to you

at all?

THE PREsroENT. It has not been brought up officially to me.

Naturally, I discuss these things with a good many people, but

there hasn't been a study made in the proper sections of the Gov-

ernment and brought up to me for action and decision.

Q. Mr. Donovan: These are not actively under consideration

by you at the present time?

are to be reviewed and construction initiated only on those projects which meet these

criteria.

"All going construction projects are to be reviewed according to the same criteria

and appropriate action taken, including action to stop the work if this appears

advisable.

"Programs. It is the policy to operate at a minimum level of costs and expenditures.

This requires that the necessity for all work be questioned and action be taken to

eliminate unnecessary programs and hold the remainder to minimum levels.

"The January rate of obligation by the Department or Agency shall not be increased

except on complete justification and specific approval, unless such increases are clearly

necessary to meet requirements fixed by law.

"There will be an immediate review directed toward recommendations for a down-

ward adjustment of program levels and the probable effect of such adjustments.

"Legislation, Recommendations pertaining to the 1954 Budget are to include the

possibilities of making adjustments in subsequent budgets where it appears advisable

that legislation now in effect should be amended or repealed.

"New legislative proposals which affect financial requirements are to be reviewed in

the light of these budget policies.

"Timing, All proposals for specific revisions of Department and Agency Budgets

are expected to be transmitted to the Bureau of the Budget as early as possible in

March for the consideration of the President."
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THE PRESIDENT. By me? They are under consideration, I sup-

pose in several departments. Not by me.

Q. G. Gould Lincoln, Washington Evening Star: Mr. Presi-

dent, this is a political question. Mr. Stevenson said in New
York he fears that your administration might become a "big

deal," because of the businessmen you have appointed to office.

Do you have any such fear?

THE PRESIDENT. Do you? [Laughter]

Look—let me make myself clear, and I don't mean to brush off

a question that easily. First of all, I am not going to engage in

any semantics that are directed toward gaining fancied political

advantage. I haven't time. What I should like to point out is

this: I have lived with the American people. I have lived very

intimately with those people, these youngsters, that we have sent

out to fight our battles. I can't conceive of having to answer

the accusation that I am not concerned with 158 million

Americans.

Now we have a Defense Department that spends two-thirds

of all the money we appropriate. And it seems to me if we are

going to make a big savings in that place, we have got to get some

businesslike practices there. I deliberately went out to find the

men that I thought had made the biggest record for efficiency in

business, to get into that department.

Now, in the other departments of the Government, I have tried

to find people that I thought fitted, and I haven't paid the slightest

attention to whether they were in business or not. I have tried

to pick people on character, and I think they have character; I

think they are going to do a grand job for the United States of

America.

And with that little bit of—as he called it—^political speech

—

with that, ladies and gentlemen, for the morning, goodbye; I will

see you again.

note: President Eisenhower's first ecutive Office Building at 10:30 a.m.

news conference was held in the Ex- on Tuesday, February 17, 1953.
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13 ^ Letter toJamesW. Cothran, Commander

in Chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars.

February 17, 1953

Dear Mr, Cothran:

I am most sorry that it is impossible for me to be with you this

evening. The Annual Dinner Honoring Members of Congress

Who Have Served in the Armed Forces is an occasion of real

dignity and high purpose, in the honor it pays to those many men
in Congress who have responded to their country's need with

such distinction.

Quite naturally, I have a feeling of special comradeship with

the Veterans of Foreign Wars who will be with you this evening,

for so many of the service veterans in the Congress were associated

with me in our Crusade in Europe. They have proved themselves

to be not only fine soldiers but also statesmen. Their service over-

seas profoundly strengthened their capacity and understanding

to meet the soberest problems of government.

I should like, with this greeting which I beg you to convey, to

congratulate and salute them.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

14 ^ Letter to the President of the Senate and to

the Speaker of the House of Representatives

Transmitting a Proposed Resolution on Subjugated

Peoples. February 20, 1953

Dear ;

In my message to Congress of February 2, 1953, I stated that

I would ask the Congress at a later date to join in an appropriate

resolution, making clear that we would never acquiesce in the
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enslavement of any people in order to purchase fancied gain for

ourselves, and that v^e would not feel that any past agreements

committed us to any such enslavement.

In pursuance of that portion of the message to Congress, I now
have the honor to inform you that I am concurrently informing

the President of the Senate (the Speaker of the House) that I

invite the concurrence of the two branches of the Congress in a

declaration, in which I would join as President which would:

( 1
) Refer to World War II international agreements or under-

standings concerning other peoples;

(2) Point out that the leaders of the Soviet Communist Party

who now control Russia, in violation of the clear intent of these

agreements or understandings, subjected whole nations concerned

to the domination of a totalitarian imperialism

;

(3 ) Point out that such forceful absorption of free peoples into

an aggressive despotism increases the threat against the security

of all remaining free peoples, including our own

;

(4) State that the people of the United States, true to their

tradition and heritage of freedom, have never acquiesced in such

enslavement of any peoples

;

(5) Point out that it is appropriate that the Congress should

join with the President to give expression to the desires and hopes

of the American people

;

(6) Conclude with a declaration that the Senate and the

House join with the President in declaring that the United States

rejects any interpretations or applications of any international

agreements or understandings, made during the course of World
War II, which have been perverted to bring about the subjuga-

tion of free peoples, and further join in proclaiming the hope that

the peoples, who have been subjected to the captivity of Soviet

despotism, shall again enjoy the right of self-determination within

a framework which will sustain the peace ; that they shall again

have the right to choose the form of government under which
they will live, and that sovereign rights of self-government shall

be restored to them all in accordance with the pledge of the

Atlantic Charter.
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I am enclosing a form of draft resolution, which, in my opinion,

carries out the purposes outlined above, and in which I am
prepared to concur.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This is the text of identical W. Martin, Jr., Speaker of the House

letters addressed to the Honorable of Representatives.

Richard M. Nixon, President of the The draft resolution is published

Senate, and to the Honorable Joseph in House Document 93 (83d Cong.,

I St sess.).

15 ^ The President's News Conference of

February 25, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Ladics and gentlemen, there is one announce-

ment this morning that I think would be of interest to all of you.

It is a conference that is to open tomorrow moming at 10 o'clock.

It will be composed of a group of Governors, leaders from both

the House and the Senate, and certain individuals of the

administration.

The purpose of the conference is to examine into a question

that constantly recurs, sometimes in aggravated form. It is the

question of the proper division of functions between the State and

the Federal Government, and the consequent division of tax fields

and tax revenues between these two echelons of government.

It is, as you can see, not a subject that is susceptible to any

clean-cut, quick answer. But it is one that must be studied.

And this first group will meet to work out ways and means for

continuing the study and making effective such conclusions as it

may reach.

The President of the Governors' Conference is Governor

Shivers. He will be here. The Chairman of the subcoromittee

set up by the Governors to study the question, I believe, is Gov-

ernor DriscoU; he will be here, with Governor Kohler. And
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there is one other

—

[confers with Mr. Hagerty]—oh yes— Gov-

ernor Byrnes of South CaroHna. So that group with, as I say,

three of the House leaders and three of the Senate leaders and

three Cabinet officers, will start meeting with me at 10 o'clock

and stay through lunch—they will be my luncheon guests

tomorrow.

Now, there is only one other item that I have—^specifically I

thought you might take a real interest in. This question of doctors

in the United States has been very troublesome, particularly since

the Korean war started. The services have demanded so many,

because of the needs of the campaign. However, the services

have been reviewing their requirements and have reduced them

for this last quarter; and the quota of doctors called in will be

1 200 instead of 1800.

In order to make this study, they have had the benefit of, I

believe it is called, the Medical Advisory Commission; Dr. Rusk,

as I remember, is Chairman.^ They have been advocating that

the services get along with somewhat fewer numbers of doctors.

They are going to try it this quarter. They believe they will

make it but at least they are going to relieve 600 doctors in this

coming last quarter.

Now, I think that's the only two points I had in my own mind
that I thought might be of particular interest, so we will start the

questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press : Mr. President, would you

give us the three Cabinet officers who will participate?

THE PRESIDENT [to Mr. Hagerty], Do you have them?

Mr. Hagerty: Secretary of the Treasury, Director of the

Budget, and Federal Security Administrator.

THE PRESIDENT. I shouldn't havc called them all Cabinet offi-

cers but I refer to them in that way because they all attend

Cabinet meetings.

* The Health Resources Advisory Committee of which Dr. Howard A. Rusk was
Chairman was established in the Office of Defense Mobilization to advise and assist

the Director on problems of the Nation's health relating to national mobilization.
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Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune : Mr. Presi-

dent, what subjects will this conference consider besides taxes?

THE PRESIDENT. The propcr function—^particularly in this

whole field of security, old age insurance, and all of the social

security program—^what are the proper functions of a State; what
are the proper functions of Federal Government? They will take

these related questions up and try to decide

Q. Mr. Donovan: Resources—^would resources enter into it?

THE PREsroENT. I havc uo doubt they will touch on every-

thing. There will be certainly no limitations on what they may
properly take up.

Q. Edward H. Sims, Columbia (S.C.) State and Record: Mr.
President, have you gone into it thoroughly enough to know
whether you favor a continuation of the soil conservation

payments?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, there is one thing certain: I do believe

in soil conservation. And I believe that we must pay far more
attention to it, and far more intelligent attention. This morning

I met with a group that was, I guess, a third the size of this, who
are here on this great task. A volunteer group, they carefully

identified themselves as a nonpressure group, interested only in

the conservation of soil and water, particularly by the system,

you know, of basin development and conservation. And they are

meeting today with the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of

the Interior, and others. All of us have this problem up—it is a

very live one.

I cannot say that I specifically approve at this moment of the

continuation of certain payments in a certain line—^may be better

ways to do it. I do believe the Federal Government must take the

lead and follow through on this problem.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Texas papers : I have a question along

that same line, sir. Do you favor keeping the building of upstream

dams for soil conservation in the Department of Agriculture?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I'll tcU you, I have a very definite per-

sonal opinion on the question you asked me. It has not at this
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moment been studied by my associates who should appropriately

take it up and come to advise me, because I could easily be mis-

taken. I will see whether I can answer that question at the next

meeting.

Q. Paul Martin, Gannett papers: Could you tell us your atti-

tude, sir, on the St. Lawrence Seaway and power project?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Caunot.

I don't mean to be evasive. I have had it under study. There

are so many controversial factors, and they seem to vary geo-

graphically as to their content, that I just think it takes a longer

time than I have had to reach a real decision.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, would you care to

comment on the statement by Mr. Dodge, the Budget Director,

before the Senate Banking and Currency Committee, that it would

be very difficult to balance the budget in 1954?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't know who Said it, I didn't quite under-

stand you, but I'll tell you this

Q. It was reported in the press yesterday that Mr. Dodge testi-

fied to that effect.

THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc it is goiug to be difficult to balance

the budget. If it weren't difficult, it would have been done long

ago, because no one wants an unbalanced budget, I hope.

It is a most difficult task, because far over and beyond those

projects and programs which are contained in the budget, that

you have seen in the budget proposals, there are other projects,

some of which look to the casual observer to be terrifically im-

portant, are not even budgeted for; lying behind all of the things

we are doing, and plan to do, are other things that you can easily

point up are desirable to do.

So it is a terrifically difficult thing to balance this budget, to

get income and outgo balanced, and still do all the things that

we need to do; that's the point I am trying to make, because there

are so many other things to do, if you had any surplus.

Q. Robert Spivack, New York Post: Mr. President, do you

think that Senator McCarthy's investigation of the Voice of
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America is helping the fight against communism?
THE PRESIDENT. Well, I don't fctiow exactly what he is aiming

to do, but I would say this: it is a question that I will not answer

without a bit more preparation on the thing, because I just

haven't thought about his particular function—^what he can do

and what would happen if he didn't do it. So it's a question

that I can't answer.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Washington Evening Star: Do you

think it would be unwise for Congress to be more specific in

changing your resolution on World War II agreements?

THE PREsroENT, Well, I am certainly not one to say that none

of my proposals can be improved by the combined wisdom of a

number of others. At the same time, I do believe this very

clearly: we want to know exactly what we are doing when we
propose anything in the form of a congressional resolution. For

example, I personally believe we might be in a very awkward
situation with respect to a few spots in this world—^Berlin and

Vienna—^if you would just say we repudiate all agreements we
have ever made during the war. I think that what the United

States repudiates is the idea that we will agree to the enslavement

of any other people.

Our whole tradition is one here of being an asylum for the

politically persecuted, and for supporting people that want to be

free and rule their own destinies. That is our record.

Take the Philippines, an enormously rich area; as quickly

as we thought they were capable of self-government we moved
out.

I believe that the United States, by and large, is just as con-

cerned about those people as it is possible to be, and therefore

we ought to state so; because without such a statement, I think

those people forget. They say "we are forgotten," and I don't

think we can afford to let them think that they are forgotten.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, in your

letter to the Speaker, you spoke of Russia having violated the

clear intent and having perverted. There is a good deal of criti-
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cism of your two predecessors having made those agreements.

Do you think they could have foreseen this perversion and
violation?

THE PREsroENT. Oh, I think I have made it quite clear, Mrs.

Craig, before a number of such press conferences, that I have no
interest in going back and raking up the ashes of the dead past.

I think there is little to be gained by such things, except as we
can find lessons for improving in the future.

Now I think it was perfectly right, in the past years, to try to

establish a method of friendship, of working through friendship,

of finding this thing that Latin scholars call a "modus vivendi."

Of course we should have sought it. But, as it is now, we be-

lieve that there has been twisted interpretation—distortion—and
we should make ourselves clear, that's all. I am not trying to

criticize.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, Christian Science Monitor: Mr.
President, Senator Taft remarked this week, in connection with

the congressional investigation, that he thought that Communists
who might be teachers in the schools should not be automatically

fired unless it was demonstrated that they were using their posi-

tion to influence the thinking of the students on the subject of

communism. I would like to ask if you share this view, or would
be willing to comment on it?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mr. Drummoud, there are certain things

that are personal, personal in the terms of practicality—feasi-

bility. Now I have no doubt that most—say almost 100 percent

of Americans—would like to stamp out all traces of communism
in our country; it is methods of approaching it.

Now, for myself—I don't mind telling you, for it's a matter of

record—I went to Columbia as its President, and I insisted on one
thing, that the facts of all philosophies and doctrines of govern-

ment should be taught there, including communism; the facts

should be taught; but that if we had a known Communist in our

faculty and he could not be discharged because of anything else, I

was automatically discharged. I personally would not be a party
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to an organism where there was a known card-carrying Com-
munist in such a responsible position as teaching our young a

philosophy, because there it becomes preaching, it is exhortation,

it is doctrine as opposed to teaching facts.

Q. Mr. Drummond: One thing more, then. I think perhaps

the Senator was referring to Communists who might be teaching

mathematics or calculus or something like that. His view

was

THE PRESIDENT. Well, again, Mr. Drummond, it is not quite

so simple as you think. I was shown a book, just after the close

of World War II; it was a German textbook in arithmetic.

Now, instead of having the traditional apples or bushels of wheat,

and so on, to deal with in the problems, it was problems couched in

this language : "if there are so many Sudeten Germans in Czecho-

slovakia who actually belong to Mr. Hitler," and so on. So you

can use mathematics to be rather doctrinal.

Q. Bamet Nover, Denver Post: Do you plan to recommend
early congressional action on statehood for Alaska?

THE PRESIDENT. I bclievc the Republican Platform says that

Alaska's situation will be studied, to make a determination as to

whether or not statehood should be recommended and granted.

I think in the case of Hawaii the case has been proved. It's a

large population, it has a broad local industry to support it, a

broad tax base; they provided fighting men in the war that made
a fine record, and in numbers. The case has been proved.

To my mind, not yet has the Alaskan case been completely

proved. It is more of a dependency than it is a separate and

self-supporting region. I think the cases are not the same, so I

am not yet prepared to make such a recommendation.

Q. Fletcher Knebel, Cowles Publications: Mr. President, at

the time of your inauguration, stories were printed that you had
told friends you would not run for a second term. Have you

in fact made a decision, or imparted it to anyone?

THE PRESIDENT. Very naturally, I wouldn't make a serious

declaration on such a subject at this moment. I probably have
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made as many facetious remarks as I thought my friends could

bear. I have said nothing seriously on the subject. [Laughter]

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, have your studies reached the point where you can say any-

thing about the reciprocal trade agreements act, whether you

want it extended "as is," or whether you would eliminate the peril

points and the escape clauses?

THE PRESIDENT. No—I Can't Say that, and I don't believe that

I have heard anyone say yet that you could just extend it exactly

"as is." But on the other hand, I think that some kind of peril

point or escape clause must be contained ; because to me that rep-

resents somewhat the middle way in this thing, and you cannot go

wholly one way nor the other.

Q. Mr. Brandt : On that point, would you liberalize it or make
it stricter? Now some of the Congressmen would make it very

strict, and others would give you greater discretion in considering

a broader picture, such as they did in the Swiss watches,

garlic, and so forth.

THE PREsroENT. Well, I really can't answer it in such specific

terms this morning. I can only say this : that we must never be

in the position of being too wise for the moment, and hurting our-

selves for the long pull. And I think, however, that our Congress

can see such a point as well as can the administration. I would

certainly hope to make them see such a view, but as to exactly

how that idea will crystallize into law, I cannot yet foresee.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, can you

comment on the break in relations between Russia and Israel?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I havc no study on it at all.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, going back to Ros-

coe Drummond's questions, would you comment on what you

regard the role of Congress—on what investigating powers, in

your judgment, it should have in the field of education, specifically

Communists in education?

THE PRESIDENT. I think that it would be extremely dangerous

to try to limit the power of Congress to investigate. I think it is
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one of those things that, in the long run, as we trust the will of the

American people to produce the best answer for America, then I

think in the long run this power in the hands of Congress—^which

they must have—^must be treated properly and used properly by

their long-term self-restraint, let us say, in bringing always into

the problem moral values as well as strictly legal and constitu-

tional values. Now I can't answer it more specifically than that,

because it's one of those questions not capable of being answered.

I can have an idea how they ought to use it at the moment, but

I would certainly be the last to attempt to curtail their power.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, in terms of the meth-

ods of congressional committee investigations, there have been

three speeches from the pulpit, two of them Sunday, and one yes-

terday by Bishop Oxnam, criticizing the methods and procedures

of congressional investigating committees, not—and take the same

position that you do, that the power of investigation not be cur-

tailed. Could you be more specific in terms of your opinion of the

methods that are being adopted by congressional committees now
in the investigative field, and may I add, too, that two congres-

sional resolutions, one by Senator Kefauver and another by Sen-

ator Morse, have been introduced recommending improvements in

the methods and safeguards for witnesses testifying before such

committees. Have you any comment in a specific fashion on the

methods?

THE PREsroENT. I hopc that you will allow me to remind you

that this is a coordinate branch of Government that you are asking

me to conmient about. They establish their own rules within their

constitutional rights and responsibilities, and they follow them.

Now, frankly, I think it would be completely inappropriate for

me to comment specifically on individuals in Congress and their

methods, because presumably the Congress approves these, or

they wouldn't go on. I don't mind repeating what I have said as

often as I have spoken publicly about this subject: I believe there

is power in the Federal Govemment to defend itself against sub-

version, and against any kind of internal disease, if it wants to put
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its heart into it. But I believe also that we must never think that

we are protecting the United States, at the same time destroying

or attacking those values which have made it great. One of those

values is the right of the individual to be innocent until proved

guilty.

Now, that's all I will say on the subject.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Washington Daily News: Do you

plan to name a District Commissioner soon?

THE pREsroENT. As a matter of fact, I am not certain, and I

don't think I should discuss it. Next week, though, I will try to

give you an exact answer.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Mr. Pres-

ident, on a somewhat lighter vein, you have been in office now

for a month. I wonder if you would tell us a little bit about

how you like your new job? [Laughter] I don't think you have

expressed yourself on the subject?

THE PRESIDENT. I should Say or remind you, sir, that in the

many months, indeed the many years that I talked about such a

prospect—even in those days when I thought I had removed it

forever by a letter that I wrote—I never said I would like it.

It is not a job that I suppose it is intended one should like.

I merely say this: like everything else there are compensations.

It is an inspiration to deal with people that believe in America,

that want to do right by a country and by a people, rather than

merely selfishly seeking their own welfare. I honestly believe

that in Government today I find the selfless class really far over-

whelming what I would call the strictly selfish group. So to

that extent, at least, there is a very great satisfaction. Now the

confinement, and all the rest—those of you that have gone with

me for years, you know the degree in which I like informality,

my own individual freedom to do as I please. Those things are

what you pay.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, can you comment

on your attitude towardUMT legislation?

THE PREsroENT. Siucc the days when I first studied this prob-
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lem as a postwar thing, it has gone through many changes. Be-

fore I came home from Europe in 1945, I could not conceive of

this country ever again allowing itself to be caught in the position

that we were when we went into war in 1942. None of us here

that were war reporters or soldiers in those days, I think, can

ever quite forgive ourselves for not making certain that our youth

were properly trained before they went into Africa. There are

many, many homes today that are bereaved because we did so

fail.

Now, as to the exact position today of UMT, while we are hav-

ing this kind of a draft call to prosecute a fairly major war over in

Korea, I am not prepared to say. It is a little confused for me,

and I am awaiting final studies. There is a commission, as you

know, working on that problem, I think that commission prob-

ably differs a little bit. They think it can be done simultane-

ously; I don't quite see how it can be done, and I am waiting on

those studies.

I do say this : never will you find me hesitant in speaking up
for the discharge of the responsibility America has to train its

own youth in this day and time, until we can reach the happy

day when we don't have to fear force, and the threat of force,

like we do now.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, going back to the

question about reciprocal trade. On domestic policy, you spoke

of the natural workings of economic law, I wonder what the ap-

plication of that philosophy is to our foreign trade laws.

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc, Henry Ford's speech the other day

wants you to go the full way—each nation making exactly what it

can make best; and through the trade of these economically pro-

duced articles throughout the world, everybody's living standards

will presumably go up.

There is one factor that I should like to call to your attention,

and that is this: the terrific importance this business of trade and

partial self-sufficiency, at least in the industrial field, has for na-

tional security. One of the difficulties in Europe all these many
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years has been this: each government has found it necessary to

produce all the articles that an army or navy might need, and

consequently they have been forced into an unnatural economic

framework. The pattern has not been good.

Suppose France got into war with some other nation. Now,
France, let us say, does not make clothing, does not make cer-

tain other things, due to the free operation of economic law.

Now, under the laws of neutrality, how can she get clothes for

her soldiers, and how can she do anything in this field during the

war? So they have been forced to try to achieve self-sufficiency,

and that one thing puts a certain limit upon this free working

of the economic law in the international field.

Now, there are other factors that come into it, and of course

the age-old argument is that it is cheap labor competing with our

labor of higher standards. I do believe that we must keep our

people on the highest possible standards—certainly standards

that compare with the rest of our economy throughout.

Q. Do you believe, then, Mr. President, that considerations of

national security are the chief limiting factors on

THE PRESIDENT. No, I dou't Say it's the chief limit; I say it's a

very obvious one and that therefore when you go full-out into this

field, it will have to be in a world in which you have confidence

that we are going to have peace.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Stalin is

quoted a few weeks ago as saying that he would look favorably

on a face-to-face meeting with you. Do you think anything

could be accompHshed by such a meeting at this time? Would
you be willing to go out of this country to meet with Stalin?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, you are asking me in advance either

to say I think there is a good chance, or isn't a good chance.

I will say this: I would meet anybody, anywhere, where I

thought there was the slightest chance of doing any good, as long

as it was in keeping with what the American people expect of

their Chief Executive. In other words, I wouldn't want to just

say, "Yes, I will go anywhere." I would go to any suitable spot,
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let's say halfway between, and talk with anybody, and with the

full knowledge of our allies and friends as to the kind of thing I

was talking about, because this business of defending freedom is a

big job. It is not just one nation's job.

Q. Andrew F. Tully, Jr., Scripps-Howard Newspapers: Mr.

President, would you have any faith in any promises or agree-

ments that StaUn entered into?

THE PREsroENT. This is what I believe: any worthwhile pro-

grams for peace in the future must provide some kind of terms

and provisions that make certain it is a self-enforcing treaty; that

is, ample provisions for the kind of inspections and the kind of

things that leave no doubt as to what will happen.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], New York Times: Mr. President,

can you give us any idea of when your order on the new loyalty

program may be ready for issuance? That has been held up for

some weeks.

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc, that is in the hands of somebody

else working on it, so I can't give you the exact time. The only

thing I can say is they are working very hard, and I think it ought

to be ready quite soon.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.

NOTE : President Eisenhower's second ecutive Office Building at 12:15 p.m.

news conference was held in the Ex- on Wednesday, February 25, 1953.

16 ^ Statementby the President Concerning the

Need for a Presidential Commission on Federal-

State Relations. February 26, 1953

FOR A LONG TIME I have thought that there must be a clari-

fication of the responsibiUties of the State and Federal govern-

ments in many fields of public activity. The Federal Government

has assumed an increasing variety of functions, many of which

originated or are duplicated in State Government.
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Another phase of this problem relates to taxation. The existing

systems of taxation, both at the Federal and State level, contain

many gross inequalities insofar as the tax burden between citizens

of different states is concerned. There is often a pyramiding of

taxation, State taxes being superimposed upon Federal taxes in

the same field.

The development of the Federal Social Security system war-

rants study. This analysis should encompass not only the dis-

tribution of costs between the State and Federal government but

also the operation and coverage of the system itself. It is a proper

function of government to help build a sturdy floor over the pit

of personal disaster, and to this objective we are all committed.

However, we are equally committed to carrying out that great

program efficiently and with greatest benefit to those whom it is

designed to help.

The purpose of the meeting to which you are invited is to

discuss with me proposed legislation providing for the creation

of the Commission, the manner of its procedure, financial support

and other related matters, and the selection of a working staff

in order to accomplish the purposes of the study.

note: The White House release of ment of a bipartisan Presidential

which this statement was a part an- commission on Federal-State rela-

nounced that the President had met tions. On March 30, in a special

on February 26 with representatives message to the Congress the Presi-

of the Congress and the Gk)vemors' dent formally recommended the

Conference, and with members of establishment of such a commission

the administration. At the meeting (see Item 39).

the President proposed the establish-

1 7 ^ Remarks Recorded for the Opening of the

Red Cross Campaign. March i , 1953

[ Broadcast over national radio and television networks ]

My fellow citizens:

The American Red Cross is one of the free institutions which

has helped to make this country great.
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What people do through the Red Cross, they do in the spirit of

free men and women voluntarily giving of themselves to help

their neighbors in time of personal tragedy, disaster, or emergency.

There are 3,700 Red Gross chapters making up one American

Red Cross—^your Red Cross.

I have here at the White House three guests whose personal

experiences have given them a vivid understanding of what the

Red Cross means.

Here is Captain Bernard Abrams who served in Korea as a

company commander in the Third Division. Captain Abrams
tells me that Red Cross field directors and Army chaplains always

got to his unit when there were personal or family problems to

handle for his men. And when he, himself, was criticallywounded
he received large quantities of plasma and blood.

And I have with me little Susie Giardina of Brooklyn, New
York, who suffers from Cooley's anemia. She is 6/2 years old.

In tl\e past 4 years she has received nearly 150 pints of blood

donated through the Red Cross. She is still receiving blood each

month.

My third guest is Miss Barbara Hussey who served as a recrea-

tion worker in hospitals in Korea during the bitterest of the

fighting.

The men and women of the Red Cross give their time and
their skill and the hard work of their hands, but only you and I

—

all the people acting together—can give them the resources they

need to carry on the great work.

This year the Red Cross needs $93 million to do its job. It also

must collect jfive million pints of blood—for the Armed Forces,

for civil defense, for civilian sick and injured—and for those most

precious civilians of all—our children. For now the Red Cross

joins in the fight against infantile paralysis by providing gamma
globulin which helps to prevent the crippling effects of polio.

This year your Red Cross serves the men arid women of a mili-

tary establishment nearly 3,600,000 strong—many of them still

enduring the rigors and dangers of Korean combat.
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Your Red Cross will serve in an unknown number of disasters.

No one knows where these calamities will take place. But every-

one knows that the Red Cross will be there.

My fellow Americans, I know the Red Cross. I have known it

in peace and in two world wars. Whatever the time or the need,

it is dedicated to strengthening the Nation by helping people to

help themselves and their neighbors. It is ready to serve. But

only we—the American people—can keep it ready.

I feel that it is one of our American privileges to support the

1953 Fund Appeal of the American Red Cross.

1 8 ^ Statement Following Discussions With

Prince Faisal, Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia.

March 2, 1953

THE PRESIDENT received His Royal Highness Prince Faisal,

Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia^ today at the White House.

During the meeting matters of mutual interest to Saudi Arabia

and the United States were discussed. The President expressed

his great pleasure at having the opportunity of receiving so dis-

tinguished a representative of a country with which the United

States enjoys especially close relations. He expressed his concern

over some evidence that there had lately occurred a deterioration

in relations between the Arab nations and the United States. He
stated that it would be his firm purpose to seek to restore the spirit

of confidence and trust which had previously characterized these

relations and he hoped that the Arab leaders would be inspired

by the same purpose.

The President alluded to the many strong educational and cul-

tural ties which had developed between the Arab world and the

United States over a period of many decades and stated that he

was confident that this provided a foundation of good will on

which to build during the coming years to mutual advantage.
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The President also emphasized his great personal interest in the

welfare and progress of Saudi Arabia and the other States in the

Near East. The President requested Prince Faisal to convey his

cordial greetings to His Majesty King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud.

19 ^ Citation Accompanying the Distinguished

Service Medal Presented to GeneralVan Fleet.

March 9^, 1953

THE PRESIDENT of the United States of America, authorized

by Act of Congress July 9, 19 18, has awarded the Distinguished

Service Medal, Third Oak Leaf Cluster, to

GENERAL JAMES A. VAN FLEET^ USA

for exceptionally meritorious service in a duty of great respon-

sibility:

General James A. Van Fleet, United States Army, distinguished

himself by exceptionally meritorious service to the United States

Govemment and the United Nations in a position of great trust

and grave responsibility during the period 14 April 1951 to 11

February 1953. Commanding the Eighth United States Army
in Korea and exercising operational control over the forces of

the Republic of Korea and those of sixteen United Nations, Gen-

eral Van Fleet's outstanding services have been instrumental in

furthering the United Nations' resistance to the Communist

armed aggression against the peace and freedom of the world.

Dw^GHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : The Distinguished Service presented by the President to General

Medal, Third Oak Leaf Cluster, was Van Fleet at the White House.
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20 ^ Statementby the President Concerning the

Illness of Joseph Stalin. March 4, 1 953

AT THIS MOMENT in history when multitudes of Russians

are anxiously concerned because of the illness of the Soviet ruler

the thoughts of America go out to all the peoples of the

U.S.S.R.—the men and women, the boys and girls—^in the

villages, cities, farms and factories of their homeland.

They are the children of the same God who is the Father of all

peoples everywhere. And like all peoples, Russia's millions

share our longing for a friendly and peaceful world.

Regardless of the identity of government personalities, the

prayer of us Americans continues to be that the Almighty will

watch over the people of that vast country and bring them, in

His wisdom, opportunity to live their lives in a world where all

men and women and children dwell in peace and comradeship.

21 ^ Statement by the President on the Occasion

of the Swearing In of Val Peterson as Administrator,

Federal Civil Defense Administration.

March ^, 1953

THE TASK of civil defense is vital to our national life. It

demands a preparedness that can do more than limit the dam-

age of a wartime disaster. It means developing a preparedness,

a vigilance, so impressive as to deter aggression itself.

Here—as throughout our national policy

—

wc must act from a

lesson learned at terrible cost. That lesson is: to serve our

reasoned hope for the best, we must be ready steadfastly to meet

the worst.

There is no other way to confront the despot, no other language

to talk to the aggressor.
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This awareness must touch every community, every citizen, of

our land. The recruiting, training and organizing of volunteers

competent to meet any emergency are tasks largely of our state

and local governments.

The responsibility of the Federal Government is to provide

leadership. This entails more than the stockpiling of supplies

and furnishing of technical guidance. It demands inspiring our

whole citizenry to be alert to their collective task.

I am happy that the direction of this vital work of the Federal

Government is now entrusted to so able and dedicated a public

servant as Governor Val Peterson, our new Federal Defense

Administrator.

22 ^ The President's News Conference of

March % 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, ladics and gentlemen, I have little of my
own repertoire that I want to present this morning.

I think that the one subject that is engaging the attention of

the world today, more than any other, is the illness of Generalis-

simo Premier StaUn, and its possible effect upon the struggle

that has been going on so long between the free world and the

Communist world.

I did issue a statement yesterday, to express the hope—^which

I believe is that of all America—that no matter what these per-

sonalities are, who they may be, that all of us will seriously pursue

the goal of peace, to see whether or not we cannot resolve ques-

tions so that real progress can be made.

As to the effect this change in Russia will have upon us, upon

this whole struggle, I cannot say. Of course, we discuss it—all

of us, my most intimate advisers. We take the various possibili-

ties and we end up largely where we started, I imagine just as

you folks do.
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But in all of the possibilities, we all must—as I see it—cling to

the one determination: to make progress in this line.

Two other subjects I have meant to mention briefly: one was

reorganization, which you know we have been working very hard

on. It is progressing, and I think that next week the first of

our plans will be ready to go before the Congress. Not that it

has priority of itself, but merely because it is more nearly ready

to go than any other. It will involve the Federal Security

Agency, and will be presented, I think, next week.

The other item was just to make a comment about the removal

of price controls. I have been gratified to see that there has been

little discernible evidence that anyone is trying to gouge, or take

advantage of the situation. There has been a moderation and a

restraint observed that I think have been noticeable and

admirable.

The only real price change was one that everybody knew would

occur, which was in copper, in which we had a control price of

24^ cents and the world price was considerably higher. There

has been a shift upward of 6 or 7 cents a\pound, I think, in our

own domestic market, or a little less in some cases. But in any

event, it inspires, or you might say it certainly confirms, my belief

that the American people are ready to be considerate, to be

moderate. I am very hopeful that there is going to be a climate

established that will involve labor-management relations and all

of the other difficult problems here at home, which will minimize

the inflationary pressures on our economy.

That is to be done, and can be done, as I see it, only as each

of us, all of us, tries to weigh his opportunity for immediate gain

against the long-term good of the country—which means the long-

term good of all of us. And I hope that the experience, so far,

in this removal of price control gives renewed evidence that we
are not entirely naive in looking for such a development in all

fields.

Now, with those brief comments, we will start the questions.

77



^22 Public Papers of the Presidents

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press : Mr. President, in view of

what seems to be an inevitable change in Russian leadership, do

you think that such a change will worsen or improve the anti-

Semitic situation which Russia seems responsible for now?

THE PREsroENT. Well, no, I can't tell, of course; and it would

be foolish to give anything that would appear to be an authorita-

tive conclusion. Here is something that has come up that is

distressing to all of us. We deplore it. In a way it is heart-

breaking, particularly so for one who, like myself, had so much
experience with the horror camps of World War II, and saw

these remnants of these people of this same faith and blood ground

down to nothing but just remnants of humanity.

And to think of that going on again, it is—it is rather depress-

ing; it's worse—it's just heartbreaking, as I said.

Now, as to exactly what effect this change will have on that,

Mr. Smith, I am just not prepared to say. But certainly, we can

hope for the best. And you are even puzzled as to whether it is

wise to say anything, because anything that one in my position

might say could be used as an excuse to make these conditions

worse. So it comes down to it that it is a part, again, of this

whole world effort that we are making, and which is going to be

successful only as all America—^indeed, all the free world—^keeps

its heart right into the job.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, will the discussion

with Foreign Secretary Eden now be broadened to include eventu-

alities in connection with this illness of Premier Stalin?

THE PRESIDENT. I would scarccly say broadened, and I would

scarcely talk about eventualities, for the reason that whatever is

going to happen is going to happen inside of the Soviet Union.

We would have nothing to do about that. We might, say, discuss

some of the results or possible consequences. But as I say, only

time can foretell what that can be.

The talks are informative. The British officials have come over

here to apprise us of certain developments in the Commonwealth
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conferences of some months back, and they are not intended to

be the basis of an immediate agreement of any kind. So these

talks will be informative for us. I think there will be a conmiuni-

que issued—^probably a joint one, when they have finished these

conferences. That is about all I can say.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Did you discuss the economic as-

pects of Anglo-American relations with Mr. Eden yesterday or,

specifically, the illness of Premier Stalin?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, all I discusscd in the world was old

friendships—^he brought me greetings from an old friend of mine,

the Prime Minister—^we had a friendly talk, and then we dis-

cussed the world situation as we saw it, the identity of our hopes

in many ways, but nothing that was specific enough to make the

subject of a talk here at all.

Q. Douglas Cornell of United—^Associated Press

—

[loud and

prolonged laughter]. Going back to old relations of my own.

I would like to ask you, sir, whether you favor the adherence to

the wording of the enslavement resolution as you originally pre-

sented it, or whether it is satisfactory to you the way the Senate

has now changed it?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think I mentioned last week that I had

sent a resolution to Congress that I thought was representative of

the convictions of the American people in their refusal to recog-

nize the enslavement of any people. I also said at that time, as

I recall, that I had no particular authorial pride, and if it was

found necessary to change some wording, I had no objection.

Now, on the other hand, there has developed, apparently, a

sort of technical difference on the Hill as how best to express a

certain thought. I think no one disagrees with the thought that

has been put in this amendment. But how they settle it, I say,

very definitely is their business. I would certainly hate to see

the general meaning and tone of the resolution changed, but so

far as I know, there is no such purpose.

Q. RoscoeDrummond, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Presi-
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dent, may I ask whether you feel that it would be wiser to have no

resolution than to have one which could only pass by a narrow

vote because of partisan differences?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mr. Drummoud, I don't believe that I

want to express a very definite conviction. I would want to see

the thing exactly, know all the circumstances. But I do believe

this: unless we are successful in showing that here is a thought

that expresses the mass opinion of America, then it is no good.

In any dealing in a foreign problem, if America is 50-50 in

looking at this, or 51 percent-49 percent, then the person abroad

with whom you are dealing, or the individual, or situation, or

atmosphere, is not much affected.

Q. Mr. Drummond : May I ask another question, Mr. Presi-

dent? May I ask whether, in view of the news from Moscow,

you are considering sending Mr. Bohlen to Moscow somewhat

earlier than might otherwise be the case?

THE PRESIDENT. I havcu't discusscd the thought, this is the

first time it has occurred to me. I haven't considered it up to

this moment.

Q. James B. Reston, New York Times: I wondered, sir, if you

would comment on the Iranian situation, and especially whether

you had made any appeal to the Shah or to the Prime Minister

there recently?

THE PRESIDENT. I exchanged greetings with the Prime Min-

ister before the inauguration, to assure him of our continued

friendly interest in that region. Since this latest difficulty has

arisen, I have not personally sent any message, although, of

course, our whole Government watches this with the closest at-

tention. It is a very delicate situation, and since it is an internal

one, there is little that any outsider can do, even when they intend

to be very helpful.

We have a lot of hopes, of course, that this thing will straighten

itself out, but it is, to say the least, delicate.

Q. Mr. Reston: Do you regard the activities of the Tudeh
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Party—the Communist Party in Iran—as an internal situation?

THE PRESIDENT. We may not. But in any country where a

Communist Party is recognized, for them it is an internal situation.

We would very greatly resent anyone coming in America from

the outside and telling us what we should do about Communists;

we think we know, or that would be our attitude. So for them,

it is an internal situation, no matter where the inspiration for the

Tudeh Party comes from.

Q. Leslie R. Honeycutt, Army Times: There have been

reports, sir, that you are planning to name Congressman Kearney

of New York to the post of Administrator of Veterans Affairs.

Are those reports true?

THE PRESIDENT. This is the first time I have heard the name
suggested in this connection.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, you said last week
that you would be willing to go halfway to a meeting with Stalin

or other world leaders in the cause of peace. Does this hold for

any Russian leader who might succeed Stalin?

THE PRESIDENT. So far as I can tell from this moment, yes; I

have no feeling about this. If there is any way to promote the

cause of peace, there is no personal inconvenience or sacrifice

that I wouldn't make that I can think of. Now, the only thing

that I would demand is, after all, that things be done in accord-

ance with what America thinks is fitting to do and where there is,

as I say, legitimate reason to believe that some advance can be

made.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President, I

would like to put this question to you, about the resolution before

Congress, a little more directly. Some people have interpreted

the amendment which was made by the committee as represent-

ing a break between you and Senator Taft. Would you care to

comment on that line of comment with regard to the resolution?

THE PRESIDENT. So far as I know, there is not the slightest sign

of a rift or break between Senator Taft and me. And if anyone

knows of any, I don't.
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Q. Mr. Wilson: You are in complete agreement on the

resolution?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't Say the resolution itself. As to whether

or not it was necessary to put in this particular point, I don^t

know. As I say, it is a technical point that arose. Everybody

agrees on the sentiment. It's a technical point rather than one

of substance.

Q. Pat Munroe, Albuquerque Journal: Mr. President, they

have been getting careless with fire down in our State, and burned

some ballots in the recent election

—

[laughter]—^the Hurley-

Chavez election. I wonder if you have any comment to make on

the upcoming contest that General Hurley is making for the seat

of Mr. Chavez in the Senate?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I dou't believe that the Executive has a

single thing to do with such a contest. Is not a Senate committee

completely responsible, a Senate group? I think they are, and it

hasn't been brought to my attention.

I didn't know they had the fire. [Laughter]

Q. [Speaker unidentified]^ Christian Science Monitor: Do
you feel the executive branch of the Government should make the

loyalty files available to the legislative branch?

THE PRESIDENT. You bring up a technical question that has

been bothering administrations and people for a good many years.

I think there are certain types of papers that cannot be exposed

to view. Now, whether or not the type of record that you are

talking about can be properly turned over, I don't know. The
subject has been under study by groups of the administration

since we have come in, but no one has made a report to me.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] , Washington Daily News : You indi-

cated last week that you might have something to say today about

the appointment of a District Commissioner. I wonder if you do?

THE PRESIDENT. I should like to. I will tell you this: it has

been the subject of study and investigation, and search and re-

search ever since you asked the question. We are not quite ready

to make an annoimcement, I am sorry.
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Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, going back

to the enslavement resolution, quite apart from anything else, do

you think that imminent change of leadership in Russia makes it

more or less desirable to deal with that in Congress now?
THE PRESIDENT. Well, I havc the feeling that Russia works

out for itself a plan, and follows it. Little changes in the details

of the foreign situation from their viewpoint, I believe, make
little difference. I believe they follow a studied plan. Conse-

quently, I don't think they would give too much importance over

there to the timing of a resolution such as this.

What I really want to do is to put ourselves on record before

all the world, including ourselves, that we never agreed to the

enslavement of peoples that has occurred, and that as long as that

condition persists, we see a danger to freedom and to ourselves

in the world. That's all I am trying to do.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, I would like to ask

you two questions that are not quite related: first, in regard to

the developments in Russia, is your feeling or the feeling of your

advisers one of misgiving now, or one of optimism, as a result

of the events in the last day or so?

THE PRESIDENT. I think it is a very definite watchfulness; that

is the way I would express it.

Q. Now, the second question is on a somewhat different sub-

ject: I have been told that the Attorney General has advised you
that in the Rosenberg case, that if the Rosenbergs were to discuss

in full or tell in full all they know about Russian espionage, that

their sentence would be commuted to life. Is that correct?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't kuow how he could tell me that.

I believe that I am the only person that can commute. So I don't

know how anybody else could tell me they would do it.

Q. It has not been discussed then?

THE PRESIDENT. On all the evidence I had in front of me, I

decided that the courts had done for these people everything

possible, given them every right, and I was not going to interfere.

If any other different situation arises that makes it look like a
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question of policy, of state policy, they can bring it back to me.

As of now, my decision was made purely on the basis of what the

courts had found in all this long discussion.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Beaumont Enterprise: There is some

confusion, sir, about the submerged lands and the policy of the

administration. Would you say if you still favor restoring full

ownership to the States within historic boundaries?

THE PRESIDENT. Within histoHC boundaries?

Q. Mrs. McClendon: Yes sir.

THE PRESIDENT. Which docsu't mean, of course, that the Fed-

eral Government does not perform certain functions in that

region. There are all sorts of things—^security, smuggling, many
other things that fall to the Federal Government to do—that they

do in those regions, but up to historic boundaries, as far as I am
concerned, that is State property.

Q. Mrs. McClendon: State property. All right, sir. The
other question you promised last time you would have for me
the answer this time. [Laughter] Do you favor retaining con-

trol and construction planning of upstream dams by the Soil

Conservation Service within the Department of Agriculture?

THE PRESIDENT. In Other words, your question is, do I favor

keeping it in the Department of Agriculture, not some place

else?

Q, Mrs. McClendon: Yes.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that is the very point that is under study

this moment, I have been informed by both Interior and Agri-

culture that they are not quite ready to report on it. I do say,

as a matter of conviction, that I am very hopeful of getting it

done in an efficient and effective manner, because I believe in

this upstream conservation very much, as an individual. I don't

know what either the Interior or Agriculture would say to me
about that, but that is my view.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: The Attorney

General has suggested some complications on offshore oil, and

the one formula he offered before Congress was that the States
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be given the right to take out oil but not full title

THE PRESIDENT. But not what?

Q. Mr. Leviero: ^not full title to the deposits. Now, does

that agree with your concept of it?

THE PRESIDENT. The Attorney General necessarily has to delve

into the legal questions involved, but every State has within its

historic boundaries certain public lands that belong to that State.

Now, that is the way I look upon these lands. And I think I told

you last week, or a couple of weeks ago, how my convictions on

this thing were formed some years back when I studied the docu-

ments that had to do with the Texan admission into the Nation.

I believe I can read English, and after I formed my conviction,

I have never found anything to change it.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Last week you

said you did not want to comment on the St. Lawrence Seaway

proposition until the study made by certain Government agencies

had been made available to you. However, in your Abilene

speech of last June, if I remember correctly, you did endorse the

St. Lawrence power project. Now, I would like to ask two

closely allied questions: first, do you favor the proposition that

New York develop the power jointly with the Province of On-
tario; and secondly, have you communicated with, or do you

intend to communicate to the Federal Power Commission your

views on the situation, in view of the fact that the hearing on

the power question has now ended?

THE PRESIDENT [laughing]. The St. Lawrence Waterway
seems to reach into a lot of places. Actually, I have heard no

objection to this proposition of power development with New York
State, but on the other hand, there has been no finalized type of

recommendation placed in front of me. And so I couldn't say

that the administration is prepared to give a complete blessing

or to abandon it.

As a matter of personal conviction, I still believe what I said

in Abilene. I remember distinctly. I also said, at that time,

that if the St. Lawrence Waterway was an economic necessity
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for our country, eventually it would come. It would make little

difference what I thought about it; if it does turn out to be an
economic necessity, it's bound to come someday.

Q. [Speaker unidentified]'. Mr. President, I wonder if you
would care to comment on the Bell report?

THE PRESIDENT. On the what?

Q. The Bell report on foreign trade, that you received yes-

terday?

THE PRESIDENT. Hc brought it in, and we discussed it only very

briefly, so briefly that I don't believe it would be fair to comment.

I must say this: I was certainly favorably impressed by the process

which they had gone through, not only the membership of the

commission, but the people to whom they turned it over for

review, including among others John Williams, whom I admire

greatly. While they had comments to make on it, the general

reaction was favorable; so I would think in general it is probably

a very, very good report, and worthy of study.^

Q. [Speaker unidentified]^ Akron Beacon Journal: Mr. Presi-

dent, this week the RFC sent you its recommendations for selling

the Government synthetic rubber plants. Do you favor getting

the Government out of the rubber business this year?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the recommendation hasn't reached me
yet; therefore I don't know any of the arguments on either side of

the question. As all of you people know, I have reiterated time

and again the generalization by which I live; I believe in getting

the Federal Government out of everything it can legitimately get

out of, but I don't know anything about this particular question.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, do you
favor extension of the draft to 30 or 36 months, as General Van
Fleet favors it?

* On March 3, the White House announced that Daniel W. Bell, Acting Chairman
of the Public Advisory Board for Mutual Security, presented to the President the report
of the special survey of United States trade policies. The study was initiated on July
13, 1952. The report is titled "A Trade and Tariff Policy in the National Interest:

A Report to the President by the Public Advisory Board for Mutual Security" (Gov-
ernment Printing Office, 1953).
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THE PRESroENT. No.

Q. Glenn Thompson, Cincinnati Enquirer: Mr. President, do

you have any information in anywise different from that that has

been published about the state of Premier Stalin's health?

THE PRESIDENT. None.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, is

there anything you can say about Korea, as a result of General

Van Fleet's visit to the White House?

THE PRESIDENT. No. I think that every conclusion and con-

viction that we have had, formed over the late months, have

been expressed publicly. I don't think there is anything new.

Nothing that I can think of, anyway.

Q. [Speaker unidentified]: Mr. President, on your Federal

Security reorganization, does that provide for the creation of a

new Cabinet post—a new department of Government?

THE PRESIDENT. I Certainly intend to recommend that. Now I

am not certain whether it's right in the plan, whether that's the

way it will be done or not, but I think so.

Q. If it's in that plan it will be

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU Certainly recommend it.

Q. Arthur Sylvester, Newark News : Mr. President, do you, by

considering Iran an internal problem, relinquish the initiative to

the Russian Communists operating through the Tudeh Party?

THE PRESIDENT. Very naturally

—

we are represented there.

We do every single thing we can to protect the interests of the

United States everywhere on the globe, including Iran. What I

meant was, that it is not proper for me here to comment on things

that are internal and which could be properly resented. But

make no mistake: the reason we have representatives around the

world is to protect American interests wherever they may be en-

dangered or in difficulties.

Q. Mr. Sylvester: May I ask one other question? Do you

consider that a field for your psychological warfare man, Mr.

Jackson or whoever it may be?

THE PRESIDENT. I rather dislike the term "psychological war-

87



^ 22 Public Papers of the Presidents

fare," although no one really has invented a better one. The
United States is trying to present certain salient facts to the world,

facts, for example, as to what our purpose is, our intent, what

we are doing and what we are prepared to do to further those

purposes. And they are not understood. All of you are familiar

with stories of where we have tried to be helpful and have earned

nothing but vituperation and criticism. What we are trying to

do is to find some way of making effective all of the things we do

in one concerted plan, of showing the world what this purpose,

what these methods, what they are specifically—that we are not

imperialistic, we are simply trying to help create a world in which

free men can live decently.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, do you think that

Senator McCarthy's investigations into the Voice of America are

furthering the purpose about which you just spoke?

THE PRESIDENT. I think last week I declined to speak about

that point. I have always supported and insisted upon the right

of the Congress to conduct such investigations as it sees fit. I

think it is inherent in its powers and its responsibilities. Now,
when it gets into fields in which I think some misunderstanding

or damage or difficulty can arise, why, I have to watch it—do my
best to show them my convictions. But I don't believe it is really

a proper thing for me to be discussing publicly a coordinate

branch of Government. If ever I find that necessary, it will be

through some change of views. I try to avoid it.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Washington Star: In connection

with this—^your reorganization of Federal Security—is the ad-

ministration giving any—^has it any plans concerning change of

functions of any kind from the Veterans Administration to the

FSA?
THE PRESIDENT. No—oh, as a matter of fact, there may be

some tiny included thing; but in general, no.

Q. Health and education programs

THE PRESIDENT. Not SO far as I know.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.
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note: President Eisenhower's third ecutive Office Building at 10:30 a.m.

news conference was held in the Ex- on Thursday, March 5, 1953.

23 ^ Remarks to the American Retail Federation.

March ^, 1953

Ladies and gentlemen:

As I walked in, your president thanked me for taking the time

out of what I rightfully described as a busy day, to come over

here. I felt that I should thank him for doing just that, and

getting me out of the maelstrom I was glad to leave behind for

a bit.

Besides, I had a chore—a sort of obligation, a duty—that I

thought I might discharge here.

As you all know, my education in politics has been very short

but intense. I have been learning something of the functions of

the different sectors of our economy and of our Government.

And I learned that you people have been doing something for

the Government without getting paid for it : that you have been

collecting taxes for us. So I thought it would be no less than my
duty to come over and thank you most gratefully for those con-

tributions, because I assure you they are needed these days, as far

as I can see.

I am not going to pretend to a wisdom in retailing and market-

ing that would justify my taking your time. I hope your meeting

here is profitable, and I hope also that you are having an enjoy-

able convention. But I am willing to call attention to one re-

sponsibility you people have, that I doubt that anyone else has

spoken about.

It is in the realm of memory. I see some of you here—I hate

to be insulting—^who I could call contemporaries 6f mine. Now,
particularly if you came from the smaller towns and villages

—

farming areas of our country—^you have memories that are price-

less. They so often centered around the retail store, the open
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cracker barrel, the prune barrel, the pickle jug or keg. Places

where things were sold and people gathered because they needed

them. They were the social centers of our time.

And our memories today—^since we know that man does not

live by bread alone those memories are valuable. They center

around that time, that place, those connections, those contacts.

This is what I want to know from the retailers of today: what

are you doing to give the kids that are 6 years old to 1 2 similar

memories when they are our age? Memories that will live with

them?

Now, I think this important. I know that during Christmas

time you get out the finest and biggest Santa Clauses with more
pillows and more beards than they ever had in my time. As a

matter of fact I don't think we had them then. But that is not

quite enough. They have got to have something that so far as

possible makes up for what we had. They have their television,

but that they will have with them always. Those won't be their

valuable memories. Something that brings about homely con-

tacts with other Americans, where they learn something—^some-

thing they carry with them—^some proverb—even an aphorism.

I hope that the American retailers will not forget to sell mem-
ories. I don't think there's a lot of philosophy in this thought of

mine, yet it is something that has some value.

Now, frankly, I came over to bid you welcome as representa-

tives of a great portion of our economy and of our American
life—a very necessary part; to come here and say how glad the

administration is to see you here, to wish you a very enjoyable

and fine time, to hope you will come again, that the sun will

shine and everything will be wonderful while you are here. I

came for nothing else, then I just got to talking, as I so often do.

Thank you very much, and goodbye.

note: The President spoke at the ferred to Rowland Jones, Jr., presi-

Statler Hotel in Washington at i : 00 dent of the federation,

p.m. In his opening words he re-
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24 ^ Message Conveying the Government's

Official Condolences on the Death ofJoseph Stalin.

Afart:/i 5, 1953

THE GOVERNMENT of the United States tenders its official

condolences to the Government of the U.S.S.R. on the death of

Generalissimo Joseph Stalin, Prime Minister of the Soviet Union.

NOTE : This message, sent by the Sec- the American Embassy to the Soviet

retary of State at the request of the Foreign Office.

President, was transmitted through

25 ^ Letter to Horace M.Albright Concerninga

Mid-Century Conference on Resources.

March 6y 1953

[ Released March 6, 1953. Dated March 2, 1953 ]

Dear Mr. Albright:

I have been most interested to learn from time to time that

your arrangements for a mid-century Conference on Resources

have been taking shape, and that you will hold early this spring

a national meeting of sponsors to review plans and set the con-

ference date.

As you know from our previous discussions, I believe the full

and economical development of natural resources is essential to

economic growth and national security, I hope the conserva-

tion movement, begun under President Theodore Roosevelt, will

continue to prosper and grow in influence. This letter will as-

sure you that you and your associates have my sincere wishes for

a successful conference.

The demands placed upon our resource base of land, forests,

minerals, fuels and water have been exceedingly great during

recent years of war and defense preparation. The prospect for
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large continued requirements for resources and raw materials

means we shall have to rely increasingly upon new sources, new

technology and more rigorous conservation. Clearly, the Govern-

ment, as well as private groups—^including industry, agriculture,

labor, conservation, education—^has a considerable responsi-

bility for the better management of resources. Accordingly,

I am asking the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of the

Interior, and other Federal officials concemed with resources to

render appropriate staff assistance in preparing for the

conference.

I believe that private organizations, such as Resources for the

Future, Inc., should be encouraged to undertake studies and pro-

mote discussion of national issues on a competent and nonpartisan

basis, and I am sure that both the Executive Branch and the Con-

gress will review with interest the conclusions reached.

I have been told that you contemplate extending to me an in-

vitation to attend the conference. Barring some presently un-

foreseen circumstances, I think the chances are good of my being

able to accept an invitation to express a word of welcome and

appreciation.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : A letter from Mr. Albright, Mr. Albright served as President, Re-

dated February 21, 1953, was re- sources for the Future, Inc.

leased with the President's reply.

26 ^ Statement by the President Following

MeetingWith Elliott Newcomb, Secretary General

of the World Veterans Federation. March y, 1 953

I HAVE been greatly encouraged to learn from Mr. Newcomb of

the progress made among these millions of veterans in support of

the United Nations and its stand in Korea, as well as its support
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of European Unity and collective security against aggression. No
one can deny the right of those who have fought in the defense of

freedom to unite in its defense today. The participation of sev-

eral of our American veterans' organizations in this international

federation of millions of ex-servicemen from many nations is

gratifying proof that veterans of our nation are aware of the

necessity of mutual understanding and common effort among men
of good will from many lands.

27 ^ Citation Accompanying the Medal of

Honor Presented to Corporal Duane E. Dewey.

March 12, 1953

THE PRESIDENT of the United States in the name of The
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to

CORPORAL DUANE E. DEWEY
UNIFED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CrrATioN

:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Gunner in

a Machine-Gun Platoon of Company E, Second Battalion, Fifth

Marines, First Marine Division (Reinforced), in action against

enemy aggressor forces near Panmunjom, Korea, on 16 April

1952. When an enemy grenade landed close to his position while

he and his assistant gunner were receiving medical attention for

their woimds during a fierce night attack by numerically superior

hostile forces. Corporal Dewey, although suffering intense pain,

immediately pulled the corpsman to the ground and, shouting a

warning to the other Marines around him, bravely smothered the

deadly missile with his body, personally absorbing the full force

of the explosion to save his comrades from possible injury or
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death. His indomitable courage, outstanding initiative and

valiant efforts in behalf of others in the face of almost certain

death reflect the highest credit upon Corporal Dewey and en-

hance the finest traditions of the United States Naval Service.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The medal was presented by the President in his office.

28 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan i of 1953

Creating the Department of Health, Education, and

Welfare. March 12, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. i of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the provisions of the Reorganization

Act of 1949, as amended.

In my message of February 2, 1953, 1 stated that I would send

to the Congress a reorganization plan defining a new administra-

tive status for Federal activities in health, education, and social

security. This plan carries out that intention by creating a De-

partment of Health, Education, and Welfare as one of the execu-

tive departments of the Government and by transferring to it the

various units of the Federal Security Agency. The Department

will be headed by a Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare,

who will be assisted by an Under Secretary and two Assistant

Secretaries.

The purpose of this plan is to improve the administration of

the vital health, education, and social security functions now
being carried on in the Federal Security Agency by giving them
departmental rank. Such action is demanded by the impor-

tance and magnitude of these functions, which affect the well-

being of millions of our citizens. The programs carried on by

the Public Health Service include, for example, the conduct and
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promotion of research into the prevention and cure of such dan-

gerous aihnents as cancer and heart disease. The Public Health

Service also administers payments to the States for the support

of their health services and for urgently needed hospital con-

struction. The Office of Education collects, analyzes and

distributes to school administrators throughout the country infor-

mation relating to the organization and management of

educational systems. Among its other functions is the provision

of financial help to school districts burdened by activities of the

United States Government. State assistance to the aged, the

blind, the totally disabled, and dependent children is heavily

supported by grants-in-aid administered through the Social Se-

curity Administration. The old age and survivors insurance sys-

tem and child development and welfare programs are additional

responsibilities of that Administration, Other offices of the Fed-

eral Security Agency are responsible for the conduct of Federal

vocational rehabilitation programs and for the enforcement of

food and drug laws.

There should be an imremitting effort to improve those health,

education, and social security programs which have proved their

value. I have already recommended the expansion of the social

security system to cover persons not now protected, the continu-

ation of assistance to school districts whose population has been

greatly increased by the expansion of defense activities, and the

strengthening of our food and drug laws.

But good intent and high purpose are not enough; all such

programs depend for their success upon efficient, responsible ad-

ministration. I have recently taken action to assure that the

Federal Security Administrator's views are given proper consid-

eration in executive councils by inviting her to attend meetings

of the Cabinet. Now the establishment of the new Department

provided for in Reorganization Plan No. i of 1953 will give the

needed additional assurance that these matters will receive the

full consideration they deserve in the whole operation of the

Government.
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This need has long been recognized. In 1923, President Hard-

ing proposed a Department of Education and Welfare, which

was also to include health functions. In 1924, the Joint Com-
mittee on Reorganization recommended a new department simi-

lar to that suggested by President Harding. In 1932, one of

President Hoover's reorganization proposals called for the con-

centration of health, education and recreational activities in a

single executive department. The President's Committee on

Administrative Management in 1937 recommended the placing

of health, education and social security functions in a Depart-

ment of Social Welfare. This recommendation was partially

implemented in 1939 by the creation of the Federal Security

Agency—by which action the Congress indicated its approval of

the grouping of these functions in a single agency. A new de-

partment could not be proposed at that time because the Re-

organization Act of 1939 prohibited the creation of additional

executive departments. In 1949, the Commission on Organiza-

tion of the Executive Branch of the Government proposed the

creation of a department for social security and education.

The present plan will make it possible to give the officials di-

recting the Department titles indicative of their responsibilities

and salaries comparable to those received by their counterparts in

other executive departments. As the Under Secretary of an ex-

ecutive department, the Secretary's principal assistant will be

better equipped to give leadership in the Department's organi-

zation and management activities, for which he will be primarily

responsible. The plan opens the way to further administrative

improvement by authorizing the Secretary to centralize services

and activities common to the several agencies of the Department.

It also establishes a uniform method of appointment for the

heads of the three major constituent agencies. At present, the

Surgeon General and the Commissioner of Education are ap-

pointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate, while the

Commissioner for Social Security is appointed by the Federal
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Security Administrator. Hereafter, all three will be Presidential

appointees subject to Senate confirmation.

I believe, and this plan reflects my conviction, that these several

fields of Federal activity should continue within the framework

of a single department. The plan at the same time assures that

the Office of Education and the Public Health Service retain the

professional and substantive responsibilities vested by law in those

agencies or in their heads. The Surgeon General, the Commis-

sioner of Education and the Commissioner of Social Security will

all have direct access to the Secretary.

There should be in the Department an Advisory Committee on

Education, made up of persons chosen by the Secretary from out-

side the Federal Government, which would advise the Secretary

with respect to the educational programs of the Department. I

recommend the enactment of legislation authorizing the defrayal

of the expenses of this Committee. The creation of such a Com-
mittee as an advisory body to the Secretary will help ensure the

maintenance of responsibility for the public educational system in

State and local governments while preserving the national inter-

est in education through appropriate Federal action.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. i of 1953 ^^

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended. I

have also found and hereby declare that by reason of these re-

organizations, it is necessary to include in the reorganization plan

provisions for the appointment and compensation of the new
officers specified in sections i, 2, 3, and 4 of the reorganization

plan. The rates of compensation fixed for these officers are, re-

spectively, those which I have found to prevail in respect of com-

parable officers in the executive branch of the Government.

Although the effecting of the reorganizations provided for in

the reorganization plan will not in itself result in immediate

savings, the improvement achieved in administration will in the
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future allow the performance of necessary services at greater

savings than present operations would permit. An itemization

of these savings in advance of actual experience is not practicable.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan i of 1953 the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

is published in the U.S. Statutes at 1022). Public Law 13, 83d Con-

Large (67 Stat. 631) and in the gress (67 Stat. 18), advanced the ef-

1 949-1 953 Compilation of title 3 of fective date to April 11, 1953.

29 ^ Remarks to the Members of the House of

Delegates of the American Medical Association.

March 14, 1953

Dr. BauerJ distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

Sometimes an individual finds himself in a position that he

would like to explain, even to himself. I certainly have no pre-

scriptions to offer for anything that you people might be thinking

about. So my appearance here is confined mainly to exercising

my privilege of welcoming you here, on behalf of the administra-

tion, in your deliberations in this city, and to express our great

belief that the decisions you reach in the administrative field,

particularly as they touch upon the fimctions of government, will

represent your views of what is best for the United States of

America, and not from any other viewpoint.

I have found, in the past few years, that I have certain philo-

sophical bonds with doctors. I don't like the word "compulsory."

I am against the word "socialized." Everything about such words

seems to me to be a step toward the thing that we are spending

so many billions to prevent; that is, the overwhelming of this

country by any force, power, or idea that leads us to foresake our

traditional system of free enterprise.

Now, that is the doctrine of the administration. It is most

certainly the doctrine of the Republican Party and those Repub-
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lican leaders in Congress. They are here to speak for themselves,

but I am sure they will allow me that one word. We live by it,

and we intend to practice it.

Now, we thoroughly understand, also, the importance of your

functions in our society. We also understand and are determined

to meet the requirements of our population in the services that

only you can provide. But we do have faith that Americans
want to do the right thing, and the medical profession will provide

the kind of services our country needs better, with the cooperation

and the friendship of the administration, rather than its direction

or any attempt on its part to be the big "poobah" in this particular

field.

That is what I came to repeat. In many sections of the coun-

try, in every area, I have said these things before—and to some
of you that are here today. I repeat them, and I tell you it is

going to be the philosophy of this administration for the next 4
years, or as long as the good Lord allows me—all or part of it

—

to spend those 4 years.

That is our pledge, and again I express the confidence that you

people will be helpful, according to your judgment of what is

good for the United States of America.

And now let me repeat, on the part of the ac|ministration, a

most hearty welcome.

Actually, right now, I have got something I can consult with

you about. I have got a sore wrist, and the problem is whether
I can play golf or not this afternoon. But I am going to try it, I

assure you.

Goodbye, and good luck.

NOTE : The President spoke in the opening words referred to Dr. Louis

Presidential Room at the Statler Ho- H. Bauer, President of the American
tel in Washington at i o : 35 a.m. His Medical Association.
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30 ^ Remarks to the Business Advisory Council

of the Department of Commerce. March 1 8, 1 953

FIRST, I must thank you for the honor of this invitation, and

secondly, for the rather unusual compliment that is paid me in

the reversal of the normal order of business here between speeches

and eating.

When I first went to England some years ago, I was a very

heavy smoker. In those days because of the struggle that was

going on, it was the rule always to toast the King, and I seemed

to cause them great embarrassment. I didn't know why until

one day, right after the soup, the host jumped up and said "Gen-

tlemen, the King," and then turned to me and said, "Now you

may smoke."

I have a very great privilege today of bearing witness to the

significant service that this body has performed over the past

years. I have known something about it. I met with you at

least once before and I met with different groups of you, at dif-

ferent times. The value of your service, particularly as it served

as a balance wheel, has been most greatly appreciated, at least

by the successors to the prior administrations. And when we look

at some of the balance sheets, such as those we look at this mom-
ing, we could have wished that you might have been a little bit

tougher to move at times.

This brings us right square up to the subject of balancing the

budget, the balancing of your estimated outgo and income. It is

a terrific problem, complicated by the fact, that I think you are all

well aware of, that we carry over from past administrations in

terms of obligated money, appropriations approved, something

like $80 biUion more than we will have to appropriate to carry

on the business of government. In other words, we have got that

$80 billion to find—^maybe most of it in the next 4 years, because

all of those expenses that we incur will naturally be carried over.
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That gives you one—^just one—^part of the difficulty of the

problem of balancing the budget.

Now, we claim that unless we balance the budget, there will

never be any lowering of taxes, because we thoroughly believe

that an unbalanced budget is the greatest possible spur to a con-

tinued cheapening of our money. If the money continues to

cheapen, our idea is that we will never catch up with the indebted-

ness, never have a balanced budget; therefore, there will never be

a lowering of taxes in the long run.

So we think there is no choice as to the order in which these

things must be accomplished. We must have a balanced budget

in sight, a proved capability, before we can begin to lower rev-

enue—^which doesn't mean you may not reform taxes, but you
must never lower revenues.

And then, when you measure a thing like that against the

prospects in the world, what we have accomplished over these

past years—take a drain like the Korean war. It has never been
a budget drain. It has been conducted largely over hopes and
borrowings from other commitments. That is, the hope has

always been it would be over in another 3 months, and therefore

there has never been any money in our budget for the carrying on
of the Korean war. The result is that you have to make up for

it from other places. So when you begin to examine programs
that have been offered—NATO, the Middle East, other places

where we find our interests are involved—^we find ourselves in a
position that allows no slackening up.

There has been some opportunity to apply other tenets of our
doctrine of free enterprise and progress toward decontrolling of
prices. I think the business community, by and large, ought to

have a special word of commendation for the fact that there has
been such obvious restraint displayed throughout the country. A
few prices have gone up. And I do hope that this coffee thing

that I hear about in this country is caused by our Brazilian friends

and not by our own importers, jobbers and retailers.

The beef people reported to me that the consumption of beef
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in our country is going up tremendously; in this city alone, in-

creased almost 100 percent. They reported that, far from feel-

ing discouragement, they are on the up-and-up.

So, possibly, just the plain workings of economic law will re-

establish itself as a sound system for a country such as ours.

Certainly that is our plan and our hope.

Now, in looking into the future we are quite sure that some

things are going to arise where there will be a great deal of com-

plaint back and forth; it will cause friction. For example, as

some of these prices get somewhat out of line and begin to hit the

cost of living index, there will be trouble. But we must have the

faith and courage to stand by our guns all the way through the

Capital and in the Nation.

This brings me up to another subject I think would interest

you people. I will go back and tell you a little bit of a story.

Over the past 7 years, there have been frequent references made
to me about a political career—and they have been made on both

sides of the fence. One of the arguments made by Democratic

friends that came to me in the past was that there was no possi-

bility of the Executive working with a number of the Republican

personalities on the Hill, particularly anyone who held the beliefs

I do—^which I think can be fairly classed as middle-of-the-road.

Well, there were very cogent reasons, at least in my mind, that

completely outweighed all such reasons. I believed I had to be

a Republican for very definite reasons of my own.

Nevertheless, I want to say to you gentlemen that, by and large,

those scoffers and those prophets of doom in that respect were

completely wrong. Since January twentieth the growth of co-

operation between the Hill and the executive department is a

noticeable day-by-day increase. And I know that it is felt on

the Hill as well as it is felt in the department which I head because

I have letters, I have people coming into my office. I had a letter

only last evening that, had I thought about it, I would have

brought it along to read to you. One of the leaders on the Hill

this morning, just before I went through one of the busiest mom-
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ings I have had, dropped in because he had heard something he

was proposing was causing me some embarrassment. He called

on his own to see whether he couldn't work this thing out. Now
that is, to me, quite an occurrence.

What it means to you is this: that Government can work to-

gether, can find out, first, what are the real functions that Govern-

ment should be performing today; then determine what we know
and see what we must do. Then when we have determined upon

that, how to do it efficiently, how to meet our obligations, we will

go ahead. But we will not try to get in and tell each one of you

gentlemen how to run your business.

On the other hand, I think it properly fair to just call you or

ask you to help us how to do our business. We are merely your

agents, trying to do your work, to stay out of those things we
should stay out of, and do those things we ought to do.

So, much as I appreciate the work that you are doing, let me
tell you frankly that I think it is also your duty to be right here.

Every department of Government, so far as I know, is organizing

something of the same character, not always of the same size,

nor with the same objectives. But the success of this body over

the yearis^, has given the lead. I think that so far as I know now,

every department of the Government is organizing these bodies

on a more or less formal basis, so that we may keep in touch with

the daily thinking of American professions, American business,

American labor—everything that makes this country tick.

And so you will furnish us a balance wheel. Let's not get too

far to one side or the other.

For all this, for what you have done, what you are now doing,

by being here and doing what is expected of you, my grateful

thanks—thanks that I will hope to repeat from time to time,

when I can stay and sample your lunch. But I happen to be

giving one of my own today.

Thank you very much.

note: The President spoke at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington at 12:45
p.m.
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31 ^ The President's News Conference of

March 19, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. This moming, ladies and gentlemen, I should

say that one subject occupying the attention of the world is still

speculation as to the meaning and possible significance of the

changeover in the Kremlin, what it means to us, and whether

there is any significance to the attacks we have had on our planes

in different sections of the world—^whether that has any connec-

tion with this changeover.

I can only say to you that as far as we are concerned, and as

seriously as we view these attacks on the planes of the West, that

we see no pattern, no different intention written into these inci-

dents. Watchful and as analytical as we may be, we don't see

anything diflFerent than has been the attitude in the past.

As for the changeover in the Kremlin itself, as you know, there

has been an expression of an intent to seek peace, from the Krem-

lin. I can only say that that is just as welcome as it is sincere.

There is a very direct relationship between the satisfaction of

such a thing and the sincerity in which it is meant. They will

never be met less than halfway, that I assure you; because the

purpose of this administration will forever be to seek peace by

every honorable and decent means, and we will do anything that

will be promising towards that direction.

One of the things that I continually talked about during the

campaign was a desire, a purpose, and a hope of reducing ex-

penditures, so that we would approach a balanced budget.

Well, as all of us know, it is never easy. Everybody wants to

cut revenues in Government before they cut expenditures; and

of course, I want to do it in the opposite order.

There has been a very encouraging sign. I notice in the Secre-

tary of Commerce's report yesterday to the Congress, he is recom-

mending a cut in his 1954 budget that amounts to about 15

percent.
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But I don't expect any such general overall success in our

budget. I must say that that is very hopeful, so far as I am con-

cerned, and it is certainly indication of the earnestness with

which the Secretary of Commerce and his staff are going about

the thing.

All the rest of them are studying it the same way, but I don't

anticipate that all of them will have that same degree of success.

I think those are the two points I had on my mind as I walked

over here this morning, ladies and gentlemen, and I think we

might as well go to the questions.

Q. Harry W. Frantz, United Press: All of your predecessors

since President Coolidge, I believe, have made good will visits

to one or more of the Latin American coimtries during their

terms. Have you given any thought to such a journey in the

near or remote future?

THE PRESIDENT. I havc thought a great deal about good will

tours, and certainly as far as South America is concerned, I have

stated many, many times, how terrifically interested I am in that

region. I believe we can much improve our relationships with

them; but whether or not the President of the United States can

find time these days to make one of these trips, with their physical

drain and the other features that go with them, I am not so sure.

You might make a short one, but I think possibly it would be

better to find real emissaries that could go down and spend more

time than would be possible for the President.

Q. Robert W. Richards, Copley Press : Mr. President, I have

been told that the administration has reached some conclusions

about the St. Lawrence Seaway. Would you care to comment

at this time about it?

THE PREsroENT. Well, wc havc reached some tentative con-

clusions for the moment, but I must admit you caught me to this

one extent—I have forgotten whether we have agreed to keep

those confidential until we could examine them a little bit more

among ourselves. I am not certain. I will say this : I personally

have held for a long time several things about this.
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First, I should personally be distressed to see Canada go ahead

completely independent of the United States so that in the future

we might have reason to regret our lack of participation and

cooperation in such a project.

Secondly, I believe that the power project there near the

Niagara region is properly an object for negotiation between New
York State and Ontario.

And thirdly, I believe this: if the St. Lawrence Seaway is really

an economic necessity for the United States, eventually it is going

to be built, and there is just nothing that my attitude for the

moment could do to prevent it. You might delay it, you might

make it a little more difficult; but in the long run, if it's an eco-

nomic necessity, it is going to come about.

We have gone, I don't mind admitting, a little bit further than

that in our own thinking; but I am giving you my personal

thoughts that I have been expressing for a long time.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Could you comment on Senator

Knowland's speech in the Senate the other day, in which he urged

this Government to attempt to have the United Nations brand

Russia as an aggressor in Korea, and adopt a little more aggressive

policy in Korea?

THE PRESIDENT. I am uot goiug to commcut in terms either of

agreement or criticism. My own feeling is this: every time that

any opponent, in a situation such as we now find ourselves, is

ready to say "Let's try to wipe the slate clean and take a look at

the present and the future," you will find me ready to do it. I

wouldn't want to do anything unnecessarily provocative at the

moment. On the other hand, I will not, by any manner of means,

countenance anything that I think is an infringement on our

rights, our position, or our opportunity for a future peaceful agree-

ment. So I don't want to comment more specifically than that

on this statement.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: On the previous

question of good will, do you anticipate any visit from Marshal

Tito to Washington?
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THE PRESIDENT, I haven't at the moment. As a matter of

fact, someone mentioned on the way over here that I might have
that question. I haven't heard it even discussed up to this point,

and so I couldn't comment.

Q, Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, there have
been several reports in recent days that you have before you under
consideration some large study of heavily expanded expenditures
for civil defense and our air defense, stemming from the MIT
survey for the Air Force? Would you discuss that for us, please?

THE PRESIDENT. There was a committee appointed by the past

administration that submitted a report, and it has been imder
consideration by different sections of the staff. It has some very
serious implications in it. I have not, in person, yet studied that

in detail, and there have certainly been no general conclusions

reached in the National Security Council, the Cabinet, or else-

where, as to the extent to which it should be taken as a guide.

Now, I have forgotten the exact name of that commission, but
Mr. Hagerty can give it to you after this meeting.

Q. Felix Belair, New York Times: Mr. President, would you
tell us something of the new job you have reportedly turned over
to Lew Douglas in the field of foreign economic policy?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, there is really no assignment except in
this way. I believe thoroughly in the practice of the various
sections of Government departments keeping in touch with the
normal economic and business activities of this country through
every possible means. There is just not the time on the part of
a busy governmental official to make poUcy decisions, often, with-
out such aid, because he is given so little time, really, to think,

to reflect, to study it, and to do his research.

Now, what these committees do—the one that Lew Douglas is

heading up does exacdy the same thing, takes a look at our
foreign trade position, what it means both in strictly money and
what it means in our commodities, the raw materials we have to

get, the markets we need in order to make certain that our sur-

pluses are absorbed, and all that sort of thing. It is a broad
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study, in which he is simply the head individual, that is all.

Q. Mr. Belair: Mr. President, would that be a continuing

body, or merely to report and then drop it?

THE PREsroENT. If I cau make it so, it shall be a continuing

one, because these factors change every month of our lives. Our
trade relationship of 20 years ago has no relationship to what it is

now. It continues to change.

I don't mean to say the identity of the individuals has to re-

main the same, the function is still important.

Q. Alice A. Dunnigan, Associated Negro Press: Mr. Presi-

dent, the Department of the Army is now operating several

schools on military posts in Virginia, Oklahoma, and Texas,

which eliminate colored children. And in line with your an-

nounced policy to eliminate segregation in the Army, I wonder

if anything has been done to correct that situation?

THE PREsroENT. All I cau Say is, I will look it up. I haven't

heard it; I will look it up

—

[to Mr. Hagerty] : will you make a

point of it?

I will say this—I repeat it, I have said it again and again:

wherever Federal funds are expended for anything, I do not see

how any American can justify—^legally, or logically, or morally

—

a discrimination in the expenditure of those funds as among our

citizens. All are taxed to provide those funds. If there is any

benefit to be derived from them, I think they must all share, re-

gardless of such inconsequential factors as race and religion.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, yesterday

in your speech to the Business Advisory Council, you referred

twice to the "Korean war." Was that a manner of speaking, or

do you differ from Mr. Truman, who always called it "police

action"?

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc, Mrs. Craig, it could be my up-

bringing, but when you see American soldiers called out under a

draft, serving on that kind of a front, and suffering casualties in

the numbers they have, so far as I am concerned it must be called

a war.
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Now I admit that this is not a war in the sense that you have a

particular, clean objective and you go out for the destruction of all

of the armed forces wherever they may be, and use every kind of

political, economic, and military device to gain a major and posi-

tive victory. But I would refer you to Clausewitz. He knew

even 150 years ago that there were various kinds of wars, and

some partake of little more than police action, others get to be

great conflagrations. So far as I am concerned, it is a war. It

is a particular kind—but it is a war.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

before the Foreign Relations Committee vote yesterday. Senator

McCarthy had said that he thought it was a serious mistake for

you not to withdraw the Bohlen nomination. Do you care to

comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT. I had a full report, so far as we have it, from

the Secretary of State. I have considered Mr. Bohlen a man to be

thoroughly trained in State Department functions and practices,

familiar with Russia—at least, so far as we have anyone familiar

with Russia; and he seemed to me to be a very fine appointment.

Certainly, even if we were wrong, there is one thing about

it : it was based strictly upon merit, as we saw the merits of the

case. Now, that's all I can say.

Q. Sarah McClendon, San Antonio Light: Mr. President, the

question of an Air Academy has long been kicked around. Do
you thinkwe ought to have it, or not?

THE PRESIDENT. I think wc ought to have an Air Academy. I

was on a board some years ago, and I thought it was all settled

that we were to have an Air Academy. I think we should.

Q. Laurence H. Burd, Chicago Tribune : Do you favor Sena-

tor Bricker's proposed constitutional amendment that he discussed

with you yesterday—on treaties?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of coursc, it is one of the most argu-

mentative matters that I have heard discussed so far, even in

front of my own people, I must assure you. I have to remember
the old adage that a man has two ears and one tongue, and I

109



^ 3

1

Public Papers of the Presidents

therefore have tried to keep twice as still as I would in other

places. It is a highly argumentative point.

I think that people that are arguing for a constitutional amend-

ment are not trying really to amend the Constitution. What
they are trying to say is, "we are going to make it impossible in the

Constitution to break it." Now that seems to me to have a little

bit of an anomaly, right in that kind of reasoning: you amend it

in order to show that it is going to remain the same. However, it

is one of those things where the President does not have to take a

decision. If a constitutional amendment is enacted, as you know,

it's two-thirds of each House and three-fourths of the States—and

ignore the President in that.

Q. Lucian C. Warren, Buffalo Courier-Express: I wonder if

we could clarify the St. Lawrence matter, the second point where

you talk about discussion between Ontario and New York. You
mention, in that connection, a project near the Niagara. Were
you referring to the Niagara project, or the St. Lawrence?

THE PRESIDENT. There are two of them right there together.

Q. Mr. Warren: There is one on the St. Lawrence and one on

the Niagara. They are separate, and the discussions with On-
tario are the ones on the St. Lawrence. I would be interested

very much in your comment on the Niagara, as to whether you

favor one of the three plans envisaged there, the private or the

State or the Federal construction of it? Have you made up your

mind on that?

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU say this: if it is possible to keep the

Federal Government out of it, and insure fairness, I would give

you a negative decision to that extent. I just don't believe the

Federal Government should be in these things except where it is

clearly necessary for it to come in, and then it ought to come in as

a partner and not as a dictator.

Now, for the other two, I haven't seen the details of the plan.

We discussed it really in philosophy.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Could you tell

us anything about that Commissioner situation here yet, sir?
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THE PREsroENT. I caii Say this: it is a subject of discussion

every single morning; beyond that I can't, really, further.

Q. Mr. Fox : If I might press that, just to get one thing straight-

ened out, sir. There has been some suggestion that the adminis-

tration really would like to appoint two Commissioners. Is that

correct, sir?

THE PRESIDENT. I Understand they are appointed according

to terms, and that they serve until their terms expire, as laid down
by the law; so that being the law, I shall not comment on it.

Q. Martin Agronsky, American Broadcasting Company: Mr.
President, are you in favor of the Federal Government, through

the Congress of the United States, investigating communism in

churches?

THE PRESIDENT. I really don't know how to comment on that

in the larger sense. Now, I believe that if our churches—^which

certainly should be the greatest possible opponents to commu-
nism—^need investigation, then we had better take a new look

and go far beyond investigation in our country, in our combating

of this what we consider a disease. Because the church, with its

testimony of the existence of an Almighty God is the last thing

that it seems to me would be preaching, teaching, or tolerating

communism. So therefore I can see no possible good to be ac-

complished by questioning the loyalty of our churches in that

regard.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, Federal employees

generally have been pretty jittery about their jobs. I wonder if

you would comment on how far the administration plans to go in

removing jobs from civil service?

THE PRESIDENT. I havc Said time and again, several things.

First, I am a very strong supporter of civil service. And one of

the reasons for certain of the moves I am trying to make is to

protect the civil service so that that great body of our govern-

mental servants that attain their positions through proper exami-

nation, that advance through the grades through service and

competency, shall be protected. I know of no reason why any
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great number of these people should have the slightest concern

about their jobs, because the only thing we have talked about, so

far, is policy-making jobs, which must necessarily be subject

to appointment by the people that the United States holds re-

sponsible for policy.

You can't possibly put policy in the hands of a body that can-

not be removed, if necessary, by the electorate. That is the way
I see it. So there is no excuse whatsoever for the great body of

people to believe that their jobs are in jeopardy.^

* On March 3 the White House released the following statement in answer to ques-

tions concerning the administration's attitude toward the career Civil Service:

"During the campaign the President assured the people that he would do every-

thing possible to strengthen the Civil Service System. That is and will continue to

be the policy of this administration.

"From the beginning of the Civil Service System in 1883 it has been recognized

that there are certain types of positions that do not belong in the Civil Service Sys-

tem. Such exempt positions have traditionally been placed in what is referred to as

"Schedule A" of the Civil Service Rules. It is clear from the history of the Civil

Service System that the following types of positions were intended to be put in

Schedule A:
"i. Those positions where the incumbents should receive, in the interest of sound

administration, a delegation of authority from the head of the agency which enables

them to shape the policies of the Government in specific areas of activity.

"2. Those positions where the duties are such that there must be a close personal

and confidential relationship between the incumbent of the position and the head of

the agency.

"Some positions that do not belong in the Civil Service System have been placed

in that system by taking them out of Schedule A. Executive orders were issued in

1947 and in 1948, (Order 9830(f) sec. 6.1 of February 24, 1947 and Order 9973 of

June 28, 1948) providing the incumbents of many Schedule A positions with the same
procedural safeguards in connection with removals that govern those that are legiti-

mately in career Civil Service positions. Such actions undermine the foundations on

which a genuine career service should be built. A Civil Service System is not an end in

itself. It is a method for obtaining more efficient administration. Whenever it is per-

mitted to drift to the point where it may hamper rather than assist our top administra-

tors, immediate action should be taken if the Nation is to retain confidence in the

entire system.

"The President has directed, therefore, that an Executive order be drafted im-

mediately which will repeal parts of the 1947 and 1948 orders so as to provide the

heads of agencies with greater freedom in determining who is to occupy Schedule A
positions, subject, of course, to the provisions of the Veterans Preference Act of 1944.

"In addition, the President is directing the Civil Service Commission to immediately

undertake a review of all positions that are in Schedule A to see whether or not they

should properly remain in that classification. He is also asking the heads of all de-
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Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President,

have you any comment on the atomic bomb test out in Nevada,
especially in view of your calling back Val Peterson?

THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc, all thcsc tests had been approved
before I came to Washington. This one, as you know, had a

very large body of spectators. The only comment on this one

that I would have is that there ought to be a wider understanding

in our country of the power of this weapon, its limitations, every-

thing about it, than there was before. I have no other comment
to make on it.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Mr. Pres-

ident, coming back to that question about the MIT studies, so

far as you can see do you anticipate in the near future a radical

increase in the amount of money we will have to spend for air

defense? It was a gigantic increase.

THE PREsroENT. The one they were talking about was not

merely air defense, it was also civil defense. Now, as I have
tried to point out several times, it is my conviction that civil de-

fense by its very nature must necessarily be primarily a local

matter. The training, the understanding, the knowledge, and
indeed the self-imposed discipline of our local populations is far

more important than a mere digging of shelters. I would put

shelters possibly in the last, final, category of work that you would
undertake. The training of the civilian, the location and placing

of new facilities both residential-wise and production-wise that

you have, all of those things are important; passive and active

measures for air defense, both locally, and then of course on a

wider scale—your radar, your warnings, your interceptors

—

partments and agencies to review their existing positions to determine whether there

are some which are not in Schedule A which should be placed in that classification.

The President is asking them to submit the results of their review to the Civil Service

Commission and asking that body to report to him on the actions taken as a result of

these submissions.

*'These actions will not involve more than several hundred positions."

Executive Order 10440 of March 31, 1953, amending Civil Service Rule VI, is

published in the Code of Federal Regulations (3 CFR, 1 949-1 953 Comp., p. 932).
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which become exclusively Federal; and finally the leadership,

the coordination through the State and through the Government,

become important.

But this is what I would say: if you would carry forward the

static defense of any country to what it could be, you have a most

expensive thing—terribly expensive thing; but that expense

would not certainly be all Federal. I would say a greater por-

tion would be local in the aggregate than it would be Federal.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Washington Post: In speaking of

reaching a budget balance before approval of a tax cut, are you

thinking, sir, of the conventional budget or cash budget, which is

somewhat easier to reach?

THE PRESIDENT. As 2L matter of fact, the cash budget is one

that is a little bit out of your control, because frequently one of the

big factors in it is obligations that were made 2 or 3 years ago.

Contracts were let; and now, as time comes for payment, you

have no control over certain of those things. I think that before

we can talk year by year of a balanced cash budget, we must reach

a budgetary balance.

I do not even mean to say that I am not in favor of certain tax

reforms. There may be certain tax revisions. What I do say

is, we should not think primarily of just reducing the amoimt of

revenue until we have reduced expenditures, and that means a

budgetary expenditure.

Q. Sir, if I may press that point, the reason I asked you that

was you have stressed the inflationary aspects of the unbalanced

budget

THE PRESIDENT. That's right.

Q. and the paper budget, so-called conventional budget,

includes a lot of intergovernmental exchanges which don't have

that effect; whereas the cash budget, as I understand it, refers

to the money that is actually paid out of the Treasury, and into it.

THE PRESIDENT. That's right. And that money being paid

out of the Treasury; you have to have the money and not just the
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power to, say, induce banks to take up more of your bonds. That

is where more money comes from—^more inflation, more cheapen-

ing of the money that you have in your pocket.

Now, both these budgets—^both these balances—are as impor-

tant, one as the other. I merely pointed out on the one, you

haven't the same control as you have on the other, because the

obligation is already there and yet you must run the Government

this year. You have got 80 billion dollars of these obUgations now

floating around, and must be paid sometime. Suppose 20 billions

of it comes due in one year; well, you have got—I mean a par-

ticular, big portion—cash payments you must make that year out

of the Treasury, regardless of the present cost of Government.

You see? That is what I am talking about.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Has the

administration reached the point where it is going to take affirma-

tive action so that there will be no reduction of revenue?

THE PRESIDENT. You mean, absolutely no reduction? No, I

wouldn't hold out for any such.

Q. Mr. Brandt: You have a plan—apparently have to take

some sort of action?

THE PREsroENT. That's right, and I would be perfectly glad to

see substitutes for certain of the taxes.

Q. Mr. Brandt: You have the excess profits tax which expires

June 30th. You would like to have a substitute for that?

THE PRESIDENT. If they dou't continue it, then I want a

substitute.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Now, what about the personal income tax

reduction in the Reed bill, which is Mr. Daniel Reed's?

THE PRESIDENT. I waut the rcvenuc. [Laughter] As a matter

of fact, ladies and gentlemen, I think we must have it. Certainly,

ladies and gentlemen, I am not trying to take an arbitrary position

on this. I merely say that as long as you have got almost an in-

centive to cheapen and cheapen your money, then next year taxes

will be higher and higher. Finally, you cannot catch yourself

115



^ 3 ^ Public Papers of the Presidents

as you chase your tail around the tree. And that is just exactly

what I am trying to prevent, that thing just going in a spiral

until it is hopeless.

Now, I recognize that this means pretty tough going for a Uttle

while. But once we are on that sound basis, when we can believe

that prices are stable so far as the value of our money is con-

cemed, we will be far better off, the taxes could come down with

a certainty and a confidence that I think will be very necessary.

Q. Frank Bourgholtzer, National Broadcasting Company:

Mr. President, in your speech yesterday, you said that it might

take 4 years to get through this 8o-billion-dollar obligation hang-

ing over. Would you think it would be 4 years before you get to

a balance that would permit tax reduction?

THE PREsroENT. Oh, uo. Look, I should make this clear.

Some of this 80 billion dollars is inescapable. If you buy an

airplane or a battleship, or build a dam, or anything else, you

appropriate certain money for it. It takes time to expend it.

At the end of 4 years, there will be a certain amount that will

bear some relationship to this 80 billion dollars that will be passed

on. We hope it won't be too great. But, you see, it must be

passed on at the end of this quarter, so it doesn't take necessarily

4 years to reach the balancing of the budget. You have to allow,

though, for the amount of money that you have to pay out each

year from past obligations.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President,

Senator Symington who, as you know, was formerly Air Secre-

tary, said in a speech last week, that he did not think either the

form or the size of the defense program was adequate to protect

us from a prospective attack from Russia. Let me ask you a

whole series of really military questions. Are you familiar with

that speech?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, they brought to me a summation of it.

Q. Mr. Wilson: Would you have any comment on it?

THE PRESIDENT. No, cxccpt this ouc thing: ladies and gentle-

men, there is no amount of military force that can possibly give
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you real security, because you wouldn't have that amount unless

you felt that there was almost a similar amount that could

threaten you somewhere in the world.

Now, you finally have to make certain very tough decisions.

I know of no better way to express it than George Washington

did, many years ago. He said this country must always be care-

ful to have a reasonable posture of defense. And I just don't

believe that it is possible to depend too far on that.

Q. Mr. Wilson: I wondered, sir, if that might not have a

bearing on the whole question of cutting the budget? You said

earlier that the Commerce Department had cut out 15 percent,

but even if some of the civilian departments do that, that is

pretty small.

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU put it this way: in the total amount of

combat strength that is being provided, I do not think that we
could afford, at this time, to cut. I wouldn't want to recom-

mend any major cut.

Q. Mr. Wilson: May I pursue that with one more question?

There has been some talk at the Capitol that contrary to a cut,

that there might be an increase in both military strength and in

the dollars spent. Can you comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU commcnt on it, to this extent: I

am dedicated to one idea, which is to get less money spent for

overhead and what I believe still to be certain duplications and
unnecessary expenses, and to get out of that same money more
combat strength. Now, when you have the level of combat
strength, then it is time to begin to reduce.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post: Mr. President, in

each press conference, I think, since the beginning, the subject

of relations with Russia has come up and you have made a

friendly gesture in each case. Have you had any direct or indirect

response from Soviet officials or Iron Curtain officials or are there

any negotiations going on now that give you hope?

THE PRESIDENT. I havc had only what you have seen in the

papers. And I said, in reply to a statement of the Generalissimo's,
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or reported statement, of last December, that there are open the

proper channels for any presentations that they wanted to make,

and that when this administration went into office, we would view
them very sympathetically and seriously. That is all I have had.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, then there

have beenno presentations through the proper channels?

THE PREsroENT. No. No definite presentations to me—^at least

none that have reached me, I assure you.

Q. Edward J. Milne, Providence Journal-Bulletin: Mr. Presi-

dent, in connection with Mr. Wilson's question, are you in a posi-

tion yet to know whether your budget for 1 953-1 954 will be about

the same as, or substantially lower than the Truman budget,

so far?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I dou't have any budget. There is a

budget put in, and all my people can possibly do is to go down and,

through re-examination of it, state : "We believe we can do with

a little less of it there," or "you ought to take part of that and put

it here." But we hope, in our complete re-examination, to find

ways and means to reduce it. The amount remains to be seen,

but we are certainly working at that.

But we are not putting in a budget of our own, as you know.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's fourth ecutive Office Building at 10:30 a.m.

news conference was held in the Ex- on Thursday, March 19, 1953.

32 ^ Statementby the Presidenton the Occasion

of the Swearing In of PhilipYoung as aMember of

the Civil Service Commissionand His Designation

as Chairman. March 23, 1953

THIS IS an important occasion for everyone in the employ of the

Federal Government.

The appointment of Mr. Philip Young brings to the office of
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Chairman of the Civil Service Commission a man of the stature

and capacity demanded by that office. Serving in that capacity,

he is to be my chief representative and overseer on all civilian

personnel matters for which the President is responsible. As such,

his task is of an importance comparable to that of the Director of

the Budget, and he will sit with the Cabinet in any discussion of

major personnel problems and policies.

It is important the employees of the Federal Government know

this. For I most earnestly want them to understand the high

regard and appreciation I hold for their public service.

One of the firm purposes of this Administration is to strengthen

the career service, so that it may command the esteem of the

whole nation. It is essential, in the highest public interest, that

the privileges accorded conscientious civil servants be guarded by

a strong merit system. I intend to see that they are guarded

zealously.

To improve a system, in any fair and wise way—as I believe

our Civil Service system can be improved—is not to endanger

legitimate rights of the past. No merit system should be a haven

for the few who are incompetent, dishonest, or disloyal. I intend

to see the Government rid of all such persons precisely because

that is the only way to make the merit system itself work.

There is no other way to win for the vast majority of competent

and devoted public servants the public honor that is due them.

I have known and worked with them for many years. I respect

them. I want all our people to share that respect.

The public interest is the decisive, over-riding concern of us all.

I expect all public servants to share—deeply—this simple, essen-

tial ideal. It is my intention—and that of Mr. Young—to ensure

that the Federal Government be a truly progressive and just em-
ployer, coherent in policy and dedicated to service.
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33 ^ White House Statement Concerning Steps

TakenTo Strengthen and Improve the Operations

of the National Security Council. March 23, 1953

THE PRESIDENT has been giving attention to strengthening

and improving the operations of the National Security Council.

On several occasions he has stressed the importance which he

places upon the effective functioning of the Council. He feels

that in these critical times the Council can afford the greatest

possible assistance to the President in deciding policy issues affect-

ing the national security.

The President has decided that he expects to have in regular

attendance at Council meetings, in addition to himself and the

Vice President, the following : the Secretary of State, the Secretary

of Defense, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Director for Mutual

Security, and (when appointed) the Director of Defense

Mobilization.

Beside the above Council members, those regularly attending

Council meetings as advisers will be the Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff, the Director of Central Intelligence, and the

Special Assistant to the President for Cold War Planning (C. D.

Jackson) . For executive and staff functions at Council meetings,

there will be in attendance Robert Cutler, Administrative Assist-

ant to the President, and the Council's Executive Secretary and

Deputy Executive Secretary.

The President has named Mr. Cutler as Special Assistant to

the President for National Security Affairs. Mr. Cutler will be

the principal executive officer of the National Security Council

and serve as Chairman of its newly established Planning Board.

To bring to Council deliberations a fresh point of view, not

burdened with departmental responsibilities, the President plans

from time to time to call upon qualified civilians to act as informal

consultants to the Council. At present, seven prominent citizens

are spending a good part of the month of March in Washington
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as Civilian Consultants. The President believes that this pro-

cedure will prove useful to him and to the other Council members.

In order to provide continuous assistance to the Council in its

planning operations, the President has established an NSC Plan-

ning Board to take the place of the former NSC Senior Staff.

This Board will be composed of qualified members and advisers

from the departments and agencies represented at the Council

table. Each person selected for the Planning Board is appointed

by the President, on nomination of the chief of the department or

agency concerned, and for this purpose will become a Special

Assistant for National Security Affairs. To date the President has

appointed the following

:

Chairman: Robert Cutler, Special Assistant to the President for National

Security Affairs.

Treasury Member : Andrew N. Overby, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Defense Member : Frank C. Nash, Assistant Secretary of Defense.

Mutual Security Member: Frank N. Roberts, Military Adviser, Director

for Mutual Security.

ODM Member: William Y. Elliott, Office of Director of Defense

Mobilization.

Joint Chiefs of Staff Adviser: Major General John K. Gerhart, Office,

Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Central Intelligence Agency Adviser: Robert Amory, Jr., Assistant Deputy

Director for Intelligence.

Psychological Strategy Board Adviser: George A. Morgan, Acting Director,

Psychological Strategy Board.

A member from the Department of State will be named during

the next few days.

The President has authorized additional technical staff assist-

ance for the Council. He also has reappointed James S. Lay, Jr.,

and S. Everett Gleason as Executive Secretary and Deputy Execu-

tive Secretary, respectively. They will continue to head the per-

manent staff of the Council.

NOTE : On March 1 1 the White foregoing statement, as follows : Dil-

House announced the names of the Ion Anderson, Houston, Tex.
; James

seven consultants referred to in the B. Black, San Francisco, Calif.
; John

<5«616—60 11 121



^ 33 Public Papers of the Presidents

Cowles, Minneapolis, Minn. ; Eugene vidual consultants rather than as a

Holman, New York, N.Y.; Deane W. committee "because, as the President

Malott, Ithaca, N.Y. ; David B. Rob- said, 'What is desired is the individ-

ertson, Cleveland, Ohio; Charles A. ual view of each person on a particu-

Thomas, St. Louis, Mo. The release lar problem or problems, rather than

stated that they would serve as indi- the collective view of the group.'
"

34 ^ Message for Queen Elizabeth II on the

Death ofQueen Mother Mary. March 24, 1 953

PLEASE EXTEND to Her Majesty and to all the members and

peoples of the British Commonwealth my deep personal sym-

pathy on the passing of Queen Mary. The hearts of all Ameri-

cans go out to Her Majesty tonight as our prayers are extended

to her, Princess Margaret and the members of the Royal Family

for the great personal loss they have sustained. Queen Mary
was a good and great Queen. Free peoples the world over will

mourn her loss.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The President's message was United States Ambassador to the

sent through Winthrop Aldrich, Court of St. James.

35 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 2 of 1953

Concerning the Department ofAgriculture.

Marc/i25, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended, and providing for reorganizations in the Department

of Agriculture.

Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953 is designed to make it pos-
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sible for the Secretary of Agriculture to simplify and improve the

internal organization of the Department of Agriculture. It is

substantially in accord with the recommendations made in 1949

by the Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch of

the Government.

With certain exceptions. Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953

transfers to the Secretary of Agriculture the functions now vested

by law in other officers, and in the agencies and employees, of the

Department. It allows the Secretary to authorize any other

officer, agency, or employee of the Department to perform any

function vested in the Secretary. He is directed to utilize this

delegation authority in such a way as to further certain objectives

set forth in the reorganization plan. Those objectives are to

simplify and make effective the operation of the Department of

Agriculture, to place the administration of farm programs close

to the State and local levels, and to adapt the administration of

the programs of the Department to regional. State, and local

conditions. Further, to the extent deemed practicable by the

Secretary, he is required to give appropriate advance public

notice and to afford appropriate opportunity for interested per-

sons and groups to present to the Department of Agriculture their

views on such proposed delegations of the Secretary as involve

assignments of major functions or major groups of functions to

major constituent organizational units of the Department or

their officers.

Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953 ^^^^ permit the establish-

ment of a clearer line of responsibility and authority from the

President through the Secretary of Agriculture down to the lowest

level of operations in the Department. It will make the Secretary

responsible under law for activities within his Department for

which he is now in fact held accountable by the President, the

Congress, and the public. Also, it will enable the Secretary, from

time to time, to adjust the organization of the Department in

order to achieve continuous improvement in operations to meet
changing conditions.
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The Congress has in the past repeatedly followed the sound

policy of vesting functions directly in department heads so that

they can be held accountable for the performance of their

agencies. In acting upon recommendations of the Commission

on Organization of the Executive Branch of the Government, the

Congress approved, in 1949 and 1950, a series of statutes and

reorganization plans which applied that policy to all the executive

departments except the Department of Defense and the Depart-

ment of Agriculture. While some laws vest important functions

directly in the Secretary of Agriculture, others place major func-

tions in subordinate officers and agencies of the Department. By
transferring to the Secretary the latter functions, with certain ex-

ceptions, the reorganization plan corrects the present patchwork

assignment of statutory functions in the Department.

The functions excepted from transfer to the Secretary are the

functions of hearing examiners under the Administrative Pro-

cedure Act; of the corporations of the Department, including

their boards of directors and officers; of the Advisory Board of the

Commodity Credit Corporation; and of the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration and the banks, corporations, and associations super-

vised by it.

The exception of the hearing examiners is in accordance with

the intent of the Administrative Procedure Act, and is consistent

with the status of hearing examiners in other departments and
agencies.

The corporations of the Department, together with their boards

of directors and officers, are excepted because they have a differ-

ent legal status than other constituent agencies of the Depart-

ment. Bodies corporate have independent legal personalities

and act in their own name rather than in the name of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture or of the United States.

The same reasons which prompt the exception of the corpora-

tions of the Department make desirable the exception of the en-

tities supervised by the Farm Credit Administration. The Farm
Credit Administration itself is also excepted, since it is antici-
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pated that general legislation covering this field will be recom-

mended to the Congress.

The Department of Agriculture now has only one Assistant

Secretary. Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953 provides the Sec-

retary with two more Assistant Secretaries and an Administra-

tive Assistant Secretary to aid him in supervising the Depart-

ment. The Assistant Secretaries will be appointed by the Presi-

dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. The
Administrative Assistant Secretary will be appointed under the

classified civil service by the Secretary, with the approval of the

President. These methods of appointment are similar to those

prevailing in other executive departments.

The Secretary will prescribe the functions to be performed by

these new assistants. It is his intention to have the new Assistant

Secretaries aid him in providing closer policy and program super-

vision over the Department of Agriculture, and to have the new
Administrative Assistant Secretary perform substantially the

same role as that performed by the Administrative Assistant

Secretaries in other departments. Thus, the new officers will

assist the Secretary in giving continuous attention to matters

which are essential for the most efficient and economical opera-

tion of the Department.

The Secretary of Agriculture has advised me that the two new
offices of Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, and the one new
office of Administrative Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, pro-

vided for in the Reorganization Plan, will merely replace exist-

ing positions in the Department, and that hence the creation of

these offices will not result in any net increase in the personnel

in the Department of Agriculture. He has further advised me
that both the number of officers and employees in the Office of

the Secretary and the aggregate of their salaries will be less than

those existing prior to January i, 1953.

The Secretary of Agriculture, aided by the Interim Agricul-

tural Advisory Committee, has been studying the organization

and functions of the Department of Agriculture. Recently the
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Secretary rearranged the organizational units of the Department

so as to form (in addition to the Office of the Solicitor and a

reorganized Foreign Agricultural Service) four major groups of

agencies, each with a supervising head to whom the agencies

within the group report. By so doing, the Secretary sought both

to reduce the number of separate officials reporting to him and

to improve coordination within the Department. Reorganiza-

tion Plan No. 2 of 1953 will make it possible for the Secretary to

make further internal adjustments within the Department as

study and experience identify opportunities for improvement. It

will thus further the better management of the affairs of the

Department of Agriculture.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953 is

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended.

I have found and hereby declare that it is necessary to include

in the accompanying reorganization plan, by reason of reorganiza-

tions made thereby, provisions for the appointment and compensa-

tion of two Assistant Secretaries of Agriculture and an

Administrative Assistant Secretary of Agriculture. The rates of

compensation fixed for these officers are those which I have found

to prevail in respect of comparable officers in the executive branch

of the Government.

Reductions in expenditures will result from reorganizations of

the Department of Agriculture made possible by the taking effect

of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953, but such reductions cannot

be itemized at this time.

I recommend that the Congress allow the accompanying re-

organization plan to become effective.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 2 of 1953 1 949-1 953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

Large (67 Stat. 633) and in the 1024). It became effective on June

4> 1953.
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36 ^ Memorandum Concerning Segregation in

Schools on Army Posts. March 25, 1 953

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Segregation in Schools on Army Posts

At my request, following last week's news conference a memo-
randum addressed to my Press Secretary was received from the

Secretary of the Army relative to the above subject.

( 1 ) It states that by the opening of the school term next Fall

all schools operated by the Army under provisions of Section 6 of

Public Law 874 will be on a completely integrated basis. Conse-

quently, the process of integration is almost completed, but in any

event will be concluded prior to the opening of the schools next

September.

(2) The memorandum likewise discusses the operation of

schools by state authorities on Federally-owned property under

the provisions of Section 3 of Public Law 874. Since these schools

are operated with State fimds but on Federal property and in

Federally-owned buildings, complicating factors are present.

The Secretary of the Army's memorandum indicates that the

Army commanders are in the process of making a survey relative

to this question designed to bring about agreement with local

authorities for integrating the schools. If such integration is not

achieved, other arrangements in these instances will be considered.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

37 ^ The President's News Conference of

March 26^ i953-

THE PRESIDENT. For a loug time, many people—^including my-

self—^have been concerned about this subject of the proper divi-

sion of functions between Federal government. State governments,

municipal governments, and even private enterprise.
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Some time ago we began to take this subject up seriously, and

I had an informal conference here, at which there were Governors

and Members of the Cabinet, Members of the Senate and House,

attending. We decided that an official commission ought to be

appointed to study this thing. It reaches into the whole subject

of grants-in-aid, of security and welfare programs, all sorts of

things, including even sources of taxation that are properly avail-

able to the several echelons of government.

So we are just about ready, and will in the course of a day or

so—or certainly very quickly—send to the Senate and the House

recommendations on the establishment of such a commission to

study this whole question, and to bring into some kind of correla-

tion and coordination this whole vastly complex subject.

That is one point that I have been studying on lately, where

action has just about come up for accomplishment.

I mention that at the beginning of this press conference. The
rest of it will be yours.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, how does

this plan fit in or is there any conflict with the work of your

reorganization commission?

THE PRESIDENT. No couflict whatsocvcr. This is to deal with

this whole special subject. The reorganization committee that is

working with the several departments of Government, and work-

ing with the Congress in any way that they find most fitting, has

a function completely outside of this business of determining the

relationship between the various echelons of government—^verti-

cally, you might say. What the reorganization committee is

concerned in is how best to organize the Federal Government

itself for the performance of the functions that properly fall to it.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

would that recommendation call for the creation of a Presidential

commission?

THE PREsroENT. Ycs. My idea would be that the resolution

itself specify the membership of the commission in general terms,

but the—I assume it would be called a Presidential commission
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and the President would have the responsibUity of appointing cer-

tain of the members. I should think probably some of the mem-
bers would be appointed properly by the leaders in the House and

the Senate.

Q. George H. Hall, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. President,

this question has to do particularly with the nomination of Albert

Cole to be Housing Administrator, and Edward Howrey to the

Federal Trade Commission, but I have a general question in

mind. Could you identify the group, or persons, in the White

House or the administration who give final clearance to nomina-

tions such as that, before you send them to the Senate?

THE PRESIDENT. / do.

Q. Mr. Hall: Who recommends them to you?

THE PRESIDENT. The rccommeudations come from numerous

sources. All recommendations are gathered together; they go

over them. But before I appoint anybody to any important posi-

tion, I call him in and ask him about his philosophy, whether he

is biased so distinctly in favor of some doctrinal idea that he can't

operate according to the facts, whether he cannot possibly execute

laws that are written by Congress and approved by the President.

I try to get a man who is logical, who is devoted to the service,

and who in general conforms to what I call—as you so often have

heard me say—the middle-of-the-road philosophy.

I don't like extremists of any kind, particularly when they make
up their minds before they know their facts; so I always take

these people and bring them in and talk to them myself.

Q. Mr. Hall : Before they get to you, who screens them? You
can't see everybody

THE PRESIDENT. Many people. If they belong in a depart-

ment, then they are screened thoroughly by the department head

before they are brought to me. If they don't belong in that, if

they come for some other purpose—commissions—^they are always

screened by Governor Adams, and then he brings them in

personally to me.
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Q. Vance Johnson, San Francisco Chronicle: Mr. President,

Senators McCarran and McCarthy in the Senate this week have

questioned whether Mr. Bohlen is your personal choice for Am-
bassador to Moscow; and one of them yesterday—I have for-

gotten which one—^suggested that some of Mr. Acheson's leftover

lieutenants slipped in by you, in someway. I wonder if

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of coursc, I supposc that if they are

talking about a shell game, why they can have their own con-

clusions, and I couldn't say they are wrong, because I have guessed

wrong myself as to which shell the pea was under.

I would say this: in this particular case it was one of the ap-

pointments in which I was very deeply and personally concerned,

not because the Ambassador in the Soviet Union has the same lee-

way, the same opportunity for, you might say, broad service that

an Ambassador would have in this country; but I am particularly

concerned to find a man that understands something of those

people and, so far as I could find out, whose record of service

showed a dedication to the United States.

Now, I have known Mr. Bohlen for some years. I was once,

at least, a guest in his home, and with his very charming family.

I have played golf with him, I have listened to his philosophy.

So far as I can see, he is the best qualified man for that post that

I could find. That is the reason his name was sent to the Senate

and the reason it stays there, because I believe, still, that he is the

best qualifiedman we could find today.

If anyone put him over on me, well, they must have found a

blind side that I don't know about myself.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

at the conclusion of yesterday's debate. Senator Lehman of New
York said all his life he had urged young people to go into the

service of their government; but he said, "I am beginning to doubt

whether I any longer have the right to encourage men to go into

public service, when all that they can expect to receive is calunmy

and accusation of treason if their honest opinions sometime later
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prove to have been incorrect." I wonder if you would care to

comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can ouly Say this: in my brief but rather

intensive career in the civil service of government, I have en-

couraged young men to go into it. I believe in them. I think

they should go into it, and I beUeve if we are going to have fine,

splendid operation of our form of government here, we have to

get young men into it.

Now, we are going to have, in a government such as ours, often

the kind of thing that Senator Lehman seemed to be criticising.

People have to "take it" and go on and do the best they can for

the United States of America. That is the way I see it.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, Senator

Bridges yesterday enunciated the doctrine which would certainly

apply not only to Mr. Bohlen but to others, that the American

people in the election rejected the Truman-Acheson foreign

policy in the Far East, that Mr. Bohlen was identified with it and

therefore could not serve you well in your foreign policy, which

seemed to apply to all others who had worked with the Truman-

Acheson policy in the Far East. And I wonder if that were your

theory?

THE PRESIDENT. As usual, I wiU uot commcut on anyone else's

theories, but I would like to point this out : I served a long time

in the uniformed services of the United States. I was compelled,

during all that time, to give loyalty to the properly constituted

civil authorities set over me. I gave my oath to do so. Had I

failed to do so, I should have resigned; and I would have been,

in my own opinion, treasonous if I did not resign and still tried

to defy those civil authorities.

Consequently, if we are going to have worth-while career serv-

ices in our government, whether they be civil or in the uniformed

services, and we find a man who cannot give loyal service to his

superiors, then he has one recourse only: to resign. Otherwise,

he is not doing his duty.
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Consequently, I should say, in the State Department, they must

loyally carry out the policy that they are given by their superiors.

If they cannot loyally carry them out—and that doesn't mean,

necessarily, that they will agree with them—then they must resign.

That is the only recourse they have.

Q. Neal A. Stanford, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Presi-

dent, I would like to follow up last week on the Bricker amend-

ment. As that proposal deals specifically with treaty-making

power, in which you have a constitutional obligation, do you feel

this Bricker amendment would restrict your conduct of foreign

affairs?

THE PREsroENT. The Bricker amendment, as analyzed for me
by the Secretary of State, would, as I understand it, in certain

ways restrict the authority that the President must have, if he is

to conduct the foreign affairs of this Nation effectively.

Now, I do not mean to say that that is the intent of the amend-

ment. I am perfectly certain that the men that have written the

amendment, that are supporting it, are convinced that it would

work only to the good of the United States and protect the in-

dividual rights of citizens of the United States inside our own
coimtry.

I do believe that there are certain features that would work to

the disadvantage of our coimtry, particularly in making it im-

possible for the President to work with the flexibility that he needs

in this highly complicated and difficult situation.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, can

you comment on the present status of the ammunition problem in

Korea as well as the general situation there?

THE PRESIDENT. I kuow of Only this: I did have time to check

up the military service and ask the question about this late strug-

gle on Baldy Ridge, where the papers said that two companies of

the yth Division had given it up. I asked whether that had any

relationship to the ammunition shortage. I was told it most em-

phatically did not, that in fact a recent ship out-loaded with

ammunition for Korea found that the reserves in Japan were
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sufficiently high, at least in the particular brand of ammunition

that was on this ship, that they did not want—did not accept it.

So I was told emphatically that the present situation in ammu-
nition was perfectly sound compared to the kind of operations

now going ahead.

Q. Mr. Sentner : Does that apply to all types of ammunition,

or just artillery?

THE PRESIDENT. I didn't ask for all of them, but the items we
know—^we have been short in three items, which have been

brought out, but they told me the situation in those was im-

proving constantly. I do know this: Secretary Wilson gives at-

tention to it every day; that I know. And I am sure that every-

thing possible is being done on that phase.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening News: Mr. President, Mr.

Wilson, in his press conference late last week, said that the budget

for the Korean war, which previously has been unbudgeted,

would be a separate budget. I am curious to know as to whether

that budget would go over to the Hill separate from the general

defense budget, or whether it would be a segment of the budget,

or can you throw any light on how it might be handled?

THE PRESIDENT. No. I know Only about the first part of the

statement you make—in other words, your premise, which is that

up to this moment the cost of the Korean war has never been

really budgeted. There has merely been an expression of hope

that it would be over soon. Now, just exactly how the Defense

Department and the Bureau of the Budget expect to come up
with a plan for correcting that, I am not sure, so I couldn't

comment.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: When you said

that you found the ammunition situation perfectly sound in Ko-
rea, are you referring just to the Old Baldy situation, or to the

overall picture?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I Said perfectly sound only in compari-

son with present operations. I didn't say that in every respect

the commander in the field wouldn't have some possibility of
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criticism. I have never known one that didn't. I did myself,

and I must tell you this: some of you know that in the beachhead

we rationed our principal guns down to 17 rounds a day, in order

to accumulate the reserves needed for the breakout; and at times

certain of our guns, as I remember, down to 2 or 3 rounds a day.

So no commander ever has all he wants.

But what I am merely trying to say: the situation in anrniu-

nition now, including the reserves in Japan and elsewhere, seems

to be satisfactory for meeting the present scale of operations. I

would assume that if anything else were contemplated, it would
have to be a different level.

I have not, by any manner of means, investigated every last

caliber of these myself. Of course, I can't.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, at

your last news conference, you told us that there would be no
reduction in the total combat strength of our armed forces. I

read this morning that Mr. Wilson is proposing a 10 percent

reduction now in our armed forces, skeletonizing our divisions

at home. Is there any conflict between what you told us and
what Mr. Wilson appears to have in mind?

THE PREsroENT. Not SO far as I know. He and I meet—^well,

we meet several times a week. We talk over these things. Quite

naturally, we are trying to get the expenditures of the United

States within manageable proportions. It is quite clear that a

continuation of deficit spending has a very bad effect on our

whole economy. We are working desperately on that side.

Now, if he has found some place where he thinks there might be

some element of military force disappear, without hurting our

immediate combat position in the world—I mean, in Korea par-

ticularly—he would be justified in making a recommendation.

But he hasn't spoken to me definitely on that one point.

Q. Arthur T. Hadley, Newsweek: Could you give us any indi-

cation, sir, of what you intend to talk to Mr. Rene Mayer about

while he is here?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I havcu't had my first meeting—it starts
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this morning—but I know certain things will be discussed, of

course. We are going to discuss the relative position of NATO,
as to what we expect it to be at this time. We are going to talk

about the French problem in Indochina and its relationship to

its capabilities in Europe. We are going to talk about many
things that affect the French ability to do everything that the size

of its population would indicate at first glance that it should be

able to do.

France, let us not forget, was bled white in World War I, had

a long and difficult political and economic re-adjustment, and

then was plunged into World War II and was overrun, its pride

was trampled in the dust. It was a long time coming back.

France has had a very hard time. I still think, though, that

America has not forgotten the very great sentimental ties that

bind us to a nation which even as far back as 1776 and 1777 was

coming and helping us out.

Q. Merriman Smith, Associated Press: Mr. President, we
haven't had an opportunity to ask what you think of the payment
of more than $700,000 in accumulated leave to outgoing members
of the past administration?

THE PRESIDENT. I am sorry that I have not talked on that sub-

ject specifically with my Cabinet, but I will tell you this: I don't

see how a high-ranking officer of Government can possibly ac-

cumulate leave, or accumulate a claim against the United States

for leave.

The way I see such responsible jobs—and I am expressing now
a personal philosophy—I do not see how a man can go on leave.

If I go away from the city for a few days recreation, I cannot

conceive that I am laying down my responsibilities. I don't

think any Cabinet officer can lay down his responsibilities either.

Certainly, every instant of that time he is responsible to me for

the operations of his department. Therefore, since I don't see

how he can go on leave, I don't see how he can accumulate leave.

And therefore, I for my part would never acquiesce in accumula-
tion of obligations, so-called obligations, against the Government
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based upon leave in these high-ranking offices.

I do believe that we must provide for proper leave for all

of our great body of civil servants; they not only earn it and de-

serve it, but they have to have it, if they are going to remain

efficient. And if one should be discharged without ever having

gotten that leave, I should think that for whatever the law allows

him to accumulate, he should be paid. But that doesn't mean
that I could hire him back the next day.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, I don't believe a

political question has come up this morning. Is there any change

in your mind on the status of Wes Roberts, Chairman of the

National Committee?

THE PRESIDENT. No ouc could be morc earnestly hopeful than

I that every important post in government, and even in such quasi-

governmental bodies as political parties, that every important

post will be occupied by a man whose integrity and straight-

forwardness are almost a byword in our Nation.

Now, Mr. Roberts, a man whom I have known for a short time,

but for whom I have conceived a great admiration, has been

accused of something. There are not available to me—as a matter

of fact, I have no authority with respect to that, but I do have a

great influence, of course, because of my position—there are not

available the Federal agencies that you would normally use if you
were thinking of putting someone in the Federal Government.

But I do have great faith in the Kansas legislature and the

Kansas courts. I think we ought to find out what the answers

are, and then I will make up my mind what to do.

I have tried all my life to resist finding, in my own mind, a man
guilty of something merely because there is an unsubstantiated

charge. But if he does become guilty of something that renders

him unfit for office, then I certainly don't intend to be defending

anybody in his holding of office.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Beaumont Enterprise: Mr. President,

do you expect to send to Congress this year a plan for reorganizing
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the water control agencies—I mean, the Army Engineers, and

Bureau of Reclamation?

THE PRESIDENT. I kuow thisi the reorganization committee is

working, and they will come up one of these days with a plan. I

think it is going to take longer than some of the just internal or-

ganization things—I mean internal with respect to a simple de-

partment—because it is complicated. The Engineers have a

long record of efficient service, but on the other hand, of course,

it does look rather odd that we have got two great organizations

competing in this field. And so I should say it will probably be

some time before they finally reach conclusions in long and

exhaustive hearings.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post : Mr. President, follow-

ing up the question about Mr. Roberts, have you ever formed any

judgment on the Senate subcommittee discussion of findings on

Senator McCarthy's finances?

THE PRESIDENT. No.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers : Sir, is there any difficulty

in budgeting separately for a Korean war which has never been

declared by Congress? Is there any difficulty about that?

THE PRESIDENT. Well uow, you Say something that I don't

know. I know that there was no war declared in the first in-

stance, but certainly Congress has recognized the war with many
commissions and committees that have gone out there. And I

would see no difficulty about the budgeting because we have a de

facto recognition, whether or not it has been legally done.

Q. Edward J. Milne, Providence Journal: During the cam-

paign, sir, you drew sharp distinction between Senator Mc-
Carthy's methods and objectives. I wonder if you would tell

us what you think his objectives have been in the Bohlen case, as

affecting your appointment?

THE PRESIDENT. I am not going to talk about Senator Mc-
Carthy. I will talk about this: I believe that—I told you

before—the Senate and the House have a right to make any in-
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vestigation that they see fit, to make certain that there is no in-

fluence creeping into this Government that is subversive, that is

inimical to its interests.

I beHeve that you can carry investigations in method to the

point that you are damaging from within what you are trying to

protect from without. And I believe that it takes statesmanship

and real wisdom to distinguish between these points and not let

enthusiasm for any one thing carry us too far at any one time.

Q, Mr. Milne: I wonder if you think that point has been

reached in this case?

THE PRESIDENT. I think that that is one point I will allow you

people to speculate on, instead of giving you my idea. And I

don't mean to be facetious, but these are things that, if you are

going to give a public opinion, you have to have time to sit and
ponder and look at all sides of the case. I have to take my own
judgments on things as they come up to me, and I pass them
along. I try to avoid criticism of somebody else, as long as there

is any possible chance of believing that he is acting in the public

service—^if he thinks he is acting in the public service, I should

have said. Now go ahead.

Q. Robert W. Richards, Copley Press: The Democrats are

reported to be enjoying this little scrap within your party in the

Senate very much. Would you say it might be reminiscent of

some that they have had with such people as Huey Long and
"the man Bilbo," and so forth?

THE PREsroENT. I would put it this way: I am trying to be

President of all the United States. Arguments are going to come
up—these partisan arguments; when they come within the mem-
bership of your own party, they are of course saddening, because

it looks like someone is doubting your efforts to be President of

all the United States. But I am still trying, so I am not going

to comment on that particular point.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's fifth ecutive Office Building at 10:30 a.m.

news conference was held in the Ex- on Thursday, March 26, 1953.
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38 ^ Statement by the President on the

Resignation of G. Wesley Roberts, Chairman,

Republican National Committee.

March 27, 1953

I HAVE just received a letter from C. Wesley Roberts inform-

ing me that he is submitting to the Republican National Com-

mittee his resignation as National Chairman. He was selected

for that post in January by the Republican National Committee,

with my concurrence, because of our confidence in his abilities,

integrity and character.

A situation involving him has arisen and I have read the forth-

right public statement concerning it that he has released.

Resignation was decided upon by Mr, Roberts on his own ini-

tiative. I believe his decision a wise one. Nevertheless, I should

like to express appreciation of the valuable and tireless efforts

he has devoted to the Republican Party both during the cam-

paign, and, since January, as Chairman.

39 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Recommending the Establishment of a Commission

To Study Federal, State, and Local Relations.

March ^o, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

In the State of the Union Message, I expressed my deep con-

cern for the well-being of all of our citizens and the attainment

of equaUty of opportunity for all. I further stated that our social

rights are a most important part of our heritage and must be

guarded and defended with all of our strength. I firmly believe

that the primary way of accomplishing this is to recommend the
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creation of a commission to study the means of achieving a

sounder relationship between federal, state and local govern-

ments.

The way has now been prepared for appropriate action.

Shortly after stating my original intention, I called an explora-

tory meeting of interested officials, including members of Con-

gress and a group of governors representing the Council of State

Governments, to confer with me on such a study. This confer-

ence produced general agreement on the importance of the prob-

lem and an offer of cooperation in the proposed study. Within

a few days representatives of several leading organizations of local

governmental officials will meet at the White House with several

of my associates to give their considered and needed counsel.

The present division of activities between Federal and state

governments, including their local subdivisions, is the product of

more than a century and a half of piecemeal and often haphazard

growth. This growth in recent decades has proceeded at a speed

defying order and efficiency. One program after another has

been launched to meet emergencies and expanding public needs.

Time has rarely been taken for thoughtful attention to the effects

of these actions on the basic structure of our Federal-state system

of Government.

Now there is need to review and assess, with prudence and fore-

sight, the proper roles of the Federal, state and local govern-

ments. In many cases, especially within the past twenty years,

the Federal Government has entered fields which, under our

Constitution, are the primary responsibilities of state and local

governments. This has tended to blur the responsibilities of

local government. It has led to duplication and waste. It is

time to relieve the people of the need to pay taxes on taxes.

A major mark of this development has been the multiplication

of Federal grants-in-aid for specific types of activities. There

are now more than thirty such grant programs. In the aggre-

gate, they involve Federal expenditures of well over $2 billion a

year. They make up approximately one-fifth of state revenues.
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While by far the greater part of these expenditures are in the

fields of social security, health, and education, they also spread

into many other areas. In some cases, the Federal Government

apportions fixed amounts among the States; in others, it matches

State expenditures; and in a few, it finances the entire State ex-

penditure. The impact of all these grants on State governments

has been profound. While they have greatly stimulated the de-

velopment of certain State activities, they have complicated State

finances and administration; and they have often made it diffi-

cult for States to provide the funds for other important services.

The maintenance of strong, well-ordered state and local gov-

ernments is essential to our Federal system of government. Lines

of authority must be clean and clear, the right areas of action for

Federal and state govemment plainly defined. This is imperative

for the efficient administration of governmental programs in the

fields of health, education, social security, and other grant-in-aid

areas.

The manner in which best to accomplish these objectives, and
to eliminate friction, duplication, and waste from Federal-state

relations, is therefore a major national problem. To reallocate

certain of these activities between federal and state govemments,

including their local subdivisions, is in no sense to lessen our

concern for the objectives of these programs. On the contrary:

these programs can be made more effective instruments serving

the security and welfare of our citizens.

To achieve these purposes, I recommend the enactment of

legislation to establish a commission on governmental functions

and fiscal resources to make a thorough study of grants-in-aid

activities and the problems of finance and federal-state relations

which attend them. The commission should study and investigate

all the activities in which federal aid is extended to state and
local govemments, whether there is justification for federal aid

in all these fields, whether there is need for such aid in other fields.

The whole question of federal control of activities to which the

federal government contributes must be thoroughly examined.
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The matter of the adequacy of fiscal resources available to the

various levels of government to discharge their proper functions

must be carefully explored.

The commission should be of such size and composition as to

permit appropriate representation of the various governmental

levels and of outstanding members of the general public. It

should be provided with an excellent staff, able to draw on the

great amount of work which has already been done in this field.

In order that the commission may complete its report in time

for consideration by the next session of the Congress, I urge

prompt action on this matter.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Public Law 109, 83d Con- Intergovernmental Relations, was

gress, establishing a Commission on approved on July 10, 1953 (67 Stat.

145)-

40 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 3 of 1 953

Concerning the Organization of the Executive

Office of the President. April 2, 1 953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the provisions of the Reorganization

Act of 1949, as amended.

The reorganization plan is designed to achieve two primary ob-

jectives. The first is to improve the organization of the Executive

Office of the President. The second is to enable one Executive

Office agency to exercise strong leadership in our national mobili-

zation effort, including both current defense activities and readi-

ness for any future national emergency.

The National Security Resources Board was established by the

National Security Act of 1947 to advise the President concerning
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various aspects of future military, industrial, and civilian mobili-

zation. The areas of responsibility assigned to the Board included

the use of national and industrial resources for military and

civilian needs; the sujfficiency of productive facilities; the strategic

relocation of industries; the mobilization and maximum utiliza-

tion of manpower; and the maintenance and stabilization of the

civilian economy.

The vigorous and efficient discharge of these vital functions is

not well served by the simultaneous existence in the Executive

Office of the President of the National Security Resources Board

(charged with planning for the future) and the present Office of

Defense Mobilization (charged with programs of the present).

The progress of the current mobilization effort has made plain

how artificial is the present separation of these functions.

Both functions should now be combined into one defense

mobilization agency. Accordingly, the reorganization plan

would create in the Executive Office of the President a new
agency, to be known as the Office of Defense Mobilization. It

would transfer to the new Office the functions of the Chairman

of the National Security Resources Board and abolish that Board,

including the offices of chairman and vice chairman.

The reorganization plan also transfers to the new agency the

statutory functions of the present Office of Defense Mobilization.

These are of a minor nature, the major functions of the present

Office of Defense Mobilization having been delegated to it by the

President, principally under the Defense Production Act of 1950,

as amended. It is my intention to transfer the latter functions

to the new agency by executive order, and to abolish the Office of

Defense Mobilization established by Executive Order No. 10 193.

There will thus result a new agency which combines the activi-

ties of the National Security Resources Board and both the statu-

tory and delegated functions of the heretofore existing Office of

Defense Mobilization.

The proposed plan would also reorganize various activities re-

lating to the stockpiling of strategic and critical materials. Those
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activities are principally provided for in the Strategic and Critical

Material Stock Piling Act, as amended. It has become increas-

ingly apparent that the policy and program aspects of stockpiling

are an integral part of mobilization planning. They should not

be administered separately from plant expansion, conservation of

materials, and materials procurement under the Defense Produc-

tion Act of 1950, or from the duties placed in the National Se-

curity Resources Board by the National Security Act of 1947.

Therefore, the reorganization plan would transfer to the Director

of the new Office of Defense Mobilization responsibility for major
stockpiling actions, including the determination of the nature

and quantities of materials to be stockpiled. In the main, these

functions are transferred from the Secretaries of the Army, Navy,

and Air Force (acting jointly through the agency of the Muni-
tions Board) and the Secretary of the Interior. The duties of

the Administrator of General Services regarding the purchase of

strategic and critical materials and the management of stock-

piles are not affected by the reorganization plan, except that he

will receive his directions, under the plan, from the Director of

the Office of Defense Mobilization instead of from the Depart-

ment of Defense.

This transfer of stockpiling functions will correct the present

undesirable confusion of responsibilities. The functions of the

heads of the military departments of the Department of Defense

and the Secretary of the Interior under the Strategic and Critical

Materials Stock Piling Act, as amended, are at present in con-

siderable measure subject to other authority of delegates of the

President springing from the Defense Production Act of 1950, as

amended. The allocation and distribution of scarce materials

among essential civilian and military activities and the continued

maintenance of adequate stockpiles of strategic and critical ma-
terials are of major current importance. The reorganization

plan will make possible more effective coordination and close

control over the Government's whole stockpile program. It will

speed decisions. It can result in significant economies.
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The Department of Defense will, of course, continue to be

responsible for presenting the needs of the military services.

That Department and the Department of the Interior are spe-

cifically designated in the plan as additional agencies which shall

appoint representatives to cooperate with the Director of the

Office of Defense Mobilization in determining which materials

are strategic and critical and how much of them is to be pur-

chased. Final authority with regard to such determination will,

however, be in the Director of the Office of Defense Mobilization.

Section 5(a) of the reorganization plan withholds from trans-

fer to the Director and abolishes the functions of the Chairman

of the National Security Resources Board with regard to being

consulted by and furnishing advice to the President concerning

the placing of orders of mandatory precedence for articles or

materials for the use of the armed forces of the United States or

for the use of the Atomic Energy Commission, and with regard

to determining that a plant, mine or other facility can be readily

converted to the production or furnishing of such articles or

materials. These abolished functions were vested in the Na-

tional Security Resources Board by section 18 of the Selective

Service Act of 1948 (later renamed as the Universal Military

Training and Service Act) and were transferred to the Chair-

man of that Board by Reorganization Plan No. 25 of 1950. The
practical effect of this abolition is to obviate a statutory mandate
that the President consult and advise with another officer of

the executive branch of the Government.

Section 5(b) of the reorganization plan abolishes the direc-

tion, authority, and control of the Secretary of Defense over func-

tions transferred from the Department of Defense by the reor-

ganization plan. The Secretary's functions in this regard are

provided for in section 202(b) of the National Security Act of

1947, as amended (5 U.S.C. I7ia(b)).

Section 5(c) of the reorganization plan abolishes any functions

which were vested in the Army and Navy Munitions Board or

which are vested in the Munitions Board with respect to serving
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as the agent through which the Secretaries of the Army, Navy,

Air Force, and the Interior jointly act in determining which ma-

terials are strategic and critical under the provisions of the

Strategic and Critical Materials Stock Piling Act, as amended,

and the quality and quantities of such materials to be stockpiled.

These abolished functions are provided for in section 2 (a) of the

Strategic and Critical Materials Stock Piling Act, as amended.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1953 is

necessary to accompUsh one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended.

I have also found and hereby declare that by reason of these

reorganizations it is necessary to include in the reorganization plan

provisions for the appointment and compensation of a Director

and a Deputy Director of the Office of Defense Mobilization. The
rates of compensation fixed for these officers are, respectively,

those which I have found to prevail in respect of comparable

officers of the executive branch of the Government.

The reorganization plan will permit better organization and

management of the Federal programs relating to materials and

requirements and will thus help to achieve the maximum degree

of mobilization readiness at the least possible cost. It is not

practicable, however, to itemize, in advance of actual experience,

the reductions of expenditures to be brought about by the taking

effect of the reorganizations included in Reorganization Plan No.

3 of 1953-

I urge that the Congress allow the proposed reorganization

plan to become effective.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 3 of 1953 1949-1953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

Large (67 Stat. 634) and in the 1025). It became effective on June

12, 1953-
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41 ^ The President'sNews Conference of

April 2, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Plcasc sit down. We don't have our friends

[the photographers] with us today.

This morning there went to the Congress the third reorgan-

ization plan for the Government. It involves the Office of De-

fense Mobilization, the National Security Resources Board, and

the old War Production Administration—all three consolidated

into one office, which will now be called the Office of Defense

Mobilization.

Of course, we expect this not only to result in a considerable

increase in efficiency by centralizing these functions where they

should be centralized, including the direction of our efforts at

stockpiling, but it will be a much more streamlined organization

than the three overlapping ones were in the past.

I was looking for some little announcement to make of my own.

That was it. Ladies and gentiemen, we will go right to the

questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, what is

your estimation or analysis of the recent peace overtures from

Russia and Communist China?

THE PREsroENT. Well, Mr. Smith, it is very difficult to say that

any speculation on this affair should be dignified with the term

"analysis." You really are doing some pretty definite guessing.

But I think in this whole business of the peace approach, in which

the hearts of America are so deeply involved, that we should take

at face value every offer that is made to us, until it is proved not

to be worthy of being so taken. By that I do not mean that we
ignore the history of the past and some of the frustrating experi-

ences we have had in trying to promote peaceful arrangements

with some of the people with whom we would now have to deal.

But I do say, here is something that, when the proffer comes

along, we should go right at it like it is meant exactly as it is said.

147



^ 4;! Public Papers of the Presidents

Now, in the proposal made by the Chinese commanders in

Korea, which was in response to a request made by General Clark

in February, and in line with the recommendations that the

United Nations side of the negotiators have repeated over and

over again, it was stated that it was believed that the exchange of

sick and wounded prisoners during hostilities would do much to

promote negotiations for an armistice.

We have, therefore, the hope that this exchange of sick and

wounded prisoners will be quickly accomplished. Certainly, to

my mind, that would be clear indication that deeds, rather than

words and more frustrating conversations, are now to come into

fashion—^something that certainly every right-thinking person

would welcome very heartily.

Therefore, without speculating further as to the motivation

lying behind this, I should just say this Government is prepared

to meet every honest advance, and in this instance, for example,

has been trying to arrange this for a long, long time.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, you

have commented on the Bricker resolution, which attempts to re-

strict your treaty-making powers. Now we have an instance of a

Senator who negotiates an agreement that bears on foreign policy.

I just want to ask you if you would comment, insofar as it bears

on the prerogatives of the Presidency?

THE PREsroENT. Evcry Senator or Member of Congress, every

committee, subcommittee, has a right in their investigative and

other processes to give advice to individuals, to indicate the judg-

ment of the speaker as to what he believes our country might do

under a given set of circumstances. But the power to negotiate,

the responsibility for negotiating with others, rests absolutely and

completely in the Executive. And this fact, of course, being so

obvious, has universal recognition, including recognition by every

Senator that I know. That excludes no one, and so stated the

Senator to Mr. Dulles himself, yesterday.

So there is no effort here, at least so far as reported through
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the communications we have, to take over the power of negotiat-

ing on behalf of our Government.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Gowles Publications: Mr. President,

would you agree that Senator McCarthy's actions on the Greek

ship matter had undermined administration policy?

THE PRESIDENT. You havc askcd a question, of course, that is

one of opinion; many people can have different kinds of answers.

I think not, because I think there is sufficient power in the

Secretary of State, and in the Presidency, to remind all peoples

—

others, and including our own—that the exclusive power of negoti-

ating such arrangements, anything that is legal, belongs to the

Executive, and comes into being when two-thirds of the Senate

ratify.

So I doubt that an action—even, let us say, that we would agree

it was misguided; if that were so, I doubt that act can undermine

the prestige and the power that resides in the Government and

in its various parts as viewed by the Constitution.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, have

you discussed, or will you discuss with Ambassador Bohlen, the

possibility of a meeting between yourself and Premier Malenkov?

THE PREsroENT. I do uot cxpcct to scc the Ambassador again

before he leaves. As a matter of fact, I saw him this afternoon.

We did not discuss that particular point because as I see it, there

isno basis, at the moment, for discussing it.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, there seems to be

considerable unhappiness among some Congressmen, and some

editors, over a charge that Secretary Weeks has dismissed the

Director of the Bureau of Standards without hearing his side of

all charges which appear to reflect basically on his good character

and integrity. I wonder if you would comment on that, sir?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I Can't, for the simple reason that no

such report has reached my ears. This is the first time I have

heard it, so I can't possibly comment.

Mr. Weeks forwarded to me an application for resignation,
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and I accepted it. Now, if there is any such thing as this behind

it, I know nothing about it at this moment. But I do have faith

that Secretary Weeks will be the last person to be arbitrary and

unjust in such circumstances.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], VnitcdT?rtss: Mr. President, would

you accept an invitation for the United States to participate in

the Anglo-Soviet air safety talks in Berlin, or has such an invitation

come to you?

THE PRESIDENT. No such invitation has come to me, and of

course, any invitation would have to be examined on exactly what

it says; but if it were one that looked like there would be useful

discussions, why I would think the Secretary of State would

recommend its acceptance.

Q. Lloyd M. Schwartz, Fairchild Papers: Mr. President, I

wonder if you could tell us your view of the Simpson bill for

extending the reciprocal trade agreements act, which is being

represented by some as a high tariff bill, and whether the adminis-

tration will have a bill of its own?
THE PRESIDENT. I havc forgottcn now

—

[confers with Mr.
Hagerty]—as a matter of fact, I have to check my memory, not

as to what has been done but as to whether it has been done at a

time that I am free to talk. I am merely trying to be as helpful

as I can to any legitimate question.

I just want to say this : the matter has been under earnest study

for a long time. Long before I came down to Washington, I

convened people to look at this thing. We are going to try to

decide it on the overall good, and I hope that there will be no

necessity for yielding to any narrow consideration in the whole

business.

Now, I am informed by Mr. Hagerty that these negotiations

have not yet gotten to the point that I am free to talk about them.

Q. Paul R. Leach, Chicago Daily News: Mr. President, in

December 1951, President Truman issued an Executive order per-

mitting all the departments of Government—all the heads of

departments—to classify information, which was regarded by a
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good many newspaper editors as restricting the flow of news to

the press. There have been some reports that that was to be

rescinded or amended. Is that contemplated, or has it been

done?

THE PRESIDENT. It is onc of the things, of course, that has been

mentioned from time to time. I have not yet personally gotten

into it. But I did have this to say about the thing within my
own family: that if any press man has a specific instance where

this rule or Executive order has been applied to what he believes

to be the detriment of the proper functions of the newspaper

world, I wish he would give the specific instance to my Press

Secretary and let me take a look.

I do believe, by and large, as you people well know, in the

principle of decentralization. I do not believe that there should

be an attempt, as there frequently is in some governments, to

centralize power too much in the hands of one person, partic-

ularly administrative power. It tends to slow up and it tends to

make impossible the work that you people would largely do

otherwise.

So I would like to see those people responsible for their own
actions. But if that action becomes what experience would show

to be inadvisable, or it tends toward unjust choking off and

strangling of news, I would like to know about it before I pro-

ceed to—towards action.

I do assure you it is not forgotten. It has just been something

that we have not gotten to in the analysis and study.

Q. [Speaker unidentified]: Mr. President, you were repre-

sented today by Speaker Martin as favoring straight i-year exten-

sion of the reciprocal trade agreements act, presumably pending

further study that you have mentioned. Could you say whether

you favor such an interim extension now?

THE PREsroENT. Ycs I do. If he announced that—that is per-

fectly clear, that's exactly my position. I do not believe that it

is possible to settle these questions specifically on the various as-

pects of the welfare of the United States, except with a more
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profound study than has been possible to make.

Consequently, if he has already stated that—and I am taking

your report that he has—^why, I stand by it.

Q. G. Gould Lincoln, Washington Evening Star: Mr. Presi-

dent, has there been a crystallization on selection of a Republican

National Chairman, and is former Representative Leonard Hall

a likely choice?

THE PRESIDENT. So far as I know, there has been none. Now,
as you well know, that is not my prerogative, to select a National

Chairman. As I told you when it was mentioned before, I assume

that my wishes and desires would have a very considerable influ-

ence, so I am not trying to divest myself of responsibility; but I

think it will be a job that the National Committee, in collabora-

tion with all of the leaders of the party everywhere, will have to

undertake with the utmost seriousness.

And the only thing I can say: I am going to try to find a man
who commands the highest respect from every way that I can

find, as far as my own choice of person is to be considered.

As for Mr. Hall, I have heard his name along with a dozen

others mentioned, but I haven't heard any drive on the part of

anybody. I don't know whether anyone really wants the job.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, I understood before

leaving office, President Truman sent you a report of the Contract

Compliance Committee, which was set up to eliminate discrimi-

nation in plants with Government contracts. That Committee

doesn't have a chairman now, and many of the members are

resigning. What steps have been taken to vitalize that group by

appointing a chairman for the Committee, and public officers

—

public members, that is?

THE PRESIDENT. Again, I am sorry; you have asked me a ques-

tion that I will have to answer next week. That has not been

reported to me—that we are lacking a chairman in it. We will

look it up, and I will try to give you an answer.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Baltimore Sun: Mr. President, I

would like to go back to this other question. I wonder if you
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would consider it in the national interest for a congressional com-

mittee to undertake negotiations—conduct negotiations with for-

eign ship owners, to get an embargo on trading with Communist

countries?

THE PRESIDENT. Personally, I don't believe they can possibly

have the facts that would make such negotiations really profitable,

unless the fact in some matter were so obvious that there was

universal, unquestioned agreement, and they might have some

personal contact that might work out for the good of the United

States. I wouldn't say.

You know, there is an aphorism "There is no never." Well, I

am not going to say there never could be any good come out of

such things. I should say, on the average, now, I would doubt it.

Q, James B. Reston, New York Times: Mr. President, on

Monday, Harold Stassen told Senator McCarthy's committee that

he thought the Senator's actions in the Greek ship deal did under-

mine the efforts that his Agency was making to try to block off

East-West trade. In your reply earlier this afternoon, you indi-

cated that those acts did not undermine the prestige of

Government, and I thought that that statement was open to the

interpretation that you disagreed with Mr. Stassen's position?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I disagree this much, possibly, Mr.

Reston. As I understand it, this discussion came up on the word

negotiation, which you will remember I used this afternoon very

distinctly and emphatically. He said the attempt to negotiate

agreements was an infringement—I think he probably meant

infringement more than he did undermining—and I was also

trying to make clear that to undermine required a lot more doing

than merely making an error, no matter how badly I might

consider the error to be.

So that I think in Senator McCarthy's later statements, as I

understand them and the Secretary does, he had no idea he was

negotiating anything; and as long as he is not, he is probably in

his proper function. He can discuss, suggest, advise—and that's
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all right; but negotiating is something else. I tried to make that

clear.

Q. Mr. Reston: Mr. President, I wonder if your attention has

been called to his Saturday announcement, which was handed to

us in writing, which says that as a result of negotiations under-

taken by representatives of this subcommittee with the Greek

owners of 242 merchant ships, they have agreed to break off all

trade with North Korea, Communist China, and the far eastern

ports of Soviet Russia?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I would say, how do you negotiate when

there is nothing that you can commit? Now, I don't see how any

of us here can hold the idea that a group of legislators or an indi-

vidual can commit the United States to any action; so I would

not understand what "negotiations" means. They might obtain

promises, they might obtain some kind of expression of opinion or

intention from these people, and he could announce it; that, I

would say, is all right. If that represents his conviction on what

he should do, there would be no criticism. But that, in my mind,

is not negotiation.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, I am a little

confused. Are we to understand, then, that it is your opinion

that Senator McCarthy changed his position from the time of his

original announcement when he used the word "negotiate," until

the time he met with Secretary Dulles yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT. I am Certain of this: negotiation in the way I

am talking about it now is something that he could not have done

because he had no power to do it—the negotiating which com-

mits our Government to some form of action, subject always in

our form of government, if it gets on the treaty basis, to approval

by the Senate.

Q. Murrey Marder, Washington Post: Mr. President, do you

feel that this in any way interfered or impeded the efforts to con-

duct other negotiations, as Mr. Stassen indicated?

THE PRESIDENT. I havcu't discusscd this point that you raise.
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in detail, with either Secretary Dulles or Mr. Stassen. Governor

Stassen, as you know, has been out of town—^just got back, at least

to my knowledge, today; and Secretary Dulles has been pretty

busy. So I wouldn't have a real opinion on the point.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post: Mr. President, just to

recapitulate all this, are you unhappy with what Mr. Stassen said

the other day, or with what Senator McCarthy

THE PRESIDENT. I am uot in the slightest bit unhappy. I think

that I know where we are trying to go. I think, by and large, we
are developing and getting better cooperation with the Senate and

House every day. The mere fact that some little incident arises

is not going to disturb me. I have been scared by experts, in war
and in peace, and I am not frightened about this.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, if I could

get away from high politics to butter, do you think there is any-

thing that you can do in the long term, so that people can get

butter at reasonable prices, and not have it stored away at tax-

payers expense to spoil? It is a long term problem, I know, but

it's a symbolic thing.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of coursc, you are talking about some-

thing where you could far better go to the Secretary of Agricul-

ture and get a really definitive answer to such a question. As a

matter of fact, under the provisions of law, we are buying butter

at 6734 cents a pound, I believe. Currently, I believe—although

I may be wrong a few hundred thousand pounds—^we are buying

about 2 million pounds a day. At the same time we are buying at

that price, the finest oleomargarine, I am told, is sold at half that

price. What you come down to is that butter is pricing itself out

of the market. And yet if you can tell the difference sufficiently

that you insist on having butter, why, I guess that all you want is

there at 6734 cents a pound.

Until there is some change in the program, or a change in the

rate of production of these things in our country, I don't know
what should be done.
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Q. Mrs. Craig: But, sir, the reason we have so many million

—

nearly half a billion—^poimds in storage, is because the taxpayers'

money is taken to buy, put it there.

THE PRESIDENT. I think you are exaggerating the figures some-

what, but still it's too large, in my opinion.

And I think there is this very great danger which adds to the

problem, that since we don't have deep-freeze faciUties all over

the United States, some of this can enter the spoilage danger zone

very soon.

I would hope this: as long as we have to have such surpluses, if

we believe that to be to the best interests of our country—remem-

ber these programs have been developing and evolving over

almost three decades—^if that is true, then I should certainly hope

that Congress would place upon the President the responsibility of

finding outlets for anything that is in danger of spoiling. I think

it would be a crime today against civilization, and against our-

selves, to allow anything to spoil that could be used by anybody,

even if those surpluses have to be disposed of at almost zero value

;

because I couldn't conceive of anything worse than to have openly

to destroy it, when people are hungry and need such things.

Q. Mrs. Craig: Well, sir, if you did not—this administration

did not price support it, couldn't you find an outlet in the ordinary

people buying it—the housewives—at prices they could pay?

THE PRESIDENT. I would Say, Mrs. Craig, that you cannot possi-

bly be guilty of lack of good faith with your own people. This

thing was done by law, long before we came along. And when
we saw the extent to which it had gone, we had to prolong the

thing until some kind of arrangements or some kind of new
philosophy, at least, could be brought out. That is what they are

working at now, through these commissions and committees that

work with the Department of Agriculture, representing every part

of our agriculture and the public. What are we going to do about

these things to have reasonable, proper policies? It is a very

difficult and intricate one.

Of course, it will arouse a lot of emotion, because certain people
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will be affected right square in the pocketbook, while others say

we are looking at the, by and large, good of the Nation.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Early this week,

sir, Mr. John A. Ulinsky, who is the United States Commissioner

for the International Boundary Commission, United States,

Canada, and Alaska, was dismissed from his post and replaced

by, I believe, Mr, Samuel L. Golan of Chicago, Illinois.

Now, the treaty with Canada which set up the Commission

specifies that the United States Commissioner can be removed

only through death, disability, or retirement, none of which

applied to Mr. Ulinsky, and that his successor—again in the

treaty—should be a qualified geographer or surveyor. Mr. Golan,

the successor, is a lawyer.

I wonder if you thought this complied, either—first—^with the

spirit of the treaty; or, second, with your campaign pledge to get

the best brains for the best jobs in Government?

THE PREsroENT. Well, you have stated a case

—

[laughter]—
that sounds terrible. And if the facts as you state them, now, are

really facts—and I assume they certainly are as you understand

them—^someone is going to be questioned as to why I was not

informed of those facts before. Of that I am sure.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, did you convince

Dan Reed he should balance the budget before he cut taxes?

THE PRESIDENT. The qucstiou did not come up-—^not the sub-

ject of our luncheon conversation.

Q. Fred W. Perkins, Scripps-Howard Newspapers: Mr. Presi-

dent, I have two related questions: (a) would you care to

comment on your opinion of the prospects of the Washington
baseball team this year [laughter]

;
(b) would you throw out the

ball at the opening game?
THE PRESIDENT. Well, first, I am most certainly not a baseball

prophet. The only thing I have in such things is sentiment.

I know who I am for. As long as I am living in Washington, I

am for the Senators from the beginning, and I will be there on
the last day of the game.
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Now, I am going to the game of April 23d. I am not going

to be there the 13th. I think I told you people before, that week

of April 13th is one I am desperately fighting to save. I have

lost I day—I have to come back to meet your friends the editors

on the 1 6th; but aside from that, I am fighting to keep that week

as 5 or 6 days of my own. So I won't be able to make it on the

13th, but I hope to be there on the 23d. There's a day game,

the first series home.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Senator Taft and

Congressman Simpson said you had taken a long look to the 1954
elections, and how you might win it. Could you give us some

insight into your thinking?

THE PREsroENT. I think it is just as simple as looking at the

palm of your hand. If the Republican Party can show as its

record over the next 2 years a progressive, sane program of ac-

complishment, one that is in keeping with the constitutional

processes of this country, which takes care of the welfare, the

interest, of all our people and doesn't give itself away to any

section or any group, any class— and that program, that accom-

plishment, is properly advertised, we will be back with a very

greatly enhanced majority.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, last week
you said you were not aware of a plan by Mr. Wilson to cut the

size of combat strength. You said you left it up to him to decide.

Well, since last week a plan has become somewhat apparent

from the Pentagon, that they are studying a plan to reduce combat
strength. We wondered during the week if you thought maybe
we have reached a point where it is safe to reduce the total size

of our armed forces?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't think I said exactly what you say I

said, Mr. Smith. I never said that I would leave to anyone else

the final decision as to what should be the level of combat strength.

I said that I was waiting on detailed recommendations. More-

over, as I urge the streamlining of organization, of getting rid

of duplications and what I still believe to be unnecessary expense
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in that Department, we are studying, all of us, every day, I assure

you, what is the level of strength in being that, in our judgment

would conform to what I always go back to—Washington's old

precept of the respectable posture of military defense. But by

no means would that be a responsibility that I could delegate.

Q. John M. Hightower, Associated Press: Could you tell us

anything about your meeting with Ambassador Bohlen, sir, par-

ticularly whether you are sending any sort of personal message to

Premier Malenkov?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU givc you this much on the ques-

tion: in conformity with the practice every newly appointed Am-
bassador observes, Ambassador Bohlen came in to call on me this

afternoon. He is leaving immediately, I believe, either this eve-

ning or tomorrow, for Europe—soon hopes to be in Moscow. We
discussed only, as far as any general subject is concerned, the sit-

uation there of the American Ambassador, the hope that he could

be helpful in anything that came up, the general nature of the

problems that we could possibly anticipate. As far as anything

further is concerned, I would have nothing to say.

Q. John D. Morris, New York Times : Mr. President, I take

it from what you said, that your conference with Mr. Reed and

Mr. Simpson might have been on reciprocal trade. Could you

give us any idea as to any decisions that might have been made?

THE PRESIDENT. There were no decisions made. We just were

exchanging ideas. Actually, among other things, we talked about

the question which you brought up a minute ago, which was the

congressional elections of 1954. As you know, Mr. Reed is the

chairman of the congressional committee, and he wanted to

know

Q. Mr. Morris [interjecting] : Mr. Simpson.

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Simpsou, I mean, is chairman of the con-

gressional committee. He wanted to know whether I would be

cheering for him; and I certainly had no difficulty in assuring him

that I would.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,
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did I understand you to say that you favor extension of reciprocal

trade as is, without any changes, for i year?

THE PREsroENT. I Can't say that there shouldn't be any change.

The way I feel is, it should be extended for i year; because when
you start changing—and I want that to be done on the basis of

study—such changes necessary should be the product of mature

deliberation and representation of all viewpoints, and not giving

way to any one special interest.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times : Mr. President, is

there any light you can throw on the statement by General Van
Fleet that he was prohibited from carrying out an amphibious

landing by General Ridgway behind the enemy lines?

THE PRESIDENT. That I havcn't heard. I haven't heard a word
about it.

Q. Mr. Leviero: He made that statement before a sub-

committee.

THE PRESIDENT. Just recently?

Q. Mr. Leviero: Yesterday.

THE PRESIDENT. Oh. I dou't kuow. It could have been there

wasn't amphibious equipment there; I don't know. I couldn't

comment. I have talked to General Van Fleet several times, and
we have gone over past events, but that easily could have been

omitted just inadvertently. He never mentioned such an occur-

rence to me.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's sixth Executive Office Building at 3:30
news conference was held in the p.m. on April 2, 1953.

42 ^ Statementby the Presidenton the Fourth

Anniversary of the Signing of the North Atlantic

Treaty. April ^, 1953

JUST FOUR YEARS ago today the representatives of twelve

free nations met in Washington to sign their names to a document
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which free men will long remember. That document was the

North Atlantic Treaty.

In the years since that date other nations have signed their

names and pledged their strength—to make NATO the central

source of strength for defense of the western world.

This year it happens that we commemorate the anniversary of

NATO at Easter time. To peoples of all faiths the spiritual idea

of the Prince of Peace carries meaning. And NATO is an in-

strument of peace. It endangers none who will respect freedom.

It serves all who love freedom—and wish to enjoy it in peace.

We have learned from bitter and conclusive experience that

peace cannot be defended by the weak. It demands strength

—

strength of our armies, strength of our economies and, above

all, strength of our spirit.

This strength can be bom only of unity. NATO signifies the

resolve of the free nations of the North Atlantic community to be

united against any aggression. The North Atlantic Treaty served

notice that an attack upon any of the NATO countries would be

resisted by all. It did yet more: It called upon all participating

nations to develop that strength which could not only win war but

more importantly could prevent war.

The two hundred million people of the NATO nations of

Europe are in the deepest sense bound together by a imity more

profound than any pact. They are skilled in work, courageous

in spirit, and tenacious in their love of freedom. They—their

spirit and strength and resources—are indispensable to the defense

of freedom everywhere. If they and their resources ever were

captured and exploited by an aggressor, there would be no corner

of safety anywhere in the world. But so long as these people and

these resources are joined with those of the United States in our

common cause, no aggressor can be blind to the folly of attack.

The work of NATO is far from complete. This anniversary,

then, should be the signal for all NATO nations to dedicate them-

selves with renewed vigor to the work that remains to be done.

So doing, each and all must know that they are serving—^not the
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wishes or needs of some big alien power, nor even a lofty abstract

ideal—^but simply their own salvation and survival in freedom.

Each and all must remind themselves that the faint of heart

and the slow of deed are the first and the surest to invite the

torment of aggression.

Each and all of us must summon to mind the words of Him
whom we honor this Easter time : "When a strong man, armed,

keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace."

43 ^ Message to the Members of the United

Nations Commission onHuman Rights.

April y, 1953

I AM ASKING Mrs. Oswald B. Lord, the new Representative of

the United States on the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights, to express to the Commission my deep personal interest in

its work. In these days of international tension and strain, it is

encouraging to know that the members of the Commission on

Human Rights are working to develop effective programs to pro-

mote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all people and

all nations throughout the world.

The United Nations Charter states the human rights goals

which the United States and the other Members of the United

Nations have pledged themselves to achieve in cooperation with

the United Nations—the promotion of universal respect for

human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinc-

tion as to race, sex, language, or religion.

For the people of the United States as well as for people every-

where, the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is a significant beacon in the steady march toward achiev-

ing human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.

People everywhere are seeking freedom—freedom to live, free-

dom from arbitrary restraint, freedom to think and speak as they
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wish, freedom to seek and find the truth. We must press ahead

to broaden the areas of freedom. The United States is convinced

that freedom is an indispensable condition to the achievement of

a stable peace.

Unfortunately, in too many areas of the world today there is

subjugation of peoples by totaUtarian governments which have

no respect for the dignity of the human person. This denial of

the freedom of peoples, the continued disregard of human rights,

is a basic cause of instability and discontent in the world today.

For these reasons, the work of the Commission on Human
Rights assumes greater importance and meaning. For these

reasons also, there is need for a new approach to the development

of a human rights conscience in all areas of the world. I have

accordingly asked Mrs. Lord to present positive UN action pro-

grams to the Commission which we feel will contribute to that

recognition of human rights and fundamental freedoms which

people are seeking throughout the world.

note: The United Nations Commis- April 8, outlining the new approach

sion on Human Rights convened in mentioned in the President's message,

Geneva on April 7. A statement by is published in the Department of

Mrs. Lord before the Commission on State Bulletin (vol. 28, p. 581).

44 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Recommending the Renewal of the Reciprocal

Trade Agreements Act. April 7^ 1 953

To the Congress of the United States:

In my State of the Union Message I recommended that "the

Congress take the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act under im-

mediate study and extend it by appropriate legislation."

I now recommend that the present Act be renewed for the

period of one year.

I propose this action as an interim measure. As such, it will

allow for the temporary continuation of our present trade pro-
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gram pending completion of a thorough and comprehensive re-

examination of the economic foreign policy of the United States.

I believe that such a reexamination is imperative in order to

develop more effective solutions to the international economic

problems today confronting the United States and its partners in

the community of free nations. It is my intention that the Execu-

tive Branch shall consult with the Congress in developing recom-

mendations based upon the studies that will be made.

Our trade policy is only one part, although a vital part, of a

larger problem. This problem embraces the need to develop,

through cooperative action among the free nations, a strong and

self-supporting economic system capable of providing both the

military strength to deter aggression and the rising productivity

that can improve living standards.

No feature of American policy is more important in this respect

than the course which we set in our economic relations with other

nations. The long term economic stability of the whole free

world and the overriding question of world peace will be heavily

influenced by the wisdom of our decisions. As for the United

States itself, its security is fully as dependent upon the economic

health and stability of the other free nations as upon their ade-

quate military strength.

The problem is far from simple. It is a complex of many fea-

tures of our foreign and domestic programs. Our domestic eco-

nomic policies cast their shadows upon nations far beyond our

borders. Conversely, our foreign economic policy has a direct

impact upon our domestic economy. We must make a careful

study of these intricate relationships in order that we may chart

a sound course for the nation.

The building of a productive and strong economic system

within the free world—one in which each country may better sus-

tain itself through its own efforts—^will require action by other

governments, as well as by the United States, over a wide range

of economic activities. These must include : adoption of sound

internal policies, creation of conditions fostering international
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investment, assistance to underdeveloped areas, progress towards

freedom of international payments and convertibility of cur-

rencies, and trade arrangements aimed at the widest possible

multilateral trade.

In working toward these goals, our own trade poUcy as well as

that of other countries should contribute to the highest possible

level of trade on a basis that is profitable and equitable for all.

The world must achieve an expanding trade, balanced at high

levels, which will permit each nation to make its full contribution

to the progress of the free world's economy and to share fully the

benefits of this progress.

The solution of the free world's economic problems is a coop-

erative task. It is not one which the United States, however

strong its leadership and however firm its dedication to these ob-

jectives, can effectively attack alone. But two truths are clear:

the United States' share in this undertaking is so large as to be

crucially important to its success—and its success is crucially im-

portant to the United States. This last truth applies with par-

ticular force to many of our domestic industries and especially to

agriculture with its great and expanding output.

I am confident that the governments of other coimtries are pre-

pared to do their part in working with us toward these common
goals, and we shall from time to time be consulting with them.

The extension for one year of the present Reciprocal Trade

Agreements Act will provide us the time necessary to study and

define a foreign economic policy which will be comprehensive,

constructive and consistent with the needs both of the American

economy and of American foreign policy.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
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45 ^ Remarks at a Meeting of the United Defense

Fund Organization. April 7, 1953

Mr. Ryerson and ladies and gentlemen:

I consider it indeed an honor to be here with you this morning.

I consider it a greater honor that you have selected me as your

Honorary Chairman and so designated.

I did not come over this moming in the role of a professor to

give you a lecture. I did not come to tell you things that you

know as well as I. Certainly I did not come in any effort to

inspire. Your presence here, and the work that you are now
doing as a service to your country, is evidence enough of the

inspiration that you carry, each of you, within your own heart.

I did come, though, to try to express with all my past and

present experience, something of the appreciation I feel for what

you are doing. I know of what it means to a soldier in a lonely

land—in a strange land—to have around him something that

means home, something in the way of entertainment, something

in the way of a hot dog or a Coca Cola, or whatever, that brings

him back closer to those surroundings and those people with whom
he has lived—^where his heart is.

The U.S.O. in war was one of the great agencies for sustaining

morale. Time and again I had occasion officially to express to

the U.S.O.—and of course now, to the United Defense Fund—^my

thanks for the work it had been doing.

We still have war going on, and a war that is conducted under

bleak surroundings. There is little in Korea that is entertaining

for a soldier, except for those few who have the privilege, maybe,

to go off on half a day's duck shooting when they get to the rear

—

something of that kind. There is just nothing to do. Conse-

quently, your services are more important than ever.

Now, every person—every right-thinking individual, I think,

in the world, utters a prayer to his God each night that there may
come peace, and particularly peace in Korea.
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If that peace does come—for which we so devoutly hope

—

there is still equal need for the services you people are now

providing; possibly in a way, greater. Because, as you well

know, in such a complicated procedure as developing armistices

and peace, there must be developed also a confidence that it is

permanent; our men and those of our Allies will have to stay in

that region for quite a while. It will be a trying period, as those

of you who went through World War I and World War II

well know.

Once inaction sets in, and the impatience of the American can

begin to manifest itself, it is really tough to keep before him just

the conception of stem duties, and expect him to forget his

grouses and his gripes and his disappointment in being so far

from home.

Then is when the U.S.O. can be of even added value. So,

much as you know of what it is doing now and your own sense

of the worth of your work, I assure you that if this armistice can

come, don't let anyone tell you that the need for your services

will be lessened.

And I feel, in addition, to give you this one conclusion about

that contingency, that I have rather a special right to thank you

for your work. I had the very great honor, in my time, of com-

manding the greatest number of Americans who were ever given

to any one man. I feel that I should attempt to be their spokes-

man in return for what they did, when it comes to talking about

their needs and their expectations, for them and for their

successors.

I do not come here to plead with you for them, because I know
that you already understand that. But if my words or my con-

clusions on this can be of any help to you in presenting this picture

to the world, then you are certainly at liberty to quote me freely.

For the soldier of America doing his duty on the battleground, or

in any far and foreign fields, I feel he never demands more than

is reasonable. We should always be ready to give—to promise

and to give that much.
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That is what I think the American soldier deserves, and what

you are trying to give him.

I repeat—if my ideas on this subject will help you as you go

about the business of raising the funds and getting the support for

your work, then for once you may quote me, as widely and as

freely as you please.

Again, let me thank Mr. Ryerson and your Executive Commit-

tee, and indeed each of you, for doing me the honor of asking me
to come in front of you. It is a cause in which I am proud to

serve, even in only the rather vicarious way that I can give of my
support.

To each of you my thanks, and my thanks also to everybody

that helps you in this great task.

Thank you again.

note: The President spoke at the Edward L. Ryerson, Chairman of the

Statler Hotel in Washington at lo: 53 United Defense Fund.

a.m. In his remarks he referred to

46 ^ special Message to the Senate Transmitting

Agreements With Germany Relating to the

Settlement of Certain Debts and Claims.

April 10, 1953

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for the consideration of the Senate a copy

of each of the following Agreements

:

1. Agreement on German External Debts, signed at London

on February 27, 1953 by the Federal Republic of Germany, and

by the United States and seventeen other creditor countries.

2. Agreement between the United States and the Federal Re-

public of Germany regarding the Settlement of the Claims of the

United States for Postwar Economic Assistance (other than Sur-
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plus Property) to Germany, signed at London on February 27,

1953-

3. Agreement between the United States and the Federal Re-

public of Germany relating to the Indebtedness of Germany for

Awards made by the Mixed Claims Commission, United States

and Germany, signed at London on February 27, 1953.

4. Agreement between the United States and the Federal Re-

public of Germany concerning the Validation of German Dollar

Bonds, signed at Bonn on April i, 1953.

I request the advice and consent of the Senate to the ratification

of these four Agreements.

In addition, I transmit for the information of the Senate two

related Agreements between the Federal RepubUc of Germany
and the United States and a report made to me by the Secretary

of State covering all six of these Agreements. One of the Agree-

ments is concerned with the settlement of the obligation of the

Federal Republic of Germany to the United States for surplus

property furnished to Germany. This Agreement was signed at

London on February 27, 1953, and was concluded under the au-

thority of the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act

of 1949 (P.L. i52--8ist Congress). The other Agreement,

signed at Bonn on February 27, 1953, is an executive agreement

relating to the establishment of procedures for the validation of

dollar bonds of German issue.

The arrangements set forth in these several Agreements provide

for the orderly settlement of German extemal debts, including

the pre-war debts due mainly to private persons and the claims of

the United States Government arising from post-war economic

assistance to Germany. On the former of these categories, the

effect will be to end the state of default which has existed for

about twenty years. The consideration of reparation and other

governmental claims arising from World Wars I and II is deferred

under the terms of the agreement.

The complex documents transmitted herewith are the result of
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negotiations, extending over more than two years, in which all of

the interests concerned have been represented. In particular, it

is to be noted that the settlement terms and procedures for debts

due to private creditors were worked out by negotiations between

representatives of private creditor interests and of the debtors.

In the light of all of the circumstances, it is the view of the

Executive Branch of the United States Government that the

settlement arrangements, embodied in the Agreement on German

External Debts and in the various bilateral agreements, are

reasonable, satisfactory and equitable to the interests concerned.

With regard to debts due to private creditors, maturity dates

have been extended and the creditors are called upon to accept a

reduction in interest arrears and interest rates, but the principal

of the debts is unchanged. With regard to the claims for economic

assistance given to Germany in the post-war period, for which

the United States Government is by far the largest claimant,

t|ie settlement is comparable to the terms which other countries

have received for similar assistance. On both categories of debt,

the German Federal Republic has undertaken to make very

considerable payments, but these payments may reasonably be

considered within the Federal Republic's capacity to pay. Should

the German Federal Republic, however, get into payment diffi-

culties, consultative machinery to deal with the situation is pro-

vided for.

The elimination of the German state of default will contribute

substantially and directly to the development of normal com-

mercial relationships between the German Federal Republic and

the rest of the free world. It will open up the possibilities of

new credit, for both short-term trade financing and long-term

investment.

These Agreements should be considered by the Senate not only

in the light of the direct financial benefits to the United States,

but also in relation to the contribution they will make to the

achievement of the principal objective of United States policy

toward Germany, that of restoring Germany to the position of
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a responsible nation in the community of free nations.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate give early and favor-

able consideration to the Agreement on German External Debts

and to the three bilateral agreements between the United States

and the Federal Republic of Germany relating, respectively, to

the settlement of claims for postwar economic assistance to

Germany, to the indebtedness of Germany for the Mixed Claims

Commission awards, and to the validation of German dollar

bonds, and give its advice and consent to their ratification, in

order that the debt settlement arrangements may be made
effective as promptly as possible.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The agreements and related favorably considered by the Senate on

papers are printed in Senate Execu- July 13, 1953, and after ratification

tive D, E, F, and G (83d Cong., ist entered into force September 16,

sess.). The four agreements were 1953 (4 UST 443 et seq.).

47 ^ Letter to the Governors of the States

InvitingThem to a Conference at the White House.

April 1^1953

[ Released April 1 1, 1953. Dated April 9, 1953 ]

Dear :

It is with great pleasure that I extend to you and the Governors

of the other States of the nation a most cordial invitation to attend

a conference here in the White House on May fourth and fifth,

for the purpose of participating in confidential discussions relat-

ing to problems facing America and the free world in these most

difficult times.

It is my earnest conviction that you will find this conference a

worthwhile occasion. The program will give consideration,

among other matters of national concern, to current develop-

171



^ 47 Public Papers of the Presidents

merits in the field of international relations, the American defense

effort, the problems of national security, and an analysis of our

fiscal policies as related thereto. The presentation by Cabinet

members and ofiicials charged with the responsibility of admin-

istering these affairs will be designed to give you a first-hand pic-

ture of the present state of the world and the role of the United

States in it.

In these critical times an occasion which offers the prospect of

America's leaders. State and national, working side by side to

give the United States enlightened leadership warrants vigorous

support. I am firmly convinced that this conference will produce

a better understanding of the need which I feel for the full co-

operation of each of you in dealing with the variety of problems

which confront the nation.

I hope very much you will be able to join with me at ten o'clock

on May fourth in Room 474 of the Executive Office Building,

Pennsylvania and West Executive Avenues. I shall call upon my
associates in the Executive Branch to lead subsequent discussions,

but I do look forward to greeting you at the opening session, and

I would very much like you to have luncheon with me at the

White House at one o'clock on that day. After luncheon the dis-

cussions will resume that afternoon and the following morning

until noon.

I trust you can be with us on these days.

Sincerely,

DWIGHT D. EloENHOWER

48 ^ Address Before the Council of the

Organization of American States. April 12,1 953

Mr. Chairman^ members of the Council, ladies and gentlemen:

My pride and pleasure in participating in the ceremonies today

have a simple source. They spring from the pride which the

172



Dwight D. Eisenhower, igss ^ 48

whole citizenry of the United States feels in the Pan American

Union and the ideals for which it stands.

The code that governs our union is founded upon the most

deeply held moral convictions. And this fact makes especially

appropriate our meeting on this, our Sabbath Day.

Ours is an historic and meaningful unity. It has been—for

our whole continent—an honest and productive unity. It can

be—for other areas of the world—a prophetic and inspiring unity.

For it is triumphant testimony, before all the world, that peace

and trust and fellowship can rule the conduct of all nations, large

and small, who will respect the life and dignity of each other.

In this deepest sense, then, we nations of America do more than

enjoy a political system constructed for ourselves. We are cus-

todians of a way of life that can be instructive for all mankind.

The history of the Americas over the span of the 63 years since

the founding of our regional organization has not been spotlessly

perfect. Like all peoples, our nations—every one of them, the

United States included—have at times been guilty of selfish and

thoughtless actions. In all dealings with our neighbors we have

not always bravely resisted the temptations of expediency.

But the special merit of the Pan American achievement is to

have triumphed as well as we have over the temptations of heed-

less nationalism. We have seen and we have acted on the need

to work cooperatively together to-achieve common purposes. So

doing, we have forged a true community of equal nations.

I am profoundly dedicated personally to doing all that I can to

perfect the understanding and trust upon which this community

must rest.

The vitality of this unity springs, first of all, from our common
acceptance of basic moral and juridical principles. But it is in-

spired no less by our recognition of the rights of each of our na-

tions, under these principles, to perfect its own individual life

and culture. Ours is no compulsory unity of institutions. Ours

is a unity that welcomes the diversity, the initiative and the

imagination that make our common association progressive and
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alive. This is the true way of the Americas—^the free way—^by

which people are bound together for the common good.

I know that these facts, these simple ideals, are not new. But

they are given a new, a sharp meaning, by the nature of the

tension tormenting our whole world. For it is not possible for

this hemisphere to seek security or salvation in any kind of splendid

isolation.

The forces threatening this continent strike at the very ideals

by which our peoples live. These forces seek to bind nations not

by trust but by fear. They seek to promote, among those of us

who remain free and unafraid, the deadliest divisions—class

against class, people against people, nation against nation. They

seek not to eradicate poverty and its causes—^but to exploit it and

those who suffer it.

Against these forces the widest oceans offer no sure defense.

The seeds of hate and of distrust can be bom on winds that heed

no frontier or shore.

Our defense, our only defense, is in our own spirit and our own
will. We who are all young nations, in whom the pioneering

spirit is still vitally alive, need neither to fear the future nor be

satisfied with the present. In our spiritual, cultural and material

life, in all that concerns our daily bread and our daily learning,

we do and should seek an ever better world.

We know that this economic and social betterment will not be

achieved by engaging in experiments alien to our very souls, or

listening to prophets seeking to destroy our very lives.

We know that it can come to pass only by faithfully applying

the rules of national conduct we know to have been tested and

proven wise : a mutual trust that makes us honorable and under-

standing neighbors, and a self-reliance that summons each nation

to work to the full for its own welfare.

I do not think it unjust to claim for the government and the

people of the United States a readiness, rarely matched in history,

to help other nations improve their living standards and guard

their security. Despite unprecedented burdens of national debt
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and world wide responsibility, our people have continued to dem-

onstrate this readiness.

Private investment has been the major stimulus for economic

development throughout this hemisphere. Beyond this, the United

States government is today engaged with our sister republics in

important efforts to increase agricultural productivity, improve

health conditions, encourage new industries, extend transportation

facilities, and develop new sources of power.

The pursuit of each of these goals in any one nation of the

Americas serves the good of all the Americas. Knowing this, I

am anxious that the government of the United States be fully

informed of the economic and social conditions now prevailing

throughout our continent and of all the efforts being pressed to

bring a better life to all our peoples. Such an assessment can

properly be made only through direct personal understanding

of the facts. Because my current duties make impossible my
making personal visits of courtesy to the countries of Latin Amer-

ica, as I wish I could do, I have asked my brother. Dr. Milton

Eisenhower, President of Pennsylvania State College, to visit

shortly a number of these great republics. He will carry to each

of the governments he visits the most sincere and warm greetings

of this Administration. He will report to me, to Secretary of

State Dulles and to Assistant Secretary Cabot, on ways to be

recommended for strengthening the bonds of friendship between

us and all our neighbors in this Pan American Union.

Today, Mr. Chairman, I think it appropriate to conclude with

this one thought: However real and just be our concern with

constructive material development, we must never forget that the

strength of America continues ever to be the spirit of America.

We are Christian nations, deeply conscious that the founda-

tion of all liberty is religious faith.

Upon all our peoples and nations there rests, with equal weight,

a responsibility to serve worthily the faith we hold and the free-

dom we cherish—to combat demagoguery with truth, to destroy

prejudice with understanding and, above all, to thwart our com-
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mon enemies by our fervent dedication to our common cause.

So dedicated, our republics, united in spirit, can look forward

to a future of happy and productive peace.

Mr. Chairman, for the great honor you have done me in invit-

ing me to this platform, I am grateful. To you, to the other

members of the Council, and to each member of this audience,

thank you very much.

NOTE : The President spoke at 12:30

p.m. at the Pan American Union.

His opening words "Mr. Chairman"

referred to Ambassador Rene Leper-

vanche Parparcen, Representative of

Venezuela.

On June 22 the White House re-

leased a statement by Dr. Milton S.

Eisenhower on the eve of his de-

parture to visit the 10 Republics of

South America. In a later state-

ment, released July 29, Dr. Eisen-

hower reported briefly on his 36-day

tour, during which he and his associ-

ates held extended discussions with

Presidents, Cabinet ministers, and

leaders in the fields of labor, educa-

tion, agriculture, and finance. He
stated that he returned with a deep

conviction that sound, friendly rela-

tions with the Republics of South

America are tremendously important

to the United States—economically,

militarily, and culturally—and critic-

ally important in the worldwide

struggle for the winning of men's

minds and allegiances.

On November 19 the President

made public a summary of Dr. Eisen-

hower's final report, based on the

good-will tour and on several months

of further study and consultation.

The report, dated November 18,

1953, was made available by the

State Department.

49 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Recommending Legislation for the Disposal of

Government-Owned Synthetic Rubber Facilities.

^/?n7i4, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

The Rubber Act of 1948, as amended, requires my legislative

recommendations with respect to the disposal to private industry
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of the government-owned synthetic rubber faciUties. When at

the onset of World War II the United States was denied access to

its normal supplies of natural rubber, a huge government-owned

synthetic rubber industry was created at a cost of some $700
million. There remain in government ownership facilities which

cost approximately $550 million and which now supply nearly all

of the nation's requirements of synthetic rubber, which, in 1952,

amounted to 806,500 long tons out of a total consumption of

1,260,000 long tons of new rubber. Pursuant to the Rubber Act,

these facilities are operated for the government's account by a

number of rubber, petroleum and chemical companies.

The policy of the United States with respect to rubber is stated

in Section 2 of the Rubber Act, which provides as follows

:

"It is the policy of the United States that there shall be main-

tained at all times in the interest of the national security and com-

mon defense, in addition to stock piles of natural rubber which

are to be acquired, rotated, and retained pursuant to the Strategic

and Critical Materials Stockpiling Act, a technologically ad-

vanced and rapidly expandible rubber-producing industry in the

United States of sufficient productive capacity to assure the avail-

ability in times of national emergency of adequate supplies of

synthetic rubber to meet the essential civilian, military, and naval

needs of the country. It is further declared to be the policy of

the Congress that the security interests of the United States can

and will best be served by the development within the United

States of a free, competitive synthetic-rubber industry. In order

to strengthen national security through a sound industry, it is

essential that Government ownership of production facilities.

Government production of synthetic rubber, regulations requiring

mandatory use of synthetic rubber, and patent pooling be ended

and terminated whenever consistent with national security, as

provided in this Act."

In accordance with Section 9(a) of the Rubber Act, the Re-

construction Finance Corporation on March i, 1953 rendered a

report to me and to the Congress concerning plant disposal.
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Having considered that report, and after consultation with the

National Security Resources Board, I recommend the prompt

enactment of disposal legislation.

I am in hearty accord with the policy determination of the

Congress that the security interests of the nation will best be

served by the development within the United States of a free com-

petitive synthetic rubber industry, and I believe that now is the

time to imdertake plant disposal. The program recommended

in the report of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation appears

to provide the basic outline of a satisfactory method to achieve

this result.

The nation's security in its rubber supply is, of course, of para-

mount importance in any consideration of the disposal of these

facilities. For such security, two things are essential, namely, an

adequate stock pile of natural rubber and a healthy, progressive

synthetic rubber industry. Our stockpiling objectives are ade-

quate and have been virtually achieved and, from the economic

and technological data available to me, I am confident that if the

government-owned synthetic rubber facilities are sold as recom-

mended, competitive private industry will amply, efficiently and

economically supply our synthetic rubber requirements.

Disposal of the government-owned facilities must be consistent

with three objectives. In the first place the government should

realize their full fair value; secondly, disposal should be effected

in such a way as to ensure to the consuming public, and to large

and small rubber fabricators the benefits of fair competition; and
finally, to ensure against the hazards of unforeseeable contin-

gencies the facilities must be sold on such terms as will guarantee

their ready availability for the production of synthetic rubber

in time of emergency. Disposal pursuant to these criteria will best

serve the public interest.

The program proposed by the Reconstruction Finance Corpora-

tion is designed to achieve these objectives. Accordingly, I

recommend the enactment of legislation which would permit the

prompt implementation of such a program, recognizing at the
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same time that upon examination in detail, modifications of that

program may appear necessary or desirable.

I have not prepared the text of legislative proposals to imple-

ment the recommendations of the Reconstruction Finance

Corporation. It is my belief that such legislation would most

appropriately result from the joint efforts of representatives of

the interested executive agencies and those committees of the

Congress having this matter under consideration.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The report of the Reconstruc- Government Printing Office (61 pp.,

tion Finance Corporation entitled 1953).

"Program for Disposal to Private In- On August 7, 1953, the President

dustry of Government-Owned Rub- approved an act authorizing the dis-

ber-Producing Facilities" and dated posal of Government-owned rubber-

March 1 5 1953, was published by the producing facilities (67 Stat. 408)

.

50 ^ Address "The Chance for Peace" Delivered

Before theAmerican Society ofNewspaper Editors.

April 16, ig^^

IN THIS SPRING of 1953 the free world weighs one question

above all others: the chance for a just peace for all peoples.

To weigh this chance is to summon instantly to mind another

recent moment of great decision. It came with that yet more

hopeful spring of 1945, bright with the promise of victory and of

freedom. The hope of all just men in that moment too was a

just and lasting peace.

The 8 years that have passed have seen that hope waver, grow

dim, and almost die. And the shadow of fear again has darkly

lengthened across the world.

Today the hope of free men remains stubborn and brave, but

it is sternly disciplined by experience. It shuns not only all crude

counsel of despair but also the self-deceit of easy illusion. It
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weighs the chance for peace with sure, clear knowledge of what

happened to the vain hope of 1945.

In that spring of victory the soldiers of the Western Allies met

the soldiers of Russia in the center of Europe. They were trium-

phant comrades in arms. Their peoples shared the joyous

prospect of building, in honor of their dead, the only fitting monu-

ment—an age of just peace. All these war-weary peoples shared

too this concrete, decent purpose : to guard vigilantly against the

domination ever again of any part of the world by a single,

unbridled aggressive power.

This common purpose lasted an instant and perished. The

nations of the world divided to follow two distinct roads.

The United States and our valued friends, the other free na-

tions, chose one road.

The leaders of the Soviet Union chose another.

The way chosen by the United States was plainly marked by a

few clear precepts, which govern its conduct in world affairs.

First: No people on earth can be held, as a people, to be an

enemy, for all humanity shares the common hunger for peace and

fellowship and justice.

Second: No nation's security and well-being can be lastingly

achieved in isolation but only in effective cooperation with fellow-

nations.

Third : Any nation's right to a form of government and an eco-

nomic system of its own choosing is inalienable.

Fourth : Any nation's attempt to dictate to other nations their

form of government is indefensible.

And fifth: A nation's hope of lasting peace cannot be firmly

based upon any race in armaments but rather upon just relations

and honest understanding with all other nations.

In the light of these principles the citizens of the United States

defined the way they proposed to follow, through the aftermath

of war, toward true peace.

This way was faithful to the spirit that inspired the United Na-

tions : to prohibit strife, to relieve tensions, to banish fears. This
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way was to control and to reduce armaments. This way was to

allow all nations to devote their energies and resources to the great

and good tasks of healing the war's wounds, of clothing and feed-

ing and housing the needy, of perfecting a just political life, of

enjoying the fruits of their own free toil.

The Soviet government held a vastly different vision of the

future.

In the world of its design, security was to be found, not in

mutual trust and mutual aid but in force: huge armies, subversion,

rule of neighbor nations. The goal was power superiority at all

cost. Security was to be sought by denying it to all others.

The result has been tragic for the world and, for the Soviet

Union, it has also been ironic.

The amassing of Soviet power alerted free nations to a new
danger of aggression. It compelled them in self-defense to spend

unprecedented money and energy for armaments. It forced them

to develop weapons of war now capable of inflicting instant and

terrible punishment upon any aggressor.

It instilled in the free nations—and let none doubt this—the

unshakable conviction that, as long as there persists a threat to

freedom, they must, at any cost, remain armed, strong, and ready

for the risk of war.

It inspired them—and let none doubt this—to attain a unity

of purpose and will beyond the power of propaganda or pressure

to break, now or ever.

There remained, however, one thing essentially unchanged and
unaffected by Soviet conduct: the readiness of the free nations to

welcome sincerely any genuine evidence of peaceful purpose en-

abling all peoples again to resume their common quest of just

peace.

The free nations, most solemnly and repeatedly, have assured

the Soviet Union that their firm association has never had any
aggressive purpose whatsoever. Soviet leaders, however, have
seemed to persuade themselves, or tried to persuade their people,

otherwise.
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And so it has come to pass that the Soviet Union itself has

shared and suffered the very fears it has fostered in the rest of

the world.

This has been the way of life forged by 8 years of fear and force.

What can the world, or any nation in it, hope for if no turning

is found on this dread road?

The worst to be feared and the best to be expected can be

simply stated.

The worst is atomic war.

The best would be this: a life of perpetual fear and tension; a

burden of arms draining the wealth and the labor of all peoples;

a wasting of strength that defies the American system or the Soviet

system or any system to achieve true abundance and happiness for

the peoples of this earth.

Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket

fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger

and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.

This world in arms is not spending money alone.

It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists,

the hopes of its children.

The cost of one modern heavy bomber is this : a modern brick

school in more than 30 cities.

It is two electric power plants, each serving a town of 60,000

population.

It is two fine, fully equipped hospitals.

It is some 50 miles of concrete highway.

We pay for a single fighter plane with a half million bushels of

wheat.

We pay for a single destroyer with new homes that could have

housed more than 8,000 people.

This, I repeat, is the best way of life to be found on the road

the world has been taking.

This is not a way of life at all, in any true sense. Under the

cloud of threatening war, it is humanity hanging from a cross of

iron.
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These plain and cruel truths define the peril and point the hope

that come with this spring of 1953.

This is one of those times in the affairs of nations when the

gravest choices must be made, if there is to be a turning toward

a just and lasting peace.

It is a moment that calls upon the governments of the world to

speak their intentions with simplicity and with honesty.

It calls upon them to answer the question that stirs the hearts

of all sane men: is there no other way the world may live?

The world knows that an era ended with the death of Joseph

Stalin. The extraordinary 30-year span of his rule saw the Soviet

Empire expand to reach from the Baltic Sea to the Sea of Japan,

finally to dominate 800 million souls.

The Soviet system shaped by Stalin and his predecessors was

bom of one World War. It survived with stubbom and often

amazing courage a second World War. It has lived to threaten

a third.

Now a new leadership has assumed power in the Soviet Union.

Its links to the past, however strong, cannot bind it completely.

Its future is, in great part, its own to make.

This new leadership confronts a free world aroused, as rarely

in its history, by the will to stay free.

This free world knows, out of the bitter wisdom of experience,

that vigilance and sacrifice are the price of liberty.

It knows that the defense of Western Europe imperatively de-

mands the unity of purpose and action made possible by the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, embracing a European Defense

Community.

It knows that Western Germany deserves to be a free and equal

partner in this community and that this, for Germany, is the

only safe way to full, final unity.

It knows that aggression in Korea and in southeast Asia are

threats to the whole free community to be met by united action.

This is the kind of free world which the new Soviet leadership

confronts. It is a world that demands and expects the fullest
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respect of its rights and interests. It is a world that will always

accord the same respect to all others.

So the new Soviet leadership now has a precious opportunity

to awaken, with the rest of the world, to the point of peril reached

and to help turn the tide of history.

Will it do this?

We do not yet know. Recent statements and gestures of Soviet

leaders give some evidence that they may recognize this critical

moment.

We welcome every honest act of peace.

We care nothing for mere rhetoric.

We are only for sincerity of peaceful purpose attested by deeds.

The opportunities for such deeds are many. The performance of

a great number of them waits upon no complex protocol but upon

the simple will to do them. Even a few such clear and specific

acts, such as the Soviet Union's signature upon an Austrian treaty

or its release of thousands of prisoners still held from World War
II, would be impressive signs of sincere intent. They would carry

a power of persuasion not to be matched by any amount of

oratory.

This we do know: a world that begins to witness the rebirth of

trust among nations can find its way to a peace that is neither

partial nor punitive.

With all who will work in good faith toward such a peace, we
are ready, with renewed resolve, to strive to redeem the near-lost

hopes of our day.

The first great step along this way must be the conclusion of

an honorable armistice in Korea.

This means the immediate cessation of hostilities and the

prompt initiation of political discussions leading to the holding

of free elections in a united Korea.

It should mean, no less importantly, an end to the direct and

indirect attacks upon the security of Indochina and Malaya. For

any armistice in Korea that merely released aggressive armies to

attack elsewhere would be a fraud.
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We seek, throughout Asia as throughout the world, a peace that

is true and total.

Out of this can grow a still wider task—the achieving of just

political settlements for the other serious and specific issues be-

tween the free world and the Soviet Union.

None of these issues, great or small, is insoluble—given only the

will to respect the rights of all nations.

Again we say: the United States is ready to assume its just part.

We have already done all within our power to speed conclusion

of a treaty with Austria, which will free that country from eco-

nomic exploitation and from occupation by foreign troops.

We are ready not only to press forward with the present plans

for closer unity of the nations of Western Europe but also, upon

that foundation, to strive to foster a broader European community,

conducive to the free movement of persons, of trade, and of ideas.

This community would include a free and united Germany, with

a government based upon free and secret elections.

This free community and the full independence of the East

European nations could mean the end of the present unnatural

division of Europe.

As progress in all these areas strengthens world trust, we could

proceed concurrently with the next great work—the reduction of

the burden of armaments now weighing upon the world. To
this end we would welcome and enter into the most solemn agree-

ments. These could properly include

:

1. The limitation, by absolute numbers or by an agreed inter-

national ratio, of the sizes of the military and security forces of all

nations.

2. A commitment by all nations to set an agreed limit upon that

proportion of total production of certain strategic materials to be

devoted to military purposes.

3. International control of atomic energy to promote its use

for peaceful purposes only and to insure the prohibition of atomic

weapons.
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4. A limitation or prohibition of other categories of weapons

of great destructiveness.

5. The enforcement of all these agreed limitations and prohibi-

tions by adequate safeguards, including a practical system of in-

spection under the United Nations.

The details of such disarmament programs are manifestly criti-

cal and complex. Neither the United States nor any other nation

can properly claim to possess a perfect, immutable formula. But

the formula matters less than the faith—the good faith without

which no formula can work justly and effectively.

The fruit of success in all these tasks would present the world

with the greatest task, and the greatest opportunity, of all. It is

this: the dedication of the energies, the resources, and the imagi-

nations of all peaceful nations to a new kind of war. This would
be a declared total war, not upon any human enemy but upon the

brute forces of poverty and need.

The peace we seek, founded upon decent trust and cooperative

effort among nations, can be fortified, not by weapons of war but

by wheat and by cotton, by milk and by wool, by meat and by

timber and by rice. These are words that translate into every

language on earth. These are needs that challenge this world in

arms.

This idea of a just and peaceful world is not new or strange to

us. It inspired the people of the United States to initiate the

European Recovery Program in 1947. That program was pre-

pared to treat, with like and equal concern, the needs of Eastern

and Western Europe.

We are prepared to reaffirm, with the most concrete evidence,

our readiness to help build a world in which all peoples can be

productive and prosperous.

This Government is ready to ask its people to join with all

nations in devoting a substantial percentage of the savings

achieved by disarmament to a fund for world aid and reconstruc-

tion. The purposes of this great work would be to help other

peoples to develop the undeveloped areas of the world, to stimulate
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profitable and fair world trade, to assist all peoples to know the

blessings of productive freedom.

The monuments to this new kind of war would be these: roads

and schools, hospitals and homes, food and health.

We are ready, in short, to dedicate our strength to serving the

needs, rather than the fears, of the world.

We are ready, by these and all such actions, to make of the

United Nations an institution that can effectively guard the peace

and security of all peoples.

I know of nothing I can add to make plainer the sincere purpose

of the United States.

I know of no course, other than that marked by these and similar

actions, that can be called the highway of peace.

I know of only one question upon which progress waits. It is

this:

What is the Soviet Union ready to do?

Whatever the answer be, let it be plainly spoken.

Again we say: the hunger for peace is too great, the hour in

history too late, for any government to mock men's hopes with

mere words and promises and gestures.

The test of truth is simple. There can be no persuasion but

by deeds.

Is the new leadership of the Soviet Union prepared to use its

decisive influence in the Communist world, including control of

the flow of arms, to bring not merely an expedient truce in Korea

but genuine peace in Asia?

Is it prepared to allow other nations, including those of Eastern

Europe, the free choice of their own forms of government?

Is it prepared to act in concert with others upon serious disarm-

ament proposals to be made firmly effective by stringent U.N.

control and inspection?

If not, where then is the concrete evidence of the Soviet Union's

concern for peace?

The test is clear.

There is, before all peoples, a precious chance to turn the black
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tide of events. If we failed to strive to seize this chance, the judg-

ment of future ages would be harsh and just.

If we strive but fail and the world remains armed against it-

self, it at least need be divided no longer in its clear knowledge

ofwho has condemned humankind to this fate.

The purpose of the United States, in stating these proposals, is

simple and clear.

These proposals spring, without ulterior purpose or political

passion, from our calm conviction that the hunger for peace is in

the hearts of all peoples—those of Russia and of China no less

than of our own country.

They conform to our firm faith that God created men to enjoy,

not destroy, the fruits of the earth and of their own toil.

They aspire to this: the lifting, from the backs and from the

hearts of men, of their burden of arms and of fears, so that they

may find before them a golden age of freedom and of peace.

note: The President's address was from the Statler Hotel in Washing-

broadcast over television and radio ton.

51 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 4 of 1 953
Concerning the Department of Justice.

April 20, ig^3

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1953 pre-

pared in accordance with the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended, and providing for reorganizations in the Department of

Justice.

Under present law, the Solicitor General is required to exercise

the duties of the Attorney General in case of the absence or disa-

bility of the latter, or in case of a vacancy in the office of Attorney
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General. This arrangement originated in 1870. The Solicitor

General is no longer the appropriate officer of the Department

of Justice to be first in the line of succession of officers to be Acting

Attorney General. His basic and primary function is to represent

the United States before the Supreme Court. He is not concerned

with the day-to-day administrative direction of the affairs of the

Department of Justice. Thus, he is not likely to be the officer

of the Department whose regular duties best prepare him to

assume the occasional responsibility of guiding the affairs of the

entire Department in the capacity of Acting Attorney General.

The Department of Justice now has a Deputy Attorney Gen-

eral, provision for that title having been made in Reorganization

Plan No. 2 of 1950. The duties of this officer include supervision

over all major units of the Department of Justice and over United

States Attorneys and Marshals. He is the chief liaison officer of

the Department of Justice with the Congress and with other de-

partments and agencies. He is, both by title and by the nature

of his functions, the officer best situated to act as the administra-

tive head of the Department of Justice when the Attomey Gen-

eral is absent or disabled or the office of Attorney General is

vacant.

Accordingly, the reorganization plan would transfer from the

Solicitor General to the Deputy Attorney General the functions

conferred by statute upon the former with respect to acting as

Attomey General. The reorganization plan makes further pro-

vision for Acting Attorney General in circumstances where both

the Attomey General and Deputy Attomey General are unavail-

able. The plan would authorize the Attorney General to pre-

scribe the order of succession in which the Assistant Attorneys

General and the Solicitor General shall, in such circumstances,

act as Attomey General.

There are in the Department of Justice eight offices of Assistant

Attorney General. Each incumbent of seven of these offices has

the sole statutory function of assisting the Attomey General in

the performance of his duties. However, the statute prescribes
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that the eighth Assistant Attorney General (along with certain

assistants) shall have charge of the interests of the Government

in all matters of reappraisement and classification of imported

goods. This officer is known as the Assistant Attorney General

in charge of customs matters.

By Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1950 all functions of all

subordinate officers, and of all agencies, of the Department of

Justice were transferred to the Attomey General. Accordingly,

the Assistant Attomey General in charge of customs matters

would now perform only such functions as may be delegated to

him by the Attomey General. However, the effect of the present

statute may well be to require the appointment of the Assistant

Attomey General in charge of customs matters, whereas this

official should be appointed simply as an Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral, as are other Assistant Attomeys General. All doubt in this

regard should be resolved.

To accomplish this end, the accompanying reorganization plan

would abolish the now-existing office of Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral in charge of customs matters and establish in lieu thereof a

new office of Assistant Attorney General. Appointment thereto

would be by the President, by and with the advice and consent of

the Senate.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1953 is

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended. I

have also found and hereby declare that it is necessary to include

in the accompanying reorganization plan, by reason of reorganiza-

tion made thereby, provisions for the appointment and com-

pensation of an Assistant Attomey General. The rate of

compensation fixed for this officer is that which I have found to

prevail in respect of comparable officers in the executive branch

of the Government.

Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1953 neither increases nor

decreases the number of officials or employees, or the functions,
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of the Department of Justice. Accordingly, it is not probable

that reductions in expenditures will be brought about by the

taking effect of the reorganizations included in the reorganization

plan. I am persuaded, however, that the reorganization plan

will promote the best utilization of the top officers of the Depart-

ment of Justice and the most effective conduct of the affairs of

the Department.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 4 of 1953 1 949-1 953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

Large (67 Stat. 636) and in the 1026). It became effective on June

20, 1953.

52 ^ Letter to the President of the Senate and to

the Speaker of the House of Representatives

Recommending Emergency Legislation forthe

Admission of Refugees. April 22,1 953

Dear Mr. ;

We are all aware of the tragic developments of the past several

years which have left countless thousands of individuals home-

less refugees in the heart of Europe. In recent months, the num-

ber of refugees has been increased by the steady flow of escapees

who have braved death to escape from behind the Iron Curtain.

These refugees and escapees searching desperately for freedom

look to the free world for haven.

In addition, the problem of population pressures continues to

be a source of urgent concern in several friendly countries in

Europe.

It is imperative that we join with the other nations in helping

to find a solution to these grave questions. These refugees,

escapees, and distressed peoples now constitute an economic and

political threat of constantly growing magnitude. They look to
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traditional American humanitarian concern for the oppressed.

Intemational political considerations are also factors which are

involved. We should take reasonable steps to help these people

to the extent that we share the obligation of the free world.

Therefore, after consideration of all the points of view which

have been presented, I recommend, within the framework of the

immigration laws, the enactment of emergency immigration legis-

lation for the special admission of 120,000 immigrants per year

for the next two years.

In order to help resolve this current immigration and refugee

problem in the tradition of our American policy, I urge that the

Congress give this recommendation its earliest consideration.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This is the text of identical Senate, and to the Honorable Joseph

letters addressed to the Honorable W. Martin, Jr., Speaker of the House

Richard M. Nixon, President of the of Representatives.

53 ^ Exchange of Letters Between the President

and Queen Juliana of the Netherlands Concerning

Refugees. April 2^, 1953

[ Released April 23, 1953. Dated April 4, 1953 ]

My dear Queen Juliana:

Prince Bernhard has given me your letter rf March 18, 1953

and an accompanying memorandum concerning the plight of

refugees throughout the world. Your preoccupation with the

challenge which refugees present to the free world at a time when

your own country and people are facing so nobly the burdens of

over-crowding and the disastrous effects of the recent floods,

demonstrates again the compassion which Your Majesty has

always shown for those in distress beyond her own borders. I

share this concern with you. The United States Govemment
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stands ready at any time to consider constructive international

measures to alleviate the problems presented so sympathetically

in your letter and memorandum.
The refugees in Germany constitute a substantial proportion of

the German population. The United States Government, in

planning economic measures of assistance with the authorities of

the German Federal Republic, has always taken the refugees into

account. Along with the indigenous population, they have in

large part contributed to and benefited from the rising level of

the German economy. The achievement of economic balance

and the expansion of employment opportunities in Germany have

been primary objectives of United States measures of assistance

to the German economy. The United States Government will

persist in these efforts in collaboration with the German Federal

authorities. This collaboration has been particularly close and

continuous in recent months since the flow of refugees into Berlin

has increased.

Your letter points out that emigration may also play a role in

relieving population pressures in Germany and other countries

whose governments also provide asylum for refugees. To provide

opportunities for decent livelihood in countries of immigration

for migrants and refugees, the United States Government has

given active support to the Intergovernmental Committee for

European Migration. At its forthcoming session in Geneva, the

Migration Committee will give further attention to ways and

means of expanding opportunities for emigration overseas.

The United States Government, under its Escapee Program, is

also providing assistance in assimilation and resettlement for those

who are currently fleeing from Eastern European countries into

Germany, Trieste, Austria, Turkey, Italy and Greece. This assist-

ance is supplementary to that provided by these countries of first

asylum and the voluntary agencies which provide the essential

human touch in their services to refugees.

Present efforts to re-establish refugees either through integra-

tion in their present countries of residence or emigration, should
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be intensified. I am confident that the free world will respond

to meet the challenge which the refugees present not only because

they are human beings whose dignity and self-respect are at stake,

but because they desire with us to play their part in achieving

peace and order in the world.

With expressions of great respect and warm personal esteem,

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Queen Juliana's letter of

March i8 follows:

My dear Mr, President

^

The people of the United States

have magnificently shown their

warmhearted sympathy for those in

our country who through the flood

lost their homes and are in great dis-

tress. American help came pouring

into our stricken land. Help came

indeed, from all over the world, to

relieve us in our dire need. With

profound gratitude in our hearts we
see the problem of our homeless

solved on a world basis by one spon-

taneous move of generosity from peo-

ples and governments alike. This

generous support has been of great

material, and also of immeasurable

moral help to us.

Sympathy for the victims of dis-

tress is well known to be a great

American tradition. I feel justified,

therefore, to ask for your warm atten-

tion to the problem of those who be-

came homeless by persecution: the

refugees of the entire world.

I appeal to you for personally tak-

ing the lead in solving this ever in-

creasing world problem on a world

basis. I strongly feel that this prob-

lem is one of the most dangerous and
tragic elements in an uncertain

future.

I am aware that in the past year,

through international effort gener-

ously supported by the United States

Government, a great many refugees

have found a new home, but the

problem is still far from solved.

Thousands of new refugees, mostly in

circumstances of great distress and
often in a state of mental despair are

in need of our help.

There are still over 400,000 refu-

gees living in camps in Europe. Tens

of thousands of refugees are fleeing

from the Eastern Zone of Germany
into West Berlin. There are still

many thousands of refugees else-

where in the world. A concerted in-

ternational action is therefore indi-

cated.

The problem of the refugees can

only be solved if they are given op-

portunities to resettle in new coun-

tries, or if they are assimilated in their

countries of present residence.

Mass resettlement schemes, how-
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ever, are seriously hampered at the

present time, because in various coun-

tries of immigration refugees are not

given enough economic opportuni-

ties. Moreover, in certain European

countries, like my own, the pressure

of surplus population leaves little

room for absorbing them.

Unless legislation in the countries

of immigration specifically permits

the entry of refugees and their fami-

lies, including those in destitute cir-

cumstances, it is to be feared only

very small numbers of refugees will

get a chance to emigrate.

A new approach is necessary, there-

fore, which opens large opportuni-

ties for immigration and also creates

the necessary economic conditions

permitting the assimilation of refu-

gees in the countries of their present

residence.

Efforts to stimulate this assimila-

tion are at the present time being

made in several countries, in particu-

lar through the operation of an im-

portant grant from an American

foundation, in close cooperation be-

tween the Governments concerned

and the Voluntary Agencies working

on behalf of the refugees. However,

private agencies do not dispose of the

necessary resources. Governmental

action will be necessary to open credit

facilities for all those refugees who
are only too willing to support and

house themselves if they are given the

initial opportunity to regain their

independence.

These aspects should receive due

attention whenever plans are made
to promote the economic develop-

ment and stability of the world. Neg-

lecting them means that tens of

thousands of refugees are condemned

to live in camps without any hope for

the future for many more years.

Such a tragedy, if it were to occur,

would destroy the faith in the privi-

leges of freedom not only of the

refugees themselves, but also of their

kinsmen whom they have left behind.

Discontentment, frustration and

even despair is felt by millions of up-

rooted people, dislocated all over the

world. The free world cannot toler-

ate so much suffering in its midst

without having to suffer itself.

To preserve their human dignity

and restore their self respect, the right

psychological and spiritual approach

is of overriding importance. How
could refugees ever trust free society

if it shows interest only for trained

muscles or brains, but lacks respect

for the higher values of life; if it looks

at refugees only as labor potential,

and refuses those who cannot work;

if it separates them from their

families?

It is my conviction that the refugee

problem should be tackled in the

shortest possible time in its entirety.

The Netherlands will be glad to

cooperate in any planning and,

within the practical limits of its ca-

pacities, in any constructive effort to

arrive at results.

Although I fully understand the

multitude and magnitude of the
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problems confronting you, I had to bor being observed in a world other-

lay this matter of ever-growing im- wise so deeply disturbed by intema-

portance before you, conscious of the tional strife.

responsibility of all for all, a respon- I am confident you will find the

sibility which in the plight of the right approach to this problem. May
Netherlands the entire world has ac- it be given you to solve it. Thus

cepted and lived up to in such an world peace will gain,

impressive way. In all humility we Yours sincerely,

saw the lesson of loving one's neigh- Juliana

54 ^ The President's News Conference of

April 23, 1953-

THE PRESIDENT. It has been a little time since we have met, and

a number of things have happened. One or two things that

occur to my mind involve, first, further plans for reorganization.

We have been going over very intensively, lately, plans for reor-

ganization in both State Department and in Defense. They are

not quite ready for publication, but are coming along, and will

be sent down to the Congress very soon.

Another question has been the St. Lawrence Seaway. I re-

member that several times there have been individual questions

asked in this meeting about it. Of course, there are no easy

answers, because it is very controversial.

But the National Security Council has advised me that in the

opinion of the members there is an advantage to the Nation's

security if the Seaway should be constructed. They believe it

would be desirable for the United States to participate in someway

in that construction, if it is to go ahead; although the extent and

the limitations upon such participation by the United States are

still undergoing study, and we are not prepared to express our

opinion on that in exact detail.

However, as I have, I think, said before in front of this body,

we are in favor of permitting the State of New York to partici-
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pate in the power development and have made no change in our

attitude toward that one.

I think those are two items that were fresh in my mind, and

I believe there is no use of using up the time speculating on my
own, so we will start the questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, now that

we are beginning to see some details from North Korea and how
our prisoners were treated over there, some of the stories of

brutality and atrocities, I wonder what your feeling is about the

prisoner exchange and how ourmen have been treated?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mr. Smith, I have as yet no complete

and full report on this matter so that I can separate actual fact

from, let us say, just isolated instances.

Everything that we have heard does make us, of course, happier

that we are getting even some of our prisoners back, because it

is quite obvious that there has been something wrong.

I am not prepared, at this moment, to express any sweeping

conclusions as to what has been going on. But we are studying

it, trying to examine—analyze—as rapidly as we can.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post : Would you care

to state, sir, about the reciprocal trade program, is it your desire

to have a i-year extension of the present law without any amend-
ments, or are you willing to accept some type of amendments?
THE PRESIDENT. I wouldu't say, by any manner of means, that

I am not ready to accept any amendment whatsoever. As I

recall, in my message, when I sent it down, I merely asked—as

the simplest thing that I thought could be done pending a com-
bined executive-legislative study of this thing—an extension for

I year of the existing reciprocal trade act.

Now, if there are some logical and necessary minor amend-
ments to it, I don't know; I haven't seen them, so I couldn't give

you an unequivocal answer to your question.

Q. Mr. Roberts: Might I ask further, sir, the Simpson bill,

which is the one on which the hearings actually will be heard

next week, would you reject that bill?
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THE PRESIDENT. Well, from what I have heard of it, there are

certain items in it that I couldn't possibly accept. But I am not

certain, because I have not studied it in detail myself, nor have

any detailed reports been made to me about it. As it stands now,

I stand merely on my recommendation for the extension by i year.

Q. Mr. Roberts: Could I ask a third related question, sir?

Very recently, the Secretary of Defense has rejected a British

bid on some machinery, which was more than a million dollars

lower than any American bid. I wonder if you are familiar with

that and would care to comment?
THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, that point was brought up in detail. The

decision was made, and I think very properly, by the Secretary of

Defense, that those bids would be rejected and reopened, because

there was nothing in the specifications to show that there was

equivalent quality in the two items upon which the bids were sub-

mitted. Now the specifications are being rewritten and put out,

and I assure you there is nothing in them that would tend to

exclude the British bids.

We do want to make certain, though, in the face of certain

technical advice that we were given, that we are getting items of

equal quality and equal suitability to the purpose, that's all.

Q. Joseph R. Slevin, New York Journal of Commerce: Mr.
President, all other things being equal, in a case such as this

English bid, if the British firm was low bidder, would it be ad-

ministration policy then to award the contract to the low bidder?

THE PRESIDENT. I think there probably would be some differ-

ential made. I have not tried to carry this decision forward into

any specific case and into complete detail. Generally speaking,

if that bid is a substantially favorable one for us, why that would
be the one accepted.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Mr. Presi-

dent, have you gotten any reaction from the Russians to your

peace program?

THE PRESIDENT. I havc had no direct reply of any kind.

Q. Martin S. Haydcn, Detroit News: Mr. President, in rela-
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tion to the St. Lawrence Seaway question, would you anticipate,

sir, that the studies that are being made would be finished in

time for you to make a recommendation to Congress for or against

the Wiley bill, which is now pending?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think, yes. As a matter of fact, we
will be in a position to make such a recommendation at a suitable

time.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Colorado papers: Mr. President, I

want to ask you, what have you done or what are you going to do

to develop atomic energy as the source of industrial power?

THE PREsroENT. Wasn't there a statement issued on that sub-

ject just a short time ago? [Confers with Mr. Hagerty]

I thought there was a statement issued by the Atomic Energy

Commission, but I assure you that it is a subject that is challeng-

ing the attention of the Atomic Energy Commission, and a good

many other people in the Government. While I think that cer-

tain modifications or revisions of law will be necessary, there is no

question whatsoever as to the hope of doing something in that

line, and the expectation to do something.

Q. Lucian C. Warren, Buffalo Courier-Express: Mr. Presi-

dent, Dr. Earl McGrath sent you his letter of resignation yester-

day from the United States Commissioner of Education office, in

which he complained that he was not getting a fair deal on budget

matters for the Office of Education. Have you any comment on

that?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, uot ou the specific case, because I have

not received his letter. I have appointed certain Cabinet people,

and people of equivalent rank. They are held responsible for the

operations of their organization, and they are expected to find

the right kind of people to do it.

Now, just exactly what is going on in this case, I don't know,

but if someone wants to resign because administration policy is

not acceptable to them, why that is of course, their privilege.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening News : Mr. President, have

you received, since you took office, the resignations of officials in
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the Government who customarily would offer their resignations at

the beginning of a new administration? I mean, by immemorial

political custom?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't Say that I have gotten them all ; I don't

believe there has been any report made to me. I have gotten a

very vast number, and some of them have asked merely to be

relieved upon qualification of their successor. Some have fixed

certain dates. Generally speaking, they have been accepted under

the terms specified by the individual submitting the resignation.

Q. Arthur T. Hadley, Newsweek: A rather serious situation

seems to be developing in Indochina, sir, and I wonder if you have

any comment on what this Government might do, either singly

or in concert with some of our United Nations allies, to deal with

that situation?

THE PRESIDENT. You mean with respect to Laos?

Q. Mr. Hadley: Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT. No, I wouldu't bc in a position to comment, at

this moment, on what would happen. I will say only this : it is

being carefully watched; it is something that is discussed every

day.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Portland (Maine) papers: Mr. President,

Price Daniel, Senator from Texas, who supported your nomina-

tion, has sent to you about a week ago a letter asking you to con-

sider revoking the Truman order for nonmilitary censorship in

some of the civil departments—executive departments. Have you

considered his letter yet, or replied?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I havcu't seen Senator Daniel's per-

sonal letter. It is apparently going through staff processes. What
I did tell this group, I believe, a few weeks ago, was that if any-

one knew of any obstruction to what they considered the proper

flow of news, due to that order, please to let me know. And as I

was walking over this morning, Mr. Hagerty told me there had

been, involving the Defense Department, one instance. That is

the only one reported, and that instance was straightened out.

But because of that question that came up several weeks ago,
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I did put this matter into the hands of the Justice Department,

telling them please to study it and let me know whether there were

any obstructions contemplated in this order. The Justice Depart-

ment has not yet reported to me.

Q. Mrs. Craig: Well, Mr. President, have you considered that

we do not know what news is hidden from us, and so we can't

complain to you about it?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I havc never seen you backward in re-

porting on your suspicions. [Laughter]

Q. Frederick Kuh, Chicago Sun-Times: Mr. President, I

would like to ask whether it is your intention and wish that at

the conference which would follow an armistice in Korea, broad

problems of a Far Eastern settlement should be discussed, and

that such a conference should not be confined exclusively to

Korean questions?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, just cxactly where these things will be

done, you are getting into questions of procedure and method,

which I purposely in my speech left very flexible. I am ready to

do anything and to confer anywhere, as I say, within the limita-

tions I have already expressed to you people, to bring about peace.

Now, whether the thing is done there or not, I don't know. But

I did in that speech, you will recall, flatly state that there can be

no real peace in Korea that ignores the other and broader prob-

lems in Asia.

Q. Louis R. Lautier, National Negro Press: Mr. President,

would you care to comment on the filibuster against the tidelands

oil bill now going on?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I scc by the papers that they claim it is

not a filibuster.

My position with respect to the tidelands has been stated time

and again in front of bodies similar to this, and other places.

I believe, simply, what I think is justice is a fact. So I have

nothing further to state about it except that I do think that after

4 weeks, they ought to be getting pretty well educated about the
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facts, even as they are seen by someone who opposes my viewpoint

very diametrically.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers : Mr. President, are

there any steps being taken for a four-power meeting, as reported

this week?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Couldn't say that anything definite is

being undertaken. There are no negotiations—I assume you

mean preliminary negotiations—going on to set up a meeting

place or an agenda.

Q. Mr. Sentner: Even diplomatic feelers, you might say?

THE PRESIDENT. NoUC that I kuOW of

.

Q. Mr. Sentner: You said before, sir, that there was no direct

response to your speech. Were there any indirect responses you

could discuss?

THE PRESIDENT. Only what I see by the papers. When I say

"direct," I was not trying to confuse anybody. I meant that no

diplomatic correspondence has come to my attention through

channels. I have seen in the papers this kind of thing, and that

kind of thing. No communication directed to me.

Q. Eleanor Hamilton, Winston-Salem Journal and Sentinel:

A great many cotton and tobacco organizations think that repeal

of the Buy-American Act would help our declining farm price

situation. A bill has been introduced to repeal that act. How do
you feel about this, the Buy-American Act?
THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't think I could give you a cate-

gorical answer at this moment. Every one of these questions

brings into the scope of the answer a number of others.

I personally have always felt that there should not be a rigid

Buy-American Act, or anything of that nature. I believe that in

every case the best interests of the United States should be deter-

mined, and they should be followed. If the best interests of the

United States require or seem to indicate a broader or better

trade with someone else, then we should do that. And when the

best interests of the United States demand some other action,

we should follow that.
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I doubt whether you can solve these problems ordinarily just

by fixed policies, prohibitions, or limitations of that kind.

Q. John Madigan, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, there

seems to be some question as to where you and the administration

stand on public housing, in view of the appropriations action in

the House in recent days—holding in suspension. Some Demo-
crats have charged that you, during the campaign, had pledged

public housing to continue. Would you care to comment on it?

THE PRESIDENT, I dou't loiow, and I do not recall—although I

sometimes don't like to be too positive when I depend completely

on memory—I do not recall that I ever said I was in favor of the

continuation of Federal public housing. But I did say this: that

I was quite concerned that the Federal Government perform the

functions that are proper for it, for the welfare of our people, as

well as for its position in the world, and all of the other functions

that naturally fall to the Federal Government.

Consequently, I think that at one of our earliest press confer-

ences, I pointed out to you people that I proposed, among other

things, to ask for the establishment of an official commission

which, made up of people representing the public, the executive

departments and the Legislature, and so on, would determine the

proper division of functions between the Federal Government and
the State governments. I am not certain in my own mind where
that dividing line always falls; but I have also said that pending
the meeting of such a commission, pending its finding of responsi-

bilities and establishment of division of function and authority,

that I thought we should go ahead with the programs now in ex-

istence—and in effect, marking time. My own idea of marking
time was to take the number of housing units that was in the

current bill and let them go ahead. But there has been no posi-

tive argument on the point, because the matter of principle was
not involved.

All of us have agreed, as I understand it, that we are going to

depend upon this commission to tell us how much the Federal
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Government belongs in this, and how much of this should be taken

up by the State governments themselves.

Q. Mr. Madigan: Would you say your position as stated there

is in variance in any way with the fact that no money has now
been appropriated for continuation at this time?

THE PRESIDENT. The bill is not out of Congress.

Q. Mr. Madigan: Do you think it may be changed?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't knOW.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: There is a point

of view, Mr. President, that the resignations of some of the heads

of established agencies of the Government, like the Bureau of

Standards and the Fish and Wildlife Service, is kicking out of

Government people who rightfully belong there, who have been

part of the career service, and it is a bad thing. Would you care

to discuss that development?

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU say this : the people that I have put in

charge of these great departments and responsibilities are the

finest people I thought I could find. I made it a matter of my
own responsibility to pick people that are Secretaries of these de-

partments, and they know that I have no desire of any kind to get

rid of a person merely for change's sake, particularly of career

people where they are properly career people. But I do expect

of these Secretaries of these departments that they will get as-

sistants that will support the policies that are agreed upon in the

Cabinet and the Security Council and so on; and if people can-

not support those policies, those positions, then they have no
other recourse except to resign, as I see it.

Now, none of these cases has been brought to me as a special

case for determination by me. I am not sure, in certain of them
that you mention, what my own answer would have been. But I

do hold these people at the heads responsible, and I expect them
to be fair, and just, and decent, and not to be merely conducting a

vendetta for any reasons whatsoever—partisan or otherwise.

Q. Mr. Wilson: I was going to ask that final point. That
applies also to perhaps the desire of the member of the Cabinet
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to make patronage available for members of the party. Should

that be a controlling factor, or should it be minimized?

THE PRESIDENT. Nouc whatsocvcr. In my own opinion, there

is this: there is a natural desire, as each of you people certainly

understand, for a man to have around him in responsible posi-

tions people that he likes and trusts and believes in. Now, if

someone has lost his confidence, and I don't care what his job

is, you can well understand that he is uneasy with him around.

But so far as any discharge having taken place in this Govern-

ment for patronage reasons, if they have occurred, I am—I tell

you flatly—completely unaware of it. That has no appeal to me
whatsoever.

Q. Alice A. Dunnigan, Associated Negro Press: Mr. President,

would you tell us whether any steps have been taken, since your

last press conference, to revive the work of the Contract Compli-

ance Committee, by appointing a chairman to that Committee?

THE PREsroENT. I dou't kuow about appointing a chairman.

I did have the matter looked up, and they told me they were look-

ing into the whole matter to see where there was noncompliance,

if any, and to do their best on the thing. I haven't heard about

it

—

[confers with Mr. Hagerty]—^no chairman. There will be

some announcement on it, the secretary tells me, very soon.^

Q. [Speaker unidentified]^ Christian Science Monitor: Mr.

President, may I go back to the housing matter just a minute? Do
you approve of the action of the House yesterday in rejecting the

money for housing?

THE PRESIDENT. It did not agTcc with my own personal belief

of what would be the wise thing and the convenient way of keep-

ing this matter in the status quo, until it could be decided on an

objective basis. Now, it does not mean, though, that I have

asked these people, as a matter of responsible party leadership,

to support my position. I made no attempt to do that, and there-

* On August 13, 1953, the President signed Executive Order 10479 establishing the

Government Contract Committee. Vice President Nixon was appointed Chairman of

the Committee.
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fore I do not sense that they have in any way defied me. I cer-

tainly don't intend to get up and criticise them. I assume they

are all voting their conscience.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press : Mr. President, when we
were discussing the prisoner situation, you said quite obviously

there had been something wrong. Were you referring to the

exchange itself or the treatment?

THE PREsroENT. No, I was referring to the almost universality

of the stories coming back, that there had been a lot of difficulty.

Q. Mr. Smith: Treatment?

THE PRESIDENT. Treatment. And I must say, knowing some-

thing about the things that occur, a thing like that weighs very

heavily on your heart. And if you know anything about it at all

—

I feel badly when I read those stories, and I hope therefore that

we can exchange just as many prisoners as we possibly can, as

rapidly as we can.

Q. Joseph R. Slevin, New York Joumal of Commerce: Mr.

President, in answering an earlier question on reciprocal trade,

you referred to an executive-legislative commission that would

study the question. Could you tell us something about your plans

for this commission, the scope of operations?

THE PREsroENT. No. Wc merely agreed that we are studying

the thing thoroughly. We agreed that it would take a long time

to do it, and so we are taking—^we hope to take about—^well, we
don't hope to use the whole year, but that is the reason for asking

for the year's extension as itnow stands.

Q. Mr. Slevin : You agreed with the Congress?

THE PREsroENT. I agreed with the congressional leaders, yes.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune : Mr. Presi-

dent, in view of the National Security Council's finding on the

St. Lawrence, do I understand, sir, that you now favor the build-

ing of the St. Lawrence Seaway eventually? I wasn't sure what

your policy now
THE PREsroENT. I Said this: that they believe that it would

have an advantage from the standpoint of national security, and
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that whether or not this program went ahead with Canada alone,

or with our participation, we must remove any obstacles to its

progress. And finally, they also believed it desirable that we par-

ticipate in some degree, but the limitations upon that participa-

tion and exactly how far we would go, they were not yet ready

to announce their opinion. Now that is exactly what they said,

and exactly what I have approved.

Q. Mr. Donovan: Your extent, so far as you are concerned,

sir—^you favor at least participation to some extent?

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct. That is correct.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Texas papers : Sir, you speak of having

a bipartisan commission for studying reciprocal trade. Then, I

believe, you mentioned

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't loiow whether I said "bipartisan" on

the question of trade or not. I have forgotten. If I did, I prob-

ably used the word inadvertently. What I did say was in respect

to this State-Federal division of functions. There I am getting

Governors to participate, bipartisan people, people representing

the public. In the other one, I am not sure. I said the legislative-

executive study; if I used the word "bipartisan," I may have done

it in error, because I don't recall that we intended that to be

bipartisan.

Q. Mrs. McClendon : Well, I am confused on that. I am just

wondering, isn't that what we have in the House Ways and
Means Committee? We have a bipartisan group studying this

matter. Are you going to set up another commission to study

trade, in addition to the studies that are being undertaken by

the committee in Congress?

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

have you reached any conclusion yet on defense spending, whether

you are going to be able to cut it?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think expenditures will be cut some,

yes. I am not ready to predict the amount or the order of that

cut, but I think there will be savings effected in that department.
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Q. Frederic W. Collins, Providence Journal: Mr. President,

again in the field of international trade policy, do you feel that

you were fully informed of the views of former Representative

Talbot at the time of his appointment as a member of the Tariff

Commission?

THE PREsroENT. Well, no, I couldn't be. I couldn't, certainly,

be informed of all of the ideas and feelings. I tried to get in

each of these individuals and determine, on the basis of all the

reports that are made to me, that I have got hold of an honorable

man that can look facts in the face and judge according to the

facts as to what he should do. I can't go back into each of these

men's minds and try to figure out every prejudice or slant or lean-

ing that they may have. Not at all.

Q. [Speaker unidentified]: I wanted to ask, sir, about the

mobilization base matter. The Secretary of Defense has, I be-

lieve, already canceled some Air Force contracts, or the Pentagon

has, in order to concentrate them for purposes of saving money.

Then there has been some question as to whether this really repre-

sents a change in the policy of spreading the mobilization base as

a precautionary matter in case of all-out war. Would you care

to comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT. You are obviously asking a question you ought

to take to the Department of Defense. You are getting into some

details of which I wouldn't know anything.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : There has been no discussion at the

White House?

THE PRESIDENT. Not ou that particular point that you raise.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, in

connection with the NATO conference in Paris, there are reports

that this country and Britain have agreed on—I think the word

is "stretch-out"—to spread this build-up over quite a number of

years. Does that represent a change in policy from the time that

you were in command of the North Atlantic Treaty forces?

THE PRESIDENT. Eddie, you start off with a premise that I
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don't know to be correct, and therefore I couldn't answer the

question.

Q. Mr. FoUiard : Yes, sir. I said reports.

THE PRESIDENT. Wc go iuto thcsc confcrenccs; the reason for

holding them is to have a new review of the facts—^where do we
stand?

No one, in my opinion, can stand even where I stood in January

of 1 95 1, and looking at Europe and living with Europe, can say

Europe can do so much and should do so much in such and such

a period, divided 3 months, 6 months, or a year—^whatever.

There must be constant review. And what can you do?

Now, the first thing that any nation, any locality, any region,

must do, before they can really defend themselves is to be able to

make a living. That is the thing you are constantly trying to cor-

relate in this job of security that depends upon force. How do

you make a living and bear this expense? Now, if you can't make
a living in the long run, your people are ground down, and you

have a new form of government.

So, I look upon the NATO conference as another honest at-

tempt on the part of all of us to review what we are doing, where

we are going, and what we hope to accomplish, and how soon.

Q. Richard Harkness, National Broadcasting Company: Mr.

President, my question is connected with Mr. FoUiard's. More
than a few of us have been told here, Mr. President, that as against

a target date for Western European defense, say 1953, 1954, that

the policy now will be one of a slower, long-range lo-year build-

up?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I would object to 10 years just as much
as I object to '54. From the time I went into this, one thing that

I have insisted on is that for anybody that is in the defensive posi-

tion—^strategically or tactically, or anything—^who bases his de-

fense on his ability to predict the day and the hour of attack, is

crazy. There is just no sense to it. If you are going on the defen-

sive, you have got to get a level of preparation you can sustain

over the years. And I don't know—whether it's i year, 10 years,
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20 years, or what; but if you try to build up all of a sudden to have

an attack in '54, and it doesn't come, what do you do? Now, it

just doesn't make sense.

So I don't say that the attack is coming in 10 years or that we
should build us up in 5 years. I say we have got to devise and

develop a defensive program we can carry forward in company

with our allies. And until we have got a better solution to these

terrible tensions in the world, that is our answer—and not to build

up to a maximum in '54 and then look around, and say: What
happens to us now?

Q. Mr. Harkness: But, sir, before this, have you looked for-

ward on this long-range basis that you have just described?

THE PRESIDENT. I havc ncvcr looked at it in any other way,

and I have raised my voice in inner circles arguing for it forever.

You cannot build a defense, where it has to last for years, reach

a peak in '54 and then start to deteriorate. To my mind it makes

no sense. And I have never changed my mind one instant about

that.

Q. Jean Davidson, France Presse: Would you tell us, sir, how
you feel now about the chances for a prompt truce in Korea?

THE PRESIDENT. No ,* like you, I am waiting.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post: Mr. President, in the

letter that you sent to Congress today, regarding changes in the

immigration laws, have you had any indication from the con-

gressional leaders about their attitude; and secondly, does this

meet the objections you raised last fall to the McCarran-Walter

immigration law?

THE PRESIDENT. They are two separate questions. One, I

have had communications with the leaders of the subcommittee,

and I have listed for these people those directions in which com-

plaints have come to me about the operation of the law. The
other, the emergency question, is entirely different. On that, I

asked for special legislation because I believed it to be necessary.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.
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note: President Eisenhower's sev- Executive OflSce Building at 1 1 a.m.

enth news conference was held in the on Thursday, April 23, 1953.

55 ^ Memorandum on Payment for Unused

Leave to Persons Appointed by the President.

April 23, 1953

To tf}0Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies:

Pending consideration by the Congress of legislation amending

the coverage of existing leave laws, I request that no person ap-

pointed by the President shall, upon leaving the Government,

receive payment for unused annual leave except upon a clear

showing of entitlement.

To that end, it will be the general practice to maintain formal

leave records for Presidential appointees wherever practicable.

Where the nature of the position is such that the keeping of

formal leave records is impracticable, the individual concerned

will be expected to maintain an accurate personal record of his

leave status.

In any case where there is the slightest doubt as to the sufficiency

of a leave record to support a lump-sum payment for accrued

leave upon separation from the Government service, the head of

the agency will either request an advance decision from the

Comptroller General of the United States as to the propriety of

the payment, or submit the matter to the General Accounting

Office for settlement as a claim.

Until further notice, the Bureau of the Budget is to be informed

of all terminal leave payments to Presidential appointees.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : An act to provide for the ex- in the executive branch of the Gov-

emption from the Annual and Sick emment (Public Law 102, 83d

Leave Act of 1951 of certain officers Gong.) was approved on July 2, 1953

(67 Stat. 136).
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56 ^ Letter to the Chairman^ Senate Committee

on Foreign Relations, Conceming the St. Lawrence

Seaway. April 24, 1953

[ Released April 24, 1953. Dated April 23, 1953 ]

Dear Senator Wiley:

At my request, the National Security Council has considered

the national security interests in the Saint Lawrence-Great Lakes

Seaway Project. The Council has advisedme

:

1

.

Early initiation and completion of the Saint Lawrence-Great

Lakes Seaway is in the interest of national security.

2. The United States should promptly take whatever action

may be appropriate to clear the way for commencement of the

project, whether by Canada alone, or, now or as may be later

developed, by Canada and the United States jointly.

3. It is desirable that the United States participate in the con-

struction of the Seaway; the extent of and limitations upon such

participation to be the subject of separate determination by au-

thority other than the Council.

The Council's findings and recommendations have my ap-

proval; and I propose now to discuss with the Cabinet the extent

of and limitations upon United States participation in the project.

I am forwarding a copy of this letter to the Chairman of the

Federal Power Commission for his information and such action as

he may deem appropriate.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

The Honorable Alexander Wiley

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C.
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57 ^ Remarks at the Luncheon of the Republican

Women's Spring Conference. April 24, 1 953

THIS IS INDEED a very great, although somewhat terrifying,

honor. The last time I can remember seeing this many women
in one place was in St. Louis during the last campaign. I well

remember the inspiration I got that night when suddenly the gath-

ering displayed American flags. It was indeed a memorable

sight.

There is, of course, another and very distinct reason for the

feeling of honor and pride in addressing such a group. It has

been proven, I think, that the average of intelligence among

women—and their understanding—is a trifle higher than among
men. And I can understand it, because there was a greater per-

centage of women who voted Republican last fall than there

were men

!

You will recall that three of the issues raised in that campaign

were those that had some distinct, even special, appeal for women.

The first was the cost of government and its attendant inflation

imposed upon every housewife in the land—the constantly in-

creasing burden in bringing home a reasonable market basket to

her family.

And so one of the promises made was that with a change in

administration, there would be a trend toward the cutting of

expenditures, particularly every unnecessary expenditure. We
would eliminate waste, sheer waste, or a function for which the

money demanded was merely desirable and not necessary.

The security of our Nation was promised over and over again,

but because security ranked at the head of the list of all our re-

quirements, the promise was also made that other expenditures

would be brought within the proper relationship to that demand-
ing one.

The second issue was the general subject of ineflBciency, cor-

ruption, and subversion in government—^things that had come
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about by reason of a long tenure of office of one political party,

and then existing without proper measures being taken for their

eradication. And the promise was made to go after that partic-

ular objective.

Third, there was raised the question of our foreign relations:

the matter of pursuing peace in the world from a position of

strength, security and unity in the free world, of trying to reason

with potential enemies, and of bringing peace out of misunder-

standing and chaos, if that were possible in any degree.

Now, I think it is only fitting, in front of such a body as this,

to attempt some little bit of review of what has been accomplished.

Let us take, first, this area of costs.

From the day that the new administration came into position

of responsibility and authority, every single proposed expenditure

of government, indeed some of those already in progress, have

been under constant examination by men who are experts in the

business—^by business men. These are men who believe that the

soundness of your money is absolutely essential to our form of gov-

ernment. These are men who believe that unless you have a

sound and stable value to your money, then there is no point in

your taking out an insurance policy, or investing in a savings bond,

or doing any of those other things which in the American way
means putting aside some money for a rainy day, or against the

time of danger. If that money deteriorates while it is in your

bank, or in your bonds, or in your pocket, the incentive for saving

is removed.

And so this very great issue has been tackled from every single

standpoint. First of all, the new administration is trying to cut

costs in the effort to get rid of recurring deficits in our national

budget—^in spite of the necessary and staggering costs of providing

for security in this modem world.

Now, if we can work toward eliminating that deficit, one of

the most terrific incentives for the cheapening of your money will

have been removed. No one will pretend that the recurring

deficits are the only reason for inflation, but they are an important
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one. It is not too much to say that with recurring deficits, you

must have inflation, because the only way to meet the debt is to

secure more money, which means cheaper money—^printing press

money.

I assure you that in every single direction that does not en-

danger the security and position of the United States in the world,

that objective is being pursued.

This does not mean, of course, that any social gains of the past

are being neglected; nor, indeed, does it mean that Republicans

have forgotten their promise that the advantages of social security

coverages will be extended to others that have been excluded in

the past without any real reason.

The whole objective of bringing costs and income in balance

is so that we may look forward with future savings to real reduc-

tion in taxes. That work is going ahead every day.

Second : inefficiency, corruption, and subversion in government.

Since January 20th, these have been subjects that have never been

absent from the discussions of any Cabinet meeting or the meet-

ings of any other body of governmental officials—^legislative and

executive. They are constantly on the minds and hearts of every-

body. And we are pursuing them, by trying to put into every

important position men and women who know their job, and who
are devoted to the public welfare.

I would be the last to maintain that no mistakes have been

made. So long as we are human, of course there have been and

there will be mistakes. But I do assure you that all of those in

high position in the present administration have their hearts in the

right place. They are searched for honesty and integrity, prob-

ity and devotion to the United States of America.

We believe that it is absolutely possible, and mandatory, that

subversion shall be removed under methods by which every right-

thinking American will approve.

We believe the same thing with respect to even pecuniary

matters.

We believe inefficiency must be eliminated, and in its stead we
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must have a government by people who not only are intending

to do right by our 158 million people, but who have the capacity

to do so.

In the field of foreign affairs, I made a talk a week ago yester-

day—I think you were listening. As I recall, I was standing in

this same spot. I want to point out this: that that talk was not

an isolated incident, merely thought of out of a sudden inspiration

and brought out as words, as phrases, and its meaning exposed to

the public as sometimes my lawyer friends say "de novo," which

means "for the first time."

What I am getting at is this: from last January twentieth, we
have consulted together every day—the Secretary of State, the

Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Director

of the Budget Bureau, the head of the new Department, Mrs.

Hobby. All of us have sat together and tried to work out what

is the position from which America should approach the rest of

the world—^both our friends, those who are not so friendly. How
do we want to express ourselves, to ourselves; and how do we
want to express ourselves to others. That has been the preoccupa-

tion of all of us.

Possibly it has been the most important subject that has been

discussed day by day, and on which each of us has tried to con-

tribute his bit. No matter what we are thinking about doing

with our government, no matter what we are thinking in the ways

of reducing expenditures and costs, of reducing taxes eventually,

all of those problems are overshadowed by, and indeed greatly

influenced by, our position in the world.

Moreover, in that subject is such an immediate and critical

problem as the Korean war, a war bringing sorrow still, in this

day and time, to thousands of American homes. Quite naturally,

therefore, it is essential that we have a whole program of standing

before the world—an America strong and unafraid, but neverthe-

less conciKatory and friendly, and firm in this one belief: that all

people want peace.

This is opposed only by misguided governments, governments
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that believe that only when they are surrounded by enemies may

they keep their positions of power, or governments who because

of their lack of understanding beheve that every other government

shares their own thirst for power.

What we are trying to do is to show that America wants nothing

from anyone else except the decency, the respect, the considera-

tion that America herself is ready to accord to every other nation

in full measure.

The one thing to say about all these problems is that no

miraculous overnight accomplishment can be expected. These

things affect not only all of our 158 million people; they affect the

whole world—two and a half billions. Consequently, what hap-

pens is that trends must be set up, doctrines must be officially in-

stilled, truth must be held up patiently before the world, until

all of us understand that decency and justice are words that are

still important to all humans and that greed and power, military

strength, are after all only transitory, and cannot prevail over the

spirit of man.

It is in these terms, ladies, and in this kind of incessant, endless

work that your administration—the one that you sent here—^is

trying to discharge its responsibilities and to fulfill the promises

made not only to you but to all the American people of all

political parties.

Thank you very much.

NOTE : The President spoke at the Statler Hotel in Washington.

58 ^ Letter to Senator Anderson Concerning the

Submerged Lands Bill. April 24, 1 953

My dear Senator Anderson:

I have received the letter signed by yourself and other Senators

relative to S.J. Res. 13.

The Republican Platform clearly stated, "We favor restora-
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tion to the States of their rights to all lands and resources beneath

navigable inland and offshore waters within their historic

boundaries."

During the past campaign on October 13th I made the follow-

ing statement

:

"So, let me be clear in my position on the tidelands and all sub-

merged lands and resources beneath inland offshore waters which

lie within historic state boundaries. As I have said before, my
views are in line with my party's platform. I favor the recogni-

tion of clear legal title to these lands in each of the forty-eight

states.

"This has been my position since 1948, long before I was

persuaded to go into politics. . . .

"The Supreme Court has declared in very recent years that

there are certain paramount Federal rights in these areas. But

the court expressly recognized the right of Congress to deal with

the matters of ownership and title.

"Twice by substantial majorities, both Houses of Congress

have voted to recognize the traditional concept of state ownership

of these submerged areas. Twice these Acts of Congress have

been vetoed by the President.

"I would approve such Acts of Congress."

The next day, October 14th, I made specific reference to the

State of Texas:

"Just a himdred and seven years ago, the United States Senate

decided that the public lands of Texas were not worth ten million

dollars .... So the United States said to Texas: *Keep your

debts^—and keep your lands. We don't want either.' And so the

State of Texas paid off the ten million dollar debt of the Republic.

It kept its two hundred million acres of lands—^including the sub-

merged area extending three marine leagues seaward into the

Gulf of Mexico."

My position is the same today. It was further amplified by the

Administration representatives in the hearings before the Senate

and your committees considering the legislation.
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I favor the prompt passage by the Senate of SJ. Res. 13 with

any amendments the Senate may approve, not inimical to the

principles which I have expressed. It has never been my beUef

that the several states should have any title to lands beyond their

historical boundaries on the continental shelf.

I hesitate to express an opinion on legislative procedure, but I

am deeply concerned with the delay of the entire Administration

program in the Senate of the United States.

However, let me make it clear that I am not criticizing the Sen-

ators who have views on this subject different from mine. I

respect their sincerity and their right to vote as they think best.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

59 ^ Memorandom Convening the President's

Conference on Administrative Procedure.

^j&n7 29, 1953

[ Released April 29, 1953. Dated April 28, 1953 ]

To All Executive Departments and Administrative Agencies:

I am in receipt of a communication from the Chief Justice of

the United States, in his capacity as Chairman of the Judicial

Conference of the United States, concerning unnecessary delay,

expense and volume of records in some adjudicatory and rule-

making proceedings in the Executive Departments and Adminis-

trative Agencies. I attach a copy of that letter.

The suggestion there transmitted has the endorsement of the

Attomey General. It affords opportunity for a public service of

benefit to both citizens and Government. Accordingly, I am
happy to call a conference of representatives of the departments

and agencies, and of the judiciary and the bar, for the purpose of

studying the problems thus described.
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It is not contemplated that the conference will attempt to im-

pose rules or procedures upon the departments, the agencies, or

litigants. The purpose is to exchange information, experience and

suggestions and so to evolve by cooperative effort principles which

may be applied and steps which may be taken severally by the

departments and agencies toward the end that the administrative

process may be improved to the benefit of all.

I request the Attorney General to cause a list to be prepared

of those departments and administrative agencies which have

these functions, and to transmit to each of those listed a copy of

this call. I also request him to designate, in addition to a dele-

gate, a representative of his Department to act as Secretary of

the conference.

I request each department and agency receiving this call from

the Attorney General to designate a representative to meet with

other such representatives as delegates in a conference for the

purposes I have designated. I request that in designating repre-

sentatives for these purposes care be taken to name persons who
will undertake to devote to the work the considerable time which
probably will be required.

With the agreement of the Chief Justice, I have invited Circuit

Judge E. Barrett Prettyman of the United States Court of

Appeals for the District of Columbia, Judge Morris A. Soper
of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit,

Baltimore, and Associate Judge Walter M. Bastian of the District

Court of the United States for the District of Columbia, to par-

ticipate in the conference, and have requested Judge Prettyman

to act as Chairman.

I am requesting J. Earl Cox, Jay D. Bond, and William F.

Schamikow, all of Washington, D.C., who are federal trial ex-

aminers of experience, to attend and participate as members of

the conference.

I am also inviting the following lawyers, experienced in the field

of administrative law, to attend and participate as members of

the conference:
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Hon. John A. Danaher, Washington,

D.G.

Richard S. Doyle, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

Edmund L. Jones, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

H. Cecil Kilpatrick, Esq., Washing-

ton, B.C.

Wilbur R. Lester, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

Breck P. McAllister, Esq., New York,

N.Y.

George M. Morris, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

Prof. Charles B. Nutting, Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania

Garnet L. Patterson, Esq., Akron,

Ohio

John R. Tumey, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

J. Albert WoU, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

Joseph W. Wyatt, Esq., Washington,

B.C.

The secretary of the conference will announce the time and

place for the initial meeting of the conference. Thereafter, the

conference will organize and fix its program and procedure. After

the program which seems initially possible has been completed,

provisions may be made by the conference for further meetings

from time to time. Should a member of the conference be unable

to continue in attendance, the vacancy may be filled by the

authority which originally designated the retiring member.

I shall be happy to receive from time to time reports from the

conference as to its work.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Chief Justice Fred M. Vin-

son's letter, dated March 24, 1953,

follows

:

My dear Mr, President:

Some time ago, the Judicial Con-

ference of the United States under-

took to examine into the causes of

long delay, great expense, and vol-

uminous records in certain classes of

cases, including some which reach

the courts from the executive depart-

ments and administrative agencies.

A committee of judges and an ad-

visory committee composed of repre-

sentatives of the agencies and of the

bar presented a report to the Confer-

ence at its September 1951 session,

and that report was approved. The
findings were that, while the number

of such cases is not large, those in

which unnecessary delay, expense

and volume of record occur create a

serious problem in the administra-

tion of justice, that the problem

should be considered by the depart-

ments and agencies, and that a co-

operative approach to it affords the

best promise for remedy.

Pursuant to a resolution of the Ju-
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dicial Conference, I have the honor the suggested conference appears to

to transmit a suggestion that you call be a practical step toward remedying

a conference of representatives of the a condition which impedes the eco-

executive departments and adminis- nomical and efficient determination

trative agencies having adjudicatory of serious controversies between citi-

functions, for the purpose of studying zens and the Government. The ex-

cooperatively possible steps to remedy cessive time consumed, of course, di-

the conditions which were the sub- minishes the court hours for all other

ject of the report. It is further sug- cases and necessarily impedes their

gested that representatives of the bar determination. I, therefore, person-

and members of the judiciary, in such ally endorse it.

numbers and in such capacity as you Copies of the report to the Judicial

may deem appropriate, might well be Conference are available for your
included in such a conference. information.

I venture to add my own view that Sincerely,

Fred M. Vinson

60 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 5 of 1 953
Concerning the Export-ImportBank of

Washington. April 30, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 5 of 1953, P^^"
pared in accordance with the provisions of the Reorganization

Act of 1949, as amended.

The purpose of the reorganization plan is to simplify the organ-

ization and strengthen the administration of the Export-Import
Bank of Washington by providing for a single Managing Director

at the head of the Bank. The management of the Bank is now
vested in a Board of Directors consisting of four full-time mem-
bers and the Secretary of State, ex officio. The functions per-

foraied by the Board are essentially of an executive nature and
are comparable to those vested in the heads of other executive

agencies. Experience has demonstrated that the most effective
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performance of executive functions is more likely to be obtained

under a single administrator than under a board.

The plan concentrates authority and responsibility for Bank

operations in the Managing Director. Safeguards are provided

in the plan and in existing law, however, to assure that the Bank

follows sound lending and financial policies and that its activities

are coordinated with those of other Government agencies having

international responsibilities. Under the plan, the National Ad-

visory Council on International Monetary and Financial Prob-

lems is authorized to establish the general lending and other

financial policies which shall govern the operations of the Bank.

The Council is composed of the Secretary of the Treasury, as

chairman, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Commerce, the

Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve

System, and the Director for Mutual Security.

At present, the Board of Directors is not only subject to policy

guidance by the National Advisory Council, under the provisions

of the Bretton Woods Agreements Act, but is also required to

consult with the Advisory Board for the Export-Import Bank,

created by the Export-Import Bank Act, on major questions of

policy and to receive recommendations from that Board. The
composition of the Advisory Board largely parallels that of the

Council. The differences are that only the latter includes the

Director for Mutual Security as a member and that the Chair-

man of the Board of Directors of the Export-Import Bank is the

chairman of the Advisory Board whereas the Secretary of the

Treasury serves as the chairman of the Council. Because of the

similarity of the composition of the Advisory Board and Council,

and of their functions as respects the Bank, the reorganization

plan abolishes the Advisory Board. It also abolishes the functions

of the Advisory Board (conferred by section 3 (d) of the Export-

Import Bank Act of 1 945 )

.

The reorganization plan also provides for the abolition of the

functions of the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Ex-

port-Import Bank of Washington with respect to his membership
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on the National Advisory Council on International Monetary and

Financial Problems. The function of membership is conferred

upon the Chairman by section 4 of the Bretton Woods Agree-

ments Act, as amended. I contemplate that the Managing Di-

rector of the Export-Import Bank of Washington will participate

as a non-voting member of the National Advisory Council in

relation to matters of concern to the Bank. I believe there is

merit in reducing the size of the Council and also believe that the

interests of the Bank can be properly placed before the Council

without conferring full Council membership on the Managing

Director of the Bank.

Under the reorganization plan the Export-Import Bank of

Washington will continue in its status of a corporate entity, and

independent agency, in the executive branch of the Government.

The President will retain authority to terminate or modify any

delegation or assignment of function made by the President to the

Bank or to any of its agencies or officers.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 5 of 1953 ^^

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended.

I also have found and hereby declare that by reason of these

reorganizations it is necessary to include in the reorganization plan

provision for the appointment and compensation of the new
officers specified in sections i, 2, and 3 of the reorganization plan.

The rates of compensation fixed for these officers are, respectively,

those which I have found to prevail in respect of comparable

officers in the executive branch of the Government.

The taking effect of Reorganization Plan No. 5 of 1953 ^^^

accomplish a small immediate reduction of expenditures, since

it will substitute one Managing Director, together with a deputy

and assistant, for a Board which includes four full-time members.

Other reductions in expenditures will probably be brought about

also, through increased economy and efficiency in the perform-

ance of necessary services of the Bank resulting from the simpli-
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fication of its organization, but such reductions cannot be itemized

in advance of actual experience.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 5 of 1953 1 949-1 953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

Large (67 Stat. 637) and in the 1027). It became effective on June

30. 1953-

6 1 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 6 of 1 953
Concerning the Department of Defense.

^/?n7 30, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I address the Congress on a subject which has been of primary

interest to me throughout all the years of my adult life—the

defense of our country.

As a former soldier who has experienced modem war at first

hand, and now, as President and Commander in Chief of the

armed forces of the United States, I believe that our defense

establishment is in need of immediate improvement. In this

message, I indicate actions which we are taking, and must yet

take, to assure the greater safety of America.

Through the years, our Nation has warded off all enemies. We
have defended ourselves successfully against those who have

waged war against us. We enjoy, as a people, a proud tradition

of triumph in battle.

We are not, however, a warlike people. Our historic goal is

peace. It shall ever be peace—^peace to enjoy the freedom we
cherish and the fruits of our labors. We maintain strong military

forces in support of this supreme purpose, for we believe that in

today's world only properly organized strength may altogether

avert war.
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Because we are not a military-minded people, we have some-

times failed to give proper thought to the problems of the organi-

zation and adequacy of our armed forces. Past periods of inter-

national stress and the actual outbreaks of wars have found us

poorly prepared. On such occasions, we have had to commit to

battle insufficient and improperly organized military forces to

hold the foe until our citizenry could be more fully mobilized and

our resources marshalled. We know that we cannot permit a

repetition of those conditions.

Today we live in a perilous period of international affairs.

Soviet Russia and her allies have it within their power to join

with us in the establishment of a true peace or to plunge the world

into global war. To date, they have chosen to conduct them-

selves in such a way that these are years neither of total war nor

total peace.

We in the United States have, therefore, recently embarked

upon the definition of a new, positive foreign policy. One of our

basic aims is to gain again for the free world the initiative in

shaping the international conditions under which freedom can

thrive. Essential to this endeavor is the assurance of an alert,

efficient, ever-prepared defense establishment.

Today our international undertakings are shared by the free

peoples of other nations. We find ourselves in an unparalleled

role of leadership of free men everywhere. With this leadership

have come new responsibilities. With the basic purpose of assur-

ing our own security and economic viability, we are helping our

friends to protect their lives and liberties. And one major help

that we may give them is reliance upon our own military estab-

lishment.

Today also witnesses one of history's times of swiftest advance

in scientific achievements. These developments can accomplish

wonders in providing a healthier and happier life for us all.

But—converted to military uses—^they threaten new, more dev-

astating terrors in war. These simple, inescapable facts make
imperative the maintenance of a defense organization command-
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ing the most modern technological instruments in our arsenal

of weapons.

In providing the kind of military security that our country

needs, we must keep our people free and our economy solvent.

We must not endanger the very things we seek to defend. We
must not create a nation mighty in arms that is lacking in liberty

and bankrupt in resources. Our armed strength must continue

to rise from the vigor of a free people and a prosperous economy.

Recognizing all these national and international demands upon

our military establishment, we must remain ever mindful of three

great objectives in organizing our defense.

First: Our military establishment must be founded upon our

basic constitutional principles and traditions. There must be a

clear and unchallenged civilian responsibility in the defense estab-

lishment. This is essential not only to maintain democratic insti-

tutions, but also to protect the integrity of the military profession.

Basic decisions relating to the military forces must be made by

politically accountable civilian officials. Conversely, professional

military leaders must not be thrust into the political arena to be-

come the prey of partisan politics. To guard these principles, we
must recognize and respect the clear lines of responsibility and

authority which run from the President, through the Secretary

of Defense and the Secretaries of the military departments, over

the operations of all branches of the Department of Defense.

Second : Effectiveness with economy must be made the watch-

words of our defense effort. To maintain an adequate national

defense for the indefinite future, we have found it necessary to

devote a larger share of our national resources than any of us have

heretofore anticipated. To protect our economy, maximum effec-

tiveness at minimum cost is essential.

Third: We must develop the best possible military plans.

These plans must be sound guides to action in case of war. They

must incorporate the most competent and considered thinking

from every point of view—^military, scientific, industrial, and

economic.
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To strengthen civilian control by establishing clear lines of

accountability, to further effectiveness with economy, and to pro-

vide adequate planning for military purposes—these were pri-

mary objectives of the Congress in enacting the National Security

Act of 1947 and strengthening it in 1949.

Now much has happened which makes it appropriate to re-

view the workings of those basic statutes. Valuable lessons have

been learned through six years of trial by experience. Our top

military structure has been observed under changing conditions.

The military action in Korea, the buildup of our forces every-

where, the provision of military aid to other friendly nations, and

the participation of United States armed forces in regional col-

lective security arrangements, such as those under the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization—all these have supplied sharp tests

of our military organization. Today, in making my specific rec-

ommendations, I have also had the benefit of the report prepared

by the Committee on Department of Defense Organization estab-

lished by the Secretary of Defense three months ago.

The time is here, then, to work to perfect our military establish-

ment without delay.

I.

The first objective—toward which immediate actions already

are being directed—is clarification of lines of authority within the

Department of Defense so as to strengthen civilian responsibility.

I am convinced that the fundamental structure of our Depart-

ment of Defense and its various component agencies as provided

by the National Security Act, as amended, is sound. None of the

changes I am proposing affects that basic structure, and this first

objective can and will be attained without any legislative change.

With my full support, the Secretary of Defense must exercise

over the Department of Defense the direction, authority, and

control which are vested in him by the National Security Act.

He should do so through the basic channels of responsibility and

authority prescribed in that act—through the three civilian Sec-

228



Dwight D. Eisenhower, igss ^ 6i

retaries of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force, who are re-

sponsible to him for all aspects of the respective military depart-

ments (except for the legal responsibility of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff to advise the President in military matters). No function

in any part of the Department of Defense, or in any of its com-

ponent agencies, should be performed independent of the direc-

tion, authority, and control of the Secretary of Defense. The Sec-

retary is the accountable civilian head of the Department of

Defense, and under the law, my principal assistant in all matters

relating to the Department. I want all to know that he has my
full backing in that role.

To clarify a point which has led to considerable confusion in

the past, the Secretary of Defense, with my approval, will shortly

issue a revision of that portion of the 1948 memorandum com-

monly known as the Key West Agreement which provides for a

system of designating executive agents for unified conmiands.

Basic decisions with respect to the establishment and direction of

unified commands are made by the President and the Secretary

of Defense, upon the recommendation of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

in their military planning and advisory role. But the provision of

the Key West Agreement, under which the Joint Chiefs of Staff

designate one of their members as an executive agent for each uni-

fied command, has led to considerable confusion and misunder-

standing with respect to the relationship of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff to the Secretary of Defense, and the relationship of the

military chief of each service to the civilian Secretary of his mil-

itary department.

Hence, the Secretary of Defense, with my approval, is revising

the Key West Agreement to provide that the Secretary of Defense

shall designate in each case a military department to serve as the

executive agent for a unified command. Under this new arrange-

ment, the channel of responsibility and authority to a commander
of a unified command will unmistakably be from the President

to the Secretary of Defense to the designated civilian Secretary

of a military department. This arrangement will fix responsi-
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bility along a definite channel of accountable civilian officials

as intended by the National Security Act.

It will be understood, however, that, for the strategic direction

and operational control of forces, and for the conduct of combat

operations, the military chief of the designated military depart-

ment will be authorized by the Secretary of Defense to receive

and transmit reports and orders and to act for that department

in its executive agency capacity. This arrangement will make it

always possible to deal promptly with emergency or wartime sit-

uations. The military chief will clearly be acting in the name and

by the direction of the Secretary of Defense. Promulgated orders

will directly state that fact.

By taking this action to provide clearer lines of responsibility

and authority for the exercise of civilian control, I believe we will

make significant progress toward increasing proper accountability

in the top levels of the Department of Defense.

n.

Our second major objective is effectiveness with economy.

Although the American people, throughout their history, have

hoped to avoid supporting large military forces, today we must

obviously maintain a strong military force to ward off attack, at a

moment's notice, by enemies equipped with the most devastating

weapons known to modem science. This need for immediate

preparedness makes it all the more imperative to see that the

Nation maintains effective military forces in the manner imposing

the minimum burden on the national economy.

In an organization the size of the Department of Defense, true

effectiveness with economy can be attained only by decentraliza-

tion of operations, under flexible and effective direction and con-

trol from the center. I am impressed with the determination of

the Secretary of Defense to administer the Department on this

basis and to look to the Secretaries of the three military depart-

ments as his principal agents for the management and direction

of the entire defense enterprise.
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Such a system of decentralized operations, however, requires,

for sound management, flexible machinery at the top. Unfortu-

nately, this is not wholly possible in the Department of Defense

as now estabhshed by law. Two principal fields of activity are

rigidly assigned by law to unwieldy boards which—^no matter how
much authority may be centralized in their respective chairmen

—

provide organizational arrangements too slow and too clumsy to

serve as effective management tools for the Secretary. In addi-

tion, other staff agencies have been set up in the Office of the

Secretary of Defense and their functions prescribed by law, thus

making it difficult for the Secretary to adjust his staff arrange-

ments to deal with new problems as they arise, or to provide for

flexible cooperation among the several staff agencies.

Accordingly, I am transmitting today to the Congress a re-

organization plan which is designed to provide the Secretary of

Defense with a more efficient staff organization. The plan calls

for the aboUtion of the Munitions Board, the Research and
Development Board, the Defense Supply Management Agency,
and the office of Director of Installations and vests their functions

in the Secretary of Defense. At the same time, the plan authorizes

the appointment of new Assistant Secretaries of Defense to whom
the Secretary of Defense intends to assign the functions now
vested in the agencies to be abolished and certain other functions

now assigned to other officials. Specifically, the reorganization

plan provides for six additional assistant secretaries—three to

whom the Secretary will assign the duties now performed by the
two Boards (based on a redistribution of staff functions) , two who
will be utilized to replace individual officials who presently hold
other tides, and one to be assigned to a position formerly but no
longer filled by an assistant secretary. The new assistant secre-

tary positions are required in order to make it possible to bring
executives of the highest type to the Government service and to

permit them to operate effectively and with less personnel than
at present. In addition, the plan also provides that in view of the
importance of authoritative legal opinions and interpretations
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the office of General Counsel be raised to a statutory position with

rank substantially equivalent to that of an assistant secretary.

The abolition of the present statutory staff agencies and the

provision of the new assistant secretaries to aid the Secretary of

Defense will be the key to the attainment of increased effectiveness

at low cost in the Department of Defense. These steps will permit

the Secretary to make a thorough reorganization of the non-

military staff agencies in his office. He will be able to establish

truly effective and vigorous staff units under the leadership of the

assistant secretaries. Each assistant secretary will function as a

staff head within an assigned field of responsibility.

Without imposing themselves in the direct lines of responsibility

and authority between the Secretary of Defense and the Secre-

taries of the three military departments, the Assistant Secretaries

of Defense will provide the Secretary with a continuing review of

the programs of the defense establishment and help him institute

major improvements in their execution. They will be charged

with establishing systems, within their assigned fields, for obtain-

ing complete and accurate information to support recommenda-

tions to the Secretary. The assistant secretaries will make
frequent inspection visits to our far-flung installations and check

for the Secretary the effectiveness and efficiency of operations in

their assigned fields.

Other improvements are badly needed in the Departments of

the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force. Accordingly, the Secre-

tary of Defense is initiating studies by the three Secretaries of the

military departments of the internal organization of their depart-

ments with a view toward making those Secretaries truly respon-

sible administrators, thereby obtaining greater effectiveness and
attaining economies wherever possible. These studies will apply

to the organization of the military departments some of the same
principles of clearer lines of accountability which we are applying

to the Department of Defense as a whole.

Immediate attention will also be given to studying improve-

ments of those parts of the military departments directly con-
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cerned with the procurement and distribution of munitions and

supplies and the inventory and accounting systems within each

military department. We must take every step toward seeing

that our armed forces are adequately supplied at all times with

the materials essential for them to carry on their operations in the

field. Necessary to this effort is a reorganization of supply ma-

chinery in the miHtary departments. These studies of the organi-

zation of the military departments have my full support.

One other area for improved effectiveness is civilian and mili-

tary personnel management. In this area certain specialized

studies and actions are desirable. Accordingly, I have directed

the Secretary of Defense to organize a study of the problems of

attracting and holding competent career personnel—civilian and

military—in the Department of Defense. As a part of this study,

an examination of the Officer Personnel Act of 1947 and its prac-

tical administration will be undertaken to see if any changes are

needed. I am directing that this study also include a review of

statutes governing the retirement of military officers aimed at

eliminating those undesirable provisions which force the early

retirement of unusually capable officers who are willing to con-

tinue on active service.

The Secretary of Defense, with my approval, is issuing revised

orders relating to the preparing and signing of efficiency reports

for military personnel who serve full time in the Office of the

Secretary, and new instructions to the military departments to

guide selection boards in their operations. These actions are

aimed at giving full credit to military officers serving in the Office

of the Secretary of Defense for their work for the Department of

Defense as a whole. Henceforth, civilian officials who have mil-

itary officers detailed to their offices on a full-time basis will be

responsible for filling out and signing the formal efficiency reports

for such officers for the period of such service. In the case of

officers serving in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, no other

efficiency reports for such service will be maintained. The Sec-

retary of each military department is being instructed to direct
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the boards convened in his department for the selection of military

officers for promotion, to give the same weight to service in the

Office of the Secretary of Defense and the efficiency reports from

that Office as to service in the military department staff and to

efficiency reports of departmental officers. These actions are de-

sirable in order to reward military officers equally for service on

behalf of the Department of Defense and service on the staff of a

military department.

These actions and others which will be undertaken are aimed

at a more effective and efficient Department of Defense; indeed,

actions toward this objective will be continuous.

The impact of all these measures will be felt through the whole

structure of the Department of Defense, its utilization of millions

of personnel and billions of dollars. A simple token testimony to

this is this fact : in the Office of the Secretary of Defense alone a

staff reduction of approximately 500 persons will be effected.

m.

Our third broad objective is to improve our machinery for

strategic planning for national security. Certain actions toward

this end may be taken administratively to improve the organiza-

tion and procedures within the Department of Defense. Other

changes are incorporated in the reorganization plan transmitted

to the Congress today.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff, as provided in the National Security

Act of 1947, are not a command body but are the principal mil-

itary advisors to the President, the National Security Council, and
the Secretary of Defense. They are responsible for formulating

the strategic plans by which the United States will cope with the

challenge of any enemy. The three members of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff who are the military chiefs of their respective services

are responsible to their Secretaries for the efficiency of their serv-

ices and their readiness for war.

These officers are clearly overworked, and steps must be devised

to relieve them of time-consuming details of minor importance.
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They must be encouraged to delegate lesser duties to reliable

subordinate individuals and agencies in both the Joint Chiefs of

Staff structure and in their military department staffs. One of

our aims in making more effective our strategic planning machin-

ery, therefore, is to improve the organization and procedures of

the supporting staff of the Joint Chiefs of Staff so that the Chiefs,

acting as a body, will be better able to perform their roles as

strategic planners and military advisors.

Our military plans are based primarily on military factors, but

they must also take into account a wider range of policy and eco-

nomic factors, as well as the latest developments of modem sci-

ence. Therefore, our second aim in assuring the very best stra- -

tegic planning is to broaden the degree of active participation of

other persons and units at the staff level in the consideration of

matters before the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to bring to bear more

diversified and expert skills.

The reorganization plan transmitted to the Congress today is

designed—^without detracting from the military advisory func-

tions of the Joint Chiefs of Staff as a group—to place upon the

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff greater responsibility for

organizing and directing the subordinate structure of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff in such a way as to help the Secretary of Defense

and the Joint Chiefs of Staff discharge their total responsibilities.

Specifically, the reorganization plan makes the Chairman of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff responsible for managing the work of the

Joint Staff and its Director. The Joint Staff is, of course, a study-

and-reporting body serving the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The plan

makes the service of the Director of the Joint Staff subject to the

approval of the Secretary of Defense. It also makes the service of

officers on the Joint Staff subject to the approval of the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. These new responsibilities of the

Chairman are in consonance with his present functions of serving

as the presiding officer of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, providing

agenda for meetings, assisting the Joint Chiefs of Staff to perform

their duties as promptly as practicable, and keeping the Secretary
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of Defense and the President informed of issues before the Joint

Chiefs of Staff. In addition, the proposed changes will relieve

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as a body, of a large amount of adminis-

trative detail involved in the management of its subordinate com-

mittee and staff structure.

In support of our second aim—broadened participation in

strategic planning—the Secretary of Defense will direct the Chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to arrange for the fullest coopera-

tion of the Joint Staff and the subcommittees of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff with other parts of the Office of the Secretary of Defense

in the early stages of staff work on any major problem. If neces-

sary, to aid in this additional burden, an Assistant or Deputy

Director of the Joint Staff will be designated to give particular

attention to this staff collaboration. Thus, at the developmental

stages of important staff studies by the subordinate elements of the

Joint Chiefs of Staff, there will be a proper integration of the views

and special skills of the other staff agencies of the Department,

such as those responsible for budget, manpower, supply, research,

and engineering. This action will assure the presentation of im-

proved staff products to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for their

consideration.

Also, special attention will be given to providing for the partici-

pation of competent civilian scientists and engineers within the

substructure of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Such participants will

be able to contribute a wide range of scientific information and

knowledge to our strategic planning.

Only by including outstanding civilian experts in the process of

strategic planning can our military services bring new weapons

rapidly into their established weapons systems, make recom-

mendations with respect to the use of new systems of weapons

in the future war plans, and see that the whole range of scientific

information and knowledge of fundamental cost factors are taken

into account in strategic planning.

Taken together, the changes included in the reorganization plan

and the several administrative actions should go a long way toward
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improving the strategic planning machinery of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff, and lead to the development of plans based on the

broadest conception of the over-all national interest rather than

the particular desires of the individual services.

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 6 of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended, and providing for reorganizations in the Department

of Defense.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 6 of 1953 is

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended.

I have found and hereby declare that it is necessary to include

in the accompanying reorganization plan, by reason of reorganiza-

tions made thereby, provisions for the appointment and compen-

sation of six additional Assistant Secretaries of Defense and a

General Counsel of the Department of Defense. The rates of

compensation fixed for these officers are those which I have found

to prevail in respect of comparable officers in the executive branch

of the Government.

The statutory authority for the exercise of the function of guid-

ance to the Munitions Board in connection with strategic and
logistic plans, abolished by section 2(d) of the reorganization

plan, is section 213(c) of the National Security Act of 1947, as

amended.

The taking effect of the reorganizations included in Reorgani-

zation Plan No. 6 of 1953 is expected to result in a more effective,

efficient, and economical performance of functions in the Depart-

ment of Defense. It is impracticable to specify or itemize at this

time the reduction of expenditures which it is probable will be

brought about by such taking effect.

The Congress is a full partner in actions to strengthen our mili-

tary establishment. Jointly we must carry forward a sound pro-
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gram to keep America strong. The Congress and the President,

acting in their proper spheres, must perform their duties to the

American people in support of our highest traditions. Should,

for any reason, the national military policy become a subject of

partisan politics, the only loser would be the American people.

We owe it to all the people to maintain the best military estab-

lishment that we know how to devise. There are none, however,

to whom we owe it more than the soldiers, the sailors, the marines,

and the airmen in uniform whose lives are pledged to the defense

of our freedom.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 6 of 1953 1949-1953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

Large (67 Stat. 638) and in the 1027). It became eflfective on June

30. 1953-

62 ^ The President's News Conference of

April ^o, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. For scvcral reasons, I shall want to take some

of the time available to us today, actually to read to you a state-

ment. Now, Mr. Hagerty tells me that a mimeograph of it is

being made and is going to be over here before the conference

is ended. If that is true, I suggest there is no need for your making

notes during the time I am dealing with this paper.

The paper deals with an approach to the security problem, and

there are three reasons that I should like to take it up today.

First, I have sent down today to the Congress a reorganizational

plan for the Defense Department. It is not radical in most ways,

certainly, but it does attempt to point up that organization so as

to secure a greater effectiveness, economy, speed in action, and

more rapid production of materiel that has been appropriated for.

Another reason is that there is just back, as you know, from

Europe, a team which the administration sent over there: the
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Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of

Defense, and the Director of Mutual Security. They have all

returned, or at least all have returned except Secretary Wilson;

and we have been having conferences on this same global problem.

And finally, I met this morning with some of the legislative

leaders, and we had this problem up for a long and exhaustive

discussion. So I want to give you really the approach that we
are now making toward this problem.

[Reading] I would like to present to you in a general way, and

with fairly broad strokes, what I consider the sensible framework

within which the United States and its allies can present in hard

military fact an ever more effective posture of defense. A true

posture of defense is composed of three factors—spiritual, mili-

tary, and economic. Today I shall talk only about the last two.

We Americans have frequently called for unity of basic purpose

among our allies. I feel quite strongly that the least we can do

is to display a similar continuity and unity in American purpose.

This policy of ours, therefore, will not be tied to any magic,

critical year which then has to be "stretched out" because of

economic or production problems, but will be based on the

sounder theory that a very real danger not only exists this year,

but may continue to exist for years to come; that our strength,

which is already very real, must now be made stronger, not by

inefficient and expensive starts and stops, but by steady con-

tinuous improvements.

I have always firmly believed that there is a great logic in the

conduct of military affairs. There is an equally great logic in

economic affairs. If these two logical disciplines can be wedded,

it is then possible to create a situation of maximum military

strength within economic capacities.

If, on the other hand, these two are allowed to proceed in dis-

regard one for the other, you then create a situation either of

doubtful military strength, or of such precarious economic strength

that your military position is in constant jeopardy.

It has been the purpose of this administration ever since it took

239



^ 62 Public Papers of the Presidents

office, finding itself confronted with a crazy quilt of promises,

commitments, and contracts, to bring American military logic

and American economic logic into joint strong harness.

No more glaring illustration of the lack of balance between the

military logic and the economic logic could possibly be found than

the situation that existed when we took office. On the one hand,

we found our allies deploring our unfulfilled defense promises.

On the other hand, we found there was a total carryover of $8i

billion in appropriated funds, largely committed, for which cash

must be provided from revenues in future fiscal years, over and

above the normal annual cost of government. It's just as if the

late administration had gone to the store and ordered 8i billion

dollars worth of goods, which we've got to pay for as they're de-

livered, in addition to paying the regular household running

expenses.

The fiscal situation represented by these two extremes abso-

lutely has to be brought into some kind of realistic focus, and the

only way to do it is to have a completely new, fresh look without

any misleading labels.

As you know, over the past years I have been involved in the

European end of defense, and therefore I think I know all about

paper divisions and cardboard wings. For the last 3 months, I

have been heavily involved in the American end of defense, and
day after day have had to struggle with the basic equation that

links the military safety of this country and of the free world with

the ability of the world to pay its bills and earn a living.

This morning I told the legislative leaders that already we can
see our way clear to ask the Congress to appropriate at least 8/2
billion less in new money for the fiscal year 1954 than had been

asked for by the previous administration. This is a preliminary

figure based on 3 months' hard work. The great bulk of it, of

course, relates to security programs. More definite figures will

become available as appropriation requests are presented to the

Congress during the next few weeks.

, You will note that I have been talking about the new appro-
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priations for fiscal 1954. Actual cash savings for 1954 will be

determined only as Congress acts on the appropriation requests.

These savings will not reduce the effective military strength we
will deliver to ourselves and our allies during fiscal 1954. U^'
terrupts reading] Those deliveries are already appropriated for.

They are already on the books and in contracts. [Continues

reading] : Deliveries actually will be speeded up through the re-

duction of lead time, and concentration on producing those items

which make the most military sense for the immediate future.

Establishing the most effective relationship between defense

requirements and economic capability in these days is probably

the most complex and ramified problem to be faced by any gov-

ernment. Practically everyone concerned with the problem can

with some justification be a special pleader.

But I am sure that what the overwhelming majority of Ameri-

cans want to believe is that their Government is working with

diligence and intelligence to bring about as rapidly as possible a

condition of true military strength. I also believe that the over-

whelming majority of the people of the free world appreciate

the fact that a healthy American economy and a functioning

economy in their own home country are inseparable from true

defense.

Furthermore, I have a deep conviction that all these people

possess a fundamental common sense which permits them to grasp

the difference between a quiet, steady, long-term improvement

in their defense position and the tempests stirred up by public

arguments over the artificial arithmetic which is so easy to

produce in the defense field.

The program we are presenting is a long-term program, calling

for a steady and adequate flow of men and materials to present

a position of genuine strength to any would-be aggressor.

The basic elements of our strategic problem have not mate-

rially changed in recent years, and certainly not in recent days.

The areas and peoples vital to our Nation's welfare are the same

as they have been for a long time. What we are doing is to
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adopt a new policy for the solution of the problem.

This change in policy is radical and cannot be effected over-

night. There exists what is, in effect, a straitjacket, comprising

prior authorizations, appropriations, and contracts.

The essence of the change is this. We reject the idea that we
must build up to a maximum attainable strength for some specific

date theoretically fixed for a specified time in the future. De-
fense is not a matter of maximum strength for a single date. It

is a matter of adequate protection to be projected as far into the

future as the actions and apparent purposes of others may
compel us.

It is a policy that can, if necessary, be lived with over a period

of years.

Finally, I would like to remind you of what I have said many
times before, and will probably say many times again.

Security based upon heavy armaments is a way of life that has

been forced upon us and on our allies. We don't like it; in fact,

we hate it. But so long as such an unmistakable, self-confirmed

threat to our freedom exists, we will carry these burdens with

dedication and determination.

Our hope and our prayer is that this dedication and determi-

nation will bring about a world condition when we can once

again return to the arts of peace, which we have always and will

always cherish above all other arts.

That is the end of my statement. I read it because I wanted

to make it exactly as I have been thinking over it in these recent

days. Now gentlemen, the rest of the time is yours.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, can

you tell us of any specific field in which there will be a reduction,

say, in the size of forces, or what effect this might have, say, on

the Air Force, its plans to build up to—I think it's 143 groups?

THE PRESIDENT. As to long-term objectives that may have been

specified, I can't tell you exactly what will be the effect. But I

can tell you this: there will be more buildup in 1954 ^han was
possible under the operations and the activities as they were
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proceeding in January of this year. This is due to the shortening

up of lead times, and the concentration on critical areas and

items.

Q. Mr. FoUiard: May I put it this way, Mr. President? As a

result of these cuts, will we have fewer people in the armed
services in the days ahead?

THE PRESIDENT. If you look far enough ahead, Mr. FoUiard,

that is possibly true. We cannot tell yet, because we have been

here only 90 days. There is a tremendous job of inspecting and
analyzing of forces, personnel, activities throughout the world.

It stretches all the way around the world, this activity of which
we are speaking. It is impossible to find the utmost of efficiency,

businesslike methods, starting right back at the production line,

until you get to the end. So until we know what those examina-
tions, analyses, and corrections will yield, we cannot say what the

final result will be.

Q. Anthony Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, this in-

creased buildup in 1954, will that be in all three of the armed
forces?

THE PREsroENT. I should think so.

Q. Mr. Leviero: In general?

THE PREsroENT. Again I say I should think so; and I say this

advisedly: we have been going over these things—^you do get a

little bit confused in trying to remember exact detail.

But the fact is that in this coming year, there is nothing de-

ducted in the way of money, and there is added the idea of shorten-

ing up of lead times, and getting these things proper.

Q. Richard Harkness, National Broadcasting Company: If

you attain this preliminary figure of an $8j/2 billion decrease, sir,

will that not mean a balanced Federal budget in the coming
fiscal year?

THE PRESIDENT. No, it docs not, bccausc I particularly speci-

fied new money, money that you are requesting in new authoriza-

tions. To be exact, the budget now before the Congress asked

for 72.9 billion. This is an 8.4—at least in that order, 8^—^re-
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duction in that, that we now beUeve we can do after this 90 days.

And I am giving you that, as I say, as a tentative figure. But

that is not the deficit. The deficit comes about from the amount

of the appropriated money of this year that will be spent, added

to the amount of carried-over money that will be spent, and

deduct from that your anticipated revenues. Incidentally, an-

ticipated revenues will probably be a bit lower. Now, that is the

deficit. Therefore the 9.9 which you probably had in your mind

will not be reduced by 8.5 . No, it will not.

Q. Edwin Dayton Moore, United Press : I want to get straight-

ened out, is this 8.5 just in defense and military aid, or is it the

overall?

THE PRESIDENT. Overall, and I said, the great bulk of which,

of course, is in security programs.

Q. Mr. Moore: Will you give us some figures on military and

foreign aid?

THE PRESIDENT. No.

Q. Jack L. Bell, Associated Press: At least one Member of Con-

gress has said your 8.5 savings in appropriations will be translated

into a 4.4 savings in expenditures. Do you have such a figure?

In other words, actual spending?

THE PRESIDENT. We have, of course, dealt with all kinds of

figures, and the reason I told you that—actual figures or estimates

are not going to be available until we go before Congress, because

there is no sense in creating confusion. We are not certain of

those figures, and there will be changes, both in the expenditure

figures and in the new appropriations figures. I am giving you

simply the order of the savings that we expect to accomplish in the

new appropriations.

Q. Mr. Bell: You are not prepared at this time to give any

figure?

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct.

Q. James R. Shepley, Time Magazine: Some of us are under

the impression, sir, that this year of maximum exposure that you

now discourage, came about because the Joint Chiefs of Staff
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thought that in 1954 the Soviets could deliver an atomic attack

on the United States. Is there something now that is available to

you and the Joint Chiefs of Staff which indicates that will not be

a possibility?

THE PRESIDENT. I am uot goiug to quarrcl with their estimate

on when they will have atomic bombs. But I do not admit that

anyone can predict when, if ever, another government would

want to launch global war. I just don't believe there is a neces-

sary relationship between those two concepts.

Q. [Speaker unidentified]. United Press: Is it true, sir, that

considering the carryover funds and other money available, that

there will be about as much money for our allies in the new year

as in the present?

THE PRESIDENT. You mcau as much money spent in 1954? I

have forgotten the exact figure.

Q. About how much?
THE PRESIDENT. As a matter of fact, I must tell you, I definitely

determined not to talk in more exact figures than I have already

given you today because I was so certain that some of them would

become confused. I have dealt with nothing but figures for

weeks. I will say this: the expenditure program for 1954, of

course, is very largely fixed. As I said, it is in something of a strait-

jacket, so that the changes that will be made will be gradual.

But I will not be more exact on the expenditure program for for-

eign aid in 1954 than that.

Q. Joseph R. Slevin, New York Journal of Commerce: Mr.

President, could you explain in a little more detail how your long-

range concept of a long-range program differs from the previous

administration's military program, which called for reaching a

peak of strength sometime in 1955, and then maintaining that

strength over the long pull?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, let me ask you this: if you have a maxi-

mum production program, to reach maximum strength by July

I St, 1954—1955—or any other figure, how do you then suddenly

level off and maintain it? It is simply not possible. You cannot
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suddenly reach with all your production lines up and say every-

thing is shut off and becomes zero. You have a job of leveling

this thing out, and it means it has to be approached really, liter-

ally, many, many months ahead. So it's a change—instead of

going to a maximum in the belief you can predict at a certain

point—to do this thing in as orderly a fashion, making always the

economic factor the secondary, but the important support to your

strictly defense factor.

Now, it is really no more susceptible of exact statement than

that, but you cannot go full blast with all productive capacity to

a single point and then suddenly just level off. You can't do it.

Q. Frank O'Brien, Jr., Associated Press: Since presumably not

all of the 8.5 reduction in appropriations will be reduction in

spending during fiscal 1954, is it now definite that there will not

be a balanced budget for fiscal 1954?

THE PRESIDENT. WcU, I think it would be safe to say that you

can't achieve—I don't see how you can achieve complete balance

in your expenditure program. I don't believe it could be done.

Q, Sarah McClendon, Texas papers: Mr. President, last fall,

Congressman Mahon, who was then the chairman of the Mili-

tary Appropriations Subcommittee, said that the House Appro-

priations Committee would cut the budget by 10 billion. Now,
if they cut it below your 8.4 billion, would they seriously hamper
the defense program, do you feel?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, if they cut very far, it would require very

definite changes in policy, yes.

Actually, these people that I am talking about—the profes-

sional people, the civilians, everybody else—^have been working

very hard to find that money that you can find in a hurried or,

you might say, an intensive but quick examination of this thing.

There will finally be great or, at least, other savings accomplished.

When you get into the field of logistics, of procurement, stor-

age, issue, evacuation, care of sick and wounded, there are lots

of places; but I would say that those cuts cannot be made
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suddenly and in great amount without causing a great deal of

embarrassment.

Q. Marvin Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Can you tell us, on

the basis of the outline you have given us, what the possibilities

seem to you to be for a tax cut now? Any change in that?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not going to speculate on that one

just now, Mr. Arrowsmith.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Do your figures,

Mr. President, include an expenditure for the Korean war?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. They include certain items that have

never been included before; for example, budgeting for

ammunition.

Q. Mr. Wilson: Does that anticipate a reduction in the cost of

the Korean war over last year?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't believc I have got the exact com-

parison of it, Mr. Wilson. I don't believe I have.

Q. Mr. Wilson: I would like to ask you one final question.

Does your new policy indicate that there will be a new kind of a

defense establishment? The point I am getting at

THE PRESIDENT. Not radical, not radical. We do want to con-

centrate more on the latest weapons, and in this buildup that I

am talking about—orderly buildup—constantly getting the latest

and best to prevent the factor of obsolescence from overtaking us

too quickly. That is one factor for which we take a little bit of

credit.

Q. Mr. Wilson : Are those the critical items of which you speak?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, indeed.

Q. Mr. Wilson: Mr. President, do these figures in your pro-

gram mean that there will be a new team on your Joint Chiefs

of Staff after their terms expire?

THE PRESIDENT. I am afraid that is something you will have to

talk to the Secretary of Defense about. That is his responsibility.

Q. Paul R. Leach, Chicago Daily News: Mr. President, this

question was asked a little while ago, but I did not get the answer

clearly. You were asked if you regarded, with this reduction in
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cash spending, a reduction also in income, whether it is definite

that there will not be a balanced budget for 1954 fiscal?

THE pREsroENT. I said I thought it was safe to predict that

complete balance in the expenditure program probably would not

be achieved. I don't know; I don't see how the full amount can

be met. However, I will tell you this: there is progress made in

that direction every day.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, if you

open up the Key West agreement, will you open up also the roles

and missions assignments made there?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I must tcU you, Mrs. Craig, I am not

going back into some of those things. I have got other things

that occupy my time, and I have got people to go into them.

Now finally it will

Q. Mrs. Craig: I thought the message to Congress would

mention this.

THE PRESIDENT. ^it wiU bc—there are certain philosophies

of control, particularly emphasizing civilian control, that are con-

tained in the plan that went to Congress today, and I assume

that will be made public in a day or so.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press : Mr. President, do you plan

to spend some time in Colorado this summer?

THE PRESIDENT. I hopc SO. [Laughter]

Q. Mr. Smith : Could you give us a little run down on when
we go? [Laughter]

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU be perfectly frank with you. I

think that whatever Congress does would determine something

of my own moves. And I will promise this group this, if it is of

any interest to you : as quickly as I get any real information on

it, then I will let you know, and let you know what I expect to

do; because I realize that you people, after all, go on vacations,

too. I would like to go, and I am planning on doing it, if the

situation here in Washington will allow me.

Q. Sterling F. Green, Associated Press : I wanted to ask

whether there remains in your request a $5/2 billion item for
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production equipment to provide mobilization base?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't remember the size of that item. I don't

remember the size of it.

Q. Mr. Green: Does it remain an identifiable item?

THE PRESIDENT. I don't See how you can take it out completely.

Q. Laurence H. Burd, Chicago Tribune: Can you say, sir,

in what year you do expect a balanced budget? Do your studies

go that far?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I would havc to put it relatively. I

must say that a great deal of my waking moments are given over

to that problem. And we are going to do it. Now, that's all I

can say.

Q. [Speaker unidentified]. Journal of Commerce: Mr. Presi-

dent, since you expect to shorten lead time on military items, will

the defense expenditures be greater over the next several months?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that is probably true. I haven't asked

for the exact schedule of output of money, but that would sound

to me like it were true, yes. And it would mean also, of course,

a very reduced carryover of money that is appropriated and has

not yet been raised at the end of the fiscal year 1954. If 7^^
use up some of that carryover now, and then don't ask for as much
new money as you have in the past, then you reduce that carry-

over from an $81 billion figure down to something else.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Mr. President,

do we have an estimate of income for 1954 yet?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, wc do; but as a matter of fact, I am not

going to give it today, because this morning the question was raised

as to its authenticity.

There is one in the budget now before Congress. You know
that; I think it is—68,7 isn't it?—that is close to it. But there

is some question raised about it.

Q. John O'Donnell, New York News: Mr. President, in regard

to the Nelson committee study of the Defense departments, their

recommendations which I imagine will be released very

shortly
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THE PRESIDENT. NclsOn?

Q. Mr. O'Donnell: Nelson Rockefeller. Oh, I beg your par-

don. It is my mistake, sir.

THE PRESIDENT. Go ahead. Now I am on the track.

Q. Mr. O'Donnell: I wanted to ask on what lines their views

went toward reorganization of the Defense Department with this

idea in mind, that over the years there had been two schools of

thought, fundamentally: one that wanted to have a loose federa-

tion of the services, each one sovereign in its own right; and the

other school of thought that wanted strong central control. I

wanted to ask which, could you tell me—to which school of

thought do you subscribe to—and the Nelson Rockefeller

THE PRESIDENT. Well, first of all, I am not certain how the

Nelson Rockefeller committee met that problem because, you see,

they have been my committee for reorganizing in other depart-

ments of Government. And when it came to the Defense De-

partment, because of the size of it, I loaned them to Mr. Wilson,

who appointed a committee of his own, and they were incorpo-

rated into it. Now, just exactly what that committee felt about

the points you raise, I don't know.

I do feel this : that all of us agree that each of these departments

should be separately administered, that it is inconsistent, I should

say, with good management that we don't have real central di-

rection so far as there are any fields in which duplication or waste

can occur. The business of war, and preparing for war, has just

got so unconscionably expensive that we cannot waste one single

dollar uselessly.

Now, the purpose of putting a strong business organization

—

which you devoutly hope will stay out of details that are none of

its business; but after all, people are human, we understand that

—

their purpose is to save money through effective management for

the United States of America. Now, that's what it is.

And what they have to do: I don't believe that any of us are

smart enough—and I put in 40 years in that business, as you
know—I don't believe any of us are smart enough to lay out a
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blueprint for a perfect organization. I believe you have to try

something and correct it a little, and try something else and cor-

rect it a Uttle. Sometimes you never really get done—^we finally

go to war, many things affect organization. So I think here, I

hope we never get so rigid and solidified that we can't change

when we need to.

Q. Thomas O'Neill, Baltimore Sun: Day before yesterday the

Army announced they were taking the 5th Division out of service.

THE PRESIDENT. It did what?

Q. Mr. O'Neill : It was taking the 5th Division out of service

—

deactivating it—a training division. Was that done after con-

sultation with you?

THE PREsroENT. No, that would not have to come to me, and

I haven't heard of it before.

Q. Mr. O'Neill: Will the budget reductions you are contem-

plating bring about a balanced cash budget in fiscal 1954, sir?

THE PREsroENT. That is the third time that question has been

asked, and I will answer it again. I don't think that it possibly

can, because the expenditures for 1954 are already fixed by con-

tracts, by commitments that we cannot get out of. It can't be

done. That new money has nothing to do, really, with the cash

budget for 1954.

Q. Mr. O'Neill: I was speaking of the—of the cash income

and cash outgo, not the

THE PREsroENT. The income is fixed by tax law, isn't it? Not

fixed by this budget that we are asking for at all. It is fixed by

tax law. The outgo i§ fixed by plans that are already in existence,

by appropriations that have already been made. Now, largely

that is true. You have certain detailed differences.

But there is nothing much you can do about that particular

item that you raise.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Texas papers: Sir, are you planning a

conference Saturday with the Govemor of Texas and the Gover-

nor of Colorado on the question of oil imports?

THE PREsroENT. I havcu't heard of it. I am having all the
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Governors here very quickly; but the only thing I heard, I have

been challenged to a golf game by one of the Governors.

[Laughter]

Q, Mrs. McClendon: Which one?

THE PRESIDENT. I think it was Texas. I am afraid he's too

good.

Q. [Speaker unidentified], Akron Beacon Journal: Mr. Presi-

dent, can you comment on Representative Ayres' of Ohio request

to you to hold up a Veterans Administration order legalizing dis-

counts on GI housing loans?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I havcu't heard it.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.

NOTE : President Eisenhower's eighth Executive Office Building at 3 p.m.

news conference was held in the on Thursday, April 30, 1953.

63 ^ Letter to the President of the Senate and to

the Speaker of the House of Representatives

Recommending Establishment of a Commission on

Foreign Economic Policy. May 2, 1953

[ Released May 2, 1953. Dated May i, 1953 ]

Dear ;

In the Message which I sent to the Congress on April seventh

requesting a one-year extension of the present Reciprocal Trade

Agreements Act, I referred to the need for a thorough reexami-

nation of our whole foreign economic policy.

I now recommend that a commission be established to make

this review. The review should provide the basis for action

during the next session of the Congress.

It is my belief that the proposed commission should be made

up of members of the Congress appointed by the Vice President

and the Speaker of the House, and members appointed by my-
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self from outside the Congress. It should be representative of

both major parties. This is appropriate since commercial policy

is an integral part of our total foreign policy for which broad

national support is vital.

This commission naturally should work within the framework

of our foreign policy and our global defense plans. Close liaison

should be maintained with the group set up under the auspices

of the State Department to follow up the economic and financial

talks held earlier this spring between the United States and

various European countries.

The commission should study all existing legislation and the

regulations and administrative procedures stemming from it which

bear directly on our foreign economic relations. This review

should seek to determine how these laws can be modified or im-

proved so as to achieve the highest possible levels of international

trade without subjecting parts of our economy to sudden or serious

strains.

An inquiry of this nature is imperative. The economic policy

of this nation exercises such a profound influence on the entire

free world that we must consider carefully each step we take.

Changes in foreign economic policy—even those which at first

have relatively slight consequences within this country—may
either strengthen our allies or plunge them into a downward spiral

of trade and payment restrictions, lower production, and declining

living standards.

Our foreign economic policy also has important implications

here at home. Declining imports will necessarily mean falling

exports, resulting in a serious loss of markets for our agriculture

and other industries. Expanded imports may require some ad-

justments in our country. We must make sure that changes in

foreign economic policy consonant with our position as the world's

greatest creditor nation do not benefit particular groups at the

expense of the national welfare, but we must also make sure

that such changes do not place unequal burdens on particular

groups.
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As I indicated in my previous Message, the achievement of a

strong and self-supporting economic system in the free world,

capable of providing adequate defense against aggression and of

achieving rising standards of living, must be a cooperative effort.

Through increasing two-way international trade and stimulating

in every practical way the flow of private investment abroad we
can strengthen the free world, including ourselves, in natural and

healthy ways. By so doing, we can lessen and ultimately eliminate

the heavy burden of foreign aid which we now bear. Both we
and our friends abroad earnestly desire to see regular trade and

investment replace grant assistance.

In launching a broad-gauge study into the question of what

our foreign economic policy should be, I think we can prepare

the way for a fuller utilization of the economic strength of the

free world in the cause of peace and prosperity.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This is the text of identical Senate, and to the Honorable Joseph

letters addressed to the Honorable W. Martin, Jr., Speaker of the House

Richard M. Nixon, President of the of Representatives.

64 ^ Excerpts From the President's Remarks

Opening the White House Conference of Governors-

AS CHIEF EXECUTIVES of the States and of the Nation, you

and I have a tremendous responsibility for the security and wel-

fare of our people. It is fitting, it seems to me, that we should

consult on the overriding question of the peace and security of our

country.

The conduct of foreign affairs and the business ofwar and peace

are under our Constitution the responsibility of the Federal Gov-

ernment. But in times like ours the danger to our country involves
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the civilian population in the cities and towns and on the farms of

our States. The responsibility of all local governments is

immense.

Quite beyond the matter of responsibility is the matter of coun-

sel and judgment. All poUtical wisdom does not reside in the

White House, nor in the Executive Branch, nor in Washington

itself. It comes from the minds and hearts of sincere and devoted

men, wherever their field of action—^whether in Federal, State

and local government or in private life.

The purpose of these sessions is to share with you some of the

information we have and some of the plans we are making in the

area of national security.

It is our firm belief that in that way we can take a long step

toward the goal of a imited people determined to defend its way
of life, to prove worthy of the leadership of the free world,

NOTE : The complete text of the President's remarks was not released.

65 ^ Statement by the Presidenton the Fund-

Raising Campaign of theAmerican-Korean

Foundation. May 5, 1953

I STRONGLY ENDORSE this opening campaign of the Amer-
ican-Korean Foundation to be held June 7th to 14th.

Our own fighting men in Korea have been contributing to the

cause of Korean assistance much more than have we who have

remained at home. Our forces, having seen the great and cruel

needs of the Korean people, have responded in typical American

fashion. Now those needs will be further increased by the return

of sick and injured South Korean troops.

By contributing to this cause we can support the personal ef-

forts of our own troops. We will help sustain the power of the

Korean military effort. Moreover, we will demonstrate to our

Korean allies our sincere desire to develop ties of mutual under-
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standing and appreciation between America and the people of

Korea.

note: The White House release of vide a mutual bridge of aid and an

which the foregoing was a part stated exchange of culture between the

that the American-Korean Founda- American and Korean people. Rep-

tion, headed by Dr. Milton S. Eisen- resentatives of the Foundation met

hower, President of Pennsylvania with the President on the date of the

State College, was organized to pro- release.

66 ^ Special Message to the Congress on the

Mutual Security Program. May 5, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I recommend to the Congress the passage of legislation extend-

ing the Mutual Security Program in order to enable the United

States to carry out its responsibilities of leadership in building up

the security of the free world and the prospects for peace both for

ourselves and our allies.

The basic purpose of this Program is simply the long-term se-

curity of the United States living in the shadow of the Soviet

threat.

The program being submitted to you includes approximately $5

billion 250 million for military weapons and support directly to

the defense efforts of our friends and allies. It also includes ap-

proximately $550 million for technical, economic, and develop-

mental purposes designed to promote more effective use of the

resources of the free nations and thus to further the freedom and

security of all of us. This total represents a reduction of about

1.8 biUion from the previous Administration's 1954 budget.

The devotion of so large a portion of this request to military

purposes is a measure of the peril in which free nations continue

to live. The blunt, sober truth is that we cannot afford to relax

our defenses until we have seen clear, unmistakable evidence of
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genuinely peaceful purpose on the part of the Soviet Union. As

I strived to make clear to all peoples in my recent appeal for real

peace and trust among nations, we continue earnestly to hope

for such evidence, so that the world may turn its energies and re-

sources to serving the needs, rather than the fears, of mankind.

Until Soviet good faith is proven by deeds, the free nations

must rely on their own strength for the preservation of peace. To
fail to continue vigorously to strengthen our military forces would

be to risk wasting all our efforts for the past five years in defense of

our liberties.

Since the initiation of our major bi-partisan foreign aid pro-

gram in 1947, the accomplishments of the free world have been

very great. In Greece, the onrush of communist imperialism has

been halted and forced to recede. Out of the ruins left by that

aggression, a proud, self-reliant nation has re-established itself.

Threatened economic and political collapse in Western Europe

was averted through the intensive efforts of the great peoples of

that continent aided by American resources. Revitalized econ-

omies in Europe today are producing more than ever before and

are in a far better position to defend themselves from external or

internal aggression. In the Near East and Far East, American

aid is helping many new nations on their way to a better life for

their citizens. And the free nations everywhere—realistically fac-

ing the threat of Soviet aggression—^have in addition sought to

create, with American assistance, the military strength essential

to guard their security.

The Mutual Security Program for 1954 has been developed by

the new administration after the most careful study and delibera-

tion. All elements of the Program have been reviewed in great

detail, all proposals subjected to thorough scrutiny.

From this study I have come to certain clear conclusions.

First : The United States and our partners throughout the world

must stand ready, for many years if necessary, to build and main-

tain adequate defenses,
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Second: To accomplish this objective we must avoid so rapid

a military buildup that we seriously dislocate our economies. Mil-

itary strength is most effective—^indeed it can be maintained

—

only if it rests on a solid economic base.

Third: We must help the free nations to help themselves in

eradicating conditions which corrode and destroy the will for free-

dom and democracy from within.

Fourth: It is necessary to do more in the Far East. We are

proposing to make substantial additional resources available to

assist the French and the Associated States in their military efforts

to defeat the Communist Viet Minh aggression.

Fifth: Since it is impossible to forecast precisely the year and

moment when the point of maximum military danger may occur,

the only prudent course calls for a steady military buildup, with

our partners throughout the world, sustained and planned so as to

use our joint capabilities with maximimi efficiency and minimum
strain.

We must and shall keep steadfastly on the course we have set.

We must—so long as the present peril lasts—^keep constantly

growing in a military strength which we can support indefinitely.

These basic principles were agreed upon and applied in the suc-

cessful meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty Council just con-

cluded in Paris.

While the amounts requested for technical, economic and de-

velopmental purposes are small as compared with the military

support, these programs are nonetheless of the most vital im-

portance. They will be applied chiefly in South and Southeast

Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, and Africa. Through

these programs, the United States is proving its interest in helping

the peoples of these areas to work toward better and more hope-

ful conditions of life, to strengthen the foundations of opportunity

and freedom. To guard against the external military threat is

not enough: we must also move against those conditions exploited

by subversive forces from within.

I present this whole Program to you with confidence and con-
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viction. It has been carefully developed by the responsible mem-
bers of this administration in order to achieve—at least possible

cost—the maximum results in terms of our security and the se-

curity of our friends and allies. In my judgment, it represents a

careful determination of our essential needs in pursuing the policy

of collective security in a world not yet freed of the threat of

totalitarian conquest.

Unequivocally I can state that this amount of money judi-

ciously spent abroad will add much more to our Nation's ultimate

security in the world than would an even greater amount spent

merely to increase the size of our own military forces in being.

Were the United States to fail to carry out these purposes, the

free world could become disunited at a moment of great peril

when peace and war hang precariously in balance.

This is the way best to defend successfully ourselves and the

cause of freedom.

DwnroHT D. Eisenhower

note: The program to which the Executive Branch" (83d Cong., ist

President refers is published in a sess.).

Committee Print entitled "The Mu- The Mutual Security Act of 1953
tual Security Program for Fiscal Year was approved by the President on

1954; Basic Data Supplied by the July 16, 1953 (67 Stat. 152).

67 ^ Excerpts From the President's Remarks

Closing the White House Conference of Governors.

^^y 5. 1953

WE ARE very greatly obligated to you, because in coming here

you demonstrate a conviction that we feel every day: that there

has been too long neglected the proper relations between the

Federal government and the State governments in the solving of

our problems.

Yesterday I referred to the fact that there had been at least
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partial precedent for this particular meeting. I can't believe that

any of them was ever as successful as this one, especially from the

standpoint of the national administration. Everyone who has

been before you, everyone who has come to report to me on this

meeting, has stated that from our viewpoint it has been a

tremendous success.

Consequently, we are going to look forward to a time, some-

time in the future, when you can spare the time and we can be

together again.

We are deadly serious about this business of trying to find a

logical division between the proper functions and responsibilities

of the State and Federal government. We are—all of us here

—

deeply concerned that the Commission, for which we have asked

legislative authority, will soon be organized; that it will soon go

to work and will really go into the whole problem of the proper

division of tax fields. We hope it will be able to straighten out

our complicated tax system, checking up on those functions where

the Federal government has gotten into them too deeply.

I know—and I have the promise of your Chairman and your

executive committee—^that the Governors are going to cooperate.

As a matter of fact, you have a special committee in certain of

these fields to cooperate with us during this long and exhaustive

study. And I certainly hope that by the time we next meet, we
will have some kind of report that can enlist your support, so

that we can stand before the nation as a logical, decent organiza-

tion of function, responsibility and authority, as between Federal

and State government.

I would be remiss if I didn't attempt to thank each one of you

personally for coming. As I told you yesterday, never has there

been a meeting of Governors called by any Federal authority

where the percentage of attendance was so high. I believe there

are all but four of the States, and all of the Territorial Governors

here. So to each of you, my personal thanks. May I assure you

that you have helped us, and on the even more personal side, my
great satisfaction that I have got again to see so many old friends
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among you, and to form what I hope are new friendships. And
this goes, I must assure you, for those of both poUtical parties.

Thank you very much.

NOTE : The complete text of the President's remarks was not released.

68 ^ Address at theNewYork Republican State

Committee Dinner, Astor Hotel, NewYork City.

^o.y 7. 1953

Governor Dewey, Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen:

I suppose that you all know this is a very new experience for

me; and I showed, I think, my respect for the organization of a

one-hundred-dollar-a-plate political dinner by having mine on

the train. I should assure you I am now just a bureaucrat.

It is a very great pleasure to come here, a distinct honor to

meet with you people who—as your Governor said—by your

presence have shown your dedication to the cause of good

government.

And first, I should like to pay my own tribute to the govern-

ment that has been given to this State by Governor Dewey. I

think that he and the Party he has led have proved and shown

again to us one simple thing, what we can have through the dedi-

cation, the integrity, the unremitting devotion of honest men and

women in American government.

I should like, of course, additionally to single out a few of his

political associates to whom I would like to make reference.

Senator Ives, a tremendous ally and associate in Washington.

Len Hall, after long experience as one of your Congressmen from

this State, and as a surrogate, with a great personality, he comes

to a new position in leadership in the Republican Party; and may
I say that already he has done a lot for me. I personally think

that the Republican National Committee has chosen a real leader

for victory in 1954.
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I could not faU, of course, to mention Mr. PfeifFer, your State

Chairman, and his Vice Chairman, Miss Todd; and of course,

the National Committeemen Russel Sprague and Judy Weis.

Now, my purpose this evening is to give you a very brief account

of what has been going on in Washington, what has been done by

the people that you have sent there to be your representatives in

running this complex business of the Federal government.

First of all, if I could really bring you an accurate picture of

what goes on, it would be done in this way: if I could take each

American—each voter—^in this country and take you down, one

day, to a Cabinet meeting, and allow you to sit there while there

came before that body some problem involving the welfare of the

United States of America, and for you to see the honest, devoted,

studious way in which that problem is pulled to pieces in all its

elements. There is discussed every factor that can seemingly

affect this coimtry, and from one broad general viewpoint: what
is good for the whole country.

Let me submit that as long as that philosophy can govern these

public servants, then your administration—^your governmental

representatives—can be the champions of every class, they can be

the champions of the farmer, of labor, of the capitalist, of the

business man, and the professional man, the educator, the white-

collar worker—and everybody else. Because, if they have the

overriding philosophy of what is good for America, then they

recognize, as indeed each of us must recognize, that his rights are

limited only by the equal rights of others. A realization and
practice of that elemental fact is, in my opinion, the secret for the

successful operation of representative free government.

If each of us realizes that any invasion of the rights of others

is the invasion of his own rights, we eliminate a lot of the troubles

that plague us today.

Now, the great objective, stated in slightly different terms in

this administration of the men and women of whom I speak, in

the Cabinet, and the heads of the great Departments, and their

subordinates, or the devoted men and women on the Hill, has been
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this: a government whose honor at home commands respect

abroad. It is as simple as that, because both these qualities are

essential in the defense of freedom. Because, you see, today, there

is no problem that is simply foreign or domestic. Every major

domestic problem has a direct and definite effect upon each of

our foreign problems. Vice versa is also true. Every principal

domestic problem that we have affects our foreign relations.

Prosperity at home means better living conditions for our friends

abroad—^with those with whom we trade. The security of our

personnel here at home—and by security, I mean the loyalty, de-

votion and dedication of those men to serve us—that affects every-

thing we do.

Only as late as 1949, American scientists were predicting that

it would be at least five years before anyone else had solved the

secret of nuclear fission. But they did not know that insecure

personnel had robbed their predictions of any validity whatsoever.

So this problem of ours, to find the right kind of people to serve

in your Federal government, affects everything we do in the for-

eign field.

The welfare of our whole agricultural society depends upon

our foreign trade. The great surpluses we have in certain of our

products cannot be absorbed in the long run unless there is ca-

pacity abroad to purchase them.

An expanding, liberal trade—^properly regulated trade—^is the

secret to success in many of our own industrial and agricultural

activities. And we must never forget it.

Labor peace here at home is essential to a position of sturdy

strength abroad, so that we may appear in the councils of the

world as men and women who are speaking from a position of

strength, not truculent strength, just confident strength, so that

words of peace may have weight.

And so as we strive and are determined to have a government

of integrity and efficiency at home, we are also struggling abroad

for a peace that is true and total.

As I have said, no peace can be a peace if it is either partial or
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punitive. So these men and women of whom I speak are always

conscious that in every effort to regulate affairs here at home, to

influence them, whether the problem be of taxes, or income, or

balancing the budget, or the farm program—everything they do

affects our standing abroad. And they are men and women of

the caliber and character to take those complex understandings

into their own hearts and minds, and come up at least with an

answer that is characterized, we hope, by common sense, and we
know by honesty.

They know that in Korea there must be a peace that is fair to

the Korean people. It likewise must be fair to those people lately

our enemies—at least fighting in the ranks of our enemies—^but

who, having been taken by the Allies are now seeking political

asylum. It must be fair to those people.

Now, working for this kind of peace, we must have a foreign

policy that is dedicated to promoting at home and in the world

those conditions of life in which freedom can survive, and thrive.

As we help other nations to be prosperous, to trade with us,

we are not doing this purely from a standpoint of altruism. This

is not a case of passing some man with a tin cup and dropping a

few pennies or coppers into his can. Not at all. We are working

from the position of enlightened self-interest, well knowing that

we—the greatest industrial, the mightiest power on earth—can-

not exist unless we have trade with foreign nations.

There are many products, as you well know, that we do not

possess—we do not produce. These we must have. They will

be obtained only through trade. And therefore, we must have

these countries not only producing the things we need, and trad-

ing with us, but there must be in those areas a kind of government

that wants to trade with us. Once we would allow all these areas

to fall into the hands of people who would be delighted to see our

trade cut off, then indeed we would be in a sorry situation.

Now, of course, in this exchange of goods we want to see it

grow wider and bigger to the benefit of all. There are always, in

all such generalities—^such truisms—a limiting factor. We know
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well that we cannot in all cases permit a complete and unregu-

lated flow of goods into this country. But the job that you have

given your servants in Washington is so to regulate that trade as

to help to the greatest possible extent our political position—our

strength in the world, as well as our economic position at home.

And again, I say, the two things are definitely and directly related.

Now, this American foreign policy must have three marks: it

must be total, it must neglect no area in the world, it must be

clear so that all of us can understand it, and it must be consistent.

It cannot merely be a succession of reactions to someone else's ac-

tion. We must have a policy that is pursued vigorously, by in-

telligent, straight-forward men and women, who believe

thoroughly in the moral standards by which that policy has been

devised, and who are using only honorable means in extending it

throughout the world. That does not mean a complete and total

dependence upon military strength, although of course we must

have military strength. It covers the entire gamut of spiritual,

intellectual, cultural, economic, industrial and military life.

I stress again that no foreign policy really deserves the name,

if it is merely the reflex action from someone else's initiative.

That is the one thing that must be avoided, if we are to win

through to peace, in the situation in which the world now finds

itself so often very imhappily involved.

So we must remain strong to stay free. We must stand ever

ready to work with all nations in good faith in order to lift the

burden of arms from the backs of men, fears from the hearts of

men, the fears of isolation and desertion in any country which

seeks our friendship and wants to work with us.

It is in all these directions that I have so hastily covered, that

these men and women in Washington are working to serve you.

We believe that they are producing a government at home of

which you will be proud. One that will be characterized by com-

mon sense, by integrity, by the probity of action of the individuals

composing it, and which will, therefore, be respected abroad.

It has regard for your pocketbook. It strives to lower your

265



^ 68 Public Papers of the Presidents

taxes, but it knows also that unless your Nation's bills are paid,

any prior attempt to lower taxes is likely to prove only an il-

lusory promise, because if your money continues to cheapen, then

the following year expenses will be greater. Likewise, it is equally

alert to the dangers of going too far in the direction that could be

called deflationary.

The problem of government in its home operations is to retain

that balance on the line dictated by conmion sense—that retains

the value of our money for people who invest in long-term sav-

ings, insurance policies, and all other kinds of savings of that kind,

and at the same time never go so far in that direction as to cause,

again, unemployment.

And I want to close by saying to you that this government has

already organized informally, and is moving rapidly to put on a

more formal basis, a topflight organization that will have no other

activity, and no other responsibility, except to keep watching the

economy of this country, in order to retain that kind of stability,

that kind of industrial level that will give everybody confidence;

that will encourage investment, encourage savings. In short, to

encourage again the private initiative of 158 million Americans.

Ladies and gentlemen, for the very great honor you have done

me this evening in asking me here and listening to me so courte-

ously, I thank you—^not only for that, but again in the words of

Governor Dewey, for what you have done in the past.

Thank you very much.

NOTE : The President in his opening Todd, Chairman and Vice-Ghairman

words referred to Leonard W. Hall, of the New York Republican State

Chairman of the Republican Na- Committee, and to J. Russel Sprague

tional Committee. He later referred and Mrs. Charles Weis, Jr., members

to William L. PfeifFer and Miss Jane of the Republican National Com-
mittee.
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69 ^ Address at theNewYork Republican State

Committee Dinner, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New

York City. May 7, 1953

Governor Dewey, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

It is indeed a great honor to be with you this evening. And

for me, this evening has several unusual or most unique occur-

rences. In the first place, I wonder if you could imagine how I

am impressed by a hundred-doUar-a-plate dinner. Since I was

invited to two, I made a very good compromise and had my
dinner on the train. And I think it is only those of you who have

attained some years on the order of mine, who can remember

when it was the fashion to pitch a double-header on the same day.

Seemingly, they are bringing back the custom, because that is

what I am doing tonight.

I should like to start off in making my simple report to you this

evening, by first paying my tribute to your Governor, and to the

government that he has established and given you for the past

eleven years in this State. He has shown what honesty and effi-

ciency and concem for all humans can do in government, so that

your State stands as a leader—as a matter of fact, as an example

for others in many lines of true and proper State endeavor. He
has shown, in short, what can be accomplished by people—as he

expresses it—great groups of people dedicated to the cause of

serving the people, or as we might express it, working for the

people and not just "working them."

I should like, also, to pay a special and personal tribute to others

of his associates—^helpers—in this State. To Senator Ives, who

has been such a tower of strength and assistance in Washington

during these momentous days. To an old representative of yours,

Len Hall, a man who by his experience and personality I feel is

pre-eminently qualified to lead the Party to the victory they must

have in 1954.

Of course, before such a gathering, I could not fail to mention
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your Chairman, Mr. Pfeiffer, and his Vice Chairman, Miss Todd.

Likewise, your Committeemen Russel Sprague and of course Judy

Weis.

Now I shall attempt to tell you something, in rather broad

and general strokes, of what your government—^the people you

sent to Washington last November—^has been trying to do in

your service.

First of all, let us not get too complicated an idea in our heads

of what government is. Government is men and women. It is

men and women assigned to jobs in your service—^jobs sometimes

designed and prescribed by the Constitution, sometimes by the

laws of the land, and other times not even that formally, but they

are there, all working together, to perform those functions that are

necessary to the welfare of the United States.

Which brings me to the first governing policy, or ideal, of the

men and women that are now serving you in Washington. I refer

not only to those in high appointive positions of government,

those serving under them, those serving on the legislative Hill

—

everybody that is grouped together to put over the program that

is so necessarynow for this country.

Their guiding policy is: the welfare of 158 million Americans.

Now that is a simple generalization to make, but it does a very

definite thing for a public servant, if he lives by it. He can and

should be the champion of the farmers, of the laborers, of the

bankers, of the businessmen and the professional men, the edu-

cator, the white-collar worker. No matter who, he can be the

champion of each, because his over-all and governing policy is

what is good for all the people. The rights of each group, just

like the rights of each individual are limited by one factor only:

similar rights of others.

And might I point out that this is probably the most obvious and

possibly also the most neglected truth of all representative or free

government; each of us to realize that our rights to be maintained

must be limited by equal rights for others; and wherever and

whenever we unjustly attack those rights of others, we are by that
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same action attacking our own rights, and they will inevitably

fall, unless we preserve that attitude of respect for the rights of

others.

And I assure you, ladies and gentlemen, if there is one ruling

passion among this group of men, with whom it is my high privi-

lege to serve—^men and women—^it is that they will observe the

rights of all, and in so doing be able to work justly and fairly for

the rights of everyone.

Stated in another way, the ideal of that group is this: a govern-

ment whose honor at home commands respect abroad. Both are

essential in the defense of freedom. Unless there is a government

of honor at home, it will not be supported by all our people, it

will not have that universal strength—that universal support

which is the true strength of democracy. It will not command

respect abroad, and if it does not command respect abroad, then

our interests cannot be maintained, because our voices and counsel

will be ignored, there will be no true, spiritual and moral base to

support the protestations for peace that we make before all the

world. So, a government of honor at home that deserves respect,

and commands respect, abroad.

Another point to make in this connection, ladies and gentlemen,

is this: that there is no true division, no true and simple segrega-

tion of problems into foreign and domestic. The major and over-

whelming foreign problem of our time colors, accentuates and

emphasizes every problem we have at home. The relationship

between our Budget, our tax burden, our men in Korea, is easily

established with the difficulty that we are having today in a world

where the peace and dignity of man is threatened. The very

prosperity of this country is inextricably tied up with the pros-

perity of those countries with whom we must trade in the world.

There are countries from which we must get materials which are

absolutely vital to our economy.

We are, of course, the great exponents of what we might call

the steel age. Yet I am sure that all of you are aware that we
make scarcely a ton of steel in this country without vastly impor-
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tant imports—^manganese and the alloys that go into our finest

steel. Without them we would be practically helpless.

The security in the personnel that you have in your govern-

ment service is of tremendous importance to us in our foreign

relationships. As late as early 1949 certain eminent scientists,

well-informed scientists, were predicting that it would be some

years yet, possibly five, before any other country solved the secret

of the atomic bomb. They did not know that their predictions

were rendered completely invalid by the disloyalty of certain

people serving in our own government.

All of these problems have a relationship, one to the other.

The farmer—^today there would be no possible prosperity for the

farm population of our country except that we have a prosperous

foreign trade. We have certain surpluses that have no outlet

except in this foreign trade. They must be capable of buying our

goods—these other countries. And consequently the prospect of

keeping up, increasing, the flow of mutually profitable trade with

all of these countries—^these free countries in the world, whose

economic health and military strength is so important to us—^is

one of the prime and necessary objectives of the men and women
attempting to serve you in Washington. We strive for a govern-

ment of integrity and efficiency at home, while abroad we strive

simultaneously for a peace that is true and total.

As I have tried to explain, a peace cannot be a real peace if it

is either merely partial, or if it is punitive. Peace cannot be

something with which to punish, or it is no peace. It cannot be

partial because if it were only partial, it would either neglect

areas—important areas of the world, or it would neglect certain

functions. If it were a peace which we attempted to base strictly

on military strength, it would not be peace. There must be the

great strength that comes from moral rightness, from knowing

that we are just and fair with all peoples. There must be the

intellectual strength that comes from knowing that people consider

us just and fair by our actions. There must be economic strength

so we might make a living and keep up such military strength
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as is possible and necessary. There must be, of course, military

strength. We must cover, then, peace in its entirety, in its impact

upon human beings, not only here but in every comer of the

world, if it is to be peace.

Now, along with this, if it is to be durable, we must create

conditions in which freedom can survive, and thrive. If we allow

any section of the world that is vital to us, because of what it

provides us, through trade—^say, manganese, or uranium, or co-

balt—anything that we need—if we allow any of those areas

either to become so impoverished it cannot produce the things

we need, or if we allow it to fall to a form of government inimical

to us, that wants to see freedom abolished from the earth, then

we have trouble indeed.

It is on such simple facts as these, ladies and gentlemen, that

your foreign policy is founded and established and maintained.

There is nothing mysterious about it. All of this springs from

the enlightened self-interest of the United States of America.

But it does, fortunately for us, lead us into fields in which our

whole moral cells approve of the actions that we take for collec-

tive security, strength and health. And so we have the satisfac-

tion of approval of our own conscience, as we proceed along this

direction.

And so this body of men and women, as they struggle with all

of the intelligence that they have, with their combined experi-

ence—and may I say to you, in great humility and in devout

attitude—as they struggle to find the right answers, they know

that we must create and maintain conditions that promote profita-

ble and increasing trade between us and other vital areas of the

world—areas vital to us—occupied by our friends.

Now, working for this kind of peace, of course, demands a

policy that is dedicated to promoting at home and in the world,

a policy that respects the rights of everybody, not only our friends

but as, for example, in Korea, no less those people who have been

only lately fighting in the ranks of our enemies. People that have

become our prisoners, cannot by any manner of means be denied
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the right on which this country was founded—and which indeed

has been responsible for the presence here of most of the people,

or at least great numbers of the people in the United States

today—the right of political asylum against the kind of political

persecution that they fear and do not like. Consequently, to

force those people to go back to a life of terror and persecution

is something that would violate every moral standard by which

America lives. Therefore, it would be unacceptable in the

American code, and it cannot be done.

But, within these limits of moral rectitude and rightness, there

is no one that will ever find America's hand of friendship hidden.

It will always be extended. It will be ready to meet anyone

half-way, as long as deeds and not mere rhetoric and words are

there to substantiate the sincerity of their purpose. Particularly,

this kind of policy invites all right-minded peoples to work and

speak and think for freedom, conceived in the kind of terms that

do respect the dignity of man and the moral rightness of his

existence.

Unless we have this kind of moral background for a policy, I

say again, it is inimical, it is antagonistic to America's basic

precepts, and therefore unacceptable.

Which brings me to say that this group of men and women
working for you are acutely aware of one basic fact. It is this : free

government is founded primarily in a deeply-felt religious faith.

I think that is not hard to prove in the case of America. Our own

founders, you will recall, in their Declaration, thought it neces-

sary to explain to the world the reason for this new form of gov-

ernment, on what it was based, its nature, its character. They

said, you will remember, a decent respect for the opinions of man-

kind impels them to declare the reasons which led to the separa-

tion. And then, they said, "We hold that all men are endowed

by their Creator." They did not try to say that these rights came

about because people had moved to the shores of America. They

said "are endowed by their Creator," because they knew no other
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simple, direct and positive way to explain this new form of

government.

So, these men and women working for you are acutely aware of

that relationship, which in their opinion, really, is the beginning

of wisdom, in the business of attempting to conduct the govern-

ment for a free, self-governing people.

Now, foreign policy must be total. It must be clear, and it

must be consistent. By total, I mean that it must ignore no area

or no people of the world. If it is to be truly permanent, it must

be all-inclusive. It does not rely, as I said before, on military

might alone. It takes in every kind of factor that touches upon
human right. It must be clear, so that it may be understood.

And again, I repeat, the foreign policy that America is trying to

follow, based upon decency and justice, is clear to all—^unless they

deliberately shut their eyes to its meaning, its purpose.

Now, it must be consistent because it must not be merely reflex

action from the action of others. It must be a policy that is pur-

sued because it is understood and supported at home, and under-

stood and respected abroad. It must be pursued through all kinds

of crises. It must not be truculent, but it must be firm and strong.

These are the directions in which our policy must go, if it is

going to bring to us, in our time, peace and security. We must be

ready, always, to work with all nations in good faith. We work
with these nations in order to lift the material burdens of the ex-

pense of armaments from the backs of men, to avoid the diversion

from productive purposes of the sweat of our laborers, the genius

of our management, our material resources, in this country. Oth-

ers have like burdens and are less able to bear them. So we
struggle to lift from the backs of men that kind of burden, and
from their hearts, the burden of fear. We are trying to bring to

all men and women everywhere the right to go to sleep and sleep

peacefully, secure in that trust that they can place in their fellow

men, and not believing or fearing that before morning, before next

month, or before next year, an atomic bomb may come screaming

out of the air to cast destruction in its wake.
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Now, these are the directions in which we strive to give our peo-

ple government that is honored at home and respected in the

world,

I should say, or should like to add, as an observation about the

more definitely domestic and local problems, that the people of

whom I speak are quite well aware of the burden of taxes. You
could scarcely expect taxes to be forgotten by a man who is

threatened with the possibiUty, according to the experts, that he

may have to borrow 25 thousand dollars a year to carry on his

job. In any event, they are acutely aware of the burdens that this

country is bearing. They likewise know that there is no burden

that a united American people will not bear, if they know it is

necessary to preserve freedom in the world. They know what has

come to pass through the cheapening of our money. They are

trying to preserve policies that will defend and protect the long-

term investor, in life insurance, in savings accounts, in bonds, to

preserve that cornerstone of a capitaUstic system: the incentive

to invest in America.

In doing so, they are also aware of the very great danger of

making it difficult to save money, either through too high taxes,

or making money too dear or too scarce, so that it becomes sort of

a tightrope to walk between what you might call inflationary and

deflationary forces. All with the aim of keeping stabihty and

strength in this country, and doing justice to 158 million people.

These men and women, with whom I serve, think of these

things and a thousand related problems, every day. I know of

none of them that is not dedicated to your service, to the service of

all you know, to the service of the entire country; and their out-

look toward all the rest of the world is : what is good for the world

is certainly good for 158 million Americans who are such an im-

portant part of this great latter-day civilization.

Ladies and gentlemen, my thanks to each of you, not only for

the support evidenced by your presence here this evening, for a

group that is working to provide the kind of government I have

so haltingly attempted to describe. I thank you for what you have
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done in the past, by the confidence you have exhibited in these

people, and in me, to give an opportunity to this country to have

this kind of government, and make sure that it will work. And
so, for the honor you do me this evening in coming here, thank you

a lot.

note: During his address the Presi- man and Vice-Chairman of the New
dent referred to Leonard W. Hall, York Republican State Committee;

Chairman of the Republican Na- and J. Russel Sprague and Mrs.

tional Conmiittee ; William L. Charles Weis, Jr., members of the Re-

Pfeiffer and Miss Jane Todd, Chair- publican National Committee.

70 ^ Joint Statement Following Discussions

With Prime Minister St, Laurent of Canada.

THE PRESIDENT of the United States, the Secretary of State,

and other members of the Cabinet have held discussions during

the last two days with the Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. Louis S.

St. Laurent, and the Secretary of State for External Affairs, Mr.
L. B. Pearson. The meeting continued a long standing practice

of visits exchanged across the border between Prime Ministers of

Canada and Presidents of the United States. The conversations

consisted of a full and frank exchange of views on the world

situation in general and on United States-Canadian relations in

particular. They were conducted in that spirit of friendship and
cooperation which has long been characteristic of official discus-

sions between the two Governments and they revealed a far-

reaching identity of objectives.

In a survey of the world situation today, the President and the

Prime Minister gave particular emphasis to recent developments

in the USSR and the Soviet orbit and their effects upon the free

nations of the world. It was agreed that while every effort should

be made to bring about a relaxation of current tensions, the free

nations could not afford to diminish their efforts toward the
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achievement of united strength and ability to meet aggression.

Acts, not words, would be proof of Communist intentions.

Though recent developments in Korea where Canadian and

United States troops are fighting side by side have seemed more

hopeful, nevertheless, in Laos a new act of aggression has been

committed which might have serious consequences for Thailand

and the whole of Southeast Asia. These developments in South-

east Asia must cast doubt on Conraiunist intentions.

In the discussions on the European area, emphasis was placed

on the necessity of maintaining the momentum of vigorous sup-

port for NATO. .The achievements of the recent NATO Min-

isterial meeting were noted with satisfaction. It was agreed that

both countries must continue to do their full share to further

NATO objectives.

Views were exchanged concerning progress made toward the

expansion of world trade. It was recalled that trade between

the United States and Canada is greater than that between any

other two countries. The Prime Minister stressed the great im-

portance attached by Canada to the liberation and expansion of

world trade and expressed the hope that the United States would

play a role of leadership in this field. The President stated that,

as an interim step, the Administration has recommended to the

Congress the one-year renewal of the Reciprocal Trade Act and

intends to submit to the Congress shortly its proposals regarding

Customs Simplification. The President also pointed out that he

has recommended to the Congress the establishment of a Com-
mission to study all aspects of United States economic foreign

policy so that future policies will be comprehensive, constructive

and consistent.

The Prime Minister emphasized the importance to Canada of

an early start on the St. Lawrence project and the especial urgency

to Canada of the power development. The President assured the

Prime Minister that the United States is fully aware of Canada's

urgent need for St. Lawrence power. He said that he favored the

development of the United States share of St. Lawrence power
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under the authority of New York State and that he hoped for an

early favorable decision by the Federal Power Commission in this

matter. The President in this connection referred to the decision

of the Cabinet on this subject announced today. The Prime Min-

ister said that the Canadian Government was still prepared to

discuss United States participation in the international section,

provided that arrangements for power construction are completed

and provided the whole seaway would not be delayed. He stressed

again Canada's readiness to proceed at once with the work under

the Canadian St. Lawrence legislation of 195 1

.

Recognizing the importance to the free world of the adequate

defense of the North American continent, the President and the

Prime Minister emphasized the desirability and effectiveness of

cooperation on the basis of the Ogdensburg Declaration of 1940,

which established the Permanent Joint Board on Defense be-

tween Canada and the United States. Post-war arrangements

for continental defense have continued in this framework. It was
recognized by the Prime Minister and the President that joint

defense facilities erected in Canada under these arrangements

strengthen the defense and the security of both Canada and the

United States. The President assured the Prime Minister that

the United States, for its part, in such joint actions will continue

scrupulously to respect Canadian sovereignty.

The Prime Minister and the President reaffirmed the impor-
tance of continuing the wholehearted cooperation between the

two countries in the field of continental defense, and in the wider
field of international action designed to preserve and strengthen

peace.

note: The decision taken in Cabinet ferred to by the President, is pub-
on United States participation in the lished in the Department of State

St. Lawrence Seaway Project, re- Bulletin (vol. 28, p. 753).
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71 ^ Letter to General Ridgway, Supreme

Allied Commander, Europe, Regarding His

Nomination as Chief of Staffof the Army.

May 12, 1953

[ Released May 12, 1953. Dated May 9, 1953

1

Dear General Ridgway:

I am today forwarding the attached letter to the Chairman of

the Permanent Council requesting that appropriate action be

taken at an early date to secure your release from assignment as

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, in order that your services

may be available to fill the position of Chief of Staff, U.S. Army.

I desire that you occupy that post as a matter of great interest to

the United States and therefore feel fully justified in making this

request.

If the Permanent Council requests the U.S. to furnish your

successor, I am prepared, with the full agreement of my advisers,

to nominate General Gruenther for that appointment.

By this communication I request that you, as SACEUR, agree

to the early release of Admiral Carney from his appointment as

Commander-in-Chief, South. I desire to inform the Permanent

Council that it is my intention to appoint Admiral Camey as

Chief of Naval Operations and therefore am withdrawing his

services to N.A.T.O. with the agreement of the proper N.A.T.O.

military authorities.

The question of the successor to the positions of Commander-

in-Chief, South, and Chief of Staff, SHAPE, should be settled at a

later date upon receipt of recommendations by SACEUR.
As to procedure on these changes, the Secretaries of State and

Defense have reconmiended that previous procedures should be

generally adhered to. I am sending Brigadier General Beebe to
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Paris to work with you and Ambassador Draper on fulfilling these

matters.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The letter referred to by the Items 71-76 were part of a single

President is printed as Item 72. White House release.

72 ^ Letter to the Chairman, North Atlantic

Council, Requesting the Release of General

Ridgway as Supreme Allied Commander, Europe.

May 12, 1953

[ Released May 12, 1953. Dated May 9, 1953 ]

Dear Lord Ismay:

I am addressing you as Chairman of the Permanent Council

with the request that appropriate action be taken at an early date

to secure the release of General Matthew B. Ridgway from assign-

ment as Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, in order that his

services may be available to the United States to fill the position

of Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. In making this request through

you to the member nations who appointed him, I ask that they

give favorable consideration to his release.

The United States regards the position of SACEUR as of the

highest importance and has solemnly accepted the responsibilities

inherent in the appointment to that position of a United States

officer, General Ridgway. I have carefully weighed this factor

against our own need to select the next leader of the U.S. Army.

By tradition we, as in other countries, fill that post by a selec-

tion from among our most able officers. General Ridgway's

experience in his present command will contribute immeasurably

of itself to the experience needed in guiding a major portion of

the U.S. defense effort to further achievements.
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The Council will, I am confident, provide the selection of an

able officer to fill the post left vacant. Certainly no nation, if

called upon, could do other than to assign its most eligible officer

that is available. The trust extended to General Ridgway by all

nations conveys a strong confidence in the future under another

commander.

In meeting the needs for military leadership of U.S. Armed
Forces, it is necessary to provide also for the appointment of a

succeeding Chief of Naval Operations. I desire to place Admiral

Robert B. Carney in that position and therefore feel it necessary

to withdraw the availability of his services to N.A.T.O. as

Commander-in-Chief, South. I assimie that the Council is pre-

pared to accept the appointment of a successor on nomination by

SACEUR.
Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

The Honorable, The Lord Ismay

Secretary General, North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Palais de Chaillot, Paris, France

73 ^ Letter to General Ridgwayon His Service

as Supreme Allied Commander, Europe.

Mfl);i2, 1953

[ Released May 12, 1953. Dated May 9, 1953 ]

Dear General Ridgway:

Please accept my personal congratulations on the magnificent

performance you have made as SACEUR. The matter of your

relief will be a disappointment to our European allies, but I trust

they will appreciate the equal importance of your new task.

I am seeking an early resolution to the problem of your relief
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in order that ample time will be available in the necessary transfer

of functions.

You have my confidence as the newly appointed Chief of Staff,

U.S. Army. You will bring to that service the fine traditions and

leadership you possess. The difficult task ahead rests in good

hands.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

General Matthew B. Ridgway

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe

Paris, France

74 ^ Message to the Chairman, North Atlantic

Council, Nominating General Gruenther as

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe.

May 12, 1953

[ Released May 1 2, 1953. Dated May 9, 1953 ]

The Honorable^ The Lord Ismay

Secretary General^ North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Palais de Chaillot, Paris^ France

Pursuant to the request of the North Atlantic Council that I

nominate an officer of the Armed Forces of the United States for

appointment by the Council as SACEUR to succeed General

Matthew B. Ridgway, I hereby nominate General Alfred M.
Gruenther. I feel that General Gruenther is peculiarly well

qualified to perform the duties of Supreme Commander. Since

the beginning of the N.A.T.O. he has given imselfishly of his serv-

ices in the cause of providing an adequate defense of the N.A.T.O.

area. It is my belief that the confidence expressed by the mem-
ber nations in his appointment as Chief of Staff, SHAPE, make
him an outstanding officer.
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As Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, I feel the fine tra-

ditions and worthy objectives sought by all the nations will be

upheld and carried forward through the leadership of General

Gruenther.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

75 ^ Letter to General Gruenther RegardingHis

Nomination as Supreme Allied Commander,

Europe. May 12, 1953

[ Released May 12, 1953. Dated May 9, 1953 ]

Dear General Gruenther:

By the action in the attached letters I am making you avail-

able for appointment as SACEUR to succeed General Ridgway.

I anticipate unanimous desire for this action because of the

outstanding importance you bring in continuing the effective-

ness and solidarity of N.A.T.O. You have served not only myself

and General Ridgway with loyalty and splendid distinction, but

have placed these same qualities unselfishly before N.A.T.O. As
Supreme Allied Conunander, Europe, I know the fine traditions

and worthy objectives sought by all the nations will be upheld and
carried forward through your leadership.

Let me give you assurance of my personal satisfaction in this

matter. The appointment will be well deserved in all aspects.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This letter to Gen. Alfred M. part of a White House release con-

Gruenther, Chief of Staff, Head- taining Items 71-76.

quarters, Allied Powers, Europe, was
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76 ^ Letter toAdmiral Carney Regarding His

Nomination as Chief of Naval Operations.

May 12, 1953

[ Released May 12, 1953. Dated May 9, 1953 ]

Dear Admiral Carney:

By the attached papers I seek your relief from the position of

Commander-in-Chief, South, to permit your appointment at my
direction as the succeeding Chief of Naval Operations.

The selection for this appointment is based on the finest tradi-

tions of the Naval Service which you have eminently displayed

throughout your career. I know that you will regret leaving your

present assignment. However, it is in the best interest of the

United States that you should bring your long experience in naval

matters, and most importantly, your N.A.T.O. experience to the

Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Department of the Navy.

I am seeking early resolution of this matter of your relief from

N.A.T.O. in order that you may have adequate time to prepare

for your transfer of functions.

Let me give you every assurance of my personal satisfaction in

making this appointment.

Sincerely,

Dw^GHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : This letter to Adm. Robert B. part of a White House release con-

Carney, USN, Commander of the Al- •taining Items 7 1-76.

lied Forces, Southern Europe, was
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77 ^ The President's News Conference of

May 14, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Ladics and gentlemen, I have one or two points

this morning in which you may have some interest.

On Tuesday evening I shall make a radio talk. On that morn-

ing I am going to have a conference with the legislative leaders,

sort of a final one, in talking about security, budget, and expendi-

ture programs. And that will be mainly the subject of my talk

that night, to explain exactly what we are trying to get at in this

whole field, the relationships of security, our economy, budgets,

and deficits.

Then, a week or so later, I shall probably go on a television

program, in an effort to make a report to the Nation on what has

taken place up imtil that moment.

Those are the only items of announcement that I have, and

we will go right to the questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, what do

you think of Prime Minister Churchiirs proposal for a top-level

international conference?

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc the State Department, yesterday, re-

leased a statement with my approval. All of these things are

manifestations of the free world's great longing for some kind of

peaceful composition of our difficulties in the world, and all of

us share them.

Now, the question comes finally: when can the heads of states,

that are very busy men, when can they meet and discuss these

things with some promise of progress?

There have been many conferences in the past of foreign min-

isters, and Secretaries, and other types. I repeat : I am personally

ready to do anything, and the only thing that I believe that the

dignity and the self-respect of the United States demands is that

we have some reasonable indication that progress can be made.
I don't insist upon full progress, or any great blueprint to come
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out of such a conference for the peace of the world, just something

that can be called progress by all of us.

So I have no objection whatsoever to Sir Winston's proposal;

but I would like, before I would commit this Government to

participation, something that would be an earnest of good faith

all around.

Q. Andrew F. TuUy, Jr., Scripps-Howard : Mr. President,

would you be in favor of calling a conference before a truce in

Korea?

THE PRESIDENT. I wouldu't cvcu go SO far as to state a series of

things, something that had to be done, or something that would

not be done. What I would like to say is this: I believe that the

common sense of the world can make its own judgments as to

acts or deeds that would give a real earnest of good faith. Now,

if such an act comes along, I am perfectly ready to engage my-

self in any kind of an effort, at any time. But I cannot prescribe

exactly what would be an earnest of good faith and what would

not.

I have, in my speech of April 16, listed two or three that I

thought would be definitely indicative of such intent. There

could be others, but I do not want to say that unless this is done

I won't do so and so; I don't believe that. I am ready to take

most any kind of a chance to promote peace in this world.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo News: Mr. President, do we cor-

rectly infer, then, that you have not had the evidence of intent

that you would like to have, that these deeds have not occurred?

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct. I see nothing that you could

really point to as definite evidence of good faith.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Portland (Maine) papers: Mr. President,

do you believe that the personal method of conferences is better

than the impersonal, through subordinate diplomats?

THE PRESIDENT. I supposc there are times when the highest

authorities, taking great questions of policy, might do better by

meeting, establishing personal contacts, maybe personal confi-

dence, mutual confidence. But, by and large, I think that these
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things must be done through the Foreign Offices and State De-

partment, because they are so complicated, and so much in the

way of procedure, and all that sort of thing, comes into it. It

would be imwise to depend entirely on just meeting of the heads

of state, and that kind of person.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

I would like to ask you two allied questions on a single topic.

First of all, you endorsed the New York State and Province of

Ontario development of the water power in the St. Lawrence

River.

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct.

Q. Mr. Emory: Do you also feel that way about the develop-

ment proposed in the Niagara River at Niagara Falls?

THE PRESIDENT. I think that, from our side of the case, it is

primarily a New York State responsibility; and I should be glad

to see that authority given New York State to then handle the

thing as they saw best.

Q. Mr. Emory: That more or less answers my second question,

sir, which was that Secretary McKay, who followed your lead

on the St. Lawrence question, has said that he thought the Niagara

development should be a matter for settlement on the State level

in New York without reflection of White House views.

THE PRESIDENT. That's right. That's right.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, are you personally in favor of the Hells Canyon project,

or the Idaho Power Company plan for the Snake River

development?

THE PRESIDENT. I doubt that my own opinion on that should

be even governing, except as, I suppose, eventually I have to

decide between presentations.

I must say that so far as I have seen, so far, the weight of

evidence presented is on the side of letting this thing be decided

locally. Again, I believe in the local decision. But what the

exact, ultimate decision will be, I am not prepared to say this

morning.
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Q. Mr. Brandt: What are you going to do about the multiple-

purpose dams?

THE PRESIDENT. You mean all multiple-purpose?

Q. Mr. Brandt: No—^well, yes. What is the policy on

multiple-purpose against purely hydroelectrical development?

THE PRESIDENT. I should Say in each case it depends upon what

is indicated is necessary, and what is the profitable thing in that

area. Not always are multiple-purpose dams indicated as

necessary; sometimes they are.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Would they be Government problems, then?

I know of no private companies developing multiple projects.

THE PRESIDENT. As I havc Said time and time again, I really

believe that no one should attempt to take exclusive jurisdiction

over these things. I believe the Federal Government normally

has some job that it has to do in connection with these great proj-

ects; but what we want to do is to keep the maximum local

influence, authority, and direction in the thing. If the local

people want also, let us say, to sell power at bus bar, and all that

sort of thing, in order to get local interest, local competition, I

think it is their right. Now, I don't believe there is any one single

answer for any of these problems.

Q. Mr. Brandt : In the Snake River area, is the local support

greater for the Idaho Power than for the Federal Government

plans?

THE PRESIDENT. Within Idaho, definitely. As a matter of fact,

long before I was elected President of the United States I was

visited by many, many people. They insisted—^not because they

were officials—they were mayors, they were people like that

—

they insisted that they do not believe in this big dam.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Mr. Presi-

dent, do you plan any special shipboard conferences this week,

sir?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I hopc to havc one or two come down.

I am taking along the draft of the talk I hope to give Tuesday

night—^by radio, that is; that is not a television show—I am going
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to take that along, and I hope no later than Saturday morning

to have come down two or three people to confer with me, and at

least listen to what I have to say.

Q. Mr. Donovan: Do you expect to have any conferences with

naval people in Norfolk when you are down there?

THE PRESIDENT. I cxpcct, of coursc, to scc Admiral McCor-

mick and discuss with him some of his particular problems.

Q. Paul R. Leach, Chicago Daily News: Recently, David

McDonald of the ClO-United Steel Workers, proposed that the

President of the United States work and use his influence for

obtaining a guaranteed annual wage for labor. Do you think

that is—have you given any thought to that, is it something that

the Government can do, or is it inimical to bargaining—collective

bargaining?

THE PRESIDENT. I am not ready to discuss this subject in terms

of final conclusions. I do repeat that I believe the White House

has no real function in interfering in normal labor-management

discussion and argument.

Now, you are bringing up something that can go way beyond

that, you can talk about national policy on a very broad scale. I

wouldn't, on that point, express an opinion until I have had the

most exhaustive kind of analyses and studies made.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Mr. Presi-

dent, what do you think of Clement Attlee's statement that he

believes there are some people in this country who do not really

want peace?

THE PRESIDENT. Again, I do want to say this : I do not criticize

individuals as such, or their opinions, and therefore set myself

up as an allwise judge that knows the motives that led someone

into a particular line of thought, a particular line of statement.

I say this: I have met no one in the United States that doesn't

want peace. I must say that there is a wide variety of opinion

as to how we will obtain peace. Some believe it can be obtained

only if we have almost an overwhelming amount of military

power from which to talk in almost dictatorial tones. Others
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believe that we should start from almost the opposite end of the

scale. But if anyone knows of these people—and I believe the

statement said both in Britain and America—^who do not want

peace, I must say I haven't met them.

Q. Alice Johnson, Seattle Times: Mr. President, are you still

opposed to the inclusion of Alaska in the Hawaiian statehood

bill?

THE PRESIDENT. I am personally of the belief that the Ha-

waiian bill should be handled by itself on its merits. I have said

time and again, and this is entirely aside from what the Republi-

can platform said on it, my own conviction is this : in Hawaii you

have an economy that is self-supporting, it has a large population,

and on top of that they delivered a record in World War II

that to my mind clearly entitles them to the privileges of state-

hood. I would like to see that case handled directly and spe-

cifically on its merits, without complicating it with any other

question, any other matter.

Q. Mrs. Johnson: One more question, please, sir. Are you

giving any consideration to going to the Governors' Conference

this summer?

THE PREsroENT. Indeed I am. I don't know whether I am
going to make the grade; I don't know where Congress will be by

that time.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, may we put in di-

rect quotes your statement "I have met no one in the United

States who does not want peace"?

THE PRESroENT. YcS.

Q. Andrew F. TuUy, Jr., Scripps-Howard: Mr. President, do

you think Senators and Congressmen should get a raise in pay?

THE PRESIDENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Tully: Would you like to expand on it, sir? Why?
THE PRESIDENT. Bccausc I think this: we are rapidly ap-

proaching the time when we are likely to be deprived of the best

men we can get in these jobs. With the kind of taxes we have,

we are very likely to get to the state where only someone who is
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fortunately placed in the economic field—^financial field—can

come to Washington. I believe we should make certain that we

can have the very best man, whether he has got a nickel or a lot

of money.

Q. Milburn Petty, Oil Daily: Last week Governor Thornton

told us that he had suggested to you a proposed voluntary program

to cut back oil imports. Would you tell us the status of that now,

please?

THE PRESIDENT. He did not describe it to me. He told me that

was his plan and he was going over to discuss it with other people

in Government. As a matter of fact. Senator Thornton was very

kind and realized that I didn't have time to study this problem

singly and alone, without help, so he took it directly to the other

people. I haven't heard anything further on it ; it has not reached

me.

Q. John Herling, Register and Tribune Syndicate: As you

know, there is considerable restlessness among the labor groups

about the staffing in the Department of Labor. Do you plan to

send up names of the secretaries which the Department now
lacks, in the near future?

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU scnd them as rapidly as the Secretary

recommends them, and the people recommended meet all the

qualifications that are demanded in this Government before going

up.

Q. Mr. Herling: Secretary's office?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't say that it is entirely the Secretary's

office, because we do make all sorts of investigations, some of

which demand quite a bit of time. I can't say at this moment.

I would be glad to look it up, and have Mr. Hagerty tell you fur-

ther on the point.

Q. Edward J. Milne, Providence Joumal : Will your fiscal pro-

gram next week include recommendations for new taxes?

THE PRESIDENT. The program will discuss the whole tax prob-

lem and what our general approach tolt will be. I can't give you

any more details at this moment.
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Q. Anthony Leviero, New York Times: I have a question

about the Presidential income. I know it can't be raised or

lowered while you are in office. In your recent speech in New
York you said that the experts said that you might go in the hole.

I wonder if you have observed enough to tell us about how much?
THE PRESIDENT. As a matter of fact, I must assure you that I

used that sort of facetious allusion merely to show that I was not

insensible to the tax problem.

It matters very little to me what happens. I believe that any

man who undertakes a job such as I have undertaken would be

very foolish to talk about what his tax problem is. And so I am
perfectly ready to meet it. I haven't a word of criticism or com-

plaint to make. Whatever it is, I will do my best.

Q. Doris Fleeson, Bell Syndicate : Mr. President, I understood

you to refer to Governor Thornton of Colorado as Senator Thorn-

ton. Does that suggest that he will run next year against Senator

Johnson? [Laughter]

THE PRESIDENT. I think your question merely illustrates the

speed with which anyone is ready to pick up a slip. If I did that,

I am sorry. I meant Governor and nothing further.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Texas papers: Mr. President, was this

separate Continental Shelf bill that was introduced in the House

this week, was it introduced at your request and with your pre-

vious knowledge?

THE PREsroENT. The separate one?

Q. Mrs. McClendon : Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT. I merely say this: I have expressed always the

same attitude on this whole question, from 1948 onward. I be-

lieve that—outside of the historic boundaries—the State has no

possible claim on the areas outside those boundaries. Inside

them, I believe they do.

Q, Mrs. McClendon : Back to my question, did you have pre-

vious knowledge and was it at your request that this particular

separate bill was introduced at this time and in the manner in

which it was?
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THE PRESIDENT. The technique of introducing those bills I

always leave to the people who have that job. The bills do ex-

press my general philosophy; that's all I ask of them.

Q.Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, I

ask this question by request. What is your opinion of UNESCO?
That is the Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization of

the United Nations.

THE PRESroENT. There never was an organization started with

a finer announced purpose. Because manifestly, if we are going

to have peace and understanding in the world, we have got to

know about each other's culture, there has got to be greater in-

formation disseminated throughout the world—each of the other.

Now, in our own country, there has been a lot of suspicion

aroused about this Organization. I think possibly some of the

discussions within the body have given rise to this suspicion. But

I do know, as of now, there are very good people on our particular

section of this Organization; and they are people that I believe

are interested in the welfare of the United States of America.

I have not looked up to see on my own, or there has been no

report made to me, whether there is any real justification of this

suspicion. I do know it exists. It is something I want to get

around to, when I can. That's all I can say at the moment.

Q. Mr. FoUiard: Senator Flanders of Vermont has a peace

plan; I think he flew to Denver and discussed it with you last

fall. He has been at the White House twice, recently, within the

past 2 weeks. Would you care to comment on it?

THE PREsroENT. No. Scuator Flanders has given me certain

suggestions, and I think on a confidential basis; I certainly thought

that that is the way I received them. Generally I say this : I find

nothing that is different in them from what most of us are working

toward, and there is nothing sensational about them.

I always welcome any such suggestions; and I would be very

poorly advised, I think, to discuss them in detail, because I would

soon be cutting off some of the advice that I do get.
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Q. Arthur Sylvester, Newark News: Mr. President, do you

expect your new Joint Chiefs of Staff to come up with different

strategical concepts and different estimates of the powerwe should

have?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I should say this: let us remember that

the great facts that affect a so-called strategic situation and plan

do not change rapidly. It takes no great wisdom to see how im-

portant to the general safety of the free world, and of the United

States in particular, are certain vital areas of the world.

Take Western Europe: there is no great struggle there to see

the relationship between West Europe's freedom and strength and

health, and ours. There are other areas from which we get

vital materials. There are other areas that are vital to the com-

merce of the world—Klines of communication, or like the Mideast,

the storage place of such tremendous amounts of oil.

So, no strategic plan suitable to the United States can be greatly

different from any other, as long as it is based upon these facts.

Now, you do get into differences of the methods and means by

which the safety of these things will be brought about. For

example, one extremist believes that merely in the fear of retalia-

tion is safety. I doubt that many believe in that extreme view.

Others believe you have just got to put the man on the spot with

his bayonet fixed, almost, defending him. I doubt that for the

United States many believe that is a sound policy.

There is in all of these things a need for achieving the balance

between nationalistic aspirations, the union that must be estab-

lished between countries in order that their economies and

standards of living may go up.

Finally, the basic problem of how do you preserve an independ-

ent life at the same time that some of the measures that you are

forced to adopt would tend to lead you toward a garrison state?

We don't want to become a garrison state. We want to remain

free. Our plans, our programs, therefore, must conform to the

practices of a free people, which means essentially a free economy.
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That is the problem that, frankly, this administration meets on,

discusses, works on, every day of its life. There is no easy

problem.

Now, the new people coming in: let me, with your indulgence,

take a little time out here to discuss something that is very close

to my heart. All of the men who have been on these Joint Chiefs

of Staff; they are my old friends, they are my old associates.

Through years of experience with them, sometimes experiences

that were a bit soul-racking, I have found them to be loyal and
dedicated men. I have no criticism of anyone that is going out.

We do have a new approach. We feel that the United States

has a right to think that there is a new approach, a study that

is made without any real chains fastening to the past.

The Secretary of Defense felt he should have an entirely new
team, and I agreed with him. But I must assure you this : there

is nothing that I can say, from my viewpoint as an old soldier,

having served with these men, that would be too high praise for

every single man on that Chiefs of Staff as I have seen him
operate.

Now, I would hope that those words would be taken just as

sincerely and earnestly as I feel them and believe them.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post : There has been

some interpretation of the selection of the new Chiefs as a shift

in emphasis from Europe to Asia. I wonder if you would care

to comment on that?

THE PREsroENT. I havc iusistcd, time and time again, that I

see nothing in this argument of Europe versus Asia. The world

happens to be round, and it has no end. I don't see how you

can discuss the great basic problems of today, which are so largely

philosophical in character, without thinking in global terms. I

think that there may be times when, tactically, your interest is

shifted in one direction, at times in another. But in the actual

thinking and considering of this whole problem you must think

globally, or you are bound to go wrong. And so this shift, so

far as I am concerned, means nothing, except that I believe Mr.
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Wilson has selected a very able group of people to come in and

help him.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune : Mr. Presi-

dent, in your television talk, will that be a straight speech by you,

or are you thinking in terms of some new format of panel

discussion?

THE PRESIDENT. Thinking in terms of what?

Q. Mr. Donovan : Some new format of panel discussion, or will

that be a talk by you?

THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc now, you are talking about tech-

niques; and these techniques, seemingly, are going through devel-

opment. I personally would hope to be able to talk very

informally on the television. I think when you have to be exact

and talk formally, I would rather be on the radio. In any event,

however we do the thing on the television, it will attempt to be

an accurate report to the American people of what has happened

to date, the purposes that have led us, and the accomplishments

up to that moment.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, you said

that you saw nothing that you could really point to as definite

evidence of good faith.

THE PRESIDENT. I remember.

Q. Mr. Smith: I know this is redundant, but I just want to be

sure we understand you correctly; you are speaking of the need of

evidence of good faith from the Russians?

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct, that is correct.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post: In that connection, do

you feel that the Communists' very quick rejection yesterday of

General Clark's peace proposals in Korea means that they are

stalling again—to drag this out over the summer, or to prevent our

bringing the war to a military conclusion?

THE PRESIDENT. I havcu't had a definite report from General

Clark as to the details of that meeting. But I would say this : it

was indicative of a sort of fixed attitude, that they could reject

anything so quickly. That's all I would say. I could be mis-
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taken. I would hope I were mistaken, but that is the way it

would look.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President, to get back to the

Attlee and Churchill comments, what is your opinion of their

recommendation that Communist China be admitted to the

United Nations Security Council should an armistice be signed?

THE PRESIDENT. I do think that you must remember that differ-

ent nations have different interpretations on what recognition of

a nation means. I think, ever since Wilson's time, in this country,

we have more or less gone on the theory that recognition means
also tacit approval. Now, at one time, as you well know, rec-

ognition meant just the recognition of the fact that there was a

de facto ruler of an important segment of the world. And I think

in certain other countries, that viewpoint still holds. With us,

because there has been a different meaning developed in our

country of this word recognition of another, we have to view the

case differently. And I do not consider it as big a rift, let us say,

between British and American policy, as it might appear on the

surface, thatwe don't reach the same conclusion on it.

Certainly I would not say at this moment that I believe that

admittance should follow an armistice.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Mr. President,

what is the hour of that speech next Tuesday night?

THE PRESIDENT. I think it is 10 o'clock, but

—

[confers with Mr.
Hagerty].

The final hour isn't fixed.

[Speaker unidentified] : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's ninth Executive Office Building at 10:30
news conference was held in the a.m. on Thursday, May 14, 1953.
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78 ^ Remarks at the House of Burgesses,

Williamsburg, Virginia. May 15, 1953

Ladies and gentlemen:

I think no American could stand in these halls and on this spot

without feeling a very great and deep sense of the debt we owe
to the courage, the stamina and the faith of our forefathers.

One hundred and seventy-seven years in some countries, in

some histories, is only a moment. With us it is still a very measur-

able length of time. And 177 years ago Virginians, seeing that

it was hopeless to gain through conflict their rights as British

citizens, decided the time had come to declare their independence.

And in the later version of that Declaration, you will recall that

Jefferson wrote: "We hold that all men are endowed by their

Creator with certain inalienable rights," thus establishing once

and for all that our civilization and our form of government is

deeply imbedded in a religious faith.

Indeed, those men felt that unless we recognized that relation-

ship between our form of government and religious faith, that

form of government made no sense. Because, remember, they

were trying to explain this form of government to mankind, be-

cause they started out that Declaration by saying, "When in the

course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to

dissolve the political bands which have connected them with an-

other, and to assume among the powers of the earth the separate

and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires

that they should declare the causes which impel them to the

separation."

And those reasons were that all men are endowed by their

Creator with certain rights. I wish—I wish sincerely that every

single man, woman and child that has the proud privilege of

calling himself an American, could stand here on this spot and
could roam through this building to see the picture of Washington
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just across the hall, and re-live again their moments, the problems

they met in their own time, and thus regain faith to solve the

problems of our day.

To each of you here, my very great thanks for the honor that

you have done Mrs. Eisenhower and me by being here. We have

been privileged to come here with your two Senators—^your two

United States Senators—Senators Robertson and Byrd. Your

Governor met us at the dock. We feel, truly, that we have been

highly honored today by Virginia, the State of my mother's birth

and girlhood.

NOTE : The President spoke at 9 : 45 occurred during a weekend cruise to

a.m. His visit to Williamsburg and Norfolk aboard the U.S.S. Williams-

Annapolis (see also Items 79 and 80) burg.

79 fl Address at the Inauguration of the 22d

President of the College of William and Mary at

Williamsburg. May 15, 1953

Mr. Rector^ Governor Battle^ President Chandler, President of

the Student Body, distinguished guests, and ladies and gentlemen:

It would ill behoove me to attempt here a recitation of the

glories of this college and of its alumni. If there be any among
you who has not a better knowledge than I of the details of this

great record, I commend you to a little home study. Because,

let us not forget that man takes pride in a brilliant past. There is

inspiration in attempting to live up to the records established by

those who have gone before us—^in the family, and in institutions.

Rather, it is my simple duty today, together with my inval-

uable, indispensable but publicly inarticulate life-long partner,

Mamie Doud Eisenhower, to bring you greetings from your Na-

tion's capital and your national administration.

I think it is appropriate for me to take a minute or two of your

time to tell you why we are so pleased and delighted with this

opportunity. Quite naturally, it is a great pleasure for me each
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time I return to the native State of my matemal ancestors. My
mother lived in this State until she was of age. Again, it is a great

privilege to be admitted into the honorary doctorate of this great

institution, and I want to take the opportunity to express my very

deep appreciation and thanks to the faculty and the governors of

this great institution that they have deemed me worthy of this

signal honor.

I want to pay a tribute to President Chandler, a man who,

forsaking a life-long and honorable record in the armed services,

has shown by his acceptance of this new responsibility that he

well recognizes that there is no security for a free nation in the

sword alone, that security must spring from the hearts and minds

of free men. And he has shown, in his acceptance of this respon-

sibility and this opportunity, that he appreciates that fact.

Again, I am delighted to come here because of my deep respect

for the institutions of higher leaming of the United States. And
it seemed to me particularly fitting that on this 177th anniversary

of the signing of the Virginia Declaration, that I could come here

to this second oldest college in the United States to pay a word of

tribute to these institutions.

Which brings up a thought I should like to discuss, and I as-

sure you it will be very briefly: what is an institution of higher

learning? All of us have heard many definitions of colleges. We
know they are not merely campuses, they are not merely the stones

and mortar of the buildings, they are something deeper and more

profound.

And the particular definition that seems to mean the most to

me is this : a college, a university, is a place where young minds

are exposed to great minds.

And the reason I like that definition is this: if we accept its

validity in any small portion, every man, every woman who takes

a position in the faculty as instructor, assistant instructor, pro-

fessor, dean or president—^he has not merely a job, and he can-

not console himself that he is merely doing his work and eaming

299



^ 79 Public Papers of the Presidents

2L daily living. He must achieve, or attempt to strive to achieve,

greatness in his dealings with our young.

And this, it seems to me, is the crux of the college of our time,

because it is not enough that we can produce doctors who may
prolong our lives, unless at the same time we produce social lead-

ers who will tell us how we will handle the greater population

that we thus have.

It is not enough that we have iceboxes, and long and luxurious

cars, and country homes, because there can be unhappiness in the

midst of the greatest of luxury. Again you must know it here,

because in the State from which came the man who could say,

"As for me, give me liberty or give me death," you know there are

values that are not to be measured by any material index. And
great minds, therefore, will teach these yoimg leaders not to say,

"Of course I like liberty, and if you don't charge me more than

fifteen percent of my income, I would like to keep it." The only

thing that such people want to know is: is this sacrifice necessary?

And it is through your contacts with great men and great minds

that you will sort out the proper relationships of government to

yourself, of higher government to state government, to local gov-

ernment, of his place in this whole scheme of things; and you will

begin to understand whether your sacrifices are properly used by

your government—and your sacrifices are ordinarily expressed in

terms of taxes, of course.

But there is much more. There is what you are ready to d6 in

the giving of your heart and your mind, not only on the faculty,

but every single individual that has ever had the privilege of

mingling with that faculty.

Why this Nation; except to preserve those great values recited

for us in our founding documents.

If we understand, then we won't have communism. It may
be necessary today, and it is necessary, that we earnestly seek out

and uproot any traces of communism at any place where it can

affect our national life. But the true way to uproot communism

in this country is to understand what freedom means, and thus
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develop such an impregnable wall, that no thought of communism
can enter.

In other words, if I may state it in an utterly simple way, I

believe this: the true purpose of education is to prepare young

men and women for effective citizenship in a free form of

government.

If we can do that, we will have accomplished and included all

of the techniques and the sciences, disciplines, because they will

all be necessary in our security and in our advancement.

But above all, in that way only, I believe, can we permanently

aspire to remain a free, independent and powerful people, living

humbly under our God.

Thank you.

note: The President spoke at 12:48 Battle of Virginia, Alvin Duke
p.m. In his opening remarks he re- Chandler, the new President of the

ferred to James M. Robertson, College, and John N. Dalton, Presi-

Rector of the Board of Visitors of dent of the Student Body,

the College, Governor John Stewart

80 ^ Remarks to the Midshipmen at the Naval

Academy in Annapolis. May 1 7, 1 953

Gentlemen of the United States Navy:

I must first attempt to tell you how deeply honored I feel in

the visit I have been privileged to make here at the Academy this

morning. For the friendliness I have seen on your faces, for the

warmth of your welcome, both Mrs. Eisenhower and I extend

to you our very profound and deepest thanks.

Now, the satisfaction of this visit was just slightly marred,

because I was told about this particular part of it, and I must say

that my imagination was not quite up to the task of deciding what

I could bring to you on a Sunday that was worth taking your time

for. I could understand that if I had taken you from a mathe-

matics or an engineering class, there might have been a litde

different aspect to the case. But today, when it is chow and then
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what you want to do, probably including your "drags," why it

seems a different story.

However, the highest authorities here made sure of one point,

that there would at least be a few who would mark my visit and

my passing with some satisfaction. And I didn't know that there

were that many minor offenders in the United States Naval

Academy.

If I could bring to you a message this morning that has any

worth to it whatsoever, I think it would be in terms of a sense of

values. Possibly, after all these years in the service, years of very

great pride in that service, I could bring to you a few thoughts

that might be worth considering.

They would be these: the young man facing life equipped as

you men are being equipped, is puzzled, sometimes, as to the

exact direction, lines, in which he would like to shape his career.

He may even decide the service is not for him; he would be hap-

pier elsewhere. If that is his decision in the long run, of course,

he must go out.

I want to express a few thoughts about a sense of values in these

terms: material things pass. Most of us went to chapel this

morning where we heard a minister express certain thoughts

that I for one carried away with me in a very thoughtful mood.

The values that last are of man's spirit.

And, with respect to the satisfaction of a service career, let me
give you one fact out of my life that I think is significant.

For a long time I have been associating with what is called the

service brats : the son and the daughter of a man that has put in

his life in the service of his country. I have yet, in all these years,

to have one of those children refer to his father's career in terms

of disparagement. I have never heard one of them say, "Oh, my
father was just a Captain in the Navy—or a Colonel in the Ma-
rines—or in the other services." He has pushed out his chest and

he has said it proudly, far more proudly, it has struck me, than

has the man who has said, "My father is a merchant"—a very

honorable, a very necessary calling in our country. But there is
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something special about dedicating your lives to the United States

of America that lives with you, and what is more important, in

my opinion, with your children as long as they shall live.

And so, if in this little homely sort of observation you can find

something that will help you straighten out your own planning,

based upon a sense of values that means something to you, then I

should saymy trip here is worth while.

I promised not to take much of your time, and I intend to keep

that promise, but I must attempt once more to say how very, very

glad I am to be here.

I want to make special reference to the First Class, because on

my most recent visit to the Academy, they were Plebes. I want

to apologize to them for again appearing here to harangue them.

I hope that they will take it in the spirit that I mean: one of

tremendous admiration for this body as a whole, for the indi-

viduals that make it up.

And my final thought: I congratulate every single man here

upon the opportunity lying ahead. They are troublous times.

They are difficult times, which makes more important the job

of conquering them—doing our part well. There is no great

glory in conquering a high school team, but when you beat West

Point, you have done something.

Thank you.

NOTE : The President spoke at 1 2 : 45 p.m. in the Mess Hall.

81 ^ Remarks at the United Negro College Fund

Luncheon. May 19, 1953

Mr. Chairman^ Doctor Patterson, Mr. Rockefeller, distinguished

guests, and friends:

From time to time I find that it is one of my pleasant duties

to meet with groups who are convening here in the National Capi-

tal for some public-spirited service. It has been my privilege to

extend to them a welcome on the part of the Administration and

303



^ 8

1

Public Papers of the Presidents

the National Government. In none of these cases have I felt

greater satisfaction than I do this afternoon.

By his or her presence here, each person attending this meeting

shows their support for several things in which I passionately

believe. One of them is support for the Constitution of the United

States which, written in the recognition that all people are the

children of God, made no distinction among them by reason of

inconsequential factors over which they themselves had no control.

I beUeve those of us who preach so loudly about constitutional

government advance our cause as we meticulously observe that

particular factor or foundation of that great Document.

Another thing I have preached, as have many others, is against

the theory that there can be any second-class citizen. I believe

as long as we allow conditions to exist that make for second-class

citizens, we are making of ourselves less than first-class citizens.

In other words, I believe the only way to protect my own rights

is to protect the rights of others.

Everything that the Constitution accords to me, I must defend

for others—or else finally there will be nobody left to defend me.

And now I want to tell you a little bit of a story that just

happened the day before yesterday. I was down at Annapolis,

and I inspected a Marine Guard. As I went around, I noticed

there were several Negroes occupying different positions in this

Guard. One of them had on the chevrons of a non-commissioned

officer. I talked with the commanding officer of this group. I

said, "Now here occurs one of those things that was always ad-

vanced as an argument when we were working for the cause of

eliminating segregation in the armed services—^it was said that

white men would not willingly serve under a Negro superior."

And here I noticed that it was evidently not true. The officer

smiled, and he said : "I must tell you that this man, when it came
to the making of non-commissioned officers, could not pass the

rigid mental examination we gave. But his personality was so

fine, his qualities of leadership so evident, his character and repu-

tation in the company so great that we had to make special
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arrangements so that it was unnecessary for him to pass completely

the mental examination."

As I see it, you people today who are supporting the Negro

College Fund are not only supporting the idea that men are equal,

but you are making it unnecessary for a man to appear in a com-

petitive place in our country, whether it be in governmental serv-

ice or anywhere else, and have less opportunity than has his

brothers for the mental training that would have given him

exactly the same opportunities in that company as any other. It

spoke to me very eloquently of this lad's very exceptional

qualifications.

And so, really, I came only to say I am delighted you are here,

I applaud the work you are doing, and particularly to join with

you in expressing my own very deep sense of obligation to the

Rockefeller family—a family that has seen this type of need and

has done something within the terms of private enterprise, private

initiative, and spontaneous cooperation, not waiting on some kind

of law to get a thing done that they saw needed to be done.

Now that the moment for saying "This is going to be only a

brief word" is too late for saying it, I will say it! Thank you for

the privilege of allowing me to come here, Mr. Chairman and

Dr. Patterson. My very best wishes go with all of you in this

great work, and success to you.

note: The President spoke at the lege Fund Campaign; Dr. F. D.

National Press Club in Washington Patterson, President of Tuskegee In-

at 1:10 p.m. In his opening words stitute and of the United Negro Col-

he referred to C. D. Jackson, Chair- lege Fund; and John D. Rockefeller

man of the 1953 United Negro Col- 3d.
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82 ^ RadioAddress to the American People on

the National Security and Its Costs. May 19, 1953

My fellow Americans:

Tonight, as you sit in your homes all across this broad land,

I want to talk with you about an issue affecting all our lives. It is

the defense of our country, and its cost.

If we ponder this a moment, we all know that this really means

the defense of those spiritual values and moral ideals cherished

by generations of Americans—the true treasure of our people.

This treasure of the spirit must be defended, above all, with

weapons of the spirit: our patriotism, our devotion, our readiness

to sacrifice.

If we think further, we also know that this defense of America

demands still other weapons. We must, of course, want to be

free. But this is not enough. To be free and to stay free, we
must be strong—andwe must stay strong.

Our national security is affected by almost everything that your

government does—things far removed from the building of planes

or the training of troops. National security involves, for example,

the plain honesty and competence of government itself, for no

nation is secure whose government does not command respect at

home and honor abroad.

Our strength demands, also, healthy two-way trade with our

allies and friends—for this nation could not for long enjoy either

freedom or prosperity alone in a hostile world. Indeed, our own
security demands that we never forget or neglect the military and

economic health of these indispensable allies.

And, national security requires an industrious and productive

America, for here is the vital source of all our military strength.

We all know something of the long record of deliberately

planned Communist aggression. There has been, to this moment,

no reason to believe that Soviet policy has changed its frequently
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announced hope and purpose—the destruction of freedom every-

where.

There is, therefore, no reason for the free nations to alter their

course: to hope and work for the best, to arm and be ready for

the worst.

We must see, clearly and steadily, just exactly what is the danger

before us. It is more than merely a military threat.

It has been coldly calculated by the Soviet leaders, for by their

military threat they have hoped to force upon America and the

free world an unbearable security burden leading to economic

disaster. They have plainly said that free people cannot preserve

their way of life and at the same time provide enormous military

establishments. Communist guns, in this sense, have been aiming

at an economic target no less than a military target.

I believe firmly—and I think the Soviets realize—that the

United States, if forced to total mobilization today, could meet

and win any military challenge.

I believe no less firmly that we must see and meet the full na-

ture of the present and future danger before us. For the nature

of this danger dictates the nature of the defense we summon.

This defense must, first of all, be one which we can bear for a

long and indefinite period of time. It cannot consist of sudden,

blind responses to a series of fire-alarm emergencies. Even we
cannot always be mobilizing forces and materiel with a speed that

is heedless of cost, order and efficiency. It cannot be based solely

on the theory that we can point to a D-day of desperate danger,

somewhere in the near future, to which all plans can be geared.

The truth is that our danger cannot be fixed or confined to one

specific instant. We live in an age of peril.

We must think and plan and provide so as to live through this

age in freedom—^in ways that do not undermine our freedom

even as we strive to defend it.

To watch vigilantly on the military front must never mean to

be blind on the domestic front. In our present world—^in this

kind of prolonged tension and struggle—a crippled industry or a
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demoralized working force could be the equivalent of a lost batde.

Prolonged inflation could be as destructive of a truly free econ-

omy as could a chemical attack against an army in the field. If,

in today's continuing danger, we were to strain our capacity until

rigid governmental controls, indefinitely or permanently con-

tinued, became mandatory—^where then would be the freedom

we defend?

Our defense—I repeat—^must be carefully planned and stead-

fastly sustained.

Such planning brings us to another subject, to that bewilder-

ing realm of budgets and expenditures and appropriations and

deficits and taxes. This, as we all know, is no easy area to ex-

plore or to explain. But these rude facts-and-figures of our na-

tional economy are, to our body-politic, as vital as pulse-rates or

blood-counts.

As you all know, government deficits of past years have been a

main cause of the cheapening of our dollar by half its value.

The budget inherited by this Administration, for the year be-

ginning this July I, called for expenditures of 78.6 billion dollars,

and signified another red-ink entry in our national books of 9.9

billion dollars—on top of other big deficits for last year and this

year.

Beyond this, when this Administration took ofiice, we faced two

stubbom financial facts. The first fact was this : under the former

Administration expenditures for the future were so scheduled as

to reach their peak during 1954 and 1955. The second fact was

this: these are precisely the years when, under existing laws, fed-

eral revenues from taxes, under scheduled reductions, will fall

sharply downward.

If we do nothing about this, the results of these facts could

only be : bigger deficits, greater government borrowing, ever in-

creasing cost of living, depreciated savings, higher and higher cost

of the nation's security.

These figures are but a small part of the story. Letme give you

a few more facts:
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First: The past Administration over-estimated tax collections

for the next fiscal year by some 1.2 billion dollars. Obviously,

even the most conscientious of men must be allowed some leeway

in forecasting tax receipts more than a year ahead. Neverthe-

less it is unfortunately true that this over-estimate of income

would bring the red-ink entry for the coming year up to more

than 1 1 billion dollars.

Second: The military budget proposed by the previous Ad-

ministration for the fiscal year 1954 did not fully plan for one

item that could scarcely be called obscure. That item was the

Korean War. No specific budgetary provision was made for

continuance of this conflict. No provision was made for the

building up of Republic of Korea divisions beyond those currently

in being. Our task, then, is not only one of dealing with the

planned deficit, but also one of providing for the costs of the

Korean War so long as itmay continue.

Third : Largely aside from the budget and deficit, there will be,

as of June 30 of this year, 81 billion dollars of authorizations to

spend money for which cash must be found in the tax revenues of

the next several years. Since a large part of this enormous sum

is already under contract, mostly for defense purposes, there is

little room in which to turn around to make any immediate

economies in this area.

This whole matter is rather like buying G.O.D. When you

order goods C.O.D., you do not need any money until the items

you ordered come to your front doors—and then it is Cash on

Delivery. This Administration faces payment on just such an 81

billion dollars C.O.D. over the next several years.

I come now to the critical question : how can we make more

bearable, for every family in our land, the burden of this in-

heritance and at the same time make our nation's security more

sound and sure?

To begin with the military front: there must be—^far from any

slackening of effort—a speeding, a sharpening, a concentration

that will extract the last cent of value from every dollar spent.
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Our defense establishment has yet to reach the level of perform-

ance we want. Until it has, we shall not rest.

I want here to state a few critical facts plainly. They are

critical. They are facts. And they should be beyond the reach

of any partisan debate.

It is fact that there is no such thing as maximum military se-

curity short of total mobilization of all our national resources.

Such security would compel us to imitate the methods of the dic-

tator. It would compel us to put every able-bodied man in uni-

form—^to regiment the worker, the farmer, the businessman—to

allocate materials and to control prices and wages—^in short, to

devote our whole nation to the grim purposes of the garrison

state.

This, I firmly believe, is not the way to defend America.

It is also a fact that when we seek anything less than this vision

of military perfection—total mobilization—^we are debat-

ing in a realm of speculation—^sometimes informed, more often

uninformed.

Words like "essential" and "indispensable" and "absolute min-

imum" become the common coin of this realm—and they are

spent with wild abandon. One man will argue hotly for a given

number of aircraft as the "absolute minimum." Another, even

from the same military service, will answer just as passionately

that a smaller number of aircraft but of a different kind is "im-

perative." And others will earnestly advocate the "indispensa-

ble" needs for ships or tanks or rockets or guided missiles or

artillery—all totalled in numbers that are always called "mini-

mum." All such views are argued with vigor and tenacity, and I

believe honestly. But obviously all cannot be right.

I most deeply believe that it is foolish and dangerous for any

of us to be hypnotized by magic numbers in this type of analysis.

There is no given number of ships—^no specific number of divi-

sions—^no magic number of air wings in the Air Force, Navy, and

Marine Corps—^no special number of billions of dollars—that will

automatically guarantee security.
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My associates and I have given to this phase of our national

planning careful, personal study and analysis. I have, as you

know, lived with it for many years. We have also sought, of

course, advice from numbers of competent people.

Let me tell you how we approached this analysis. We did not

set any fixed sum of money to which our defense plans had to be

fitted. We first estimated what is truly vital to our security.

We next planned ways to eliminate every useless expenditure and

duplication. And we finally decided upon the amount of money

needed to meet this program.

Such an analysis rejects the extreme arguments of enthusiasts

and of all groups of special pleaders both in and out of the military

services.

But this I assure you: what has been so carefully evolved is a

sound program. It contemplates in each of the armed forces

calculated risks which have been prudently reasoned. And it

represents, in our combined judgment, what is best for our nation's

permanent security.

There is, I beUeve, only one honest, workable formula. It is

not magical, but it is the best that competent men can define. It

is this : a defense strong enough both to discourage aggression and

beyond this to protect the nation—^in the event of any aggres-

sion—as it moves swiftly to full mobilization.

The more swiftly and smoothly we can mobilize, the less our

dependence upon costly standing armies, navies and air forces.

The more vigorously we eliminate the non-essential, the more

effectively we can concentrate on what is vital.

With all this in mind, we are putting major emphasis on air

power, which daily becomes a more important factor in war.

Our revised budget will provide the Air Force with more than

40% of all defense funds for 1954. As of this June 30, the Air

Force will have available a sum of more than 40 billion dollars.

Buttressing this strength are those additional funds allocated to

naval air power for 1954—totalling more than half of the Navy

budget. This means that almost 60 cents out of every dollar to

311



^ 82 Public Papers of the Presidents

be available for the entire national defense in the next year will

be devoted to air power and air defense.

These investments in air power represent and will continue to

represent the heaviest single annual outlay of our government.

It is my conviction that our developing program—^under constant

review and study—^will result in a steady growth in the size and
efficiency of the air defense, until we have attained an adequate

level of security.

I repeat : this security cannot arbitrarily be defined as the simple

equivalent of a specific number of aircraft or air wings. For

example: today three aircraft with modern weapons can prac-

tically duplicate the destructive power of all the 2700 planes we
unleashed in the great break-out attack from the Normandy
beachhead. Clearly every technological advance profoundly af-

fects this problem of air power—^including the development of

missiles now in production. Similar advances in civil defense will

help shape the nature and size of our Air Forces.

The plain truth is that security is planned, not blindly bought.

It is the product of thought, and work, and our ability and readi-

ness to bear our military burden for however long the threat to

freedom persists.

The course we must set for ourselves is a difficult one. It must

avoid, on the one hand, the indefinite continuance of a needlessly

high rate of Federal spending in excess of Federal income. It

must avoid, on the other hand, any penny-wise, pound-foolish

policy that could, through lack of needed strength, cripple the

cause of freedom everywhere.

This middle way may lack drama and sensation. But it has

sense and strength.

It may not scream with shrill crisis and emergency. But it

speaks with conviction and realism.

Because of the necessary costs of the national security, your

government is not just preaching economy but practicing it.

Every department of this government has already cut its requests

for funds for the next fiscal year. As a result, we have been able
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to reduce the previous Administration's request for appropriations

of new money by some 8 J/2 billion dollars. This prodigious sum
means more than $50 for every man, woman, and child in our

country. This is the first step in cutting expenditures. And
next year we shall spend at least 4.5 billion dollars less than was

previously planned.

Here let me add this word. Government cannot do this job

—

any more than any other job—^utterly alone. You and your

fellow-citizens who want your government to spend less must your-

selves practice self-restraint in the demands you make upon gov-

ernment. You as citizens cannot help the common cause by

merely favoring economy for every group except the one to which

you belong.

All that we have done and saved to date is an encouraging

start. But it is no more than a start. During every day of the

coming year we must and shall continue striving to find, in every

department of the government, new ways to achieve effectiveness

with economy. I need scarcely remind you that the saving of 4.5

billion dollars is less than half the deficit planned by the previous

Administration for the next fiscal year.

It is in the light of these facts that all of us must honestly face

the matter of taxes. It must be apparent that to accept a great

revenue loss at this time would be to ensure longer life to bigger

Federal deficits and greater eventual danger to our country.

The convictions of this Administration on these grave subjects

are clear and simple.

We believe that for the long term present taxes are too high.

We think they are becoming a real threat to individual initiative.

We believe, at the same time, that no citizen—once satisfied

that his government is operating with honesty and economy, and

planning with foresight—^wants any tax saving at the price of

essential national security.

We believe, finally, that our truly urgent need is to make our

nation secure, our economy strong, and our dollar sound.

For every American, this matter of the sound dollar is crucial.

5661G—60 23 3^3



^ 82 Public Papers of the Presidents

Without a sound dollar, every American family would face a re-

newal of inflation, an ever increasing cost of living, the withering

away of savings and life insurance policies. An immediate tax

reduction, and bigger deficits, which would in tum inflate the dol-

lar still more would cheat every family in America. It would
strike most cruelly at the poorest among us.

The balancing of the budget is, therefore, vital—^not merely as

some abstract, statistical feat to be performed by government ac-

countants but to help give each citizen the kind of dollar with

which each family in the nation can begin balancing its own
budget.

With this in mind, I am recommending the following measures

to the Congress for tax legislation.

First. The excess profits tax on corporations as now drawn
should be extended for six months beyond its present expiration

date of June 30—an extension that will produce a gain of revenue

of 800 million dollars.

Second. The 5% reduction in the regular income tax on cor-

porations, now scheduled to go into effect April i, 1954, should be

repealed. The continuation of this additional 5% will bring in

approximately 2 billion dollars a year.

Third. The reduction in excise taxes, which would take place

next April i under present law, should not be put into effect pend-

ing the development of a sounder system of excise taxation, for

which I shall make specific recommendations to the Congress

next January.

Fourth. There is now scheduled an increase in the old-age se-

curity tax from i /2% to 2% on both employees and employers, to

go into effect next January i . It can and should be postponed,

for the old-age and survivors trust fund has now reached 18 bil-

lion dollars and receipts at present tax rates are in excess of cur-

rent expenditures. This will be a worthwhile saving to wage-

earners and, in my judgment, is simple justice to them.

Finally: Another relief for the taxpayers will be in the reduc-
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tion in personal income taxes that will go into effect next Jan-

uary I.

While this is in accordance with the letter of existing laws, it

would not have been possible but for the economies in govern-

ment that have been and are being made by this Administration.

At the same time, I do not believe that the American people think

that earlier reduction would be prudent. Your communications

to me show that—^first of all—^you want our nation secure and our

dollar sound. This Administration agrees. To advance six

months the date of this scheduled reduction would take away 1.5

billion dollars and, to that extent, would risk both of the objec-

tives we seek.

I repeat, no effort will be spared in the coming months to

achieve additional vital economies. To do this in significant

amounts will depend on some gradual improvement in the world

situation. If we should be disappointed in this, I shall, of course,

be compelled to make recommendations for alternative sources of

revenue. But if these efforts prove successful, a balanced budget

will come within sight.

Next January, I shall recommend to the Congress a com-

pletely revised program of taxation. Already appropriate studies

are under way in the House Ways and Means Committee and in

the Treasury Department. Our system of taxation must not only

provide our government with the resources to be strong for free-

dom's sake, but also enable our people to apply their initiative and

industry fruitfully. This means taxes so adjusted as to fall where

payment is least harmful, and so planned as to create jobs and
expand the income of the mass of our people.

I have spoken to you tonight not only as your President but as

one whose life has been devoted to the military defense of our

country.

I have outlined my convictions as to the way to defend

America.

This is the way to work for national security—in the full, true

sense.
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It is with the greatest confidence that I say to you

:

We possess, as a people, all the qualities, all the talents, and

all the resources necessary to resolve the problems inherited from

the past or inherent in the present.

We live, as I have said, not in an instant of danger but in an age

of danger.

We will meet it, as Americans, boldly, vigorously, and

successfully.

We will make of it an age of productive freedom, unmatched in

all man's history.

This is what I ask all of you to help to do.

note: The President spoke from the White House at 10:30 p.m.

83 ^ Recorded Summary of Address to the

American People on the National Securityand Its

Costs. May 19, 1953

I HAVE JUST finished talkmg, ladies and gentlemen, to the

American people on two of the important problems that beset us

all today. They involve the budget—our fiscal problems on the

one hand—and on the other hand the problems of national

security.

Now, when we take these two problems together we get into

the question that involves the deepest kind of concern on the part

of your Government and should indeed on the part of all of us be-

cause on the one hand we have the great burden of taxes that

plague us, getting dangerously close to the point where they stifle

the initiative and the enterprise of the American worker and

businessman, and on the other hand, we have national security

with its great and tremendous costs on the Government and on

this nation.

Now, I should like first to tell you of the spirit—the attitude

—
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in which I approach this problem of national security. I believe

the American people are proud of and worthy of the traditions

they have inherited from their founding fathers. Among those

traditions is their memory of one great patriot, Patrick Henry.

Do you remember what he said?
—

"I know not what others may
do, but as for me—Give me Liberty or give me Death."

Now, I think that a people who still revere a man that could

talk that way are going to throw completely out all of those

croakers who now say, "Oh, yes, we like liberty. Give us liberty if

it doesn't cost us more than fifteen percent of our income." I

think the American people will have nothing to do with that kind

of talk but because they are ready to make the sacrifices that

mean security for this country of ours they are entitled to the

confidence that their Government is spending their money with

the greatest concern for its drain upon the pocketbook—the tax

drain upon their pocketbook. So—^what we are trying to do to-

day is to find a program of security that costs the least and then

through the most earnest kind of care to abolish duplication and

luxury from expenditures to minimize your cost to you.

In my talk I expressed a bit of what we might call the Ad-

ministration's philosophy of defense. In the first place, we all

understand that democracy does not prepare for aggressive war.

It has no intention of going to war if that can possibly be helped

and still preserve our liberties. Consequently we don't look to-

ward a possible emergency as just some moment of greatest dan-

ger. We realize that we are living in an age of danger and we
must so conduct our affairs that we can live through that age of

danger.

Now, part of our philosophy is this: We do not intend to be-

come a garrison state. We do not intend to impose rigid controls

over everything that the American people do—their production,

their going into uniform, their living, their thinking, their talk-

ing—^not at all. We expect to live as a free state, which means

that we must develop a program that can, imder the general prac-

tice of a free economy, carry the security burden for a long, long
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time if that is necessary, and we will do it without complaining

because we prize our freedoms that highly.

Now, in making all of the economies that are possible it is nec-

essary that we concentrate on that which is vitally necessary and
tend to put into second place, and even to eliminate where we
can, those things which are merely desirable. This, in view, we
are concentrating largely on air power—air power not only in the

American Air Force but in the Navy arm which absorbs more
than half of the appropriations made for the Navy. Indeed, for

all of the great costs for national security we find that we put

more than sixty cents out of every dollar into air power. That is

the measure in which we are concentrating on air power in the

defense of this country.

NOTE : The President's summary of his address was recorded for radio, tele-

vision, and newsreels.

84 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Recommending Tax Legislation. May 20, 1 953

To the Congress of the United States:

When this Administration took office four months ago, it in-

herited a critically unsound state of financial affairs. The federal

budget was unbalanced by 4 billion dollars in the fiscal year 1952

;

the estimates of the outgoing Administration indicated a further

deficit of 5.9 billion dollars in the current fiscal year, and a still

larger deficit of 9.9 billion dollars in the fiscal year 1954. More-
over, the estimate of the former Administration left on hand for

the end of this fiscal year 81 bilUon dollars of unspent appropria-

tions; in effect 81 billion dollars of bills which would fall due
and have to be paid by the new Administration.

In addition, revenues appear to have been over-estimated by
the former Administration to the extent of at least 1.5 billion

dollars in the fiscal year 1953 and about 1.2 billion dollars in the
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fiscal year 1954. These over-estimates will have the effect of

increasing the deficits already indicated for both of these years.

In addition to that, the present tax laws contain certain pro-

visions which will soon begin sharply to reduce Government

revenues. These tax reductions will reduce annual revenues by

an estimated 8 billion dollars. Only 2.1 billion dollars of this loss

falls in the fiscal year 1954. But the full effect falls in 1955

—

the latter being the first year for which the budget will be pre-

pared by the incoming Administration. The fact is that in 1954
and 1955 we reach the peak of expenditures caused by earlier

appropriations and programmed and contracted for expenditure

at the same time Government revenues are sharply reduced.

These simple facts highlight the problems we have faced in trying

to bring prudence and foresight into our budgetary planning.

Despite these problems we have made real progress in at-

tempting to straighten out our financial affairs. Our first effort

was a prompt review of the outgoing Administration's budget

recommendations for the fiscal year 1954. ^^ have thus far

succeeded in reducing those recommended requests for new ap-

propriations by about 8J4 billion dollars, an amount equivalent to

over fifty dollars for each man, woman and child in the Nation.

Expenditures in the fiscal year 1954 cannot immediately be

reduced by the full amount of this 8J4 billion dollars, because a

large part of the 1954 expenditures will be for the payment of

obligations incurred by the Government ia previous years. How-
ever, the reductions made in requested appropriations will even-

tually lead to a saving of the full amount. Some of this saving

will be reflected in lower expenditures in 1955 ^^^ later years

as well as in 1954.

Expenditures by the previous Administration in 1954 were

estimated at 78.6 billion dollars. They now are estimated at 74.1

billion dollars, 4.5 billion dollars less than had been planned.

We intend to continue our efforts to reduce Government spending

and to put the Nation's financial affairs on a sound basis. These

objectives will be pursued in our everyday operations and will
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chart our course in every budget this Administration transmits

to the Congress.

Almost 73 percent of our spending in 1954 ^^^1 be for national

security purposes, mostly for our own military services, interna-

tional programs, and atomic energy. Another 15 percent will

be for interest and veterans' programs, largely fixed costs brought

about by past wars. The remaining 1 2 percent has already been

substantially trimmed, and further reductions are under study.

To reduce expenditures enough to balance the 1954 budget

would require more drastic curtailment of our national security

programs than we can safely afford in today's troubled world.

These programs will be continually reviewed in light of the world

situation, our international commitments, and the need for econ-

omy and prudence in all Government operations. Substantial

reductions have been made already. We are working hard to

increase them within the framework of the Administration

program.

Against the foregoing revised expenditure estimate of 74.1 bil-

lion dollars, net revenues for the next fiscal year are now estimated

at 67.5 billion dollars, if all of the reductions in taxes authorized

under present laws take place. This would leave a deficit of 6.6

billion dollars.

Receipts for the current fiscal year ending on June 30 will be at

an all-time high level. Nevertheless, they will probably fall short

of the estimate made in the January budget message of the prior

Administration by 1.5 billion dollars, perhaps even more. With

the large collections at the end of June, a margin of error of sev-

eral hundred million dollars must be allowed for even at this late

date, but it is clear now that the earlier estimate was too high.

In view of recent experience with collections, the estimate of

receipts for the next fiscal year, made early last January by the

past Administration, is now revised downward by 1.2 billion dol-

lars. The new estimate is made on the assumption that employ-

ment and business will continue at a high level, but in the interest
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of prudence some relaxation of the extremely high rates of activity

now existing is allowed for.

Because of the reduced estimates of receipts, the deficit for the

next fiscal year, which the past Administration projected at 9.9

billion dollars, would rise to ii.i billion dollars if expenditures

were ,not curtailed. With the economies in expenditures which

I have recommended, the projected deficit would be brought

down to 6.6 billion dollars in the conventional or administrative

budget. The deficit on a cash basis, that is, after adjusting for

the retirement reserves and other special accounts, would then be

3.3 billion dollars.

The above estimates are based on the assumption that the re-

ductions in tax rates will take effect as now scheduled under the

law. Those reductions would involve a loss in revenue of 2.1

billion dollars in the fiscal year 1954, as follows

:

Estimated Revenue Loss From Scheduled Tax Reductions

[In billions of dollars]

Effective date Fiscalyear Fullyear

Corporation: of reduction ig^4 loss

Excess profits tax 7/i/53 • 8 2. o

Income tax 4/1/54 2. o

Individual income tax 1/1/54 i- i 3- o

Excise taxes 4/1/54 .2 i. o

Total 2.1 8.0

The discrepancies between the immediate fiscal-year and even-

tual full-year effects are explained by the date of the scheduled

reductions and by lags in collections.

If no reductions were made in present tax rates, estimated re-

ceipts would be 69.6 billion dollars in the next fiscal year, which

would exceed those of the current year by 2.4 billion dollars.

Even if the scheduled reductions in tax rates go into effect, total

receipts are estimated to reach an all-time high, exceeding those

of the current year by 300 million dollars.

Nevertheless, tax receipts will apparently fall considerably
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short of our necessary expenditures during the next fiscal year. In

view of this fact I have come to the conclusion that no reductions

in 'tax rates should become effective during this calendar year.

I regret this conclusion because I share the widespread feeling

that our taxes are generally too high and that some of our tax

laws are inherently defective. But facts are facts and I propose

that we face them. It seems to me that imder the conditions

stated here and regardless of the origination of the tax reductions

now written in the law, no Administration could acquiesce in

their taking place as scheduled unless it was willing to take

vigorous action to reduce expenditures sufficiently to bring out-

lays within available revenues.

The problem of fiscal readjustment is one of timing. Under

present conditions of high business activity, coupled with a budget

deficit, a tax reduction would not be consistent with attaining the

vital financial objective of a sound dollar. I want to see a tax

reduction carried out; I want it very much. But I want even

more to stop the deterioration of the currency which has been

going on for so many years under the unsound fiscal and monetary

policies of the past Administration.

As a matter of basic long-term policy, we must look forward

to reducing tax revenues as Government expenditures are cur-

tailed. But it is also wise under existing conditions not to reduce

receipts any faster than we can cut back on expenditures.

Since an immediate tax reduction would be financially un-

sound, I submit the following six recommendations for tax legis-

lation by the Congress

:

( I
) The excess profits tax should be extended as now drawn

for six months beyond its present expiration date of June 30.

This action seems necessary in spite of the fact that this is an

undesirable way of taxing corporate profits.

Though the name suggests that only excessive profits are taxed,

the tax actually penalizes thrift and efficiency and hampers busi-

ness expansion. Its impact is especially hard on successful small
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businesses which must depend on retained earnings for growth.

These disadvantages of the tax are now widely recognized. I

would not advocate its extension for more than a matter of

months. However, imder existing circumstances the extension

of the present law is preferable to the increased deficit caused by

its immediate expiration or to any short-term substitute tax.

The scheduled expiration of the tax in June would be mislead-

ing in its consequences. It would simply mean that the tax would

be applied at half the full rate, 15 percent, to all of this year's

business income. Therefore its bad effects in penalizing efficiency

and encouraging waste will continue through this year in any

event. The extension of the tax through December 1953 would

maintain the full 30 percent rate for the entire year and would

produce a gain in revenue of 800 million dollars in the fiscal year

1954-

(2) The reduction in the regular corporate tax rate from 52

percent to 47 percent, now scheduled to go into effect on April i,

1954, should be rescinded. A continuation of these extra five

percentage points on the corporate tax will bring in about 2 bil-

lion dollars a year, about the same amount as will be lost annually

by the expiration of the excess profits tax at the end of this cal-

endar year.

Though a 52 percent corporate tax rate is too high for the long

run, the budget will not now permit a reduction in both individual

and regular corporate tax rates. A reduction in individual taxes

must come first, for the benefit of the entire economy.

(3) The increase in the old-age insurance tax from i^ to 2

percent on both employees and employers, now scheduled to go

into effect next January i, should be postponed until January i,

1955-

The old-age and survivors trust fund has now reached almost

18 billion dollars. Receipts at present tax rates are currently

well in excess of expenditures. The further addition to the fund

which would flow from the projected tax increase is not required.
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From now on, the old-age tax and trust accounts, while main-

taining the contributory principle, should be handled more nearly

on a pay-as-you-go basis.

The postponement of the tax increase will reduce the impending

tax burden on every covered employee and employer. It will

not influence the administrative budget, but it will involve an

increase in the cash deficit.

(4) The wide variety of existing excise rates makes little eco-

nomic sense and leads to improper discrimination between indus-

tries and among consumers. Specific proposals for a modified

system of excise taxation will be included in the recommendations

for tax revisions that will be submitted to the Congress next

January.

The reductions in excise taxes, which would take place next

April I under present law, should be rescinded pending the

development of a better system of excise taxation.

(5) I believe that a reduction in personal income taxes can

and should be made effective next January i. This reduction

will amount to about 10 percent on the lower and middle incomes,

graduating down to between one and two percent on the highest

brackets. While this reduction is in accordance with existing

law, it would have been impossible to accomplish on the basis

of the previous Administration's budget without additional deficit

financing with its resultant inflationary pressures. A reduction

will be justified next January only because of reductions in pro-

posed expenditures which the present Administration has already

been able to make and because of additional economies we expect

to achieve in the future.

While this Administration will spare no effort to effect further

economies, large-scale success in that effort will depend on some

easing of the tension that besets the world today. Should this

improvement fail to come about and thereby prevent significant

further economies, I shall find it necessary to make recommenda-

tions for alternative sources of revenue. However, if we are able

to follow without interruption the course we have marked out,
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a balanced budget will be in sight and the much-needed tax relief

will be a sound financial measure.

(6) As you know, the Ways and Means Committee of the

House of Representatives is currently engaged in a comprehensive

re-examination of the existing tax structure. To help achieve

this objective, I have asked the Secretary of the Treasury to

present by the end of the year recommendations to remove exist-

ing inequities of our tax structure, simplify the needless compli-

cations which have developed over the years in tax laws, and

generally secure a better balance of tax revenues. The analysis

in the Treasury is being made in close cooperation with the

appropriate Committees of the Congress and their staffs.

The Treasury must be assured of adequate revenues to finance

necessary expenditures for national security and other essential

purposes. At the same time, we must develop a system of taxa-

tion which, to the greatest extent possible, will not discourage

work, savings and investment, but will permit and encourage

initiative and the sound growth of our free economy.

A recapitulation of the budget position for the next fiscal year

is given below, showing the effects of the revisions and recom-

mendations which I have made in this message:

Budget Outlook Fiscal Year 1954

[In billions of dollars]

Budget eX' Budget Deficit ad-
penditures receipts ministrative Deficit cask

January budget, past Administration 78. 6 68. 7 9. 9 6. 6
Revisions in estimates —4. 5 —1.2 —3. 3 —3. 3

Revised budget, with scheduled tax re-

ductions 74. I 67.

5

6.

6

3.

3

Effect of recommended changes in taxes

from rates now scheduled to become ef-

fective i.o — i.o *— -5

Revised budget 74. i 68.

5

5.

6

2.

8

1 Difference between effects on administratire and cash budgets is explained by a reduction of 500 million

dollars in old-age insurance tax receipts.

325



^ 84 Public Papers of the Presidents

The Administration has begun the heavy task of putting the

federal government's fiscal house in order. It is moving vigor-

ously to reduce expenditures with due regard for the needs of

national security. I am making the above tax recommendations

in the conviction that they are prudent and sound. I commend

them to the earnest attention of the Congress.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

85 ^ Statementby the Presidenton the

Forthcoming Meeting of the Heads of Government

of the United States, Great Britain, and France.

May 21, ig^3

THE GOVERNMENTS of the United States, Great Britain and

France have been in consultation with the view of holding an

informal high level meeting. We have agreed that such a meet-

ing is desirable at a date convenient to all of us. A primary

purpose will be further to develop common viewpoints with these

friends on the many problems that must be solved cooperatively

so that the cause of world peace may be advanced.

86 ^ Statement by the President Upon Signing

the Submerged Lands Act. May 22, 1953

I AM PLEASED to sign this measure into law recognizing the

ancient rights of the States in the submerged lands within their

historic boundaries. As I have said many times I deplore and I

will always resist federal encroachment upon rights and affairs

of the States. Recognizing the States' claim to these lands is in

keeping with basic principles of honesty and fair play.

This measure also recognizes the interests of the Federal Gov-

ernment in the submerged lands outside of the historic boundaries
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of the States. Such lands should be administered by the Federal

Government and income therefrom should go into the Federal

Treasury.

note: As enacted, the Submerged Lands Act is Public Law 31, 83d Congress

(67 Stat. 29).

87 ^ Statementby the Presidenton the Armistice

Negotiations at Panmunjom. May 26, 1953

THE ATTENTION of the free world is focused upon the armis-

tice negotiations at Panmunjom. There, on May 25, the United

Nations Command renewed its efforts to bring an honorable peace

to Korea and a fair and humane settlement of the POW issue.

To speed these negotiations the United Nations Command re-

quested executive, in other words confidential, sessions. We are

continuing to observe the executive nature of those sessions.

There are, however, certain principles inherent in the United

Nations Command position which are basic and not subject to

change. No prisoners will be repatriated by force. No prisoners

will be coerced or intimidated in any way. And there must be a

definite limit to the period of their captivity. The procedures

used in handling the prisoners must reflect these principles.

In all this, our allies are in full accord. These principles ac-

cord also with the prevailing view of a representative bipartisan

group of Senators and Congressmen who have been consulted.

Finally: These principles on which we stand are the same ais

those which were formally approved by fifty-four members of

the United Nations.
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88 ^ The President's News Conference of

May 28, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. There is one piece of spot news which, of course,

I assume all of you people know about.

This morning there was picked up in the monitoring processes

a message from Moscow which is apparently an order to the Rus-

sian commissioner—the Soviet commissioner—in Germany to

disband and dissolve the Soviet control section, and to relieve

the commander and the troops of all responsibility in control of

what was called, I believe, the Free German Republic.

I bring it up merely to say that there is no use asking any

questions on it, because I was informed about it only a little while

ago. What the meaning, or the import, or the purpose of the

order is, we don't know. So there is just really no use asking

questions about it, because what the meaning can be we haven't

yet tried to decide.

Now, there has just been too much happening for me to at-

tempt to give you a summary of my own, and I think we might as

well start on the questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, do you

share Senator Taft's view that we should forget the United

Nations as far as the Korean war is concerned?

THE PRESIDENT. No. I think that you will understand that if

you attempt to talk about this whole business of foreign relations,

one is apt to get into a lecture that rims a little long. But at the

risk of being just a bit verbose, let me explain one or two things.

I have had a very great deal of experience in dealing with coali-

tions, in filling positions of responsibility under them. It's always

difficult. And I am quite certain that there arise occasions when

if any one nation or any one authority were acting singly, pos-

sibly the decision in that point would be better than to subject

it to all of the trimmings and the compromises that come out of

the effort to achieve some kind of unanimity of opinion.
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But you can't have cooperative action in these great develop-

ments and processes in just the spots of the globe, or in just the

particular problems, that you would like to select.

If you are going to go it alone one place, you of course in the

long run have to go it alone everywhere. If you are going to

try to develop a coalition of understanding based upon decency,

upon your ideas of justice, common concepts of governments

established by the will of free men, then you have got to make

compromises. You have got to find that way in between certain

conflicting local considerations that will serve the best good of all.

Now, that is what we are up against today. Our whole policy

is based on this theory: no single free nation can live alone in the

world. We have got to have friends. Those friends have got to

be tied to you, in some form or another. But we have to have

that unity in basic purposes that comes from a recognition of

common interests. That is what we are up against.

Now, not being a particularly patient man, I share the irri-

tations and the sense of frustration that comes to everybody who,

working along in what he believes to be a decent purpose, finds

himself balked by what he thinks is sometimes the ignorance, or

the errors of someone who is otherwise his friend.

I understand those things, but I'll tell you : only patience, only

determination, only optimism, and only a very deep faith can

carry America forward.

Here at home we have our differences on these opinions be-

cause we are i6o million people. But I earnestly believe we
cannot desert the great purpose for which we are working.

I apologize for the length of my answer, but I think that the

subject deserves that much explanation.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President,

would you care to comment on whether the United States should

take every possible step to prevent the entry of Communist China

into the United Nations?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, as of this moment, I say this: there has

never been proposed to me, seriously, by anybody in Government,

329



^ 88 Public Papers of the Presidents

that we should allow them in the United Nations. I assume that

you mean under the conditions and the circumstances of the

world as they now exist, in what we call Red Communist China,

believing as we do it is subservient to Moscow, whether it should

be in it. I believe it should not.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, Christian Science Monitor: Mr.
President, on the same question, do you think that the United

States should serve advance notice that if the United Nations

should include Red China, that we would withdraw financial

support from the United Nations?

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Drummoud, I really don't like answering

questions, particularly hypothetical questions, before they arise.

No one ever knows exactly the circumstances of proposals. You
people used to ask me whether I would ever accept a nomination

under such and such and such conditions, and I did not believe

those conditions were going to arise. Now, right this moment,
I don't believe the condition is going to arise on the question

which you talk about.

Q. Mr. Drummond: I would like to say that I didn't think

it was a theoretical question, because a Senate appropriations

committee yesterday approved such an action.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I havcu't read the papers this morning,

I guess, as thoroughly as I should have. Then it is not theoreti-

cal, no, because it is at least obvious that someone in a responsible

position is thinking in that direction.

I would say this : they propose a very, very drastic sort of cure

for something which I would consider a very grave error—^now

make no mistake there. But I don't know whether I could go

along with that answer. I hope you would give me time to think

that one over. That is getting pretty drastic, I think.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Some
commentators—^very sympathetic commentators—^have taken the

opinion that you are confronted with a strong tide of isolationism

in this country. Do you feel that, sir? Do you believe that to be

the case?
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THE PREsroENT. I don't know how much weight a man in my
position should give to the sentiments expressed in the vast

amount of mail that we get. Our mail, incidentally, I think has

been averaging from three to five times above world's records!

It is quite heavy. There is nothing in that mail that would indi-

cate there is any growth of isolationism. I should say, to the con-

trary; the mass of opinion that I obtain is that our people have

come to a very clear realization that there is no safety for any

free country alone, that we must have friends.

As I say, I never like to challenge the motives of anybody, be-

cause I myself can well understand almost the resentment, the

anger that comes at times, when we are trying to do right and we
get literally slapped in the face. But I believe that this is some-

thing that the world position of America has brought to us as one

of the things we must solve—the kind of leadership that lessens

these bitter occurrences, and brings forward each day, by a little

bit, greater assurance of peace and security.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

both Prime Minister Churchill and Rene Mayer, before his gov-

ernment fell, have said that they look for the forthcoming

Bermuda conference to lead to a Big Four conference, with Rus-

sia included. Do you share that objective?

THE PRESIDENT. Not in thosc tcrms. I believe that a meeting

among the three powers of which we are speaking is important

just for itself.

Again, I hope you will allow me to refer to my past experience.

When I was in charge of SHAEF, I constantly urged frequent

meetings among the commanders on the military side, and among
the political leaders and their representatives on the other side,

simply for the good that flows out of these contacts through de-

veloping understanding.

Let me point out that our Constitution does not require Con-

gress to meet only when there is an emergency to declare, or some

other terrible problem is facing the United States; they meet to

consult over the business of the United States—the people of the
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United States. Now, I don't mean to say these bodies of which

we are speaking in the international field are governing bodies

in the sense that the Congress is a governing body. But if you are

going to get understandings among people, promote the feeling

of friendliness and create the atmosphere in which they can work

effectively, then occasionally you ought to meet—and, I think, at

least very occasionally, among the very highest officials of those

governments.

So I feel this: the meeting would be beneficial in itself. If it

leads to a meeting of the four, or a later meeting, it would be

because of some development that would seem to justify it. But I

don't think that it is necessarily going to lead to such a meeting.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: As I read Senator

Taft's speech, he had refined down the general question on inter-

national cooperation to about this: that if the present truce ne-

gotiations fail, that then we should go it alone—^not prior to that

time; but that if they fail, we should then go ahead and finish

the war, alone if necessary. That is a little different

THE PRESIDENT. Well uow, I am not going to put words in

Senator Taft's mouth, because I did not read the speech in that

detail. But I do believe this: when he says go it alone, he must

mean that we insist on following our own beliefs and convictions

in the situation. He certainly doesn't mean that we just would

throw everybody out.

Q. Mr. Wilson : No, sir. But after the truce negotiations have

failed, if I read his speech correctly—in fact, that is what he said

exactly, that if the truce negotiations break down, then we should

go it alone.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, but supposc thcsc negotiations break

down because of something that the Chinese won't agree to?

Isn't that it?

Q. Mr. Wilson : Yes, sir, but they might also be something that

the United States would not advocate, were it not for the position

of Great Britain.

THE PRESIDENT. Thcrc is Something confusing here. I don't
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believe I had better try to answer it. I don't understand what
could be meant by such a thing. Look—suppose all of us here

are friends, and we are trying to get somebody out on the street

to agree to something and he disagrees, does that mean we all sud-

denly here become enemies and break up? I don't understand

that.

Q. Mr. Wilson: Would you permit me to read the whole

paragraph?

THE PRESIDENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Wilson: He said: "I beUeve we might as well forget

the United Nations as far as the Korean war is concerned. I

think we should do our best now to negotiate this truce, and if we
fail, then let England and our other allies know that we are with-

drawing from all further peace negotiations in Korea."

THE PRESIDENT. Well, from further peace negotiations; he

doesn't say withdrawal from the allies and Britain. They might

agree with you, that there is no further use to conduct peace

negotiations.

Q. Mr. Wilson : That is correct.

THE PRESIDENT. As I Say, there is some idea there that I am not

grasping, and I don't think it is fair to ask me to try to comment
on it when I don't.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President,

your opening statement on this question is a pretty important one

at this time. I wonder if you would consider letting us quote you

directly on it—^your answer to Mr. Smith's question, opening

statement on whether we go it alone or not?

THE PRESIDENT. I think you had better take the usual rule,

because I don't know whether I used even grammatical language.

[Laughter']

Q. Mr. Leviero: The grammar is incidental, we will be willing

to forego that. [Laughter]

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU Say this : I don't know what the prac-

tices are, but if you find something there that you think is worthy

of quoting, you bring it to Mr. Hagerty. If he says, "Yes, that's
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what the General said," it's okay by me. I don't care/

Q. Edward F. Creagh, Associated Press: Sir, in your opening

statement, you said something about if we go it alone in one

place—I missed the last part of that—^it's a rather important

part.

THE PRESIDENT. I meant merely this: you can't pick and

choose the places where you will have partners and friends, and

then in other places in the world say, "We pay no attention to you

here—^we do as we please," when they think that their interests

are also involved. What I am trying to say is that this kind of

thing—^maybe I shouldn't liken it to a marriage, but let us say to

a long-term partnership—^you have got to take the ups and downs,

you have got to go along with your associates. You can't say, in

North Africa we all agree, in South Africa we all go it alone.

It just won't work. This is an effort to produce a unity that,

as I have said so many times, is based on appreciation of common
values, common sense of values.

Now, you must remember that Woodrow Wilson once, in using

very literary words in this regard, said that the highest form of

efficiency is the spontaneous cooperation of a free people.

What we are really trying to do is, in a practical way, translate

in the international world the thought that there is greater effi-

ciency in real cooperation among people who are dedicated to

fine ideals than there is in a forced unity, brought about by the

power of arms. Now that is really what we are trying to do.

It is tough, and it isn't going to be easily accomplished. It isn't

going to be accomplished quickly; this is a long-term thing.

Q. William H. Lawrence, New York Times: Has your atten-

tion been directed to the effort by an official of the Rumanian

Legation to subvert an American citizen by offering to trade his

two children who were held hostage?

THE PRESIDENT. Actually, I have gotten no official report, but

* Mr. Smith's opening question and the President's reply were released for direct

quotation later that day.
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I did get the report from the papers, and I beUeve on a television

thing I saw it.

So, I have no official thing on it.

Q. James B. Reston, New York Times: Mr. President, I won-

dered if you would clarify one point on the discussions on the

truce talks in the Far East. There seems to be an assumption

in what you have said this morning, that somehow the allies were

forcing us to do something in the truce negotiations out there

other than what we wanted them to?

THE PREsroENT. You Said I said that?

(2 Mr. Reston : No, sir, but there seems to be in the discussions

some assumption that they are forcing us, or asking us to do

something

THE PRESIDENT. There have been, of course, differences of

opinion on procedures, one person or one government believing

so and so would be persuasive, another believing such and such

would best serve our interests. But on the basic factor that there

shall be no forced repatriation of prisoners, I have seen no waver-

ing anywhere. As a matter of fact, I think publicly the

governments in Europe and elsewhere have supported our

position.

There have been, of course, within our own government, some

people who want to be much tougher, lay down particularly

specific rules and procedures. But the basic thing has been, as

explained in my talk of April 16—I tried to do it just as clearly

as I could—there has never been any wavering on the idea of no

forced repatriation. None that I know of.

Q. Carleton Kent, Chicago Sun-Times: Mr. President, are

you satisfied with the explanation that the security people in the

State Department have given for their failure to clear Mrs.

Mildred McAfee Horton for that United Nations job?

THE PRESIDENT. I really have very little more to say about it

than I see Under Secretary Smith has said, where he admitted

there was some apparently unwarranted delay in the State Depart-

ment, and he believed that he had cleared it up for the future.
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But I must say this: you people have probably read in the

papers some of the impatience that extremists feel because of

what they call the slow way in which we are changing the face

of government. But when you change a vast organism, such as

the Federal Government has come to be, the job of conducting

the necessary investigations is stupendous. There is one place

—

the FBI—^where is done all of a certain kind of this work. Their

work is detailed, it is laborious, and it really takes time. So I

think that the explanation given has a very great degree of logic

in it, although I understand that General Smith also said certain

delays occurred within the State Department itself. It is a

terrific job.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, there has been some confusion as to whether the Joint Chiefs

of Staff approved the Defense budget cuts, both in appropriations

and expenditures?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I must Say that, of course, much as my
heart and background is tied up in that work, you must know
that I can't be present at every meeting. I would assume that

not always do you get loo percent agreement on every proposal

made. But I also assume that these men, working together

—

these Joint Chiefs of Staff and their civilian superiors—come out

with what they believe to be the best overall solution they can

get to a problem.

You know, if there was only one side to these problems, they

wouldn't be problems; you put down the equal sign in a difficult

equation only when there are two sides. So the answers are

rarely those that meet the convictions and opinions of very honest

men but often men that are extremists or attach greater value to

particular factors than the group does.

What I am assured is that the group, as a whole, believes these

are the best answers that we can derive at this particular moment,

as they see the problem. And that is the best that I can hope for.

Q. Mr. Brandt : There is indication that the Joint Chiefs in-

dividually have said they made recommendations which they
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thought were necessary for the security of the country, and that

those recommendations were cut down.

THE PRESIDENT. I havc no doubt about that. I will tell you

this: all my Kfe I did it, starting as a major. I used to have to

prepare the reports that went before the Appropriations Com-

mittee. All my life I have pointed out where there were great

dangers—and I believe there were great dangers. No one can

assume that any amount of actual miUtary strength is a guarantee

against risk ; there is no such thing.

Q. Mr. Brandt : Who makes the final decision? You, or

THE PREsroENT. They make them. If it is not made in the

Defense Department, and they consider a question that is of such

broad policy, basic policy, then it comes to me and I make it.

Q. Mr. Brandt : Did you make this one, sir?

THE PREsroENT. I think that is all I will say about that par-

ticular question.

Q. Martin S. Hayden, Detroit News: Mr. President, there

seems to be a desire among some of the Republican Members of

the Senate to have you give your personal assurance, from your

military experience, that the cuts in the Air Force will not jeop-

ardize our defense. Would you be willing to do that, sir?

THE PREsroENT. I would Certainly do this: I would say that,

as of this moment and as I see the situation now, they do not

jeopardize it beyond that point that I have often spoken to this

group, I am sure, about—the reasonable posture of defense.

I do not say that we have got everything ready as I demanded

it would be ready before I went across the Channel in 1944. We
are not in the same kind of a situation. We picked the day. We
knew when we wanted our maximum force. We knew the

buildup we wanted. We knew exactly what we were up against,

within a matter of a division or two. We knew the exact force.

We knew exactly what the enemy's reactions would be.

We don't know those things. We have got to estimate and to

live with estimates. I want to point out to you ladies and gentle-

men, again and again, you are dealing in equations now where
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every single factor is an unknown—all of it. Now you have to

take those unknowns and through your experience, through the

best things you can get together, get reasonable answers, do the

best you can.

Now, my own deep conviction is that what we are now doing

is going to give us the greatest ultimate and bearable strength

over the years that I see ahead, that we have got to maintain it.

I am, of course, as you know, dedicated to the idea that we will

produce better conditions in the world, and these burdens can

finally be lightened. For the moment, though, we are preparing

on the basis of going up to whatever the circumstances of the

moment dictate to be a reasonable posture, and to maintain it.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: One of the points

of difference between ourselves and our allies, and of considerable

discussion in Congress, has been the question of East-West trade,

both in Europe and in the Far East. There has been a consider-

able dispute as to what actually is the administration's point of

view, the Defense and State Departments apparently being in

conflict. Would you give us your concept?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I dou't think they are in very deep con-

flict, as I imderstand the presentations they have made to me.

Moreover, I should say that there is no permanent philosophy

of action or course of action that has been dictated, so far. But

I do know this : there have been pointed out, on both sides of the

fence, instances over the past 2 or 3 years where the Communists

have been helped by certain kinds of trade. But it has been

equally pointed out that we would be foolish just to say that we
can win the position we are seeking in the world by just refusing

to trade with everybody except people that we happen to like at

the moment. All sorts of factors enter into this business of trade,

one of them being that it is a great influence in the hands of the

diplomat. If you make it completely impossible for a country you

are trying to win over, to trade with you, it has got to go some-

where else. And if it goes completely into the arms of someone
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hostile to you and to your form of life, then you haven't been very

intelligent.

Now, I have heard these things discussed by both sides. My
own opinion, which I don't expect to express here this morning

—

it is a personal one—I am perfectly clear in what I think we

should do, but I do hope that all my own associates and advisers

come to a somewhat similar opinion on their own.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Portland (Maine) papers: Mr. Presi-

dent, if I may go back to Mr. Reston's question, whether we are

being pushed by our allies into terms in Korea of which we do

not fully approve, do you think we should accept an agreement

which is opposed by the South Korean Government?

THE PRESIDENT. I would Say this: we certainly should never

adopt a solution that at least our own conscience tells us is unfair

to South Korea. I do believe this, though: these things we are

talking about, these great objectives, are not attained in one great

sudden agreement that everybody sits down and signs and then

the world is lovely; you have to go ahead step by step. I believe

that if we could, at this moment, get an agreement on the order

of the kind that they are now seeking—as you know, it is an exec-

utive session; the only thing I have said about these things is the

great principle of nonrepatriation we stick to—I believe that

then we are in a better position to go ahead with what we think

is just in Korea than we are now.

Q. Alice A. Dunnigan, Associated Negro Press: I wondered

when we can expect a statement on the Contract Compliance

Committee?

THE PRESIDENT. I couldu't hear you.

Q. Mrs. Dunnigan: I said that—could you give us any idea

when we might expect the statement on the Contract Compliance

Committee?

THE PRESIDENT. They havc not reported to me yet; but I will

have Mr. Hagerty call them up and give you a report on it.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, how is the
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delay in forming a new French government affecting the timing

on the Bermuda conference? Is there a possibility of delay?

THE PREsroENT. I supposc it could be delayed. Very naturally,

if I would meet there on the basis I am talking about, to promote

friendship and a better atmosphere, well, I should like these three

friends, that went through so much together in World War II, all

there.

Q. Mr. Smith : Would you tell us, please, sir, how you arranged

the meeting with Mr. Churchill; and secondly, whether you in-

tend to take to Bermuda representatives of the Congress?

THE PRESIDENT. Ladics and gentlemen, the thing has really

gone very little further than I have explained to you this morn-

ing. Now, I have been very anxious that it be a small and not a

great, full-dress, so-called, meeting. I have even suggested that

we could meet without an agenda, and I think that was a little,

possibly, surprising to some.

But what I would want to do is to sit down, with the kind of

question we have been talking over here this morning, and ac-

tually explore someone's mind and to be frank with him.

Now I did suggest when this thing first came up, let us keep

our delegations small—^very small. \l don't know, as a matter

of fact, what the accommodations are in Bermuda. Originally,

I might tell you, I suggested going into one of our northeastern

sections, because in talking to the Prime Minister I felt that I

ought to be able to say there is a place we could meet, mutually

convenient. He suggested Bermuda; and I was glad, of course,

to accept. So I don't even know what the accommodations are.

Now, as far as taking anyone along that would like to know

what is going on day by day, I would be delighted. Actually,

whether we can do it until we have talked to the others and

what they are going to do, if we are thinking of having them

right in meetings, where these two other men and I are talking,

then I don't know because I haven't explored that far.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Texas papers: Mr. President, there

seems to be some contradiction between Mr. Smith's first ques-
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tion on the Taft speech and your answer, and Mr. Wilson's ques-

tion and his clarification of the speech; you said, you had not

read it in detail.

THE PRESIDENT. That's right.

Q. Mrs. McClendon: Would it be asking too much, sir, since

there is such a confusion over this and it is so important, would

it be asking too much if you were to read it in detail today, and

give us a statement of your views?

THE PRESIDENT. No. Sorry—I won't—I can't do that. Besides,

to tell you the truth

—

[laughing]—^if I had to read all the speeches

that are in the papers in detail, I would be pretty badly off.

Now, I have admitted Senator Taft's right to his own convic-

tions and opinions. What I have done is explained my attitude

toward this whole business, my philosophy, and what I am going

to attempt, to lead this Government and these people in the

direction I am going to lead them. I believe in it with all my
heart, and I don't believe that discouragement and frustration,

and even resentment, have a right to turn us from a course which

we believe to be just and good. Now that is my comment on it.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Sir, a couple of

weeks ago, you said in response to a question, I believe, that you

considered the Niagara River power redevelopment primarily a

matter of New York State responsibility. Since that time, there

has been a little confusion on the Hill as to what exactly you
meant by New York State responsibility. Did that mean New
York State administration's wishes?

THE PRESIDENT. The Ncw York what?

Q. Mr. Emory: Did you mean by New York State responsi-

bility, sir, the desire of the New York State administration?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't kuow cxactly what their desires are.

I have studied this thing only as it was presented to me. New
York State has never presented anything to me.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's tenth Executive Office Building at 10:30

news conference was held in the a.m. on Thursday, May 28, 1953.
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89 ^ Special Message to the Congress on the

Organization of the Executive Branch for the

Conduct of Foreign Affairs. June i, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

The history of recent decades has brought a profound and
irrevocable change in the role of our Nation in world affairs.

We have assumed a position of leadership among the free nations

of the world in our imited quest of a just and lasting peace. No
national ambition, no selfish desire, but the sheer force of cir-

cumstance—the compelling need of freedom's cause—^has

brought us to this position and this responsibility.

To meet this responsibility, our Nation today is dedicated to

intemational action in concert with other nations—through the

United Nations and in regional arrangements with other nations

for collective security, for economic and social cooperation, de-

signed to foster a commimity of world law. We have come to

know that national security entails mutual security with other

free nations. And we have come to know that their freedom, in

turn, depends heavily upon our strength and the wisdom with
which we use it.

To meet the challenge of this responsibility effectively—^to con-

vert earnest intent into constructive fact—^we must achieve the

most efficient and cohesive possible organization for the conduct

of our foreign affairs. Slackness, confusion, blurred authority

and clouded responsibility—any of these can defeat the noblest

purposes of any foreign policy.

Our organization for the conduct of foreign affairs has been

built upon a patchwork of statutes which needs careful restudy

as a basis for new legislation. The development of new legisla-

tion will take time. By early next year we will be prepared, with

appropriate consultation with the Congress, to recommend such

legislation. In the meantime we must improve the present

arrangements within the framework of existing legislation.
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To date, the organization of the executive branch for foreign

affairs has been deficient in two major respects. First: there has

been no clear assignment of central responsibility for foreign pol-

icy below the President. Second : a number of programs which

implement our foreign policy have been scattered within the

executive branch rather than being grouped together for the most

efficient and economical administration.

We must correct these deficiencies. The measures proposed

are directed toward that objective. The consideration of new
legislation will open up further reorganization possibilities.

First. We are taking the necessary steps to confirm the his-

toric responsibility of the Department of State as the agency

responsible under the President for the development and control

of foreign policy and all relations with foreign governments. Not
only must the Department of State be given clear authority to

provide guidance on our foreign policies to all other agencies of

the Federal Government; it is equally important that each Chief

of Diplomatic Mission in each foreign country provide effective

coordination of, and foreign policy direction with respect to, all

United States Government activities in the country.

Second. We must bring together in a single organization for-

eign assistance and related economic operations now dispersed

among several agencies of the executive branch.

Third. We must provide a new, separate organization for the

international information programs now administered by the De-

partment of State and the Mutual Security Agency.

To achieve the organization I have outlined requires a series

of related actions. Accordingly, I am transmitting to the Con-

gress today, by the required statutory message in each instance.

Reorganization Plans Nos. 7 and 8 of 1953, under the Reorgani-

zation Act of 1949, as amended. Those plans take many of the

necessary steps. I am making other changes by executive order.

I am, in addition, setting forth in a letter addressed to department

and agency heads, the arrangements which will govern relation-
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ships among executive branch officials in the conduct of our inter-

national responsibilities.

Reorganization Plan No. 7 has as its major purpose the realign-

ment of our foreign assistance and related economic operations.

It establishes a new Foreign Operations Administration and
abolishes the present Mutual Security Agency and certain offices.

It centers in the head of the new Administration the functions

vested in the Mutual Security Agency and the Director for Mu-
tual Security, including the Director's functions under the Mutual
Defense Assistance Control Act.

To centralize further the foreign assistance and related eco-

nomic responsibilities in the head of the new Foreign Operations

Administration, I am taking certain administrative actions.

These include the transfer from the Secretary of State to the Di-

rector of the Foreign Operations Administration four responsibil-

ities: the administration of the Act for International Develop-

ment; assistance to private foreign relief organizations; programs

for aiding persons who have escaped from Communist areas; and
operating fimctions with respect to United States participation

in the United Nations Technical Assistance Program, the United

Nations International Children's Emergency Fund, the United

Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency, and the Intergovern-

mental Committee for European Migration. These administra-

tive actions also include the delegation by the President to the

Director of the Foreign Operations Administration of appropriate

responsibilities respecting the Palestine refugee program.

The new Foreign Operations Administration will have as its

direct responsibility two major related assistance programs which

previously have been separately administered. Both the Tech-

nical Cooperation Administration in the Department of State and
the Mutual Security Agency have administered technical as-

sistance programs. At the very least, this has meant some dupli-

cation in the performance of certain common functions, including

the recruitment of technicians and the formulation of general

policies. It has made difficult the achievement of a balanced
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programming of technical assistance on a world-wide basis.

The transfer of the Technical Cooperation Administration is

not intended to modify the character of the United States tech-

nical cooperation program as a long-range effort to cooperate

with the governments and peoples of other countries in develop-

ing their economies and raising their standards of living. The
technical cooperation program will be carried out solely in fur-

therance of the purposes of the Act for Intemational Develop-

ment. The transfer of the functions vested in the President by

the Act for International Development includes the programs

under that act administered by the Institute of Inter-American

Affairs.

The new Director of the Foreign Operations Administration

will have the same responsibilities as his predecessor for contin-

uous supervision, general direction and coordination of all foreign

assistance programs, including the military assistance responsibil-

ities vested in the Secretary of Defense.

Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1953 pi*ovides for abolishing the

offices of Special Representative in Europe and Deputy Special

Representative in Europe, as authorized by section 504 of the

Mutual Security Act of 1951, as amended. I am establishing

a new United States mission to the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-

zation and European regional organizations. The chief of the

mission will report to and receive instructions from the Secretary

of State. The mission will include representatives of the Secre-

tary of Defense, the Secretary of the Treasury and the Director

of the Foreign Operations Administration.

Reorganization Plan No. 8 establishes a new agency—the

United States Information Agency—^for the conduct of our in-

formation programs. These include, with certain limited excep-

tions, four programs : the information activities now administered

by the Intemational Information Administration of the Depart-

ment of State; the information programs financed in connection

with government in occupied areas; the information program of

the Mutual Security Agency; and the Technical Cooperation
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Administration information program. The first three of these

programs would be shifted by Reorganization Plan No. 8, while

the last would be reassigned by executive order.

Various arrangements have been provided in the past for the

coordination of these programs, but the placing of them in a

single agency seems the one sound way to provide real unity and

greater efficiency. This action, moreover, brings under single

management all the funds to be expended on these foreign

information activities.

These information activities must, of course, be subject to

special guidance and control in view of their direct relation to

the conduct of foreign affairs and national security policy.

Therefore, Reorganization Plan No. 8 specifies that the Secre-

tary of State shall provide to the Director of the new agency on

a current basis full guidance concerning the foreign policy of

the United States. The plan also specifies, and I have amplified

this in my letter to the department and agency heads, that the

Secretary of State shall control the content of a program setting

forth official United States' positions for use abroad. The pro-

gram will be clearly identified as such by an exclusive descriptive

label. I have likewise instructed that the new United States

Information Agency shall report to the President through the

National Security Council or as the President may otherwise

direct.

In administering the information program in the Department
of State, the Secretary of State has relied on various general

statutes authorizing and controlling administrative matters. To
insure that adequate authority may be vested in the new Director,

Reorganization Plan No. 8 provides that he may, in carrying out

his fimctions, exercise such administrative authorities of the Sec-

retary of State and of certain other officers as the President may
specify.

This is necessary because the legislation dealing with the infor-

mation programs does not contain administrative provisions. For

example: the Director of the new United States Information
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Agency will need personnel authority. I, therefore, plan to au-

thorize an independent personnel system for this agency's foreign

operations under authority of the last subsection of section 2 of

Plan No. 8. This system will be based on the provisions of the

Foreign Service Act of 1946. It will give authority to the Direc-

tor to appoint personnel and take such other personnel actions

as are necessary, thereby relieving the Secretary of State of re-

sponsibility with respect to personnel actions. Such personnel

would receive compensation, allowances, and other benefits ap-

plicable to Foreign Service Reserve, Staff, and alien personnel.

It is not planned to extend to the new agency any authority with

respect to the appointment of Foreign Service Officers.

While these arrangements will enable the new agency to func-

tion with reasonable effectiveness from the outset, I do not con-

sider them permanently suitable. There is need for a critical

analysis of the various systems of employment and compensation

for United States Government overseas civilian personnel. I am
directing that this entire matter be studied with a view toward

recommending appropriate legislation.

While divesting the Department of State of the foreign infor-

mation programs, the reorganization plan does not transfer the

responsibility of that Department for the educational exchange

programs authorized by various acts of the Congress. Close co-

ordination of our information and educational exchange pro-

grams will, of course, be effected by the Secretary of State and the

Director of the United States Information Agency.

The Constitution of the United States places the duty upon the

President for the conduct of our foreign affairs. Reorganization

Plans Nos. 7 and 8 and the related Presidential actions are de-

signed to protect and strengthen the role of the Secretary of State

as the principal officer, under the President, in the field of foreign

affairs. In the last analysis, however, the ability of the Secretary

of State to discharge his responsibilities depends upon the back-

ing accorded to him by the President, including consultation

with the Secretary on the appointment and maintenance in office
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of the directors created by these reorganization plans. I shall

continue to exercise my powers of appointment so that these of-

fices are occupied only by men who support and enjoy the full

confidence of the Secretary of State.

I urge the Congress to give its full support to these reor-

ganizations.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : This message was released to- Aid Programs and Related Activities"

gether with the messages transmitting (3 CFR, 1949-1953 Comp., p. 944),

Reorganization Plans 7 and 8 (Items and a memorandum on the organiza-

90 and 91, below) , the text of Execu- tion of the Government for the con-

tive Order 10458 "Providing for the duct of foreign affairs (Item 92).

Administration of Certain Foreign

90 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 7 of 1953

Relating to the Establishment of the Foreign

Operations Administration. June i, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended, and providing for the reorganization of various foreign

aid functions and agencies. My reasons for proposing the plan

are stated in another message transmitted to the Congress today.

After investigation, I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1953 is

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended. I

have also found and hereby declare that it is necessary to include

in the accompanying reorganization plan, by reason of reorgani-

zations made thereby, provisions for the appointment and com-

pensation of officers specified in section i of the plan. The rates
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of compensation fixed for these officers are, respectively, those

which I have found to prevail in respect of comparable officers in

the executive branch of the Government.

The statutory authority for the exercise of the functions abol-

ished by section 8(a) (5) of the reorganization plan is section

413(a) of the Act for International Development, as amended.

The vesting of the functions of planning, implementing, and man-

aging the programs authorized by that Act, as amended, in an

officer other than the President is incongruous with the pattern of

the Act as a whole, whereby other functions are vested in the

President, with power of delegation. In the interest of having

the most flexible arrangements for the administration of the Act,

the functions in question could be either abolished or transferred

to the President. I have concluded that they overlap the author-

ity of the President under the Act generally, are thus dispensable,

and should be abolished.

I expect that the improved organizational arrangement pro-

vided for in Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1953 will lead to sub-

stantial economies and significantly improved effectiveness of

administration. It is not practicable, however, to itemize at this

time the reductions in expenditures which will probably be

brought about by the taking effect of the reorganizations included

in the reorganization plan.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 7 of 1953 1949-1953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

Large (67 Stat. 639) and in the 1028). It became effective on Au-

gust I, 1953.
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91 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 8 of 1 953

Relating to the Establishment of the U.S.

Information Agency. June i, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 8 of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended, and providing for the reorganization of foreign infor-

mation functions. My reasons for proposing this plan are stated

in another message transmitted to the Congress today.

After investigation, I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in Reorganization Plan No. 8 of 1953 is

necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth in

section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended. I

have also found and hereby declare that it is necessary to include

in the accompanying reorganization plan, by reason of reorgan-

izations made thereby, provisions for the appointment and com-

pensation of officers specified in section i of the plan. The rates

of compensation fixed for these officers are, respectively, those

which I have found to prevail in respect of comparable officers

in the executive branch of the Government.

I expect that the improved organizational arrangement pro-

vided for in Reorganization Plan No. 8 of 1953 will lead to sub-

stantial economies and significantly improved effectiveness of

administration. It is not practicable, however, to itemize at this

time the reductions in expenditures which will probably be

brought about by the taking effect of the reorganizations included

in the reorganization plan.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 8 of 1 949-1 953 Compilation of title 3 of

1953 is published in the U.S. Statutes the Code of Federal Regulations

at Large (67 Stat. 642) and in the (p. 1030). It became effective on

August I, 1953.
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92 ^ Memorandum on the Organization of the

Executive Branch for the Conduct of Foreign

Affairs. June i^ 1953

To : The Heads of All Executive Departments

The Director for Mutual Security

I have today transmitted two reorganization plans to the Con-

gress and taken other actions by Executive order providing for a

significant reorganization of the executive branch for the conduct

of foreign affairs. This letter further defines relationships which

will govern executive branch officials in the conduct of our in-

ternational responsibilities.

The over-all foreign affairs reorganization which I desire to

achieve is designed to emphasize the primary position of the Secre-

tary of State within the executive branch in matters of foreign

policy. I personally wish to emphasize that I shall regard the

Secretary of State as the Cabinet officer responsible for advising

and assisting me in the formulation and control of foreign policy.

It will be my practice to employ the Secretary of State as my
channel of authority within the executive branch on foreign pol-

icy. Other officials of the executive branch will work with and

through the Secretary of State on matters of foreign policy. I

shall also look to the Secretary of Defense as the Cabinet officer

responsible, within the framework of foreign policy, for advising

and assisting me in the formulation and control of military policy.

Similarly, the Secretary of the Treasury, within the framework

of foreign policy, shall continue to be the Cabinet officer respon-

sible for advising and assisting me in the formulation and control

of monetary and financial policy.

The Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense, and the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, as appropriate, shall review plans and

policies relative to military and economic assistance programs,

foreign information programs, and legislative proposals of the

Foreign Operations Administration and the United States In-
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formation Agency, to assure that in their conception and execu-

tion, such plans, policies and proposals are consistent with and

further the attainment of foreign policy, military policy and

financial and monetary policy objectives. The Director of the

Foreign Operations Administration and the Director of the

United States Information Agency will assure the concurrence or

participation of the appropriate Secretary before taking up with

me any policy matters of concern to that Secretary.

The heads of these new agencies should furnish information to

the Secretaries of State, Defense, and Treasury in such manner

and form as may be agreed between the head of the agency and

the Secretary concerned to insure that the program of the agen-

cies and the implementation of such programs conform with for-

eign policy, military policy, and financial and monetary policy

objectives.

To the maximum feasible extent consistent with efficiency and

economy, the internal organization of the new agencies should be

designed to permit ready coordination with subordinate levels of

the Department of State. This would suggest parallel areas of

responsibility for constituent units of the State Department and of

the two new operating agencies wherever feasible. The two op-

erating agencies should also enter into appropriate arrangements

to insure the necessary coordination with each other. Overseas

regional staffs should ordinarily be established for the operating

agencies only where there is a regional organization or multi-

lateral activity of sufficient importance to warrant the establish-

ment of a diplomatic mission. The Chief of the United States

diplomatic mission in each foreign country must provide effective

coordination of, and foreign policy direction with respect to, all

United States Government activities in the country. To the max-

imum practicable extent, there should be integrated supervision

of personnel performing related economic or information activi-

ties in each foreign country. Appointments of all chief repre-

sentatives abroad of the two new agencies, and of the chiefs of
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military assistance advisory groups abroad, should be cleared

with the Secretary of State.

The Director of the Foreign Operations Administration should

take full advantage of the advice and assistance available in other

agencies. He should coordinate his operations with related op-

erations in other agencies. At the same time, I expect the Direc-

tor of the Foreign Operations Administration to maintain full

control and direction over all foreign economic and technical

assistance programs rather than turn this responsibility over to

other agencies. We must have an integrated direction of techni-

cal assistance and other foreign assistance activities.

Since I am assigning to the Mutual Security Agency responsi-

bility for paying ocean freight on voluntary relief shipments, I

wish to make a corresponding change respecting the Advisory

Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid. This Committee, which

was created pursuant to the President's letter to the Secretary of

State, dated May 14, 1946, operates under the guidance of the

Department of State, and coordinates public and private pro-

grams for foreign relief. The Committee should hereafter oper-

ate under the guidance of the Director for Mutual Security or

the Director of the Foreign Operations Administration, as the

case may be, and the State Department staff now assisting the

Committee should be transferred to the Mutual Security Agency

and thereafter to the Foreign Operations Administration.

The reorganization plan which creates the United States Infor-

mation Agency also assigns exclusive responsibility to the Secre-

tary of State for the control of the content of a program designed

to assure accurate statements of United States official positions

on important issues and current developments. It is my desire

that this program be so administered as to keep these official

United States positions before the governments and peoples of

other countries. No material which is not a statement of official

United States views, regardless of its nature, or origin, or the

medium used for its dissemination, should be identified by the

exclusive label which is provided.
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The United States Information Agency will be the normal out-

let for this program, but the Secretary of State may use other

channels for disseminating this program abroad when in his judg-

ment the use of such channels is required. The Director of the

United States Information Agency should give full cooperation

in providing the services and facilities necessary for the prepara-

tion, translation, transmission, and distribution of materials for

this program.

The Director of the United States Information Agency shall

report to and receive instructions from me through the National

Security Council or as I may otherwise direct. I am directing

that the necessary changes be made in existing arrangements for

Government-wide coordination of foreign information activities

to enable the Director of the United States Information Agency

to serve as Chairman of the Psychological Operations Coordi-

nating Committee.

The Secretary of State has an obligation to develop means of

providing foreign policy guidance fully and promptly. The
Foreign Operations Administration and the United States Infor-

mation Agency must seek such guidance and establish appropriate

means of assuring that its programs at all times conform to such

foreign policy guidance.

The instructions in this letter supplement the actions which

I have taken by Executive order and the reorganization plans.

They will in turn be supplemented as necessary by other orders

and by interagency arrangements. I am confident that the mem-
bers of the executive branch, under the clear assignments of

responsibility which I have provided, will continue to work to-

gether even more effectively as a team. Such teamwork is essen-

tial to our success in the conduct of foreign affairs and to the

achievement thereby of a greater measure of peace, well-being,

and freedom throughout the world.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower
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93 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan 9 of 1 953

Concerning the Council of Economic Advisers.

June I, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 9 of 1953, P^^"

pared in accordance with the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended, and providing reorganizations in the Council of Eco-

nomic Advisers in the Executive Office of the President.

The legislative history of the Employment Act of 1946 makes it

clear that it is the determination of the Congress to help develop

a strong economy in the United States. A strong economy is

necessary to preserve the peace, to build our defenses and those of

the free world, to raise the living standards of our people, and to

stimulate trade and industry in friendly countries throughout the

world.

A strong economy means a free economy—^with full opportuni-

ties for the exercise of initiative and enterprise on the part of all

individuals.

It means a stable economy—so that satisfying jobs are as nu-

merous as the men and women seeking work, and the production

of goods is abundant to meet our needs.

It means an expanding economy—^in which workers, managers,

and farmers, using more and better tools, constantly increase the

output of useful products and services and receive steadily rising

incomes in a dollar of stable value.

It means a humane economy—to the end that the aged, infirm,

and those suffering hardships receive every needed help.

The achievement and preservation of a strong economy—an

economy that is progressive as well as competitive, an economy

that remains free from the distortions of inflation and the ravages

of depression, an economy that forms the solid foundation for the
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flourishing of our democratic social and political institutions—^is

everybody's job. Workers, businessmen, bankers, farmers, house-

wives—all have an important role to play. The Federal Govern-

ment, too, shares in this vital task. For example, the duties of the

President require that he be fully informed of major economic

trends and activities in order to recommend proper measures for

the consideration of the Congress, and to take into account eco-

nomic realities in seeing that the laws be faithfully executed.

It is well that the Congress has declared in the Employment

Act of 1946 the continuing policy and responsibility of the Fed-

eral Government to coordinate and utilize all its plans, functions,

and resources for the purpose of creating and maintaining, con-

sistently with free competitive enterprise and the general wel-

fare, employment opportunities for all. That act dedicates the

Federal Government to the promotion of maximum employment,

production, and purchasing power.

To assist in carrying out those purposes, the Congress provided

for the establishment of the Council of Economic Advisers in the

Executive Office of the President to make appropriate recom-

mendations to the President and to assist in the preparation of his

annual Economic Report to the Congress.

I believe in the basic principles of the Employment Act, and it

is my purpose to take the appropriate actions to reinvigorate and

make more effective the operations of the Council of Economic

Advisers. Our needs for proper advice on economic matters are

equaled only by our needs to have the very best advice and plan-

ning on matters of national security.

In taking these actions, I have the benefit of the study and work

of the Economic Adviser to the President recently provided by

the Congress. The Economic Adviser has reviewed the past op-

erations of the Council of Economic Advisers and has recom-

mended to me a series of actions aimed at making it more fully

effective in performing its statutory duties.

Accordingly, I intend to appoint a full membership of three

members to the Council of Economic Advisers and to recommend
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to the Congress that adequate funds be appropriated to operate

the Council as a fully going unit capable of providing the kind of

economic staff work required.

The accompanying reorganization plan provides changes which

strengthen the internal administration of the Council and clarify

its relationships with the President.

To achieve the first objective—^strengthened internal adminis-

tration—the reorganization plan will make the Chairman of the

Council, rather than the whole Council, responsible for certain

administrative functions of the Council. Because the Council

is essentially an advisory body, these administrative functions re-

late principally to managing the staff employed to assist the

Council. Placing the Chairman in a position to perform these

functions will obtain the benefits of single management of the

staff. To make possible such an arrangement, the accompanying

reorganization plan transfers to the Chairman the functions

vested in the Council of Economic Advisers by section 4(b) of

the Employment Act, which relate to employing the staff and

other necessary specialists and consultants to work for the Council.

To further the other objective—a clearer relationship with the

President—the reorganization plan transfers to the Chairman the

fimction of reporting to the President on the activities of the

Coimcil. This change will improve and simplify the relationship

of the Council to the President and enable the President to deal

with the Council more directly through the Chairman.

The increased responsibilities placed upon the Chairman by

this plan would, in my judgment, make it appropriate for the

Congress to take action to increase the compensation of the

Chairman.

The reorganization plan provides for the elimination of the

vice chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers, whose desig-

nation is provided for in the last sentence of section 4(a) of the

Employment Act of 1946. The objective of this step is to place

the members of the Council, other than the Chairman, in an

equal status. I shall make provision for one of the members of
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the Council, other than the Chairman, to act as chairman of the

Council on such occasions as necessity may arise therefor.

In order to make the work of the Council of Economic Advisers

more effective at the top policy level of the executive branch, I

am also asking the heads of several departments and agencies, or

the representatives they may designate, to serve as an Advisory

Board on Economic Growth and Stability, under the chairman-

ship of the Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers. At

all times, close liaison must be maintained by the Council with

all departments and agencies, and with interdepartmental com-

mittees, especially the National Advisory Council on International

Monetary and Financial Problems.

It is contemplated that the Advisory Board on Economic

Growth and Stability, supported by the existing staffs of the vari-

ous departments and agencies, will meet frequently, and through

its Chairman will keep me closely informed about the state of the

national economy and the various measures necessary to aid in

maintaining a stable prosperity.

Because of the complexity of our economy and the variety of

views regarding its problems, I shall expect the new Council of

Economic Advisers to seek advice energetically, not only from

the departments and agencies of the Federal Government, but

also from representatives of industry, agriculture, labor, con-

sumers, and other groups concerned with economic matters, from

representatives of State and local govemments, and from univer-

sities. I want the best economic thinking in the country to be

canvassed by the Council. Through advisory groups, through

the employment of expert consultants, and through informal

relationships with informed citizens, the Council will make use

of economic talent wherever it may be.

I deem it especially significant that the Congress has provided

in the Employment Act for the Joint Committee on the Economic

Report, composed of members of both Houses of the Congress,

to study matters relating to the Economic Report and to make

recommedations to the two Houses for legislation. I expect to
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impress upon the Council of Economic Advisers the importance

which I attach to the fullest cooperation of the Council with the

Joint Committee to assist the Joint Committee in its important

tasks.

After investigation I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in the accompanying reorganization

plan is necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set

forth in section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as

amended.

The taking effect of the reorganizations included in the accom-

panying reorganization plan is expected to result in a more effec-

tive performance of the statutory functions of the Council of

Economic Advisers and to provide the President with better

advice upon economic matters. It is impracticable to specify

or itemize at this time any reduction of expenditures which it is

probable will be brought about by the taking effect of this

reorganization plan.

The reorganization plan will make the Federal Government

better able to carry out its responsibilities to the American people

to foster a strong, free, and prosperous economy so that we may
all enjoy an ever-rising standard of living. I urge the Congress

to permit the reorganization plan to become effective.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 9 of 1953 1 949-1 953 Compilation of title 3 of

is published in the U.S. Statutes at the Code of Federal Regulations

Large (67 Stat. 644) and in the (p. 1032). It became effective on

August I, 1953.
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94 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Reorganization Plan loof 1953

Concerning Payments to Air Carriers.

June I, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith Reorganization Plan No. 10 of 1953, pre-

pared in accordance with the provisions of the Reorganization

Act of 1949, as amended.

The reorganization plan provides for the separate payment

of airline subsidies, which now are merged with payments for the

transportation of airmail. The purposes of the plan are to place

responsibility for subsidy payment in the agency which determines

the subsidies and to enable the Congress and the President to

maintain effective review of the subsidy program. The plan

accomplishes these objectives by transferring from the Postmaster

General to the Civil Aeronautics Board that portion of the present

airmail payment functions which relates to subsidy assistance.

The reorganization plan will not alter the basic national policy

of promoting the sound development of air transportation through

Federal aid. Nor will the plan in itself change the aggregate

amount of revenue for which any airline is eligible. The policy

of providing financial aid for airline development was adopted

in the Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938, and reflects the broad

national interest in securing a system of air transport services

adequate to the needs of defense, commerce, and the postal

service. Federal aid provided under that act has contributed

greatly to the rapid development of commercial air transportation

during the past fifteen years. Continued subsidy support will

be required for some time to enable certain segments of the

industry to achieve the full measure of growth required by the

public interest.

At present, airline subsidies are provided by means of mail
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transportation rates established by the Civil Aeronautics Board

and paid by the Post Office Department. In essence, the Civil

Aeronautics Act provides that such mail rates may be set at a level

sufficiently high to overcome deficits incurred by the airlines on

their total operations, including passenger and freight traffic.

Total mail payments by the Post Office Department thus include,

not only a reasonable compensation for the service of transporting

the mail, but also a subsidy element where required to support

the general program of airline development. This method of

furnishing subsidy restricts the opportunity for congressional and

public review, and substantially inflates the reported cost of the

postal service.

Under the reorganization plan, the Civil Aeronautics Board

will continue to determine the over-all level of payments to be

made to the airlines, and will do so in accordance with the exist-

ing policy standards of the Civil Aeronautics Act. However, the

Post Office Department will pay only that portion which repre-

sents compensation for carrying the mail on the basis of fair and

reasonable rates determined by the Board without regard to the

need for Federal aid. The plan will transfer to the Board the

responsibility for paying any amounts in excess of such compensa-

tion, this excess being the subsidy element of the aggregate Fed-

eral payment.

In the interest of prompt effectuation, the plan contains an in-

terim provision which authorizes the Board to establish without

prior notice or hearing the initial rates to be paid by the Post

Office Department, subject however to the right of the Board or

any affected party to initiate a proceeding at any time for a hear-

ing and a determination of a new rate. The Board has already

made studies estimating the subsidy element contained in airmail

payments, and for some time has been setting forth in connection

with its mail-rate decisions a breakdown between the subsidy and

compensatory elements of the over-all rate. The plan will permit

the Board to base the initial rates payable by the Post Office De-
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partment on the compensatory rates contained in these studies

and decisions.

By providing for a complete and formal separation of subsidy

from compensation for the transportation of mail, the reorganiza-

tion plan will clearly fix the fiscal responsibility for the subsidy

program in the appropriate agency. It will assure the Congress

and the public of continuing information on the cost of this pro-

gram. It will give the Congress an opportimity to review and

take any appropriate action with respect to the level of subsidy

aid in the course of the regular appropriation process. It will

also result in a more accurate presentation of the cost of the postal

service, by removing from the budget of the Post Office Depart-

ment a nonpostal expenditure currently estimated at nearly $80

million a year.

The basic principle of airline subsidy separation was recom-

mended in 1949 by the Commission on Organization of the Exec-

utive Branch of the Government. Legislation to accomplish

separation has been under discussion for several years. Such leg-

islation has generally gone beyond a simple transfer of the subsidy

function, and has included provisions which would change exist-

ing substantive law. Some of these proposed substantive changes

have been the subject of controversy, and have been responsible

for the past delays in enacting legislation on this matter. The
present reorganization plan provides an opportunity to accom-

plish immediately the important objective of transferring subsidy

payment responsibility, within the framework of existing statutory

policy. In view of the general agreement on the principle of

subsidy separation, I trust that this plan will have widespread

support.

At the same time, the immediate transfer of subsidy payment

under this reorganization plan should not preclude the consider-

ation by the Congress of legislation to effect refinements and

modifications in the basic law in this field. One such change, for

example, would be an amendment of the Civil Aeronautics Act

to provide specifically that compensatory rates for mail trans-
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portation should be based upon the cost of rendering mail service,

plus a fair return. I understand that the Civil Aeronautics Board
has been following this general policy in those cases where it has

established compensatory mail rates. The reorganization plan

will not affect its right to continue applying such a policy in the

future. However, I believe it would be appropriate to establish

the cost principle as a matter of definite legislative policy.

After investigation, I have found and hereby declare that each

reorganization included in the accompanying reorganization plan

is necessary to accomplish one or more of the purposes set forth

in section 2(a) of the Reorganization Act of 1949, as amended.

The reorganization plan, by providing a sounder basis for the

administration and congressional review of the affected functions,

should in the long run promote increased economy and effective-

ness of the Federal expenditures concerned. It is not practicable,

however, to itemize in advance of actual experience the reduc-

tions of expenditures to be brought about by the taking effect of

the reorganizations included in the reorganization plan.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Reorganization Plan 10 of 1949-1953 Compilation of title 3 of

1953 is published in the U.S. Statutes the Code of Federal Regulations (p.

at Large (67 Stat. 644) and in the 1032). It became effective on Oc-

tober I, 1953.

95 ^ Television Report to the American People

by the Presidentand Members of the Cabinet.

7un^3, 1953

[Broadcast at 9:30 p.m. from the Conference Room at the White House]

THE PRESIDENT. Good evening, everybody.

This evening some of the Cabinet members have gathered here

with me to discuss points of interest—^points of interest to your

Government and to you.
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Now, of course, everybody's first interest is the family, its se-

curity and its happiness. Now the security and the happiness of

any family depends upon a number of things—the income, to see

that the family is well fed and well clothed; that your loved ones

are safe no matter where they may be ; that the roof is not leaking,

and the children are getting educated and that fences on the farm

are mended. In short, what you are concerned about is that the

house is in good order.

Now, everybody helps to do that—everybody in the family.

The Government is no different. Everybody that's in the Gov-

ernment is here to help keep your governmental house in good

order, so that you may live the kind of life that you want in this

country.

Now, we are concerned, therefore, with the security of the Na-

tion—externally and internally—^its welfare. Now that security,

remember, is not just military. It involves the prosperity of our

farmers and the education of our children; it involves spending

not more than we take in—live within our means like a family

should.

It involves proper protection. Then when you have all of those

things you have the Government house in order.

Now, in previous talks I have told you something about this

job of protecting the national house from threats abroad—^from

the threat of communism, what it costs to protect; how we get the

money; how we spend it—all of that sort of thing.

I'm going to refer to that no more except to say there is going

to be no new Munich and at the same time there is going to be no

risk of a general war because a modern war would be too horrible

to contemplate.

We are going to keep our temper; we are going to build our

strength. I am going over to Bermuda to meet with some of our

friends and talk over these things.

But remember in these vast problems that affect every one of

our lives, there is no thought that you can cut the knot, you must

untie it, slowly and laboriously.
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Now, tonight, the group that has gathered here to talk with me
about this keeping of your Government house in order are four

Cabinet members.

The first one is heading the newest department of Government.

It has to do with the welfare and the education and the health of

our people. And so as you would imagine it is headed by a

woman because that's the woman's job in the home. This is a

lady from Texas—Mrs. Hobby.

Next, we have a man whose job it is to keep the finances

straightened out—and of course that's a real job. We have for

that George Humphrey of Ohio.

Now the next thing we have is a farm problem—and for the

Secretary of Agriculture we have a farmer. He is Ezra Benson of

Utah.

Finally, we have here this evening to discuss with you some of

our problems of internal security, keeping the internal house se-

cure against the boring of subversives and that sort of thing—the

head of the Justice Department, the Attorney General, Herbert

Brownell. He is a Nebraska-born, New York lawyer. And that

ought to make a good combination for that particular job.

Now, in order that we discuss what we know you are interested

in, I will show you how we get our ideas.

Over here, in this comer, you see a basket of mail. This is a

portion of one day's mail at the White House. We have been

averaging over 3,000 letters a day in an average week—^heavy

weeks it's more. Now from this whole mass, I am going to read

to you just parts of one letter, to show you what one citizen in

our country is thinking about, and it's sort of a challenging letter.

"Dear Mr. President," this lady from Pawtucket, R.I., writes,

"I am writing you to ask some questions that have me deeply

worried. I am a housewife with four children, and though I

don't know much about the budget you and your people have

to worry about, I do know something about running my own
family budget. That is why I have so many questions, when I

read about all the money you have to spend for guns and planes,
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and all the problems that you must have when you try to balance

our country's budget.

"The sums are so huge I really find it almost impossible to

grasp them." And I might tell the lady, so do I. "I wonder

how you even know where to begin. Won't you please explain

to me, in words I can understand, just how you are going to have

our money keep its value, and at the same time make our country

strong and secure."

I chose that letter because it brings up this great problem of

security, and the money that it costs. Now, it's a good starting

point and I want to tell you, before Mr. Humphrey takes over to

discuss something about finances, we must remember this: dur-

ing 17 of the past 20 years we have gone in debt. Borrowing

cheapens money. That's like water in your coffee—it just doesn't

go very far and isn't worth much. Now higher prices mean your

savings are worthless. So I have asked Mr. Humphrey and our

Director of the Budget, Mr. Dodge, to get after this thing in

order to keep spending under the amount we take in so that your

dollar will still buy what it should buy. That's his job, and

now he is going to tell you about it.

Mr. Humphrey: Mr. President, I think the woman from Rhode
Island was right. I think it is a lot harder, a lot tougher job to

balance the national budget than it is your own home budget,

because we owe so much money nationally, and we are spending

so much money every single year.

Let me just take this chart that I have here and show you

where all that money goes to. Seventy-three percent of the total

money we spend goes for defense; 15 percent goes for fixed

charges—that is, things like interest, and all sorts of things that

the Congress has voted that we pay, like State aid and all that

sort of thing. It only leaves 12 percent for the ordinary running

of the Government.

Now then, our job is to balance this budget. Our job is to get

our income even with our outgo. That can be done in two ways,

either by raising more taxes or by cutting expenses. Well, of
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course we don't want to raise taxes—we want to reduce taxes—so

the way left is to cut expenses.

And that involves two serious problems. The first problem

is that we can't so cut our expenses that we interfere with security.

As you have said we have got to maintain the security of this

country. The second big problem is this—over the last year or

two a great many materials, war materials and other materials,

have been bought c.o.d. They are delivered now; as the deliv-

eries come we have to pay for them in cash.

I would just like to show you another chart, here, that will

illustrate to you the way in which our spending and our income

are growing apart as planned for the next few years—the pro-

gram that we found when we came. Here you will see this line

going way up here is spending, and here you will see this line

way down here is income.

In between the two is a widening difference, a widening spread

which is a deficit. Now that deficit has got to be stopped. Un-
less it's stopped, we are going to be right back on the old merry-

go-round of inflation.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, uow, of coursc, Gcorgc, we know we
are going to stop it. But as an ex-soldier I have promised the

American people two things: they are going to be secure, and,

next, these expensive military establishments are going to be

maintained in the most economical way possible. You are going

to get one dollar's worth for every dollar we spend. And I am
going to keep that promise.

Mr. Humphrey: That's just right, Mr. President. What we
are going to do is to cut these expenses slowly. We are going to

study every month what can be done. We have made a good

start already, but we are going to continue every month as we go

along and make further reductions in those expenses.

By that sort of process I think we will be well balanced out by

June in 1954, provided we do not have a much worse condition in

the world develop. Of course, something could happen in Russia

that would upset our plans.
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To accomplish that purpose we have set up a new tax bill.

Now in that new tax bill, we ask for an extension of the excess

profits tax for an additional 6 months to carry it from July, when
it would expire, to the first of January. The reason we do that is

because we believe that it is grossly unfair to relieve just a few

—

the relatively few corporations—^who pay an excess profits tax

and give them tax relief before we give relief to all the other cor-

porations and to all of the people.

If the Congress will pass the bill that we have before them, the

bill that we are recommending to them, with the savings that we
have already made, with the savings that we are going to make
in the next 14 months and with this tax money—this excess prof-

its tax money that we can use to reduce the deficit—^it will justify

a reduction on the first day of January for taxes for all the people

of the country—^individual tax reductions.

That will mean that everyone will get a tax reduction at the

same time. There will be no favorite few. It will help to bal-

ance the budget. It will help to stop inflation. It will help to

keep sound money. It will help to keep business active, and more

jobs, and it will provide better living for all.

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Secretary, I endorse every single word

you say. And you could have added that all of us despise this

excess profits tax. It's inequitable, it's unjust, it's clumsy, and it's

awkward. But, as you say, it must not be taken off until we can

reduce the individual income taxes as we should, as quickly as we
can get at it.

Now, we know from the mail that we get here, that people are

for a decent tax program, to get expenses and outgo in balance;

and in those letters we are getting an 8 to i vote of confidence for

that entire program.

Now, the next person that is going to talk to you is going to

talk to the people, particularly, that are key men in our agricul-

ture—the farmers. One out of nine of our wage-earners is a

farmer, and when he is in trouble all the Nation is in trouble.
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We are going to get a firsthand picture from Mr. Benson, who, as

I told you before, is a farmer himself.

Mr. Benson: Thank you, Mr. President. When you called me
to this very tough and difficult job back in December, you asked

me if I would be willing to try and serve the American people by

beipg a champion of the farmers. Your administration had al-

ready pledged itself to greater stability in agriculture, increasing

the national income and the proportion that goes to farmers, and

building a sound program in which the farmers would take part.

Now, I have traveled from one end of the Nation to the other

in years past and since December, as this little chart will indicate;

I have been into most of the agricultural areas, and we have held

meetings with farmers; I have addressed them and conversed with

them, leamed of their problems and listened to their comments

and their hopes, and their desires; and in order to get a broad

picture of the situation in agriculture today we need to go back

to 1947. In that year farmers were receiving good prices, and

the relationship between their prices and the prices they had to

pay for the things they purchased was favorable.

But since that time there has been a rather rapid decline in

farm prices. For the last 2 years, as this chart will indicate, the

trend of prices received by farmers has been downward, while

their costs, represented here, have remained relatively high.

That means that, as every farmer knows, he has been caught in

a squeeze.

However, during the last few months prices have tended to

stabilize, as you can see, and the costs have come down somewhat,

reducing that squeeze. But during this 2-year period—1951 to

1952—farm prices declined 16 percent.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, ouc fcUow that's been caught in that

squeeze very badly is the cattle raiser, as you and I well know,

and we have had many conferences with them.

Now, we must remove that squeeze. We are going to have

stability in farm income, and we are going to do it with no farmer
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being taken over by the Government. We are not going to

regiment the farmer.

Mr. Benson: There is another phase of this problem that per-

tains to our dechne in exports, Mr. President. Normally, farm-

ers export about lo percent of their total production. That's a

very important part. However, there has been a decline in

exports in the last 2 or 3 years.

Two years ago, for example, we exported about half of our

total wheat production. This last year alone there has been a

decline of 15 percent in our exports abroad.

In order for agriculture to be prosperous, it must not only have

good markets at home but big markets abroad. And of course

this is a two-way road, this foreign trade, so if we sell abroad we
must also permit them to sell here. That's why farmers are in

favor of the extension of the reciprocal trade program.

Now, usually we think of businessmen and manufacturers as

being primarily interested in foreign trade. But I presume the

individual who is most deeply concerned with this matter of

foreign trade is this man we call the American fanner.

THE PRESIDENT. Now, I think, Mr. Secretary, you should talk

just a little bit about our surpluses. We hear a lot about them,

and remember, from our viewpoint, it's not just dollars that's

here involved—^it's the moral values that are involved also.

Mr. Benson: That's very true, Mr. President. At the present

time, and for some months, we have been purchasing, as you

know, large quantities of products. These have been going into

storage. They have been part of the present farm program.

Of course, it's a very serious thing when we have large accimiula-

tions of burdensome surpluses of farm products.

And so we are beginning, now, to build programs from the

grassroots that will prevent unreasonable supplies of these com-

modities which may result in spoilage and some products becom-

ing rancid. We hope that we can prevent these surpluses and the

high cost to the taxpayer resulting therefrom.

We can all remember a few years ago when we had the large
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surplus of potatoes, which were dyed blue in order to make them

imsalable. The answer is not moving products into storage, but

into stomachs.

THE PREsroENT. Well, of coursc, Mr. Secretary, we do know
this: we do need some surpluses. We need surpluses to carry us

over from one crop season to another. And we are talking only

when these get too large. And here again, the most important

part is not the money involved, but I refer again to this business of

the moral value.

It's imthinkable, unconscionable, as I see it, that the United

States should have wheat molding and crops spoiling, and peo-

ple—^friends of ours—should be starving in the world.

Right now, for example, Pakistan has had a 2-year drought, a

drought that has been very, very serious. They need a million

tons of wheat. And I have already sent to the Congress a measure

recommending that we give it to them. And I hope it will be

passed soon.

Mr. Benson: In building these farm programs from the grass-

roots, Mr. President, there are six important basic concepts that

should be kept in mind.

In the first place, these programs should build markets and

move products into use at fair prices to the farmers.

Secondly, they should permit adjustments in production and

give the farmer some freedom in his operations.

Third, programs should not price our products out of the world

or domestic markets.

And fourth, they should not hold an umbrella over synthetics

and competing products.

And fifth, basic to the whole program is this matter of research

and speedy application of it.

And of course, encouragement of a self-help program for the

farmers.

THE PRESIDENT. And the only thing that you did not mention

that I want to say just a word about, is the research program in

agriculture. It is very important. I visited Beltsville the other
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day, and I saw wonders in research that I wish every one of you

could see. It will show you how the farmer is really getting new
outlets for his crops.

Thank you very much, Mr. Benson.

Now, we are going to come to the department that deals with

health, welfare, and education. It's the newest department of

Government. You see we have had nine for a long time—^nine

departments. Now we have got a new one. This is one that

Mrs. Hobby heads. I am going to ask her to tell you something

about it now. Mrs. Hobby.

Mrs. Hobby: Well, Mr. President, there are so many different

activities in our department that touch people, young and old, in

public health, in education, pure food and drugs, Social Security,

and Children's Bureau, and vocational rehabilitation, that it's

difficult, sometimes, to say which problems are the most urgent.

But, in line with your suggestions, we have recently sent three

pieces of legislation to the Congress. Two deal with the school

situation in the United States. The other piece of legislation

deals with the restoration of the right of factory inspection to the

pure food and drug.

Shortly we shall send to the Congress a piece of legislation

which will extend the coverage of old-age and survivors insurance

benefits to millions not now covered. We have had a group of

twelve experts studying this problem, and together with Treasury

we are developing a simplified plan of tax collection. Our plan

would extend coverage to farmers, certain State and local govern-

ment employes, the self-employed, professional people, domestic

workers, farm laborers, and others.

Now, we have two laws—or two bills—^which relate to the Office

of Education. Of course, education is primarily the responsibility

of the State and local communities. But there are certain com-

munities in which the Federal Government has created a problem.

This occurs in several different ways. One, by removing land

from the school tax rolls, and two, by adding student population

to the school rolls without taxable property.
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This occurs when the parents either live on or work on Federal

property. There are notable examples of this situation in Lime-

stone, Maine; in Derby, Kansas; in Piketon, Ohio. Now, the

Federal Government recognizes its responsibility and shortly the

Congress will start hearings on two bills which will aid these

overcrowded school districts—one for construction and the other

for maintenance and operation.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, uow, Mrs. Hobby, tell us something of

that trouble we are having with the Food and Drug Act, will you

please?

Mrs. Hobby: Well, Mr. President, that concerns me very much.

We have sent to the Congress an amendment to the Pure Food

and Drug law. We believe it is vital to the protection of the

American people.

If it is adopted by the Congress, it will restore the right of the

Pure Food and Drug to inspect the factories which produce and

process food and drugs. Last fall, the Supreme Court held that

the factory inspection language was contradictory, and that the

inspectors could enter only when given consent. Fortunately,

the great majority of the processors and producers of food and

drugs gave consent. But we need the law for those who refuse

consent, and refuse to let our inspectors observe their operations

and their sanitary conditions.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think, Mrs. Hobby, that everybody will

agree that you have about as complicated a task as there is in

government. You run the biggest insurance business and you run

a medical research center, and everything between. But there is

one thing that must give you great satisfaction. You have the

department that sort of epitomizes or symbolizes the warm feeling

of government for all of our citizens.

And now, my friends, we come to this business of security

inside our borders. It's a complicated job because, as we search

out those people that are unfit to serve you, we must protect the

innocent. That is what we are doing every day. We go after

the weeds of disloyalty, but we don't want to uproot a single
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good plant. The man at the head of that, as I told you before,

is Herbert Brownell. And he is going to tell you about it now,

and what he is trying to do in this field.

Mr. Brownell: In the Department of Justice, Mr. President,

we seek to protect the security of our homes—our internal secu-

rity, through the use of four laws, or programs.

First, we prosecute and jail the leaders of the Communist Party

in this country, and all those who seek to overthrow our Govern-

ment by force and violence. We can do that largely because

of the fine investigative work of the FBI arm of the Department of

Justice under Director J. Edgar Hoover, and we are making good

progress on that.

Then, second, we seek to enforce the law which requires agents

of foreign governments who are in this country to register and to

disclose their finances, and to label their propaganda that they

send around to the American people. We are meeting resistance

on this, but we intend to pursue it vigorously.

Then, third, under the immigration laws, we are making fime

progress on the program of denaturalizing and deporting racke-

teers and subversives who violated the hospitality of our country,

or who got here, in the first place, by false affidavits.

And then, finally, our fourth special tool to protect our internal

security, is the employee security program that you spoke about as

being a matter of good housekeeping, of weeding out from the

Federal payrolls themselves persons who are not good security

risks. It went into effect just a few days ago, to replace the old

loyalty program which was ineffective.

And it's based on two ideas—one is, that working for the Fed-

eral Government is a privilege and not an absolute right, so that

the Government is entitled to maintain high standards of trust-

worthiness in its employees. And the other idea is that there is a

great difference between disloyalty and being a security risk; for

many of the employees could be a security risk and still not be dis-

loyal or have any traitorous thoughts, but it may be that their per-
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sonal habits are such that they might be subject to blackmail by

people who seek to destroy the safety of our country.

Or they may associate themselves with known subversives.

Now you and I, in our private affairs, certainly would not trust

our secrets to people that we could not confide in. And the same

thing with the National Government. We believe that the tre-

mendously important secrets of our national security should be

entrusted only to employees who can guard those secrets in the

best interests of the country.

Now, as I say, this program has just gone into effect. But we
believe that without fanfare and steadily over the course of the

next few months, we will be able to weed out from the Federal

payroll every security risk.

THE PREsroENT. There is one other phase of this thing I wish

you would speak about for just a minute. Herb. It is this business

of governmental action in this field going on behind closed

doors—^what we are doing to bring things out in the open, so that

people will know what is going on.

Mr. Brownell : Well, that is an important function there in the

Department of Justice. We have abolished the closed-door pol-

icy that we found there. For example, first in the matter of tax

settlements. We now disclose those to the public the minute that

they are made so that there will be no temptation for skulduggery

or behind-the-dosed-doors attitude on the part of the lawyers

there in the department.

And second, when it comes to these fraud cases, where people

used to come into the department and claim that they were too

sick to face the music—that was done behind closed doors. But

now we take them into court, and let the judges appoint an im-

partial doctor to see whether or not they should stand trial for

these frauds.

And finally, in the matter of Presidential pardons, we also have

abolished the closed-door policy. And when a Presidential par-

don is granted to anybody who has violated our laws and is in-
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carcerated in our Federal penitentiaries, we disclose that, make

it a matter of public record along with the list of sponsors for

that pardon.

Now I know you have said to us, and we thoroughly believe

there in the department, that one of the most important respon-

sibilities of your administration is the impartial administration of

justice without favoritism. And so we are making that a keystone

of the department.

THE PRESIDENT. And I hopc, my friends, that you agree that

our internal security is in very good hands. And let me make

one observation about that before we go further. And it is this:

the great mass of your Federal employees are a wonderful, dedi-

cated group of men and women, and whose jobs are going to be

protected. He was talking only about those few that damage

them.

Now, I know we have not answered your problems this eve-

ning, ladies and gentlemen, but I hope you see some of the factors

in those problems, and how we are approaching their solution.

I hope you will realize that since government is just people, you

have seen the kind of people that are trying to solve these things

for you.

We have done something, and are doing things to repair the

holes in the roof, and keep the fences mended, and keep the

industries flourishing, employment high, and the farms productive.

Now, on the defense program, just a word: it is very large, but

it is logical. We are not going to cripple this Nation, and we are

going specifically to keep up its air power. Right now, sixty

cents of every dollar that goes into the defense business is in some

form of air power or air defense.

Now, we are going to keep reviewing these plans. We are

going to report to you from time to time with these, or with other

people with me, so that you know what is going on. Because our

effort is to secure peace, and prosperity in peace.

My friends, thank you for being with us. Good night. God

bless you.
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96 ^ Letter to President SyngmanRhee of Korea,

ConcerningAcceptance of thePanmunjom

Armistice. June 7, 1953

[Released June 7, 1953. Dated June 6, 1953]

Dear Mr. President:

I received on June 2 the cabled text of your communication

dated May 30. I have given it the careful and sympathetic

consideration it deserves.

The Republic of Korea has engaged all of its resources, human
and material, in a struggle which will go down in history as one

of the epic struggles of all time. You have dedicated your all

without reservation to the principle that human liberty and na-

tional liberty must survive against communist aggression which

tramples upon human dignity and which replaces national sov-

ereignty with a humiliating satellite status. The principles for

which your nation has fought and for which so many of your

youth have died are principles which defend free men and free

nations everywhere.

The United States has stood with you, and with you we have

fought for those principles, as part of the United Nations Com-
mand. The blood of your youth and our youth has been poured

out on the altar of common sacrifice. Thereby we have demon-

strated not only our dedication to the cause of human freedom

and political liberty, but also our dedication to an equally im-

portant principle which is that there cannot be independence

without interdependence, and there cannot be human liberty

except as men recognize that they are bound together by ties of

common destiny.

The moment has now come when we must decide whether to

carry on by warfare a struggle for the unification of Korea or

whether to pursue this goal by political and other methods.

The enemy has proposed an armistice which involves a clear

abandonment of the fruits of aggression. The armistice would
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leave the Republic of Korea in undisputed possession of sub-

stantially the territory which the Republic administered prior to

the aggression, indeed this territory will be somewhat enlarged.

The proposed armistice, true to the principle of political

asylum, assures that the thousands of North Koreans and Com-
munist Chinese prisoners in our hands, who have seen liberty and

who wish to share it, will have the opportunity to do so and will

not be forcibly sent back into communist areas. The principle of

political asylum is one which we could not honorably surrender

even though we thereby put an earlier end to our own human
and material losses. We have suffered together many thousands

of casualties in support of this principle.

It is my profound conviction that under these circumstances

acceptance of the armistice is required of the United Nations and

the Republic of Korea. We would not be justified in prolonging

the war with all the misery that it involves in the hope of achiev-

ing, by force, the unification of Korea.

The unification of Korea is an end to which the United States

is committed, not once but many times, through its World War
II declarations and through its acceptance of the principles enun-

ciated in reference to Korea by the United Nations. Korea is

unhappily not the only coimtry which remains divided after

World War II. We remain determined to play our part in achiev-

ing the political union of all countries so divided. But we do not

intend to employ war as an instrument to accomplish the world-

wide political settlements to which we are dedicated and which

we believe to be just. It was indeed a crime that those who at-

tacked from the North invoked violence to unite Korea under

their rule. Not only as your official friend but as a personal friend

I urge that your country not embark upon a similar course.

There are three major points I would like to make to you

:

I. The United States will not renounce its efforts by all peace-

ful means to effect the unification of Korea. Also as a member of

the United Nations we shall seek to assure that the United Na-

tions continues steadfast in its determination in this respect. In
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the political conference which will follow an armistice that will

be our central objective. The United States intends to consult

with your Government both before and during such a conference

and expects the full participation of your Government in that

conference.

2. You speak of a mutual defense pact. I am prepared

promptly after the conclusion and acceptance of an armistice to

negotiate with you a mutual defense treaty along the lines of the

treaties heretofore made between the United States and the Re-

public of the Philippines, and the United States and Australia and

New Zealand. You may recall that both of these treaties speak

of "the development of a more comprehensive system of regional

security in the Pacific area." A security pact between the United

States and the Republic of Korea would be a further step in that

direction. It would cover the territory now or hereafter brought

peacefully under the administration of the ROK. Of course you

realize that under our constitutional system, any such treatywould

be made only with the advice and consent of the Senate. How-
ever, the action which the United States has heretofore taken, and

the great investment of blood and treasure which has already

been made for the independence of Korea are certainly clear in-

dications of American temper and intentions not to tolerate a

repetition of unprovoked aggression.

3. The United States Government, subject to requisite con-

gressional appropriations, will be prepared to continue economic

aid to the Republic of Korea which will permit in peace a restora-

tion of its devastated land. Homes must be rebuilt. Industries

must be reestablished. Agriculture must be made vigorously

productive.

The preamble of the Constitution of the United States states the

goals of our people, which I believe are equally the goals of the

brave people of Korea, namely "to form a more perfect union,

establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the com-

mon defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings

of liberty." Manifestly, not all of these conditions now prevail in
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Korea. Moreover, in existing circumstances they cannot be

achieved either by prolongation of the present conflict or by reck-

less adventure with a new one. Only by peaceful means can

these things be achieved.

With the conclusion of an armistice the United States is pre-

pared to join with the RepubUc of Korea to seek for Korea these

ends. We believe that in Korea there should be a more perfect

union and, as I say, we shall seek to achieve that union by all

peaceful methods. We believe that there should be domestic

tranquility and that can come from the end of fighting. There

should be provision for the defense of Korea. That will come

from the mutual security treaty which we are prepared to make.

The general welfare should be advanced and that will come from

your own peacetime efforts and from economic assistance to your

war-torn land. Finally, a peaceful settlement will afford the best

opportunity to bring to your people the blessings of liberty.

I assure you, Mr. President, that so far as the United States is

concerned, it is our desire to go forward in fellowship with the

Republic of Korea. Even the thought of a separation at this

critical hour would be a tragedy. We must remain united.

Sincerely,

Dv^GHT D. Eisenhower

note: President Rhee's communication of May 30 was not released with the

President's reply.

97 ^ Special Message to the Congress Requesting

AuthorityToMakeWheat Available for Famine

Victims in Pakistan. June lo, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

The people of Pakistan are faced with famine, and they have

asked our help in meeting disaster.

We are fortunate to be in a position to offer help at this time,
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for we have an abundance of wheat. I strongly believe that we
should do so. Accordingly I urge the Congress to make possible

the shipment to Pakistan of up to one milUon long tons of United

States wheat.

The specter of famine confronts the people of Pakistan at a

crucial time in their growth as a young free nation. Unchecked, it

could undermine the very democratic principles and institutions

to which Pakistan is dedicated.

The crisis is largely a result of a calamity of nature. Pakistan

was self-sufficient in food until severe drought, in two successive

years, struck the wheat producing area of West Pakistan.

The wheat consumption of the people of West Pakistan aver-

ages less than 12 ounces per day in a diet consisting very largely

of this grain. Today Government wheat reserves have fallen to

the vanishing point.

The immediate need of Pakistan is to obtain abroad up to 1.5

million long tons of wheat both for consumption and for a small

working reserve during the next 1 1 months. Of this total, the

Government of Pakistan expects to be able to obtain about 400,-

000 tons of wheat with its own and other aid resources. Canada

and Australia have both made generous grants for wheat to

Pakistan. There is no important source in the free world other

than the United States able to furnish additional help.

Pakistan has, therefore, appealed to the United States for one

million tons of wheat. Its approach has been one of dignity—as

one sovereign democracy to another—stating a real and urgent

need. Between the people of Pakistan and the people of the

United States, there exists a strong bond of friendship. I am sure

that the people of the United States desire their Government to

respond rapidly and effectively to Pakistan's request.

Pakistan has endeavored to keep its request for United States

aid to a minimum. The Secretary of State and the Director for

Mutual Security sent a special mission, headed by Dr. Harry

Reed, Dean of the College of Agriculture of Purdue University,

to study at first hand the food situation in Pakistan. Mr. Dulles
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and Governor Stassen have also visited Pakistan within the last

two weeks. With the help of their observations, careful consid-

eration has been given the Reed Mission's recommendations.

One critical fact is that the Government of Pakistan is suffer-

ing grave financial difficulties. It has already taken rigorous

steps to remedy both the food outlook and its general economic

disabilities, and these efforts give some hope for future self-suf-

ficiency. But Pakistan's gold and foreign exchange holdings are

barely enough to meet its legal requirements for currency backing

and essential working capital. Moreover, Pakistan has little

prospect of an exportable wheat surplus which would permit

repayment of a loan in kind. Its export earnings and all its

prospective financial resources are needed to meet the demand of

economic development essential to prevent future food and finan-

cial crises. A dollar loan would make it impossible for Pakistan

to obtain further necessary development loans from international

lending institutions.

These considerations make certain conclusions evident. Paki-

stan needs a grant of up to 700,000 tons of United States wheat

for relief purposes according to the best available estimates. The
urgency of the need is underscored by the Reed Mission's recom-

mendation for delivery of 100,000 tons of United States aid wheat

in Karachi byAugust 15 of this year.

This grant would serve a double purpose. It would meet

Pakistan's immediate and pressing need for food and at the same

time provide local currency for economic development programs.

The rupee receipts from the sale of wheat would be placed in a

counterpart fund under joint Pakistan-United States administra-

tion. This fund will be used for development purposes with em-

phasis placed on increased food production in Pakistan to lessen

the danger of future shortages.

In addition to the 700,000 tons, Pakistan may also need up to

300,000 tons as a necessary working reserve of wheat. The exact

amount needed for this purpose can only be determined later;
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and only then can we determine whether the remainder of our aid

should be supplied as a grant or a loan.

Fortunately, we do have the capacity to help at the present

time. Our large wheat reserves have created a grave storage

problem, demanding unusual and sometimes costly storage

measures.

I propose, therefore, that the Congress authorize me to make
available to Pakistan up to one million tons of wheat out of stocks

held by the Commodity Credit Corporation. This wheat already

is owned by the Commodity Credit Corporation, having been

obtained under the price support program. To make it available

to Pakistan will create no additional Government expenditure at

this time other than the cost of transportation. In order that the

operations of the Commodity Credit Corporation will not be im-

paired, I am recommending that the legislation include authority

for the Commodity Credit Corporation to recover its costs, includ-

ing interest, through an appropriation when the costs of the

programs have been ascertained.

The United States Government proposes to designate, with the

concurrence of the Government of Pakistan, a group to observe

the receipt and distribution of wheat in Pakistan. The group's

reports will be available to the Congress.

To provide sufficient United States aid in time, it is imperative

that the grain begin to move from United States ports by the end

of this month.

I strongly urge that the Congress make such prompt action

possible.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: See Item 119.

383



^ 98 Public Papers of the Presidents

98 ^ Address at the Annual Convention of the

National Junior Chamber ofCommerce,

Minneapolis, Minnesota. June 10, 1953

President Henderson, Governor Anderson, and Members of this

great Chamber:

I thank you sincerely for the warmth of your welcome, and for

the honor of your invitation to be with you today. That invita-

tion had many values for me. It was brought to me by the

distinguished Congressman from this District, my old and dear

friend—and valued friend—Congressman Walter Judd.

And yours is an organization with a proud record. First, each

of you is a young and responsible person, already the possessor

of a record of achievement, but more than this, collectively you

have a most enviable record of achievement. You have sought

nothing for yourselves. You have sought ways to serve the

United States of America and freedom everywhere. I come here

in real humble pride—that I assure you.

I have been fortunate that my own Ufe has been spent with

America's young people. The grave decisions that I have been

compelled to make, at least before this calendar year, have been

vindicated by the skill, the sense of responsibility, and the sacrifice

of America's young men. My faith in them is as my unbounded
faith in America itself.

Now, because you are both young and responsible, you know
what is your greatest responsibility of all—it is tomorrow—it is

the whole future of freedom.

In the minds of all of you, as in my own mind, is a long list of

critical subjects confronting our people today—indeed, confront-

ing all peoples. I wish I could discuss all of them with you: the

problems of healthy foreign trade; the regulation of Govemment
expenditures; the achieving of a more just tax structure; the de-

velopment of sound agricultural programs; the great work to be

done in the fields of education, health, and welfare; the great
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problem of spiritual rejuvenation of our own people, and of free

people throughout the world—all of these people. I should like

to discuss with you and have your convictions and conclusions on

them.

But there is, however, one matter that overshadows all of these.

It is the constant, controlling consideration in our national life

today. It is—our Nation's security.

Quickly we can see how this one issue effectively rules all oth-

ers. It alone comes close to fixing the level of our national

budget—^when two of every three dollars spent by our Federal

Government go to defense purposes. It thereby almost auto-

matically sets the requirements for Federal taxes. It directly

affects the welfare of our farms, so dependent upon wide oppor-

tunities for export. And it is intimately bound up with foreign

trade—^for our own imports of such critical products as nickel and

cobalt and mica are essential to our national security.

It is no wonder that our national security is so vast a matter

—

for the struggle in which freedom today is engaged is quite liter-

ally a total and universal struggle. It engages every aspect of our

lives. It is waged in every arena in which a challenged civiliza-

tion must fight to Uve.

It is a military struggle—on the battlefields of Indochina, and

still in Korea.

It is an economic struggle—in which the equivalent of a lost

battle can be suffered in a ruined rice crop in Burma, or in the

lagging of a critical production line in America.

It is a political struggle—^speaking at the conference tables of

the United Nations, in the daily diplomatic exchanges that flood

the cable wires and telephone lines of the whole world.

It is a scientific struggle—in which atomic energy plants and

colossal research projects can produce terrible wonders matching

in fateful effect the inventions of the wheel or of gunpowder.

It is an intellectual struggle—^for the press and the radio, every

spoken and printed word, can either inspire or weaken men's faith

in freedom.
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It is a spiritual struggle—^for one of communism's basic assump-

tions about the nature of men is that they are incapable of ruling

themselves, incapable, the Communists say, of attaining the spir-

itual standards and strength to solve national problems when these

require voluntary personal sacrifice for the common good. That
is the Communist's justification for regimentation—for dictator-

ship, called in his language, the dictatorship of the proletariat.

All this we deny. And we must seek in our churches, our schools,

our homes and our daily lives the clearness of mind and strongness

of heart to guard the chance to live in freedom.

For this whole struggle, in the deepest sense, is waged neither

for land nor for food nor for power—^but for the soul of man
himself.

Now, my young friends, these are real, tough facts, not mere

poetic fancies. They are facts as true and compelling as any air-

plane production schedules, or the firepower of our guns, or the

armor of our tanks, or the speed of our jets.

I cannot presume today to speak of all the aspects of so vast,

so all-embracing, so total a struggle—nor of all the truths that

must, I believe, guide us steadfastly.

I wish to speak simply of two of these truths.

The first is this: our military strength and our economic

strength are truly one—^neither can sensibly be purchased at the

price of destroying the other.

And the second is this: this Nation and all nations defending

freedom, everywhere in the world, are one in their common need

and their common cause—and none can sanely seek security alone.

The first of these two truths concerns our military posture of

defense.

The second concerns our whole concept and conduct of world

affairs.

Let us consider each of them briefly, for the mere assertion of

a general truth proves nothing and convinces no one.

Now the central problem of our military defense is not merely

to become strong, but to stay strong. The reason is obvious; we
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cannot count upon any enemy striking us at a given, ascertainable

moment. We live, as I have said before, not in an instant of

peril but in an age of peril—a time of tension and of watchfulness.

The defense against this peril, then, must be carefully planned

and steadfastly maintained. It cannot be a mere repetition of

today's reflex to yesterday's crisis. It cannot be a thing of frenzies

and alarms. It must be a thing of thought and of order and of

efiiciency.

Precisely such a defense is now being built for our coimtry. I

believe it does several things. It soberly promises more efficient

military production. It realistically assesses our long-term eco-

nomic capacity. It demands the elimination of luxury, waste,

and duplication in all military activity. And it allocates funds as

justly and as wisely as possible among the three armed services.

It recognizes the great importance of air power.

Concretely: these defense plans allocate 60 cents out of every

defense dollar for air power. With the enactment of pending

legislation, our Air Force will have available for its expenditure

more than $40 billion. By mid- 1954 ^^^ strength will total 114

wings. At the same time the air arm of the Navy will conmiand

a full half of all the funds available to the entire Naval establish-

ment. The Navy and Marine air arms will alone total almost

10,000 planes. All this, I believe, promises both powerful air

defense and a no less powerful deterrent to any would-be

aggressor.

Greater efficiency in production will give us less costly produc-

tion schedules—and something even more vital : fewer planes "on

order," more in the air. Today typical production schedules re-

quire 26 to 34 months for important bombing types. Our civilian

leadership in the Department of Defense believes that such sched-

ules can be reduced to something like 18 months. I repeat: that

will mean fewer planes in theory, more in fact—^more swiftly and

less expensively.

Now, let's look at something very clearly. How many planes,

how many divisions, how great a Navy should we have? Such

387



^ 98 Public Papers of the Presidents

questions are, these days, earnestly and fervently debated by ad-

vocates of different theories, as well as a fair number of self-ap-

pointed experts.

Now all this is healthy and proper enough, provided we do not

lose sight of certain elemental facts.

First: we must remember always that reasonable defense pos-

ture is not won by juggling magic numbers—even with an air of

great authority. There is no wonderfully sure number of planes

or ships or divisions, or billions of dollars, that can automatically

guarantee security. Could I pause long enough to say, in all of

this I hope you will not forget the security of the United States is

found first in the heart—in the heart of youth. Not only the heart

of the man who has been or can be called to put on the uniform,

in the heart of the grandmother, and of the child, that dedication

and devotion to those great human rights for which our country

and other free countries have stood.

If we never lose sight of those great values, nor our devotion

and dedication to them, we have achieved the first problem of

national security.

Now, the most uncompromising advocates of these magic num-
bers have themselves changed their calculations almost from year

to year. Such changes are reasonable, as technological advance

requires. But the insistence that the latest change is final, defini-

tive, sacred—that is not reasonable.

Second : we must remember that all our plans must realistically

take accoimt—^not just this year but every year—of colossal and

continuing technological change. We are living in a time of rev-

olutionary military science. Today 25 aircraft equipped with

modem weapons can in a single attack visit upon an enemy as

much explosive violence as was hurled at Germany by our entire

air effort throughout 4 years of World War II. And those of you

here who belonged to the Eighth and the Ninth and the Twelfth

and the Fifteenthknow what that was.

And a third serious truth about our defense is this : there is no

such thing as maximum military security short of total mobiliza-
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tion. Now, this total mobUization would mean regimentation of

the worker, the farmer, the businessman—allocation of mate-
rials—control of wages and prices—drafting of every able-bodied

citizen. It would mean, in short, all the grim paraphemalia of

the garrison state.

This would do more damage than merely to strain the economic
fabric of America.

It would, if long sustained, imperil the very liberties we are

striving to defend.

And it would ignore the most fundamental truth of all, one to

which I have already alluded—the fact that this total struggle

cannot be won by guns alone.

I do not beHeve, in a word, that we can wisely subscribe to what
I would call the "all-out" military theory of defense—^ignoring

the other defenses of the heart and mind, and of our economy,
that we must build and hold.

There is another theory of defense, another oversimplified con-

cept, which I believe equally misleading and dangerous. It is

what we might call the "fortress" theory of defense.

Advocates of this theory ask: "Why cannot the strongest nation

in the world—our country—stand by itself? What does the

United Nations matter? And particularly in Asia, where so many
of our sons have died in freedom's name, why cannot we make
our own decisions, fight and stand as only we ourselves may
choose?"

There are many answers, of which I will give you a few.

A total struggle—let us never forget it—calls for total defense.

As there is no weapon too small, no arena too remote, to be
ignored, there is no free nation too humble to be forgotten. All
of us have learned—^first from the onslaught of Nazi aggression,

then from Communist aggression—that all free nations must
stand together or they shall fall separately. Again and again
we must remind ourselves that this is a matter not only of political

principle but of economic necessity. It involves our need for

markets for our agricultural and industrial products, our need to
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receive in return from the rest of the world such essentiak as

manganese and cobalt, tin and tungsten, without which our econ-

omy cannot function.

This essential, indispensable unity means working together

—

always within a clearly defined, clearly understood framework

of principle. We know the need of working together, in harmony

with basic principles, within our own Nation. It is the essence of

the democratic process. We should not be surprised that it

applies just as vitally among nations—in the wide community of

the world's free peoples.

How, where, can there be retreat from this unity? Surrender

Asia? That would mean leaving a vast portion of the population

of the entire world to be mobilized by the forces of aggression.

Surrender Europe? That would mean more than doubling the

industrial power of those same forces.

Who is there who thinks that the strength of America is so

great, its burdens so easy, its future so secure, that it could make

so generous a gift to those challenging our very lives?

And very important, there is no such thing as partial imity.

That is a contradiction in terms.

We cannot select those areas of the globe in which our policies

or wishes may differ from our allies—^build political fences around

these areas—and then say to our allies : "We shall do what we
want here—and where you do what we want, there and only

there shall we favor unity." That is not unity. It is an attempted

dictation. And it is not the way free men associate.

We all hear, in this connection, a good deal of unhappy mur-

muring about the United Nations. It is easy to understand this

dismay. None of us is above irritation and frustration over the

seemingly vain and tedious processes of political discourse, par-

ticularly in times of great crisis.

But none of us can rightly forget that neither the world—^nor

the United Nations—^is or can be made in a single image of one

nation's will or ideas. The fact is that from its foundation the

United Nations has seemed to be two distinct things to the two
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worlds divided by the iron curtain. To the Communist world

it has been a convenient sounding board for their propaganda, a

weapon to be exploited in spreading disunity and confusion. To
the free world it has seemed that it should be a constructive forum
for free discussion of the world's problems, an effective agency

for helping to solve those problems peacefully.

But the truth is that even if the United Nations were to con-

form to the concept held by the free nations, it would still be

bound to show infinite variety of opinion, sharp clashes of debate,

slow movement to decision. For all this is little more than a re-

flection of the state of the world itself. An image of perfect

symmetry would be a distorted image—the false creation of some
nation's or some bloc's power-politics. And perhaps one of the

greatest values of the United Nations is this: it holds up a mirror

in which the world can see its true self. And what should we want
to see in such a mirror but the whole truth at such a time of total

struggle?

There are, as you see, certain common denominators to all that

I have said, certain constant thoughts I believe to be consistently

relevant in facing tomorrow.

We must see clearly that all the problems before us—^from farm
exports to balanced budgets, from taxes to the vital resources for

our industry—all are dependent on our Nation's security. And in

this real way freedom's great struggle touches all of us alike

—

farmer and businessman, worker and student, pastor and teacher.

We know this to be true because we know that there is but one
struggle for freedom—^in the market place and in the university,

on the battlefield and beside the assembly liae.

We know that strength means being strong in all these ways
and in all these places.

We know that unity means comradeship, patience, and com-
promise among all free nations.

And we know that only with strength and with unity—^is the

future of freedom assured. And freedom, now and for the future,

is our goal!
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And now, my friends, before I leave you, I should like to give

to you an announcement that came tome just as I left my airplane.

There was a telegram came from the East, that said that Sen-

ator Taft had announced that his physical condition has become

so serious that he has had to give up his active duties as the leader

of the Republican Party in the Senate.

I am sure that you would allow me to speak for you—^indeed, I

have already ventured to do so, I think, in a telegram I just sent,

saying that as he well knew, that we could not spare such patriotic

and devoted service as his, and sent him our prayers for his early

recovery.

Thank you very much indeed.

note: The President spoke at the dent of the National Junior Chamber
Minneapolis Auditorium at 2:30 of Commerce, and Governor C.

p.m. In his opening words he re- Elmer Anderson of Minnesota,

ferred to Horace Henderson, Presi-

99 ^ Remarks at the EbenezerHome for the

Aged in Minneapolis. June i o, 1 953

I AM GRATEFUL, both to the Republican State Central Com-
mittee and to the members of the Ebenezer Home, for allowing

me to stop here and say a brief word of greeting to so many fel-

low Americans.

I have gone through this town today, and I am very proud and

very humble in the realization that I have received a welcome far

beyond my deserts.

I can only say here, in the hope that you will carry it to all of

your neighbors, that I am grateful for every smile I have seen,

and I say thanks to everybodywho has yelled "Hi, Ike,'' or "Hello,

there."

I have been in many coimtries of the world. Some of them

have chosen me, as a representative of our people, to receive their

very highest awards to bring home to you. But no honor I have
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ever received has yet equaled in my own heart, in my own mind,

just that warm feeKng you get from a whole crowd of my fellow

citizens looking at me as if to say, "Well, we are sort of glad you

came aroimd."

I want to say to you, I am sort of glad I came aroimd to see

you.

100 ^ Address at the Closure Ceremonies at

GarrisonDam, North Dakota. June 11,1 953

Mr. Chairman^ Governor Brunsdale, General Sturgis, distin-

guished guestsy my fellow Americans:

It is a great honor to be here with you at this significant cere-

mony in the development of the Garrison Dam—the closure

ceremonies of the dam.

I hope as I start expressing to you a few of the facts that cross

my mind on this significant occasion you will allow me first to

reminisce a bit.

I was raised on one of the major tributaries of the Missouri

River—^in the Kaw Valley in Kansas. There was a great flood

in 1903—50 years ago this year—almost 50 years ago this day. It

was a terrific thing and it covered that whole valley.

I was in the midst of it. I've tried to cast my mind back
today to the thoughts of that time. Certainly the last thing that

would have occurred to us living in the midst of that flood was
that man would ever have the temerity to try to harness the Big

Muddy.
I might say also that the furthest thing from my mind was that

I personally would ever be present at a ceremony where we were

celebrating or commemorating such a successful effort. Who
would have thought then of a loudspeaker, or of a radio that car-

ries voices today all over this Nation even as we sit here on this

pleasant sunny countryside?

Now, when we think of how far man has come in those 50 years
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it is almost frightening to project our minds 50 years in advance.

And so, I want to address myself first to those doubters who say,

"What can be the use of this enormous structure with its 23,-

000,000 acre-feet of water stored behind it, with all of the dreams

that people have had who designed it, or for its use in flood con-

trol, irrigation, regulating navigation further downriver and for

the uses of the power?"

And even already, I am told, there have been more requests

for power than they contemplate producing in this mighty dam.

But beyond all of the immediate uses, think of what it's going to

mean to the people who in some similar occasion and some other

spot stand 50 years from now to celebrate some other significant

development of this kind.

The improvement in our cultivation, the improvement in con-

trol of floods that are now so destructive will then probably be-

come commonplace. They will accept them as a part of their

lives. They will no longer question the usefulness of these great

dams.

Now, I believe that every part of our Govemment and of our

people have a role to play in the development of this kind of con-

servation effort. The Federal Govemment, with its great reserves

of credit and of money, must participate because out of these

things comes a direct and great benefit to the Federal

Government.

First, we must recall that our population is increasing now at

the rate of about 3,000,000 a year. Certainly before long the

rate of increase will be in excess of that number.

Now we talk about our surpluses. Within a matter of a. couple

of decades the problem will be—^where is our wheat, our meat, our

grain, our fibers? Where are they coming from? We will have

to develop all of these lands so far as the available water will

permit so as to bring production to a maximum rate rather than

what we sometimes now call a controlled rate.

Everywhere there will be need for the power, for the controls
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of flood waters, for the irrigation water and for the navigation

that will travel our streams.

Now, possibly it would be appropriate for me to express here

just a bit of my own philosophy as to the kind of partnership that

would develop these great works. As I said, I believe that the

Federal Government has a major role to play. But we must riot

forget that our Founding Fathers found and believed it necessary

that in diffusing and dispersing power—the control over our lives

in this country—^it wasn't enough to disperse it and diffuse it func-

tionally in the executive branch, the legislative branch and the

judicial. They felt it also necessary to diffuse it geographically.

In other words, the State has not only a traditional but a very

necessary function to perform in our country if we are to be as-

sured of remaining the kind of people under the kind of govern-

mental system that we now enjoy and which has brought us to

this point.

And so I believe that in a great work, a great development such

as this, the State has a very distinct function and it must be per-

formed. Else too much power will be concentrated in Washing-

ton and all people will have to look to that far off place to say,

"What may I do and what may I not do,'' whether you be an in-

dustrialist in the city or a farmer tilling the soil.

And in the same way the community, the municipality has a

function. And finally there is always a place in our country for

private enterprise. Indeed, when that function disappears then

we will be under some other alien form of government and one

that we would not recognize now.

I wonder if you would allow me for a moment to read an ob-

servation from one of the greatest Presidents our country has pro-

duced—^Abraham Lincoln. He said once, "The legitimate object

of Government is to do for a community of people whatever they

need to have done but cannot do at all or cannot do so well. In

all that the people can individually do so well for themselves Gov-

ernment ought not to interfere."
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So far as Fm concerned, I am going to make no attempt to im-

prove on Mr. Lincoln's philosophy.

But obviously Garrison Dam is something that the conmiu-

nity—the people here—could not do for themselves. And I am
proud, indeed, to be here to symbolize today in a small way the

Federal Government's part in this great development. But the

dam was built with people's money. Its benefits shall go to the

people.

One of the functions that this dam will perform is providing

power for this great area. Already there are in this area facilities

by which that power is distributed. There are facilities that be-

long to municipalities; there are REA co-op facilities; there are

private power companies. All should be utilized. What man
has produced we don't destroy; we don't throw it away. They are

here to serve these communities. We could use them all because

all have proved their usefulness.

Now, in using the things that already have been produced for

the benefit of all people, we will conserve tax dollars at a time

when the security of this great Nation—the security that permits

this kind of development—^is demanding 2 out of every 3 tax

dollars we pay.

It is no time to be spending money uselessly. It is time to be

doing those things which the needs of today—and even more so

the needs of the next 10 years—demand that we do in order that

we may stay prosperous and do our work economically and in

timely fashion so that the urgency of an immediate need will not

drive us into extra cost.

Now, this brings us up to another aspect of this kind of work.

It is not something to be conceived of all alone. It is part

of a great conservation work that all parts of our Nation must

benefit from and must participate in, in order that we must get

these things when we need them.

Because; let us take one of these great dams. In itself it pos-

sibly is not directly concerned in soil conservation. But if we do

not have soil conservation practices up above these great dams
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they will certainly fill up more rapidly than if we do act intelli-

gently in this fashion and keep these dams for the purposes for

which they were intended.

Already some of the earlier dams, constructed as early as 1903

and 1904, in the early part of the century, I am told are showing

the results of filling up. So there must be coordination between

this kind of work and the other practices that we have in soil,

water, timber, wildlife conservation. Happily, this dam is going

to serve all of these functions.

Now, my friends, in these days and times we know how neces-

sary it is that we don't forget the spiritual strength of America.

We know how necessary it is that we inform ourselves of the facts

of the world situation and how we rededicate ourselves to the

status of our country in order that we may stand fearless, una-

fraid, and secure in this troublous time, when we are threatened

both from without and from within.

Many men have seen their need for a spiritual renaissance—

a

rekindling of the kind of spirit that made Patrick Henry say "Give

me Uberty or give me death." That is one side of the rededication

to America that we must never forget, and certainly it is the most

important in the sense that all improvements in this world that

man now enjoys have come from the heart and the soul of man.

Unless he wanted something—unless he demanded something

—

it did not come about to satisfy his material, his intellectual or his

spiritual needs.

At this same time we are here engaged in something else just

as important—the material strength of America. Man is both a

spiritual being and a material being. He needs and requires his

daily bread; he requires his clothing, his shelter and other things

that come from the material resources of America and of the

world.

We must conserve; we must dedicate ourselves to keeping

America—^America's soil, America's water—at its very highest

level of efficiency. We must improve it where it is possible be-
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cause the Nation, like each of us, is both a material thing and

it is a spiritual thing.

It is spiritual in that it represents for all the world hope—^hope

of living and freedom, hope of living peacefully, justly, to be

spared the great burdens of wars, turmoils, and destruction. But

it is also something whose major economic, industrial and material

strength must support this purpose throughout the world.

I mean it in this way: if the United States is going to remain

free other great areas of this world must remain free. To remain

free they must be both spiritually and materially strong just as

must we. Since we today are the most powerful nation in the

world—the leaders of the world—^we must support those who,

like us, are determined to observe the dignity of man to make

him and respect him rather as made in the image of his God—the

equal with all other people.

If we are going to do that we must be materially strong; we

must be spiritually strong. I firmly believe that the kind of thing

we see today is one of the major efforts that we are making now

and we will continue to make in increasing number to keep our

material strength great. That is what will keep our spirit and

our strength able to say to all others, "Do not attack us except at

your peril because we are going to live imder God as a free, se-

cure, and peaceful people."

I should like, before I say goodby, to assure you again of the

great honor I feel in the invitation to come out here today to be

with you to celebrate this significant milestone in the development

of this Nation's material strength.

Goodby and good luck.

note: In his opening words the Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army.

President referred to Governor Nor- Lt. Gk)v. C. P. Dahl introduced the

man Brunsdale of North Dakota and guests and R. Fay Brown served as

Maj. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, Jr., master of ceremonies.
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1 01 ^ Address at the Annual Convention of the

NationalYoung Republican Organization, Mount

Rushmore National Monument, South Dakota.

Jun^ II, 1953

Mrs, Chairman, Governor Anderson^ distinguished guests and
ladies and gentlemen:

I have been signally honored in the invitation from this organi-

zation to come to this beautiful spot today. I have been privileged

to come with the two distinguished United States Senators from
this state. Senator Mundt and Senator Case, and with them
Congressman Berry and Congressman Lovre.

We are further complimented today by the presence here of a

group of young Republicans now serving you and all of us in

Congress. So all in all it makes it an occasion that will live long

in my memory.

Now one of the many responsibilities I acquired last year was
that of becoming leader of the Republican Party. I am very

proud—and I may add that I am kept intensely aware—of this

special responsibility.

Most Americans would agree with me that it is not appropri-

ate for the President of the United States to indulge incessantly in

partisan political activities—every day on every possible occasion.

Many of the most critical problems before our country are in no
sense partisan issues. They involve all Americans ; and in meeting

them the President must strive to serve all our citizens. For these

problems threaten freedom itself. They summon and demand
unadulterated patriotism.

Yet all Americans also have the deep conviction that representa-

tive government requires a healthy two-party system. In this

sense, the responsibility of the President as party leader is rec-

ognized as an inescapable duty, essential to democracy itself.

Having been all my Ufe a member of a militant organization,
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it would be strange indeed if I should lack satisfaction in a meet-

ing with militant Republicans—and the young Republicans have

certainly earned that title. I assure you that your zeal, your

courage, your energy in serving our country through the GOP
excite my admiration and command my deepest respect; like-

wise my affection.

I therefore welcome this opportunity to meet with a Repub-
lican group, and particularly to speak to you young men and

women who tomorrow will be leading this party and, let me add
with confidence, leading this Nation.

Now some members of the opposition party will, of course, con-

test this in every way they can. With vast volumes of anguished

oratory, they will proclaim their grief over all we do.

We must be philosophic and patient about all this. For this

sound-and-fury also is a characteristic element in our two-party

system. And we must keep our sense of humor always, for since

time immemorial man has heard no cry more agonized than that

of the deposed bureaucrat or the demoted politician.

Now understanding all this, let us nevertheless remind our-

selves that no party's tenure of office is assured by merely wishing

it so. Our tenure will depend, first of all, upon Republican per-

formance—^upon the wisdom and the unity we prove in advancing

a program that will serve the interests and needs of all our cit-

izens. It will depend, beyond this, upon the efficiency of the Re-

publican organization in bringing to every citizen in the land

clear knowledge of our problems and our progress toward their

solution.

We Republicans, in short, though identified as a partisan polit-

ical party, can know and serve our own interests only as we know
and serve those of all our people—of all parties and races and

creeds. Hence, as we join in a partisan meeting with great satis-

faction, we gather in a spirit not so much partisan as American,

Now your individual and collective interest in our party is

especially vital, for its whole future belongs to you. You are

interested, as are your elders, in the present. You share its bur-
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dens—^you must provide your share of the required leadership.

But obviously, your youth makes you the possessors of the

future—and makes the Republican party yours to commend or to

correct, to strengthen in wisdom and in will.

For this reason, you have a special right to ask of me: What

is this party of ours achieving in Washington: what are its meth-

ods today and its hopes for tomorrow? And, above all, what

beliefs are ruling its growth and its future?

Now let me try to answer these questions as briefly and clearly

as I can.

To summarize something of what the Republican party has

done—^in just 5 months—I cite 10 quite specific achievements.

These are 10 areas in which deeds, not promises, testify to the

work done.

First, in the field of foreign affairs: we have dedicated our

party resolutely to a policy seeking to strengthen and secure

friendship and cooperation among all nations loving freedom and

resisting tyranny. We have recognized that the power to stay

free demands spiritual strength, economic strength, military

strength; and the fostering of all of these is essential to true col-

lective security.

We have worked not only to improve our defense against

threatened Communist aggression—^not only to eliminate in the

non-Conmiunist world those conditions that invite the propa-

ganda of the Communists, but also to encourage strains and

stresses within the ranks of the 800 millions in the Soviet world

now denied the hopes and the rewards of a free life.

We have—^in the 5 months we have been in office—^been striv-

ing both to perfect this policy and to make it clearly understood

by our friends throughout the world. Our special emissaries have

gone, or shortly will be going, to almost every section of the globe,

to make plain our single, simple purpose : peace and security for

ourselves and for our friends everywhere.

It has been in this spirit, for example, that an American Sec-

retary of State has made, for the first time in our history, a pil-
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grimage to an area of utmost importance to us all—the Near and
Middle East and South Asia. And in the same purpose of good
will, in that same spirit, my brother, the president of Pennsylvania

State College, will soon start on an extended visit on my behalf to

South America.

Signs of such good will must be matched by the evidence of

good deeds.

Firm and lasting collective security cannot be built of promises

and gestures alone. For this reason, our foreign aid program as

now conceived and administered—realistically and econom-

ically—^is indispensable to all our security arrangements. All the

plans we have made, including many of the savings in our security

department, are conceivable and practicable only when geared

to this essential foreign aid. For only this aid enables our friends

in the world to assume their proper roles in the common defense

of freedom.

I know that you especially appreciate this truth. For I have

found everywhere in our country that yoimg men and women are

conspicuously and keenly aware of the meaning and the demands
of collective security—^without which there is no true security for

any one.

Next, we have reviewed and revised military defense plans to

meet realistically the needs of our times. These plans are de-

signed to avoid the need for "crash" operations meeting sudden

unforeseen crises. They are projected ahead for a continuing, not

an intermittent, time of crisis. We must be ready to meet not

merely some sudden, lightning like attack but the enduring re-

sponsibilities, both military and economic, that fall upon us as the

leaders of freedom's forces.

The programs we have devised are calculated primarily to

make and keep us militarily secure during such an age. They are

conceived—^with care and logic—in the hope that even the So-

viets can be persuaded to see the utter folly of counting upon the

success of aggression or, indeed, of depending solely upon arma-

ments for security. Whenever that day truly dawns, then the
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burden of arms now so grievously slowing the social progress of

mankind can be lifted from the world—and the pursuit of human

happiness be gloriously speeded.

Next, we have freed our economy of needless stifling controls

and at the same time taken effective steps to assure the well-being

of all our people. Throughout our economy, the power of Ameri-

can initiative is being encouraged again to prove itself.

Without resort to emergency measures, for example, we have

seen cattle prices show signs of stabilizing, after the drastic drop

begun many, many months ago. A new intemational wheat

agreement has been negotiated which, once ratified, will assure

for our farmers of an export outlet for large quantities of wheat

at a price 25 cents above the previous agreement.

We are revitalizing the foreign agricultural service to promote

foreign trade. Legal price supports have been maintained, while

spoilage has been reduced and storage costs have been cut. Agri-

culture, caught today in a harsh squeeze because of high operat-

ing costs, needs the prospect of a good, stable income.

We are now busily engaged in consulting farmers from all parts

of the United States, to help us work out a program designed to

achieve this goal, without regimenting the farm families of Amer-

ica. I am confidentwe can do it.

Next, and I assure you, most important, we have instituted

what amounts almost to a revolution in Federal Government as

we have seen it operating in our generation. We have set about

making it smaller rather than bigger—^we have been finding things

it can stop doing rather than new things for it to do. Recom-

mended expenditures for the next year have been cut by $4.5 bil-

lion, and requests of the Congress for new money have been

reduced by more than $8.5 billion. The Federal payroll is already

smaller by more than 50 thousand individuals—^which means a

saving of no less than $180 million per year. And every single

department of the Government has reduced its requests for money

for the next year.

Next, we have set about making Government not only more
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economical but more efficient in its operations, by speeding reor-

ganizations of whole departments. These have included the De-
partment of Agriculture, the Department of Defense, the State

Department, the Government Information Program, the Depart-

ment of Justice, the Mutual Security Agency.

This has meant that refining and coordination of Government
functions ranging all the way from the welfare of the farms of

South Dakota to the construction of air bases in North Africa.

Next, we have created a new Cabinet office—the Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare. For the first time the prob-

lems of the needy and the sick, the aged and the helpless are

in charge of a major department of the Federal Government.

Next, we are helping to foster the revitalization of local and
State government. We have instituted a complete review of Fed-
eral-State relations, with the purpose of clearing lines of authority,

eliminating wasteful duplication, and insuring to State and local

governments the responsibility for all functions properly theirs.

We have called the Governors of all the States to a conference

in Washington, to review with them the whole matter of national

security, and this healthy practice is to be repeated regularly in

the years ahead. Respecting the rights and responsibilities of

the States, we have determined the disposition of the tidelands

oil with action that, in my deep conviction, recognizes fairly the

Constitutional rights of both Federal and State Governments.

Next, we have attacked the problem of internal security with

a vigor long overdue. We have set up security regulations in the

Federal Government which, while strictly respecting the just

rights of every civil servant, at the same time recognize this basic

principle: Government employment itself is not a right but a

privilege.

This privilege is at last being categorically denied anyone not

worthy of the American people's trust—^whether in any depart-

ment of Government, or in the delegation of the United Nations,

or in any Embassy abroad. This assuring of proper security, as

I said in the State of the Union Message, is the direct responsibil-
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ity of the executive branch of the Government. This responsi-

bility is now being met.

And I assure you again it is being met, as it must be met, with-

out resort to un-American methods; the rights of the innocent and

the reputation of the devoted public servant must be militantly

defended. Should we fail in this, we would have none but fail-

ures and wasters left to serve the Federal Government.

And here let me repeat once again: the vast bulk of your

Federal employees comprise dedicated and able citizens. I re-

spect and I honor them.

Next, we have, through a healthy and thoroughly renovated

Department of Justice, begun effectively to attack crime and cor-

ruption. This attack cares more for the substance of the results

it achieves than for the size of the television audiences it com-

mands. A completely overhauled Department of Justice staff

is directing these operations—from major anti-trust actions to

the exposure of vicious crime rings that have long ruled the docks

of our major ports.

Next and finally, we have taken substantial steps toward ensur-

ing equal civil rights to all our citizens regardless of race or creed

or color.

Again: these actions have been designed to remove terrible

injustices rather than to capture headlines. They are being taken,

quietly and determinedly, wherever the authority of the Federal

Government extends.

Action has been taken in Army camps and schools. And in the

District of Columbia, before the bar of the Supreme Court, the

Attorney General has successfully appealed for the upholding of

laws barring segregation in all public places in our National

Capital.

This list, then, suggests some of our forward movement in 10

critical areas of Government. It would be foolish to pretend that

these achievements are more than a beginning. But I sincerely

believe they are a good beginning.

There is something to be added here that is scarcely less im-
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portant for our future. It is this : these results have been achieved

by ways and means that, while not new in our history, have been

too long out of fashion in our Government.

First, one fact I think is particularly meaningful to you: this

administration is profoundly young in spirit. Perhaps in this,

more than anything else, I can say to you : there has been a change

in Washington.

The men directing the work of this administration are uncom-

promised by years of political promises and campaign oratory.

They are not prisoners of their own past mistakes or their own

stale habits of handling public affairs. They are busily

—

freshly—^youthfully—at work.

Secondly, another new quality in the working of this adminis-

tration is reflected in the role of the Cabinet. The Cabinet can

be whatever kind of body the administration wants. It can, on

the one hand, be a score of heads that do nothing but nod, in neat

array—a kind of agreeable approval of everything proposed by

the President. It can be, in the other extreme, a babel of dis-

cordant voices in which the prize of decision belongs to the loud-

est voice.

The present Cabinet, I assure you, belongs to neither of these

futile extremes. It is a group of capable and purposeful indi-

viduals. They give advice candidly and thoughtfully, speaking

their several minds freely and lucidly to but one purpose—^to

offer the best, the wisest programs within their power for all our

1 60 million citizens. And this applies to the Republican leaders

of the Senate and the House as well as the officers of the Cabinet.

In this same spirit of constructive purpose have been shaped

the relations between the executive and legislative branches of the

Government. I have had the pleasure of meeting at the White

House with every Senator and almost every Congressman of both

parties—a niunber of whom, though veterans in Government, had

never before entered the President's house.

These meetings have reflected a major purpose of this admin-

istration. It is this : to do all that it reasonably can do to encour-
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age cooperation and harmony between the legislative and execu-

tive branches. For only such harmony can advance coherent,

consistent policies at a time when all the world must be made
aware of America's steady direction and aims. This effort has

been shared by our party's legislative leaders.

We believe that an essential part of last year's electoral deci-

sion was the people's serious summons to restore balance and or-

der and sense and continuity to our national policies. In this,

the Chief Executive and his Cabinet heads have special respon-

sibilities of leadership. But they can achieve needed results only

by patient persuasion, sound argument, friendly contact.

Govemment must not allow its policies to be caught in the fatal

crossfire of a Congress and an Executive warring upon one an-

other. Such a condition is not going to prevail if it is within the

power of this administration to prevent it. My young friends, I

don't think anything could be more important to our Govem-
ment than this particular point. Our very form of Govemment
is in peril unless each branch willingly accepts and discharges its

own clear responsibilities—and respects the rights and respon-

sibilities of the others.

There is no compromise in principle involved in seeking to ad-

here to effective—and let me say constitutional—^methods in Gov-

emment. To every idea, to every specific measure, that this

administration has ever endorsed—or to which I subscribed last

summer and fall—^we continue and shall continue to give our

unswerving support.

Under this form of Govemment, a special duty of the Execu-

tive is to devise and present to the Congress broad programs af-

fecting the welfare of America and her citizens both at home and

abroad. So long as the Republicans are in power, these programs

must conform to certain basic beliefs that distinguish us as a

party.

I suggest that these beliefs define this party of ours, its char-

acter and its purposes—^not in terms merely of the next election,

but of the fateful decades stretching out before us.
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What are some of these beliefs?

We believe, of course, in the dignity and the freedom of the

individual. And we believe that, in determining his own daily

welfare, each citizen, however humble, has greater wisdom than

any Government, however great.

We believe that every citizen—of every race and creed—de-

serves to enjoy equal civil rights and liberties, for there can be no

such citizen in a democracy as a half-free citizen.

We believe that the just and proper concern of Government is

not exclusively the laborer nor the businessman nor the farmer

nor the veteran, but all of these, all citizens and families and com-

munities—^none with special privileges, but all with special needs

of equal concern to truly representative Government.

We believe that, in this age of peril to freedom everywhere,

plain patriotism compels us to see that our own Nation's freedom

and security depend upon the fate of the entire community of

free nations.

We believe that the best way to defend these precious ideals of

individual freedom is that middle way which avoids extremes

in purpose and in action.

This middle way means—^in world affairs—a national policy

that is firm without being truculent, specific without being timid.

This means—^in domestic affairs—a national policy that heeds

both the inalienable liberties of the individual and his need for

security against poverty and unforeseen disaster. This middleway
means guarding against those enemies who would claim the priv-

ilege of freedom in order to destroy freedom itself.

It means guarding, no less, against any who would pretend to

defend this freedom with weapons from the arsenal of the tyrant.

For to defend freedom in ways that themselves destroy freedom

is suicide—perhaps slow, but certainly sure.

And I suggest one thing more: a party truly confident of its

devotion to the good of all the people need fear neither partisan

criticism nor self-criticism. To be truly good servants, we need
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not pretend perfection. We do make mistakes. We shall con-

tinue to make them. But to see them and to acknowledge them
is half to atone for them.

Let us always, in this spirit, strive to scrutinize ourselves no less

carefully than our opponents. Let us remember that the middle

way, which we are following in confidence, compels us to leave

to others the rolling of loud drums and the shouting of empty
slogans.

Let us remember always to be fearless and uncompromising in

speaking the truth to the people, whether this truth concerns the

perils of world affairs, deficits in our budgets, disappointments

in our own programs.

Let us remember, in the affairs of the market place, how vast

is the difference between a healthy, rugged individualism and a

heartless, ruthless selfishness.

Let us remember—at every instant—that no interest of party

can ever come before the interest of the Nation.

Let us remember that our Government—however grand its

philosophy, however majestic its processes—is simply as good and
as wise and as just as the thousands of people serving it, staffing

the offices, filling the halls of Congress, advising the President.

And this call to work, to serve, reaches to all of you, in every com-
munity in our land—each to do his part in helping us to stay free.

And let us always, even as we rightly revere the past and its

heritage of freedom, never fear or doubt the future. For this

—

the future—^is the hope and the home of all who are young and
are free, if only they are brave.

The simple words that must ever guide us are those I have re-

peated so often today. We believe. We have faith. For the very

foundation of our Government is this: we trust in the merciful

providence of God, whose image, within every man, is the source

and substance of each man's dignity and freedom.

My young friends, my pride in the Republican Party and my
special loyalty to its young standard-bearers springs from my deep
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conviction that you are faithfully dedicated to the respect of that

dignity, to the defense of that freedom, for all our people.

Thank you very much, indeed.

note: In his opening words the Arth and Governor Sigurd Anderson

President referred to Mrs. Carol R. of South Dakota.

102 ^ Exchange ofMessages Between the

President and Prime MinisterNehru of India on

the Prisoner ofWarAgreement Reached at

Panmunjom. June 12, 1953

[ Released June 12, 1953. Dated June 1 1, 1953 ]

My dearMr. Prime Minister:

I thank you for your message received June 9 regarding the

prisoner of war agreement reached at Panmunjom. I greatly ap-

preciate your words regarding the part which the United States

has played in this matter. It is my earnest hope that this agree-

ment will speedily lead to an armistice and just peace in Korea,

and to a relaxing of world tensions. India's participation in the

work of the Repatriation Commission will mark a further sig-

nificant contribution toward these ends.

Sincerely yours,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Mr. Nehru's message, trans- like to offer my respectful congratu-

mitted by the Indian Ambassador, lations to President Eisenhower for

follows

:

his leadership at this critical moment.

Please convey to President Eisen- I earnestly trust that this Agreement

hower my congratulations on the will lead to peace not only in the Far

signing of the P.O.W. Agreement at East but elsewhere.

Panmunjom. The United States un- Jawaharlal Nehru
der the leadership of the President

has played a wise and generous part The messages were released at the

in these negotiations which have re- Game Lodge, Custer State Park,

suited in an Agreement and I should South Dakota.
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103 ^ Remarks at the Dedication of the

Ellsworth Air Force Base, Rapid City, South

Dakota. June 13, 1953

Mrs. Ellsworth, Governor Anderson, distinguished guests, mem-
bers and friends of the United States Air Force:

We are met here in tribute to a gallant and patriotic American,

a man whose name will always be an inspiration to the members
of his family and his loved ones, his friends, to the members of

his garrison, to all the Armed Services, and to Americans

everywhere.

It is now my very great honor to dedicate this great base in

memory of Brigadier General Richard Ellsworth.

104 ^ Remarks at the Dartmouth College

Commencement Exercises, Hanover, New
Hampshire. June 14, 1953

President Dickey, Secretary Pearson, members of Dartmouth's

family and their friends:

Your president possesses a brash bravery approaching fool-

hardiness when he gives to me this platform in front of such an

audience, with no other admonition except to speak informally,

and giving me no limits of any other kind.

He has forgotten, I think, that old soldiers love to reminisce,

and that they are, in addition, notoriously garrulous. But I have

certain limitations of my own I learned throughout these many
years, and I think they will serve to keep me from oflFending too

deeply. But even if I do offend, I beg, in advance, the pardon of

those families and friends, sweethearts that are waiting to greet

these new graduates with a chaste handshake of congratulations,
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and assure you that any overstaying of my time was unintentional

and just merely a product ofmy past upbringing.

First, I could not pass this occasion without the traditional

congratulations to this Class, the completion of 4 years of arduous

work at a college of such standing as Dartmouth, and of which

there is no higher.

Next, I think I may be pardoned if I congratulate you on the

quality of the addresses you have heard today up to this moment.

I think that your conmiencement address and the two valedictory

addresses established a standard that could well be one to be

emulated even here in the future.

Now, with your permission, I want to talk about two points

—

two qualities—today that are purely personal. I am not going

to be an exhorter, as Secretary Pearson has said. I want to talk

about these two things and merely suggest to you certain ideas

concerning them.

I am going to talk about fun—^joy—^happiness, just fun in life.

I am going to talk a little about courage.

Now, as to fun: to get myself straight at once, for fear that

in my garrulous way I might stray from my point, I shall say this

:

unless each day can be looked back upon by an individual as one

in which he has had some fun, some joy, some real satisfaction,

that day is a loss. It is un-Christian and wicked, in my opinion, to

allow such a thing to occur.

Now, there are many, many different things and thoughts and

ideas that will contribute—any acts of your own—^that will con-

tribute to the fun you have out of life. You can go along the

bank of a stream in the tropics, and there is a crocodile lying in

the sun. He looks the picture of contentment. They tell me
that often they live to be a great age

—

sl hundred years or more

—

and still lying in the sun and that is all they do.

Now, by going to Dartmouth, by coming this far along the

road, you have achieved certain standards. One of those stand-

ards is: it is no longer so easy for you to have fun, and you can't

be like a crocodile and sleep away your life and be satisfied. You
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must do something, and normally it must involve others, some-

thing you do for them. The satisfaction—^it's trite but it's true

—

the satisfaction of a clear conscience, no matter what happens.

You can get a lot of fun out of shooting a good game of golf.

But you wouldn't have the slightest fun out of it if you knew to

achieve that first 79—^you broke 80 today—^if you did it by teeing

up in the rough or taking the slightest advantage anywhere, and

no one else in the world but you knew it. That game would

never be a 79 to you, and so it was not worth while because you

had no fun doing it.

Whatever you do—a little help to someone along the road

—

something you have achieved because you worked hard for it, like

your graduation diploma today, those things have become worth

while, and in your own estimation will contribute to your happi-

ness. They will measure up to your standards because your

standards have become those that only you know, but they have

become very high. And if you do those things, they are the kind

of things that will satisfy you and make life something that is

joyous, that will cause your face to spread out a little, instead of

going this way [indicating a long face] . There's too much of that

in the world, anyway.

You are leaders. You are bound to be leaders because you

have had advantages that make you leader to someone, whether

you know it or not. There will be tough problems to solve. You
have heard about them. You can't solve them with long faces

—

they don't solve problems, not when they deal with humans. Hu-
mans have to have confidence. You have got to help give it to

them.

This brings me up to my second little topic, which is courage.

I forget the author, but one many years ago, you know, uttered

that famous saying, "The coward dies a thousand deaths, but

the brave man dies but once." In other words, you can live

happily if you have courage, because you are not fearing some-

thing that you can't help.

You must have courage to look at all about you with honest
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eyes—^above all, yourself. And we go back to our standards.

Have you actually measured up? If you have, it is that courage

to look at yourself and say, well, I failed miserably there, I hurt

someone's feelings needlessly, I lost my temper—^which you must

never do except deliberately. You did not measure up to your

own standards.

Now, if you have the courage to look at yourself, soon you be-

gin to achieve a code or a pattern that is closer to your own stand-

ards. By the same token, look at all that is dear to you: your own
family. Of course, your children are going to be the greatest, the

most extraordinary that ever lived. But, also, look at them as

they are, occasionally.

Look at your country. Here is a country of which we are

proud, as you are proud of Dartmouth and all about you, and the

families to which you belong. But this coimtry is a long way from
perfection—a long way. We have the disgrace of racial discrim-

ination, or we have prejudice against people because of their re-

ligion. We have crime on the docks. We have not had the cour-

age to uproot these things, although we know they are wrong.

And we with our standards, the standards given us at places like

Dartmouth, we know they are wrong.

Now, that courage is not going to be satisfied—^your sense of

satisfaction is not going to be satisfied, if you haven't the courage

to look at these things and do your best to help correct them, be-

cause that is the contribution you shall make to this beloved

country in your time. Each of us, as he passes along, should strive

to add something.

It is not enough merely to say I love America, and to salute the

flag and take off your hat as it goes by, and to help sing the Star

Spangled Banner. Wonderful! We love to do them, and our

hearts swell with pride, because those who went before you

worked to give to us today, standing here, this pride.

And this is a pride in an institution that we think has brought

great happiness, and we know has brought great contentment
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and freedom of soul to many people. But it is not yet done. You
must add to it.

Don't join the book burners. Don't think you are going to

conceal faults by concealing evidence that they ever existed.

Don't be afraid to go in your library and read every book, as

long as that document does not offend our own ideas of decency.

That should be the only censorship.

How will we defeat communism unless we know what it is,

and what it teaches, and why does it have such an appeal for

men, why are so many people swearing allegiance to it? It is

almost a religion, albeit one of the nether regions.

And we have got to fight it with something better, not try to

conceal the thinking of our own people. They are part of

America. And even if they think ideas that are contrary to ours,

their right to say them, their right to record them, and their right

to have them at places where they are accessible to others is un-

questioned, or it isn't America.

I fear I have already violated my promise not to stay too long

and not to exhort. I could not, though, go back to that chair

without saying that my sense of distinction in Dartmouth's hon-

orary doctorate, in the overgenerous—extravagantly overgenerous

remarks of your president in awarding me that doctorate, in the

present of the cane from the young men of the graduating class

—

all of these things are very precious to me.

I have been fortunate in that my life has been spent with

America's young men, probably one of the finest things that has

happened to me in a very long life.

I thank you again for this.

note: The President spoke at 12:22 Dartmouth College, and Lester B.

p.m. In his opening words he re- Pearson, Secretary of State for Ex-

ferred to John Dickey, President of temal Affairs of Canada.
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105 ^ Remarks at the Dedication of the

Theodore RooseveltHome at Sagamore Hill, Oyster

Bay, New York, as a National Shrine.

June 14, 1953

Mr. Chairman, President Hoover, Governor Dewey, members of

the Roosevelt family, and friends and admirers of Theodore

Roosevelt:

My first act in the tribute that I hope to pay to our ex-Presi-

dent today is an official one. It is a Proclamation that I have to

sign, and as I sign it, I shall read it to you.

It is headed [reading] "Theodore Roosevelt Week. By the

President of the United States of America, A Proclamation.

"Whereas Theodore Roosevelt holds an honored place in the

annals of our country as a spirited soldier, a farsighted statesman,

an intrepid explorer, and a forceful writer ; and

"Whereas the dedication of Theodore Roosevelt's home at

Sagamore Hill, Oyster Bay, New York, as a national shrine is to

take place during the week of June 1 4, 1 953 ; and

"Whereas the Congress, by a joint resolution approved on

June 13, 1953, has designated the week beginning June 14, 1953,

as Theodore Roosevelt Week, in honor of our former President,

and has requested the President to issue a proclamation calling

upon the people of the United States to observe that week by

paying tribute to the achievements and memory of Theodore

Roosevelt:

"Now, therefore, I, Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the

United States of America, do hereby call upon the people of the

United States to observe the week beginning June 14, 1953, as

Theodore Roosevelt Week by paying tribute to the achievements

and memory of that great American, and I urge interested indi-

viduals and organizations to take part in appropriate ceremonies
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commemorative of the inspiring role of Theodore Roosevelt in

our national heritage.

"In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and Seal."

[The President then signed the Proclamation] Which I trust

makes this ceremony the beginning of a week of spontaneous

tribute to one of the greatest Americans that we have produced.

I ^ant to refer, for a second, to the Army and some of its

practices. In its schools and in its educational systems, we are

required to study the processes, the acts and decisions of leaders

of the past. Now, contrary to popular notion, these studies are

not confined to the decisions of military commanders. We look

up and study the actions of leaders, to see what were the prob-

lems facing them; how did they analyze them; how did they reach

their decisions; what did they do.

One of the men who was a favorite for study in my generation

was Theodore Roosevelt. Now, there is one thing that I should

like to speak about that I learned during that study. We are apt,

I think, when we cast our minds back to dramatic figures of the

past, to overdramatize them. For he seems, Teddy Roosevelt,

a rough rider. We like to think of him, in his relationships with

the Congress, that he galloped down Pennsylvania Avenue on a

spirited charger, with sabre drawn, and rushed into the House

and Senate, demanded what he wanted, and rode out with

everybody cowed.

And that, in more or less similarity, is paralleled in every pic-

ture we have in our minds of what he did. But the fact is that

he was a wise leader. He was not a swashbuckler and he was

not a bull in a china shop.

Governor Dewey has spoken about the illustrious predecessor

he had up in Albany. And when he went up there, he found

that a great branch of his party, headed by Mr. Piatt, was hor-

rified at some of the programs for which Teddy Roosevelt stood.

And did he get a ball-bat and pound him over the head? Did

he take the stump and curse this man? He did not. His biog-

raphers say that he set out to win this man, and they said he
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resorted to cajolery. He used every form of polite advance that

there was open to him including, the biographer says, many
breakfasts.

I want to point out that leaders do become different things in

our minds. Often when they have been possessed of certain

dramatic mannerisms, they are quite apt to get lopsided in our

minds. Here was a man who was rounded. He not only was

the great moral leader that Governor Dewey spoke about, pos-

sessed of great moral courage, a great soldier in his regiment. He
was a great leader and a great student and a great writer. His

"Winning of the West" is today a classic. He was a man who
understood his fellow human beings. He understood those things

for which they yearned and which they deserved under the prin-

ciples in which he believed.

And he set out by patient work. Nothing was too mean for

him to do. Nothing was too difficult for him to tackle. There

was no one of whom he was frightened as he started to do them.

And he had the stamina, the courage, the persistence to carry

through.

I remember as a young officer in World War I, I saw in the

paper that he had volunteered his services to command a division

if his Government wanted him. And I remember so well, in the

regiment in which I was then serving in Texas, at least half a dozen

young officers went up to the Adjutant to put down our names to

say could we go to the division commanded by Theodore

Roosevelt.

That, I think, explains what he meant to us as young men-

In these later years, as we look back and study his career, and get

more perspective, it grows only more brilliant with time. I be-

lieve it will continue to do so. I think that along with the dedi-

cation of this house today, if each of us could dedicate himself

to attempt to emulate Theodore Roosevelt in his consideration for

what we so futilely call "the common man"—for want of a better

word—that if we could emulate the devotion of that American

citizen to all citizens, if we could have his courage in carrying
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through, his wisdom in seeing what was right and adhering to

the right, then I am quite certain that not only will Sagamore Hill

and this house stand as a great monument, but each of us in his

own way will build a little monument to America.

And that is what, after all, he did. He built a monument to

America.

My friends, thank you very much.

note: The President spoke at 5:12 Chairman of the Republican Na-
p.m. His opening words "Mr. Chair- tional Committee, who was also the

man" referred to Leonard W. Hall, chairman of the dedication cere-

monies.

1 06 ^ Statementby the Presidenton the Death

of Douglas Southall Freeman. June 1 5, 1 953

I AM profoundly distressed at the news of the sudden passing of

Douglas Southall Freeman.

America has lost one of her most distinguished citizens—a fine

historian and an outstanding American. He was a true and valued

personal friendwhom I shall miss greatly.

Mrs. Eisenhower and I extend our deep sympathy to Mrs.

Freeman and the members of her family.

107 ^ Veto of Bill Concerning the Claim of

J. Don Alexander. June 1 5, 1 953

To the United States Senate:

I return herewith, without my approval, the enrolled bill (S.

484) "Conferring jurisdiction upon the United States District

Court for the District of Colorado to hear, determine, and render

judgment upon the claim of J. Don Alexander against the United

States."

The bill confers jurisdiction on the United States District Court
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for the District of Colorado to hear, determine, and render judg-

ment on the claim of J. Don Alexander, of Colorado Springs,

Colorado, against the United States for recovery of income tax

paid by him for the year 1929, which covered the capital net gain

for the sale of 9,000 shares of stock in the Alexander Industries,

Incorporated, which stock was later held by the United States

Circuit Court of Appeals to be the property of Alexander Indus-

tries, Incorporated, and not of J. Don Alexander (69 F. 2d. 610

(1934) ). Section 2 of the bill provides that such suit may be

instituted within one year after date of enactment of the Act;

that proceedings for the determination of the claim and review

thereof and payment of any judgment thereon, shall be as in other

cases under 28 U.S.C. 1346 (a) ( i ) ; that nothing contained in the

Act shall be construed as an inference of liability on the part of

the United States.

The Congress, in changing this bill from its original form to

that of a jurisdictional bill, apparendy believed that its action

would provide a greater degree of protection to the interests of the

United States. A review of the facts and of the decision of the

Circuit Court of Appeals convinces me that this action of the

Congress has had quite the opposite effect from what was

intended.

The opinion of the Court in the case of Alexander v. Theleman

referred to in the bill discusses in some detail ( i ) the relationship

of Mr. Alexander to the Corporation, in which he owned a con-

siderable portion of stock, and (2) the question of the ownership

of the 9,000 shares, the sale of which Mr. Alexander had assumed,

in paying his income tax in 1930, gave rise to a capital net gain to

him. Although the opinion raises some doubt whether equitable

considerations are presented so as to justify a refund of the prin-

cipal amount of the tax payment of $16,720.41, the bill, in con-

ferring jurisdiction upon the United States District Court for the

District of Colorado, provides for the payment of any judgment

recovered in accordance with the provisions of law applicable to

tax cases of which the court has jurisdiction. Accordingly, the
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bill might permit Mr. Alexander to recover, not only the amount
paid by him, but also interest at the rate of 6% per annum for

the period from 1930 to date of payment. Thus, in effect, Mr.
Alexander might recover over $23,000 in interest alone.

The requirement that the United States pay interest on a refimd
is entirely proper where the Government has retained a taxpayer's

money, notwithstanding the fact that by means of af1:imely refund

claim the officials of the Treasury were put on notice and had an
opportimity to examine the merits of the claim. Such circum-

stances do not exist in this case. No reason appears why the Gov-
ernment should pay in interest a sum far in excess of the original

amount claimed by Mr. Alexander.

If the Congress should decide again to review Mr. Alexander's

original claim and should resolve the equities in this case in favor

of the claimant, I would be willing to give the case further

consideration.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

108 f VetoofBiUfortheReliefofHelmuthWolf

Gruhl. Jun^is, 1953

To the House of Representatives:

I retum herewith, without my approval, H.R. 1334, "For the

relief of Helmuth Wolf Gruhl.'*

The bill would provide for the retroactive payment of a child's

insurance benefit imder the Federal old-age and survivors insur-

ance program of the Social Security Act to Helen Mann Gruhl
for the use and benefit of Helmuth Wolf Gruhl on the wage rec-

ord of Wemer Gruhl for the period December 1942 to February

1947, amounting to $868.53.

The facts in the case are as follows: It appears that in 193

1

Helen Gruhl married Wemer Gruhl. In April 1932 a son, Hel-

muth Wolf Gruhl, was bom of this marriage, and in 1935 Mrs.

Gruhl separated from her husband and took her son from their
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home in Elizabeth, New Jersey, to Chicago, Illinois, and ulti-

mately to Madison, Wisconsin. In Jime 1941 she obtained an
absolute divorce from Wemer Gruhl.

Wemer Gruhl entered into another marriage. He died in No-
vember 1 942, in Middlebury, Vermont. Helen Gruhl, the mother
of Helmuth Wolf Gruhl, stated that she had no knowledge of the

death of her former husband until April 1947, but that she would
have learned of the death and would have filed a claim for the

child's insurance benefits as early as November 1942, if the widow
of Wemer Gruhl had not, in her petition for administration of his

estate, erroneously made the statement that she was his sole heir.

Mrs. Helen Gruhl made application on behalf of her minor son

for child's insurance benefits under title II of the Social Security

Act in June 1947, and such benefits were awarded retroactive to

March 1947 in the amount of $17.03 a month. Such benefits

were paid until the child reached the age of eighteen. Had she

been informed, in 1942, of the death of her husband, and had
timely application been made for the benefits, payment for the 51

months from December 1942 through February 1947 would have
accrued to the benefit of the child, which would have amounted to

$868.53. The Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance held

that the provisions of the Social Security Act then in effect pre-

vented the payment of retroactive benefits for the period covered

by this bill. The action of the Bureau was upheld on appeal by a
Referee and by the Appeals Council of the Federal Security

Agency.

The Social Security Act does provide for the payment of retro-

active benefits for a limited period when the filing of an applica-

tion is delayed after the individual is first eligible for payments.

Under the law in effect before September 1950, which was ap-

plied in this case, this period was three months. (The 1950 So-

cial Security Act Amendments have since increased the period to

six months—effective with regard to months after August 1950.)

The legislative history of the Social Security Act indicates that,

m providing for retroactive benefits for only a limited period, the
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Congress took into account the fact that persons otherwise eligible

for benefits might "not know of their right to benefits or . . .

for some other reason, have delayed filing their applications."

(H. Rept. No. 728, p. 40; S. Rept. No. 734, p. 47, 76th Cong.)

The courts have ruled that the fact that a claimant is unaware of

his rights under the Social Security Act does not extend rights be-

yond the statutory period of grace when no application for bene-

fits has been filed as required by statute.

I appreciate the fact that the limitation on retroactive benefits

in the Social Security Act may seem like an imjust penalty to

those who, as the child and the mother in this case, had no timely

knowledge of the wage earner's death. However, provision

against retroactive benefits in the law—except for a reasonable

period to allow for normal delays—^was not intended as a penalty

or forfeiture, but to carry out the purpose of this insurance pro-

gram. Old-age and survivors insurance benefits are primarily

intended to provide a regular, though small, income to bene-

ficiaries to help meet their current living needs. That purpose

would not be served by lump-sum payments to individuals to

cover previous months for which provision had already been made
in other ways, as the present case illustrates. The child has passed

the age of eighteen at which social insurance benefits for minors

are cut off. Moreover, the facts that the father was not support-

ing the child and that the death of the father was not known to

the mother and child for so long indicate that there was no con-

tinuing relationship between the father and the child and that

the child was not dependent economically upon the father.

Special legislation permitting one individual to receive social

insurance benefits imder conditions identical with those in which

benefits are denied to another is undesirable and contrary to

sound principles of equity and justice. If any modification of a

provision in the Social Security Act is needed, I beheve that the

Congress should make such changes in the basic law so they will

be available to all persons equally. The Congress, on two sep-

arate occasions—^in 1939 and 1950—^has considered the question
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of retroactive benefits and has decided that the period should

be definitely limited.

For these reasons, I feel compelled to return the bill without

my approval.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

109 ^ The President's News Conference of

June 17, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. This moruing, ladies and gentlemen, I have one

or two announcements I think may be of some interest.

The first is about this so-called security order that was issued

a year or more ago—I forget just how long—and about which I

have been questioned here several times. We have been work-

ing on that for a long time, and the Attorney General has given

me an analysis of what we have been doing, and what we have

not. He has given me in his letter certain recommendations;

along with it, we have drawn up a new order.

This order is not yet approved, but it is being put out now
for simultaneous comment, both from the press of this land and

from the Cabinet departments who have not yet had their final

say on it. This is in conformity with the frequently announced

methods I tried to use, that where people are affected by a pro-

posed order of Government, to give them a chance to talk about

it in advance. So in this case, the press and the other media of

publicity will have a chance to give their opinions.

Now, this is what we think our new order does: first—^we know

this—^it withdraws original authority to classify information from

29 of the existing agencies of Government. They will not have

the right to classify anything as secret or in any other fashion

that keeps it away from the public.

It limits the authority to classify in 16 additional departments

exclusively to the head of the department, and nobody under that

authority can do so.
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Then, the information may be classified only if required in

the interests of the defense of the United States.

One of these categories, which has been a great catchall, is

abolished, and that is "restricted." So that no longer has any

effect. The three remaining categories are very explicitly de-

fined so as to prevent indiscriminate use of the power to classify.

By the way, you don't need to copy too much. I should have

said you will get copies of the letter from the Attorney General,

and you will get the copies of the proposed regulations, so you

can do all you please in the way of reading; but I do want to

emphasize what we think we are doing. I am sorry if I caused

you needless work.

Positive provisions are included for reviewing classified mate-

rial for the purpose of removing classifications or downgrading

it when the interests of national defense no longer require the

protection of classification.

Finally, procedures have been revised to make them more

definite and certain, so that employees that are required to handle

classified information will be alert to the dangers of unauthorized

disclosure.

As I say, those documents are out there. Any comments that

are submitted on their contents will be considered. I don't by

any manner of means promise that your detailed ideas are going

to be accepted, but they will certainly be considered, as will those,

of course, of the Cabinet departments.

There is a document coming out at 4 o'clock—^it will go out

through Mr. Hagerty—^in which, I think, you will have some in-

terest. It is on the Coal and Steel Community, our relationships

with it, the Coal and Steel Community of Europe under Jean

Monnet. There will be official documents that will be released

showing what the hoped-for relationships will be.

The final thing, a subject that I want to open up personally

before we go to the questions, is merely the Korean question.

I wrote a letter to Mr. Rhee in which I earnestly tried to ex-

press what is my understanding and, I believe, the American
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understanding of how we got into that war, what we were trying

to achieve, where we are now, and what we are trying to do. In

no case have we weakened, as I see it, by the slightest degree on

what we attempted to accomplish; and we accept no armistice

except within that general framework of objective and purpose.

Consequently, I think the fears so often expressed that there has

been a complete weakening, or even sellout, are completely

groundless. Certainly they are from my imderstanding of why
we went into that war in the first place, and where we are com-

ing out if this armistice is signed.

There is one other point: the possibility of these latest attacks

of the Communists delaying or interfering with the signing of an

armistice. Frankly, ladies and gentlemen, I am not exactly cer-

tain what that effect will be, but I would like to call your attention

to this one thing. Let us assume that the North Koreans and

the Chinese Communists are definitely sincere in their desire

for an armistice. Then, I believe, we cannot escape this impli-

cation of these attacks: their complete indifference to human life

and to the individual, because what would be the purpose of

these attacks if they are definitely sincere in wanting an armistice,

attacks obviously designed for taking a hill here or a little portion

of a position there, and willing to waste the human lives that are

involved in such attacks? Those defensive lines are strong, and
even little portions of them are taken only at terrific cost in

lives.

I think that comprises the things I had personally in mind, and
so we will start the questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, your speech

this last Simday at Dartmouth was interpreted or accepted by a

great many people as being critical of a school of thought repre-

sented by Senator McCarthy; is that right or wrong?

THE PRESIDENT. Now, Mcrrimau, you have been around me
long enough to know I never talk personalities. I think that we
will get along faster in most of these conferences if we remember
that I do not talk personalities; I refuse to do so.
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My speech, I think, should stand by itself, but I will amplify

to this extent: by no means am I talking, when I talk about

books or the right of dissemination of knowledge, am I talking

about any document or any other kind of thing that attempts to

persuade or propagandize America into communism. Indeed,

our courts found 1 1 Communists guilty of practically traitorous

action; they pointed out that these men were dedicated to the

destruction of the United States form of government by force,

and that they took orders from a foreign government. So, mani-

festly, I am not talking about that kind of thing when I talk about

free access to knowledge.

I believe the United States is strong enough to expose to the

world its differing viewpoints—^from those of what we call, al-

most, the man who has Socialist leanings to the man who is so far

to the extreme right that it takes a telescope to find him. But

that is America, and let's don't be afraid to show it to the world.

Because we believe that form of government, those facts, that kind

of thinking, that kind of combination of things, has produced the

greatest system of government that the world has produced. That

is what we believe; that is what I am talking about. And let no

one try to think that I am attempting to propagate Conmiimist

beliefs by using governmental money to do it.

Excluding that kind of thing, I am against "book burning" of

course—^which is, as you well know, an expression to mean sup-

pression of ideas. I just do not believe in suppressing ideas. I

believe in dragging them out in the open and taking a look at

them. That is what I meant, and I do not intend to be talking

personally and in personalities with respect to anyone.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, are you taking any steps to change the directives that have

gone to our foreign missions on our libraries abroad?

THE PREsroENT. Other than to ask Secretary Dulles to come

in and talk to me about it, I have done nothing.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Because we have not been able to find the

texts of the directives or to find out what they meant, and I could
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well understand why the foreign missions heads could not under-

stand it.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't mean to say that I have dropped

this; I just mean to say I don't know any more about that possibly

than you do.

Q. D. Harold Oliver, Associated Press: Mr. President, George

Meany 2 weeks ago complained of the delay in getting revision

of the Taft-Hartley Act this session, and asked, among other

things, "Is President Eisenhower going to keep his pledge to la-

bor?'' He complained, among other things, that the President

was not following up his pledge to get revision by specific pro-

posals at this session.

THE PRESIDENT. Again, I am not answering Mr. Meany nor

am I discussing it, but I promised several things: one, that I

would, above all things, try to be a friend of every portion of our

population. That definitely and specifically included labor.

Now, that is a personal attitude, and I think I am keeping that

pledge.

Next, I promised that there would be a revision of the law, if

I could bring it about, that would eliminate that one provision

that can be used for union busting—^you know, it is the kind that

prevented men on strike from votinig as to their representatives.

I promised that, and certainly we are going to do our best to bring

it about.

There was another thing, the Communist oath. I said that I

didn't believe that labor leaders should be required to sign any

such thing because I found no evidence that they required manu-

facturers to sign it; and I still believe in it.

Now, so far as progress in this field is concerned, I don't know

why everybody gets so worried that we have not made great vis-

ible progress to lay out in the field in 5 months, when people have

been trying for a good many years now to do something about it.

I personally believe we are making progress. Certainly we are

not going to stop until we have got an agreed position of the ad-

ministration which will contain, at least, these minimum things

428



Dwight D. Eisenhower, ig53 ^ 109

and, unquestionably, certain other recommendations, and lay

them out as our position on this labor thing. I cannot promise the

exact time that is going to take place, but it is going ahead.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

in your opening remarks about the Communist offensive, is it

correct to interpret what you said as feeling that the Commimists

are not sincere because of these attacks that have been going on?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I dou't think it is; I don't think it is, Mr.

Arrowsmith. I don't pretend to any secret way of interpreting

their intentions that is infallibly correct. I believe they see in it

some value that I don't.

I merely point out that, assuming them to be sincere, we do have

some evidence again of how little they value the individual citizen

as compared to the state.

Q. Martin Agronsky, American Broadcasting Company: Fol-

lowing up Mr. Brandt's question. Senator Hennings of Missouri

remarked that if you were against "book burning," since the State

Department came under the executive branch of the Government,

you could demonstrate your distaste for "book burning" by re-

scinding the State Department order which permits books to be

removed from our foreign libraries because of their authorship.

Could you address yourself to that comment of Senator Hennings?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I am not going to try to answer Senator

Hennings because, again, I don't know the background from

which he is talking, and I don't know the details of the order of

which he is speaking.

I would say this: if the State Department is burning a book

which is an open appeal to everybody in those foreign countries

to be a Communist, then I would say that falls outside of the

limits in which I was speaking; and they can do as they please to

get rid of them, because I see no reason for the Federal Govern-

ment of the United States to be supporting something that advo-

cates its own destruction. That seems to me to be about the

acme of silliness.

I do say, within the limits of decency and within the limits of

—
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inside—^something that our courts could possibly call treasonous

or traitorous, then let's don't be afraid of the kind of thinking

that goes on in the United States, the kind of writing, the kind

of argument. Let's put it out. Because if we go too far

—

suppose we go a little further and we try to establish more flexible

limits for getting rid of these books

—

we are not advertising Amer-
ica, because we don't take those things out of American libraries.

So I don't think we are honest then in advertising America

abroad.

Now, I have not seen that order. As I said before, I have

asked them to bring it in and discuss it with me, because I have

not seen it. In fact, I didn't know they had issued one in the

form that you now apparently intimate that it has. I didn't know
there was a definite prescription, that we had a list of books.

Q. Mr. Agronsky: There is such a list, sir, only you cannot

get hold of it. I know a number of us have tried.

THE PREsroENT. Well, I will take a look.

Q. Douglas B. Cornell, Associated Press: Regarding your new
information order, the proposed one, do you believe that the effect

of that will be to promote a freer flow of information from the

Government to the people?

THE PRESIDENT. That is Certainly its purpose.

Q. Mr. Cornell: May I ask another question along that line?

Has the Truman order, as such, been canceled at this point?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it wiU as quickly as this one is approved

and ready for issue.

Q. Mr. Cornell: It will stay in effect, then, until this new one

is effective?

THE PRESIDENT. I should Say SO, ycs.

Q. Roland Sawyer, Christian Science Monitor: Would it be

ypur policy, sir, to advise the American people when the Russians

explode more atomic bombs?

THE PRESIDENT. Would it bemy policy to do so?

Q. Mr. Sawyer: Yes; when you have solid evidence of that

fact.
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THE PRESIDENT. You askcd Hie a question I would not want

to answer right off, just shooting from the hip, because I don't

know. I will say this : in the past 5 months no such solid evidence

has been brought to me. I will give you that negative answer.

The other one, I will have to decide when it comes up; I had

not thought of that.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Sir, this

is just one more clarifying question on the book issue. Is it your

thought, sir, that, leaving out Communist books entirely, if a

controversial book can be on our bookshelves in this country, is

it all right that it can be on the bookshelf of one of our libraries

abroad?

THE PRESIDENT. I should think so, speaking generally.

Q. Mr. Donovan: Leaving out Communist?

THE PRESIDENT. After all, I have never known any generaliza-

tion that did not need some modification when itcame to applying

it to a specific case.

Generally speaking, my idea is that censorship and hiding

solves nothing; that is exactly what I believe. But I do say I

don't have to be a party to encouraging my own self-destruction.

That is the limit; and the other limit I draw is decency. We
have certain books we bar from the mails and all that sort of

thing; I think that is perfectly proper, and I would do it now.

I don't believe that standards of essential human dignity ought

to be violated in these things, and human decency; also, as I say,

this Communist propaganda.

Now, on the other hand, let me point out something to you

gentlemen. After we got in World War II, and so many of us

were astonished at what was taking place, do you remember the

self-criticism in which we indulged—^in newspapers, in broad-

casts, and everything else—^because we had failed to read Mein

Kampf seriously? We said, "There they laid it out, and we didn't

read it."

Why shouldn't we, today, know what is going on? How many
of you have read Stalin's Problems of Leninism? How many of
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you have really studied Karl Marx and looked at the evolution

of the Marxian theory down to the present application?

Now, gentlemen, what I am talking about is let's educate our-

selves if we are going to run a free government, and let's don't

be afraid of its weaknesses as well as its strength. From our view-

point, its strength so far outweighs its weaknesses that we can

afford to be generous in this thing.

I think I am as implacable a foe of the communistic theory as

there is in this world; but I am certain in my own mind that the

methods of just trying to pretend conmiunism does not exist, or

trying to pretend that it does not have a great appeal for people

in certain areas and under certain conditions, is silly. We must

combat it with something more constructive.

Q. Arthur T. Hadley, Newsweek: Mr. President, during the

past few weeks, there have been certain subtle indications around

town that your administration has reached a climax in thermo-

nuclear weapons. Within the very proper limits of national se-

curity, could you indicate what the position of your administra-

tion is in this field and any advances that may have been made?
THE PREsroENT. You havc raised a subject that, with due re-

spect, I must say I will not talk about. This is a very serious and

sensitive field, and I just feel that at this moment, at least, I

can't talk about it.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Mr. President, the

Secretary of State said the other day that this Government was
considering, assuming a truce in Korea, allowing the subsequent

political conference to cover not only Korean problems, but Far

East problems in general. Could you spell that out and tell us

if, sir, that means that there might be an effort to get a general

Far East settlement before, say, a Big Four meeting on world

problems?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't talk about it very definitively, for this

reason: he was absolutely correct when he said "we are consid-

ering." He was obviously taking you into his confidence, to show

that these things are very weighty questions. As I said—I think
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it was probably in the talk I made to Congress early in this ad-

ministration or it may have been in the April i6th talk—there is

no such thing, as we see it, of a real Korean armistice that merely

frees Chinese forces to do something else equally inimical to our

interests. So you can't separate these things entirely. But how
they will be expressed and where they will be handled is still a

moot question, inmy own mind.

Q. John Herling, Register and Tribune Syndicate: In your

trip out West, you referred in one of your speeches, I believe, to

your intention to turn back creeping socialism of the past 20 years.

That has caused some confusion in some minds, and I wonder
whether you could give us some concrete examples of that creeping

socialism.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU givc you specific examples. Not
long ago I had this appeal made to me in behalf of the expansion

of Federal expenditures in the TVA region, and it was this : that

since the Federal Government had seized and was practicing a

monopoly in power down there, it was impossible for that locality

now to expand unless the Federal Government spends more
money down there. They quoted as one of their needs for more
power that a number of industries from other sections of the coun-

try—^New England and other places—^want to come down there

seeking cheap power. So we get to this curious thing in the

socialistic theory: that we, all of us, provide such cheap power
for one region—apparently it is subsidized by taxes from all of us

all over the country—but then it can appeal and take away the

industries from the other sections of the country. It seems to me
that we have got to have some kind of reevaluation of all these

things.

Now, please understand me. I have stated a thousand times, I

am not out to destroy TVA. It is one experiment. I have also

said that in other areas, when we repeat that thing, I want the

local people to have a greater interest and a greater voice in it.

Now, that is what I say—getting on a middle-of-the-road trend

and not merely go to the socialistic idea that the central govern-
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ment is the controlling factor in every one of these great economic

things.

Q. Mr. Herling: Would that affect your intention to do any-

thing about diminishing the impact of social security legislation?

THE PREsroENT. We havc promised, as a matter of fact, in so-

cial security, to expand its benefits in certain directions. There

again, you go to the middle of the road for this reason. A strict

application, let us say, of economic theory, at least as taught by

Adam Smith, would be, "Let these people take care of them-

selves; during their active life they are supposed to save enough

to take care of themselves."

In this modem industry, dependent as we are upon mass pro-

duction, and so on, we create conditions where that is no longer

possible for anybody. So the active part of the population has to

take care of all the population, and if they haven't been able dur-

ing the course of their active life to save up enough money, we
have these systems.

There are many ways of implementing this idea. So far as you

can, I am always delighted to see local and State people par-

ticipating so that again the whole power does not get into the

Federal Government.

What I am trying to say is that we find a middle-of-the-road

basis here, and that is what I call stopping. I don't mean to say

turn back the clock ; and I hope you understand it.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Pres-

ident, some Republican Members of Congress have stated that

they think that unless taxes are reduced at this session on both in-

dividual incomes and corporations, it will be a violation of the

Republican campaign commitments and the Republican plat-

form. Would you express your view on that?

THE PREsroENT. I think I have several times, Mr. Drummond,

but I will try again. Everybody, of course, is convinced that taxes

are too high to stay where they are, particularly over a long-term

period, and still have that great incentive that we think is inherent
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in the opportunity of a man to earn and save for liimself and his

family, I agree, and everybody else has agreed.

Now, I personally know of not a single man during the last cam-
paign that promised immediate tax reduction. Certainly I

didn't. I did say, "Here is an objective, and here is the way weVe
got to do it."

I think I could bring out talks where I said you are not going

to have any real tax reduction until we find a system in the world,

some kind of peace and security arrangement in which we have

confidence, where there is going to be great and deep tax

reduction.

I think that through an easing off of the situation and better

administration, we can accomplish some. As a matter of fact—^as

expressed, I think, by the Secretary of the Treasury several

times

—

we are now counting on definite tax reductions next Jan-

uary I St. But we are certainly doing our best to get our house in

order.

Here is what I believe to be a sound argument. If we don't

close the gap in our deficits, in the long run there is no tax reduc-

tion; because the constant cheapening of your money, as a result

of that, finally brings you to the point that your prices go up and
everything goes up on you faster than you can catch it. Inflation

has a way of galloping away from you. Consequently, imless we
close the gap in our budget, I don't believe that tax reduction in

the long term is possible.

Now, that is what I believe. However, don't let anyone quote

me as saying I don't believe in tax reduction. I am talking about

timing.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, I

would like to ask two questions, if I may, one on the books, and
one on the security order.

Now, in mentioning a couple of particular books, Marx and
Stalin, I believe you are getting back to the old maxim about,

"Know your enemy." Certainly, we had that plastered on the

walls of G-2 in the war.
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THE PRESIDENT, YcS,

Q. Mr. Leviero : But these books are being kept under lock and

key in a lot of American libraries. I wondered if you thought that

was proper. These are basic documents about the enemy.

Should students and others have free access to these books? I

wonder what your opinion is on that.

THE PREsroENT. With your permission, I will quote myself.

On October 12, 1948, 1 made an inaugural address as President

of Columbia, and I insisted that communism, the facts of com-

mimism, were going to be taught at Columbia. I insisted like-

wise that if there were any teacher there who was persuaded of

communism and who was trying to induce students to follow

communism, I wouldn't stay there if we couldn't get rid of that

person. I think the distinction is not difficult.

The facts of communism are one thing. Lay it out in front

of us. Do you cure cancer by pretending it does not exist? To
my mind, this thing has got to be understood. What is its appeal

for man? It does no good for me just to get up and shout, "I

am against communism." What is it? To some people that

actually believe in it, it is practically a religion—although it calls

religion in our sense an opiate of the masses, an opiate of the

people.

So, these things that expose to us right from the original source

what is communism, I don't believe we should hide them. We
should attempt to show our students the way in which they should

approach them. We shouldn't give that text to a Communist
teacher and say, "Now, take your students off, and try to lead

them astray," any more than you would give them, let us say, Al

Capone's book on how to be a crook. I think this is just as bad.

But there is a very great distinction in teaching facts and

exhorting, teaching doctrine.

Q. Mr. Leviero : Pardon me, I did reserve another question.

THE PREsroENT. I wiU havc to consult your governing board.

But go on.

Q. Mr. Leviero: About the security order, I know that it has
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been put to us for discussion. But for some understanding in

advance, I believe you said there were 29 departments

THE PRESIDENT. AgCUCicS.

Q. Mr. Leviero: agencies, which would no longer have

the authority. Suppose one of them did get involved in a na-

tional defense project. I wonder where they would get their

guidance for classification.

THE PREsroENT. They would immediately appeal to the Se-

curity Council. They would say, "We have a subject here that

we just think, if we let it go, it would be bad."

But they have no right in themselves to classify things. And,

of course, one of the great kicks you people have made is that

anyone right down the line, right down to, you said, pretty low

down, could classify something and stamp it secret, and then you

were helpless.

Q. Mr. Leviero: By delegating authority?

THE PRESroENT. YcS.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Mr. Presi-

dent, I am still not clear in my mind on one point. Would you

remove books by Marx and Lenin from our State Department

libraries overseas?

THE PRESIDENT. Now, listcn,' I would bc the last to pretend

that I have read all of their books. I would say this : in our librar-

ies overseas, it would seem to me that they have plenty of access

to the documents that are definitely communistic. But the ques-

tion that I was answering was in our own libraries, here, that they

brought up.

Overseas, I see no reason for bringing these things up unless

it were some area where we believed that we had a particular

group where we had to show them exactly what communism was

out of the mouths of the Communist leaders themselves.

I've said, "Don't let me be the apostle of the doctrine that all

generalizations are always true"; on the contrary, I hold with

the old Frenchman that said, "All generalizations are false, in-

cluding this one."
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Now, I believe that. I believe that men have got to be wise

enough and strong enough to take a look at the problem they

have in deciding it. And I just don't believe in making these

sweeping "always and invariably true/'

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Mr, President,

on that story, to carry it a bit further, sir, you feel, then, I take it,

that people in foreign coimtries know enough about communism

without being briefed further on it; is that, generally speaking,

true?

THE PRESIDENT. Generally, I think that is true. I think the

uprisings in Berlin this morning ought to be a good lesson for most

of us.

Q. Charles S. von Fremd, CBS Television : Mr. President, prior

to the coronation, there appeared to be a slight rift between

the British and the United States. Do you think that the corona-

tion with its apparent good effect since then has brought that rift

closer together? Do you think oiu- two countries are now more

friendly?

THE PRESIDENT. It is uufortunatcly true in this world that

often the best of friends seem to have the greatest right to criticize

each other in public. I don't know why this is, but it seems to be

true.

I honestly believe that basically the American people respect

and admire the British record, and therefore the British people.

Of course, we do have exceptions; I am not trying to say that we
all agree, but I think basically we do. I am sure that is basically

true also in Britain.

Now, when something comes along about the coronation and

we are reminded of some of the history of the past, the type of

law that we inherited from those people, when we think of our

heritage from them of the Magna Carta and other great docu-

ments and traditions, I think it is a good thing, and I think it was

a good thing to show it to as many people of America as possible.

So far as I can see, only good resulted from it. From the re-

ports I have had from people coming back, they were greatly
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impressed.* The British, of course, are masters of this solemnity

and ceremony. I have gone through some of them and prac-

tically shuddered, almost, at the requirements of the thing. But

I think it was, in all, a good thing.

However, I disagree with the contention that ^ve are constantly

at each other's throats down deep.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Portland (Maine) Press Herald: Mr.

President, the Agriculture Department is considering selling off

our surplus butter at 10 cents a pound. Republicans advocated

free enterprise in their platform. Do you think the continued

accumulation of unsalable surpluses is free enterprise?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mrs. Craig, you have opened up a

whole philosophy thatwe could talk about for hours.

I don't know that they are contemplating selling butter at 10

cents, but I do know this: the price of butter has gotten to the

point that it is sort of pricing itself out of the market.

Now, if we look at the total surpluses we have, just in money
value, you say, "Well, now, if by that kind of purchases we have

provided a reasonably stable economy, then we haven't invested

too much, because we still have these things we can use."

For example, I hope and I believe that the Congress will ap-

prove a million-ton grant to Pakistan. If we didn't have that in a

surplus somewhere, it wouldn't be possible, would it?

I don't think that we should get too excited about these sur-

pluses, until we approach that place of unusability, deterioration,

and spoilage. Then it gets serious, because I believe now that

we have a moral value involved. I just don't think it is right

for the sweat and toil and resources of the United States to be

thrown out in the middle of the ocean when someone else is

starving.

* The White House announced on March 6 that the President had designated the

following as his representatives at the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II: George Cat-

lett Marshall as the President's Special Representative; Governor Earl Warren of

California and Mrs. Gardner Cowles as Assistant Representatives; and General Omar
N. Bradley, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, to represent the three United States

Services.
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Now, you say "all right, if it is not socialistic, it is based on a

purely humanitarian thing"—and I believe George Kennan ar-

gues that humanitarian and moralistic values have no place in

foreign relations. But after all, we do believe that we are a

product and a representative of the Judaic-Christian civilization,

and it does teach some concern for your brother. And I believe

in that.

So I am not too concerned about these surpluses yet. If the

thing keeps building up on us, then we've got a problem we've

got to meet, and it is going to be tough. I haven't got the answers

yet. But I do say, if we would make a complete practice of buying

up butter at 6734 cents and selling it at 10 cents, we would finally

be in an awful mess, and I couldn't go with that.

There will be one more question. I am sorry. [To Merriman

Smith] You haven't done your duty. [Laughter]

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Is there any-

thing that you would care to say about that uprising in East

Germany?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't say much about it, except this: in the

face of the propaganda of the happiness and the concern for peo-

ple's governments that we have heard has been the general feel-

ing just behind the Iron Curtain, this is a significant thing. I

know nothing more about it. Frankly, my dispatches are a little

behind the papers this morning, and that is all I know about it.

Merriman Smith, United Press : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's elev- to 11:08 o'clock on Wednesday

enth news conference was held in the morning, June 17, 1953.

Executive Office Building from 10:30
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1 1 o ^ Statementby the President on a Proposed

Executive Order Entitled "Safeguarding Official

Information in the Interest of the Defense of the

United States." June ly, 1953

I HAVE TODAY arranged to distribute to all interested agencies

a proposed Executive Order entitled "Safeguarding Official Infor-

mation in the Interest of the Defense of the United States". This

order revokes Executive Order No. 10290 of September 24, 1951,

and provides more effective controls on classification and pro-

tection of that official information which must be safeguarded for

national defense purposes. At the same time this order through

its severe limitation on the authority to classify, through its eUm-

ination of one of the categories of classified material, and through

its provisions for continuing review of classified information for

downgrading and declassification, will open the door for citizens

to obtain more information about their government.

I request that the authority of original classification of defense

information or material in certain agencies be eliminated, and in

other agencies be limited to the Head of the agency, without fur-

ther delegation of said authority. The term "original classifica-

tion" refers only to information or material originating in the

department or agency which first classifies it. It does not include

the classification of documents which must be classified merely

because they incorporate information which has been received

from another agency and which has already been classified by

the agency having primary responsibility therefor.

Under the proposed order the following departments and agen-

cies of the Executive Branch and their constituent agencies, shall

be subject to the limitations contained in Section 2 of this order

commencing with the effective date thereof, as follows:

A. Original Classification Authority Eliminated: American

Battle Monuments Commission, Arlington Memorial Amphi-
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theater Commission, Commission of Fine Arts, Committee on

Purchases of Bhnd-Made Products, Committee For Reciprocity

Information, Commodity Exchange Commission, Economic

Stabilization Agency, Export-Import Bank of Washington, Fed-

eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal Mediation and
Conciliation Service, Federal Reserve System, Federal Trade

Commission, Housing and Home Finance Agency, Indian Claims

Commission, Interstate Commerce Commission, Missouri Basin

Survey Commission, National Capital Housing Authority, Na-
tional Capital Park and Planning Commission, National Forest

Reservation Commission, National Labor Relations Board, Na-
tional Mediation Board, Railroad Retirement Board, Securities

and Exchange Commission, Selective Service System, Smith-

sonian Institution, United States Tariff Conmiission, Veterans

Administration, Veterans Education Appeals Board, War Claims

Commission.

B. Original Classification Authority Limited to Head of

Agency: Civil Aeronautics Board, Defense Transport Adminis-

tration, Department of Agriculture, Department of Health, Edu-

cation and Welfare, Department of Interior, Department of

Labor, Federal Communications Conmiission, Federal Power
Commission, National Science Foundation, National Security

Training Commission, Panama Canal Company, Post Office De-
partment, Reconstruction Finance Corporation, Renegotiation

Board, Subversive Activities Control Board, Tennessee Valley

Authority.

Heads of departments and agencies not named herein shall

limit the classification authority in accordance with Subsection

2(c) of this order.

If, because of operational responsibilities, the Head of any
agency listed herein determines that these limitations will en-

danger the national defense, he shall submit a written request to

the President for an exception including a full justification for

such a request based on national defense considerations.

I have asked the heads of all agencies and departments to re-

442



Dwight D. Eisenhower^ igss ^ 1 1

1

view the proposed order and submit any comments to the Attor-

ney General.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: a letter from the Attorney the proposed order. In its final form

General, dated June 15, 1953, con- the order was approved by the Presi-

ceming the need for a revised order, dent on November 5, 1953 (E.O.

was released with the President's 10501, 3 CFR, 1949-1953 Comp., p.

statement, together with a draft of 979).

Ill ^ Letter to Chairmen of Senate Foreign

Relations and House Foreign Affairs Committees

Conceming the European Coaland Steel

Community. June 17, 1953

[ Released June 17, 1953. Dated June 15, 1953 ]

My dear :

While in Europe, I watched with keen interest the efforts to

work out the first steps toward European federation. My experi-

ence there convinced me that the uniting of Europe is a necessity

for the peace and prosperity of Europeans and of the world.

The recent visit to Washington by the members of the High

Authority of the European Goal and Steel Community has given

me the opportunity to review with them the work and plans of the

Community. This Community seems to me to be the most hope-

ful and constructive development so far toward the economic and

political integration of Europe. As such, this European initiative

meets the often expressed hopes of the Congress of the United

States.

M. Monnet, President of the High Authority, has described

the general program of the Community for the development of

its coal and steel resources which will require extensive investment

for increasing production and improving productivity. The new
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Community does not wish to obtain grants for these purposes, but

requires loan capital. The proceeds from the taxes now being

levied and collected by the Community would appear to provide

security for substantial borrowing.

In due time tlje Community will probably seek loans for these

purposes from United States and European sources public and

private. It appears to me that a portion of the financing of this

development program by the United States Government or one

of its agencies, out of moneys available for such purposes and

under conditions insuring proper use and ultimate repayment,

would foster European integration in a tangible and useful way.

Today the Common Assembly of the Community convenes to

receive the first Annual Report from the High Authority regard-

ing the activities of the Community. Your Committee might

consider this an appropriate occasion to express its approval of

the progress to date and its keen interest in the success of this

and future steps toward European integration.

Sincerely yours,

Dw^GHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : This is the text of identical let-

ters sent to the Honorable Alexander

Wiley, Chairman of the Senate For-

eign Relations Committee, and to the

Honorable Robert B. Chiperfield,

Chairman of the House Foreign Af-

fairs Committee. Their replies,

dated June i6, were released with

the President's letter and are pub-

lished in the Department of State

Bulletin (vol. 28, p. 928).

On June 3 the White House an-

nounced that at the President's in-

vitation, Jean Monnet, President of

the High Authority of the European
Coal and Steel Community, Franz

Etzel, Vice President, and Dirk

Spierenburg, one of its members,

were maiing an official visit to the

United States; and that on that date

the President, Secretary of State

Dulles, William Rand, Deputy Di-

rector for Mutual Security, and

David K. E. Bruce, U.S. Represen-

tative to the European Coal and Steel

Conmiunity, met with these mem-
bers of the Community.
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112 ^ Statement by the President on the

Prevention of Forest Fires. June 18, 1953

OUR NATURAL RESOURCES are an integral part of this

Nation^s strength and security. Today, more than ever before,

we need to protect, rebuild and maintain our renewable resources

to insure a plentiful supply of their products for the welfare of

all people. The protection and wise use of our forest, range and

watershed lands are a part of the Nation's responsibility to its

citizens.

I am greatly concerned over the continuing heavy loss of our

natural resources by forest fires, and over the fact that nine out

of every ten of these fires are caused by human carelessness or

thoughtlessness. It is squarely up to every American to realize

that he has a definite personal responsibility in the protection of

these resources.

This is the time of the year when most people, including myself,

are making hopeful plans to visit our forests and mountains to

enjoy the many forms of healthful outdoor recreation which

they afford and which we all need for spiritual and physical well-

being. If every man, woman and child will join in the nation-

wide drive to prevent forest fires—^if each one of us will use extra

care this year

—

wc can surely cut down on the unnecessary

destruction of vital resources by wildfire.

113 ^ Statement by the President Regardinga

Grant of AdditionalAid toWest Berlin.

June 18, 1953

IT GIVES ME particular satisfaction at this time to announce

that, following discussions with the authorities of West Berlin and

the Federal Republic of Germany, the United States is grant-
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ing an additional $50 million aid for West Berlin. This grant of

Mutual Security Program funds will be used further to strengthen

West Berlin's economy and enable the people to withstand the

great pressures to which they are constantly exposed.

About one-third of this sum will be used in the city's industrial

investment program. This aid will help provide jobs for Berlin's

unemployed and will assist the city in paying its own way.

The balance will contribute to the fulfillment of the "stockpil-

ing" program bolstering the West Berliners' security by providing

stores of food, fuel, raw materials and other essentials.

No material contribution such as this, however, can adequately

express the admiration of the American people for the courage-

ous stand of the people of Berlin in the face of existing hazards

and economic difficulties.

114 ^ Statement by the President DecliningTo
Intervene on Behalf of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg.

June 19, 1953

SINGE ITS original review of the proceedings in the Rosenberg

case by the Supreme Court of the United States, the Courts have

considered numerous further proceedings challenging the Rosen-

bergs' conviction and the sentence imposed. Within the last two

days, the Supreme Court, convened in a special session, has again

reviewed a further point which one of the Justices felt the Rosen-

bergs should have an opportunity to present. This morning the

Supreme Court ruled that there was no substance to this point.^

I am convinced that the only conclusion to be drawn from the

history of this case is that the Rosenbergs have received the bene-

fit of every safeguard which American justice can provide. There

is no question in my mind that their original trial and the long

series of appeals constitute the fullest measure of justice and due

*346U.S. 273, 322,324.
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process of law. Throughout the innumerable complications and
technicalities of this case, no judge has ever expressed any doubt

that they conmiitted most serious acts of espionage.

Accordingly, only most extraordinary circumstances would

warrant executive intervention in the case.

I am not immindful of the fact that this case has aroused grave

concem both here and abroad in the minds of serious people, aside

from the considerations of law. In this connection, I can only

say that, by immeasurably increasing the chances of atomic war
the Rosenbergs may have condenmed to death tens of millions of

innocent people all over the world. The execution of two human
beings is a grave matter. But even graver is the thought of the

millions of dead whose deaths may be directly attributable to what

these spies have done.

When democracy's enemies have been judged guilty of a crime

as horrible as that of which the Rosenbergs were convicted;

—

when the legal processes of democracy have been marshalled to

their maximum strength to protect the lives of convicted spies;

—

when in their most solemn judgment the tribunals of the United

States have adjudged them guilty and the sentence just, I will not

intervene in this matter.

115 ^ Memorandum on the Community Chest

and United Fund Campaigns. June 22, 1 953

To the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies:

Commimity Chests and United Funds all over the country will

conduct their annual campaigns this fall under the designation,

"United Community Campaigns." In addition to some 18,500

health, welfare and recreation organizations, these appeals will

provide financial support for the United Defense Fund whose job

it is to furnish USO services to the armed forces, help to com-

munities disrupted by defense activities and relief to Korea. The
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goals of these campaigns will aggregate over $280,000,000. By

virtue of their size and the range of their services, these campaigns

are clearly of great importance.

I have assured the leaders of United Community Campaigns of

the cooperation of the Federal government in their endeavors. To
that end I am confident that you will extend the full cooperation

of your department in each community throughout the United

States and its territories and possessions where it conducts its

operations. Such cooperation would logically include the as-

sumption of equitable unit goals, the effective solicitation of all

employees and the setting up of an adequate collection method for

the convenience of those who wish to make contributions on an

installment basis.

It is my hope that all employees will give generously keeping

in mind the fact that their gifts will be used to support a number

of different organizations for a full year.

DvsaoHT D. Eisenhower

116 ^ Statement by the President Upon Signing

Bill Providing for the Treatment of Narcotics Users

in the District of Columbia. June 24, 1 953

I HAVE TODAY signed H.R. 3307, "To provide for the treat-

ment of users of narcotics in the District of Columbia."

This measure makes available for the first time a civil pro-

cedure under which the United States District Court for the

District of Columbia may order compulsory commitment of

narcotic drug users to approved hospitals for treatment and

rehabilitation. I believe that the enactment of this legislation

is a forward step in meeting the problem of drug addiction.

The law does not take effect for a period of six months. In that

time I am confident that the Board of Commissioners of the

District of Columbia will be able to develop a program under
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which adequate care for narcotics patients can be provided in

hospitals under the jurisdiction of the District Government.

I am concerned, however, that in the course of consideration

of this measure attention was given to other bills now pending

in the Congress which would authorize the care and treatment

at facilities of the United States Public Health Service of narcotics

addicts committed by state courts and the United States District

Court for the District of Columbia.

I wish to make it clear that inauguration of the program
authorized by H.R. 3307 is not and cannot be contingent upon
additional legislation authorizing the use of the United States

Public Health Service hospitals. The existing capacity of appro-

priately equipped hospitals is not great enough to enable the

United States to assume responsibility for a large volume of

commitments from the District and from state courts.

The implications of the legislation which would authorize such

commitments, aside from limitations of Federal hospital capacity,

need to be thoroughly studied from the state as well as from the

Federal point of view. I therefore express the hope that the

Congress will defer action on the pending proposals until such

a study can be conducted by the commission on Federal-State

relationships which will soon be established under legislation now
in the final stages of Congressional consideration.

note: As enacted, H.R. 3307 is Public Law 76, 83d Congress (67 Stat. 77).

117 ^ Remarks at the American Red Gross

Convention. June 24, 1953

Mr. Harriman, and members and friends of the Red Cross:

Late this evening, I was shown a copy of a program for this

evening's meeting, and on it I found—I suppose you did, if you

saw this same document—"Greetings from the President of the

United States."
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Now, I talked to some of my associates on the way over, and
I said : "What do you say when you have the subject of greetings?

Now they know I am glad to see them or I wouldn't be there."

Well, one of them mentioned you might say it rather loudly.

But, still pursuing this question, I asked your president, who
gave me rather a roguish look and said, "You are on your own."

Now, ladies and gentlemen, with that kind of a liberal, unre-

stricted directive, as I get up here, I am about as interested as

you are in findingwhere I am coming out.

I noticed one thing on the part of your president. As he opened

the proceedings this evening, he mentioned that the Red Cross

and its officials rarely mention names. I agree with him that

it is wise to avoid personalities. It is rather unprofitable busi-

ness. But he immediately proceeded to break his own rule and
introduce to us certain distinguished people we were all very

happy to meet. So I think I may be pardoned for breaking

my rule.

My first observation would be to assure Mr. Melton that if

this audience could have any influence with the board of the Met-
ropolitan, we are sure he would get his raise. And speaking for

myself, at least, I should like to thank his 7-year-old daughter for

her suggestions as to songs.

And a word about Mr. Harriman, who came to my office shortly

after I moved into my new address over here on Pennsylvania

Avenue. He told me his term was up, and he indicated with a

smile on his face, he was going somewhere. I said, "If it is that

easy to quit, Roland, let's both go fishing." He got the point and
said, "I will go right back to work." And as long as I am there,

as far as I am concerned, he will be here.

But, my friends, I had a very real reason for coming over here

that has nothing to do with just saying I am glad to see you,

which I most emphatically am. In a way, it is a continuation of a

record of frustration that I have.

For 1 1 long years, at least, I have been trying to make the

American Red Cross understand how deeply grateful I am for
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their work that I have seen, that I have experienced, and indeed

the kind of work for which I have felt personally responsible.

Because any commander in the field is responsible for the morale

of his men. That is his business. He lives with it. No morale

factor in wars that America has had to wage is more important

than the American Red Cross.

For that, and many other things, I have been trying to say

thank you. And I have said it. But I have the frustrating feel-

ing that I have never really been able to convey the depth of the

sentiments in my heart on this particular subject.

And so I have usually resorted to attempting to tell something

of what I saw, some little feeble description of what I experienced.

It struck me, almost 1 1 years ago today, I think. I went to my
first Red Cross meeting in London, in 1942. We dedicated a

club. And the thing that struck me that day was this : everybody

in the Red Cross had discovered one great truth of life and is

practicing it: there is no satisfaction in life except as it is experi-

enced through people. People constitute the one great important

factor in all human existence, and it is our relationships to those

people that make satisfactions for ourselves.

Consider a picture. Any picture would pall on any one of

us finally, no matter what its artistry, no matter how much we
appreciated it, unless we could at the very least have the satisfac-

tion of describing it to someone in whom we were interested,

or bring them with us to view it, and to share the joy of that pic-

ture. Or of a poem. Indeed, of your favorite restaurant. Any-

thing in this life would pall if an individual had to experience

it all alone.

And so, by membership in the Red Cross, caring for the needs,

the spiritual and intellectual and material needs of others, you

not only express by that act the greatest truth of all life, but I

venture to say that you are making a very great investment your-

selves that will yield you, some day, the greatest of dividends

—

if you have not already experienced it.

Each of us must, one day, withdraw a little more from the
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activities, particularly the physical activities of life, than he

undergoes as he passes through his most vigorous years. And
when he does, the self-satisfaction that comes from service per-

formed, I am quite certain, will be the nearest to Heaven we will

ever get on this earth: to feel that you have served others—^which

you are doing.

I do not mean to attempt to be a philosopher here, ladies and

gentlemen. That is far beyond me. I am merely trying to say

that you have been doing something that to me is so worth while,

not only for this reason.

When I saw you, or the people you sent, in England, in Algiers,

in Timis, in Sicily, in Italy, on the beaches, all the way to the

center of Germany, caring for and cheering up the wounded, and

establishing what they always called "homes away from home,"

when every other individual except themselves was important

and they were selfless and unimportant in their own estimation,

my admiration went out to them.

So what I am trying to say is: that example has meant much
to me, and I am moved to say congratulations to every single

individual that belongs to such a body.

Now, as we come down through the years, of course, fortu-

nately not all our experiences are war. But we have other

disasters. Every time we have one, the Red Cross has a record

of moving in and expressing this same spirit, this same under-

standing of the importance of humans—of people.

So I was lucky, this evening, as I started over here. I got

two telegrams. With your permission, I shall read them, because

they help to express what I am trying so inadequately to say.

The first one is from the Mayor of Worcester, Massachusetts,

and it is addressed to me, and it says

:

"The true American spirit of people helping people through

the Red Cross, is being demonstrated here in the Worcester

tomado area. As you address the Red Cross Convention tonight,

please express to the delegates our sincere thanks for their timely

aid, not only during our emergency but also in the rehabilitation
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period which is now in the process." That is signed Andrew

Holstrom, Mayor of the City of Worcester.

And then, here is one from the Governor of the great Common-
wealth, who says: "Understand that you are addressing the Na-

tional Convention of the American Red Cross tonight, including

delegates from Massachusetts. Wish to advise you that the Red
Cross has done an outstanding job in this State during the recent

Central Massachusetts tornado disaster. Christian Herter, Gov-

ernor of Massachusetts."

I am, of course, grateful to those people for helping me attempt

to give you the message I should so like for each of you to have

from me and to understand. But I want to call attention also:

those are merely two telegrams from areas in which we have dra-

matic instances of disaster.

We find the Red Cross on duty everywhere. Not merely

where the incident that occasioned the help gets in the headlines^

but in the humblest of homes. The Red Cross is always true to

the belief that people, and only people, matter.

And so again, as I have done so often through these many years

since I first encountered the Red Cross, thank you, each one of

you.

note: The President spoke in Con- American National Red Cross; he

stitution Hall at 9:13 p.m. In his later referred to James Melton of

opening words he referred to E. Ro- the Metropolitan Opera Association,

land Harriman, President of the of New York.

118 ^ Remarks to Veterans Making the Last

Trip on the U.S.S. Williamsburg. June 25,1953

I APOLOGIZE for being a bit late, but it was not intentional, I

assure you.

I haven't been able, before, to come down and greet the guests

of Commander Burke on the Williamsburg that makes these trip&

down the Potomac. I have wanted to. I couldn't.
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Since this is the final trip before she is deactivated, I wanted
to come down and assure you that all of us—the Red Cross, and
the Navy, and I—^have all looked on it as a real privilege, to see

if we couldn't do something to let you spend a nice afternoon up
and down this historic river, on a fine ship, and through the serv-

ices of the Navy.

If you have a bit of fun, more power to you. That is what it

is for. We hope you will enjoy every single bit of it, and re-

member it kindly.

Through you, we would like to let all the others know how wel-

come they have been.

Now, the trip is the thing, and you didn't come down here to

listen to a lot of words from me—I realize that.

I hope you will allow me to come around—^particularly these

lads in front ofme—to say "Hello" before I go.

note: The President spoke at the remarks he referred to Commander
U.S. Naval Gun Factory in Wash- Julian T. Burke, Captain of the

ington at 12:40 p.m. During his former Presidential yacht U.S.S.

Williamsburg.

119 ff Statement by the PresidentUpon Signing

the Pakistan WheatAid Act. June 25,1953

I AM DEEPLY GRATIFIED to sign this Act which makes it

possible to send up to one million tons of wheat to help avert

famine among the people of Pakistan. We are Tortunate in being

able to help them by sharing some of the fruits of our labor and

soil.

Americans have a strong feeling of friendship for the people

of Pakistan. We have great admiration for this young country

which is engaged in a valiant and determined effort to overcome

problems of tremendous magnitude. Their efforts remind us of

the turmoil and struggle of our own early days—and the struggle

which confronts us on a broader scale today.

We are proud to have such staunch friends as the people of
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Pakistan, who are dedicated to the democratic way of life. We
are happy to be able to respond to their need with this aid.

The swift action by the Congress in making possible this aid,

within two weeks after my message requesting such assistance,

reflects the sympathy and concern of the people of the United

States for the people of Pakistan.

Our sincere hopes for peace and prosperity go with this grain.

note: The Pakistan Wheat Aid Act is Public Law 77, 83d Congress (67
Stat. 80)

.

120 ^ Letteron Intellectual Freedom to the

President of the American Library Association.

June 26, 1953

[ Released June 26, 1953. Dated June 24, 1953 ]

Dear Dr. Downs:

Thank you for your letter of June fifteenth. I am glad to

know of the annual conference of the American Library Associa-

tion convening this week, and of the spirit of conscientious citizen-

ship ruling its deliberations.

Our librarians serve the precious liberties of our nation:

freedom of inquiry, freedom of the spoken and the written word,

freedom of exchsmge of ideas.

Upon these clear principles, democracy depends for its very

life, for they are the great sources of knowledge and enlighten-

ment. And knowledge—full, unfettered knowledge of its own
heritage, of freedom's enemies, of the whole world of men and

ideas—this knowledge is a free people's surest strength.

The converse is just as surely true. A democracy smugly dis-

dainful of new ideas would be a sick democracy. A democracy

chronically fearful of new ideas would be a dying democracy.

For all these reasons, we must in these times be intelligently

alert not only to the fanatic cunning of Communist conspiracy

—
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but also to the grave dangers in meeting fanaticism with ignor-

ance. For, in order to fight totalitarians who exploit the ways

of freedom to serve their own ends, there are some zealots who

—

with more wrath than wisdom—^would adopt a strangely unintel-

ligent course. They would try to defend freedom by denying

freedom's friends the opportunity of studying Communism in its

entirety—^its plausibilities, its falsities, its weaknesses.

But we know that freedom cannot be served by the devices

of the tyrant. As it is an ancient truth that freedom cannot be

legislated into existence, so it is no less obvious that freedom can-

not be censored into existence. And any who act as if freedom's

defenses are to be found in suppression and suspicion and fear

confess a doctrine that is alien to America.

The libraries of America are and must ever remain the homes

of free, inquiring minds. To them, our citizens—of all ages and

races, of all creeds and political persuasions—must ever be able

to turn with clear confidence that there they can freely seek the

whole truth, unwarped by fashion and uncompromised by ex-

pediency. For in such whole and healthy knowledge alone are

to be found and imderstood those majestic truths of man's nature

and destiny that prove, to each succeeding generation, the validity

of freedom.

Sincerely,

DwnEGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The President's letter was on June 26 at the ysd Annual Con-

read by Dr. R. B. Downs, President ference of the Association in Los

of the American Library Association, Angeles.
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121 ^ Exchange of Messages Between the

President and ChancellorAdenauer Concerning the

Uprisings in East Berlin and East Germany.

June 26, 1953

[ Released June 26, 1953. Dated June 25, 1953 ]

I HAVE RECEIVED with deep interest and sympathy your

message of June 21st. The latest events in East Berlin and East-

ern Germany have stirred the hearts and hopes of people every-

where. This inspiring show of courage has reaffirmed our belief

that years of oppression and attempted indoctrination cannot

extinguish the spirit of freedom behind the Iron Curtain. It

seems clear that the repercussions of these events will be felt

throughout the Soviet satellite empire.

The United States Government is convinced that a way can

and must be found to satisfy the justified aspirations of the Ger-

man people for freedom and unity, and for the restoration of

fundamental human rights in all parts of Germany. It is for

the attainment of these purposes that the government you head
and the United States Government have been eamestly striving

together. Although the Communists may be forced, as a result

of these powerful demonstrations in East Germany to moderate
their current policies, it seems clear that the safety and future

of the people of Eastern Germany can only be assured when that

region is unified with Western Germany on the basis of free

elections, as we urged the Soviets to agree to in the notes of

September 23, 1952 dispatched by the American, British and
French Governments. It is still our conviction that this repre-

sents the only realistic road to German unity, and I assure you
that my Government will continue to strive for this goal.

In their hours of trial and sacrifice, I trust that the people of
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Eastern Germany will know that their call for freedom has been

heard around the world.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Chancellor Adenauer's mes- of Central Europe are. I should like

sage of June 21 follows: to appeal to you urgently, Mr. Presi-

dent, in accordance with a resolution
Mr. President:

^j j^^ ^^ ^f ^^ German Bundestag,

The people of the East sector of of which the American Government

Berlin and of the East zone have de- was notified, to do everything in your

spite the use of Soviet troops and power in order that these conditions

tanks risen up unarmed against the may be done away with, the himian

regime of terror and force and de- rights which have been violated may
manded their rights of freedom, be restored and the entire German

Many have had to pay for their brav- people may be given back the imity

ery and courage with their lives, and freedom which alone guarantee

Nothing shows more clearly than the a lasting peaceful development in

outcry of these tormented people how Europe,

intolerable the conditions in this area Adenauer

122 ^ Citation Accompanying the Medal of

Honor Presented to Sergeant David B. Bleak,

USA, June 26, 1953

THE PRESIDENT of the United States of America, authorized

by Act of Congress March 3, 1863 has awarded in the name of

The Congress the Medal ofHonor to

SERGEANT DAVID B. BLEAK, USA

for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty in action with the enemy:

Sergeant Bleak, Army Medical Service, United States Army, a

member of the Medical Company, 223d Infantry Regiment, 40th

Infantry Division, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry

and indomitable courage above and beyond the call of duty in

action against the enemy in the vicinity of Minari-gol, Korea, on

14 June 1952. As a medical aidman, he volunteered to accom-
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pany a reconnaissance patrol committed to engage the enemy and

capture a prisoner for interrogation. Forging up the rugged slope

of the key terrain, the group was subjected to intense automatic

weapons and small arms fire and suffered several casualties. After

administering to the wounded, he continued to advance with the

patrol. Nearing the military crest of the hill, while attempting

to cross the fireswept area to attend the wounded, he came under

hostile fire from a small group of the enemy concealed in a trench.

Entering the trench, he closed with the enemy, killed two with

bare hands and a third with his trench knife. Moving from the

emplacement, he saw a concussion grenade fall in front of a com-

panion and, quickly shifting his position, shielded the man from

the impact of the blast. Later, while ministering to the wounded,

he was struck by a hostile bullet but, despite the wound, he under-

took to evacuate a wounded comrade. As he moved down the hill

with his heavy burden, he was attacked by two enemy soldiers

with fixed bayonets. Closing with the aggressors, he grabbed

them and smashed their heads together, then carried his helpless

comrade down the hill to safety. Sergeant Bleak's dauntless cour-

age and intrepid actions reflect utmost credit upon himself and

are in keeping with the honored traditions of the military service.

Dvvn[GHT D. Eisenhower
note: See also Item 229.

123 ^ Message to Prime Minister Churchill of

Great Britain Concerning Postponement of the

Bermuda Conversations. June 27, 1953

[ Released June 27, 1953. Dated June 26, 1953 ]

Dear Winston:

I am deeply distressed to leam that your physicians have ad-

vised you to lighten your duties at this time and that consequently

you will be unable to come to Bermuda for our talks.

I look upon this only as a temporary deferment of our meeting.
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Your health is of great concern to all the world and you must,

therefore, bow to the advice of your physicians.

With best wishes from your friend.

Ike

124 ^ Exchange of Messages Between the

President and Prime MinisterMohammedAH of

Pakistan Gonceming the Wheat Grant.

?"n^29, 1953

His Excellency MohammedAH
Prime Minister of Pakistan

Karachi^ Pakistan

I appreciate the warm expression of your gratitude for the

action of our people in providing wheat for your stricken country.

Our response to your call was made in the American tradition

of giving help to the best of our ability where help is needed. It

is also a true measure of the friendly feeling and admiration

which Americans have for the people of Pakistan. We are proud

to count your vigorous, young nation among our friends.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The Prime Minister's message of America and the promptness with

follows: which your Government has acted

I have received with much pleasure is a fine practical proof of friendliness

the news that you signed, on the 25th and good will which the United

June, 1953, the Bill providing one States of America bears towards my
million tons of wheat grant to Pakis- country. I assure you that this

tan. This news has been received timely help, which will relieve dis-

here with a general sense of relief tress in the country, has earned the

because we know now that with this deep gratitude of the nation,

generous aid we shall be able to meet I also wish to convey my personal

die food shortage with which Pak- thanks to you and your Government

istan was faced. This generous grant for all that has been done to help

from the people of the United States Pakistan.

Mohammed Ali

460



Dwight D. Eisenhower^ igss ^ 125

125 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Requesting General Legislation Authorizing the

Use of Agricultural Commodities for Foreign

Emergency Relief. June 30, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

Because of the great productivity of our farms, the people of

the United States have been able, on several occasions in recent

years, to come to the aid of friendly countries faced with famine.

In 1 95 1 agricultural supplies were provided to India, and only

recently wheat has been made available to the people of Pakistan.

In both instances, we were able to provide assistance in meeting

famine or other urgent relief requirements by using stocks of

commodities held by the Commodity Credit Corporation. On
each of these occasions the Congress has been forced to add con-

sideration of these emergency programs to its very heavy work-

load. This procedure not only adds to the Congressional burden

but also slows the speed with which this government can come
to the assistance of a nation urgently needing relief.

I therefore believe it advisable to have general legislation

which, within appropriate limitations, would permit the Presi-

dent to meet these situations. The legislation I am requesting

would give the President the authority to utilize agricultural

commodities held by this government, but it would limit that

authority to meet only the occasional needs arising from famine

or other urgent relief requirements.

The objectives of such a program are not to be confused with

the principal objective of our Mutual Security Program. The
Mutual Security Program aims at promoting the long range

security of the United States by assisting our friends to strengthen

their long range economic and defensive capabilities. The pro-

gram I am now proposing aims at mitigating the hard blows of

unusual and urgent emergencies.
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Since we cannot adequately foresee the specific needs to be met
under the legislation I am requesting, we cannot now determine

the most effective and equitable conditions under which such

assistance may be rendered in a particular situation. Conse-

quently, I am requesting authority to establish, when the need

arises, the terms and conditions under which these agricultural

commodities shall be made available.

In order that there may be a minimum of delay in assisting

nations stricken with famine or having other urgent relief require-

ments, I am requesting that the Commodity Credit Corporation

be given authority to make available from its stocks the necessary

agricultural commodities to meet these emergency needs. To pre-

vent impairment of the operations of the Commodity Credit Cor-

poration, and to permit necessary budgetary adjustments, I am
recommending an authorization to reimburse the Commodity
Credit Corporation to the extent of its investment in commodities

furnished by it, plus any other costs, including interest, which it

may incur in carrying out programs authorized under this act.

When the costs of any programs carried out under terms of this

act can be ascertained, the Congress will be asked to appropriate

the necessary funds to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corpora-

tion. I further propose that the authority to undertake programs

of famine and other urgent relief assistance under this legislation

expire on June 30, 1 955.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The act enabling the President approved August 7, is Public Law
to furnish emergency relief assistance, 216, 83d Congress (67 Stat. 476).

126 ^ The President's News Conference of

July I, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. I have Very little to volunteer to occupy your

attention this morning.
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One thing, if you are interested in my personal movements:

I hope to be out of town for the weekend, up in Camp David,

and to spend Saturday and Sunday there, as I did last week

—

very quietly, doing nothing.

The other thing—and of real importance—is this continued

unrest in the satellite countries. I suppose most of you have read

in detail Chancellor Adenauer's speeches on the subject. I must

say that my own thinking goes a great deal along with his; that

here we have a place advertised as the workers' paradise, and

we have the repressions of tyranny finally resulting in spontaneous

revolt that seem to spread like wildfire with no prior plan,

almost—at least his speeches certainly indicate that.

It merely, I believe, reinforces the western contention that peo-

ple who have known freedom still rate it as the highest of human
values, and when it is taken away from them—and I mean free-

dom in the true and deep sense—that eventually man comes to

the conviction that even life itself is worth spending for freedom.

I think it is a most significant lesson to all of us.

Certainly the suffering of those people excites our pity just as

it does our admiration, because it does seem unreasonable that

people can't be allowed to live their own lives in this world. Cer-

tainly, it seems unreasonable to people who live in the Western

World.

Now, I just make this one observation, ladies and gentlemen,

because I have been following that movement. I have known
some of those peoples very well, I admire them, and I visited

some of the countries. I feel deeply moved by the things they

ate going through.

Other than that, I have nothing to volunteer, and so we will

go right to the questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, is there

anything you can tell us about the Korean situation? Particu-

larly, are you hopeful or optimistic about the prospects of an

armistice?

THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc, it is a confused situation, and there
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is not anything to tell you in detail that I think would make any

real story.

There is this to remember: the enemy is still in North Korea

—

that is the principal enemy.

We are having an acute example of the difficulties that arise

among allies that are really dedicated to the same principles and

same basic ideas, but when we come to their application in a

particular area or in a particular subject, a particular direction,

we find that we get into difficulties. It is the history of coalitions

;

we shouldn't be too discouraged about it.

On the other hand, the differences are very real. People in

emotional states are very apt to even overstate their cases, and

it becomes extraordinarily difficult to get a reasonable solution.

However, I will say this: I still, in my own mind and in my
very deepest convictions, believe that a satisfactory solution is

coming out of it.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, can

you tell us what the major objectives may be at the meeting of

the Big Three foreign ministers on July loth, and how it may
affect the proposed Bermuda meeting?

THE PREsroENT. If I repeat myself in front of this group, I

hope you will know that I so frequently have to talk; so often I

forget the body that I have explained something to. But in the

very inception of the Bermuda meeting it was hoped that there

would be as little formality about it as possible, as little writing out

of rigid agenda that would say, "We will reach a solution on X,

Y,andZ."
What we were hoping was to get together and discuss in a

friendly fashion the whole world situation, picking up those

points where we had common interests and discussing them in

a friendly way, to see whether or not it wasn't possible to develop

a really satisfactory common purpose, common effort, in these

vital regions or problems.

That was unfortunately put off due to the illness of the Prime

Minister. But the need for discussing these various problems
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around the world—after all, there is Korea, there is NATO, there

is Indochina, and Malaya; there is the Middle East; there are

all sorts of problems to discuss; there is the business of trade

—

to meet and discuss these things in friendly fashion, in my opinion,

should be done often.

This meeting that they are having, again, is in a more or less

friendly and partially informal fashion of the first concept. They
are going to have this talk. They are starting, I believe it is the

loth. Now, there is nothing that I can tell you that we hope as

a definite and specific purpose to come out of it, except this

increase of understanding among us.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, have you talked to Secretary Dulles about the purging of

the books in the overseas libraries?

THE PREsroENT. Only to the extent to ask him what had hap-

pened. He did do this: he sent me back the law under which

those libraries were established. Have you read that?

Q. Mr. Brandt: Yes.

THE PRESIDENT. I find that they were established with a very

limited purpose. So I told him I wanted to talk further with

him about it now, because obviously you can't violate the law,

and he has sent me quite a memorandum. He and I are going

to talk further about it.

Q, Mr. Brandt: Has he shown you a new directive yet?

THE PRESIDENT. No. As a matter of fact, he tells me that there

is no directive he has issued that could possibly be responsible

for some of the thingswe hear have happened.

Now, I think that I don't want at the moment to talk too

much further about it, because that is as far as I have gotten in

digging down to the bottom. I was unacquainted with the pro-

vision of the law.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Do you and he hope to get a clear directive

eventually?

THE PRESIDENT. Certainly, I hope that.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Is it possible?
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THE PRESIDENT. I think it should be, yes; I think it should be.

I have never varied on this thing from the time that I first

thought about books, as I think I referred to last time, to go back

to the statements I made at Columbia; I still believe those things.

There is no question as to where I stand. Now, I think that

we can make it clear so that any reasonable person can under-

stand exactly what we mean.

Q. Mr. Brandt: If I may point out, I think there was some

confusion between your Dartmouth speech and your press con-

ference speech in which you said it was perfectly all right for

the State Department to bum books or to do as they pleased with

them.

THE PRESIDENT. I Said bumcd books? You dig that out; I

only believe I said that

Q. Mr. Brandt: No, you said the State Department can do as

it pleased.

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't cvcn kuow whether I said that. I said

that that government would be foolish to promulgate and help

to support the distribution of a book that openly advocated its

own destruction by force.

I pointed out that in this Communist area one judge, at least

one court, had found 1 1 men guilty because they were in this

Communist conspiracy, guilty of trying to destroy the United

States by force, as I read the verdict.

I said they would be foolish to help promulgate and disseminate

such a book. I don't think I said anything else about it.

Q. Mr. Brandt: I think there was a phrase there

THE PRESIDENT. What was that phrase?

Q. Mr. Brandt: that they could do as they pleased about

it. Someone asked if you approved of burning.

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't think I said they could do as they

pleased; if I have, then I would like to look at it. I would like

to see it and in what connection, because I did say this: I get

responsible people, and I expect them to carry out the policies

of the Government.
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Q. Mr. Brandt: One of the points was whether the books by

Communists which are not on communism should be in the

libraries.

THE PREsroENT. I am not going to answer that strictly. You
must read the law from which these particular libraries are

established, and it says this: books about American life, about

the American system of government, and the things that touch

its own interests, in furthering its own interests. It is a very

limited purpose in that law.

Q. Mr. Brandt: I am not standing up for any writer, but one

of the writers was Dashiell Hammett who writes detective stories.

So far as I know—^and I have read several of them—I don't see

anything communistic about them, but they were thrown out of

the libraries.

THE PREsroENT. Who wcrc they throwii out by?

Q. Mr. Brandt: Well, the list was given out; it was—thrown

out

THE PREsroENT. Hcrc? In Washington?

Q. Mr. Brandt : Oh, no ; by the libraries overseas.

THE PREsroENT. I think somcouc got frightened. I don't know
why they should. I wouldn't; I will tell you that, I wouldn't.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, is

there anything you can tell us about the report by William H.

Jackson?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I would say this: he has made his re-

port, but he made it in a form open to discussion. We had a

long discussion about it either yesterday or the day before yester-

day. It is coming back in final form and, as I recall—^now, this

is not a promise, but as I recall—^it is planned to publish the

summary and transmitting letter. So you will have it at first

hand and we won't have to guess at its various details. I mean
that is very soon, the summary of the report.^

* Released July 8; cited in footnote to Item 128.
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Q. Mr. Leviero: Mr. President, were they unanimous in their

findings?

THE PREsroENT. So far as I know. I assume that on all such

important subjects they had their fights, but as given to me there

was no minority report given.

Q. Edward J. Milne, Providence Journal and Bulletin: Mr.

President, are you going to oppose in the House the cuts by the

Appropriations Committee in your defense budget?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wouldu't cvcu commcut on that until

I see them all in detail. The only way you could oppose them

would be to send word to the Senate on where you were badly

hurt ; I don't know what else you could do.

Q. Mr. Milne: As I understand it, the cuts were announced

on Saturday. I wondered if you had taken any action since

Saturday to ask the leadership up there to oppose the cuts?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't Say "to oppose them''; on spe-

cific items we told them what we need, we think, as a minimum.

Of course there is always the opportunity if you get into a jam

to go back to Congress and tell them what kind of a jam you are

in. I am not going to comment in detail on those things at the

moment, because it is all still in the hands of Congress; and it

is a good time to keep still and let them work out their problems,

I think.

Q. RoscoeDrummond, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Presi-

dent, may I return to the matter of the revolt behind the Iron

Curtain?

THE PRESIDENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Drummond: I would like to ask whether you feel that

the events which are now taking place create an opportunity for

the administration to take any tangible action to support libera-

tion in line with its stated objectives?

THE PRESIDENT. Wc havc always said we are for free elections

in those countries. I do not believe that there is any thought of

taking any physical action of any kind that could be classed as

intervention.
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I do think that in all of the normal activities of a people, of a

government—the Government here—the statements, the

speeches, the talks of members of Government should be directed

towards showing what is the meaning of this kind of thing under

these situations, and to try to show people that are suffering like

that that they do have friends in the world and people that are

standing by to help so far as is possible.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

I wondered if you could tell us whether or not you were satisfied

with the cooperation and treatment afforded to your legislative

program to date by the Republican majority in Congress.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't think that is much of a question;

I must say I think that is pretty general. But I do think this: I

think that the whole Republican Party is gradually showing that

it has taken over responsibility and is getting itself organized

steadily to carry that responsibility, discharge it. Whether or

not they always agree with me is not so important as that we get a

progressive, needed program out before the people for their guid-

ance and observance.

Q. W. L. Beale, Jr., Associated Press: Mr. President, I wonder

if you would like to clarify your position on the Bricker constitu-

tional amendment in the light of what Senator Knowland said

yesterday indicating that you may have changed your mind about

the necessity or the need for such amendment.

THE PRESIDENT. I havc ncvcr changed mymind in this respect

:

I have always stated that I don't believe that any treaty can cir-

cumvent or supersede our Constitution.

Now, I don't believe it can now, but if there is any amendment

necessary to make that simple statement, then such an amend-

ment, if it would quiet fears anywhere in this whole country,

would have my support.

I will never agree to anything that interferes with the constitu-

tional and traditional separation of powers between the depart-

ments, and the necessary coordination as specified by our Con-

stitution. So you get into a matter of words and semantics.
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What I am getting down to is this: the Attorney General is

working with the people on the Hill to see whether there is any

possible language that satisfies their viewpoint or the particular

viewpoint as represented by Senator Bricker and, at the same time,

acceptable to the administration. But never would I agree with

a disturbance of the constitutional powers between departments.

Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times: Sir, I believe it was

around April 29 that Secretary McKay recommended to you that

Marvin Nichols be appointed Bureau of Reclamation Commis-

sioner. Are you going to approve that reconmiendation and ap-

point Mr. Nichols?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't remember; I can say nothing about it.

Q. Mrs. McClendon: There was a United Press story, sir, to

the effect that Mr. C. D. Jackson of your staff was opposing it.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I Can say this: I don't think C. D. Jack-

son ever came to me and said anything about an appointment. I

don't know anything about these stories, but I do say this: when
we have appointments to announce, why, we always get them

out as fast as possible. [Laughter]

I really am not trying to be facetious, but the whole thing has

slipped my memory, whatever you are talking about. So there

is no use in trying to talk about it at the moment.

Merriman Smith, United Press : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's twelfth to 10:46 o'clock on Wednesday
news conference was held in the morning, July i, 1953.

Executive Office Building from 10 : 30

127 ^ Memorandumon Community Chest and

United Defense Fund-USO Campaign in the

National Capital Area. July i, 1953

To the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies:

For the fall Red Feather Campaign for the Community Chest

Federation and the United Defense Fund-USO in the National
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Capital Area I have approved the appointment of the Honorable

Douglas MpKay, Secretary of the Interior, as Chairman for the

Government Unit.

I ask that you give him your fullest measure of support and

assistance. All persons in authority in the Federal and District

Government, I am sure, will extend their complete cooperation

to this important charitable . appeal. Such cooperation would

logically include the assumption of equitable unit goals, the effec-

tive solicitation of all employees, and the setting up of an adequate

collection method for the convenience of those who wish to make
contributions on an installment basis.

In the National Capital Area the Community Chest Federation

unites six Community Chests and more than one hundred Red
Feather Agencies in one federated campaign to provide local

health, welfare and recreational programs which are so vital to

the building of a healthy, strong and safer community in which

to live, work and play.

Included in the Red Feather Campaign this year will be the

appeal of the United Defense Fund which includes, among others,

the USO-USO Camp Shows and United Community Defense

Services. These programs are essential to the morale and happi-

ness of our men and women of the Armed Forces both at home
and overseas.

It is my hope that all officials and employees will be given the

opportunity to contribute and that they will do so generously,

mindful of the fact that this is one appeal for the yearly support

of over one hundred Red Feather agency programs and the UDF-
USO. When you give—^give your fair share to support these

worthwhile services for a full year.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
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128 ^ The President's News Conference of

7m/3;8, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. One or two items, ladies and gentlemen, of possi-

ble general interest. We have had a committee, as you know,

called the Jackson Committee, studying the whole field that has

been called by many names, but popularly known by the name of

psychological warfare. Its report, of course, is largely confi-

dential, but at my direction they have made a summary of the

report which will be handed out by Mr. Hagerty around noon

today, probably around 1 2 o'clock.

It is very interesting; and, of course, it is trying to draw together

into one place in the Federal Government responsibility for all

this kind of action.^

In Korea, as you know, the Communists have accepted our

suggestion that the talks be resumed looking toward the consum-

mation of a truce.

Now, I just want to make it clear again: everybody in the

United States, I believe, understands the aspirations of President

Rhee and has a very warm spot in their hearts for what South

Korea has done in this whole business. We must never lose sight

of the fact that this is an incident in a great ideological struggle,

as well as a struggle justby arms.

We look forward to a reunification of Korea by peaceful means

and intend to work for it.

The question, though, of carrying on hostilities and trying to

accomplish objectives by warfare in this world of today is some-

thing, of course, that you have to weigh against the future and

^ The summary of the report by the President's Committee on International Informa-

tion Activities, headed by William H. Jackson, is published in the Department of State

Bulletin (vol. 29, p. 124). The Committee recommended, among other things, recruit-

ment of the ablest personnel obtainable for service overseas, a more effective overseas

information program, and the establishment within the National Security Council of an

Operations Coordinating Board. Such a board was established on September 3, 1953,

by Executive Order 10483 (3 CFR, 1949-1953 Comp., p. 968).
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the success of the United Nations, for which we all hope that

there will be a great success.

As a matter of fact, that is about all there is to say about the

Korean thing at the moment; there is no new development of

which I am aware.

On Germany, I received a telegram signed by the president

of the AFL and the president of the CIO. They are over there

as members—^in Stockholm, they are actually meeting—they are

over there as American representatives of a great union of labor

organizations, free labor organizations from the free countries.

They made certain recommendations with respect to Germany,

The significant thing to me was that the workers of the world

protest at the situation of the workers in Eastern Germany and

in the satellite—^well, in Eastern Germany specifically at the

moment. That, to me, is certainly a very significant factor in

the world opinion and in the psychology; the workers believe

that the workers in Germany, supposed to be the workers' para-

dise, are really treated in a way that is unjustifiable.

Now, I think with those brief observations, we will go directly

to the questions.

Q. Charles T. Lucey, Scripps-Howard Newspapers : Did you

discuss the Pennsylvania governorship with Senator Duff, and

have you urged him to run for the governorship next year?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't participate in the kind of detail which

you intimate in local political questions.

I have talked of many things, including listening very carefully

to Senator Duff, but I have urged him to do nothing. I merely

talked on this basis, that we, locally and federally, as a party,

are trying to establish a record that gains the admiration and

respect of the American people. That is what I am talking

about. They will have to decide their local questions themselves.

Q. D. Harold Oliver, Associated Press: Does that go for

Virginia, too?

THE PRESIDENT. Virginia?

5eei6—60—35 473



^ 1 28 Public Papers of the Presidents

Q. Mr. Oliver: Yes, the governorship race. I was asked to

have you go on record about that.

THE PRESIDENT. Actually, yes, the same observation applies.

I don't consider it my function to interfere in the local and State

elections. After all, there are certain responsibilities placed upon

the President of the United States. There are certain attitudes

I think that he is expected normally to observe. I hope to do

that.

Now, my own contention is this: the only worthwhile political

program, particularly for the party in power, is to present at each

new election, to the people of the United States, an accomplish-

ment, a worthwhile progress that earns approbation. I can see

no other way of approaching this thing, and I don't see how
the President could interfere or attempt to interfere appropriately

in the local political struggles—city, county. State, or anything

of that kind.

Q. Sarah McClendon, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal: We in

the Southwest, Mr. President, as my editors tell me, appreciate

very much what you and Mr. Benson have done to alleviate the

drought conditions, but they say that there is going to be need

for more aid and a long-range program. I wonder if you think

there is anything the Government can do to prevent the effects

of such a drought in the future?

THE PREsroENT. I dou't think you can prevent the effect, be-

cause drought is a meteorological condition that even the most

powerful governments seem to be helpless in front of.

Now what they can do is this: plan for help, alleviation of

distress, and so on—in other words, the old theory of prevention

of disaster to great bodies of our citizens, particularly when that

disaster could not be foreseen. Actually, I believe that the Gov-

emors of that whole region are to meet soon, again, to discuss

these things. From them, I would expect worthwhile sugges-

tions. We have moved only a little bit at a time, but certainly

we hope to do what an enlightened and humanitarian America
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would expect us to do with respect to a whole area like that,

that is so stricken.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

on the Korean situation, have you had any indication from your

representative there that Syngman Rhee would be willing to go

along with the proposed truce?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I really feel this, Mr. Arrowsmith: there

is little more to be said about the Korean situation than has

already appeared in the papers.

As I said last week, or at a recent press conference, there is a

difficult question of misunderstanding, and I think it is unfortu-

nate when we know so clearly that our hearts are in the same

places; but those things do occur. We have to proceed step by

step in the hope that methods and procedures adopted will

constantly lead us further toward the realization of those hopes.

That does not mean that there are no troubles. There are; and

exactly how it is going to come out, no man can foretell exactly.

Q. Elmer Davis, American Broadcasting Company: Isn't this

so-called acceptance of the truce terms just about what the Com-
munists said before? They still say they accept if we will bring

Syngman Rhee in line and if we will roimd up all the prisoners.

Is that anything new?

THE PRESIDENT. Where do you get all this information? I

haven't got it.

Q. Mr. Davis: I saw it on the wires about a half hour ago.

THE PREsroENT. No. I think you are starting with a premise

that just defies answer; because there is no such thing

contemplated.

Q. Edwin Dayton Moore, United Press: Dr. J. Robert^ppen-
heimer and Gordon Dean have expressed a belief that the U.S.

Government should make available to its allies and the American
people more information on atomic weapons, both ours and our

estimates of the Russians'. Do you agree?

THE PREsroENT. Well, you are asking a question in very specific

terms.
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First of all, I assume that you are meaning, should the law be

amended? There is a law, as you know, that strictly limits the

kind of information to be given.

Personally, I think the time has arrived when the American
people must have more information on this subject, if they are to

act intelligently. I happen to be one of those people that believe

that an informed American population makes good decisions.

I believe the time has come that the law, as written, is really

outmoded. As you know, much of it was written in the hope, and
possibly the expectation, that we could keep secret the manu-
facture of the bomb. Well, we know it has been manufactured

elsewhere, so it would seem that certain parts, at least, of that

law are outmoded. I think the time has come to be far more, let

us say, frank with the American people than we have been in the

past. That naturally has to include, then, your allies. What-
ever you tell publicly, they are bound to know, and I think that

the cooperative attitude here is important.

[Confers with Mr. Hagerty] Mr. Hagerty reminds me that this

whole subject is discussed in some degree in that Jackson report.

You can find further information on it there.

Q. Pat Munroe, Salt Lake City Deseret News: Mr. President,

my question concerns one of those appointments in the Interior

Department. There are reports that the morale among the In-

dian tribes is rather poor now, because of the fact that the Indian

Commissioner has not been appointed as yet. I wonder if you

had any idea when we might expect something on that?

THE PREsroENT. The selection of the right people for these

jobs, of course, is a difficult business. I promised, during the

campaign, to the Indian tribes that they, themselves, would be

consulted in the character and type of man they wanted as the

head of the Indian Bureau.

Ever since, I think, he has taken office, Secretary McKay has

really been looking for the right person. He hasn't given me a

late report, but that is a difficult job possibly to find a man that
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we think capable of carrying on this work properly and finding

one that they think is exactly the right man.

Now, since you have raised the question, I will look it up and

make it a point for a future conference; but I don't have any

better answer at the moment.

Q. Roscoe Drunmiond, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Presi-

dent, twice recently an official spokesman of the State Department

has refused to give out information on the directive which governs

the selection of books in overseas libraries, and has refused to give

either the names of the books that are being removed or being put

back. Now, on one occasion the official spokesman explained that

this was a part of the cold war strategy and had to be classified.

I would like to ask whether you feel that that kind of informa-

tion should be withheld or made public, and whether you think

that withholding it is in line with your new security directives.

THE PREsroENT. Mr. Drummoud, now, I hope that you are

not going to try to demand that I keep in touch with every step-

by-step development in all the manifold and multitudinous de-

partments and agencies of this Government. What I did ask

them and direct them to do is this : for the State Department to

sit down with the information section and work out a program

that would be in line with the views I have so often expressed

on this. It is my opinion and my conviction that that program is

soon to be published and made public. So, generally speaking, to

answer your question—^would its withholding from the public be

in line with what I believe about information to the public? No,

I don't think it would. Consequently, I think there is going to

be something coming out soon that will satisfy you on this point.

I think that probably their evading the question has been because

they were busily engaged in a new look with everybody involved;

and they are coming out with something that ought to be, I should

think, satisfactory.^

^On July 15 the State Department issued a release consisting of a statement by

the Administrator of the International Information Administration together with new
instructions on selection of books for the International Information libraries (De-

partment of State Bulletin, vol. 29, p. 121).
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Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Mr. Presi-

dent, there have been suggestions in Great Britain recently that

the Big Three conference would be switched to London because

of Churchill's illness. Would you be willing to go to London for

a Big Three conference?

THE PREsroENT. The question was whether I would be willing

to go to London for a Big Three conference.

As far as personal convenience is concerned, once you get in an

airplane and start out, it doesn't make any difference much
whether you travel 6 hours or 3 hours. I hadn't thought about

this. I did see where, in answer to a question, Mr. Butler said it

would look logical if Mr. Churchill's health allowed a meeting in

London but not elsewhere, that we might hold it there. I must

say that I have no real personal feeling about it one way or the

other. We were going to meet in Bermuda, which is on British

territory, anyway; so I would not think there was any great sig-

nificance. I should add, no proposal has been made to me of any

kind, nor, so far as I know, to the State Department. I think it

was merely a comment made in passing and has no great

significance.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine Newspapers: Mr. President, so

much has been said about the protections thrown around enemy

prisoners that we hold imder the treaty, some American families

are wondering about the protection for our men, and if we would

have any access to them at all, particularly if the Reds should say

that some of them do not want to come home.

THE PRESIDENT. Mrs. Craig, you raised one of the questions,

of course, that makes this whole business of negotiation a really

heavy one. It weighs on the heart and not merely on, let us say,

the logical processes of the brain.

Now, under the terms of the armistice, that is clearly guaran-

teed; each side has the right to go to the other where they claim

there is anybody that doesn't want to retum, and go through

exactly the same processes in each side. So, as far as the armistice

terms, as I have seen them—^this is not revealing any of the new
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terms because it has always been there—there is equal oppor-

tunity on both sides.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening News: Mr. President, ac-

tion on the Dondero-Miller bill, which will control whether there

be private or New York State redevelopment of Niagara Falls,

has been held up pending Governor Dewey's visit. Governor

Dewey opposes the Miller bill. Do you have any position on that

which you could describe at this time?

THE PREsroENT. Well, hcrc is a point. In 1950—I believe it

was 1950—^when the treaty was made with Canada, Congress

made a definite reservation that in this one case it reserved to

itself the right and the authority to say exactly how that power

should be developed. In the ordinary or normal case, the process

would be to refer this to the Federal Power Conunission. So,

here we have a case where Congress has decided that it should

take unto itself this authority.

Now, I don't question their right to do so in the first place,

nor their right now to decide. For myself, I have always an-

noimced that I believe that maximum local authority should

be exercised in the handling of all of these problems, and I would

say my own philosophy largely would be, when you don't have

interstate problems, that the State itself decides who and how

these things should be done. But in this case, I say, it is a very

special one. I can take no action nor even express a specific

opinion, I should think, until the bill as drawn, and if passed, is

presented to me. Then, of course, with all my advisers, there

would be an analysis of it and action taken.

Q. Oscar W. Reschke, German Press Agency: Mr. President,

it has been suggested in connection with the East German up-

risings that EDC should be put aside for the time being or

considered of secondary importance and everything should be

done in first priority achieving German unity. What are your

views, Mr. President?

THE pREsroENT. First may I ask your identity

?

Q. Mr. Reschke : Reschke, German Press Agency.
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THE PRESIDENT, No, I don't think they should be put aside. I

do believe strongly in the unification of Germany. As a matter of

fact, I happen to be one of those who believed in it in 1945. I

went into Germany with the same hatreds and prejudices about

the Hitler group that had caused this war; and unquestionably

I included a certain sense of guilt in my own mind that applied

to the whole German people for allowing this thing to occur.

But it didn't take long reflection after the shooting stopped—^it

didn't take long reflection to see that Germany was bound to be

always a great and influential part of that Central European

complex, and therefore was going to affect the fortunes and lives

of all of us. I believe it should be allowed a decent opportunity

to unite itself; I worked for it when I was a member of—the

—

what did we call it? The Berlin Council? I forget the exact

name—but you know, when all four of us used to meet there.

Now, I believe today that it is a proper aspiration for Ger-

many—the reunification of Germany. I have always believed

also that the EDC, the whole NATO concept, just like the United

Nations concept imder which it is authorized, is a peaceful one.

I believe that free elections as of now can be held whether

Germany belongs to the EDC or whether it does not. So I am
personally in favor of pushing right ahead on the theory that

we have done nothing wicked and nothing wrong, and intend

nothing wicked or wrong; to go ahead with it at the same time

that we support the German aspiration to be united.

Q. John Madigan, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, have

you seen and read the Democratic Digest, which comes out in the

first edition tomorrow?

THE PREsroENT. No, I havc not.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Do I take it from

your comments on Germany, sir, that you don't believe that there

is anything incompatible between German unification and Ger-

man participation in EDC?
THE PRESIDENT. Certainly from my viewpoint there is not. I

should like to make it clear, I have done nothing that I know of
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since 1945 that any just man in the world could interpret as

aggressive, aggressive in intent, or would be compatible with

what you might call forceful imperialism. I believe that this

world has got to have peace or it is going to be "or else" for our

civilization. Everything that I have been a party to or tried to

support has been with that purpose.

Now, I don't deny for a second that I can be badly mistaken.

I can make my errors just as quickly and possibly even more
seriously than most people. But I do believe that. So therefore,

I don't believe that EDG has one single danger for anybody else

in the world except in the single case if they attack. That is all

that it is meant for.

Q. Joseph R. Slevin, New York Journal of Commerce : There

has been talk that an armistice in Korea would bring on a decline

in United States business activity. Would you give us your views

on the present strength of the economy and its prospects for the

balance of the year?

THE PRESIDENT. Frankly, you ask a question on which I have

two specific conferences a week, and it comes up time and time

again. I just don't believe that it would be wise for me to de-

scribe or balance for you hopeful signs on one side, unhopeful on

the other, because it takes a real study of the thing. I would

refer you rather to people like the Secretary of Commerce or Dr.

Burns, the head of the Economic Advisers, or someone like that,

where you could have a long talk.

Personally my own conviction out of all these things is merely

this: we can have a peaceful economy that is a prosperous econ-

omy and keeps employment at a very high level. That is the

conclusion that I have formed. It does not mean that there might

not have to be certain different changes and arrangements, but

I know we can do it inmy own heart.

Q. Bamet Nover, Denver Post: Mr. President, is there any

reason why the job of Reclamation Commissioner has been held

up for 6 months? The office has not been filled for 6 months.

THE PREsroENT. As far as I know—again, you can't expect
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me to know all the details of the trouble that is going on—as far

as I know, any office that has not been filled has merely been

because the people responsible for the selection have not found

exactly the fellow they are looking for. As you well know, there

are many, many quaUfications that have to be met.

Edwin Dayton Moore, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's thir- 10:30 to 10:55 o'clock on Wednes-

teenth news conference was held in day morning, July 8, 1953.

the Executive Office Building from

129 ^ Exchange of Messages Between the

President and Prime Minister Mossadegh on the Oil

Situation and the Problem ofAid to Iran.

J^h 9. 1953

[ Released July 9, 1953. Dated June 29, 1953 ]

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I have received your letter of May 28 in which you described

the present difficult situation in Iran and expressed the hope that

the United States might be able to assist Iran in overcoming

some of its difficulties. In writing my reply which has been

delayed until I could have an opportunity to consult with Mr.
Dulles and Ambassador Henderson, I am motivated by the same
spirit of friendly frankness as that which I find reflected in your

letter.

The Government and people of the United States historically

have cherished and still have deep feelings of friendliness for

Iran and the Iranian people. They sincerely hope that Iran will

be able to maintain its independence and that the Iranian people

will be successful in realizing their national aspirations and in

developing a contented and free nation which will contribute

to world prosperity and peace.
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It was primarily because of that hope that the United States

Government during the last two years has made earnest efforts

to assist in eliminating certain differences between Iran and the

United Kingdom which have arisen as a result of the nationaliza-

tion of the Iranian oil industry. It has been the belief of the

United States that the reaching of an agreement in the matter

of compensation would strengthen confidence throughout the

world in the determination of Iran fully to adhere to the prin-

ciples which render possible a harmonious community of free

nations; that it would contribute to the strengthening of the inter-

national credit standing of Iran; and that it would lead to the

solution of some of the financial and economic problems at

present facing Iran.

The failure of Iran and of the United Kingdom to reach an

agreement with regard to compensation has handicapped the

Government of the United States in its efforts to help Iran.

There is a strong feeling in the United States, even among

American citizens most sympathetic to Iran and friendly to the

Iranian people, that it would not be fair to the American tax-

payers for the United States Government to extend any con-

siderable amount of economic aid to Iran so long as Iran could

have access to funds derived from the sale of its oil and oil prod-

ucts if a reasonable agreement were reached with regard to com-

pensation whereby the large-scale marketing of Iranian oil would

be resumed. Similarly, many American citizens would be deeply

opposed to the purchase by the United States Government of

Iranian oil in the absence of an oil settlement.

There is also considerable sentiment in the United States to

the effect that a settlement based on the payment of compensa-

tion merely for losses of the physical assets of a firm which has

been nationalized would not be what might be called a reason-

able settlement and that an agreement to such a settlement might

tend to weaken mutual trust between free nations engaged in

friendly economic intercourse. Furthermore, many of my
countrymen who have kept themselves informed regarding de-
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velopments in this unfortunate dispute believe that, in view of

the emotions which have been aroused both in Iran and the

United Kingdom, efforts to determine by direct negotiation the

amount of compensation due are more likely to increase friction

than to promote understanding. They continue to adhere to the

opinion that the most practicable and the fairest means of

settling the question of compensation would be for that question

to be referred to some neutral international body which could

consider on the basis of merit all claims and counter-claims.

I fully understand that the Government of Iran must determine

for itself which foreign and domestic policies are likely to be most

advantageous to Iran and to the Iranian people. In what I have

written, I am not trying to advise the Iranian Government on its

best interests. I am merely trying to explain why, in the circum-

stances, the Government of the United States is not presently

in a position to extend more aid to Iran or to purchase Iranian

oil.

In case Iran should so desire, the United States Government

hopes to be able to continue to extend technical assistance and

military aid on a basis comparable to that given during the past

year.

I note the concern reflected in your letter at the present danger-

ous situation in Iran and sincerely hope that before it is too late,

the Government of Iran will take such steps as are in its power

to prevent a further deterioration of that situation.

Please accept, Mr. Prime Minister, the renewed assurances of

my highest consideration.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The Prime Minister's message rect or through diplomatic channels

follows: of any views that may be of mutual

interest.

Dear Mr. President: i^ ^^at message I had briefly re-

in the kind reply which you sent to ferred to the hardships and privations

my message of last January you sug- which the Iranian people had under-

gested that I might inform you di- gone during the last two years in
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their efforts to attain their aspira-

tions and also to the difficulties which

the British Government has created

for Iran in its support of the illogical

claims of an imperialistic company.

During the few months that have

elapsed since the date of that mes-

sage the Iranian people have been

suffering financial hardships and

struggling with political intrigues

carried on by the former Oil Com-

pany and the British Government.

For instance, the purchasers of Ira-

nian oil have been dragged from one

court to another, and all means of

propaganda and diplomacy have

been employed in order to place il-

legal obstacles in the way of the sale

of Iranian oil. Although the Italian

and Japanese courts have declared

Iranian oil to be free and unencum-

bered, the British have not as yet

abandoned their unjust and unprin-

cipled activities.

Although it was hoped that during

Your Excellency's administration at-

tention of a more sympathetic char-

acter would be devoted to the Iranian

situation, unfortunately no change

seems thus far to have taken place in

the position of the American Govern-

ment.

In the message which the Secre-

tary of State sent me from Karachi,

he expressed regret that the efforts of

the United States to contribute to the

solution of the problem of compen-

sation had thus far been unsuccess-

ful. It should be recalled that the

Iranian Government was prepared to

pay the value of the former Com-
pany's properties in Iran in such

amount as might be determined by

the International Court of Justice.

It was also prepared to accept the

jurisdiction of the said court with

regard to the amount of compensa-

tion provided the British Govern-

ment would state the amount of its

claim in advance and that claim

would be within the bounds of rea-

son. Obviously the Iranian Govern-

ment also had certain claims against

the former Oil Company and the

British Government which would

have been presented at the time of

the hearing of the case.

The British Government, hoping to

regain its old position, has in effect

ignored all of these proposals.

As a result of actions taken by the

former Company and the British

CJovemment, the Iranian nation is

now facing great economic and po-

litical difficulties. There can be

serious consequences, from an inter-

national viewpoint as well, if this

situation is permitted to continue. If

prompt and effective aid is not given

this country now, any steps that

might be taken tomorrow to com-

pensate for the negligence of today

might well be too late.

We are of course grateful for the

aid heretofore granted Iran by the

Government of the United States.

This aid has not, however, been suffi-

cient to solve the problems of Iran

and to ensure world peace which is

the aim and ideal of the noble people

485



f 129 Public Papers of the Presidents

and of the Government of the United

States.

The standard of living of the Iran-

ian people has been very low as a

result of century-old imperialistic

policies, and it will be impossible to

raise it without extensive programs of

development and rehabilitation. Un-
fortunately the aid heretofore granted

has been in principle primarily of a

technical nature, and even in this re-

spect the assistance needed has not at

times been accorded. For example,

the Export-Import Bank which was

to have advanced Iran twenty-five

million dollars for use in the sphere

of agriculture did not do so because

of unwarranted outside interference.

The Iranian nation hopes that with

the help and assistance of the Ameri-

can Government the obstacles placed

in the way of sale of Iranian oil can

be removed, and that if the American

Government is not able to effect a

removal of such obstacles, it can

render effective economic assistance

to enable Iran to utilize her other

resources. This country has natural

resources other than oil. The ex-

ploitation of these resources would

solve the present difficulties of the

country. This, however, is impossi-

ble without economic aid.

In conclusion, I invite Your Ex-

cellency's sympathetic and responsive

attention to the present dangerous

situation of Iran, and I trust that you

will ascribe to all the points con-

tained in this message the importance

due them.

Please accept, Mr. President, the

assurance of my highest considera-

tion.

Dr. M. Mossadegh

The earlier correspondence re-

ferred to by the Prime Minister was

dated prior to the inauguration. This

exchange of messages was released on

July 1 1 and is published in the De-

partment of State Bulletin (vol. 29,

p. 76).

130 ^ Message to the President, AFL, and the

President, CIO, at the International Confederation

of Free Trade Unions Meeting in Stockholm.

July 9, 1953

[ Released July 9, 1953. Dated July 8, 1953 ]

YOUR MESSAGE on behalf of the American Trade Union

movement sent from the Third World Congress of the Inter-

national Confederation of Trade Unions is a splendid example of
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the contributions that free trade unionism is making to the cause

of freedom and justice ail over the world. The Government of

the U.S. shares wholeheartedly with you and your associates

your feelings about the workers of East Berlin who by their

heroism have demonstrated that totalitarianism has not extin-

guished the desire for freedom in the enslaved countries of Eastern

Europe. I can assure you that this govemment will study care-

fully the proposals you have outlined in your message with a view

to employing every peaceful means to lift the burdens of occupa-

tion from the German people.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The message from George trade unions, and for the liberation

Meany, President of the American of German workers imprisoned by

Federation of Labor, and Walter the Soviet authorities. It also called

Reuther, President of the Congress of for submission of a complaint to the

Industrial Organizations, dated July United Nations against violations of

6, was released with the President's human rights and freedom of associa-

reply. The message proposed that tion in Soviet occupied Germany,

the United States press for immedi- The President's message was trans-

ate negotiations for free elections in mitted through the American Am-
a united Germany, for the establish- bassador in Stockholm,

ment of free political parties and

131 ^ Letter to the Secretary ofAgriculture

Requesting a Study of the Problems of the Domestic

Wool Industry. July 9, 1953

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Today I have acted on the recommendation contained in your

letter of June 30, 1953, by requesting the United States Tariff

Commission to investigate the effects of wool imports on the

domestic wool price support program, as authorized under Sec-

tion 22 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933, as amended.

You know my concern and reluctance with respect to any
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measure which tends to hinder foreign trade. I profoundly be-

lieve that the security of our country and the cause of world peace

demand that we move toward freer and wider trade with friendly

foreign coimtries. I also believe that a real and permanent solu-

tion of the long-term wool problem can be found that is consistent

with the expansion of our foreign trade. Any such solution must,

in the interests of the United States, depend upon progressive

action on the domestic front leading toward a better product,

lower costs, and broader markets.

As a step in this direction, I believe it is desirable that this

investigation by the Tariff Commission be supplemented by a

broader study of the domestic factors which have contributed to

the decline in sheep numbers and wool production in the United

States. In this way we may be able, not only to alleviate an

inmiediate situation, but also contribute materially to the solution

of the more basic problems of the domestic wool industry. There-

fore, I request that the Department of Agriculture immediately

take appropriate steps to implement a comprehensive study of

this type. It is important that this project not only analyze the

retarding factors now at work with respect to United States wool

production, but also set forth constructive suggestions which will

promote the development of a sound and prosperous domestic

wool industry and at the same time permit an expanding foreign

trade.

In order that this study may be of value with respect to the

present situation, I request that the findings be available at least

in preliminary draft by the time the Tariff Commission makes its

report under Section 22. When completed, the study would be

submitted to the proposed Commission on Foreign Economic

Policy for its consideration.

A copy of my letter to the Chairman of the Tariff Commission

requesting an investigation of the wool situation under Section 22

is attached.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower
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note: The President's letter to the cision to be made as early as possible

Chairman of the Tariff Commission dming the 1953 wool marketing

was also released. It directed the season.

Commission to institute an investi- The Secretary of Agricultm*e's

gation and to report its findings and letter of June 30 was not made public

reconmiendations as promptly as by the White House.

practicable, in order to permit a de-

132 ^ Message to the National Go-Chairmen,

Commission on Religious Organizations, National

Conference of Christians and Jews. July 9, 1 953

Monsignor John A. O^Brien

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell

National Co-Chairmen, The Commission on Religious

Organizations

National Conference of Christians and Jews

New York, New York

I have received your telegram of today's date. I want you to

know at once that I fully share the convictions you state. The
issues here are clear. Generalized and irresponsible attacks that

sweepingly condemn the whole of any group of citizens are alien

to America. Such attacks betray contempt for the principles of

freedom and decency. And when these attacks—^whatever their

professed purpose be—condemn such a vast portion of the
churches or clergy as to create doubt in the loyalty of all, the dam-
age to our nation is multiplied.

If there be found any American among us, whatever his call-

ing, guilty of treasonous action against the state, let him legally
and properly be convicted and punished. This appKes to every
person, lay or clergy.

The churches of America are citadels of our faith in individ-
ual freedom and human dignity. This faith is the living source
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of all our spiritual strength. And this strength is our matchless

armor in our world-wide struggle against the forces of godless

tyranny and oppression.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : The message from the Na- synagogues. The message concluded

tional Co-Chairmen stated that the as follows: "We fully recognize the

sweeping attack on the loyalty of right of Congress to investigate the

Protestant clergymen and the charge loyalty of any citizen regardless of the

that they were the largest single office he may occupy, ecclesiastical or

group supporting the communist ap- otherwise. But destroying trust in

paratus was unjustified and deplor- the leaders of Protestantism, Catholi-

able. It further stated that the Presi- cism or Judaism by wholesale con-

dent was to be congratulated on his demnation is to weaken the greatest

recent warning against casting doubt American bulwark against atheistic

on the loyalty of the churches and materialism and communism."

133 ^ Statement by the President Upon Signing

Bill Concerning the Display of the Flag of the United

States. July lo, 1953

[ Released July lo, 1953. Dated July 9, 1953 ]

I HAVE TODAY approved S. 694, "To prohibit the display of

flags of international organizations or other nations in equal or

superior prominence or honor to the flag of the United States

except under specified circumstances, and for other purposes."

This measure is intended to prescribe rules of guidance for the

display of the flag of the United States when flown with the flag

of the United Nations or with any other national or international

flag.

Unfortunately, the wording of the bill is so arranged that it is

susceptible of interpretations which are not intended and which
would breach international usage. Only after reading the debate

upon this bill does it become clear that the intent of the Congress

is simply and correctly to assure that within the United States
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and its possessions the American flag is to be given its traditional

place of honor and prominence when flown with other flags.

Legislative history cannot be incorporated in the statute books.

Even if it could be, the other nations of the world could well

question why the language of these rules of guidance for the dis-

play of the flag is not direct, distinct, and free of ambiguity.

At this time, I can do no more than to assure the people of the

United States and the governments of other nations that this bill

is not intended to conflict with international usage or with the

flag codes of any nation or international organization, particularly

as they affect display of the flag of the United Nations. I am
requesting that the Department of State take whatever steps are

necessary to convey this assurance to other governments and to

international organizations.

At the same time, I want to express the hope that the Congress

will clarify the language of this bill. I believe that such action

is essential in the interest of international goodwill and comity.

I believe that it is also essential in the interest of maintaining

the clearest possible understanding of the importance which the

people of the United States attach to the American flag as their

national emblem.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: As enacted, S. 694. is Public Law 107, 83d Congress (67 Stat. 142)

.

134 ^ Statementby the President RegardingAid

for the People of the Soviet Zone of Germany.

July 10, 1953

CHANCELLOR ADENAUER has addressed to me a letter ask-

ing that the United States Government participate in aiding the

people of Eastern Germany whose food supply has been steadily

deteriorating.

I have been distressed to leam of the plight of the people of

491



^ 1 34 Public Papers of the Presidents

Eastern Germany. I have, therefore, replied to Chancellor

Adenauer informing him that this Government would join him in

making food available to the people of Eastern Germany. Simul-

taneously, I have instructed the American Charge d'Affaires in

Moscow to make an offer of food to be distributed in Eastern

Germany. I have directed the Secretary of State and the Mutual
Security Administrator to take steps to see that this food is made
available in Germany without delay. I have indicated to the

Soviet Government my confidence that practical ways for imme-
diate distribution can be developed so that the food shortages

afflicting the East German population may be alleviated quickly.

I invite the other nations of the free world to join us in this

action of aiding the people of Eastern Germany in this emergency.

note: The letter from Chancellor to the Charge d'Affaires in Moscow,

Adenauer appears in the note to Item was also released. The note, together

135. with the Soviet reply refusing the

The text of a U.S. note to the offer of food, is published in the De-

U.S.S.R., in the form of instructions partment of State Bulletin (vol. 29,

p. 68).

135 ^ Exchange of Letters Between the President

and ChancellorAdenauer of Germany Concerning

Aid for the People of the Soviet Zone.

July 10, 1953

My dear Mr. Chancellor:

The receipt of your letter of July 4, 1953, in which you out-

lined the serious situation existing in the Soviet Zone of Germany
concerning the supply of food for the population, has confirmed

reports which I have received from High Commissioner Conant

and which have been of considerable concern to me over the past

few weeks.

I am, therefore, anxious to respond affirmatively to your appeal

492



Dwight D. Eisenhower, IQ53 ^ 135

that this Government join you in aiding the people of East Ger-

many in this hour when many of those demonstrating are

demanding more food.

I have, therefore, today instructed the American Charge

d'Affaires in Moscow to offer the Soviet Government shipments

of food for distribution to the population of East Germany. I

have suggested that arrangements for the distribution be made

between the staffs of the United States and Soviet High Com-

missioners in Germany and that consideration be given to dis-

tribution through German religious institutions.

I sincerely hope that this effort on our part to relieve the

plight of the people in East Germany will be welcomed by the

Soviet Government.

Sincerely yours,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Chancellor Adenauer's letter

follows:

My dear Mr, President:

During recent months, I have dis-

cussed with Dr. Conant, the United

States High Commissioner for Ger-

many, on repeated occasions the

position of the population in the

Soviet-occupied zone. The Federal

Government watches with serious

apprehension the steadily increasing

political pressure to which the Ger-

mans living there are subjected.

Apart from that, the steadily deteri-

orating food supply in the Soviet-

occupied zone fills the Federal Gov-

ment with growing anxiety. It is

true that the events of 17 June 1953

have prompted the rulers of the So-

viet Zone to announce, in this par-

ticular field, certain relaxations, but

according to information received by

us, it is extremely doubtful whether

the Conmiunist rulers are actually

willing, or able, to fulfill these prom-

ises. Therefore, the food supply of

the Soviet Zone must continue to be

regarded as definitely endangered.

As it is, the Federal Government is,

unfortunately, unable to remove the

political pressure weighing upon the

people in the Soviet Zone. However,

it feels itself under an obligation to

do everything in its power to at least

protect the population from hunger

as far as this will be possible.

The Bundestag, too, dealt with

this question, during the last few

days and requested the Federal Gov-

ernment on I July by a resolution to

take all possible measures to ensure
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as speedily as possible an adequate ensure that these food supplies are

supply of food for the distressed So- used for the intended purpose,

viet Zone and East Berlin. I should much appreciate it if the

The Federal Gk)vemment, there- United States Government, too, were

fore, intends to make available funds prepared to participate in this aid

on a large scale for food supplies to action which is in the interest of the

be sent to the Soviet-occupied zone, entire Western world.

The churches and charitable organi- Sincerely yours,

zations will be entrusted with the im- Adenauer

plementation of this action so as to See also Item 134 and note.

136 ^ Letter to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives Transmitting a Proposed

Supplemental Appropriation for the Department

of Agriculture. July 15, 1953

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of

the Congress a proposed supplemental appropriation for the fiscal

year 1954 in the amount of $150,000,000 for the Department of

Agriculture.

The Congress is already aware of the urgent necessity for im-

mediate consideration of an appropriation of funds to implement

the administration bill which I have signed, providing additional

authority for emergency assistance to farmers and stockmen. The
cumulative effect of continued drought in the Southwest during

the past four years has created an unprecedented need for emer-

gency credit and feed, in order to prevent serious damage to a

major part of our agricultural economy.

I have been kept currently informed by the Secretary of Agri-

culture and through personal conferences with congressional lead-

ers and representatives of the livestock industry. As you know,

I have also made a personal inspection of the area and have met

with the Governors of the six States designated as drought-
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disaster areas. This firsthand knowledge of the problems involved

and the terrible consequences of the drought have impressed me
with the courage and self-reliance of the people in these areas and
their determination to work out their own salvation as fully as

they can. I am no less impressed with their desperate need for

help.

I wish to assure the Congress that the executive branch will

continue to employ fully the resources available in assisting in

the emergency. The States, local governments, and individuals

involved, however, should strive to do everything possible within

their power to overcome the situation and minimize the necessity

for Federal aid.

Details of the proposed supplemental appropriation are set

forth in the attached letter from the Director of the Bureau of

the Budget, with whose comments and observations thereon I

concur.

Respectfully yours,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The letter was addressed to is published in House Document 208
the Honorable Joseph W. Martin, Jr., (83d Cong., ist sess.)

.

Speaker of the House of Representa- A supplemental appropriation was
tives. The attachment, also released, approved July 31, 1953 {67 Stat.

297)-

137 ^ Message Recorded for the Third National

Boy Scout Jamboree. July 17,1 953

I AM VERY HAPPY to send greetings to all of you participating

in the Third National Boy Scout Jamboree. I should very much
like to be with you, for I recall, with real pleasure, my visit three

years ago, to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, where many of you at-

tended the Second National Jamboree on the Fourth of July.

It was a memorable experience. I shall never forget the en-

thusiasm and the spirit of dedication that seemed to fill the camp.
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I learned there a genuine lesson, in the meaning of brotherhood

and the spirit of united helpfulness.

Of course, the Boy Scout Movement continues to make progress.

It yearly enriches our nation, and contributes generously to the

economic, physical and spiritual resources of the country. So I

am particularly glad to send congratulations to all of you re-

sponsible for this great achievement.

Among you, at this Jamboree there are, I am told. Boy Scouts,

Explorers and Scout Leaders from every State in the Union, as

well as from Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico, in addition to

some sixteen other countries. Each of you will make new friends,

acquire new skills, appreciate new values.

And, in all likelihood, you will gain a new sense of the vastness

and complexities of this nation and of the world. But I am con-

fident that, in meeting and talking with your fellow scouts, you

will gain a renewed awareness of the need for cooperating

—

working together—^in our coimtry and in the world. Bonds of

common purpose and common ideals can unite people, even when

they come from the most distant and diverse places.

This is an important lesson, and even if you learn no other, you

will leave Irvine Ranch with a new wisdom.
I know that this will be a week filled with great memories for

all of you. Good luck to each of you and best wishes for every

success!

note: The message was delivered by at the Irvine Ranch, Newport Har-

transcription to the Jamboree held bor, Orange County, Calif.
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138 ^ Exchange of Letters Between the President

and ChancellorAdenauer Concerning the Soviet

Government's Refusal ToAdmit Food for the

People of East Germany. July 20, 1953

My dear Mr. Chancellor:

I share the regret expressed in your letter of July 13, 1953, at

the refusal of the Soviet Government to admit the food which the

United States Government offered the East German population

in response to your appeal of July 4.

Immediately after the receipt of Mr. Molotov's rejection of my
offer, I made it clear that the offer continues to stand and that

the food continues to be available. Since it is our joint purpose

to aid the people of Eastern Germany in spite of the obstacles

which the occupation authorities of that area have created, I

have directed the Secretary of State and the Director for Mutual

Security to place quantities of these foodstuffs at your disposal

for use in relieving the suffering of the people of Eastern Germany
in the best available manner.

At the same time, we shall continue to make clear to the Soviet

Government that the offer which was made on July 10, 1953,

was motivated solely by humanitarian impulses and that the food

is available if that Government wishes to permit its entrance into

the Soviet Zone of occupation.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The text of Chancellor Ade- the Soviet Zone through immediate

nauer's letter follows: and extensive deliveries of foodstxiffs

has touched me deeply. This spon-
Dear Mr. President:

^^^^^^^ demonstration of humane
Your letter of July loth has been readiness to help, which is in the best

conveyed to me through Ambassador traditions of the American people,

Conant. Your generous offer to re- has caused great joy in all of Ger-

lieve the want of the population of many and especially has given new
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hope and new courage to the people livery of foodstuffs should not as a

in the Soviet-occupied zone of Ger- result be withheld. On the con-

many. I should, therefore, like to trary, I wish to express the hope that

express to you, in the name not only the foodstuffs may be placed at the

of the Federal Government but also disposal of the Federal (Jovemment,

in the name of the entire German which for its part will do everything

people, my heartiest thanks. to make the food available in the

It is with regret that I have most effective way possible for reUef

learned that the Soviet Government of the suffering of the population who
has refused its cooperation in the re- have fallen into need as a result of

lief action which you had planned, the situation in the Soviet Zone.

I would like to request that the de- Adenauer

1 39 ^ Veto of Bill for the Relief of Fred P. Hines.

July 20, 1953

To the United States Senate:

I return herewith, without my approval, S. 152, "An Act For

the relief of Fred P. Hines."

The bill directs the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs to pay

to Mr. Fred P. Hines, the sum of $778.78, representing the

amount claimed as the cost of private hospital and medical

expenses incurred in 1948 in treating a disability not connected

with his active military service.

Mr. Hines served in the United States Army during the

Spanish-American War and was honorably discharged on

November 18, 1898. He did not incur a disability while in the

military service and he has not suffered any service-incurred

disability since then.

This veteran is eligible for medical care and hospitalization in a

Veterans' Administration hospital for conditions not of service

origin, provided facilities are available and he is unable to pay for

such care elsewhere. He has availed himself of Veterans' Ad-

ministration treatment on numerous occasions. On the occasion

in question he chose not to do so.
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The record, I believe, reasonably supports the conclusion that

this veteran had personal knowledge of the limiting rules and

policy governing his case. He was aware that they precluded

the Federal Government from assuming responsibility for the costs

of private care. In 1947, ^^ requested the Veterans' Adminis-

tration to pay a private hospital bill which he incurred for a

non-service-connected condition. By letter dated February 21,

1947, Mr. Hines was advised by the Veterans' Administration of

the denial of his claim for the reason that the expenses were

incurred for treatment of non-service-connected conditions.

Despite the legislative finding in the bill, the record establishes

that a medical emergency did not exist when Mr. Hines first

began to incur the private medical and hospital expenses in-

volved in his claim. In my judgment, no question of professional

or administrative malfeasance is involved.

The extenuating factors advanced in the Committee reports

for special legislation do not, I believe, present acceptable

grounds for equitable relief for Mr. Hines or the basis for excep-

tional and preferred treatment.

The plight of this elderly veteran provokes a spontaneous

desire to lighten his burden. Were this an insolated case, I would

have no hesitancy in approving this bill. But it is not. We have

twenty million veterans who are eligible for hospital care in

Federal hospitals under varying restrictive conditions. The prec-

edent that would be established by approval of this bill cannot

be dismissed. Many, many other cases have been denied similar

relief. The Veterans' Administration annually, by administra-

tive action, disallows more than 500 similar claims of Spanish-

American War veterans alone for reimbursement of medical and

hospital expenses based on equally justifiable reasons. The Vet-

erans' Administration estimates that the same kind of claims

filed annually by veterans of other wars aggregate several

thousand annually.

I believe that in a Federal program as large as the veterans'

hospital program it is particularly important to administer the
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laws and regulations uniformly and with special favor for none.

Yielding to compassion or special pleas would eventually destroy

the effectiveness of the program. The end result would be to

set aside the sound and desirable distinction between service-con-

nected and non-service-connected disability cases. From every

standpoint the choice presented by this bill is the same. If the

bill were to be approved, it would mean acceptance of the

premise that any veteran should be given the right to determine

when and where and under what circumstances he may commit

the Federal Government to the payment of private medical and

hospital expenses for non-service-connected disabilities. I believe

that the establishment of such a policy would be unsound and

indefensible.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

140 ^ Telegram Congratulating Ben Hogan.

July 21, 1953

Ben Hogan
City Hall

New York, N.Y.

Millions of Americans would like to participate with the New
Yorkers today who are extending their traditional welcome upon

your return from your magnificent victory. We are proud of you

not only as a great competitor and a master of your craft, but also

as an envoy extraordinary in the business of building friendship

for America. With best wishes to you and Mrs. Hogan.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The President's message was ning the British Open Golf Cham-

sent on the occasion of Ben Hogan's pionship at Carnoustie, Scotland,

return to the United States after win-

500



Dwight D. Eisenhower, ig53 ^ 141

141 ^ The President's News Conference of

7m/3;22, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Good morning. If I am late, I apologize.

The two items that I should say are of the most general interest

this morning come out of the Korean situation and out of East

Germany. There is very litde that I can add to the discussions

we have had before, so far as Korea is concemed. There remain,

of course, certain points of misunderstandings that create some

doubt, but I can only say that I am still hopeful and reasonably

confident that a reasonable armistice is to be signed soon. I don't

know exactlywhen; I wouldn't predict that.

On Germany, we saw the dispatches this morning that locally

the Soviet High Commissioner was resentful of our putting food

into Berlin.

I think it was on July loth that I said we would instantly put

$15 million worth of food there to help out. We asked no re-

muneration, no return, no exchange of goods. We just put it

there for humanitarian purposes; and, of course, it is difficult for

us to understand why they should object to that, where they have

any ground for objection to feeding hungry people.

I believe two shipments have actually gone, and I believe one

is to go about tomorrow, completing the first portion of what we
thought would be necessary for the relief of immediate hunger.

I regret that there is difficulty arising. But as you know, we put

it in the hands of Chancellor Adenauer himself, who was inter-

ested to get it over there and to deliver it, and it will still remain

available in West Berlin. There is food there and people come to

get it; so long as they are not prevented from coming to get it they

will continue to get it.

Now, those are the only two items that I thought of that I had

something to say about, so we will go right to the questions.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Others have re-

viewed and appraised your first 6 months in office. I wondered

501



^ 141 Public Papers of the Presidents

if you would have a go at it, and give us an estimate of the

situation?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I will tell you: certainly I wouldn't

want, in answer to a question, to take advantage of that to use up

the next 25 minutes in a long talk.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, Christian Science Monitor: We
wouldn't mind if you did,

THE PREsroENT. I would bc Completely deceitful if I tried to

pretend that everything that I thought we could have done in

this 6 months has been done. But after this tumover of authority

of last January—^it makes no difference on which side of the

political philosophy you yourself may believe, may exist, and may
belong—^you can see that there was a very, very great, almost

revolutionary activity necessary to pick up where others had left

off and to begin again. There were opposing policies and ideas

coming in after 20 years of another type of philosophy. Not al-

ways, though—and here I want to make this very clear—^not

always must we say that everything that has been done before

is wrong. I have never said that, and no reasonable man would;

but there are certain areas in which disagreement was obvious.

Now, you get new people, you get new ideas working, and you

find that frictions develop. In such a thing as the governmental

organization, we have two and a half million civilians. How can

you change people's thinking even when they may be only in an

important operational position? You have got to get policy

worked out so that two and a half million people can implement

it. It is a long, laborious process.

Then, of course, the party: either party that is in power is not

in itself a completely homogeneous whole; it is divided up into

different kinds of thinking on particular subjects, whether it be

foreign trade or taxes or revenues or whatever you are doing in

the proper functioning of a Federal government. You have these

differences; so trouble develops.

I personally believe that we must always think of government

as persons. You get a group of persons who are in the legislature
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and who are in the executive branch; and they try to work out,

hammer out on the anvil of logic and fact and statistics, certain

programs that they believe best for 157 million people and their

relationships with others in this world.

That is laborious, and it is slow. I personally believe this: if

it were accomplished too quickly—even if every change were for

the better—^if it were accomplished too quickly, it would be

wrong.

You cannot take a railroad and have a right angle turn in it,

a sharp right angle turn; you have to build a curve. Now, you

have to do that with such things as involve two and a half million

people. Great policies, great types of problems, fall upon that

government.

So all I am trying to say is that the change is gradual; it is

not so rapid as to be completely satisfying even to a person who,

I think, is as patient as I am; certainly I try to be patient.

But there has been progress made. I personally believe that

every day the people in this Government—and I am not re-

ferring now merely to one party—the people in the Government,

the executive and the legislative, are coming to see a little bit

closer eye to eye on the great important problems that affect the

United States of America.

That, to my mind, is progress. Because my job here, as I see

it, is not to create friction, not to accentuate differences, but to

bring people together so we can actually achieve progress, not to

be particularly dramatic or just to do something to get another

headline, but to get progress for the United States of America.

Now, in that sense—and that is a theory of gradualism, there

is no question about it—^we are making progress, but we have not

gone as fast as I should like. That is the sum total of it.

Q. Elizabeth Carpenter, Southwestern Newspapers: The
Little Rock, Arkansas, Gazette asked me if I would ask you to

comment on the extent, if any, that politics figured in the

declaration of drought disaster counties.

I think their question stems from the fact that the unsuccessful
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Republican candidate down there made a public statement say-

ing that if the people had had the foresight to elect him, some

of the Arkansas counties which were passed over for drought aid

would have been not passed over.

THE PRESIDENT. Well [Idughing], I am not going to get right-

eously indignant, but this is the first time I have heard the word

"politics" brought up in connection with that drought program.

Certainly I didn't go down there to talk to the Governors—

I

didn't ask them their politics, I didn't ask them who they favored

or anything else.

This is a question of people being in a pKght, and we are try-

ing to help them out. Anyone who raises the question of politics

is raising a question which I had not even heard of before, and

which I will not entertain now.

Q. Neal A. Stanford, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Presi-

dent, you spoke of certain points of misunderstanding on the

Korean truce. Are those points of misunderstanding with the

South Koreans or the North Koreans, and can you pinpoint the

differences?

THE PREsroENT, No, I Can't pinpoint them for this reason:

the whole arrangements to be made in the truce itself are still

in executive session. They are confidential and secret, and I will

not talk about anything that could be remotely interpreted as my
violating that particular thing.

Now, some of the misunderstandings with the south have been

put in the papers. There is no use reviewing those. There has

been a different approach springing, possibly, out of the different

locations of these people. But as far as the differences with the

north are concerned, they are on the secret basis, as I understand

it.

Q. Harry W. Frantz, South American Service, United Press:

I don't know if you have received enough reports yet from your

brother's mission that you wish to comment on. I have in mind

the fact that many countries gave a very elaborate and generous
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reception to your brother, and I thought you might make some

mention of it.

THE PRESIDENT. Onlythis: every country where he has visited

has then sent to me a file of cHppings, pictures, official reports,

and so on. So far as I can see, the trip is accomplishing every-

thing for which I hoped.

I am trying to pay a call, to pay my respects, and I am doing

it through the person of my brother, to all of these heads of the

South American states; to assure them in this fashion of our

interest in them, our recognition that we have in certain respects

a common fate, and we had better work it out together.

The reception accorded him makes me feel that they are look-

ing at it in the same way. I have had very little in the way of

detailed report from him, almost nothing.

Q. Felix Gotten, International News Service: Mr. President,

I have been asked to ask you certain questions about the Korean

matter. Not that I want to labor the thing, but there were re-

ports that a new message has been delivered to Mr. Rhee by

Mr. Briggs, and the Foreign Minister is quoted as saying that "the

South Korean Government considers the Robertson-Rhee agree-

ment broken, and we will not observe any implementation of the

armistice."

I just wondered if you cared to comment on that particular

phase of the matter?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I havc uo further comment that I think

of that I can make on Korea. I don't think it would be helpful.

I'm sorry.

Q, Richard L. Wilson, Gowles Publications: Something you

said in response to Mr. FoUiard's question brought this question

into my mind. A number of people have urged that you bring

some discipline into the Republican Party by cracking down on

McGarthy. In here you have previously said that your objective

was not to create friction but to bring people together.

I wonder if that remark could be made to apply to your philos-

ophy regarding Senator McGarthy?
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THE PRESIDENT. I iHust remind you again that I never deal

in my statements, to you or to anyone else, in terms of personalities,

and I don't now.

I merely say that if a democracy, with all of its different view-

points and approaches to our various problems, is going to make
progress, someone has to take on the onerous job of trying to

search out, analyze, and bring together the majority of view, or

what you might call the bulk of public opinion, and get it trans-

lated into law where necessary, into regulation, or into policy.

You cannot get ahead merely by indulging extremist views

and listening to them. What do they bring? They don't bring

majority action.

What I am trying to do is to get what I believe to be the com-

monsense approach of America to its various problems, to get

them implemented and to get ahead.

Now, where I have to go into opposition to any person, I try

to do it on the basis of principles, on the basis of utter convictions,

on the basis of my own conscience. I am not going to take time,

either in public or private, to question the motives of anybody

else; that is between him and someone else, not between him
and me.

I am going to stand for what I believe to be right. If that is

found to be in opposition to what someone else says, publicly or

privately, then that is too bad; but that is what I am going to

stand for. So, I am not going to do it through terms of

personalities.

Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times: Mr. Sam Raybum, the

House Democratic leader, told the House yesterday that he hoped

before they had to pass on the bill limiting oil imports, on a bill

establishing a quota for oil imports, that they would get the ad-

vantage of your views. Would you like to say what you think

about limiting oil imports?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, you kuow, by and large, I believe we
have got to have freer trade in the world. I believe we are
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particularly anxious that all of our Western Hemisphere friends

prosper.

When we begin to apply these types of beliefs to this question

of limiting oil imports, why, I may have in the long run to change

my opinions a little bit. I think that I wouldn't want to do it,

certainly, from the Western Hemisphere.

Now, that is just shooting from the hip, and without the ad-

vantage of talking to my advisers on it; but I certainly—^in the

Western Hemisphere—don't think we should indulge in it yet.

Q. Glenn M. Green, Jr., McGraw-Hill Publications: Mr.

President, I believe that question related to the so-called second

Simpson bill, which is about to be brought up in the House. Do
you believe, Mr. President, that that bill in any way conflicts

with your previously expressed position on trade and trade policy?

THE PRESIDENT. I personally don't want to change the laws

under which we are operating until we have had this opportunity

under the year's extension of the Reciprocal Trade Act to study

it absolutely.

With respect to this question and the previous one, I would be

foolish to pretend to a profound knowledge of all of these things.

Someone comes in and presents one viewpoint, someone else

another; it takes a long time to get these varied viewpoints and

arguments analyzed, put together, and reach what you can call

a stated policy. So on neither question do I have an irrevocable

policy.

I do just believe, in general, we should be given now the chance

to continue the existing arrangements until we can study it through

the finest body of people we can put together.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: The House Ap-

propriations Committee has voted to cut the foreign-aid funds

by a billion dollars. Do you believe that the program can operate

successfully under those circumstances?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mr. Arrowsmith, of course, I have never
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tried to fix an exact dollar level as indicative of the worthwhile-

ness or the destruction of a policy.

Now, I want to make this clear: I have been around the

fringes, at least, of this problem for a long time. I have never

looked upon what we now call MSA as giveaway programs.

Everything I do in my present office, and what I did before, was

approached basically from this viewpoint: where lies the en-

lightened self-interest of the United States? And when I find

that that leads me inevitably into the conclusion that we must

have strong worthwhile alliances with other people in the world,

then I look to see how we can establish those alliances and main-

tain what I call collective security.

To my mind—and this is the way I approached the determina-

tion of the amount of money in that MSA appropriation—I put

it right square alongside our own security program, because I

think that is exactly where it belongs.

We are looking at the position of the United States in the free

world, its ability to establish collective security, which means its

own security; and those two should be viewed together.

So, at least I want to say this: when we go at that program,

I don't think merely of how much are we cutting here and there;

how are we affecting the security and the position of the United

States ofAmerica, that is the way I look at it.

Now, I think, and I have been doing a lot of studying on it, I

think that cut is too heavy.

Q. Frederic W. Collins, Providence Journal: Mr. President,

this goes back to some of the questions on foreign-trade legislation.

Could you tell us whether you yourself favor the innovation of a

partisan majority on the Tariff Commission?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't think you mean to load your

question, but no one ever before put it to me in terms of partisan

majority.

The only time it was put up to me was that people in the

Government, including Congress, had gotten impatient by the

fact that stalemates took place over there, which kept a subject
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so long that you could not really force it out of that Commission.

I accepted the solution of adding an individual, from one side or

the other.

Now, I never thought of it as a partisan thing. I was perfectly

ready to take one fewer. It is something, all right, that raised

more sound and fury than I had anticipated, because I looked

at it probably not as deeply as I should have. That may be so;

but at the time it was proposed, it looked to me like merely a

way of putting some decisiveness in a board in which I had heard

there had been indecision.

Q, Ray L. Schcrer, National Broadcasting Company : Sir, may
we have permission to quote you directly on your reply to Mr.

FoUiard's question on the 6 months' review?

THE PREsroENT. Oh, uo, I think not. You might take a sen-

tence or two, and take it to Mr. Hagerty; but I tkink if we start

that, then I would have to come over to see you with written docu-

ments, and I don't think any of you would want me to do that.

Q. [Speaker unidentified] : Mr. President

THE PRESIDENT. I just fccl—cxcusc mc ouc sccoud ; and I ap-

preciate your due consideration, because I am warm, too—but

I just feel that we had better keep these on the informal basis

on which we started, or we are likely to suffer in the long run.

Edwin Dayton Moore, United Press: Thank you, Mr.

President.

note: President Eisenhower's four- 10:32 to 10:53 o'clock on Wcdnes-

tccnth news conference was held in day nnoming, July 22, 1953. ^^ ^^'

the Executive Ofiicc Building from tendance: 141.

142 ^ Statement by the President on a Proposed

Amendment to the Constitution Relating to

Treaties. July 22, 1953

SENATOR KNOWLAND has today introduced a resolution to

amend the Constitution of the United States. Its purpose is to
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assure that treaties entered into by the President and consented

to by at least two-thirds of the Senate in behalf of the United

States shall not override the Constitution. It provides that

treaties and executive agreements shall not violate the Consti-

tution, and that the courts may so declare; that in the future the

Senate shall vote on treaties by recorded yeas and nays as is the

case now with a vote on overriding a veto; and that the Senate

may in each instance, when considering the ratification of a

treaty, if it so determines, provide that it shall not be effective as

internal law save by congressional action.

This resolution has my unqualified support.

Under our form of Government, the President has the duty to

conduct foreign affairs. Every American knows this to be our

traditional policy which has functioned so well during the life-

time of our Republic.

While I have opposed other amendments which would have

had the effect of depriving the President of the capacity neces-

sary to carry on negotiations with foreign governments, I am glad

to support the Knowland Amendment for it confirms that this

Presidential power cannot be used contrary to the Constitution.

All action of the President, either domestically or in foreign

relations, must be within and pursuant to constitutional authority.

Consequently I am unalterably opposed to any amendment which

would change our traditional treaty making power orwhich would

hamper the President in his constitutional authority to conduct

foreign affairs. Today, probably as never before in our history

it is essential that our country be able effectively to enter into

agreements with other nations.

As President I have taken an oath to defend the Constitution.

I therefore oppose any change which will impair the President's

traditional authority to conduct foreign affairs. Senator Wiley

and others who have joined in the defense of these constitutional

powers so important to the integrity and safety of our nation, are

entitled to commendation and support for their efforts.

It is my belief that the reassurances contained in the Knowland
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Amendment meet all legitimate demands that have been made
in this field of foreign relations.

1 43 ^ Letter to the Chairman, Senate

Appropriations Committee, on the Mutual Security

Program. July 2<^, 1953

[ Released July 23, 1953. Dated July 22, 1953 ]

Dear Mr, Chairman:

I wish to bring to your urgent attention my deep concern

with the Mutual Security Appropriations now before you for

consideration.

This program and these appropriations directly involve the

security of our own Nation. The program is specifically directed

toward strengthening the collective security of the free nations

—

in which the safety of our Nation is inescapably involved. The
sums requested were carefully worked out in connection with,

and as an inseparable part of, our entire security program com-

prising the United States military forces and the Atomic Energy

Commission. By strict rescreening, they were reduced one-third

from those requested in the budget of the outgoing Administration.

Our country must exercise constructive and courageous leader-

ship, for its own sake as well as for the sake of the other free

nations. Invariably, if leadership falters in the face of grave

danger in a complex situation, the result is disastrous. The
amounts now in the Mutual Security Program have already been

reduced and vigorously rescreened; deep cuts will certainly be

received, on both sides of the Iron Curtain, as evidence of

faltering.

As you know, I have never taken the attitude that an exact

dollar in this program marks the difference between success or

failure. But it is my conviction that grave consequences would

follow from a major cut below the requested amounts carefully
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scrutinized and unanimously approved by my key advisers, in-

cluding the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and

the Secretary of Defense, as well as the Director for Mutual

Security.

The funds requested for military assistance are indeed large.

They are large because that is the size of the threat before us.

They are large because the implements of military strength are

not cheap.

It must be remembered, however, that our funds are exceeded

by much larger funds expended by our NATO and other allies

themselves. Our tanks, planes, ships, and ammunition are essen-

tial if we are to take advantage of the readiness of other nations

throughout the world to join together with us in a firm posture of

strength. Across the world—from the impressive buildup of

military strength in NATO, to the bitter fighting against Com-
munist forces in Indo-China—^we have allies who rely on us to

provide certain missing ingredients in their military strength.

We must not slow down the momentum of strength and growing

unity.

I realize that these military assistance appropriations involve

a substantial question of judgment as to the necessary amount

of "lead time" that must be allowed to permit delivery of equip-

ment on schedule in the future, and that this lead time allowance

has an important effect in the amount to be appropriated in any

one year. I know from first-hand observation that the lead time

required in almost every case—the building up of a division in

Turkey, or a jet squadron in Norway, or an armored unit in

France—has been a very long one. The emphasis in our pro-

gram on major items of equipment, such as aircraft and ships,

and the volume of our very important offshore procurement re-

quire a relatively large amount of lead-time financing. This

necessary equipment-pipeline accounts for the large amounts of

carry-over funds in this program, as reflected in my request.

I have requested these funds only to meet demonstrated mili-

tary requirements, including only essentials for forces that our
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allies are now in process of raising, training, and maintaining to

receive this military equipment. The responsible members of

this Administration have proven their alertness in identifying

possible savings; we have reported these savings to the Congress,

and we have made full allowance for them in our request. This

Administration will continue to exercise that same care in the

management of funds, and will take every advantage of oppor-

tunity to economize in the use of funds with which they are

entrusted.

I wish also to emphasize the importance of economic and tech-

nical assistance for the Near East, for India and Pakistan, for

Latin America, and for the Far East, where it is vital that the

people see evidence of improved conditions of living flowing from

freedom and independent sovereignty as contrasted to totalitarian

methods. And I place great value on the work of the United

Nations International Children's Emergency Fund, with its co-

operative approach by many nations in the interest of children

of many areas of the world, and on the related United Nations

Technical Assistance Program, which brings to the people of the

underdeveloped areas concrete evidence that the United Nations

is actively assisting their quest for economic progress. These

programs, many of which require only modest amounts of money,

are an integral part of our program for America's security.

This is a program for building strength. Evidence is beginning

to appear in many parts of the world of the success that comes

from a firm foreign policy backed by growing strength and unity

on the part of the free nations. This, of all times, is not a moment
to hesitate. It is, above all, a time to make more strong and

effective our relationships with all other free peoples, a moment
to help speed the mom.entum of their growing strength.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The letter was addressed to Appropriations. The appropriation

the Honorable Styles Bridges, Chair- act was approved August 7, 1953 (^7

man of the Senate Committee on Stat. 478).
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144 ^ Statementby the President on the National

Security TrainingCommission and on Military

Manpower Policies. July 23, 1953

I HAVE NOMINATED to the United States Senate Julius Ochs

Adler, Warren Atherton and Dr. Karl T. Compton to fill the

vacancies now existing on the National Security Training

Commission.

The National Security Training Commission was created by

Public Law 51, 82nd Congress, to study and submit National

Security Training plans and exercise civilian control over such a

program. The three gentlemen whose names I have submitted

to the Senate, serving with the two military members, Lieutenant

General Raymond S. McLain (ret.) and Admiral Thomas C.

Kinkaid (ret. ) , will complete the membership of this Commission.

Upon his confirmation by the Senate, I shall designate Mr. Adler

to be Chairman.

I am requesting the Commission to submit to me not later than

December i, 1953, a report which shall include, but not be lim-

ited to, (i) an examination of inequities in the present method

of securing men for our Armed Forces' reserves and the burdens

imposed, with suggestions to remedy these inequities; (2) the

feasibility and desirability of operating a military training pro-

gram to supply trained non-veteran reserves while at the same

time continuing induction for service; and (3) the relationship

of such a program to the building of a strong and equitable citizen

reserve sufficiently advanced in training to permit regular forces

to expand rapidly from peace strength to war strength. I am
also requesting the Office of Defense Mobilization to submit to me
by December i, 1953, a definitive report on the availability of

manpower to operate simultaneously a military training program

and supply our active duty military personnel, including an analy-

sis of the impact of such a program on our requirements for agri-

cultural, scientific, professional, technical and skilled personnel.
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I am confident that it is the will of this nation that the respon-

sibilities for its defense should be shared as equally as possible

by all of its citizens.

And yet, as our veterans of Korea return home they find them-
selves under legal compulsion to shoulder a six-year reserve obli-

gation. Our only effective military reserve imder this present

system is—and apparently will remain—composed almost wholly

of men who have already served the nation in the Korean War,
World War II, or both.

I also find that under the present system thousands of our young
men have not yet assumed any military obligation to our country.

Men who have not been inducted for Korea not only escape the

ordeals of that conflict. They also undertake no reserve

obligation.

Thus our system requires our soldier of today also to carry the

future national defense burden ahead of the man who has re-

ceived no training, has done no service, and has assumed no re-

serve obligation.

These inequities appear to me to directly contravene some of

the most basic principles of our society.

I have had doubts, and have voiced them publicly, that suffi-

cient manpower would be available to supply our active-duty

military personnel requirements and a military training program
at the same time. I have, however, reviewed our manpower data
in the light of the recent reduction in the size of the standing

forces, and I am hopeful that the studies I have requested of this

matter can produce suggested remedies for the inequities which
have long characterized our military manpower policies.

note: The Commission's report is serve Forces Training Program"
entitled "20th Century Minutemen, (Government Printing Office, 1954).
a Report to the President on a Re- See also Item 7 in the 1954 volume,

this series.
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145 ^ Statement by the President Upon

AppointingMembers of the Second Hoover

Commission. July 24, 1953

THE FORMER PRESIDENT of the United States has once

again placed his great talents at the disposal of the government,

and I am sure that I speak for the people of the nation as I take

this occasion to thank him publicly for responding to this call to

duty.

The government is fortunate that Mr. Farley has likewise

agreed to help the Commission in its work. His knowledge of

government and its functions will be of inestimable value to the

tremendous task confronting the Commission.

note: The act establishing the Com- lie representatives, and had desig-

mission on Organization of the nated the Attorney General, Herbert

Executive Branch of the Government Brownell, and the Director of the

(Second Hoover Commission) was Office of Defense Mobilization,

approved by the President on July Arthur S. Flemming, as representa-

10, 1953 {67 Stat. 142). On July 24 tives of the executive branch. Addi-

the White House announced that the tional members were appointed by

President had appointed Herbert the President of the Senate and the

Hoover and James A. Farley as pub- Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives.

146 ^ Letter to ChancellorAdenauer of Germany

Concerning the Uprisings in East Berlin and East

Germany. July 25, 1953

[ Released July 25, 1953. Dated July 23, 1953 ]

My dear Mr. Chancellor:

During the development of the conversations between the U.S.

Secretary of State and the Foreign Ministers of Great Britain and

France, it occurred to me that it might be helpful if I were to
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write you a letter in amplification of the thoughts so tightly

compressed in the final communique.

It seems to me that certain definite patterns are emerging from

the situation in East Germany and the Eastern European satellite

countries—patterns which will unquestionably have a profound

effect upon the future, including the proposed meeting of the

Foreign Ministers of the Four Powers.

I think, therefore, that it will be useful for me to share my
thoughts with you in some detail at this time.

Great historical developments, such as the recent Berlin and

East German anti-Communist demonstrations, rarely have single

roots. Nevertheless, I am quite certain that future historians,

in their analysis of the causes which will have brought about the

disintegration of the Communist Empire, will single out those

brave East Germans who dared to rise against the cannons of

tyranny with nothing but their bare hands and their stout hearts,

as a root cause. I think also that those same historians will

record your own extraordinary steadfastness in the cause of

European peace and freedom over many, many years.

In analyzing these recent developments, there appear to be five

points of greatest significance.

First, this eruption against Communist oppression was spon-

taneous. I know that I need not go into any elaborate denial with

you of the fantastic explanation put out by Moscow that the up-

rising was caused by American provocateurs. No provocateur

of any nationality can persuade human beings to stand up in

front of rumbling tanks with sticks and stones. Such action comes
from the heart and not from any foreign purse.

Second, this uprising was not just a momentary flash of despera-

tion. The continuing news of disorders in Eastern Germany indi-

cates a fundamental and lasting determination to be fully and

finally free, despite long years of stern Sovietization.

Third, nowhere were the rioters "bourgeois reactionaries" or

"capitalist warmongers." They were workers. Therefore, the

martyrs who fell before Russian Communist guns were the very
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same workers in whose name the Kremlin has falsely and cynically

built their empire of oppression, their far-flung "workers*

paradise.'*

Fourth, the fact of the uprising, the conduct of the German
Communist leaders during the event and their actions since the

event, all indicate the complete political bankruptcy of the SED.
Fifth, and to me of utmost significance, when the riots devel-

oped in the Russian sector of Berlin, the workers' chant was, "We
want free elections." In this phrase, the people clearly and simply

sunmied up their yeaming for the alleviation of their grievances

and sufferings.

The combination of these five facts actually forms the back-

ground for that portion of the July 15 Foreign Ministers' com-
munique dealing with German unification and free elections.

And the communique itself, as you know, is actually the diplo-

matic confirmation of your own earlier statements, of my June
26 cable to you, and most important, of the Resolution of the

German Bundestag of June 10.

For the past many months there have been endless arguments

and debates on both sides of the Atlantic over the respective priori-

ties of such words and phrases as "unification," "peace treaty,"

"free elections," "withdrawal of occupation troops," etc.

It has always seemed to me—and these recent events, to me at

least, clearly confirm the thought—that there can be no solution

without free elections and the formation of a free all-German

government, leading to unification. From that point on can flow

a logical, orderly sequence of events, culminating in an honorable

peace treaty and the re-emergence of a new united German Re-

public, dedicated to the welfare of its own people, as a friendly

and peaceful member of the European family of nations.

To this first step of free elections, the Government of the United

States will continue to lend the full force of its political, diplo-

matic, and moral support.

There are sincere people in Germany, in the nations of Western

Europe, and even in my own country, who have come to believe
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that free elections, and therefore the unification of Germany, con-

tradict and possibly exclude the concept of the European Defense

Community which has been ratified by both your Houses of

Parliament and is now before your Constitutional Court. I do

not and have never accepted this theory that the EDC and uni-

fication of Germany are mutually exclusive. Quite the contrary.

As the three Foreign Ministers stated at the conclusion of their

recent meeting in Washington, since the European community

corresponds to the lasting needs of its members and their people

for peace, security and welfare, it is looked upon as necessary in

itself and not linked up with existing international tensions.

It has long been my conviction that the strengthening of the

Federal Republic, through adoption of the EDC, the contractual

agreements and further progress in the integration of Western

Europe, can only enhance the prospects for the peaceful unifica-

tion of Germany, by increasing the attractive power of this pros-

perous Western Germany vis-a-vis the Soviet Zone, an attractive

power which has already been demonstrated by the steady stream

of refugees in recent months, as well as the demonstrations which

began on June 17. This increasing contrast between Western

and Eastern Germany, the latter with its bankrupt regime and

impoverished economy, will in the long run produce conditions

which should make possible the liquidation of the present Com-
munist dictatorship and of the Soviet occupation.

While a future all-German Government must obviously be free

to choose the degree to which it wishes to enter into defensive and

other arrangements compatible with the principles of the United

Nations, I can hardly imagine that it would seek the path of com-

plete and premature disarmament in the presence of other nations

still heavily armed. I believe this is a matter worthy of serious

attention. Those who in Germany believe they can suggest an

easy, safe solution through defenseless neutralization should care-

fully ponder the true wisdom and safety of such a course.

Speaking for America, and I believe the rest of the free world

share this view, I can say that there has been enough bloodshed
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and enough misery and enough destruction in the past fifty years,

to deter any people or any Government of the West from any

ideas of military aggression. But the peace we all so dearly seek

cannot be maintained through weakness. EDO will be the sim-

plest, most unequivocal, and most self-evident demonstration of

strength for peace.

No one can foretell what the unfolding months will bring, but

it can certainly be said that the workers of Berlin's Soviet Sector

and the workers of East Germany, with the workers of Czecho-

slovakia, have started something that will have an important

place on the pages of history. May the concluding chapter of

that history record the reemergence of freedom, of peace, and of

happiness.

With kindest personal regard.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The final communique of the Great Britain and France is published

conversations of the Secretary of in the Department of State Bulletin

State with the Foreign Ministers of (vol. 29, p. 104).

147 ^ Radio and Television Address to the

American People Announcing the Signing of the

Korean Armistice. July 26, 1953

[ Broadcast from the White House at lO p.m. ]

My fellow citizens:

Tonight we greet, with prayers of thanksgiving, the official

news that an armistice was signed almost an hour ago in Korea.

It will quickly bring to an end the fighting between the United

Nations forces and the Communist armies. For this Nation the

cost of repelling aggression has been high. In thousands of homes

it has been incalculable.. It has been paid in terms of tragedy.

With special feelings of sorrow—and of solemn gratitude

—

v/e
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think of those who were called upon to lay down their lives in

that far-off land to prove once again that only courage and

sacrifice can keep freedom alive upon the earth. To the widows

and orphans of this war, and to those veterans who bear disabling

wounds, America renews tonight her pledge of lasting devotion

and care.

Our thoughts turn also to those other Americans wearied by

many months of imprisonment behind the enemy lines. The
swift return of all of them will bring joy to thousands of families.

It will be evidence of good faith on the part of those with whom
we have signed this armistice.

Soldiers, sailors, and airmen of 16 different countries have stood

as partners beside us throughout these long and bitter months.

America's thanks go to each. In this struggle we have seen the

United Nations meet the challenge of aggression—^not with pa-

thetic words of protest, but with deeds of decisive purpose. It

is proper that we salute particularly the valorous armies of the

Republic of Korea, for they have done even more than prove

their right to freedom. Inspired by President Syngman Rhee,

they have given an example of courage and patriotism which

again demonstrates that men of the West and men of the East

can fight and work and live together side by side in pursuit of a

just and noble cause.

And so at long last the carnage of war is to cease and the

negotiations of the conference table is to begin. On this Sab-

bath evening each of us devoutly prays that all nations may come
to see the wisdom of composing differences in this fashion before,

rather than after, there is resort to brutal and futile battle.

Now as we strive to bring about that wisdom, there is, in this

moment of sober satisfaction, one thought that must discipline

our emotions and steady our resolution. It is this: we have won
an armistice on a single battleground—^not peace in the world.

We may not now relax our guard nor cease our quest.

Throughout the coming months, during the period of prisoner

screening and exchange, and during the possibly longer period
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of the political conference which looks toward the unification of

Korea, we and our United Nations Allies must be vigilant against

the possibility of untoward developments.

And as we do so, we shall fervently strive to insure that this

armistice will, in fact, bring free peoples one step nearer to their

goal of a world at peace.

My friends, almost 90 years ago, Abraham Lincoln at the end
of a war delivered his second Inaugural Address. At the end of

that speech he spoke some words that I think more nearly express

the true feelings of America tonight than would any other words

ever spoken or written. You will recall them:

"With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness

in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to

finish the work we are in ... to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all

nations."

This is our resolve and our dedication.

148 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Concerning Increased Aid for the Republic of

Korea. July 27, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

The signing of the truce in Korea makes it imperative that the

United States immediately initiate a program of expanded aid to

the Republic of Korea to assist in its rehabilitation and economic

support. Such a program, affecting the whole future of the Re-

public of Korea, must extend over several years, and I shall make
further recommendations concerning that program to the Con-

gress at its next session.

At this time I urge upon the Congress the passage of interim

legislation which will authorize the President to use, for the re-

habilitation and economic support of the Republic of Korea, a

sum up to 200 million dollars from the savings in expenditures in
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the Department of Defense that result from the cessation of

hostilities.

The need for this action can quickly and accurately be measured

in two ways. One is the critical need of Korea at the end of three

years of tragic and devastating warfare. The second is the oppor-

tunity which this occasion presents the free world to prove its

will and capacity to do constructive good in the cause of freedom

and peace.

The extent of devastation suffered by the people and the econ-

omy of Korea is staggering. Since the outbreak of war in 1950,

I million South Koreans have been killed. More than 2/2 mil-

lions have become homeless refugees. Five million depend in

whole or in part upon relief to stay alive. Property destruction

exceeds i billion dollars. This colossal economic disaster has

made all the more remarkable the courage and magnitude of the

Republic of Korea's military effort.

This government has been constantly aware that all that has

been won by this valiant struggle could be imperilled and lost

by an economic collapse. Poverty and despair could inflict

wounds beyond the power of enemy guns. Knowing this, we and

our allies, throughout the period of hostilities, took necessary

measures to keep the Korean economy from buckling under the

strain. We were able, through Defense appropriations, to meet

minimum relief needs and to contain the threats of disease and

unrest. We contributed important support to the program of

the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency. We pro-

vided important incidental benefits to the Korean economy

through payments to the Republic of Korea for the local currency

requirements of our military forces.

But these measures cannot suffice. They were necessarily de-

signed to meet the immediate exigencies of fighting a war. They

cannot be expected either to meet the huge total cost of this effort

or to set the foundation for a healthy peacetime economy.

The facing of these needs has been the subject of the most care-

ful study. I directed that a first-hand survey of them be under-
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taken in Korea more than three months ago. The completed

survey has been reviewed by the National Security Council. On
the basis of its analysis and recommendation, I am convinced

that the security interests of the United States clearly indicate the

need to act promptly not only to meet immediate relief needs but

also to begin the long-range work of restoring the Korean economy

to health and strength.

While this program is geared to meeting simply indispensable

needs, its precise shape in the future must to some extent be

governed by future events. It must take account of the fact

that our objectives in Korea are not completely attained so long

as Korea remains divided; and the assistance now proposed is

carefully designed to avoid projects which would prove value-

less in a united country. The implementation of the program

will depend upon the continued cooperation of the Government

of the Republic of Korea with the United States and the United

Nations Command.
There is, as I have said, a second fact beyond the desperate

need of Korea which, I believe, must govem our action at this

time. It is the chance—and the need—^for the free peoples to

give clear and tangible testimony to their awareness that true

peace means more than the simple absence of war. It means

moral and material health. It means political order and eco-

nomic progress. It means the living hope, in the hearts of all

peoples, that tomorrow can bring a more just, a more free, a more

productive life than today.

No people on earth has proved more valiantly than the people

of Korea their right to hold and cherish this hope. Ours is the

task to help and nourish this hope—for the sake of one brave

people, and for the sake of all peoples who wait and watch to

see if free men can be as wise in the ways of peace as they have

proved courageous in the ways of war.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The interim legislation re- ized by the act approved August 7,

quested by the President was author- 1953 (^7 Stat. 425)

.
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149 ^ Veto of Bill Pertaining to Improvements to

Two Business Properties in the District of Columbia.

J^h 29. 1953

To the House of Representatives:

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 3087, "To
authorize the Board of Commissioners of the District of Columbia

to permit certain improvements to two business properties situated

in the District of Columbia,"

The two properties involved, owned by private corporations,

are occupied as gasoline filling stations, in a residential use district.

Under the zoning regulations promulgated pursuant to the Act

of March i, 1920, as amended by the Act of June 20, 1938, the

two stations may be continued as such in the category of non-

conforming uses because they were in existence prior to the enact-

ment of the zoning statute. However, except under certain

conditions, these nonconforming uses cannot be physically ex-

tended, enlarged, or improved. At present there are approxi-

mately five thousand nonconforming uses in the District of

Columbia. We should not single out two of these and provide

benefits for them which cannot be enjoyed by any of the other

many nonconforming uses.

In addition to its discriminatory nature, the bill would adversely

alter the basis of comprehensive planning in the District. The
city of Washington was planned with great care. However, be-

fore control of land use under a comprehensive plan was adopted

in 1920, many uses grew up that did not harmonize with any

orderly plan for the Nation's Capital. Although the zoning act

permitted continuation of these nonconforming uses under uni-

form regulations, it was plainly intended to prevent changes

which might perpetuate or magnify the adverse effects of these

uses.

The bill would subvert both the purposes of the zoning act

and the objectives of the comprehensive plan for the Nation's
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Capital by sanctioning the practice of "spot zoning." It consti-

tutes an invitation for further exceptions which, if enacted into

law, would frustrate comprehensive planning and make impossible

the orderly development of the Federal city.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

150 ^ Message Recorded for Use in Connection

With the Observance of National Vegetable Week.

July 30, 1953

I AM HAPPY to have been asked to participate in this observance

of National Vegetable Week.

Nowhere else in the world are people fed so well—or in such

great variety as here in the United States.

The number of different vegetables available to the average

housewife insures this variety. And the huge amounts of food

produced by our vegetable farmers assure people in great por-

tions of the world that they will not go hungry.

On the personal side, it happens that I was once a small opera-

tor in the business of raising and selling vegetables.

The first money I ever earned was the result of a venture of

this kind—55 years ago. From that day to this, I've felt that the

production of vegetables is filled with challenge and interest. IVe
tried it in such widely separated places as Fort Myer, Virginia,

in Europe, and in the State of Washington.

I am particularly happy, therefore, to salute the great army of

American vegetable growers during this special week in their

honor. My best wishes go to all of them.
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151 ^ Statementby the President on the

Responsibility of the United States Information

Agency. Jm/); 30, 1953

OUR OVERSEAS information service never carried a heavier

responsibility than it does now. The service must clearly and

factually present to the world the policies and objectives of the

United States. It is not enough for us to have sound policies,

dedicated to goals of universal peace, freedom, and progress.

These policies must be made known to and imderstood by all

peoples throughout the world. That is the responsibility of the

new United States Information Agency.

note: The President's statement was tion of Theodore C. Streibert as the

made on the occasion of the nomina- Agency's first Director.

152 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Requesting Legislation Raising the Debt Limit.

July 30, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

The Administration in cooperation with the Congress has

moved promptly and vigorously to reduce earlier recommenda-

tions for appropriations for the fiscal year 1953-54 by about $13
billion and to reduce the prospective deficit by about one-half.

However, operations for the fiscal year just ended have pro-

duced a deficit of $9.4 billion. In addition, the Government on

June 30th was faced with $81 billion of appropriations authoriz-

ing expenditures for which the money must be provided as the

bills are presented from time to time.

Despite our joint vigorous efforts to reduce expenditures, it

is inevitable that the public debt will undergo some further

increase.
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On June 30th last the public debt was $266 billion. To meet

the Government's cash requirements for this current quarter it

was necessary to borrow over $6 billion in July, bringing the na-

tional debt now to over $272 billion. To meet necessary expendi-

tures and to maintain a safe working balance of funds it will be

necessary to borrow more money before the next session of the

Congress. This will carry the debt above the present legal limit

of $2 75 billion.

Under present circumstances, the existing statutory debt limit

is so restrictive that it does not allow the financial operating leeway

necessary to conduct the government's fiscal affairs effectively.

This is specific with respect to the seasonal variations of federal

receipts and disbursements and also in view of the uncertainty as

to the future income and expenditure levels.

I must, therefore, request of the Congress legislation raising the

statutory debt limit. It is my recommendation that the limit

should be increased to $290 billion.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

153 ^ Special Message to the Congress on the

Nation's Natural Resources. July 31,1 953

To the Congress of the United States:

In the stress of dealing with urgent problems of peace and se-

curity and budget appropriations and tax revenues, we some-

times overlook the fundamental importance to our national

well-being of constructive, forward-looking policies designed to

conserve and improve the Nation's natural renewable resources.

Before the Congress adjourns, therefore, I believe it will be

useful to focus attention on some of our basic land and water

resource problems and to point the way for constructive efforts

to improve the management and use of these resources.

In my State of the Union Message, I called attention to the
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vast importance to this Nation now and in the future of our soil

and water, our forests and minerals, and our wildlife resources.

I indicated the need for a strong Federal program in the field of

resource development. At the same time I pointed to the neces-

sity for a cooperative partnership of the States and local communi-

ties, private citizens, and the Federal Government in carrying out

a sound natural resources program.

In addition to the immediate danger of waste resulting from

inadequate conservation measures, we must bear in mind the

needs of a growing population and an expanding economy. At

present we are faced with excess reserves of some agricultural

commodities and the need for production adjustments to gear

our agricultural economy to current demands. But in the long-

run, we shall need to give increased attention to the improvement

and reclamation of land in its broadest aspects, including soil

productivity, irrigation, drainage, and the replenishing of ground

water reserves, if we are adequately to feed and clothe our people,

to provide gainful employment, and to continue to improve our

standard of living.

Our basic problem is to carry forward the tradition of con-

servation, improvement, and wise use and development of our

land and water resources—a policy initiated 50 years ago under

the leadership of President Theodore Roosevelt. To do this

within the framework of a sound fiscal policy and in the light of

defense needs will require the maximum cooperation among the

States and local communities, farmers, businessmen and other

private citizens, and the Federal Government. It will require

the development of clear guidelines to be established by the Con-

gress as to the proper functions of the Federal Government. It

will require the revitalization of renewable resources by users who
should be entitled to reasonable assurances in connection with

authorized uses. It will require adherence to sound principles

for the financing and the sharing of the cost of multiple-purpose

land and water resource development. It will require improved

Federal organization to accomplish a more logical division of
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responsibilities among the various Federal agencies in order that

resource development programs may be carried on with the great-

est efficiency and the least duplication. And it will require com-

prehensive river basin planning with the cooperation of State and

local interests.

This administration is moving ahead in the formulation of sound

organization and improved policies for the use of our soil, our

public lands, and our water resources. I have requested, and

the Congress has granted through Reorganization Plan No. 2,

increased authority for the Secretary of Agriculture to improve

the organization of the Department of Agriculture. I have re-

cently established by Executive Order a National Agricultural

Advisory Commission. A review is being made of the basic

power policies of the Federal Government in connection with

multiple-purpose river basin development as it relates to private

economic development. The Corps of Engineers is making a

study of the basis for State and local financial participation in

local flood protection works. There are under detailed study

various proposals for dealing with the complicated problems of

overlapping and duplicative authority among the several resource

development agencies. And the Bureau of the Budget and the

resource agencies are reviewing the present standards and proce-

dures for evaluation and cost allocation of water resource

development projects.

It is fortunate that today there is a growing recognition on the

part of land users and the public generally of the need to

strengthen conservation in our upstream watersheds and to mini-

mize flood damage. Inadequate conservation measures and un-

sound land use patterns vastly increase the danger of loss of

valuable topsoil from wind erosion in time of subnormal rainfall

and from water erosion in time of floods.

This should be done as an integral part of our total flood

control and water use program. In our past efforts to better

utilize our water resources, to control floods and to prevent loss

of life and property, we have made large investments on the major
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waterways of the Nation. Yet we have tended to neglect the

serious waste involved in the loss of topsoil from the Nation's

farms and the clogging of our streams and channels which results

from erosion on the upper reaches of the small streams and

tributaries of the Nation's rivers.

It is important, too, for groups of farmers banded together in

local organizations, such as soil conservation districts and water-

shed associations, to take the initiative, with the technical advice

and guidance of the appropriate federal and state agencies in

developing adequate plans for proper land use and resource im-

provement in watersheds throughout the Nation. As these plans

are prepared and local agreement and cooperation are assured,

I believe that we should move ahead in the construction of works

of improvement and the installation of land treatment measures

as rapidly as possible consistent with a sound overall fiscal

program.

As we move forward in a cooperative and coordinated soil and
water conservation program, we must not overlook the essential

role played by the Federal Government in the management of

public lands. Approximately 50 per cent of the land area of the

Western States is owned and managed by a number of Federal

agencies. The National Park Service administers parks and
monuments having national significance. The Forest Service ad-

ministers the national forests, with their valuable timber lands

and grazing resources, and in cooperation with State and local

interests protects critical watersheds. The Bureau of Reclama-
tion and the Corps of Engineers manage lands in connection with

water resource projects built by these agencies. Fish and wild-

life are protected by the Fish and Wildlife Service. The Bureau
of Indian Affairs administers Indian lands, and the great public

domain remaining is administered by the Bureau of Land
Management.

The Federal Government has a responsibility to manage wisely

those public lands and forests under its jurisdiction necessary in

the interest of the public as a whole. Important values exist in
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these lands for forest and mineral products, grazing, fish and wild-

life, and for recreation. Moreover, it is imperative to the welfare

of thousands of communities and millions of acres of irrigated

land that such lands be managed to protect the water supply and

water quality which come from them. In the utilization of these

lands, the people are entitled to expect that their timber, min-

erals, streams and water supply, wildUfe and recreational values

should be safeguarded, improved and made available not only

for this but for future generations. At the same time, public

lands should be made available for their best use under condi-

tions that promote stability for communities and individuals and

encourage full development of the resources involved.

While, as I have indicated, our major problem is to carry for-

ward a tradition of improvement and conservation of our natural

resources, the best means of achieving this objective depends on
keeping up with changing conditions. For example, the prob-

lems of water resource development in the West are undergoing

considerable change. The pattern of Western growth has broad-

ened substantially in recent years. Industrial expansion has been

extensive and varied. Increased activities in mineral and fuel

processing have occurred. Urban expansion has been well above
the national average in many communities. These developments

have brought about strong competition for existing water supplies

and have stimulated the need for a broader approach in planning

new water resource developments. As a consequence, the Federal

role in the cooperative development of these resources should now
be re-examined in the interest of achieving a better balanced pro-

gram for Western growth.

Conserving and improving our land and water resources is

high priority business for all of us. It is the purpose of this Ad-
ministration to present to the next session of the Congress suitable

recommendations for achieving the objectives set forth in this

Message. I am confident that the studies of governmental organi-

zation and functions authorized by this Congress can also make
an important contribution to the solution of these problems. As
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the Congress moves ahead on a constructive legislative program

in the resource field, it will have my full support and coopera-

tion. We must build a balanced program for the use and devel-

opment of all our natural resources. Such a program is indis-

pensable to maintaining and improving our standard of living as

we make the future secure for a growing America.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

1 54 ^ Statement by the President on the Death of

Senator Robert A. Taft. July 31, 1953

THE PASSING of Robert A. Taft is a tragic loss to America.

The brilliant son of our twenty-seventh President, Senator Taft

served the people of Ohio and the nation with distinction and

integrity. He will be greatly missed on Capitol Hill where his

unimpeachable character and his vast knowledge of the business

of good government played such an important part in Congres-

sional decisions over many years.

The Senate has lost one of its leading members of all times,

the American people have lost a truly great citizen and I have

lost a wise counsellor and a valued friend. Mrs. Eisenhower and

I extend to Mrs. Taft and the family our heartfelt sympathies in

the personal loss that they have sustained.

NOTE : In addition to the foregoing of the United States should be flown

statement, the President issued at half-staff on the White House and

Executive Order 10474 (3 CFR, Federal Government buildings in the

I949~'953 Comp., p. 954) which District of Columbia and the State of

provided that, as a mark of respect to Ohio until interment,

the memory of Senator Taft, the flag
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155 ^ Special Message to the Congress

Transmitting Proposed Changes in the Social

Security Program. August i, 1953

To the Congress of the United States:

In my message to the Congress on the State of the Union, I

pointed out that there is urgent need for making our social security

programs more effective.

I stated that the provisions of the Old Age and Survivor's Insur-

ance law should cover millions of our citizens who thus far have

been excluded from participation in the social security program.

Retirement systems, by which individuals contribute to their

own security according to their own respective abilities, have be-

come an essential part of our economic and social life. These

systems are but a reflection of the American heritage of sturdy

self-reliance which has made our country strong and kept it free;

the self-reliance without which we would have had no Pilgrim

Fathers, no hardship-defying pioneers, and no eagerness today to

push to ever widening horizons in every aspect of our national

life.

The Social Security program furnishes, on a national scale, the

opportunity for our citizens, through that same self-reliance, to

build the foundation for their security. We are resolved to ex-

tend that opportunity to millions of our citizens who heretofore

have been unable to avail themselves of it.

The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, with the

counsel and assistance of twelve outstanding consultants, has been

carefully studying the difficult technical and administrative as-

pects of this effort.

The Secretary of that Department has now recommended the

specific additional groups which, in the judgment of the Depart-

ment and its consultants, should be covered imder this program.

The Secretary has also recommended the means by which these

additional groups can be brought into the system most equitably,
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with full consideration for the new groups as well as those who
have heretofore contributed to the insurance system. The Secre-

tary's recommendations would effectively carry out the objectives

that I expressed in my Message to the Congress on the State of

the Union and I am pleased to transmit them to the Congress

for its consideration.

Under the attached plan, approximately 10J/2 million individ-

uals would be offered social security protection for the first time.

About 65/2 million of these would be brought into the system; the

remaining 4 million would be eligible for coverage under volun-

tary group arrangements. New groups to be covered would in-

clude self-employed farmers; many more farm workers and do-

mestic workers than are now covered; doctors, dentists, lawyers,

architects, accountants and other professional people; members
of many state and local retirement systems on a voluntary group
basis; clergymen on a voluntary group basis and several other

smaller groups.

As the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Repre-

sentatives proceeds with its studies to improve the Social Security

Act, I strongly commend to it this plan for the extension of cover-

age to most of the major groups not now covered by any social

insurance or public retirement system. This is a specific plan for

a specific purpose—the extension of coverage. Other important

improvements in the Social Security Act are now under study and
will be the subject of further recommendations.

There are two points about these proposals which I cannot

stress too strongly. One is my belief that they would add im-

measurably to the peace of mind and security of the individual

citizens who would be covered for the first time under this plan;

the second is my belief that they would add greatly to the national

sense of domestic security. The systematic practice of setting

aside funds during the productive years to build the assurance of

basic retirement benefits when the productive years are over

—

or to one's survivors in the event of death—^is important to the

strength of our traditions and our economy. We must not only
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preserve this systematic practice, but extend it at every desirable

opportunity. We now have both such an opportunity and a

definite plan. I commend it to the Congress for its consideration.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Secretary Hobby's recommen- published in House Document 225

dations, in the form of a letter to the (83d Cong., ist sess.)

.

President dated July 24, 1953, are

156 ^ Remarks at the Governors' Conference,

Seattle, Washington, August 4., 1953

Governor Shivers^ Governor Langlie, my friends:

It is a little bit of a misnomer to call this an address. I am
here for a number of purposes, but among them is not that of

making a long and so-called important speech for the record.

The first thought that strikes me, as I stand up, is that Gov-

ernors' conferences have changed their type a bit. They used

to have a table something like this, all right, but they did not have

so much pulchritude in the rear. I did not know that there was

an audience of this kind. Nevertheless, while I had on my mind
to talk of things that I thought would be of interest to the Gov-

ernors, I hope that the remainder of the audience won't find

these things too boring.

Now, first of all, I am here for a very simple purpose, because

of my indestructible conviction that unless we preserve, in this

country, the place of the State government, its traditional place

—

with the power, the authority, the responsibilities and the rev-

enues necessary to discharge those responsibilities, then we are

not going to have an America as we have known it; we will have

some other form of government. And my thought was that if I

could come here to pay my tribute of respect to the great respon-

sibilities that you men as executive heads of your States must

carry, on behalf of all our people, then that alone would justify

my trip.
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Now, within this concept, of course, is that of the need for the

executive heads of each of these States to perform services for

their people, the people for whom they serve as chief executives,

that are almost without scope and without limit. By this I mean

that merely because a chief executive signs the bills that are

presented to him, presents to his legislature a program that he

believes to be conceived in the best interests of his State, that is

not enough. In this modern and complex time, the problems that

affect each of our lives very intimately and very definitely, are

very difficult to understand. A chief executive in no matter what

echelon, be it city. State, or Federal, has many sources of informa-

tion, accurate information, that are often denied to the people

in general. Or if they are not denied, they come to the people

through certain reports that are difficult to relate one to the other,

and therefore to see their significance.

I believe that a chief executive has, among other things, the

responsibility of informing his own commonwealth—^his own

State—about these major problems all the time, be it Korea,

Indochina, taxes, the debt limit—^no matter what. He has the

chore of using the facilities open to him—^including that of mak-

ing talks. He has the chore of trying to inform the people in

that State, so that they will in turn support reasonable programs,

nationally as well as statewide. And indeed, I think at this point,

national and statewide, it is again very, very difficult to establish

a clear dividing line.

We know this: unless the United States is prosperous, unless it

is strong, unless it is secure, there is no strength, there is no pros-

perity, there is no security for any State. Consequently, we in-

stantly conclude there is no true division in the scope of our

concern for the people we are attempting to serve. The dividing

line we seek is really how we coordinate our several functions so

that we are not doing exactly the same thing but so that the ef-

forts of each complement the other.

That is the reason that one of the first acts of mine when I

went to Washington—and supported by a Cabinet, and indeed by
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advisers that are now sitting around this table and occupy Gov-

ernors' chairs—I asked for a Commission that would study this

proper division between State responsibilities and Federal re-

sponsibilities—^not for one instant meaning that we divide our

concern about these major problems of the world, in which we
have the responsibility of helping to inform our people. And
I do not mean at all that that is an exclusive job—there are many
other agencies that have to help to do this. But we have that

responsibility. I do mean that imless we find a way of dividing

up these responsibilities, we are boimd to blur too indefinitely the

line that divides our several functions, and eventually, as I say

again, it will not be the American system as we have known it.

Now, this goes into every field of activity of which I can think.

Long years ago, you know, they attempted to establish security

establishments; that was the combination of regular and profes-

sional groups, supported by what we call national reserves, and

then the State National Guard which we later federalized. All

of that was done in an effort to bring together the best capabilities

of the State and of the national Government to provide security

for us at all times, and with the least possible cost. And indeed,

in spite of the criticism that has been directed at it, I believe

this: I believe if every citizen, every State, and the national Gov-

ernment would do its proper job under that concept, it would

still be a good one for the United States. The trouble of it is

jealousies develop, inefficiencies, then recriminations start, and

we have more fun criticising than we do working constructively.

It is odd—of course it's no new discovery of the human mind

—

but it is odd, isn't it, that we have so much more fun calling the

other fellow a so-and-so, than getting out and doing something

to correct either the error that he has committed, or that we may
have committed. It is probably one of the things, though, that

no executive is ever allowed to forget, even for a minute.

If we go into the field of agriculture, if we go into the field

of Federal power, and the conservation of all the resources of the

United States, we find this same community of purpose, with the
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necessity for division of responsibilities obtaining it.

As I understand it, this morning you are going to try, in a

round-table conference, to sort out in your own minds, and possi-

bly sort out in our minds, what these divisions should be. Cer-

tainly I know of no one in the Federal Government today, no

matter what his job, who thinks he knows all the answers. He
cannot fail to benefit from discussion on those subjects. In cer-

tain instances, I think, there are obvious truths that prevail.

Unless we are partners in some of these things, they cannot be

done. But if partnership is going to consist only in talking about

local rights and central responsibilities—^responsibility particu-

larly when it is financial—^if that is going to be the pattern, there

is no hope.

When we share responsibility, we share responsibility all the

way through, financial as well as for seeing that a thing is effec-

tively operated. If we obey this principle the closer we keep

government and every kind of governmental responsibility and

authority close to the people, calling in the Federal Government

where there is a clear service for it to perform, which could not

be performed adequately without its cooperation and its partner-

ship; then, I think, we will be headed in the right direction.

This thing applies to this great problem—I don't know whether

you have yet talked about it, but I am sure it is one of the subjects

of your conference: civil defense. Civil defense is absolutely

impossible without the complete and enthusiastic cooperation,

not merely of Govemors, not merely of mayors, but of every man,
woman, and child in the United States. Here is one thing that

can't be handled except by people themselves. It is perfectly clear

that the first thing that is needed, if you are going to have an effec-

tive civil defense against a possible attack in this country, is an
ordered or disciplined movement and action on the part of the

people in the face of emergency. Just as you train yoimg children

to go in orderly fashion toward the nearest exit in school in case

there is fire or emergency, that is the way people must be trained

or instructed.
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If they are unwilling to accept that, there is no hope of digging

shelters. You could dig all the shelters in the world and kill all

the people trying to get into them, if they were in panic. They

wouldn't even know where they were. Some of you people, possi-

bly a good many of you here, have been present in a heavy bomb-

ing raid. You have seen the panic that overtakes people. The
indispensable ingredient of any civil defense is some self-control.

And that is all that discipline is. On top of it, then, is an ordered

plan that takes people to a position and place of safety. On top

of that, you can build a number of artificial and organized de-

fenses, even to include your warning services and things that the

Federal Government takes over in the field of actual active de-

fense. But without this orderly action on the part of the civilian

population, all civil defense measures will fall flat to the ground.

As it is today, suppose we had a drill out in front of the biggest,

department store in Seattle. Any American would feel self-

conscious if you gave him the job, let us say, of going out and

helping to drag in the fire hose, or getting out the medical supplies

that were stored in one of the corners, or standing out on the side-

walk with a bucketful of sand. He sees the population going by.

He feels self-conscious and embarrassed.

Now, there's the job that leadership has to overcome. How are

we going to get America to do these things, seriously and soberly

and knowing they are necessary?

The Federal Government has a very wide, definite, fixed re-

sponsibility in this whole program. But they can never do it

unless localities down to the last individual will cooperate.

I could go on enumerating every kind of problem that comes

before us daily. Let us take, though, for example, one simple

problem in the foreign field. You have seen the war in Indo-

china described variously as an outgrowth of French colonialism,

and its French refusal to treat indigenous populations decently.

You find it again described as a war between the communists and

the other elements in southeast Asia. But you have a confused

idea of where it is located—Laos, or Cambodia, or Siam, or any
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of the other countries that are involved. You don't know, really,

why we are so concerned with the far-off southeast comer of Asia.

Why is it? Now, first of all, the last great population remain-

ing in Asia that has not become dominated by the Kremlin, of

course, is the sub-continent of India, including the Pakistan

government. Here are 350 million people still free. Now let

us assume that we lose Indochina. If Indochina goes, several

things happen right away. The Malayan peninsula, the last

little bit of the end hanging on down there, would be scarcely

defensible—and tin and tungsten that we so greatly value from

that area would cease coming. But all India would be out-

flanked. Burma would certainly, in its weakened condition, be

no defense. Now, India is surrounded on that side by the Com-
munist empire. Iran on its left is in a weakened condition. I

believe I read in the paper this morning that Mossadegh's move

toward getting rid of his parliament has been supported and of

course he was in that move supported by the Tudeh, which is

the Commimist Party of Iran. All of that weakening position

around there is very ominous for the United States, because

finally if we lost all that, how would the free world hold the rich

empire of Indonesia? So you see, somewhere along the line, this

must be blocked. It must be blocked now. That is what the

French are doing.

So, when the United States votes $400 million to help that

war, we are not voting for a giveaway program. We are voting

for the cheapest way that we can to prevent the occurrence of

something that would be of the most terrible significance for the

United States of America—our security, our power and ability to

get certain things we need from the riches of the Indonesian

territory, and from southeast Asia.

Now that is the kind of thing that it is not good enough that

someone just shouts in Washington. All of us must understand

it, because out of that kind of thing grows the need for taxes.

The security of the United States is not just the business of the

Secretary of Defense and the Congress and the President and the
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Secretaries of the Services. It is the business of every man,

woman and child. And if it is their business, then it is the

business of all of us. We need help. I don't care what the

problem is.

I think I have done all this talking, my friends, just to get

back to this one truism. Unless the Governors of the States

—

and you notice I am talking to you regardless of partisanship;

I don't give a "hoot" whether you are a Democrat or a Republi-

can, in this kind of job you are Americans. In the Federal Gov-

ernment we are Americans. Unless we can cooperate on the

basis of understanding of the facts, and progress steadily, surely,

and confidently in carrying out a program that we believe will

establish the security of the United States, not only from a gun,

from a bomb, from some kind of destructive act of an enemy, but

in its economy to make sure that its surpluses are carried abroad

and in return for those surpluses we get back the raw materials

and other articles that will allow these people to buy these sur-

pluses; unless we have that kind of economic strength, we are

going to have to live a very different kind of life than we do.

This can all be done only through cooperation. This is not

partisan policy. No one has a monopoly on truth and on the

facts that affect this coimtry. We must work together.

Now, I have said things, probably, that you have heard every

time someone has gotten up. All of us protest our readiness to

cooperate. As I see it, one of the basic purposes of such con-

ferences as these ought to be to pinpoint the ways we will get

together and to work together. Because of my utter conviction

in this direction, I invited you, as you know, to come to Wash-

ington. I have come out here. I will probably accept every

invitation you ever extend to me and I will send you more.

I want to describe something to you, for just a moment. I

probably long ago used up my time; but you know, there is one

thing about being the President, it is hard to tell him to sit down.

I have heard a lot of speakers get up and paint for us two bril-

liant crossroads—the United States is at the crossroads, follow this
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road to security and salvation, this one to destruction and death.

I don't believe any such thing. And I don't believe it ever has

been true. If these roads were so clearly marked out, and we
could convince ourselves that here was the road to salvation, and

there to destruction, we would have sense enough to follow this

road. The facts are not those at all. The facts are that out here

on the extremes of these problems are paths that will lead us to

destruction, one in one way, one in another. What we have got is

a great hinterland in between these two roads, and through them

is some kind of practicable route for all of us to walk together to

decency and to progress. Not to immediate salvation and the

rainbow's end, not at all—^but to progress to doing something for

160 million people, and in doing so, to do something also for all

the world. Because we are all interlocked, just as the State and

the National Government is, at home.

Now, what our problem is—the very difficult problem—is to

find these trails, these trails through these great extremes—dif-

ficult to climb, difficult to discern, difficult to mark out, sometimes,

because it is done by the process of trial and error. But that is

our job. And we should measure up to that, with all the work,

all the disappointments, the frustrations, such as when the Sen-

ate won't extend the debt limit when you know you need it—^you

had that explained to you last night. Of course, there are frus-

trations, and there are disappointments and setbacks, but unless

we continue intelligently and assiduously, together, to search out

that proper route in this maze of broken hills and rough country,

then we are not doing our duty. We are not carrying out our

oaths that each of us take.

Now, I have heard the Federal administration criticised much
in the last 6 months because they say, "Where is the program?'*

"What are you going to do in farm policy?" Well, it's pretty dif-

ficult to do anything, and to give you one little farm policy in nice

choice words, when one group wants grain prices as high as they

can, and the cattle and poultry raiser or the dairy producer says,

"If you don't get these grain prices down, there's going to be no
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agriculture." So these aren't simple little things.

The program is this: to work with all those of like mind who
are devoted to the United States of America and find ways in

which progress, in which work, in which thought and intelligent

action will help us all. Not just the farmer, not just the laborer,

not just the capitalist, not just the banker—all of us. Help us

move forward a little bit to a better life, a better spiritual life,

intellectual opportunity and material well-being.

Now, I have gone a long ways around the "cabbage patch"

this morning to tell you why I am here. But I hope that out of

these rather wandering thoughts and statements you have discov-

ered something of why a number of my Cabinet and I—and other

assistants in Washington—came out here to meet with you. We
regard it as a rich opportunity, and that is why we are here.

Thank you.

note: The President spoke at the man of the Governors' Conference,

Olympic Hotel in Seattle, Wash. In and to Governor Arthur B. Langlie

his opening words he referred to Gov- of Washington,

ernor Allan Shivers of Texas, Chair-

157 ^ Memorandum of Disapproval of Bill

Repealing the AdmissionsTaxon Motion

Picture Performances. August 6, 1953

I AM WITHHOLDING my approval of H.R. 157, entitled, "To
provide that the tax on admissions shall not apply to moving

picture admissions."

My reasons for taking this position are that we cannot afford

the loss of revenue involved and that it is unfair to single out one

industry for relief at this time.

In my message to the Congress on May twentieth, I said : "Tax
receipts will apparently fall considerably short of our necessary

expenditures during the next fiscal year. In view of this fact, I

have come to the conclusion that no reductions in tax rates should
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become effective during this calendar year." In accordance with

this policy, the Treasury Department advised the Chairmen of

the House Committee on Ways and Means and the Senate Com-

mittee on Finance of its opposition to this bill.

Because of the need for revenue I recommended an extension

of the excess profits tax for six months and the extension has now

been made. Tax relief for one industry now would be inconsist-

ent with that action.

It is estimated that the repeal of the admissions tax on motion

picture performances, which has been on the books at the present

rate since April i, 1944, would result in a gross loss of revenue of

$200 million. After allowing for a resulting increase in corpora-

tion income taxes, the net loss is estimated to be between $100

million and $1 20 million a year.

It is not contended by the industry that the present scale of

admission prices which reflects the 20 percent tax is responsible

for the existing distress situation in the industry. Indeed, the

industry apparently expects in many cases to maintain the present

price to consumers even though the tax is repealed.

There is distress in large but not all segments of the industry.

The basic causes of the industry's distress, however, arise from new
forms of competition.

A strong case can also be made for tax relief in other indus-

tries which are subject to high excise taxes, including other forms

of entertainment subject to the admission tax. If relief is to be

given to motion picture theaters at this time it would not be fair

to refuse relief to these other industries. If widespread relief

were given, however, the loss in revenue would be very large.

As I said in my message of May twentieth, "the wide variety

of existing excise rates makes little economic sense and leads to

improper discrimination between industries and among consum-

ers. Specific proposals for a modified system of excise taxation

will be included in the recommendations for tax revision that will

be submitted to the Congress next January."

The Treasury analysis has already progressed to the point where
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I can say that I will include a recommendation for a reduction in

the admissions tax in my proposals for a modified system of excise

taxation. Action could be taken by the Congress early in 1954
and relief could be given at that time.

It is for these reasons that I cannot give my approval to the

repeal of the tax on admissions to motion-picture performances.

The country cannot afford a loss of revenue at this time. Further-

more, it would not be fair and would be discriminatory to give re-

lief under a single excise tax and then only to one of the industries

subject to that tax.

Dw^GHT D. ElSENHOW^ER

1 58 ^ Statement by the PresidentUpon Signing

the Farm Credit Act of 1 953 • August 6, 1 953

IT GIVES ME great pleasure to approve the Farm Credit Act

of 1953, H.R. 4353.

On September 18, 1952, in a speech at Omaha, Nebraska, I

said in part:

"We will remove the Federal domination now imposed on the

farm credit system. Employees of these farmer-owned self-

supporting institutions should not be Federal appointees. A
Federal Farm Credit Board, elected by farmer members, should

be established to form credit policies, select executive officers,

and to see that sound credit operations will not be endangered by

partisan political influence."

The Farm Credit Act of 1953 meets many of the objectives

which I announced at Omaha. It provides for a Federal Farm
Credit Board. The President is required to consider nominations

of the farmer and cooperative members of the Federal Farm
Credit System in choosing that Board. It authorizes the Board

to select its principal executive officers. It vests in the Board the

power to adopt policies to guide the operations of the Farm Credit

System within the framework of the law.
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The Farm Credit System has a splendid record of service to the

American farmer. A part of the credit for that service goes to

the farmer participation in the membership of the district boards.

The extent of that participation on the district boards is also

increased by the Farm Credit Act of 1953.

With the changes made by this law, I visualize increased prog-

ress in the amount of farmer ownership in the Farm Credit Sys-

tem, a more commendable record of service to farmers in the

future, and more assurance that the farmers of this country will

have a sound, nonpolitical Farm Credit Administration.

The signing of the Farm Credit Bill marks another milestone

in our march toward an agriculture which is productive,

profitable, responsible, and free from excessive regulation.

note: The Farm Credit Act of 1953 is Public Law 202, 83d Congress (67

Stat. 390).

159 ^ Radio Report to the American People on

the Achievements of the Administration and the 83d

Congress. August 6^ 1953

[ Broadcast from the White House at 9 : 30 p.m.
]

My fellow Americans:

A mark of free citizens, proud and wise enough to govern them-

selves, is the searching scrutiny they turn upon the purposes and

the performance of their own government.

It is the historic habit of a free people—it is our habit—to ask

our Government at frequent times : Where are we going? How
far have we come?

These questions arise logically in these very days. The first

session of the 83d Congress has adjourned. The laborious work

of the committees has ended. The debates have closed. The
roll calls have been taken. A record has been written.

In the few moments we have this evening, let us take a look at

that record.
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The array of legislative actions, at first glance, seems bewil-

dering in variety and complexity. It includes

:

A revised defense program for a reorganized Defense Depart-

ment working on a reduced defense budget

;

Reorganization of whole Government departments

;

Revised plans to help arm our allies in freedom

;

Short-term extension of onerous but needed taxes

;

Indefinite lifting of futile economic controls

;

Emergency aid to drought-stricken areas of our own land;

Extension of legislation to aid and increase our commerce with

the peoples of all lands

;

Wheat to feed Pakistan;

Programs to rebuild Korea;

Simplification of customs regulations;

Admission of refugees;

Enactment of a multitude of normal appropriation bills.

With such an array of new legislation, it is little wonder that

the intelligent citizen asks : what do all these things mean? Where
are we going?

The first part of the answer is this

:

Such actions as these are not the chance results of some wildly

spinning wheels of governmental machinery.

These acts reflect thoughtful planning. They have demanded
work—the eamest, exhausting work of hundreds of conscientious

legislators. They denote purpose—clearly defined purpose.

When I first appeared before the 83d Congress 6 months ago

to deliver the administration's message on the State of the Union,

I tried to define what I referred to as "the grand labors"

confronting this Government. They were these:

"Application of our influence in world affairs with such forti-

tude and foresight that it will deter aggression and eventually

secure peace;

"Establishment of a national administration of such integrity

and efficiency that its honor at home will ensure respect abroad;

"Encouragement of those incentives that inspire creative

initiative in our economy, and
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"Dedication to the well-being of all our citizens and to the

attainment of equality of opportunity for all."

These purposes give meaning and sense to all that has occurred

in these last 6 months.

We have adhered firmly to these purposes.

Let us begin with the first: the exercise of our influence in

world affairs in the quest of lasting peace.

And here let us begin with that tragic land of war: Korea.

We made plain from the outset our determination, shared by

our allies in the United Nations, to find—to fight for however

long to win—an honorable armistice in Korea. We speeded the

equipment and training of Republic of Korea troops, inspiringly

led by President Syngman Rhee. We firmly—and successfully

—

upheld the right of prisoners of war to choose their own future.

We have now gained a truce in Korea,

We do not greet it with wild rejoicing. We know how dear

its cost has been in life and treasure. We know how grave are

the problems to be met before the people of Korea enjoy real

unity and security.

Yet we also soberly know that we have won two precious

victories.

We have shown, in the winning of this truce, that the collective

resolve of the free world can and will meet aggression in Asia—or

anywhere in the world.

And we have won the opportunity to show that free people can

build in peace as boldly as they fight in war.

We have already given signs of our power and will to do just

that. The Congress has authorized the spending of 200 million

additional dollars for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of

South Korea. This action springs directly from the heart of

America, which has contributed so generously to private relief

organizations like the American-Korean Foundation working to

heal and help our stricken ally. I have now invited all the skilled

specialists of the United States forces in Korea—engineers, signal

corps, technicians of all kinds—to offer their knowledge to help
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rebuild the land whose freedom they have helped so bravely to

save.

There is no finer task that could be entrusted to these men. I

know that under the leadership of General Clark, General Wey-
land, Admiral Briscoe, and General Taylor, the results will bring

pride to every American. Our purpose is sane and simple: to

make secure and productive the freedom that has been saved

—

and to make it inspiring for the people for whom it has been

saved.

For we know this: no military victory, no diplomatic triumph,

no precision-perfect foreign poHcy of our own can mean very

much for very long—^if it does not bring hope to hundreds of mil-

lions of people who live today in fear or need or hunger. As
surely as we seek lasting peace, we shall find it only as these people

come to have faith in theirown future in freedom.

Thisy then, is, in one area, the wise and purposeful use of our

strength of which I spoke 6 months ago.

We have pursued the same objective on the other side of the

world. In Western Europe, we have seen—and constantly

aided—the slow, steady growth of unity, of economic health, and

of military defense.

With the nations of Western Europe now producing even more
than they did before World War II, it has become possible to de-

vote most of our foreign operations to the needs of military de-

fense. This means, for us as Americans, that these billions of

dollars directly serve our own national security. They have

thereby made possible part of the great savings effected in our

own Department of Defense.

The Senate vote of 69-to-io on this issue was the largest such

vote ever united in support of this kind of program. This reflects

something more important than money. It signifies an unprec-

edented unity that crosses party lines and promises steady pur-

pose in the conduct of our foreign affairs.

All these developments—^from the still smouldering East to the

strengthening West—could not fail to have impressed the peoples
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of the Soviet world. Neither purges nor police nor prisons have

been able to stifle the growing cries for food—and for freedom.

Cold oppression has been repaid with cold hate.

In Germany, we have urged the Soviet Union to join with the

Western nations in speeding that nation's unity. Even as we have

acted, the people of Germany have delivered an eloquent message

of their own to Soviet occupation authorities. It has been a mes-

sage of defiance—delivered by the thousands of Berlin workers

who stormed through their streets in the memorable June upris-

ing; and the tens of thousands who have defiantly come to West

Berlin for the needed food sent by this Government for their

relief.

Our action in Berlin—this reaching out to people to help, to

feed, to strengthen their faith in freedom—^partakes of the same

spirit directing our course in Korea.

There is a significant connection between these distant spots

on the great globe.

Berlin and Korea have been two of the scenes chosen by the

Conmiunist world for flagrant acts of aggression since World

War II.

Today precisely these same two places present dramatic evi-

dence of the will of free men to stay free and to make freedom

work.

No clearer proof is needed of the power of the free world not

only to defeat what is evil but also to create what is good.

We intend to keep the knowledge of that power before all men.

The essential force behind this power is the unity of the free

world; and one essential basis for that unity, in turn, is economic

health nourished by mutually beneficial trade. The 83d Congress

has shown clear understanding of this truth. This is the sig-

nificance of the Congress's actions in simplifying our customs reg-

ulations and extending the Reciprocal Trade Act. These actions

again testify to that growing unity of opinion which rises above

party lines to see clearly the need for profitable trade throughout

the free world. These actions—^while consistent with concem
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for our own industries—recognize also our own dependence upon
vital foreign markets and foreign sources of raw materials.

Again and again, as we have faced these problems of interna-

tional trade and world diplomacy, we have stressed the central

fact that we are concerned with the plain needs and hopes of the

ordinary peoples of the earth. So we have undertaken the ship-

ping of a million tons of wheat to help meet the famine in Pakis-

tan. So the Congress has authorized this Government to make
available excess reserves of crops to friendly nations in need. And
so we have authorized the entry into the United States of some

214,000 refugees. These are men and women of the same char-

acter and integrity as their and our ancestors who, generation

upon generation, have come to America to find peace and work,

to build for themselves new homes in freedom.

In all these ways, then—^in every deed and decision—^we have

sought to apply our strength in the world so as to deter aggression

and to secure peace. We have accepted the burdens of world

leadership with clear mind and confident heart—^for we know
that to strengthen other free men is to serve our own freedom

and safety.

I come now to the second great objective of which I spoke 6

months ago—the building of an honest, efficient administration,

honored at home and respected abroad.

The repair and reorganization of so huge a piece of political

machinery as the United States Government is a colossal

undertaking.

We have made a good start.

We begin with certain negative tasks.

There were some security risks still in the Government. They

have been swiftly expelled.

There were some incompetents. They are lingering no longer

than it takes to discover them.

There were simply too many people on the payrolls. We have

reduced that number by stringent hiring policies that have cut

the total bymany tens of thousands.
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The positive task of bettering government has produced less

dramatic but even more profound results.

We submitted to the 83d Congress 10 major reorganization

proposals. All io were approved. This is an unprecedented

record.

Reorganization itself bears upon plans and practices of even

wider scope. The whole area of Federal-State relations is being

put under review by a Commission to bring order and sense into

a field full of confusion and conflict. And within the Federal

Government itself, both the executive and the legislative branches

have worked with patience and good will to ensure that this

Government not be divided against itself.

This mutual consideration between Congress and the President

is less tangible but more vital than any reorganization bill ever

passed or contemplated.

Vital to coherent and consistent policy, mutual confidence can

never be legislated into existence. It is no easy thing to achieve.

It certainly is not easy to perfect at a time when one great party,

after 20 years of political life in the opposition, ousts another

from office. Such an event casts both parties in new, strange

roles. The strangeness for the party newly come to power, in

this case, is dramatized by the fact that there is in the Senate not

a single Republican who had ever held Senatorial office when a

Republican President was in the White House.

I mention this to underscore the significance of the good will

which, I believe, has been built, fast and firmly, between the

executive and legislative branches. The two have differed many
times. They have debated long and candidly. But the final

results testify to a prevailing common purpose which is a credit

to the high sense of duty of this 83d Congress.

That common purpose—I must add—found one of its most

effective supporters in the late Senator Robert A. Taft. Its great

advance was among the last and most important of his many
important public achievements. Today, I know of no greater

inspiration to all men seeking good, just government than the
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memory of his courage, his integrity, and the spirit of selfless

cooperation that so briUiantly marked the last months of his life.

The building of this kind of government has proceeded simul-

taneously with our seeking of the third great objective I cited 6

months ago—the encouragement of creative initiative in our

economy.

This serious, long-range purpose cannot record headline-making

results in a few weeks or months. But—again—I believe the

bright beginnings are clear for all to see.

We have, first of all, faced the tough facts of the Government
debt. The last 23 years have seen this debt climb by 258 bil-

lions—at the relentless average rate of more than 1 1 billions a

year. This, of course, includes a part of the inescapable cost of

war. Yet the terrible momentum of that increasing debt could

not be allowed to continue. Neither could it instantly be ar-

rested. The weight of obligations made 2 and 3 years ago has

forced upon us, as you know, the possibility of our having to raise

the debt limit later this year. For one thing is a certainty: bills

already contracted by the Government must be paid the day they

become due.

In so critical a time of transition, we have done what sense

and honesty dictate. We delayed lowering or removing taxes

which, however harsh, provide essential revenue if the tide of

debt is to be turned. We did not delay in cutting deep into gov-

ernmental expenditures. The Executive and the Congress re-

duced the previous administration's budget request for the current

year by almost 13 billion dollars—an amount representing some
80 dollars for every American.

This striving to bring the budget under control—as I have said

before—is no mere academic, technical exercise challenging Gov-
ernment accountants. It profoundly influences the buying power
of your dollar. It vitally affects every family in our land.

Our over-riding concern is not with elaborate theories of eco-

nomics, but the plain well-being of all the people. And the bal-

ancing of the Government's budget is critical simply because it

554



Dwight D. Eisenhower, ig53 ^ 159

can help every family in our land to balance its own budget.

Moreover, in pursuit of this great objective of encouraging

individual initiative, we have taken a series of major economic

decisions. To free our economy from bonds that denatured

healthy and necessary competition, we abolished a labyrinth of

needless controls. To reform a tax structure that threatens to

smother free initiative, the Treasury and the appropriate com-

mittees of the Congress have begun a total review of our tax sys-

tem. Their recommendations will be ready for action by the next

session of Congress.

I repeat: all these actions, governed by a single purpose, are

not mere gestures in honor of preconceived economic dogmas.

They reflect our awareness of the mighty productive power of

individual enterprise to which America itself is history's greatest

testimony.

Upon the productive might of the individual American depend

the wages, the diet, the health, the homes of millions of families.

Upon this productive might depends even more—the preservation

of freedom itself in this, its age of greatest peril.

Now, what of the fourth and last great objective which I set

forth last February: dedication to the well-being and the equal

opportunity of all our citizens?

This objective affects, directly or indirectly, every action of this

Government. For every deed of this Government is tested,

judged, and inspired by this resolve—to serve the well-being of

160 million Americans.

In this spirit, there has been created a new Cabinet division

—

a Department of Health, Education, and Welfare—to carry

steadily forward all the labor of care that we associate with

schools, pensions, clinics, hospitals.

In this same spirit, the Congress authorized prompt emergency

farm loans to our drought-stricken areas of the Southwest; and

representatives of every farm area and organization have been

brought together to help shape laws making our farm population

more productive and more secure than ever. Today I signed a
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piece of legislation which farm organizations have been seeking

for many years. This new legislation provides for increased par-

ticipation by farmers in the farm credit system.

Serving this same purpose, we have been preparing specific

recommendations on labor legislation to submit to the next session

of Congress—to make sure and clear the rights of workers and

unions, to promote increased industrial output and lasting indus-

trial peace.

Through the cooperative action of many citizens and organi-

zations, we have prepared recommendations for the extension of

Old Age and Survivors Insurance coverage to loJ4 million Ameri-

cans, that they too may be encouraged to look forward to an old

age of health and independence.

We have used the power of the Federal Government, wherever

it clearly extends, to combat and erase racial discrimination and

segregation—so that no man of any color or creed will ever be able

to cry, "This is not a free land."

These, then, are some of the things we have been doing—and

the reasons why.

They all total—I repeat—only a little more than a beginning.

I know of no official of this administration so foolish as to be-

lieve that we, who in January came to Washington, have seen and

conquered all the problems of our Nation.

The future, both immediate and distant, remains full of trial

and hazard.

The end of our staggering economic burden is not yet in sight.

The end of the peril to peace is not clearly in view.

There is only this in sight: a firm and binding purpose that

guides all our objectives—our every deed.

This purpose is to serve and to strengthen our people, all our

people, in their faith in freedom and in their quest of peace; and

to strengthen all other peoples who share with us that faith and

that quest.

In this short summary of the record, you can see how this sin-

gle, supreme purpose rules and relates foreign relations; world
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trade; defense appropriations; reorganization of Government de-

partments; domestic programs affecting agriculture, labor, and
industry; taxes; debts; tariffs.

This ruling purpose inspires all the men who are your servants

in Government—^men from the professions, the trades, from busi-

ness, from farm and factory—each representing a part of America

in such a way as to make a united America.

The men and women in the Congress, the men and women in

the executive departments, in both appointive and civil service

offices—all are working together to serve you with this common
purpose.

I know no other purpose, no other toil, worthy of America.

1 60 ^ Statement by the PresidentUpon Signing

the Refugee ReliefAct of 1 953 . August 7, 1953

THIS EMERGENCY immigration legislation is, at once, a sig-

nificant humanitarian act and an important contribution toward

greater understanding and cooperation among the free nations of

the world.

In enacting this legislation, we are giving a new chance in life

to 2
14,000 fellow humans. This action demonstrates again Amer-

ica's traditional concern for the homeless, the persecuted and the

less fortunate of other lands. It is a dramatic contrast to the

tragic events taking place in East Germany and in other captive

nations.

This legislation also offers encouragement to the other friendly

nations which are today affording asylum to refugees and escapees.

It is my hope that, in our action, by our direct participation with
them in this great humanitarian work, we are giving them cause

to continue their efforts with renewed enthusiasm.

The enactment of this legislation provides abundant proof of

the progress that teamwork between the legislative and executive

branches of the Government can achieve. It is also a stirring

example of bipartisan statesmanship.
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The leaders of the great reUgious faiths who are here today to

witness the signing of this bill have, in years past, made notable

contributions to similar programs. I am sure that their continued

activity^and enthusiasm will be major factors in ensuring the suc-

cess of this program.

I am delighted to sign this bill and, in so doing, to welcome the

214,000 refugees who will soon come to our shores. They—as I

said in last night's Report to the Nation—are men and women of

the same character and integrity as our ancestors who, generation

upon generation, have come to America to find peace and work,

to build for themselves new homes in freedom.

note: The Refugee Relief Act of 1953 is Public Law 203, 83d Congress (67

Stat. 400)

.

161 ^ Statement by the PresidentUpon Signing

the Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1 953

.

August
"J, 1953

I HAVE TODAY signed the Trade Agreements Extension Act

of 1953 extending our trade-agreements legislation for an addi-

tional period of one year and providing for the creation of a

Joint Executive-Legislative Commission on Foreign Economic

Policy.

This action by the Congress, coupled with the excellent prog-

ress made in the field of customs simplification, reaffirms the will

and purpose of the United States to cooperate with other friendly

countries in the development of a large and growing volume of

world trade on a mutually profitable basis. In addition, through

the establishment of a Foreign Economic Policy Commission, this

legislation will enable the executive and legislative branches of

our Government to undertake a careful and thorough review of

our foreign economic policy in order to make it more responsive

to the needs of our time.
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Our present trade-agreements program, although helpful in

the past, is inadequate in many ways and does not fully meet the

requirements of our international relations today.

Its renewal, however, provides us with a breathing space, dur-

ing which the United States will have the opportunity to develop

a policy based upon a full understanding of our national interests,

domestic and foreign, and an appreciation of the fact that those

interests are inseparable from the interests of the free world as a

whole.

I am confident that the Commission created by this law will

approach its task in this spirit and that its work will provide the

foundations on which a new and constructive foreign economic

policy can be erected.

note: The Trade Agreements Extension Act of 1953 is Public Law 215, 83d

Congress (67 Stat. 472).

162 ^ Memorandum of Disapproval of Bill for

the Relief of Ethel Hudson Morrison.

August y, 1953

I AM WITHHOLDING approval from S. 754, "For the relief

of Ethel Hudson Morrison."

This measure was enacted to overcome, for the benefit of the

claimant, the provisions of the general law governing entitlement

to the remaining proceeds of a National Service Life Insurance

policy which matured in July 1943. It does this by resorting to

legislative directive requiring the Administrator of Veterans' Af-

fairs to assume, in the administration of the National Service Life

Insurance Act of 1940, as amended, that the claimant "stood in

loco parentis" to the insured and that she was the "designated

sole contingent beneficiary" of his insurance policy.

The facts in this case are not disputed. The policy of the

deceased designated his mother as principal beneficiary and the
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claimant, Ethel Hudson Morrison and William McKee Morri-

son, Jr., aunt and cousin, respectively, as contingent beneficiaries.

The mother died in 1948. The aunt alone seeks to recover the

remaining unpaid installments under the policy.

Prior to August i, 1946, the law governing National Service

Life Insurance policies did not permit either an aunt or a cousin

to be named as a beneficiary. The law did recognize, as proper

beneficiaries persons who, under certain circumstances, stood in

loco parentis to the insured. Mrs. Morrison attempted, unsuc-

cessfully, to establish such a relationship. The original applica-

tion was administratively denied, and the affirming decision of the

Board of Veterans' Appeals was not appealed to the courts, as

was the claimant's right.

I consider this measure unacceptable for a number of reasons:

First, it is desirable, generally, in accordance with the right

granted by the National Service Life Insurance Act of 1940, as

amended, that disagreements with rulings of the Veterans' Ad-

ministration be reviewed by the courts, thus exhausting all the

remedies provided by the terms of general legislation.

Second, the directives of the bill, in providing for this claimant

alone, seemingly defeat the intent of the insured that the cousin

also should share. I find nothing in the record of the case to

justify or explain setting aside the wishes of the insured in this

respect.

Third, the National Service Life Insurance trust fund would

become obligated for the liability were the bill approved. In

view of the contract rights of existing policyholders, I share the

doubt of the Veterans' Administration as to the legality of the

proposed action.

Fourth, this legislative overruling of the decision of the Board

of Veterans' Appeals seems to be based only on the less dominant

considerations of the in loco parentis proceedings. Nowhere in

the legislative history is any reason advanced for dismissing the

considerations which the administrative decision found dominant

and controlling. Even though Mrs. Morrison did care for the in-
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sured after his father's death, the fact remains that he was at no

time actually living apart from his mother.

Far more fundamental is the objection I have heretofore ex-

pressed to setting aside the principles and rules of administration

prescribed in the general laws governing veterans' benefit pro-

grams. Uniformity and equality of treatment to all who are

similarly situated must be the rule if the Federal programs for

veterans and their beneficiaries are to be operated successfully.

Otherwise, inequity is added to inequity, as is fully revealed by

statistics reported by the Veterans' Administration. More than

3,200 claims of designated beneficiaries for the proceeds of Na-

tional Service Life Insurance have been denied because they were

not within the permitted classes of beneficiaries. There may be

cases in which the circumstances are unique and justify waiver of

the law. In my judgment, this is not such a case.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

163 ^ Memorandum of Disapproval of Bill for

the Relief ofMaryThailaWomackWebb.

August y, 1953

I AM WITHHOLDING my approval from S. 953, "An Act for

the relief of Mary Thaila Womack Webb."
This measure, in providing a special exception from the general

laws administered by the Veterans' Administration, would render

this claimant potentially eligible to receive a pension for the non-

service-connected death of a veteran of World War I. It does this

by resorting to a legislative directive that she shall "be deemed to

be the widow" of the deceased veteran.

Under existing law the establishment of legal widowhood is

prerequisite to death benefits administered by the Veterans' Ad-

ministration. The claimant cannot meet this prescription because

a prior marriage of the veteran was never legally dissolved. Both
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the veteran and the beneficiary had a contrary belief, and they

married in good faith. The Congress has accepted the good faith

of the claimant in entering into the marriage and the belief that

she was the legal wife of the veteran during the eighteen years of

their association.

I understand fully the motivation of the action taken by the

Congress in this case but I cannot agree that the principles and

rules of administration prescribed in the general law should be

set aside except in unique and most compelling circumstances of

equity. The Federal programs for veterans and their benefici-

aries, if they are to be successful, require unswerving uniformity

of rule and equality of treatment to all who are similarly situated.

If the law is to be changed, it should be changed for all.

We must not, in this benefits field, heed the special plea or the

emotional appeal of the hardship case. Legal requirements of

fact should not be supplanted by fiat or legislative fiction applying

to an individual. To do so would result only in the compounding

of inequities, as is apparent from statistics reported by the Vet-

erans' Administration. More than 2,700 claims for death benefits

were disallowed by the Veterans' Administration during the last

fiscal year for the reason that relationship to the deceased veteran

could not be established. I am informed that at least a majority

were cases similar to that of the present claimant.

In the light of these facts I could take no other action than to

withhold approval of this bill.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

164 ^ Statement by the PresidentUpon Signing

the Customs Simplification Act of 1 953

.

^M^w.y^8, 1953

I HAVE TODAY approved H.R. 5877, the Customs Simplifica-

tion Act of 1953. This statute will authorize the Treasury De-
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partment to make much needed changes in the regulations

governing the procedures of the Bureau of Customs. The new
law will permit the elimination of many obsolete but time-

consuming requirements, contribute to a more efficient utilization

of available personnel, and eliminate a number of inequities in

the former law.

In my first message to the Congress, I indicated that one of the

important measures which should be undertaken was legislation

to modernize customs procedures. By the enactment of H.R.

5877, the Congress has completed a major portion of the legisla-

tion needed for this purpose. It is gratifying that the few pro-

visions suggested by the Treasury and passed by the House but

deferred for further study by the Senate and thus not contained in

this Act have been included in a new bill (H.R. 6584) introduced

by Mr. Jenkins of Ohio which has passed the House of Repre-

sentatives and which will receive the consideration of the Senate

at the beginning of the second session of the 83rd Congress.

note: The Customs Simplification Act of 1953 is Public Law 243, 83d Con-

gress (67 Stat. 507).

165 ^ Letter to Heads of Departments and

Agencies Concerning Further Economies in

Government. August 1 1, 1953

[ Released August 11, 1953. Dated August 6, 1953]

Dear ;

Ever since the date of Inauguration, every member of this Ad-

ministration has been dedicated to the purposes of efficiency and

economy in government. Now that Congress is adjourned, it is

time to attack the problem with renewed vigor. It is absolutely

essential that you begin immediately to take every possible step

progressively to reduce the expenditures of your department dur-

ing the fiscal year 1954. In addition to this action, you will be
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expected to make substantial reductions in your requests for new

appropriations and in the level of your expenditures for the fiscal

year 1955, beyond those already indicated for the fiscal year 1954.

It is imperative that you emphasize a critical review and maxi-

mum feasible reductions of expenditures in areas which have at-

tracted the attention and concern of the Congress and of the

public as possible sources of waste, inefficiency, duplication, and

excessive or nonessential costs.

Every level of the staff of your Department should be made

aware of the necessity for doing this and of the importance of

their cooperation as a vital part of its accomplishment.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This is the text of identical of the Federal Government. The

letters sent to the heads of all depart- letter was released at Lowry Air Force

ments and of the principal agencies Base, Denver, Colo.

166 ^ Statement by the President Upon Signing

Bill Relating to State Jurisdiction Over Cases

Arising on Indian Reservations. August 15,1953

ALTHOUGH I HAVE grave doubts as to the wisdom of certain

provisions contained in H.R. 1063, 1 have today signed it because

its basic purpose represents still another step in granting complete

political equality to all Indians in our nation.

The bill confers jurisdiction on the States of California, Min-

nesota, Nebraska, Oregon and Wisconsin, with respect to criminal

offenses and civil causes of action committed or arising on Indian

reservations within such states. The bill has resulted from a

process of exhaustive study of the innumerable laws and regula-

tions applying to our several Indian groupments and was arrived

at in the states affected after long negotiation in full consultation
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with the Indians themselves. The Indian tribes regard this as a

long step forward in removing them from the status of "second

class" citizens.

Indeed, in the five states where state jurisdiction will soon be

paramount, the Indians have enthusiastically endorsed this bill.

The bill preserves the basic safeguards against loss of property

rights accorded the Indians by Federal treaties, agreements and

statutes, and further safeguards the tribal customs and ordinances

of the tribes affected when not inconsistent with the general laws

of the respective states.

Three Indian tribes that have effective law and order organi-

zations of their own, asked to be excluded from the purview of

the bill. These tribes are the Red Lake band of Chippewa, in

Minnesota; the Warm Springs tribe in Oregon; and the Menomi-

nee tribe in Wisconsin. Because of their effective organizations,

they are, in response to their wishes, excepted from this bill.

My objection to the bill arises because of the inclusion in it of

Sections 6 and 7. These Sections permit other states to impose on

Indian tribes within their borders, the criminal and civil jurisdic-

tion of the state, removing the Indians from Federal jurisdiction,

and, in some instances, effective self-government. The failure to

include in these provisions a requirement of full consultation in

order to ascertain the wishes and desires of the Indians and of

final Federal approval, was unfortunate. I recommend, there-

fore, that at the earliest possible time in the next session of the

Congress, the Act be amended to require such consultation with

the tribes prior to the enactment of legislation subjecting them

to state jurisdiction, as well as approval by the Federal govern-

ment before such legislation becomes effective.

I am requesting the Secretary of the Interior to press forward

vigorously with the program of cooperative study that he has

already so successfully undertaken with the Indians. I also wish

to express my earnest hope that the Governors of the several

states will fully cooperate with the Secretary of the Interior in this
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program, and will ascertain the views of the Indians of their

states in connection with any action proposed to be taken under

Sections 6 and 7 of the bill.

Much progress has been made and much greater progress will

result through full consideration being accorded our Indian

citizens.

NOTE : As enacted, H.R. 1063 is Pub- 588) . The statement was released at

lie Law 280, 83d Congress (67 Stat. Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

167 ^ Memorandum ofDisapproval of Bill for

the Relief of Harold Joe Davis. August 1 5, 1 953

I AM WITHHOLDING my approval from H.R. 1460, "For

the relief of Harold Joe Davis."

This measure would pay the sum of $10,000 to Harold Joe

Davis, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, as compensation for alleged perma-

nent disability growing out of injuries sustained in a Japanese

bombing attack at Dutch Harbor, Alaska, in 1942.

There is conflicting evidence regarding the facts in this case.

It is undisputed, however, that the claimant was fire chief at the

Navy's installation at Dutch Harbor, when it was bombed by the

Japanese in 1942 and that, as a result of this bombing, he was

injured while in the performance of his duties. It is not entirely

clear whether the claimant was an employee of a government

contractor at the time of his injury or whether he may not have

been a de facto employee of the United States. Nor is it clear

just what the nature and extent of his injuries were nor to what

extent they were responsible for his present condition.

Either as an overseas employee of a Government contractor or

as an employee of the United States, the claimant was entitled

to periodic disability compensation under laws administered by

the Bureau of Employees' Compensation if he sustained a com-

pensable disability in the course of his employment. However,
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for reasons unknown, he did not file a claim with that Bureau

until some seven years after the bombing injuries were incurred,

a time interval well beyond the statutory period within which

such claims had to be filed. His claim was subsequently rejected

not only for failure to file timely but also because, on the basis of

hearings on the merits, it was determined that no present disability

existed as a result of the 1942 injuries.

I find no justification for this proposed award. In amoimt, it

bears no relation to any indicated measure of damages. It con-

stitutes a method of payment which is at variance with the

periodic compensation benefits provided by existing law. Its sole

justification seems to be that the claimant is unable to meet the

substantive and procedural requirements of compensation statutes

of general applicability.

In view of the conflicting evidence in the case, however, I be-

lieve that the claimant should be afforded the opportunity to ad-

vance any additional evidence he may have in support of his

claim. I would, therefore, be willing to approve a bill which

would permit a determination of the claimant's employment

status at the time of his injuries and which would then permit him,

notwithstanding any statute of limitations, to file a claim under

the law applicable to that status. In this way the claim will be

processed under accepted procedures, fair to both the individual

and the Government. In my opinion, such a bill gives the fullest

possible recognition to the equities in favor of the claimant and
should be productive of a result in keeping with the degree of

disability he so unfortunately sustained as a result of his war
injuries.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The memorandum was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver,

Colo.
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1 68 ^ Memorandum of Disapproval of Bill for

the Relief of Colonel Harry F. Cunningham.

August 15, ig^:^

I AM WITHHOLDING my approval from H.R. 2158, "For the

relief of Colonel Harry F. Cumiingham."

This measure directs the payment out of seized German assets

now under the control of the United States of the sum of $12,500

to Colonel Harry F. Cunningham, of Lincoln, Nebraska, as com-

pensation for architectural services rendered the former German

Government prior to World War II.

In the late 1930's the claimant was retained by the former Ger-

man Government as the architect for an embassy which it was

proposing to build in Washington. After rendering fairly exten-

sive services, the claimant disassociated himself from the project

when he found himself at odds with the military policies Germany

was then following. The outbreak of hostilities a short time later

resulted in the complete abandonment of the project and the em-

bassy has never been built.

Subsequently, the claimant filed alternative claims with the

Department of Justice under the Trading with the Enemy Act,

the statute which governs the distribution to various claimants of

the assets of the German Government and of German nationals

which were seized at the beginning of World War II. He desired

relief in the alternative, either on the basis of a lien against specific

real property owned by the German Government in the District

of Columbia or on the basis of an ordinary debt owing for serv-

ices rendered. The lien basis for the claim was rejected because

a lien could not legally be asserted against governmental property

and because the claimant's services never resulted in specific im-

provements to the property in question, ordinarily a condition

precedent to the assertion of a valid lien. However, a claim based

on the existence of a debt for personal services rendered is now
pending before the Department of Justice, and although no final
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determination can be made until processing of related claims

under the Trading with the Enemy Act has been accomplished, it

appears that the claimant will ultimately have his debt claim

approved in such amount as is found to be owing to him.

This case has one major issue, revolving around the question of

whether the facts and circumstances warrant the special treat-

ment proposed for this claimant. In my opinion they do not.

The claimant has an acknowledged claim under the Trading with

the Enemy Act. The provisions of that Act were designed to

provide orderly and equitable procedures for the distribution of

vested enemy property. I do not believe these procedures should

be ignored merely because it can be shown that proceeds in ex-

cess of the amount of the present claim have been realized from

the sale of a portion of the land formerly owned by the German
Government on which the embassy was to have been built. There

are thousands of other debt claims equal or higher in priority to

Colonel Cunningham's. At present there can be no assurance

that the ultimate realization on vested German property will per-

mit these to be paid at full value. It would clearly be discrimina-

tory to place this claim in a preferred position.

Furthermore, I cannot subscribe to the view that the bill should

be approved because such action will provide for prompt settle-

ment of an acknowledged claim. All claimants would like to have

prompt settlements. No valid reason is given for preferring this

claimant ahead of all others. To set aside the procedures pre-

scribed by general law would lead other claimants to seek special

legislation to speed the settlement of their claims. To my mind
this is one of the exact contingencies that the Trading with the

Enemy Act was designed for.

DwnLGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The memorandum was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver,

Colo.
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169 € Memorandum of Disapproval of Bill for

the Relief of the Cityand County of Denver,

Colorado. August 15, 1953

I HAVE WITHHELD my approval from H.R. 2750, "For the

relief of the city and county of Denver, Colorado."

This bill would authorize a payment of $4,741.72 to the city

and county of Denver, on account of street improvements in front

of property of the United States adjoining Lowry Air Force Base.

This represents the amount that would have been assessable

against the property if it were privately owned.

Considered simply in terms of the specific facts, the claim for

payment seems equitable. The Department of the Air Force

has stated that the improvements "are definitely beneficial and

desirable to the conmiunity and to the adjacent Federal prop-

erty." Since there is no legal authority under which the Depart-

ment can make payment, special private legislation is the only

avenue of relief presently available.

But the claim covered in this bill is not unique, nor are the

facts so peculiar and local that approval would set no precedent.

On the contrary, there are indications that if the bill is approved

other communities may be expected to press similar—^and perhaps

equally meritorious—claims to payment for local improvements

adjacent to Federal real property.

A long established principle of law and policy in our Federal

system of government is the constitutional immunity of the Fed-

eral Government from State and local taxation, including special

assessments, and the reciprocal constitutional immunity of State

and local governments from Federal taxation. A breach of one

immunity could weaken the other.

In the past, the Congress has never consented to the general

application of special assessments to property of the Federal Gov-

ernment. Legislation has been enacted from time to time grant-
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ing limited consent to State or local taxes designated Federal

properties or activities, or providing for payments in lieu of taxes

under specified conditions. A few of these laws have permitted

special assessments on certain Federal properties. On the other

hand, the Congress has had before it bills proposing to grant

general consent for the levy of special assessments for local im-

provements beneficial to Federal Government property, but such

legislation has not been enacted.

The present Congress recently approved my recommendation

that a Commission on Intergovernmental Relations be established

to study the means of achieving a sounder relationship between

Federal, State, and local governments. I believe that the exercise

of taxing powers is within the scope of the Commission's assign-

ment, and I shall request that its report include recommendations

as to how to solve the many difiicult problems which arise in the

field of intergovernmental tax immunities.

The basic question imderlying the enrolled bill, H.R. 2750, is

whether the Federal Government should adhere to its constitu-

tional tax immunity or should forego it in this particular instance

and possibly in other cases. Since this involves the question of

modifying a long established policy, I believe that it should be

decided broadly and deliberately, rather than through a succession

of piece-meal decisions on individual requests. Moreover, I be-

lieve such a decision can best be reached in the light of the general

suggestions which will be derived from the work of the Conmiis-

sion on Intergovernmental Relations.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The memorandiim was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver,

Colo.
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170 ^ Citation AccompanyingMedal of Honor

Awarded to Second Lieutenant George H. O'Brien,

Jr. August I y, I Q^:^

THE PRESIDENT of the United States in the name of The Con-

gress takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to

SECOND LIEUTENANT GEORGE H. O^BRIEN, JR.,

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CriATiON

:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty as a Rifle Platoon Commander
of Company H, Third Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine

Division (Reinforced), in action against enemy aggressor forces

in Korea on 27 October 1952. With his platoon subjected to an

intense mortar and artillery bombardment while preparing to

assault a vitally important hill position on the main line of resist-

ance which had been overrun by a numerically superior enemy
force on the preceding night, Second Lieutenant O'Brien leaped

from his trench when the attack signal was given and, shouting for

his men to follow, raced across an exposed saddle and up the

enemy-held hill through a virtual hail of deadly small-arms,

artillery and mortar fire. Although shot through the arm and

thrown to the ground by hostile automatic-weapons fire as he

neared the well-entrenched enemy position, he bravely regained

his feet, waved his men onward and continued to spearhead the

assault, pausing only long enough to go to the aid of a wounded

Marine. Encountering the enemy at close range, he proceeded

to hurl hand grenades into the bunkers and, utilizing his carbine

to best advantage in savage hand-to-hand combat, succeeded in

killing at least three of the enemy. Struck down by the concussion

of grenades on three occasions during the subsequent action, he
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steadfastly refused to be evacuated for medical treatment and

continued to lead his platoon in the assault for a period of nearly

four hours, repeatedly encouraging his men and maintaining

superb direction of the unit. With the attack halted, he set up a

defense with his remaining forces to prepare for a counterattack,

personally checking each position, attending to the wounded and

expediting their evacuation. When a relief of the position was

effected by another unit, he remained to cover the withdrawal

and to assure that no wounded were left behind. By his exception-

ally daring and forceful leadership in the face of overwhelming

odds. Second Lieutenant O'Brien served as a constant source of

inspiration to all who observed him and was greatly instrumental

in the recapture of a strategic position on the main line of resist-

ance. His indomitable determination and valiant fighting spirit

reflect the highest credit upon himself and enhance the finest

traditions of the United States Naval Service.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The citation was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

See also Item 229.

171 ^ Statement by the PresidentApproving a

Statement of Policyon Electric Powerby the

Secretary of the Interior. August 1 8, 1 953

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR is today announcing

a policy governing the planning, generation, distribution, and dis-

posal of electric power for which the Department of the Interior

is the responsible agent under the law.

This policy is in accord with the principle that the states and

local communities, private citizens and the Federal Government

itself should cooperate in an effort actively to encourage the de-

velopment of the natural resources of the country.

I fully approve of this policy, and the various Cabinet officers
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and agency heads who are dkectly concerned have expressed,

after careful review of the problem, their full agreement. It is

my hope and my considered belief that, translated into action,

this policy will serve the best interests of all the people of the

United States.

note: The President's statement was

released at Lowry Air Force Base,

Denver, Colo.

The Department of the Interior

Power Policy, dated July 31, 1953

( 1 1 pp. ) , was released by the Depart-

ment together with a 3-page state-

ment relating to the policy and a

I -page summary noting comparisons

of the new policy with past practices.

172 ^ Exchange of Messages Between the

President and King Paul of Greece Concerningan

Earthquake Disaster. August i8, 1953

[ Released August i8, 1953. Dated August 14, 1953 ]

TOGETHER with the people and Government of the United

States I express my profound sympathy to the suffering people

of Greece whose families have been killed or injured and homes

destroyed in the recent earthquake. Rest assured the American

Red Cross and United States Government agencies already

assisting will continue to see you through this disaster.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: King Paul's message follows:

I was greatly touched by your kind

message, and together with my peo-

ple am indeed grateful to you per-

sonally and to the government and

the people of the United States for

your sympathy and prompt assist-

ance in our disaster. I would also

like to express to you our warmest

thanks for the valuable aid given to

us by the American Red Cross and

the United States Government

agency as well as for the courageous

and efficient help of the United States

Navy and Air Force to our distressed

areas.

Paul R.

The messages were released at

Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.
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1 73 ^ Statementby the President Concerning

Aid by the Red Cross to Victims of the Earthquake

Disaster in Greece. August 1 8, 1 953

I AM pleased to learn that the American Red Cross is responding

to the appeal of the Greek Red Cross to assist in relieving the

distressed victims of the tragic earthquake in Greece.

As Honorary President of the American Red Cross I am con-

fident that the people of the United States will respond gen-

erously in helping to alleviate the suffering of the people of Greece

who have contributed so much to our common cause of freedom.

note: The statement was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

174 ^ CitationAccompanying Medal of Honor

Awarded to Private First Class Alford L.

McLaughlin. August 18, 1953

THE PRESIDENT of the United States in the name of The
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to

PRTVATE FIRST CLASS ALFORD L. MG LAUGHUN,
UNIPED STATES MARINE GORPS,

for service as set forth in the following

CriATioN

:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Machine

Gunner of Company I, Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, First

Marine Division (Reinforced) , in action against enemy aggressor

forces in Korea on the night of 4-5 September i952. Volunteer-

ing for his second continuous tour of duty on a strategic combat

outpost far in advance of the main line of resistance. Private
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First Class McLaughlin, although operating under a barrage

of enemy artillery and mortar fire, set up plans for the defense

of his position which proved decisive in the successful defense

of the outpost. When hostile forces attacked in battalion

strength during the night, he maintained a constant flow of

devastating fire upon the enemy, alternately employing two
machine guns, a carbine and hand grenades. Although pain-

fully wounded, he bravely fired the machine guns from the

hip until his hands became blistered by the extreme heat from
the weapons and, placing the guns on the ground to allow

them to cool, continued to defend the position with his

carbine and grenades. Standing up in full view, he shouted

words of encouragement to his comrades above the din of

battle and, throughout a series of fanatical enemy attacks,

sprayed the surrounding area with deadly fire, accounting for an

estimated one hundred and fifty enemy dead and fifty wounded.

By his indomitable courage, superb leadership and valiant fight-

ing spirit in the face of overwhelming odds. Private First Class

McLaughlin served to inspire his fellow Marines in their gallant

stand against the enemy and was directly instrumental in pre-

venting the vital outpost from falling into the hands of a deter-

mined and numerically superior hostile force. His outstanding

heroism and unwavering devotion to duty reflect the highest credit

upon himself and enhance the finest traditions of the United

States Naval Service.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The citation was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

See also Item 229.
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175 ^ Citation Accompanying Medal ofHonor

Awarded to Private First Glass Robert E. Simanek.

August 20, ig^^

THE PRESIDENT of the United States in the name of The
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to

PRIVATE FIRST GLASS ROBERT E. SIMANEK,

UNFFED STATES MARINE CORPS,

for service as set forth in the following

Citation :

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty while serving with Company
F, Second Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division (Rein-

forced), in action against enemy aggressor forces in Korea on

17 August 1952. While accompanying a patrol en route to oc-

cupy a combat outpost forward of friendly lines. Private First

Class Simanek exhibited a high degree of courage and a resolute

spirit of self-sacrifice in protecting the lives of his fellow Marines.

With his unit ambushed by an intense concentration of enemy

mortar and small-arms fire, and suffering heavy casualties, he

was forced to seek cover with the remaining members of the

patrol in a near-by trench line. Determined to save his com-

rades when a hostile grenade was hurled into their midst, he

unhesitatingly threw himself on the deadly missile, absorbing the

shattering violence of the exploding charge in his own body and

shielding his fellow Marines from serious injury or death.

Gravely wounded as a result of his heroic action. Private First

Class Simanek, by his daring initiative and great personal valor

in the face of almost certain death, served to inspire all who
observed him and upheld the highest traditions of the United

States Naval Service.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
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note: The citation was released at Lowry Air Force Base^ Denver, Colo.

See also Item 229.

176 ^ Letter toLewis W.Douglas Concerning

Reporton His Financial and Economic Mission to

the United Kingdom. August 24, 1953

[ Released August 24, 1953. Dated July 21, 1953 ]

Dear Lew:

The report of your mission following up the financial and eco-

nomic discussions held in Washington last March between rep-

resentatives of the United Kingdom and the United States is here

and I have now had a chance to read it carefully. It is clearly

the product of your own studious attitude and your great

understanding of dollar-sterling relationships.

Your study strikes me as a most valuable contribution toward

illuminating the still dark comers of this highly significant matter.

It has in it a vein of candor, both with respect to the United

Kingdom's position and our own, which is, I think, refreshing

and very useful. I plan to transmit for study a copy of this report

to the head of each department and agency of the Executive

Branch concerned with foreign economic policy. It is my inten-

tion to release the report when I forward it to the Chairman of

the Commission on Foreign Economic Policy upon its formation

in the near future. I regard your study as an important docu-

ment for the consideration of that Commission.

In accepting this report and releasing you from the assignment

you undertook in my name and as the Secretary of State's deputy,

I want you to know of my genuine gratitude for this new chapter

in your long record of dedicated public service. Please convey

my thanks also to those who assisted you in this useful contribution

to one of the perplexing problems of our time.

With warm regard.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower
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note: The report is in the form of a of the Commission on Foreign Eco-

letter to the President dated July 14. nomic Policy (see Item 177), the re-

Together with the President's letter port was released at Lowry Air Force

to Mr. Douglas, and a letter trans- Base, Denver, Colo. It is published

mitting the report to the Chairman in the Department of State Bulletin

(vol. 29, p. 275).

177 ^ Letter to Clarence Randall, Chairman,

Commission on Foreign Economic Policy,

Transmitting the Douglas Report.

August 24,, 1953

Dear Mr. Randall:

I am transmitting herewith the report of the Lewis Douglas

mission following up the financial and economic conversations

held between representatives of the United Kingdom and of our

Government in Washington last March.

The analysis and findings of the Douglas report represent, in

my opinion, a real contribution to thinking in the field of dollar-

sterling relationships. I commend the report to the eamest at-

tention of you and your associates as you undertake your canvass

of the whole broad field of foreign economic policy.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

NOTE : See Item 1 76 and note.

178 ^ Exchange of Letters Between the President

and Prime Minister Zahedi Concerning the Need

for Increased Aid to Iran. September i , 1953

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I have received your letter of August 26 regarding the problems

which you face in Iran. The American people continue to be
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deeply interested in the independence of Iran and the well-being

of the Iranian people. We have followed policies in Iran, as in

other countries of the free world, designed, to assist peoples of

those countries to bring about economic development which will

lead to higher standards of living and wider horizons in knowl-

edge and opportunity. I am gratified that the aid which we have

extended has contributed to the security of Iran and to the raising

of the technical efficiency of the Iranian people. I am also

pleased to have your assurance that your Government desires to

maintain friendly relations with other members of the family of

nations and that it will pursue a policy of eliminating such dif-

ferences as may exist or which may develop with other countries

in a spirit of friendliness and in accordance with accepted prin-

ciples of international intercourse.

In an effort to assist you in dealing with your immediate prob-

lems, I have authorized my Ambassador to Iran to consult with

you regarding the development of our aid programs there. I

recognize that your needs are pressing. Your request will receive

our sympathetic consideration and I can assure you that we stand

ready to assist you in achieving the aspirations for your country

which you have oiltlined.

Please accept, Mr. Prime Minister, the assurances of my high-

est consideration.

Dv^GHT D. Eisenhower

note: Prime Minister Zahedi's letter of the country and to the raising of

follows: its technical efHciency. The assist-

ance which the United States is al-

Dear Mr. President:
^^^^^ rendering Iran, helpful 35 it is,

I wish to express to you and is unfortunately not sufficient in

through you to the American people amount and character to tide Iran

the appreciation of the Iranian Gov- over the financial and economic crisis

emment and people for the aid which which I find it to be facing. The
the United States has extended to treasury is empty; foreign exchange

Iran during recent years. This aid resources are exhausted; the national

has contributed much to the security economy is deteriorated. Iran needs
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immediate financial aid to enable it

to emerge from a state of economic

and financial chaos.

Iran also requires aid of an eco-

nomic character to enable it to carry

out programs which the government

is preparing for developing its agri-

culture and industry, for exploiting its

rich mineral resources, for improving

its transport and communications, for

strengthening its internal and foreign

trade, and for raising the health, edu-

cation and technical levels of the

Iranian people.

The people of Iran are anxious to

have a prosperous, orderly country in

which they can enjoy higher stand-

ards of living and make greater use

of their talents and resources. They
are willing, if given an opportunity,

to work hard in order to obtain these

objectives, but the realization of their

aspirations may be delayed for some

time unless they receive technical, fi-

nancial, and economic aid from

abroad. I hope that the United

States will find it possible at this

critical moment in Iranian history to

come to my country's assistance as it

has done on occasions in the past.

In conclusion, I would like to em-
phasize that it is the intention of the

new Crovernment of Iran not only

to strengthen the country internally

but also to improve its international

position. The government desires to

maintain friendly relations with the

other members of the family of na-

tions on a basis of mutual respect. It

will pursue a policy of eliminating

such differences as may exist or which

may develop between other countries

and itself in a spirit of friendliness

and in accordance with accepted

principles of international inter-

course. I am sure that I voice the

feelings of the great majority of the

people of Iran when I state that Iran

desires to contribute its share to the

maintenance of peace and to the pro-

motion of international goodwill.

Please accept, Mr. President, the

assurance of my highest considera-

tion.

General F. Zahedi

The letters were released at Lowry
Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

On September 5 the White House
announced that the President had
made available on an emergency basis

$45 million to be used for the im-

mediate economic assistance of Iran

under the Mutual Security Act. The
release pointed out that the amount
was in addition to existing U.S. tech-

nical assistance and military pro-

grams in Iran.
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179 ^ Memorandum on theCommunity Chest

and United Fund Campaigns. September 4, 1953

To the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies:

Under date of June 22, 1953 ^ addressed a communication to

you regarding cooperation of the Federal government in the fall

campaigns of Community Chests and United Funds to be held

all over the country.

In order that we may reinforce our assurance of cooperation I

have approved the appointment of George M. Humphrey, Secre-

tary of the Treasury, as Vice-Chairman for the Federal

government of United Conmiunity Campaigns. Through Mr.

Humphrey you will receive further word of detailed arrangements

so that all employes of the Federal government in communities

throughout the United States and its territories and possessions

may have the opportunity to subscribe and to pay their subscrip-

tions over an extended period.

I am confident that you will be glad to join with Mr. Humphrey
in this program which involves support of voluntary health and

welfare services in more than 1700 local communities and which

also includes support of the United Defense Fund. The service

of the USO to the armed forces, help to conununities over-

whelmed by defense activities and relief to Korea are all provided,

as you know, through the United Defense Fund.

Dv^GHT D. Eisenhower

note: The memorandum was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver,

Colo.
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1 80 ^ Letter to the Commissioner of Indian

Affairs Gonceming His Meetings With the Major

Tribal Groups. September 5, 1953

[ Released September 5, 1953. Dated September 2, 1953 ]

Dear Commissioner Emmons:

This Administration, as you know, has pledged itself to con-

sult with the Indian people of this country and to give them every

opportunity for a full expression of their desires, suggestions, hopes

and aspirations. In order to fulfill this pledge, I am asking you,

as my personal representative, to go into the home territory of

the Indians during the next several months and meet with each

of the major tribal groups of the country.

Please emphasize to the Indian people our sincere desire for the

benefit of their views. While we cannot anticipate that there

will always be perfect agreement between the Indians and their

Government as a result of these conferences, it is essential for us

to learn firsthand their thoughts, needs, and aspirations. Only

with such knowledge can we move forward with a warm and

realistic understanding in shaping policies and programs for the

future administration of Indian affairs.

I realize that the task I am assigning you will be arduous and

that it will make heavy demands on your time and energies dur-

ing the next few months. I am confident, however, that our In-

dian citizens will appreciate the effort you are making and the

spirit directing it.

Please express to each of the Indian groups you meet my warm
personal greetings and my heartfelt personal assurance that our

ruling aim in Indian affairs is to meet and to deal with them

justly and progressivelyon all matters at all times.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: The letter was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.
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1 8 1 ^ Statement by the President: Labor Day.

September y^ 1953

IN THIS year of continuing international tension, we com-
memorate with an unusual measure of gratitude in our hearts,

the day set aside as a salute to American labor, and we contem-

plate with renewed appreciation the principles that make and
keep us a free people.

The workers of America are witnesses, before the world, of the

strength, the pride and the prosperity that alone can be won by

free labor. They are strong in their independent unions. They
are proud beyond the temptations of political subservience. They
are an indestructible bulwark of free govemment.

These witnesses to freedom's blessings give the lie to the sly

evil of the promises of totalitarianism. They mock the false in-

sinuation that economic well-being can be purchased only at the

cost of political freedom. They are the final answer to those who
prate freedom and practice slavery, who excuse terror and ag-

gression in the name of concern for the very workers whose lives

they stifle.

Free American labor has won for itself the enjoyment of a

standard of living unmatched in history. The contemporary

world knows no comparison with it. There is only brutal contrast

to it. To this, there is no more pitiful and dramatic testimony

than the food which this free people has been able to send to feed

hundreds of thousands suffering the peculiar torments of the

proletarian paradise of Eastern Germany.

This is a day sincerely to salute American labor: its freedom,

its dignity, its matchless productive genius—and the lesson it

records for all men to read, for all time to come.

NOTE : The statement was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.
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1 82 ^ Statement by the President on the Death

of Chief Justice Vinson. September 8, 1 953

I SHARE the nation's shock and grief over Chief Justice Vinson's

untimely death. He was my close personal friend for many
years and a statesman and jurist whom I admired deeply.

A man of exemplary character, he possessed great human un-

derstanding, appreciation of our national heritage and a keen

mind. He has filled positions of great responsibility in all three

branches of Government—legislative, administrative and judicial.

In all of them he served with efficiency, dignity and integrity. He
was an outstanding citizen whose death is a loss to America.

note: In addition to the foregoing half-staff for 30 days on all Govem-
statement, the President issued Proc- ment buildings in the United States

lamation 3031 (3 CFR, 1949-1953 and in foreign countries, and that ap-

Comp., p. 205) which provided that, propriate civil, military, and naval

as a mark of respect to the memory honors be rendered. The statement

of Chief Justice Vinson, the flag of and the proclamation were released

the United States should be flown at at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver,

Colo.

1 83 ^ Statementby the President on the

Occasion of the JewishNew Year.

September lo, 1953

I AM happy to extend my warmest greetings to all Americans of

Jewish faith on the occasion of the Jewish New Year.

Among the greatest lessons your history can teach, as the world
struggles to find its way toward peace, are the patience and good
will that have so frequently seen expression in the thousands of

years of Jewish life. May this New Year bring to peoples of

good faith everywhere the reassurance that more tranquil days

are indeed near, and that the citizens of all nations will learn to
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live together with the understanding and harmony that God-

loving people so fervently desire.

DWIGHT D. ElSENHGW^ER

note: The statement was released at Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

184 ^ Letter Accepting Resignation ofMartin

P. Durkin as Secretary of Labor.

September 10, 1953

Dear Martin:

As I told you this morning, I deeply regret the necessity ex-

pressed in your letter of August thirty-first compelling you to

return to private life. I have no course, however, but to respect

your wishes, and to accept your resignation as of this date.

You will be both missed and remembered. I say this not only

with the warmth of a friend, but also as one deeply concerned with

all the problems that are the special charge of the Department of

Labor.

Your patient skill and rich experience have been of unique

value. They have enabled you, in a remarkably short time, to

summon talent and to initiate policies that can inspire a truly

effective Department of Labor in the future. You know, I believe,

beyond the need of reiteration, my personal conviction that the

principal key to the strength of our working democracy is the

assurance of both industrial peace and the vitality of our free

labor unions. The extent to which these purposes can be served

by the Federal Government in large measure depends upon the

vigor and capacity of our Department of Labor. You can be sure

that these simple convictions—^which, I know, you fully share and

which have governed our decisions to this date—^will prevail with

equal force in the future.

I sincerely extend to you my warm wishes for a career of re-

newed distinction in whatever you undertake, and my lasting
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appreciation for the spirit of unselfish service that has character-

ized your work in this Administration.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: Mr. Durkin was appointed the President's reply were released at

Secretary of Labor on January 21, Lowry Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

1953. His letter of resignation and

185 ^ Exchange of Letters Between the President

and Mayor Ernst Reuter Concerning Conditions in

Berlin. September 185 1953

[Released September 18, 1953. Dated August 22, 1953]

My dear Mayor Reuter:

Thank you very much for your kind letter of August 10. I

also am most gratified by the success which the cooperation of

the Berlin authorities, the Federal Republic and the United States

Government has achieved in bringing urgently needed food as

tangible evidence of our friendship to the unfortunate people of

Soviet occupied Germany. I am impressed with the overwhelm-

ing response and with the courage displayed in the face of the

many obstacles which the communist authorities have put in the

way of these people. It is clear to me that the people of Soviet

occupied Germany understand that their welfare deeply concerns

the free world which, as you point out, is determined to help them

in every way possible.

The American people have not lost sight of the serious diffi-

culties with which the people of West Berlin must cope so long as

they are separated from their fellow Germans in the East and

West, and cannot enjoy free communication and unimpeded

access to supplies of raw materials and markets for their produc-

tion. While great progress has been made in raising the level

of economic activity and employment in West Berlin we all realize
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that much remains to be done. The present investment and work

relief programs in Berlin were, I am informed, carefully developed

in the light of the needs of Berlin and the ability of the Berlin

authorities, business and labor, to assist in the creation of addi-

tional jobs in existing or new enterprises.

I have no doubt that the Berlin authorities can improve present

programs in consultation with the Bonn authorities and the Office

of the United States High Commissioner. If proposals can be

devised which would give promise of a further substantial increase

in employment in Berlin, the United States Government would be

prepared to explore with the Federal Republic what further steps

the two governments might find it possible to take to achieve this

objective.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Mayor Renter's letter of Au-

gust 10 follows:

Mr. President:

Mr. Leo Cheme forwarded to me
the picture taken in Washington in

March 1953 when you were kind

enough to receive me. It was very

kind of you to write on this photo-

graph a personal dedication in re-

membrance of my visit to you.

Thanking you for your kindness I

should like to avail myself of the op-

portunity to express my warmest

thanks for the food gift which we are

at present distributing to the people

of the Soviet Zone and East Berlin.

As a matter of fact, this gift is the

most effective way of assisting these

really destitute people. Everybody

attending the distribution of the food

is deeply touched by the patience.

with which these people wait for

hours, by their poor clothing and also

by their joy upon receiving their

share. We shall do all we can in

order to organize the distribution of

the gift so that as many of these dis-

tressed people as possible are given

an opportunity to participate in this

relief program. There is no doubt

that the distribution of food contrib-

utes much to demonstrate to these

people that they have not been for-

gotten by the free world and that the

free world backs them and is deter-

mined to help them wherever possi-

ble. Every food parcel so distributed

strengthens the natural and unalter-

able ties between these people living

under unbelievably difficult economic

and political conditions and the free

world.

In order to cope with the unex-
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pectedly great rush numerous West-

JBerliners have volunteered their help

for the distribution. This attitude of

the people of West Berlin is all the

more remarkable as a considerable

part of the people of West Berlin are

also living in needy circumstances. In

spite of every effort made by us, there

are still 225,000 unemployed who

have to live on unemployment insur-

ance and unemployment benefit.

You know that in spite of all difficul-

ties, the people of Berlin have never

been diverted from their determina-

tion to maintain and defend the free-

dom and independence of Berlin.

Without the unparalleled attitude of

the Berliners during the last years,

the revolts of June 16 and 17 which

attracted the attention of the whole

world would have never happened.

Therefore, I should like to express

my conviction and hope that, the

stronger and healthier Berlin is as a

whole, the greater will also be the

power radiating from the city into

the surrounding Soviet Zone. There-

fore, the reduction of the number of

unemployed in Berlin is an urgent

political and moral concern of the

entire free world. If we succeed in

creating before long another 50 to

100 thousand places of work, we shall

be in a position to add another de-

cisive victory to the moral and politi-

cal success achieved by the events of

June 16 and 17 and the distribution

of food which is still being carried

through.

If, besides expressing my thanks

for this kind dedication you wrote on

the photograph, I spoke of the sor-

rows and needs of Berlin, I have done

so, Mr. President, because I am well

aware of the understanding and sym-

pathy you have always shown for the

needs of this city and its people.

With the renewed assurance of my

highest esteem, I remain, Mr.

President,

Yours sincerely,

Ernst Reuter

The letters were released at Lowry

Air Force Base, Denver, Colo.

186 ^ Statementby the President Concerning

the New Commission on Intergovemmental

Relations. September 18, 1953

COMPLETION TODAY of the membership of the Commission

on Intergovernmental Relations marks the commencement of an

historic undertaking: the elimination of frictions, duplications

and waste from Federal-State relations; the clear definition of
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lines of governmental authority in our nation; the increase in

efficiency in a multitude of governmental programs vital to the

welfare of all Americans.

The members of the new conmiission are distinguished, able,

wisely informed in the area of study, and broadly representative

in the problem area.

They have my deep appreciation and, I am sure, the apprecia-

tion of all Americans for their willing dedication of their valuable

time and talent to this great national purpose.

note: a list of the 25 members of the leased with the President's statement

Commission, of which Clarence E. at Lowry Air Force Base in Denver,

Manion served as Chairman, was re- Colo. See also Items 16, 39, above.

1 87 ^ Address at theNew England "Forward

to '54" Dinner, Boston, Massachusetts.

September 21 y 1953

My fellow Americans:

After the embarrassing generosity of the complunents that have

been paid me this evening from this platform, you can well un-

derstand that I am in some danger of thinking a little too well of

myself. Thank goodness, many years ago, I had a preceptor, for

whom my admiration has never died, and he had a favorite say-

ing, one that I trust I try to live by. It was: always take your job

seriously, never yourself.

Now, in spite of this embarrassment, I would like on this oc-

casion and in front of this audience, to say just a word of my ob-

ligation to some of the political leaders that have appeared here

this evening, and who do us so much honor by their presence.

I have just been introduced by Senator Saltonstall, the Chair-

man of the great National Defense Senate Committee, and as such

a crucial and key figure in that great body. Very naturally, I

am happy to be with my colleague and old friend, Chris Herter,
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your Governor, whom I expect again to be Governor. And then

John Lodge, Governor of Connecticut, and Governor Cross of

Maine—and I shall not forget it is the northeastern of our States.

And Senator George Aiken, Chairman of that great Agricultural

Committee; and Secretary of Commerce, my colleague in Wash-

ington, Sinclair Weeks. And of course, every day each of us has

many reasons for feeling indebted to Ambassador Henry Cabot

Lodge for his work in the United Nations.

Of course, I cannot possibly list all of the great individuals who
are here this evening, but certainly I must mention my friend

Governor Gregg of New Hampshire, and Lieutenant Governor

Johnson, Senator Flanders; and finally I think there must be

something unique that we can have here on the platform this

evening both the present and the future Speaker of the House of

Representatives in Washington, and the present and the next

President ProTem of the Senate.

I suggest that a list of names such as I have just recited gives

some idea of the brilliance of the political leadership that this

great section of our country—^the thumb of our country, if you

please—^has produced. I pay here my tribute to them.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the Republican Party is nearing

the 1 00th Anniversary of its founding.

Now, we would be wise, I think, to recall briefly the circum-

stances of that event, just a few months short of 100 years ago.

It came with the meeting of a small group of rebellious Whigs

and disenchanted Democrats in the little town of Ripon, Wiscon-

sin. Other towns, understandably coveting the honors of history,

dispute the particular claim of this Wisconsin commimity. And
indeed political dissent and disillusion were seething in those

years far across town limits and state borders. Everywhere the

tremors of a divided nation were felt. To many, the drift toward

civil war seemed fatefuUy sure. But there is no dispute as to the

purpose inspiring the many groups who reached for a new hope

and a new party which they called Republican. That purpose,

everywhere plainly defined and passionately proclaimed, was to
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halt the extension of the institution of slavery.

We, who shall shortly be celebrating the looth Anniversary of

that party that came so to birth, find ourselves, too, living in a

time dark with the shadow of dreaded war. It is a time, too,

which has seen an institution of slavery—^now elevated to the

awful dignity of a political philosophy and inspired with the

terrible ambition of world conquest—divide not a nation, but

the world, against itself. And at this precise time again there

has come the summons of the American people calling upon the

Republican Party to redeem the hopes of the past and to save

the promise of the future.

The circumstances of this anniversary, then, call for much more
than the oratory of self-congratulation. They call for more than

any display—^however justified—of partisan pride. For even as

we meet as Republicans, our minds are troubled by problems and

stirred by sentiments far transcending the self-interest of a political

party. Our hearts are filled with concern for the welfare and

the safety of our country. Such concern instantly and inevitably

involves attention to the strength and security of the whole free

world. We therefore see our Party not as an end in itself but

as a magnificent means—a means through which countless thou-

sands of devoted citizens can cooperate in the conquering of prob-

lems that beset free men everywhere. I believe, therefore, you

will agree that my duty as President is to address you, not as

partisans, but first, and above all, as patriots of America and

citizens of the world.

In this spirit, I suggest that there is one particular and indis-

pensable way in which each one of us can take part in this

Republican Centennial. This way has none of the color of a

fireworks display, none of the thrill of a political convention. It

is a simple matter of faith and purpose: to define clearly and hon-

estly, in our own minds the kind of political party in which we

believe and which we propose to maintain.

To do this is, of course, not simple at all. It is to define the

political institution to which our energies are dedicated—and
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upon which can depend even the future of freedom itself.

What I presume to suggest to you, I cannot, of course, myself

evade. As your guest this evening, I have accorded myself the

privilege, therefore, of addressing aloud to you some of my own
thoughts on the Party in which I believe.

It is logical to look for the clearest marks of a Party in its

record in office. The record of the present Administration is too

short to be anything like definitive. But the facts that are plain

are also indicative of deeply held ideas of the widest meaning.

There are, already in this record, these facts:

We have observed and practiced true bi-partisanship in inter-

national affairs, believing that no matter what domestic differ-

ences can create and animate parties at home we must present

a substantially solid American front to all with whom we deal

abroad.

We have seen a cessation of fighting in the Korean War, giving

us relief from the pain of casualty lists and allowing us to work

more effectively for the nation's security against threats originat-

ing anywhere in the world.

We have given to the world the clearest testimony to our firm

allegiance to the common cause and needs of free peoples every-

where. We have sent shipments of wheat to Pakistan, medical

and reconstruction supplies to Korea, food to Berlin. We have

promised that our country will welcome tens of thousands of

refugees from the terror of enslavement in lands of darkness.

Recognizing that neither freedom nor safety can be found by

any one nation alone, we have continued to build coalitions to

promote, on a cooperative basis, the security of all.

We have lifted stifling artificial controls from our economy,

counting upon the American genius for creative initiative to

advance the frontiers of our prosperity beyond the hopes of past

generations.

We have simplified customs regulations. Knowing that ma-

terials from abroad are as vital to our economy as foreign markets

to receive our goods, we have initiated a review of our entire
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tariff policy. This looks toward the encouragement of greater

and more equitable trade among all free nations. To permit

time for this, the Congress extended the Reciprocal Trade Act.

We have used the legitimate and necessary authority of the

Federal Government to steady farm prices, meanwhile blueprint-

ing the extension of social security coverage to more than 10 mil-

lion unprotected citizens.

Dedicated to the fullest use of the nation's resources for the

welfare of all, we have redefined policy on public power to assure

the maximum of local participation and decision in projects that

require the partnership of national, state and local governments.

We are continuing to study and will submit to the next session

of the Congress, recommendations for making more secure our

industrial peace and productivity, more clear and explicit the

rights of labor, its unions and its employers.

We have undertaken with determination the work of cleaning

up governmental operations, and have made extraordinary prog-

ress with this job that so badly needed doing. We have reorgan-

ized more than half a dozen major departments and agencies of

the Federal Government. The introduction of top business man-

agement methods into governmental activity—^while it may be

painful to some—^is proving its worth daily in greater efficiency

and lowered costs.

We have reduced government expenditures by billions of

dollars—^making a balanced budget something a bit nearer to

realization than an accountant's dream. The many billions of

dollars cut from the requests of the prior Administration have

been referred to by Senator Bridges. In addition, 65/2 billions

have been taken from the former estimate of the current

expenditures.

We have, in our respect for priceless civil and human rights,

used the Federal authority, wherever it clearly extends, to erase

the stain of racial discrimination and segregation. We are mak-

ing certain that every government employee is a loyal American.

But we have opposed the confusing of loyalty with conformity,
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and all misguided attempts to convert freedom into a privilege

licensed by censors.

These are some of the deeds of this Administration which serve

as witnesses to some of the truths we hold. They are eloquent

enough, perhaps, in certain areas. But many are little more than

fragments. They suggest rather than define the character and
purpose of those who support or who belong to the Republican

Party.

If we turn from the legislative record of one Congressional

session to the Party history of a hundred years, we leam more that

is indicative—and yet little that is conclusively clear and binding

upon us today.

The fact is not surprising. A century of history records the

changes in institutions : it does not fix their mold. And this was a

century of shattering change: from before Bismarck to after Hit-

ler, from the Third French Empire to the Fourth French Repub-
lic, from Disraeli to Churchill, from Tsar Nicolas I to Malenkov.

Over such a span of time, the only perfectly consistent institu-

tion was a dead institution. And the Republican Party was—^and

is—very much alive. A fact easily forgotten is that through all

those years—^from the first year of War Between the States in

186 1 to the first year of the New Deal in 1933—^the Republican
Party was in office three-fourths of the time. It helped mold each

age and was itself molded by each age—the extremist Party in

one day, the champion of something called "normalcy** in an-

other. With America and with the times, it restlessly changed;
sometimes growing, sometimes faltering, sometimes partially di-

vided—^in short, behaving like a normal, healthy political party

in a vital, thriving Republic.

The ascendancy of the Party through the great part of this

great century is the clearest answer to the feeble but persistent

myth that the Republican Party is simply a conspiracy against

change. The century abounds with such answers. They begin

with the Emancipation Proclamation. And they continue

:

In the i86o's and 'yo's: the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fif-
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teenth Amendments; the purchase of Alaska and the Midway
Islands ; the First Homestead Act

;

In the i88o's and '90's: creation of the Civil Service Commis-

sion; the Sherman Anti-Trust Act; the declaration of the Open
Door Policy in China; the first Inter-American Conferences; the

beginning of a national conservation program with the establish-

ment of the first national forests

;

And from 1900 to the 1930's: establishment of a Department

of Labor and a Department of Commerce; the Pure Food and

Drug Act; the strengthening of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission; the breaking of the great trusts; the first Bureau of

Housing in the Federal Government; the first gigantic multiple-

purpose dam; the model Railway Labor Act; the Kellogg-Briand

Pact; the creation of a Federal Power Commission.

These deeds are the record of a Party that has grown as

America has grown—^seeing and meeting its needs, its responsi-

bilities, and its aspirations. It fears change no more than it fears

life. It knows that the two are one and the same.

Now, my friends, from all this we learn one truth: the living

definition of this Party, at this moment in our history, is not to

be found in the fine print of a legislative record, nor beneath the

dust of our historic archives. It can only be found in our own
hearts and minds. Born of change—born to change—this Party

is and it will be what we make it.

In this sense, let us speak of the Party in which we believe.

We can—I think—define this Party first by its spirit and

secondly by its principles.

Its spirit has distinctive marks. It is young. It is sober. It

is confident. And it is free.

Each of these marks means something quite specific.

This Party is—and must be—^young in spirit and in thought.

It must be young for the simplest of reasons : because it has been

charged with the hopes of the youth of America. A new genera-

tion of Americans is looking toward us with a gaze—^both hopeful

and watchful—that can be neither ignored nor evaded. For this
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generation's hopes for peace, for jobs, for just wages and decent

homes, depend upon our foresight, our candor, our courage. And
to be worthy of this trust, we must, in the deepest sensCj care more

for their hopes than for their votes.

This Party is sober in spirit, for its sense of responsibility makes

it so. We know of no great problem before us that can be solved

by the invention of a slogan. We aspire to proving ourselves more

gifted in civics than in theatrics. We are more concerned with

today's cares than tomorrow's headlines. We believe that there is

no cleverness of phrase that can cover shallowness of thought. We
confess that if America—^its government and its people—^is bravely

to meet the trials of this age of peril, we know of no substitutes

for hard work, intensive thought, constructive criticism, and a

readiness to sacrifice.

This Party is, at the same time and in the same degree, confident

of the future. We believe that our thinking and our emotions are

unclouded by various brands of cynicism that bear the label of

political sophistication. We do not think that America is deca-

dent—^nor that free nations are incapable of achieving unity—^nor

that free peoples are too witless to govem themselves prudently.

We are confident of the strength of our physical resources—the

fullness of our harvests, the speed of our assembly lines, the skills

of our scientists and the stamina of our soldiers. And we are no

less confident of the resources in the hearts and minds of our

people.

And this Party of ours is free. We are the political captives

of no section or interest of our coimtry—and we are the prisoners

of no static political or economic dogmas ruling our decisions. As
a result, it is inconceivable to us to address a single group or

element as a political province or dependency. And we face and

make decisions not in the light of some rigidly preconceived politi-

cal axiom, but in the only light in which we can clearly discern

what is just—the peace and the well-being of our whole people.

And so, if I have described, however inadequately, the spirit of

this Party, this brings us logically and inevitably to the stating of
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its principles. These—^however many they may seem to be upon

analysis—I venture to summarize in this one statement of belief:

We are one nation, gifted by God with the reason and the will

to govern ourselves, and returning our thanks toHim by respecting

His supreme creation—^the free individual.

Here we stand. Here, also—^if you will—are the plain moral

precepts, which define our cause and govern our conduct.

We are one nation and one people.

We—^this American society—^are not the product of some tenta-

tive, calculating, self-interested social contract or alliance between

conflicting classes and sections. We are not some perilously

balanced equation of poKtical convenience in which labor plus

farm plus capital plus management equals America.

In the American design—as we perceive it—each group in our

nation has special problems. None has special rights. Each has

peculiar needs. None has peculiar privileges.

We believe in people, in all the people: laborer and banker,

preacher and teacher, doctor, lawyer, farmer, machinist, white

collar worker, housewife, miner, artist, merchant, rancher, farm

hand, switchman, clerk—^all of them.

The supreme belief of our society is in the dignity and freedom

of the individual. To the respect of that dignity, to the defense

of that freedom, all effort is pledged.

This is no mere academic assertion. This sovereign ideal im-

compromisingly decrees that, in this age of peril, the security of

our whole nation—the preservation of our free system—^must

direct every thought and every decision. We know the enemies

of freedom to be equipped with the most terrible weapons of de-

struction. We know, then, that we can meet them with only one

answer: there is no sacrifice—^no labor, no tax, no service—^too

hard for us to bear to support a logical and necessary defense of

our freedom.

I repeat: this sovereign faith of ours in the freedom and dignity

of the individual is infinitely more than a dry and lifeless philo-

sophic doctrine. It is the nerve and the fiber of our very laws.
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This supreme ideal—^not merely the votes of so many Congress-

men or Senators—^is what sends aid to drought-stricken areas,

guarantees an income to farmers, banishes needless restrictions

on individual enterprise, guards the free union of workers, ex-

tends the protection of social insurance to the aged and to the

needy.

This sovereign ideal we believe to be the very source of the

greatness and the genius of America.

In this, we proclaim nothing very new. It was seen clearly by

a wise French visitor who came to America considerably more

than a century ago. He patiently and persistently sought the

greatness and genius of America in our fields and in our forests,

in our mines and in our commerce, in our Congress and in our

Constitution, and he found them not. But he sought still further

and then he said:

"Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her

pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of

her genius and power.

"America is great because America is good—and if America

ever ceases to be good—^America will cease to be great."

I read those words to such an audience as this once before. It

was here in Boston, 1 1 months ago, in this hall. The utter truth

they held forme then, they hold today.

But these words contain not only a promise but a warning.

And as they apply to America, so they must apply no less to the

political party which is America's chosen servant in these days.

No more as a party than as a nation can we expect to find our

greatness in anything but dedication to the good of America.

We can destroy our cause—even with decent intent—in a

number of ways. There are as many roads to disaster.

We must shun them all.

We must, even in our patriotism, guard against that prideful

nationalism which impatiently breaks the bonds binding all free

peoples. For, in our age, both just principle and selfish interest

conspire to impress upon us one single truth : the cause of free men
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is one everywhere—and the whole suffers from a wound
anywhere.

We must, even in our honest political fervor, fear neither par-

tisan criticism nor self-criticism. For the pretense of perfection is

not one of the marks of good public servants.

And we must, even in our zeal to defeat the enemies of free-

dom, never betray ourselves into seizing their weapons to make
our own defense. A people or a party that is young and sober

and confident and free has no need of censors to purify its thought

or stiffen its will. For the kind of America in which we believe

is too strong ever to acknowledge fear—and too wise ever to fear

knowledge.

This is the kind of America—and the kind of Republican

Party—^in which I believe.

I do not know how to define it with political labels. Such

labels are, in our age, cheap and abundant. But they mean as

little as they cost.

We are many things.

We are liberal—for we do believe that, in judging his own daily

welfare, each citizen, however humble, has greater wisdom than

any government, however great.

We are progressive—for we are less impressed with the diffi-

culties we observed yesterday than the opportunities we envision

tomorrow.

And we are conservative—for we can conceive of no higher

commission that history could have conferred upon us than that

which we humbly bear—^the preservation, in this time of tempest

and of peril, of the spiritual values that alone give dignity and

meaning to man's pilgrimage on this earth.

So, in spirit, we go back through this century of wild and

wondrous change, to find that, after all, certain truths have

changed not at all. For the first Republican President asked

himself: "What constitutes the bulwark of our own liberty and

independence?" And Lincoln answered his own question.

"It is not our frowning battlements," he said, "our bristling
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seacoasts. Our reliance is in the love of liberty which God has

planted in us. Our defense is in the spirit which prizes liberty

as the heritage of all men, in all lands, everywhere."

This truth the whole last century could not change.

It is our prayer and our task that, one hundred years from

now, the same can be said by this people—thankful and free and

at peace.

For the great honor you have done me, ladies and gentlemen,

in coming here and listening so courteously to me, I thank you

humbly from the bottom of my heart.

note: The President spoke at 9:30 publican Committees and by mem-

p.m. at the Boston Garden. bers of the Republican National

The dinner was sponsored by Re- Committees in the six New England

States.

1 88 ^ Exchange of Messages Between the

Presidentand ChancellorAdenauer onAid for the

People of East Germanyand East Berlin.

September 22, 1953

[ Released September 22, 1953. Dated September 21, 1953 ]

Dear Mr. Chancellor:

Thank you for your letter of August 30, 1953, in which you

expressed the gratitude of the people of East Berlin and the Soviet

occupied zone for the help given by the United States in the food

relief program. I am glad that this program has helped to

alleviate the great need of these unfortunate people whose courage

in the face of oppression has been admired the world over.

At the same time you call my attention to the need for warm
clothing and footwear for these same people—^need which might

become acute during the coming winter. I can assure you that

this Government is aware of this need. It is my belief that the

American people will gladly and liberally respond to your plea
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as many of them have done in similar situations in the past

through various voluntary agencies. I shall therefore bring your

letter to the attention of the American people knowing that they

will contribute generously to the organizations which will under-

take to provide such clothing and other required and related

items.

Accept, Mr. Chancellor, the renewed assurance of my highest

esteem.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Chancellor Adenauer's mcs- fact that the population of the East

sage follows: Sector and of the Soviet occupied

zone will be in great need of warm
My dear Mr, President: clothing and footwear. The Federal

It is with deep gratitude that the Government will do everything in its

people of East Berlin and of the So- power to alleviate distress in that re-

viet occupied zone receive the food spect as well. However, I should be

relief granted them, thanks to speedy particularly grateful if the United

action of the United States adminis- States administration would see its

tration. I on my part should like to way of promoting that relief program

express again my sincere gratitude for by making warm clothing, under-

this relief. Your generous readiness wear, stockings and shoes available to

to help these people in distress en- the men, women and children in the

courages me to submit to you another distressed areas,

wish

:

Accept, Mr. President, the renewed

Winter will come within a few assurance of my highest esteem,

months, and we must reckon with the Adenauer

189 ^ Remarks at the American Bankers

Association Convention. September 22, 1953

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen:

My brief appearance before this great convention is for me a

very happy opportunity. It is my pleasurable duty to invite you,

on behalf of my associates in Government and of myself, to this
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city, and to wish for you a very successful and a very enjoyable

convention.

But being here gives me opportunity to express to you something

more than the ritualistic words of welcome, no matter how sincere

they may be—^which they are. It gives me an opportunity, for

example, to thank you for your splendid work in helping sell and

distribute the Government's savings bonds to all our people. With

more than 40 milKon of them owning more than $50 billion worth

of the Govemment's obligations, we know that there is still in our

country the incentive and the determination to save—an incentive

and a determination that have been responsible for so many of the

good things this Nation enjoys.

Beyond this, your coming here brings to the Government a very

great opportunity for cooperative work in this whole field of

finances, the soundness of money, its circulation and its use.

I realize that our Secretary of the Treasury, and other members

of the administration will appear before you to give you their

latest thinking on certain of the important subjects that interest

you. But I want to assure you, first of all, that this is not an

administration that thinks it has all the answers. It is not an

administration that sits up in an ivory tower of lonely isolation

and gives words of wisdom that all of you must obey—or be wrong.

We are here not only to do our duty in government, but to learn.

And through such meetings as this, we learn a lot.

You people, with your fingers on the pulse-beat of the Ameri-

can economy, come here, and by your presence and by your ex-

change of thoughts among yourselves, and with our people, will

leave us, we hope, wiser than when you came. And so for this

kind of thing I come before you to thank you for your help, for

your patriotic interest in the whole American scene, and what we
are doing, and where we are going.

These are the things that interest America today. And they

are going to be solved only as all segments of our economy and our

political life meet with each other, consult with each other, and

therefore reach answers that are truly American—all American,
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not representative of any particular class or group alone, but for

all of us.

And so, for all these reasons, so haltingly expressed, I assure

you that this administration and I are delighted that you are

here. We consider it a great honor and a privilege to meet you,

to extend greetings, and to exchange ideas.

And now my very sincere and best wishes, again, for a most

enjoyable convention, and hoping that you will come back again.

Thank you very much.

note: The President spoke at 10:02 to W. Harold Brenton, President of

a.m. in Constitution Hall. His open- the American Bankers Association,

ing words "Mr. Chairman" referred

1 90 ^ Remarks at the First Meeting of the

Commission on Foreign Economic Policy.

September 22, 1953

NO GROUP of citizens has been called to a higher mission than

the one on which you are setting forth today.

The economic health of our own country and that of other

friendly nations depends in good measure on the success of your

work. Your task is to find acceptable ways and means of widen-

ing and deepening the channels of economic intercourse between

ourselves and our partners of the free world. It is essential that

we help develop new markets for our great productive power

and at the same time assist other nations to earn their own living

in the world.

Because your inquiry is so basic, you will encounter difficulties

—

some old and some new. In dealing with them, I commend to

you an attitude both realistic and bold. Above all, I urge you to

follow one guiding principle : what is best in the national interest.

note: The Commission on Foreign 5 members from the Senate ap-

Economic Policy, consisting of 7 pointed by the Vice President, and

members appointed by the President, 5 members from the House of Repre-
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sentatives appointed by the Speaker, 1953 (67 Stat. 473). Clarence B.

was established by title III of the Randall served as Chairman. See

Trade Agreements Extension Act of also Item 161.

191 ^ Remarks to the Members of the United

States Committee for United Nations Day.

September 2"^, 1953

Mr. Watson, ladies and gentlemen:

There is obviously one deep and abiding bond that joins us

together—those of us here this morning. You have faith and

belief in the United Nations, and so do I. Mr. Watson has

thanked me for my efforts on its behalf. Rather, I think, it is up

to me, as the political head of this Government, to thank each of

you for your voluntary efforts in support of that great institution.

With all its defects, with all the failures that we can check up

against it, it still represents man's best organized hope to substitute

the conference table for the battlefield. It has had its failures,

but it has had its successes. Who knows what could have hap-

pened in these past years of strain and struggle if we hadn't had

the United Nations? I think it is far more than merely a desirable

organization in these days. Where every new invention of the

scientist seems to make it more nearly possible for man to insure

his own elimination from this globe, I think the United Nations

has become sheer necessity.

So when I thank each of you, I am thanking you not only as an

official act from a government that is committed irrevocably to

the support of this United Nations, but I am thanking you for

having the wisdom to see what the alternatives are facing human-
ity and civilization in the world today and, moreover, for your

initiative, your readiness to go forward and support something so

necessary to decency, to justice, and to peace in the world.

And that is my word of thanks. Goodbye.
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NOTE : Immediately before the Presi- testimonials of member organizations

dent spoke, Thomas J. Watson, reaffirming their support of and be-

Chairman of the U.S. Committee for lief in the United Nations. The
United Nations Day, presented him President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in the

with a bound volume containing Rose Garden at the White House.

192 ^ Remarks to the Fall Meeting of the

President's Committee on Employment of the

Physically Handicapped. September 23, 1953

Admiral Mclntire, and ladies and gentlemen:

There are many commissions and committees that carry with

them the title of President's committee or commission. There is

none that engages the interests of my heart, or of which I am
prouder, than this one.

I should like to explain a little bit of the very intimate interest

I have in your work. I was one of those individuals that was

designated in World War II to bear heavy field responsibility for

the execution of America's purposes abroad, and that inevitably

resulted in sorrow, in disaster, coming to many American homes.

Every man who had to bear such responsibilities, whether he

were a corporal or a five-star general, if he were concerned at all

with America as such and with the people he led, could not escape

the prayerful hope, almost the fear, concerning the possibility that

he might cause one unnecessary death, or one unnecessary disable-

ment of an individual. He lived with it all the time—^how to

attain these purposes with the least distress to America's citizenry,

and to the allied citizenry.

So, out of that grew the hope that those people could do some-

thing to help alleviate the results of that kind of action. I see

General Eaker here this morning, my old comrade-in-arms, who
went with me throughout the entire war. I have no doubt that

the feelings I am so haltingly trying to express are shared fully by

him—^whatever he could do by way of interest, in the way of help-
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fulness, to let people know who had to suffer, who had to pay part

of America's cost for achieving its purposes, are not irrevocably

condemned to a life of inactivity or uselessness.

So this Committee, in doing the work that you are doing for

the gainful, profitable employment of people who otherwise might

be considered completely unfit—I must assure you, that you have

the heartfelt support of every man who has had to bear the kind

of responsibility that I have referred to.

I will tell you a little story. In about the early part of 1944, I

had a corps that was not performing quite in the way I thought it

should, and of course the trouble was the commander. I sent to

Washington and gave them the name of the man I wanted. I

got a telegram back from General Marshall, which said : "I agree

with you, he is a very fine leader, but he is in the hospital ; he has

arthritis in the knees and the doctors won't give him a clear bill

of health. I am afraid we can't send him."

And I sent back a message which said : "Please send this man
right away quickly. It's his head and his heart I want. I will

carry him to battle on a litter, for a man simply because he has

arthritis in the knees is still fitted to do the job I want."

I am trying to show you that we can, after all, even in war,

over-emphasize this question of complete physical normalcy.

Incidentally, you will be glad to know the sequel was that that

man led his corps brilliantly throughout the rest of the war, and

fully met every expectation I had of him.

Now, in the work you do, if there comes a time when you think

a word of mine, an act of mine, can help along in this grand thing

your are doing, you have only to command me. Certainly, in

that respect, I am your servant. I am forever obligated to you for

what you are doing.

Thank you very much.

note: The President spoke at 10:40 mittee on Employment of the Physi-

a.m. in the Departmental Auditori- cally Handicapped. Later in his re-

um. In his opening words he referred marks he referred to Lt. Gen. Ira G.

to Vice Admiral Ross T. Mclntire, Eaker (Ret.) and General of the

Chairman of the President's Com- Army George C. Marshall.
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193 ^ Message to the 72dAnnual Convention of

theAmerican Federation of Labor in St. Louis.

September 2"^^ 1953

[ Text read by the Vice President
]

TO THE 72d Annual Convention of the American Federation

of Labor, I send my sincere good wishes. In this expression, I am
certain that all Americans heartfuUy join.

We Americans are proud of our trade unions. Their history of

honorable achievement, spanning more than a half century, testi-

fies to the wisdom and strength of free labor. The reward of that

history for labor—^in partnership with resourceful capital, en-

lightened management and inventive genius—^has been the at-

tainment of the highest standard of living man has ever achieved.

This triumph has meant much more than the amassing of

worldly goods and their generous distribution through our whole

society. It has meant proof that free men can know the blessings

of both abundance and justice—beyond all boasts or dreams of

slave economies. And it has meant, in time of desperate peril to

our nation, the strength enabling free men everywhere to beat

back the assaults of totalitarian aggression.

From the ranks of labor have come other contributions to the

nation. These have been things of the spirit: the selfless devo-

tion of working men and women and their leaders to the whole

public welfare—reasoned respect for the rights and needs of

others—deep love of country, inspiring a patriotism no less mean-

ingful in mine and factory than on the battlefield.

I state these facts not as sentimental tributes but as the basic

and unshakable convictions of this Administration. They are

neither lightly spoken nor loosely held. They are principles gov-

erning our understanding of labor and the making of every

decision concerning labor.

I had the honor of appearing before your convention last year

before my election as President. I said then that I believed that
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all slanted, partisan appeals to the men and women of labor—any

design to make of them a kind of political bloc—was an affront

to the dignity of labor and a disservice to the unity of America.

I believe that still.

I also gave you a pledge. It was in these words: "To the

limit my judgment can discern, you will always get both justice

and fairness from me ... I will always try to be a true friend

of labor." And that is no less true today.

There is nothing remarkable about this. It is the sense and

sentiment of every thoughtful American. So, while judgments

on labor problems may frankly and forcefully differ on specific

ways and means at specific times, they are honest judgments held

by men of good will as to what will best serve labor's interests.

Such differences are healthy and constructive so long as the final

goals are always kept in view—a vigorous and free trade union

movement, a healthy and thriving industry, and the betterment

of all the people.

I know that your convention will, in this spirit, deliberate on

many critical issues before you.

Of this deliberation, a great part will focus on changes in the

Labor-Management Relations Act, 1947, generally known as the

Taft-Hartley Act.

This legislation affects virtually every sector of our economic

life. Its discussion is too serious to be governed by passion and

invective, rather than cool reason and common sense. Epithets

of "anti-labor" or "anti-industry" and the like are worse than

empty. They are utterly obsolete in a climate of opinion and

understanding that realizes the folly of class hostility.

The issues at stake are not the possessions of a class or group.

They are not the partisan property of any political party. They

belong to the whole of America—and so must the hearts and

minds resolving them.

I frankly repeat the estimate of the Taft-Hartley Act which

I have stated often in the past. And even though the past six

years have revealed a number of defects which should be cor-
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rected, I believe that its enactment was a substantial contribution

to the quest for sounder labor-management relations. I believe

that the experience under the Act has confirmed its essential

soundness.

These defects have been under critical study by this Administra-

tion. The objectives of this study have been and continue to be

these :

(i) to remedy defects which cause concern on the part of

working men and women over possible results or uses of the Act

to their detriment;

(2) to insure administration of the Act in the manner that is

efficient, speedy, and impartial;

(3) to allow freedom for the healthy growth of trade unions,

while respecting the legitimate rights of individual workers, their

employers, and the general public;

(4) to work to the end that there be less rather than more

Government interference in labor-management affairs.

These are distinct, clearly defined purposes. I believe them

worthy of the confident support of all thoughtful Americans.

These purposes have governed our actions from the outset.

Shortly after the new Administration took office, and after a series

of preliminary conferences, you will recall that I entrusted this

study of the Taft-Hartley Act to an informal committee, consisting

of Executive officials and Legislative leaders who had an intimate

knowledge of the Act and its operation. This committee immedi-

ately went to work—holding the most detailed discussions week

after week.

In the work of this committee, the wealth of knowledge and

experience of the Honorable Martin Durkin, then Secretary of

Labor, was an asset of great value. Losing the benefit of that

knowledge and experience was considered unfortunate by me and

by every member of the committee. We all regretted the necessity

he felt of returning to private life.

While this committee has not as yet completed its task and

submitted its recommendations to me, it has, since the start of its
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deliberations, considered many specific proposals for amendment
of the Act, and is in substantial accord on a heartening number of

these. Its deliberations are continuing, and you can be assured

that its members from time to time will seek the counsel of your

leaders. It will make its recommendations to me before the end

of the year. These recommendations—together with such others

as I may receive—^will have my most careful study. I shall send

my own suggestions to the Congress at the opening of its session in

January.

I think I fully appreciate the importance of all of this delibera-

tion to American labor—and to America itself. The progress

already made has been great and looks toward the fulfillment, at

the coming session of Congress, of the pledges we made last year.

I venture one further thought. Serious as is the particular

piece of legislation dominating the thoughts of your convention, it

manifestly is but a part of the great problems facing American

labor today.

These problems reach from the humblest home and smallest

workshop in our land to the most distant areas of this troubled

earth. The nourishing of the spirit of freedom in our land—its

churches, its universities, its unions, its every public forum; the

arming of our defenses; the stimulation of healthy world trade;

the vigilant guarding of civil rights; the firm development of a

government of integrity and clear purpose—all these are the vital

concerns of our free unions who themselves can only Uve in free-

dom, or die with it.

I know that this awareness is within you all.

I know that American labor, now as in the past, will grasp

these great issues as essentially its own, and with greatness of heart

and strength of mind, meet them with the wisdom which has

already put free men everywhere forever in its debt.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
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194 ^ Letter to the Ghairmarij Air Coordinating

Committee, Requesting a Review of Aviation

Policy. September 23, 1953

Dear Mr. Murray:

The increasing importance of aviation as an instrument of

national policy and to our national welfare makes it desirable

that there be available to the government agencies, the aviation

industry, and the public, a clear and comprehensive statement

of the aviation policies of this Administration.

In a field so dynamic as aviation, our policies and programs

must be flexible and capable of growth. It has been over five

years since a broad review of U.S. aviation policy was completed;

many events of major significance have occurred in the interim.

I therefore request that you, as Chairman of the Air Coordi-

nating Committee, direct it to undertake a comprehensive review

of our aviation policy, and to prepare a statement of present

United States policies in the primary areas of aviation interest,

for my consideration and approval. This should be done in con-

sultation with appropriate industry, local government and private

aviation groups.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: The statement requested by and entitled "Civil Air Policy" (Gov-

the President was submitted by Chair- emment Printing Office, 1954, 71

man Robert B. Murray, Jr., in the pp.)«

form of a report dated May i, 1954,
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1 95 ^ Memorandum Directing Federal Agencies

To Participate in a Civil Defense Exercise.

September 2^^ 1953

To the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies:

The need for effective civil defense planning is still vital to our

national welfare. But national plans and preparations are of

little value without active participation at local community levels.

The Director of the Office of Civil Defense for the District of

Columbia, through the Deputy Director of Federal Buildings

Services, has again scheduled a Civil Defense Exercise to be held

on November 5, 1953. I recognize that such tests are essential to

the proper training of Federal employees in their local civil de-

fense duties and I continue to urge all Departments and Agencies

to prepare for these exercises to the fullest extent possible.

Accordingly, it is directed that each Department and Agency

of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government in the Met-

ropolitan Area of Washington participate in the Civil Defense

Exercise which will be held on November 5, 1953.

Dv^GHT D. Eisenhower

1 96 ^ Message Recorded for the United

Community Fund Campaigns.

September 2y, 1953

[ Broadcast over all television and radio networks
]

My fellow Americans:

I have spoken to you in recent months about some very big and
serious problems—problems that have to do with our very life as

a nation, and with the future peace and security of all free people.

These have been grim problems, involving clashing wills and
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conflicting purposes. Many of them have seemed to present a

picture of man's inhumanity to man.

Tonight I am glad to talk to you informally about the other

side of that picture—about man's humanity to man. Let us never

forget that side of the picture. For it is part of the great religious

and spiritual heritage that all men share as children of God. Our

task is to release it and to put it to work in the world.

But first, let's put it to work in our hometown communities.

That is what we shall be doing next week when, in some 1700

cities and towns throughout the United States and Canada, the

United Community Campaigns will get under way.

These campaigns will be called by different names—the Com-
munity Chest, the United Fund, the Good Neighbor Crusade

—

but they will have one common purpose. That purpose will be to

raise, through one united campaign instead of many scattered ap-

peals, the funds needed by the voluntary health, welfare, and

recreation agencies of each community.

In every community of our land there are children who need

help, adults who are sick in body and troubled in mind, handi-

capped people who want the chance to live normal, useful lives,

lonely old folks who need comfort and kindness. These are the

people who, in each town and city, are helped by the community

compaigns.

National organizations also, fighting disease and misfortune,

benefit from these campaigns. The United Defense Fund, with

its USO and its Camp Shows, is another of the vitally important

organizations which gain every time one of us contributes to a

community fund.

But no cause gains more dramatically from these contributions

than the cause of democracy itself. For every united campaign

is an inspiring symbol of that great characteristic of democracy

—

the volunteer spirit. The true slogan of a true democracy is not

*Xet the government do it." The true slogan is, "Let's do it our-

selves." In this spirit, citizens from all walks of life, of all religious

faiths and racial backgrounds, unite annually to work and to give
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together. This is the spirit of a people dedicated to helping them-

selves—and to each other.

The united community campaigns hope to realize a total of

280 million dollars. This is a big undertaking—but it is not too

big for this great nation. I am confident that you will give gener-

ously to the volunteer worker who visits you in your home or your

place of business.

He will be speaking for man's humanity to man.

He will be speaking for America.

197 ^ Statement by the President on the Death

of Mayor Ernst Renter of West Berlin.

September 2g^ 1953

THE SUDDEN DEATH of Mayor Ernst Renter of West Berlin

is a great loss not only to the citizens of his city and country

but also to the peoples of the free world. Mayor Renter was

a born leader. His was a rare combination of talents, including

courage, intelligence, energy, and dedication to the cause of free-

dom. Liberty-loving people everywhere will mourn his passing

and salute his memory.

198 ^ The President's News Conference of

September ^Oy 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc, I don't suppose that there is any more

important news than that world series—if a fellow just had any

advance information about it.

I could start off, I think, by confirming something that is cer-

tainly by no means news any more—that is, that I intend to

designate Governor Earl Warren as Chief Justice of the United

States.
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There has been an item in the press that I should Uke to make
an observation about: it is this forced retirement of Cardinal

Wyszynski in Poland.

I think that the heart of America resents this kind of thing

very deeply. I believe we understand that without freedom of

religion and freedom of thought, without some evidence that the

other side is ready to honor it, observe it, at least in some measura-

ble degree, that it makes very discouraging the effort to reach

real understanding in the world.

I have no doubt the State Department may have some formal

statement on the incident. For myself, I must say I consider it

a discouraging development.

As you know, just before Congress adjourned, the administra-

tion asked that the debt limit be raised so as to provide the

certainty that all bills could be met on time when presented.

The savings in expenditures that we have been able to make,

the study of the September 15 tax receipts, make it appear that

no special session will be necessary and that we will get through

to January and still have something left.

I don't announce that with complete certainty, but that cer-

tainly is what the probabilities are at the moment. So we don't

anticipate any special session unless, of course, there is some

radical change, some unexpected thing. I would assume you

would understand that such a caution as that is implicit in any-

thing I should say in the way of prediction.

I notice that there continues to be speculation about a retail

sales tax in this country by the Federal Government.

For many years, I think, I personally have put my adverse

conclusions on such a tax so far as the Federal Government is

concerned, and made them public long before I ever thought that

I would be in a place I had any responsibility about it.

The Treasury Department has made a study, however, and

they find that all of the logic in the situation is that this is a field

that belongs to local municipalities and States, and not to the
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Federal Government. Certainly, therefore, they have no intention

of trying to do otherwise.

Now, those are a few of the subjects that struck me as having

some immediate interest for you as I came over. So, as usual, we

will take the rest of the period for questioning.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, since we

last saw you there has been an announcement that the Russians

have at least the knowledge and possibly the ability to make a

thermonuclear bomb. Does this knowledge or will this knowledge

have any effect on your planning for defense spending next year?

THE PRESIDENT. Quitc naturally, this is a material or physical

fact of the utmost importance to the world. Particularly, it makes

us more interested than ever in determining just what are the in-

tentions of the U.S.S.R. and their associated countries in honestly

attempting to reach some kind of negotiated situation in which all

of us can have confidence.

Now, the knowledge that they have this bomb is, of course, an

acute one for the Defense Department. I should say that it is a

fact that is probably causing each of us more earnest study—^you

might say almost prayerful study—than any other thing that has

occurred lately. I might say, in connection with that, that I do

hope when I can get sorted out in my own mind and with my
advisers exactly how we should approach this whole subject of the

international situation, the relief of tension in the world, and this

growing destructiveness of the world's armaments, when I can

get that all straightened out, I expect to go before the United

States and tell them—^be very frank in telling them—the facts on

which my studies have been based and the conclusions that the

administration and I have reached. Just when this can be done I

am not prepared to say; because it is very, very intricate, and any

attempt to do this is very apt to react in a number of ways.

But we have friends abroad; we must be very careful that they

understand always we have one intention in the world—peace.

We don't want any war, and anyone who has had certainly the
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kind of experience with war that I have had can say this with such

a passion, almost, as to put war at the very last of any possible

solutions to the world's difficulties.

I believe we have gone far enough in this so you could say that

the only possible tragedy greater than winning a war would be

losing it. Just war should be out from the calculations of all of us,

and we should proceed from there.

Now we want all of our friends to understand this thoroughly;

but because we have to talk from positions of strength, and be-

cause we have to take rudimentary precautions for our own
security, we will not quail from any sacrifice necessary to provide

that security.

If you don't look out, these intentions are misunderstood, and

badly misunderstood. They say we are pugnacious or we are

impulsive or we have lost all faith in the conference table. Now
those things are far from the truth; they are to the contrary of

the truth, and so we must be very careful.

Another thing is, you don't want to frighten anyone to death

in this world. As I have said to you before, frightened people

cannot make good decisions. So, therefore, you have to under-

stand our own strength—the strength of the free world, the

strength of America—at the very same time that you are weighing

also our dangers and our risks.

So, after this rather roundabout way of answering your question,

Mr. Smith, the fact is that anyone would be foolish to try to shut

their eyes to the significance of the event of which you speak.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, the chief justiceship is probably the second most important

position in Government. Can you tell us the process by which

you reached the selection of Governor Warren, whom you con-

sulted, and what qualifications you sought?

THE PRESIDENT. I saw in the paper a statement that very aptly

summarized my own viewpoint.

From the very beginning, from the moment of the unfortunate

death of my great friend, Mr. Vinson, I have been thinking over
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this whole thing. I certainly wanted a man whose reputation

for integrity, honesty, middle-of-the-road philosophy, experience

in Government, experience in the law, were all such as to convince

the United States that here was a man who had no ends to serve

except the United States, and nothing else. Naturally, I wanted

a man who was healthy, strong, who had not had any serious

illnesses, and who was relatively young—if you can call a man of

approximately my age relatively young—relatively young with

respect to some others that I was thinking of.

On balance, to my mind he is a man who will make a great

Chief Justice ; and so I selected him.

Q. Mr. Brandt : May I ask another question as a newspaper-

man? Is it going to be the policy of this administration to leak

such important news to friendly newspapers?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't kuow whether I could stand here in

front of this group and give a quick answer to that. I think that

I have trusted subordinates who may occasionally leak news for

purposes they consider proper. If they do, I don't think I would

interfere with them.

Q. Mr. Brandt: I mean, we would like to imderstand the

ground rules because we are under a handicap, and if the others

get it a whole

THE PRESIDENT. Let me tell you on that—if there are any com-
plaints, I wish you would put them down in complete detail in

front of Mr. Hagerty, who will bring them to me. I didn't know
there were any complaints, and I would not want to take in front

of such a body as this and give an answer to you when I am not

acquainted with details, and don't want to give snap answers

that could lead us all into trouble.

If there is anyone here that has ever found me in a position

that he thought I was not trying to be fair, I would like to hear

that also.

I have been meeting with the press now for a good long 12

years, I think, and I certainly try to play fair with all of them.

Q. Francis M. Stephenson, New York Daily News: Mr. Presi-
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dent, if your subordinates are going to leak news, I would

appreciate it if you would include us in on it ! [Laughter]

Q. Robert L. Riggs, Louisville Courier-Journal : Mr. Presi-

dent, you used the words "retail sales tax." Do you include in

that the general manufacturers excise tax?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, you havc excise taxes, and always have

had, in our country. You will understand that we are now work-

ing really night and day on a tax program to present to the

Congress when it meets again, and you could not expect me to

go into details of exactly what we are going to do and exactly

what we are not going to do. We are certainly going to try to

be equitable and we certainly are going to try to make an efficient

tax.

Q. Joseph A. Loftus, New York Times: What qualifications

are you looking for in the Secretary of Labor, and when do you

expect to appoint one?

THE PREsroENT. On that one, I will give you an answer that I

think I have never given anyone yet in this thing, and that is

"No comment.''

Q. Mr. Loftus: One more question, sir: can you say whether

you suggested that Martin Durkin take another position in the

administration?

THE PREsroENT. No, I havc made no suggestion.

Q. William H. Lawrence, New York Times: Mr. President,

in your reply just a moment ago on the tax question, can you

tell us the general policy that you are looking for in this tax

study? Do you expect higher taxes, lower taxes, about the same

general revenues?

THE PRESIDENT. Very obviously, the whole take from the

United States, that is, the whole take in this Federal budget, has

to be gauged against what you have to spend.

Now, the Security Council has been studying these problems

all summer long. After each one the executive has come to see

me; we have gone over this whole thing. It is a question of
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expenditures, and, therefore, the kind of a tax program that will

give the necessary revenue.

In connection with that, you will know that we have this com-
mission on the relationship between States and localities and the

Federal Government now studying, and unquestionably they will

have something to say about it. We are trying to produce tax

programs that are fair and just and will produce the necessary

revenue. What the exact amounts are going to be, I can't

possibly tell you.

Q. Jay G. Hayden, Detroit News: Sir, not to be repetitious,

but to avoid misimderstanding, you seem to have definitely elimi-

nated the retail sales tax, but in answer to Mr. Riggs' question,

I gather you do not so definitely eliminate the possibility of a

manufacturers tax?

THE PRESIDENT. I didn't eliminate anything. I said that there

have always been excise taxes in this country of some kind. Now,
just exactly how those will be reassorted, I don't know. That is

part of the Treasury's planning at this moment.

Q. Mr. Hayden: But it is still in study?

THE PRESIDENT. I am sayiug I am making no further statement

outside of the fact that this retail tax—^which seemed to bother

everyone so much—I state that we are not going into that.

Q. J. Newman Wright, Passaic Herald-News: Do you intend,

sir, to take any part in the gubernatorial campaign in New Jersey,

that is, make speeches?

THE PRESIDENT. Me?
Q. Mr. Wright: Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT [laughing]. I don't want to be too facetious,

but sometimes I think that words just fall on the desert air.

I have constantly stated I will not participate in local cam-
paigns. They are not my business. So what I am trying to do
is, here, with an administration of trusted associates, in cooperation

with the Congress, to set a record that people who want to sup-

port that administration have a good foundation on which to

stand. That is my job, not to go into these local contests.
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Q. Carroll H. Kenworthy, United Press: I want to ask about

the bases agreement signed with Spain last Saturday; are you

pleased with that agreement and what is the significance of it?

THEPREsroENT. What is what?

Q. Mr. Kenworthy : What is the significance of the agreement?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the significance of the agreement is that

it is a quid pro quo; they had certain things that we need and

are valuable to us, and we made certain arrangements in order

to get those things.

I might say that this thing has been in the mill for a long time,

has been thoroughly discussed with congressional leaders, and we
believe it is something that will work to the benefit of the United

States.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service : Do you in-

tend to use your Taft-Hartley injunction powers to halt the

scheduled midnight dock strike?

THE PREsroENT. Actually, a communication on this subject

just reached the White House—^just within a matter of hours,

I think. It has been referred to the Labor Department, and I

will be advised on it sometime during the day. Just what will

happen I don't know.

Q. William P. Flythe, Jr., Hearst Newspapers : Mr. President,

may I ask you about these international conferences, have you

anything to say, sir—these proposed international conferences?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the State Department, of course, keeps

me constantly advised of what has been proposed. They are

studying as to how we can take full advantage of any opportunity

to discuss in friendly and understanding fashion with the U.S.S.R.

and others the problems facing the world.

Certainly we want to release and lower tensions, but exactly

how and when to do these things is a difficult matter. We don't

want to do things in such a way as to make things worse instead of

better.

So we have not had the final word on that.

Q. G. Gould Lincoln, Washington Star: Do you expect the
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Chief Justice to be here when Court opens?

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I do. Actually, of course, it was one

reason that I felt we must not tarry too long with it, because there

is a full job to do.

Q. Carlton Kent, Chicago Sun-Times: Mr. President, do you

expect to reschedule the Bermuda conference with the British

and French Prime Ministers that was postponed this summer?

THE PREsroENT. Well, it has not come up as yet. As a matter

of fact, I don't know anything about the Prime Minister's health.

It has not been suggested to me at all.

Q. Mr. Marin, International News Service: Mr. President,

the visit of your brother. Dr. Milton Eisenhower, to Latin America

has aroused great hopes of an improvement in relations between

the United States and Latin American countries. Twenty Latin

American countries now are anxious to know when Dr. Milton

Eisenhower will present officially his report to you.

THE PREsroENT. As a matter of fact, I think it will be very

soon. He came down to see me on Sunday. There have been

some personal things happened, including some very serious ill-

ness, and so on, that prevented him from doing some of the things

that he would otherwise have done. But it will come along, I

think, very soon. That is what he told me—^he expected to deal

with it very soon.

Q. Mr. Marin : And that will be a basis for a new study of the

policies, would you say, between

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc. I wiU tell you, my brother is too

smart a man to think he learned all about our Latin American

friends in one 6-week trip through their countries, but he certainly

came back with a tremendous admiration and a hopefulness about

the situation. He will, therefore, make suggestions to our State

Department, and I am certain of this, they will not ignore them;

they will study them sympathetically. [Laughter] 1 meant that,

my friends, in the kindliest of ways because

—

[laughter]—I want

to assure you they are the ones that asked my brother to go. So

I assume that they are serious.
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When that is done, I imagine that they may even pubUsh parts

or all of his report ; I don't know/

Q. Mr. Marin: May I state on behalf of the South American

press that he was a wonderful Ambassador, your brother.

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you very much; thank you.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: I do not know
whether your earlier remark on the labor situation applies to this

or not, but I have been requested to ask you. As you know,

former Secretary of Labor Durkin said that you broke an agree-

ment on the proposed Taft-Hartley changes; Vice President

Nixon said you didn't, and it was all apparently a misunder-

standing. Could we have your version on that conflict?

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU uot givc you a version on that conflict

because, as you people know, I have consistently refused ever to

speak of a personality publicly. It is not my business as President.

I will say this: to my knowledge, I have never broken an agree-

ment with any associate of mine in my life. If I have ever broken

an agreement, it was something that I did not understand was

made. Now, I have never broken one that I know of. And if

there is anyone here who has contrary evidence, he can have the

floor and make his speech.

Q. Milton B. Freudenheim, Akron Beacon Journal : Mr. Presi-

dent, can you tell us when you will announce permission to sell the

synthetic rubber industry?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can't bccausc it has not come up to me
yet, and I can't do it. I will have them look it up and see if there

is something on it.

Q. Alice A. Dunnigan, Associated Negro Press : Recent state-

ments from the Department of Defense indicate that integration

in schools on military posts may be delayed until 1955. I under-

stand that Senator Humphrey has brought this matter to your

attention by letter stating that such delays were unnecessary.

^Dr. Milton Eisenhower's report, entitled "United States-Latin American Rela-

tions," was released by the White House on November 22, 1953. The report is pub-

lished in the Department of State Bulletin (vol. 29, p. 695)

.
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THE PRESIDENT. Who brought it to me?
Q. Mrs. Dunnigan : Senator Humphrey of Mimiesota.

THE PRESIDENT. I have Hot scen it.

Q. Mrs. Dunnigan : You have not seen it?

THE PRESIDENT. I have uot Seen the letter.

Q. Mrs. Dunnigan : I was going to ask was there any reply yet?

THE PRESIDENT. No. I wiU have Mr. Hagerty look it up and
let you know ; I haven't seen it.

Q. Mrs. Dunnigan: Have you any comment on this issue?

THE PRESIDENT. No; this is the first time that it has come up
this fall.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post : I see some of our

colleagues are straining at the barrier here, but I have a request

to make of you, sir, and that is that you alternate these news

conferences, holding some in the forenoon, some in the afternoon.

As it is, the afternoon papers invariably get the break on the

news. By the time the story gets to the morning papers much of

the life has gone out of it, and it would make a lot of us happier

if you would.

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. FolKard, I am willing to take a look at it.

Remember this, though, that there is also a President of the

United States involved in these things, and the burden of adjust-

ing these things into a schedule that, in spite of some adverse

comment, is really a busy one and a burdensome one. [Laughter]

It is pretty tough; and to come down into the afternoon where you

ordinarily try to get some hours to devote to your study, to going

after papers rather than to meeting people, and conferences, it

could raise some difficulties with me.

I am perfectly ready to look at it as sympathetically as I know
how, because certainly I have no reason for favoring one group

over the other. I would be glad to talk it over with Mr. Hagerty.

Merriman Smith, United Press : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's fif- 11:30 to 11:54 o'clock on Wednes-

teenth news conference was held in day morning, September 30, 1953.

the Executive Office Building from In attendance: 239.
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1 99 ^ Statement by the President: National

Newspaper Week. September "^o, 1953

To the Newspapers of the Nation:

National Newspaper Week prompts us all to renew our aware-

ness of the remarkable national service rendered daily by the

newspapers of America.

Our free press does more than tell our people the history of

our times. It explains that history, interprets it, and, so doing,

often actually helps to create that history.

A free press and a free society are essentially one. As the

press can know freedom only in a democratic state, so democracy

itself is fortified by a free press.

This strengthening of our society is, of course, the antithesis of

the ignoble service performed by the press of totalitarian coim-

tries. The effectiveness of a free press is virtually to be measured

by the integrity, candor and responsibility of its criticism.

On this occasion I am happy to send warm greetings to the

reporters, editors and publishers of our Nation's newspapers. I

know—as they must themselves—that they are custodians of a

majestic trust, a solemn responsibility: to help arm our people

with the knowledge and understanding without which free choice,

free government, free men could not be.

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

200 ^ Joint Statement by the President and

President Remdn Gantera of Panama.

October i, 1953

IN THE SPIRIT of the close friendship that unites the peoples

and Governments of Panama and the United States, we have con-

sidered the main aspects of the unique relations existing between
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the two countries prompted by an earnest desire to make such

relations as satisfactory as possible.

In our conversations we have dealt mainly with that part of

our relations which springs directly from the fact that the canal

which connects the waters of the two oceans and the zone adjacent

thereto run through the heart of the territory of Panama and,

therefore, certain questions have arisen, the solution of which is of

great importance.

In considering these relationships, we have deemed it opportune

in the first place to reiterate the basic principles set forth by our

governments in 1933 and 1936.

We have agreed that these basic principles applicable to the

relations between the two countries should have as a consequence

the adoption of measures tending to make them more effective to

the end that there should be an equitable benefiting of the two

nations which made possible the construction of a canal as well

as an enabling of the commerce and industry of Panama to take

advantage of the market offered by the Canal Zone and by the

ships transiting the Canal.

We have equally agreed that inasmuch as the two countries

have a mutual and vital interest in the work of the Panama Canal,

the principle of equality of opportunity and treatment must have

full effect in regard to the citizens of Panama and the United

States employed in the Canal Zone as set forth in the exchange of

notes of March 2, 1936 on this subject and that wherever circum-

stances should be found which in any manner interfere with the

observance of that principle, appropriate measures will be taken

by the United States.

In conformity with the first of the two principles, above stated,

we have recognized the advisability of giving due consideration,

in the cases of lands granted in the past for Canal purposes which

are no longer needed for such purposes in order that arrangements

may be agreed upon for the transfer of those lands to the Republic

of Panama.
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It is extremely gratifying that the commissions set up by the two

governments to review our relations and the operation of our

treaties are already at work with a view to entering into any ar-

rangements that may be found necessary to insure for the future

a mutually advantageous and satisfactory relationship.

The President of the Republic of Panama has expressed during

the course of these conversations his deep appreciation for the

cordial and friendly attitude of the President of the United States

and has reiterated the expressions of sincere friendship which

animate the people and Government of Panama in respect of the

people and Government of the United States of America, and

also has expressed his full solidarity with the United States in the

defense of democracy and Panama's unflinching will to cooperate

with it, as the Republic has already done in the two world wars,

in the maintenance of peace and security within a free world.

The President of the United States on his part has expressed

the interest of the people and Government of the United States

in the welfare of the people and Government of Panama. He
has assured the President of the Republic of Panama that all of

the points which the representatives of Panama desire to raise

would receive the most sympathetic consideration in the light of

the especially close relations existing between the two countries.

In view of the nature of the special bonds between the two coun-

tries he has expressed the desire of the United States to continue

to cooperate in the development of Panama's national economy.

It is felt that this meeting has achieved a high measure of mu-

tual understanding and confidence which in the common interest

of the two nations and of the free world must characterize the

ties between them.
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201 ^ Remarks at Dedication of Red Gross

Chapter House for the District of Columbia.

October i, 1953

Mr. Folger, ladies and gentlemen:

This morning, as the time drew near for me to come over to

this dedicatory ceremony, a very efficient staff officer undertook

to give me the accustomed briefing. I have been plied with facts

about this building, the number of activities that will take place

within it, about the character of the blood donor campaign in

Washington, your great and admirable degree of participation in

Red Cross work.

Obviously, he thought I should talk about these things. But

I have the prerogative of disregarding advice, which I seem often

to do, and I decided that each of you workers knew more about

such things and these statistics than did I, and it would add very

little to your education, and certainly nothing to your entertain-

ment for me to repeat them.

Rather, I decided, in the minute or two that I should like to

impose on you this morning, to resume the effort that I have

been making now for 1 1 years. For me it is a frustrating effort.

It has been an effort to try to explain to the Red Cross, whenever

I have met with any body of its representatives, what it means

to me, and how deep is the sense of appreciation during those 1

1

years I have felt toward it.

I once participated in another dedication of a Red Cross build-

ing. It was in early June in London, England, 1942, and it was
my first real war contact of that war with the Red Cross. It was
a building far different from this one—partly bomb-riddled. But

there, as I saw those people mobilizing to do their part in the war,

to care for the wounded in the hospitals, to look after the sick, to

look after the correspondence of those who couldn't do it, to run

clubs of entertainment, to adhere to the slogan they had, "A home
away from home," and the service of the Red Cross employees,
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including being a companion to some lonely soldiers as they went

to the early movies of those days, or things as menial as scrubbing

floors—^from that time on as I have followed them, and they have

gone along with the armies in the field, I have been trying to tell

the Red Cross what they mean to me. As I say, I have never

succeeded. I doubt that I ever shall.

But this morning, one idea I would like to express is a simple

one. We have many examples nowadays of man's selfishness,

man's brutality and inhumanity to man, man's readiness to forget

the golden rule and to live by some standard that he thinks will

immediately advantage him at the expense of his fellows. We
have this in the international field; we have it far too often and

discouragingly among groups or classes at home. The Red Cross,

the nature of its slogan, of its purposes, the work that has been

done through it, and the people that belong to it, bring to us, as

we tend to greater discouragement about such things, realization

that man is also made of nobler qualities than these of selfishness

and greed and personal advantage. He is made up also of sacri-

fice, of neighborliness, of love for fellow humans.

It seems to me that the Red Cross personifies, as nearly as any

organization of which I can think, those great and noble virtues

of man that are the richest heritage from the Almighty.

I thank you very much for the honor of being invited to partici-

pate in the dedication of this building to that kind of purpose.

note: The President spoke at 12:10 trict of Columbia Chapter of the

p.m. His opening words referred to American National Red Cross.

John C. Folger, Chairman of the Dis-

202 ^ Remarks to State Directors of Civil

Defense. October i^ 1953

I SUGGESTED that I get the opportunity to say a word to you.

Not that I can add anything to your own realization of your work,

but I can assure you of something about the attitude of the Fed-
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eral Government toward you. We are quite well aware of its

importance, and we are certainly determined to support you.

Please don't get discouraged when you feel no visible progress.

It is awfully hard to awaken people to a sense of responsibility

without trying to create hysteria—^which we certainly don't want
to do. It is awfully hard to awaken people to a sense of responsi-

bility that produces a steady and periodic work or effort.

We must be real leaders. We must never be discouraged. So

no matter what happens, no matter what things look like at the

moment, please keep going. As far as I can see, it is only through

persistence, through continuing to achieve those things in which

we believe, that we can finally continue to, one, give ourselves that

confidence that comes from the maximum preparation on our

own part; and second, have a finer influence, if we are confident,

for bringing about a basis for the solution of the world's problems,

because we can talk calmly from a position of strength, a feeling

of safety and not of hysteria. That is what we are trying to get

into our hearts and minds—a sense of the realization not only of

the dangers, but our own strength to balance it, and our ability

to meet it.

Now I feel I am the last one ever to minimize your difficulties,

but also I feel the last one to admit you are not Americans. I

don't believe Americans give up in the face of difficulties. That
is my story today. Thank you very much.

NOTE : The President spoke in the Rose Garden at the White House.

203 ^ Letter to the Attorney General Directing

HimTo Petition for an Injunction in the Maritime

Strike. October^, 1953

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

On October i, 1953, by virtue of the authority vested in me by

Section 206 of the Labor Management Relations Act, 1947 (Pub-
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lie Law loi, 8oth Congress), I issued Executive Order 10490,

creating a Board of Inquiry to inquire into the issues involved in

labor disputes between employers (or associations by which such

employers are represented in collective bargaining conferences)

who are ( i ) steamship companies or who are engaged as operators

or agents for ships engaged in service from or to North Atlantic

ports from Hampton Roads, Virginia, to Portland, Maine, or

from or to other ports of the United States or its Territories or

possessions, (2) contracting stevedores, (3) contracting marine

carpenters, or (4) other employers engaged in related or associ-

ated pier activities, and certain of their employees represented by

the International Longshoremen's Association.

On October 5, 1953, I received the Board's written report in

the matter. A copy of that report is attached hereto.

In my opinion these unresolved labor disputes have resulted in

a strike affecting an entire industry or a substantial part thereof

engaged in trade, commerce, transportation, transmission or com-

munication among the several States and with foreign nations,

which strike, if permitted to continue, will imperil the national

health and safety.

I therefore direct you, pursuant to the provisions of Section 208

of the Labor Management Relations Act, 1947, to petition in the

name of the United States any District Court of the United States

having jurisdiction of the parties to enjoin the continuance of such

strike where such action is necessary to secure a resumption of

trade, commerce, transportation, transmission or communication

among the several States and the foreign nations, and for such

other relief as may in your judgment be necessary or appropriate.

Very sincerely yours,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: An injunction was granted on were made available through the

October 5 by the District Court for Federal Mediation and Conciliation

the Southern District of New York. Service. Final negotiations for settle-

The Board's report of October 5, ment of the dispute were concluded

and its final report of December 4, on April 2, 1954.
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204 If Message Recorded for the Dedication at

Indiana University of a Tablet Honoring Ernie Pyle.

October 5, 1953

TO ALL of you participating in the ceremony honoring Ernie

Pyle, I am deUghted to send my warmest greetings.

I met Ernie Pyle in the midst of war and counted him my good

friend. I remember him as a man of small stature, of high

courage, of great understanding and love for his fellows. I re-

member him as a reporter who won the devotion of millions

merely by writing the familiar everyday facts of life as he saw

them.

Both in war and in peace, Ernie Pyle conceived it his duty to

write the truth with the vigor of simplicity. His name is a symbol

of integrity in his profession, and—for all citizens—a living testi-

mony to patriotism. I am proud to join in this testimonial to

him by so many of his colleagues.

note: The ceremony at Indiana Uni- Pyle by the Sigma Delta Chi fra-

versity, where a bronze tablet was ternity, was held in conjunction with

dedicated to the memory of Ernie the observance of National News-

paper Week.

205 ^ Address at the Sixth National Assembly of

the United Church Women, Atlantic City, New
Jersey. October 6, 1953

Mrs. Wyker, Governor Driscoll, distinguished guests, and

representatives of American's church women:

For the cordiality of your welcome, I am deeply grateful, and

I would hope that through this group I could thank each of the

citizens of this city who stood along the road as the cavalcade
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came in from the airport and who were so gracious in their greet-

ings. For every smile I saw, I am truly grateful—^if it was meant

for me.

At the outset ofmy talk, I should like to express, first, my appre-

ciation of the honor I feel in speaking before this assemblage. An
invitation to occupy this platform would confer distinction upon

any man—perhaps I should say any mere man; for you are

gathered here in high purpose, inspired by an unshakeable faith

in yourselves, in your country and in your God.

I can hardly hope that my words can further your purpose or

deepen your three-fold faith.

That faith, immeasurable and imponderable, daily exemplified

in millions of American families, is the prime strength of our great

Nation. It is the very basis of our society. And it is the most

heartening support for those whose obligation is to represent you

in the conduct of national affairs, and community affairs.

Though I cannot enhance the spiritual wealth that is yours,

perhaps I can, by identifying some of the circumstances of today

that emphasize the value of this faith, encourage you to spread its

influence into every human activity in every commimity across our

land.

Now, of course, the cynic—the Marxist, or the worshipper of

machines and numbers—^will scoff that faith is no armor against

artillery, that the spirit weakens fast before the blast of the bomb.

But your husbands and brothers and fathers can testify that in

the terrifying nakedness of the battlefield, the faith and the spirit

ofmen are the keys to survival and victory.

Now, faith is evidently too simple a thing for some to recognize

its paramount worth. Yet the present and the future demand

men and women who are firm in their faith in our country and

unswerving in their service to her. This is true in every basic

unit of our political and social life—^in the family, the commimity,

the State, and the Nation.

This audience peculiarly symbolizes the smallest and the most

important of these units—the American family. We of America
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have always recognized that the soundness of our Nation depends

primarily upon the quality of our home and family life.

Now, while our homes have witnessed scarcely any of the hor-

rors of the battiefield that are so familiar to citizens of Western

Europe, we know that our former unique physical security has

almost totally disappeared before the long-range bomber and the

destructive power of a single bomb.

Today we are face to face with the most extraordinary physical

development of all time—^the application of nuclear fission and

nuclear fusion to the world's armaments.

These discoveries in the field of science present in themselves

no threat to man. Like other scientific developments, they are

susceptible to good or evil use, depending upon the intent of the

individual or group possessing them.

The mysteries of the atom are known to Russia. Russia's hos-

tility to free government—and to the religious faith on which

free government is built—is too well known to require recital

here. It is enough for us to know that even before Russia had

this awesome knowledge, she by force gained domination over

600 million peoples of the earth. She surrounded them with an

Iron Curtain that is an effective obstacle to all intellectual, eco-

nomic, and spiritual intercourse between the free world and the

enslaved world. Now, of these two worlds, the one is compelled

by its purpose of world domination, the other by its unbreakable

will to preserve its freedom and security to devote these latest dis-

coveries of science to increasing its stockpiles of destructive

armaments.

Man's greatest scientific achievement, therefore, cannot yet be

made exclusively to serve the advancement of man's welfare and

happiness. Instead we are forced to concentrate on building

such stores of armaments as can deter any attack against those

who want to be free.

Men of faith everywhere must gain a broader imderstanding of

these potentials, both destructive and constructive.

We must certainly make sure that all the world comprehends,
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in simplest terms, the paramount alternatives of our day. The
first of these alternatives is a wasteful and devastating contest in

the production of weapons of inconceivable power. The other

alternative is a world ever advancing in peace and prosperity

through the cooperative effort of its nations and peoples.

The choice that spells terror and death is symbolized by a mush-

room cloud floating upward from the release of the mightiest

natural power yet uncovered by those who search the physical

universe. The energy that it typifies is, at this stage of human
knowledge, the unharnessed blast. In its wake we see only sudden

and mass destruction, erasure of cities, the possible doom of every

nation and society.

This horror must not be.

This titanic force must be reduced to the fruitful service of

mankind.

This can come to pass only as one of the results of shaping a

firm and just and durable peace.

Such a peace cannot be achieved suddenly by force, by edict,

or by treaty. It can come only slowly and tortuously. It will not

be won by dark threats or glittering slogans. It will be bom only

of courage, knowledge, patience, leadership.

To strive faithfully for this peace—even as our science con-

stantly develops new methods of mass destruction—imposes upon

us a host of intricate labors. We and our friends in the free world

must build, maintain and pay for a military might assuring us

reasonable safety from attack. From this position of secure con-

fidence, we must seek to know and respond to the legitimate

aspirations and hopes of all peoples. We must arrange trade sys-

tems that will provide each with the necessaries of life and oppor-

tunity for self-advancement. We must seek to understand and

resolve age-old prejudices, ambitions and hatreds that still scar

great parts of the whole world. And they must be removed, or

at least ameliorated. We must provide machinery and tech-

niques to encourage that peaceful communication and mutual
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confidence which alone can finally lift the burden of arms from

the backs of men.

Now, these are some of the grand labors before us^—the tasks

and tests and problems that span the world.

For the spirit that will resolve them, however, we need not

seek the source in distant places.

I deeply believe that one of the supreme hopes for the world's

destiny lies in the American community: in its moral values, in its

sense of order and decency, in its cooperative spirit.

We know—and all the world constantly reminds us—that the

future well-being of humanity depends directly upon America's

leadership.

I say emphatically that this leadership depends no less directly

upon the faith, the courage, the love of freedom and the capacity

for sacrifice of every American citizen, every American home,

every American community.

I wish there were words of mine that could bring this truth

home more certainly to each of us. I do not mean merely or

only that our government and our leadership is the product of

the qualities of each of us multiplied by 1 60 million. I mean more
this: the example we give the world when we talk about noble

virtues that are necessary if civilization is to attain that future for

which it was designed, and for which obviously the Almighty

intended.

We speak of sacrifice. If each of us would search our own
memories; how often have we, as we urged economy upon gov-

ernment, local, city or state, urged that something not be given to

us? "Don't build us a new post office; we don't need it; ours is

good enough. Build it for the other city. Don't give me free

postage, make me pay for what it costs to carry the letter."

What I am trying to get at is that America's policies abroad,

to have any force, must be the reflection of the attitudes and quali-

ties displayed by our people. No individual—^no group of individ-

uals, however brilliant, however eloquent, can possibly do any
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effective work in leading the world toward peace unless back of

them is the mightiest force yet developed on God's footstool, and

that is the force of a imited America—an America determined

to do a real and constructive job.

This means then, that there is a clear and compelling answer

to the question in the hearts of all of us: how can we better fit

ourselves to be worthy of freedom, to guard its virtues, to enjoy

its bounty?

That answer is: by making each life, each home, each com-

munity more worthy of the trust it bears for all mankind.

This worthiness will come in the measure that we show our-

selves truly convinced that the central facts of human life are

human freedom, human rights, human obligations—all ex-

pressing that human dignity which is a reflection of man's divine

origin and destiny.

Our purpose is to grow even beyond the golden dreams of our

forebears—^in material wealth, in intellectual stature, in spiritual

strength. But to do so, each citizen and every community must

match the foimders of this Nation in fiery independence, confident

optimism, sturdy self-reliance, and we must sustain that capacity

for conquering difficulties that has always been a quality of

America.

With this spirit, each of you, each of us—^like, indeed, every

American citizen—can arouse your own conmiunity to renewed

awareness of the promise of freedom.

With your neighbors, you can join in work that even as it re-

makes your own town or hamlet helps remake the world.

For it is within your power to reach for, and to attain, that

day when you and all your neighbors can proudly say

:

"These things—^here—in this commimity

—

wc are faithful to

freedom.

"Here in this town, our public schools are staffed and equipped

to train our children splendidly, to be free and responsible

citizens."

Ladies, not so long ago, I met with a small group of people, and
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their purpose was to complain to me about certain things in our

public school system. And they directed some criticism at school

teachers, and what these teachers thought—their policies, the

philosophy they were teaching.

And I asked this group one question only. I said: "You recog-

nize a teacher's great opportunity for influencing your children's

future, for the planting of good thoughts or bad thoughts, for the

teaching of a sound philosophy, or one that is based on falsity.

Have you had that teacher in your home? Have you had her, or

him, to dinner? Have you taken the trouble to find out for your-

self what is the philoj^ophy of these people to whom you are en-

trusting the most priceless possession you have, your children?"

"Now,"I said, "many people have not been hesitant to join the

ranks of the critics and say these teachers are not doing a good

job. Then why haven't you done your part of the job—^brought

them in, talked to them, to see whether you could straighten them
out, or get ones of which you approved?"

What I am trying to bring home, my friends, is that as we see

difiiculties and defects in the body politic, in the social order, we
must never attempt, before our own consciences, to dodge our own
responsibilities.

And so we can say that, "Our teachers, loyal citizens to their

free country, enjoy true freedom of thought, untrammelled by
political fashion or expediency."

And we should go on and be able to say, "Here in this city our
libraries contain everything that can add to man's enlightenment
and understanding—respecting common decency but disdaining

any other censorship.

"Here our ministers and Sunday school teachers command the

respect that they so justly earn in teaching our sons and our

daughters the love of the Almighty.

"Here our hospitals and our clinics give faithful care to all who
are sick and cannot help themselves.

"Here in this community, our people—all our people—^have the

chance to enjoy the arts, to learn, to become intimate friends with

the heritage of freedom.
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"Here we rely not primarily upon government grant or political

panacea but upon our own wisdom and industry to bring us the

good and comforting things of life.

"Here we know not the sight or smell of slums that choke the

spirit of men.

"Here all of us work to make our processes of government the

best, the most honest and the most just, known to any men.

"Here we have welcomed with our hearts new citizens from

distant lands, and here we thank them for the strength they have

added to our own.

"Here there is true equality of opportunity for work, for edu-

cation, for enjoyment of all freedom's blessings—for we know that

whatever we have and hold is the work and the treasure of men
of all races and color and creeds.

"Here, in this community, in short, any free man can be proud

to live."

My friends, all that I have tried to express to you rests upon one

truth in which I firmly believe. I tried to speak it on the day

last January when I took the oath of office as President of the

United States. That truth is

:

"Whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world, must

first come to pass in the heart of America."

I know no more plain or pure ideal to which we can pledge

our lives.

I know of no other way we can prove worthy of freedom.

For the very great honor of your invitation, my friends, I thank

you once more.

note: The President spoke in the dent of the United Church Women,
Auditorium in Atlantic City at 11:55 National Council of Churches, and

a.m. In his opening words he re- to Governor Alfred E. DriscoU of

ferred to Mrs. James D. Wyker, Presi- New Jersey.
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206 ^ Memorandum Directing That

Agricultural Commodities Be Made Available To

Meet Relief Requirements in Bolivia.

October 6, 1953

[ Released October 6, 1953. Dated October 5, 1953 ]

Memorandum for: The Secretary of State, the Secretary of Agri-

culturey the Director of the Bureau of the Budget^ and the Direc-

tor of the Foreign Operations Administration

In accordance with the recommendation contained in the

memorandum of October 5, 1953, submitted by the Director of

the Foreign Operations Administration, and pursuant to the au-

thority vested in me by PubUc Law 216, 83d Congress, ist Session,

I hereby determine that up to $5,000,000 worth of agricultural

commodities shall be made available out of the stocks of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation and transferred to meet the urgent

relief requirements of Bolivia. This amount shall cover the

Corporation's investment in the commodities and costs of delivery

on board vessels in United States ports.

Arrangements for the operations of this relief program, includ-

ing the specification of the commodities, shall be the responsibility

of the Director of the Foreign Operations Administration, and the

transfer of the commodities shall be upon such terms and condi-

tions as the Director determines to be appropriate, after con-

sultation with the Secretary of State. In connection with the

furnishing of such assistance, the Secretary of State, after consul-

tation with the Director, shall conclude a bilateral agreement

with the Government of Bolivia.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: See also Item 213.
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207 ^ Remarks at theAnnual Meeting of the

American Council on Education. October 8, 1 953

Dr. Sterns^ ladies and gentlemen:

One of the more pleasant duties devolving upon the Chief Ex-

ecutive is that of welcoming from time to time different groups

and bodies here to the Nation's Capital. Of all these groups I

can think of none in which I could possibly take greater satisfac-

tion in serving as spokesman for the administration in these words

ofwelcome than for this one.

You know, for a very brief period in my life, the educational

group allowed me to be one of their members. They couldn't

stand me very long, but I had a very wonderful experience while

I was there. I learned many things about our educational group.

One of them that impressed me more than any other was their

dedication to ideals and to high purposes.

This morning I am not foolish enough to try to talk to you about

your functions. You people, representatives of the great edu-

cational fabric of this whole Nation, know so much more about

each of your problems than I do that it would be unpardonable

for me to consume your time. But I can tell you about one of the

effects that all of us hope will result from certain phases of your

work.

I am talking about the understandings that must come about

in the world, if we are to achieve, in this day and time, that sort

of machinery—the kind of techniques—that will allow people to

live together without intermittent blazing into conflict.

It is not enough that we merely know where another nation

lies. It is not enough that we know something of their institutions,

their history, their traditions. We must gain some understanding

of those people as such. I have never forgotten my shock, once,

when I saw a very modem-looking village deserted in a far corner

of Africa. It had been deserted because the builders put running

water into all the houses. The women rebelled, because there

was now taken away from them their only excuse for social contact
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with their own kind at the village well. I suddenly understood

that I didn't understand others. I had been guilty of the very

great error of putting into their minds and hearts the same aspira-

tions, the same kind of desires that I had. And it simply isn't so.

If we, therefore, are going to progress along the lines of these

understandings, we can talk about all the diplomacy that it is

possible to bring to bear upon it, we can talk about all the security

we may achieve by arms, and by any other arrangements. But

we are never going to make real progress unless the educational

people, and groups, and institutions of all countries see this

problem and get into it to help,

I personally believe that in your programs of interchange of

students and professors and others in schools, is one of the great

ways—one of the principal ways—that this can come about.

Indeed, I believe so much in this, that I would like to see some

exchange programs worked out between associations of manu-

facturers, and labor unions and everything else—^not stopping

when a man is 21 or 26 or 27 and we say his formal education is

over, or at least he is going to end his educational processes. I

believe in every phase of leadership. In all our countries, we
have to seek and support these exchanges, because I believe

through them we will have one method, one road to follow, in

leading to that happy time when we can live in peace as well as

security.

So, haltingly as I have expressed my simple thoughts, I hope

that they help convince you that I am delighted to see you here,

to see people trained in the processes of education, people of great

minds meeting here to exchange ideas of how best may we achieve

progress among all men—our own people, and those with whom
we must necessarily live in this shrinking world.

For the honor of appearing before you, thanks to each one of

you.

NOTE : The President spoke at 10 : 00 ferred to Dr. Robert L. Stems, Chair-

a.m. at the Statler Hotel in Washing- man of the American Council on

ton. In his opening words he re- Education.
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208 ^ The President's News Conference of

October Sy 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. Plcasc bc Seated. I did make it in the afternoon.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard: Thank you, Mr. President.

[Laughter] Everybody hopes that is a precedent.^

THE PRESIDENT. I have a few items here that I hope you will

consider news.

A few days ago Mr. Lloyd Mashburn, Under Secretary of

Labor, was tendered a very important position in one of the

unions, and asked whether he could resign. His resignation was

accepted, but he kindly agreed to wait, occupying his post until a

successor to the Secretary could be appointed.

I have designated, and there will be sworn in, Mr. James P.

Mitchell, now Assistant Secretary for Manpower and Reserve

Affairs in the Army, a man with long experience in the labor field,

and a man who, in my opinion, will be a very great success in that

office.

Q. Edward Dayton Moore, United Press : Secretary or Under
Secretary?

THE PRESIDENT. He is to be Secretary—Secretary of Labor.

I have accepted an invitation from the Government of Canada
to visit Ottawa between November 13th and 15th. There is no
specific purpose other than social and a courtesy call in making
this visit. As you will recall, the Prime Minister of Canada visited

here last May, and stayed for a day or two. I will stay 2 days.

By the way, these things that I am now giving to you from these

papers, there will be documents when you go out so that you can

get the exact titles and words and experience, and all that, as to

these individuals and so on.

I will read you a draft statement. Again, there will be a copy

of this. I want to read it, because I want to say exactly what I

mean, if you don't mind.

* See closing discussion in news conference of September 30, Item 198 above.
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[Reading] There have recently been a number of statements

concerning the threat posed by Soviet progress in the development

of atomic weapons. The facts, as we know them, are these:

[Interrupts reading] Again, I tell you that you will have this

verbatim.

[Continues reading] You will recall that our Government an-

nounced that the Soviet produced an atomic explosion in 1949

and two subsequent explosions in 195 1. In August of this year

we learned through intelligence channels of a Soviet test of an

atomic device in which some part of the explosive force was

derived from a thermonuclear reaction, that is to say, what is

popularly known as the H-bomb. The Atomic Energy Commis-

sion announced this August 12th detonation as soon as sufficient

evidence was in hand, and later announced that it appeared to

be part of a test series.

The development did not come as a surprise. We had always

estimated that it was within the scientific and technical capabili-

ties of the Soviets to reach this point, and we have been on notice

for some years that their own ingenuity has had the material

assistance of what they learned of our program through espionage.

The Soviets now possess a stockpile of atomic weapons of con-

ventional types and we must furthermore conclude that the power-

ful explosion of August 12th last was produced by a weapon, or

the forerunner of a weapon, of power far in excess of the con-

ventional types.

We therefore conclude that the Soviets have the capability of

atomic attack on us, and such capability will increase with the

passage of time.

Now, a word as to our own situation. We do not intend to dis-

close the details of our strength in atomic weapons of any sort,

but it is large and increasing steadily. We have in our atomic

arsenals a number of kinds of weapons suited to the special needs

of the Army, Navy, and Air Force for the specific tasks assigned

to each service.

It is my hope, my earnest prayer, that this country will never
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again be engaged in war. As I said in Atlantic City this week,

with reference to atomic energy, "This titanic force must be

reduced to the fruitful service of mankind." Real advances made
by our Government in developing peacetime atomic power and

other benign uses of atomic energy is evidence of the constructive

goals thatwe have set for ourselves.

I have asked all members of this administration to refrain from

comment on Soviet nuclear capabilities unless they first check

their statements with the Chairman of the Atomic Energy

Conmiission. [Ends reading]

As I said before, you will get an exact copy of that. Now,
we will take questions.

Q. Frank van der Linden, Nashville Banner: You had a con-

ference today with Governor Clement of Tennessee about and

regarding TVA. Will you tell us what your reaction was regard-

ing his pleading forTVA money?

THE PREsroENT. Well, Mr. Clement is a very charming and a

very persuasive gentleman, and I like him. He has a particular

philosophy about the place of TVA in the American scene, and

he has a very persuasive manner of presenting it.

I listened very carefully and was delighted to have his views,

which is not to say that I agree in detail with him; but I was de-

lighted to have them.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, I wonder
if you could give us your version on why there have been such

divergent statements about the Russian H-bomb program from
various members of your Government?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I really have no explanation. We know
this, ladies and gentlemen: when things of great moment happen,

people reach conclusions, sometimes they just have reactions, and
if they state them, they sometimes forget that their words are taken

very seriously.

Now, I have no comment to make on anything that anyone has

said from one end to the other. I gave you the facts as I think

they should be given at this moment.
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Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, in

the face of this Soviet H-bomb threat, do you anticipate requesting

a larger appropriation for defense in the next Congress?

THE PRESIDENT. When you say "defense," of course, you are

covering a very large field.

What you are constantly trying to do in your studies, in your

technical and professional examinations and in the Security Coun-

cil, is to fiind out the best way to adjust our defenses and our own

capabilities in the military field to this kind of a possible threat,

which doesn't mean always that you necessarily have to go up in

the gross amount of money requested, but you do certainly have

to use a very definite scale of priority in meeting the threat that

you find opposing you.

I am not prepared at this moment because our studies are not

complete, as you know—^they are going forward—I am not pre-

pared to say what will be the degree of up or down that we will

ask for.

Q. Mr. Sentner: Is it likely to affect your hope in balancing

the budget?

THE PREsroENT. Balancing the budget will always remain a

goal of any administration that believes as much as we do that

the soundness of our money must be assured, and that the un-

balanced budget has a very bad effect on it.

That does not mean to say that you can pick any specific date

and say, "Here, all things must give way before a balanced

budget." It is a question of where the importance of a balanced

budget comes in; but it must be an aim of any sound money pro-

gram. But I do not say that the budget is going to be balanced

on July I, 1955.

Q. Robert W. Richards, Copley Press : Here your statement on

the Russian hydrogen bomb potential seems to disagree with the

Defense Secretary's estimate that it would be 3 years before Russia

could start an atomic war, hydrogen-bomb war, and his caution

to the country not to get panicky. Does this concur with that?
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THE PRESIDENT. I would Say that you shouldn't look for evil

where there is none.

Now, anyone can have his own guess as to what is going to

happen in the future. I think no one has tried to fool you; we
have tried to give you facts. Certainly, I have tried to give you

facts today, and I will not stand up here and tell you—certainly

I had no intention—that this threat is right on your doorstep at

this minute. I am trying to say the facts as we know them ; I am
going no further.

Q. William H. Lawrence, New York Times: Mr. President,

could you tell us anything about your conference last week with

Governor Stevenson and his suggestion to you of the possibilities

of a nonaggression pact that would guarantee the boundaries

THE PRESIDENT. The Govcrnor—I think he said this; I am
certain I am betraying no confidence—suggested several ways in

which he thought approaches could be made where some of these

tensions could be relieved in the world ; among them was assuring

all nations that we were ready to enter nonaggression pacts under

acceptable conditions. I merely explained to him that everything

of that kind was being studied in the.State Department, and I was

sure they would like a greater explanation of his particular ideas.

And I am sure that he is giving them.

Q. Milton Friedman, Jewish Telegraphic Agency : Mr. Presi-

dent, now that the administration has successfully achieved the

passage of your emergency refugee bill, can you tell us if the cor-

rection of what you described in your State of the Union Message

as discriminations of the McCarran-Walter Act is part of the

program for the second session of the 83d Congress?

THE PRESIDENT. I think I lost you a little bit. But if I under-

stand your question, it is do we still have the hope of correcting

what we believe to be imperfections in the bill? Is that right?

Q. Mr. Friedman : Yes, sir ; that is right.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, whilc I havc not gone back to the study

of that question for some time, and I am not, therefore, ready

to state positively that on my priority program there is certain
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"must" legislation in that regard, I will say this: if the people

administering that bill, the people responsible for it, still believe

there are imperfections, we shall certainly do our best to correct

them.

Q. Fred W. Perkins, Scripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance:

Mr. President, in view of the difficulty of getting the floor, I have

three questions, and I will ask them all at once. [Laughter]

One, do you have a successor to Mr. Mashbum; and, two are

you looking for a labor leader; three, did Mr. Mashburn in his

letter of resignation intimate the same reason that was ascribed

by Mr. Durkin for his resignation?

THE PRESIDENT. As to the first one, the Under Secretary has

not yet been chosen. Secondly, there is no particular field to

which I would confine my examination. I will look for the best

man that I think we can find and, of course, the new Secretary

will have a very large measure of responsibility and authority

there. Finally, Mr. Mashburn's letter and my answer to it will

be given to you outside as you go out.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President,

would you say that there is a greater or lesser prospect of balanc-

ing the budget now than there appeared to be 2 or 3 months ago?

THE PRESIDENT. WcU, I dou't bclieve I can answer the ques-

tion with great accuracy, because at various times estimates of

income and estimates of outgo vary.

I can only say, as I repeated a little while ago, this remains one

of the firm objectives of the administration, as a means of saving

life insurance policies, savings bonds, and all of the other things

that the little investor of this country puts his money into.

Now, some day that must be reached; we just don't believe that

you can continue to go on an inflationary spiral and have a sound

country.

Q. Edward J. Milne, Providence Journal-Bulletin : I would like

to get at the same thing in a different way, if I may.

Will you ask Congress for sufficient taxes to balance the budget

at whatever level the expenditures for national defense require?
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THE PREsroENT. As I explained last week—^something of that

kind—outside of the one statement I made about the retail sales

tax, this whole tax program is being worked out by the Treasury

Department, with the Budget, with conferences with the people

down at the Capitol. We are going to find out what we believe

will be the best tax program, and I am not in position to comment

on it in detail beyond that at this time.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Mr. President, it

has been suggested that Governor Stevenson brought you a per-

sonal message from Winston Churchill. I wonder if that is true,

and if so, if it had anything to do with his request for a top-level

meeting with the Russians?

THE PREsroENT. He brought me warm greetings from my old

friend; that is the only thing I recall—^nothing at all about a

meeting.

Q. Charles L. Bartlett, Chattanooga Times: Mr. President,

would it be accurate to say that your conversation this morning

with the Governor of Tennessee did not alter your view of the

TVA as an example of "creeping socialism"?

THE PREsroENT. Did uot what?

Q. Mr. Bartlett: Did not alter your view of TVA as an ex-

ample of "creeping socialism."

THE PREsroENT. I think he brought to me certain facts that I

was not completely aware of. I don't think that he probably con-

vinced me completely to his point of view, let us put it that way.

Now, I never said that all of the TVA was—and you based

your question a bit on a false premise. I said there were certain

features of that development that were alarming from the view-

point of my political philosophy, but I never said that the whole

thing was such a terrible example of socialism.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, you told

us last week that you were planning a report to the people based

on studies of the international situation.

THE PREsroENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Smith: Can you give us any more information about

when that might come along?
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THE PRESIDENT. No, cxccpt that I am working awfully hard,

that is all.

Q. Paul Scott Rankine, Reuters News Agency: Mr. President,

it has been suggested in the press that Sir Winston Churchill might

personally go to Moscow to see Malenkov by himself, in order to

see whether there is a fruitfulness in a Big Four meeting. Have
you any views on that proposal?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I had not heard of any such suggestion.

Therefore, I haven't studied it oneway or the other.

Q. Paul Martin, Gannett News Service : Mr. President, when
the Prime Minister of Canada came here you had discussions

about the St. Lawrence Seaway. I wonder if your visit to Ottawa
contemplates discussions on the Seaway and the Niagara power

project?

THE PRESIDENT. I assurc you again that I told you the exact

truth.

I am going up there to pay a courtesy call, make a social visit.

I will probably make one short address, because I believe I am
asked to do it. I have no specific subject of any kind in mind.

Q. Marshall McNeil, Scripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance:

May I ask you again about TVA, sir? Some of us imderstood

the Governor to say that he had suggested to you the formation

of some commission to gather facts about TVA, its power re-

quirements and how they should be met. Is that true, sir?

THE PRESIDENT. That is right ; he did.

Q, Mr. McNeil : Are you favorable to that suggestion?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't kuow; I haven't looked at it yet.

It has been just one of the things that has been fired at me today,

like your question is fired at me now, and I just haven't had time

to go further into it.

But I do like to get the facts on things, and I will certainly do

my best to get them, so far as my own time will permit.

Q. Mr. McNeil : Can it be said that his suggestion is being con-

sidered by you?

THE PRESIDENT. It Certainly is being considered by me.
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Q. Joseph Chiang, Chinese News Service: Mr. President, do
you have anything to say about Chinese General Chiang Ching-

kuo's call on you last week?

THE PRESIDENT. I cujoycd it vcry much. He brought me a

greeting from the Generalissimo, and brought me a copy of a

book in Chinese. It was my own, and so he was doing it as a

compliment. We just talked, really, about affairs in general,

nothing specific with respect to China.

Q, Martin S. Hayden, Detroit News: Mr. President, I ask this

because many of us are not well acquainted with Mr. Mitchell.

Could I ask you the same question, sir, in reference to him that

was asked about Chief Justice Warren last week, that is, what
are the qualifications that attracted Mr. Mitchell to you, as

Secretary of Labor?

THE PRESIDENT. A man, so far as I can find, of great character,

whose interest is in people and not merely in, you might say, the

economic processes of our country, a man who has had great ex-

perience in the whole labor field. He was, among other things,

for a long time the labor relations man for, I believe, Macy's and
then Bloomingdale's, and since then in the Army. I find that all

of his associates, his superiors, and everybody else thinks that he is

a man of extraordinary ability.

Merriman Smith, United Press : Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's six- 3:30 to 3:49 o'clock on Thursday

teenth news conference was held in afternoon, October 8, 1953. ^^ ^t-

the Executive Office Building from tendance: 198.

209 ^ Greetings to the Delegates to the 42d

Conference of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

October g, I g^^

Mr. Chairman^ Mr. Speaker, ladies and gentlemen:

On behalf of the Administration, it is my very great privilege,

and my most pleasant duty, to welcome here the delegations
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from the Member nations of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, as

well as all of their guests from other countries and representatives

from the United Nations.

Believing as we do that there is no future for progress and civili-

zation unless the conference table supplants the battleground as

the arbiter of disputes, you can well understand the satisfaction

of my associates and of myself that this meeting takes place in this

Capitol of the United States of America.

Moreover, as we see it, there is a particular significance attach-

ing to this particular kind of meeting. Most conferences are made
up of appointed delegations representing the governments by

which appointed, but only hopefully, and often only sketchily

representing the peoples of the nation that that government

controls.

Representative government is an expression of faith that free

people can govern themselves. Consequently, since public opinion

in a free country is the power and the force that gives validity to

every proposal, the nearer we can come to bringing together the

public opinions of nations, rather than merely their governmental

representatives, the greater significance, and the greater im-

portance should apply to such a meeting.

Parliaments, first instituted among men, long, long ago, are

the symbol of public opinion. They are not only the symbol of

that public opinion. They are the nearest approach we may make
to bringing public opinion into one spot, crystallizing it and giving

it expression—expression that we ourselves may understand, and
that others may understand. Consequently, when the actual

members of such parliaments meet together, it is not only a re-

newed expression of faith that free men can govern themselves,

but that they understand that this system of government must

necessarily be one whole throughout the world where people

practice it. It cannot be separate, distinct, in any one nation.

To put it another way, it seems quite clear that free govern-

ment could not possibly exist in any one nation alone. If any

country, no matter how powerful, were an island of representa-
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tive or free or democratic government, surrounded by dictators,

it would soon wither and die away. It would, itself, have to

become a dictatorship.

Consequently, I repeat, the stronger we can make this union

among nations that choose to govern themselves, the more cer-

tainly will it exist in each of our nations, now and forever more.

For one who has had the task of helping to promote under-

standing among allies as they approached a military campaign

and the battlefield I have often wondered why it is so difficult for

nations to reach the kind of accord in peace that they are forced

to reach in war.

Now, the cynic says it is because you use the word "forced,"

forced by a great fear to get together—^in the words of an old sage

of ours, "Hang together or hang separately." I refuse to admit

that men cannot operate—^free men—cannot operate as effectively

on a constructive basis as they can when their sole purpose is the

negative one of saving themselves from destruction.

And so, to each individual gathered here, I express, first, my
satisfaction that you are here; secondly, my great faith that you

can contribute something to this concept and this ideal of free

government that is so dear to all of us; and thirdly, that in doing

so you will have the satisfaction of knowing you are moving along

the constructive road of progress, and not merely banding your-

selves together to achieve only the defensive or negative concept

of mere physical security. It is a great faith that must march
forward. It cannot stand still.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, permit me to express to you

the very great sense of distinction I feel personally—the great

honor that I appreciate so deeply—^in the invitation you have

extended me to come here this morning.

Thank you.

note: The President spoke in the of the Council of the Inter-Parlia-

chamber of the House of Representa- mentary Union, presided at the open-

tives. Viscount Stansgate, President ing session of the conference.
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210 ^ Statement Following Conference With

Madame Pandit^ President of the United Nations

General Assembly. October 1 2, 1 953

MADAME PANDIT called upon the President and the Secretary

of State in her capacity of President of the United Nations General

Assembly. Among other things she explained the tasks still

before the General Assembly in relation to peace in Korea and the

performance of the Armistice Agreement relative to prisoners of

war.

The President expressed his great appreciation of the fact that

the Government of India had been willing in the interest of peace

to assume the difficult role of Chairman of the Neutral Nations

Commission, a role inherently subject to criticism from both sides.

The President and the Secretary of State told Madame Pandit

that they would do everything possible to facilitate the work of the

United Nations Command and the Neutral Nations Commission.

The President particularly mentioned the reports he had received

of the exemplary conduct of the Indian troops in the discharge of

their duties as custodians of the prisoners of war who have elected

not to be repatriated.

The President reaffirmed his faith in the United Nations and his

determination that the United States should cooperate fully with

it in all matters conducive to peace and justice in the world,

211 ^ Remarks in Response to Birthday

Greetings at Hershey, Pennsylvania.

October I
<i, 1953

GOOD EVENING, my friends—and thank you a lot for the

cordiality of your welcome.

Mrs. Eisenhower and I have many reasons to be thankful that

we were able to make this trip today. There may have been
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several thousand, or maybe many tens of thousands of reasons for

the smiles we have encountered on the road, and here. And I

must say to you, never in my life have I heard so many people

sing "Happy Birthday."

I don't mean to be too partisan, but I am glad that there are

this many Republicans in this region.

Thank you a lot.

note: The President spoke in the Pennsylvania Republicans on the eve

Stadium at 6:20 p.m. He went to of his birthday. See also Item 212.

Hershey to participate in a rally of

212 ^ Remarks at the Pennsylvania Republican

Rallyon the Occasion of the President's Birthday.

October i^^.ig^^

Mr. SharpiesJ Fred, friends:

When the heart is full, the tongue is Ukely to stumble. But if

you will bear with me a little while, I should like to try to tell you

something of what this birthday means to me.

In the first place, please don't think there is any regret in my
heart that I have reached the age of 63. Considering when I

was bom, had I not reached it, I know where I would be. And
so I consider it something for which to be thankful, and not to

regret.

Never, I think, has anyone had such a birthday. I have had

that one who has been my life's companion by my side when I

came here to meet this countryside filled with cordiality and

hospitality. To each one here I say, could I only grasp your hand

and try to say to you what I really feel, for your great kindness in

coming out.

There have been a number of different emotions gone through

my heart as I have seen some of the scenes. Those drilled, pic-

turesque bands over in the stadium, I thought they were wonder-
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ful. To each of them I would Hke to give my thanks—to every

waiter at the table, to every person that had anything to do with

the decorations or the arranging of this whole party, the Sharpies,

of course, and Mr. and Mrs. Williams and all the others that I

have met that have worked so hard to make this a great gathering

of American folk.

Finally, we come down to this present just given to me. I have

known about it for a long time. A thing such as this is far too

important to risk any chance that it might be misunderstood. I

believe here this evening, by this great group of patriots that have

established these exchange fellowships, there has been initiated

something that could well be the most meaningful thing that has

happened in our time. Because, overshadowing everything with

which we deal today, my friends, is the question of international

relationships—international relationships of friendship and not

enmity, not prejudice, not a preconceived notion that the other

fellow is a skunk while we are pretty good fellows.

Knowledge itself is not enough. What we need is understand-

ing, and this understanding will come from these young men and

women as they go back and forth between our country and others,

who have already achieved some place in life, who are marked as

leaders, and who will carry back with them not only the skills

and techniques of our country, or will bring their skills and tech-

niques to ours, but they will carry understanding, an under-

standing of America's heart : that she wants peace—^nothing else.

Such a birthday! I think I know possibly almost every man
and woman whose name is signed at the bottom of this scroll. I

tell you now, I could not be prouder than to have my name associ-

ated with theirs. Which means, also, because you are guests here

this evening along with me and the hosts—I suppose you have a

dual capacity—I am honored by the presence here of each of you.

And now, with your forbearance, could I speak a word to all

the young folks down at the choir end of this great hall, who really

mean the future of the United States.

This is, of course, a Republican gathering, but it is not a parti-
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san gathering. And I should like to tell them, in a simple word,

what the Republican Party is trying to do.

The Republican Party is trying to use all of its brains, all of

the ability it has, all of its understanding of this world as it now
exists, merely to establish the foundations from which you—^you

people down there, soon to take over—will carry this United States

forward to greater blessings of liberty and freedom, under God,

than it has ever known before.

Thank you very much, my very good friends.

note: The President spoke in the Nathan B. Williams, Jr. Mr. Wil-

Arena in Hershey at 9 : 36 p.m. In liams served as chairman of the rally,

his opening words he referred to Before the President spoke, Mr.

Philip T. Sharpies, who served as Sharpies presented him with the

host at the President's Birthday Party, plans for the establishment of the first

and to orchestra leader Fred Waring, of the Eisenhower Exchange Fellow-

He later referred to Mr. and Mrs. ships.

213 ^ Exchange of Letters Between the

President and President Paz Estenssoro of Bolivia

Concerning the Need forEconomic Assistance.

October 14, 1953

My dear Mr. President:

I have received your letter of October i, 1953, in which you

describe the very grave economic emergency now threatening

Bolivia and in which you request financial and technical assistance

from the United States.

The people of the United States feel deep concern for the wel-

fare of the people of the sister Republic of Bolivia. The friendly

spirit of cooperation between our two nations has in the past

motivated the programs of technical assistance and the Export-

Import Bank loans for economic diversification to which your

letter refers. Our concern for the welfare of the Bolivian people

motivated the recent decision to make a further purchase of
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Bolivian tin at a time when this country had no immediate need

for additional tin. This concern is founded today not alone on

the traditional friendship between our two peoples but also on
the realization that the security of the entire Free World is

threatened wherever free men suffer hunger or other severe

misfortunes.

We appreciate fully the fact that the present emergency in

Bolivia is one which the Government and the people of Bolivia

are unable to meet without the assistance 6i friends. The Gov-

ernment of Bolivia is already taking wise and courageous measures

of self-help looking toward the diversification and stabilization of

the Bolivian economy, but unfortunately these measures cannot

produce their full effect in time to prevent severe suffering by
the people of Bolivia in the immediate future.

To assist Bolivia in this emergency, and to help accelerate the

economic diversification of your country, the Government of the

United States will provide the following emergency aid in re-

sponse to your request

:

(a) As announced on October 6, I have determined that up
to $5 million of Commodity Credit Corporation stocks of agri-

cultural products shall be made available to meet the urgent

relief requirements of Bolivia;

(b) In addition, the Director of the Foreign Operations Ad-
ministration is allocating up to $4 million of Mutual Security Act
funds to be used in providing additional essential commodities

and services required by the people of Bolivia

;

(c) In accordance with your request, most of the Bolivian cur-

rency funds accruing from the sale of these commodities to

Bolivian consumers are to be used by your Govemment for projects

which will contribute to the economic development of Bolivia;

(d) The United States contribution to the cooperative techni-

cal assistance program in Bolivia has been more than doubled,

and the additional funds, together with the matching contribu-

tion of your Government, are to be used for a program of

emergency food production.
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In closing I wish to express my deep personal appreciation for

the kind reference in your letter to the visit to Bolivia of my
brother, Dr. Milton Eisenhower. He has given me a first-hand

account of the situation in Bolivia, and he has been among the

strongest advocates of assistance to your country.

Sincerely yours,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: President Paz Estenssoro's let-

ter follows

:

Your Excellency:

On August 13, 1953, the Govern-

ment of Bolivia delivered to the De-

partment of State and to other

agencies of the Government of the

United States of America a copy of

a "Plan for the Diversification of

Production."

That plan was formulated after the

visit to this country of your brother.

Dr. Milton Eisenhower, and his ad-

visors, Messrs. Cabot, Overby, and

Anderson of the Departments of

State, the Treasury, and Commerce,

respectively.

The qualities of an educator which

Dr. Eisenhower possesses, his extraor-

dinary comprehension, and his sym-

pathetic grasp of the problems of my
country made it possible for the con-

versations held with him and his

advisors to be carried out with com-

plete frankness and on the level of

the broadest cordiality and mutual

understanding. I therefore wish to

express again to Your Excellency my
appreciation for your vision in hav-

ing asked Dr. Eisenhower to visit Bo-

livia as your representative.

The plan presented after those con-

versations for the study and consid-

eration of the high officials of the

Government of the United States of

America deals with the technical and

economic assistance which my coun-

try needs in order to diversify its

economy, which is now dependent al-

most completely on tin, as well as to

overcome the economic crisis caused

by the low price of that mineral.

Since that moment the Bolivian

financial situation has deteriorated

dangerously. Our availabilities in

foreign currency have diminished so

considerably through the fall in the

price of tin and other minerals that

we find ourselves in the insurmount-

able difficulty of not being able to

provide food and other essential ar-

ticles for the people, since in order to

import them we need foreign

currency.

This circumstance impels me to ad-

dress Your Excellency to ask you

that those parts of the above-men-

tioned plan which refer to providing

food and other essential articles for

the people of Bolivia and to addi-

tional technical assistance indispen-

sable for developing a program of

emergency food production be con-
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sidered and resolved urgently.

Such assistance, granted in time,

will serve on the one hand to spare

the people of Bolivia from the men-

ace of hunger which hangs over them,

and on the other hand will permit

the alleviation of the present dis-

equilibrium in our balance of pay-

ments.

Such measures as Your Excellency

may take in this matter will consti-

tute yet another step in the program

of technical and economic collabora-

tion which Bolivia has been receiving

from the United States of America

and which has made possible the con-

struction of the important Cocha-

bamba-Santa Cruz highway and of

certain works in our petroleum and

agricultural industries.

The Bolivian currency which

would be obtained from the sale to

the public of the food and other

essential articles furnished us could

be utilized to put into effect that part

of the plan of diversification of the

Bolivian economy which might be

carried out through the use of local

currency.

I believe that Your Excellency will

receive this letter with sympathy and

good will, since it concerns the fur-

nishing of aid to a people who, as is

the case in Bolivia, are sincerely

pledged to improve the democratic

institutions inherent in the free

world, to which they firmly adhere,

and who furthermore are solidly

with the principles of mutual security

which govern the nations of the West-

em Hemisphere.

In thanking Your Excellency in

advance in the name of the people of

the Government of Bolivia for the

measures which you may be good

enough to take so that this assistance

may reach us opportunely, I express

sincere wishes for the happiness of

the great American people, whose

destiny Your Excellency guides so

wisely, as well as for your personal

well-being.

V. Paz Estenssoro

214 ^ Remarks at Willard, Ohio,

October I ^, 1953

My friends:

You know I was raised in a place where you had to shout out

loud in order to be heard a long ways, but I am not sure I can

shout loud enough to reach way down there where those young-

sters are andwhom I would very much like to see.

When I was invited to come to Defiance College, one reason I

wanted to do it was because I learned that this was the 150th
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year since Ohio's birth as a State. So I am here today, in this

crowd, to pay my tribute, through you, to this great Conmion-

wealth, and to tell you that everything that your Government can

do to bring peace and decency in this world is being done.

Now, there are many kinds of problems that beset us in this

world today, but every one of them is overshadowed by this: can

we have a world of decency, justice, and peace, or must we always

be fearful that war is just around the comer?

I believe that America can bring about a situation in which we
can have peace. That is what we are working for.

So, as I bring you greetings today, I ask you one thing: to study

this whole problem yourselves, to stand behind reasonable, decent

proposals in the maintaining of strength, in the keeping of our

peaceful relations with others, but retaining above all things our

position of self-respect and decency in the world.

Now I am sorry that I can't shout any louder, but I do want to

say to every one of you: I am so honored that you came down to

let me say "Good morning, how are you," that I want to thank

you here and now for the very great privilege you have given me.

Thank you.

note: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. when the train made a stop on the

way to Defiance.

215 ^ Remarks at the Cornerstone-Laying

Ceremony for the AnthonyWayne Library of

American Study, Defiance College, Defiance, Ohio.

October I ^, 1953

President and Mrs. McCann, Senator Bricker, Governor Lausche,

other distinguished guests, and my fellow Americans:

I suppose it is not too important to anyone to have an explana-

tion of my reasons for being here this morning. But, in a way,

they are important to me, and I would like taking a moment of

your time to express them. Some of them are distinctly personal.
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For example, I am retuming a call—I am returning a courtesy.

This choir that we see here came to Washington last January 20th

and did me the signal honor of being there at the time of the

Inauguration. I am delighted to have this opportunity to return

such a neighborly call.

I am here because of my admiration and affection for two

people—^Kevin and Ruth McCann. Kevin McCann was with

me in the services, at Columbia. They typify for me an Ameri-

can couple at its best. Recognizing their obligations to the

society of which they are a part, they have never once hesitated,

in the years I have known them, to take the hard and difficult way
to discharge that obligation, instead of the easy way of enjoying

things that they thought were given to them by that society.

I am here because of my ultimate faith in education as the hope

of the world—Christian religious education, man's free access to

knowledge, his right to use it. I believe that unless all negotia-

tions between nations are based upon a growing understanding

among the peoples of those nations, there is no validity and no

permanence to whatever arrangements may be made.

And so I think that the function of the school commands the

presence of anyone in the United States, when there is a signifi-

cant occasion in any one of our important schools, and that person

can find it proper to attend.

I am here because I want to pay tribute to one of the greatest

States in its 150th year. I deem it a signal honor that I may be

here in order to say "Long live Ohio," not merely for 150 years

but on down through the ages—one of the brightest jewels of

that great crown they call America.

And long may this library here stand and serve the needs of

Defiance College. May it help assure to all her students free

access to knowledge, just as the teachers of this institution will

help them make intelligent use of that knowledge.

Now, for me, today's ceremony means more than physical par-

ticipation in the laying of a cornerstone. This community and

this College have a deeper significance than anything done or
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any words that can be spoken here this noon. On this spot we
are close to landmarks in American history, and with us on this

campus are thousands of young people who are tomorrow's build-

ers of a greater and better America. So we see the past and the

future joining with the present in this ritual of dedication.

At one spot in this town, I have been told, a stone marks the

site of the first French mission on the Maumee River, established

more than 300 years ago. At another, the earthworks of Fort

Defiance remind us that 1 60 years ago the forward command post

of the American Nation was here. Other landmarks are canal

locks and monuments and buildings that recall the mighty expan-

sion of the American economy from an agricultural society to the

first place among the world's industrial powers.

Consequently, in Defiance, whose roots are deep in the Ameri-

can past, it is fitting that I humbly salute the generations of men
and women, the builders of Ohio, in this, the sesquicentennial

year of their State. They were explorers and trappers and mis-

sionaries, traders, and farmers, and teachers, diggers of water-

ways and skilled operators of an industrial empire. Above all

else, however, in the story of their achievements, they helped con-

struct a way of life—the American way of life, of which the

cornerstone is an indestructible faith in man's dignity as a child

of God.

We today live in communities across this land enjoying justice,

opportunity, and freedom, because from the beginning of our

history until this very day those generations labored and fought

and sacrificed so that justice and opportunity and freedom might

be every American's birthright.

In their foremost ranks stood one whose name will live in rev-

erent memory so long as the Republic lives. Senator Robert Taft

dedicated his life to the service of his State and his country. To
every task he brought an informed mind, an insatiable hunger for

the full truth, a zeal in the cause of justice and opportunity and

freedom for all his fellow citizens. He stands out in his age as

one of the great builders of the American way that is our heritage.
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This heritage is our most precious possession. What we do

individually to conserve it, to strengthen it, to enrich it, is the only

true measure of our devotion to it. More than this, it is the only

true measure of the claims we can possibly have on posterity's

memory. The wealth we may accumulate, the public prestige we
may enjoy, the social position we may obtain, are all meaningless

in the long vista of time, unless all are made to serve the cause of

human dignity and freedom. What value dollars, or acclaim, or

position in a world where justice and opportunity and freedom

are lost to us by force, by subversion, or by our own neglect?

A chief bulwark of our heritage against any such decay of the

law has been and is and will be the American school system

—

from the one-room red brick building at a country crossroads to

the largest of our universities.

In the days of the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia,

Thomas Jefferson wrote to a friend these words: "No surer foun-

dation," he said of education, "can be devised for the preservation

of liberty and happiness." Then, with the fervor of a lifetime

devoted to the increase of liberty and happiness among men, he

added, "Preach a crusade against ignorance."

The crusade was preached and was waged successfully. Im-

pelled by it, our forebears added the school—the community

school to the home that was the center of man's life as a family

being, and to the church that was the fountain of his faith as a

religious being. They were intent on providing an armory of

knowledge where Americans might gird themselves for the obli-

gations and the challenges that those Founding Fathers knew
would be inescapable in a system of representative government.

The results are written across the history of our country. By
every step taken to banish ignorance, we have increased our hold

on liberty. By every measure taken to enlarge our comprehension

of the world in which we live, we have amplified the possibiUties

for human happiness. We possess in our land a largeness of jus-

tice and freedom beyond our forefathers' dreams, because the

education of our youth has been a primary goal of this Nation.
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Our school system is more important than ever before, because

the job of being an American citizen is more complex than ever

before in our history. Knowledge and imderstanding and vision

beyond the demands of yesterday are required of tomorrow's

citizens. Our schools—all our schools—^in consequence, must

have a continuing priority in our concern for community and

national welfare.

In our school system an important place is filled by the small,

often church-related, liberal arts colleges. These institutions, for

generations in the van of higher education, have covered our land.

They have brought the advantages of college training to thousands

upon thousands who, except for the existence of these institutions,

could never have enjoyed this privilege.

Now, they are caught in a squeeze between temporary decreased

enrollments and high costs. But the great traditions they bring

to today's students of their own intellectual leaders and fervent

patriots of the past must not be lost. The importance of the place

they occupy in American life needs not fewer but more of them.

Indeed, I firmly beUeve that more extensive education than

that obtainable in high schools must be brought to every com-

munity and every locality in such a way that every young person

regardless of his means or his lack of means can go to school for

a minimum of 2 additional years.

Now, today, each of these small, almost neighborhood colleges

is striving to fit itself better to serve its students, its commimity,

and its country. Each of them shares—as does every typical

American home and every church—^in the American inspiration,

the American purpose, and American goals.

On this campus, typical of the small liberal arts college, I deem
it a privilege, indeed I consider it a duty, to pay my tribute to

these schools. Already they have contributed much to the Ameri-

can way. Their potential contributions to the country's future

are beyond calculation.

So we participating in the dedication of this library are ex-

pressing our support of this kind of education, of this kind of
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school. Thus we are performing one of the duties of citizenship

in a free nation. Thus we symbolize our continuing faith in man's

ability, under God, to govern himself intelligently. Thus we hope

to assure the future strength and the eternal freedom of America.

My friends, to each of you who has come out this morning and

has done me the courtesy of listening to the thoughts I have ex-

pressed, my warm thanks. I am grateful to you.

NOTE : The President spoke at 1 1 : 45 a.m.

216 ^ Address at the Annual Convention of the

Future Farmers of America, Kansas City, Missouri.

October I ^,ig^<^

Mr. President, Governor Donnelly, other distinguished guests, my
young friends:

There has just been conferred upon me, as I came up here, an

honorary degree of Farmer of America. I hope you will allow

me to say that not only am I very proud of this distinction, but I

shall expect to profit from it. Now I believe it is my privilege to

call upon the county agent, and even for some Department of

Agriculture pamphlets. And with my farm in Pennsylvania, I

need them.

Now, my young friends, I want to visit with you tonight about

our country, and also about an important part of it—agricul-

ture—to which you are devoting your lives.

But first, I want to extend my warm congratulations on the

Silver Anniversary of your organization.

I wish we could have had similar organizations when I worked
on the farm during my boyhood in Abilene, some 160 miles west

of here.

Mastery of good farming is, of course, your immediate concern

as Future Farmers of America. But for his well-being today, the

farmer must look not merely to his own skills and his own fertile
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acres; he must look to the far corners of this broad land and on

beyond to such far-off regions as Malaya and the Belgian Congo.

The interests of you young men and women cannot be limited,

isolated, or described by any single term such as "agriculture."

Your study in the coming years must range beyond your immedi-

ate problems and your home communities. Your vision must en-

compass the entire globe. Certainly, for you and your parents,

the activities of the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense

are as important as those of the Secretary of Agriculture. Your

fortunes are and will be as directly and intimately affected by the

foreign policies of the United States as they will be by any farm

policy of the government.

By the same token, our agriculture has a far deeper meaning for

the entire American people than is represented only in the abun-

dant products of the soil. Our great cities, our mighty industries,

our business and professional accomplishments, our educational

institutions, our high living standards—are possible because of the

efficiency and productivity of the American farm.

In some countries, roughly nine-tenths of the population must

work on the land, in order to provide a living for themselves and

to release one man for other types of duty. In our coimtry that

ratio is more than reversed. So that we have a great pre-

ponderant portion of our population free to go into other forms

of activity that redound to the comfort and improved standards

of living of all of us. In the same fashion your own agricultural

interests and income are inseparably tied up with the health and

prosperity of working men and women and the industries in our

towns and cities. One element of our Nation can scarcely exist

—

and certainly cannot prosper—^independently of the others.

This truth is applicable within agriculture itself. There is, for

instance, the problem created by the desire of the cattle raiser for

cheap feed, while the producer of that feed seeks a good market

and high prices. The simple fact is that we must seek methods of

increasing stability and prosperity in all elements of agriculture.

Such an agriculture is imperative to the well-being of all

Americans.
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Because our national interest is so deeply involved, I think it

will be well for us to take stock of where we are today and where

we are headed for in agriculture. I am going to talk about this,

my young friends, without apology, because I think you have as

much interest in the matter as do your parents. I know you have

a far greater understanding of the factors at work than did young

people during my own youth.

Let us talk first about some disagreeable facts. There are diffi-

cult problems today in our agriculture—problems deeply rooted

in our recent past. By last January, farm prices, farm income,

and our agricultural exports had all gone into full retreat, while

the cost of the things farmers bought were on the increase.

This economic grinding machine hurt many of our farm people,

but especially young farmers just starting out—^including many
thousands of GFs who had turned to farming or returned to their

farms, after the war. I understand and am deeply concerned with

their problems.

Now, this developing cost-price squeeze found the Nation's

cattlemen in especial difficulty early this year. It even forced

many of them to liquidate all or part of their herds.

One of the first official acts of this Administration dealt with

this problem. Price controls were promptly removed, as was the

compulsory grading that had been obstructing the market. Secre-

tary of Agriculture Benson then vigorously attacked the problem

from the merchandising standpoint. He obtained the whole-

hearted cooperation of cattlemen's associations—meat packers

—

wholesale and retail outlets. These efforts helped increase beef

sales by 26 percent during the first 8 months of 1953 as compared

to one year before.

Trying and difficult as was this situation, a disaster of nature's

making came to aggravate the trouble. A drought of devastating

intensity blistered the great Southwest. Economic misfortune

confronted hundreds of thousands of Americans on ranches and
farms. The cattle forced upon the market from the stricken

areas further depressed prices.
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Clearly, here was a case for action by a government that was

concerned with the welfare of all our people.

Emergency government programs were quickly set up to pro-

vide low cost feed in the disaster areas. Emergency credit, re-

duced freight rates, increased government purchases of beef were

swiftly arranged. Incidentally, I was just informed today by the

Secretary that the reduced freight rates are to be continued by

the railways. In this crisis, the Congress, responding to the na-

tional interest, provided 150 million dollars for emergency loans

and low-cost feed and seed.

Now, that was during June and July. Since then the drought

has grown more serious, especially here in Missouri. I assure you

young people, your families, and Americans generally, that the

Federal govemment is continuing, and will continue as long as

necessary, to assist in meeting the misfortunes of our people in

the drought areas. Only a few days ago, an additional ten million

dollars were allocated from emergency funds to help pay the cost

of transporting midwestem hay to drought-stricken livestock

farmers.

Today, to develop additional plans to meet this situation. Secre-

tary Benson and Director Peterson of the Federal Civil Defense

Administration met here in Kansas City with the Governors of

the States most seriously affected by the widening drought. To-
morrow morning, I shall meet with the Governors to receive their

suggestions on the cooperation of their States with the Federal

govemment in this important effort.

My own conviction is that the principle of partnership between

the Federal govemment and the State governments should govern

our approach to such emergency problems. Only in this way can

we gain the dual advantages of local knowledge, efficiency and

incentive on the one hand, and of the wider Federal resources on

the other.

And yet there are many problems relating to agriculture that

are predominantly Federal in character. There is evidence of

this fact in the many constructive legislative steps taken thus far
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by the 83rd Congress—^such legislation as raising the minimum
quota limitations on the 1954 wheat crop—authorizing wheat for

Pakistan—^providing one hundred million dollars of farm com-

modities for relief to friendly nations—authorizing two himdred

and fifty million dollars for foreign currencies to expend for farm

commodities—inaugurating a new upstream conservation-type

flood control program—authorizing reorganization of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture—extending the Reciprocal Trade Agree-

ments Act and creating a commission to study foreign economic

policy. These and other actions by the Congress have been a

significant contribution both to the present and to the future

welfare of American farmers.

Now, before plans can be laid for the future of American agri-

culture, it is important for us to imderstand the major problem

today.

This trouble, aside from the drought, is simply stated : our war-

expanded agriculture produces more than enough, in some lines to

meet market demands and reserve requirements at present prices.

Why, then, you may ask, hasn't this problem become more

insistently troublesome before now?

I think, again, the reason is plain.

It was World War II inflation; then huge American agricul-

tural exports, financed by American billions; then still another

burst of inflation caused by the Korean War: it was these

emergencies, these calamities, this rampant inflation, that pro-

vided the critical margin for high agricultural prices during the

past decade. It was this series of events that blurred the basic

problem and deferred its solution to later years.

I grew up among farmers. I know they do not want their

future prosperity contingent upon crises of one sort or another.

No one can hate war, inflation and crisis more than does the

farmer. Instead the farmer wants farm programs that affect him

to be orderly, long-lived, soundly-based and carefully devised by

the best brains and experience in agriculture. This, I am sure, is

especially the conviction of you young people. You have long
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lives still before you, and must think in terms of sound and lasting

farm programs fitted to your future.

It is for such reasons as these that we have established an i8-

member commission to help devise programs for the farmers'

future—a commission—and please note this well—a commission

with 12 active, practical farmers as members, to insure that

practical men help form a sound national agricultural policy.

To secure this kind of practical help is why the Department of

Agriculture has been working closely with the national farm

organizations and through them, directly with active farmers to

develop its own recommendations for a farm program that will

solidly advance the whole Nation's interest.

That is why special commodity committees and the agricultural

colleges are hard at work with the Department of Agriculture on

the more technical problems.

It is why the Senate Committee on Agriculture has commenced
studies of conservation and development of our land and water

resources.

This is also why the House of Representatives Committee on

Agriculture is now holding hearings right at the grass roots, taking

testimony directly from active farmers and their leaders, to find

out what the experienced farmer believes is necessary for a sound

farm program.

Now, these are the most thorough probings into the funda-

mentals of American agriculture in many years. They have been

actively under way for some time. While they have not yet been

completed, I want to say now these three things about these broad

efforts:

First, I intend to weigh carefully the many recommendations

developed by these groups of men experienced in all these phases

of agriculture. Based on those views, I will submit my recom-

mendations to the Congress early next year on the kind of program

I beUeve to be in the Nation's best interest.

And may I say, in connection with that, I look upon the formu-

lation of a sound farm policy as a bi-partisan undertaking. The
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welfare of our farm families knows no politics and I assure you

there shall be none in the approach to that problem by this

Administration.

Second, just a word about price supports.

Now, these price support laws expire in December 1954. This

means that in the next session of Congress, the one meeting this

coming January, various plans will necessarily be considered and

weighed and resolved. These alternatives are: first to extend

present laws exactly as now written; second, to extend them with

certain improvements; and third, to revise them radically in favor

of an entirely new program. As all people in agriculture know,

there is great diversity of opinion as to what should be done about

these expiring laws.

We must—and we will—continue faithfully to administer pres-

ent price support laws now on the statute books. Further, all of

us know that the price support principle must be a part of any

future farm program.

All of us likewise know that these are extremely complex issues.

They are now being analyzed and worked at as hard as thoughtful

people can do, with expert judgment being brought to bear from

practical farmers themselves. I have kept in close personal touch

with the progress of these studies. The goal is a solidly-based,

comprehensive farm program that will remedy present difficulties

in existing laws—a program that will build markets, safeguard

farm income, and protect consumers.

The farmers need such a program in their own interest. Con-

sumers need one in their own interest. But keep this clearly in

mind : no program is going to be proposed by this Administration,

nor, I am sure, would a program be passed by the Congress, that

fails to provide solidly for the national interest by continuing pros-

perity in American agriculture.

Third, I think we are now ready to start hammering out this

solidly-based program for the future.

Within ten days, on October 24th to be exact, I am calling to-

gether, to meet with me in the Cabinet Room at the White House,
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the National Agricultural Advisory Commission. That commis-

sion will give to us the conclusions it has arrived at in its months

of study.

Later, as your farm organizations and the Committees of Con-

gress complete their essential studies, the Secretary and I will

confer with the ranking members of these Committees and with

your farm leaders to obtain the results of their grassroots studies

now nearing completion.

Thus, in this fashion, we will firm up the needed program and
we will have that program ready for the consideration of the

Congress early next year. After that, of course, begin the exhaus-

tive Committee hearings and debate in the Congress. The end

result will be as sound and as carefully thought out a farm pro-

gram as practical experience, expert knowledge, and good judg-

ment can devise.

Now, my friends, I trust that this sketchy outline of the develop-

ing farm program has some interest for you because of your im-

mediate economic and professional concerns. But, for just a mo-
ment, let us look at your wider interests as Americans and as citi-

zens of the world—and at the kind of world in which you may
spend your years. And let us not forget that the demands of

those wider interests must always be met satisfactorily before spe-

cific programs affecting any profession or calling can have
validity.

In the past half century our Nation's population has almost

doubled. In the next six years our population will grow by the

equivalent of the total present population of our great neighbor

Canada. The promise that this rapid growth of our country holds

out to all our people, and especially our farmers, is tremendous.

It represents 7,000 more breakfasts, 7,000 more dinners, 7,000

more suppers each day than on the day before.

Combined with this rapidly growing market is the amazing

progress in science and invention which daily opens startling new
vistas for all of our people.

There is no foretelling what American ingenuity will offer the
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Nation in the next few decades. In my lifetime have come the

automobile, television, electronics, home freezers, widespread use

of the telephone and electricity on our farms, good roads, power

machinery, vastly improved fertilizer and insecticides—and not

the least, civilian and military aircraft some flying beyond the

speed of sound, some with a range of 10,000 miles.

With such startling developments in our recent past, who can

foretell the promise of the future ahead of you young people?

In this developing society in which you are speedily to take a

leading part, you must never permit your government to indulge

in the fanciful notion that work for the individual is a thing of

the past. My friends, this is true because if ever this should be-

come a fact, if work were a thing of the past, all fun and joy in

living would be gone. Your own property, your own security,

your own opportunity, your own liberties, they must be earned

—

they cannot be bestowed upon you. It is government's function to

preserve your possession of these rights and opportunities and

privileges, and to protect you against every disaster which is of

such a kind that the individual alone cannot conquer it. But in

the necessity of constantly adjusting the processes of government

so as always to provide for needed protection to its citizens, while

at the same time insuring perpetuation of their economic, political

and intellectual freedoms, here is where we find the great chal-

lenge of America.

So, what is promised you is opportunity to get ahead, to make
of yourselves what you can. What is promised you, too, is a

chance to keep a free government free—a government carrying

forward in keeping with the Nation's ideals—a government of

limited powers, preserving your freedom, responding to your will,

and insuring that the Nation is secure.

I foresee no limits to your future. It is truly boundless. Any-

one my age who truly believes in America sincerely congratulates

you as you start the exciting and challenging journey through life,

even though he cannot see and experience what you are going to

see and experience. But he does know that the whole adventure
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will be more fascinating, more spectacular, more stimulating and
more rewarding than were the eventsmy generation has witnessed.

As I say good night to you, I deeply wisl> that I could be given

the words to express the boundless confidence I have in the ability

and character and the stamina of America's young people. I

have lived with them and gained inspiration from them in peace

and in war in many corners of the earth. To them, America is

indebted for every military victory she has won, for wars are

always fought and won by the young people.

Now, we know as you know, that keeping our Nation secure

and the world at peace will remain the predominant, overshadow-

ing problem until an equitable method of easing the world's ten-

sions has been found, until we have devised a way to turn man's

major effort from his own destruction to his own betterment and
salvation. Beyond all doubt the aspiration of America is peace;

to achieve it your govemment in all its branches is laboring ear-

nestly and persistently, and in doing so seeks the understanding

support of every single one of our citizens in this quest for peace.

In this question, as in all others of major import, the fortunes of

you young people are more definitely at stake than are those of

older groups. This world is yours to live in; you must help shape

it to your desires and aspirations. I believe—and I deeply be-

lieve—that the energy, the courage, the imagination, the readi-

ness to sacrifice, of American youth when united behind this pur-

pose, will constitute such a force that obstacles will fall and victory

finally emerge.

As you till your farms, go to school, plan your futures, raise your

families, remember that only he can deserve America who stands

forever ready to give America all he has.

To live for America as devotedly, as nobly as so many thou-

sands have died for her is the greatest ambition any of her chil-

dren can have. Fortified and strengthened by this one truth,

there is no problem you will not solve. May God truly bless you

all.

Good night.
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note: The President spoke at 8 p.m. he referred to James Dillon, National

in the Municipal Auditorium in President of the Future Farmers of

Kansas City. In his opening words America.

217 ^ Statementby the President on Eric

Johnston's Mission to the Near East.

October 165 1953

THE GOVERNMENT of the United States believes that the

interests of world peace call for every possible effort to create

conditions of greater calm and stability in the Near East.

The Administration has continuously undertaken to relieve

tensions in this sensitive and important area of the Free World.

Last spring, the Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, made
a first-hand survey of the area.

In furtherance of this policy, I am now sending Mr. Eric

Johnston to the Near East as my personal representative with

the rank of Ambassador to explore with the governments of the

countries of that region certain steps which might be expected to

contribute to an improvement of the general situation in the

region. In so doing, I have assured Mr. Johnston that he will

have my full support and enjoy the widest possible latitude in

dealing with all questions relevant to his mission.

One of the major causes of disquiet in the Near East is the

fact that some hundreds of thousands of Arab refugees are living

without adequate means of support in the Arab states. The
material wants of these people have been cared for through the

United Nations Relief and Works Agency. The Congress of the

United States, over a period of four years, has appropriated a

total of $1535513,000 to aid these refugees. It has been evident

from the start, however, that every effort must be made by the

countries concerned, with the help of the international commun-
ity, to find a means of giving these unfortunate people an op-

portunity to regain personal self-sufficiency.
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One of the major purposes of Mr. Johnston's mission will be

to undertake discussions with certain of the Arab states and Israel,

looking to the mutual development of the water resources of the

Jordan River Valley on a regional basis for the benefit of all the

people of the area.

In his conversations in the region, Mr. Johnston will make
known the concern felt by the Government of the United States

over the continuation of Near Eastern tensions and express our

willingness to assist in every practicable way in reducing the areas

of controversy. He will indicate the importance which the United

States Government attaches to a regional approach to the develop-

ment of natural resources. Such an approach holds a promise of

extensive economic improvement in the countries concerned

through the development of much needed irrigation and hydro-

electric power and through the creation of an economic base on

the land for a substantial proportion of the Arab refugees.

It is my conviction that acceptance of a comprehensive plan

for the development of the Jordan Valley would contribute greatly

to stability in the Near East and to general economic progress of

the region. I have asked Mr. Johnston to explain this position to

the states concerned, seek their cooperation and help them

through whatever means he finds advisable.

Mr. Johnston left the United States on October 14th, following

conversations with me, the Secretary of State, the Director of the

Foreign Operations Administration and other officials.

NOTE : On November 1 7, the White to the states concerned as a sound and

House announced that Mr. Johnston constructive approach to some of the

had that day reported to the Presi- critical issues that contributed to ten-

dent on his mission, and that the atti- sions in the area. It was further an-

tude he had encountered gave him nounced that Mr. Johnston would

reason to believe that the Jordan proceed to the Near East for further

Valley project would commend itself discussions in the near future.
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218 ^ Remarks at the Dedication of the

American Hereford Building, Kansas City,

Missouri. October 16, 1953

Mr. President, Senator Darby, many distinguished guests, and

my friends:

I think I scarcely need use up your time to try to tell you how
honored I feel at being in this company. In the first place, this

is my section of the world. At least, it is that section that I feel

I have the greatest right to claim. Whenever I get again the

ground of these great plains beneath my feet, I feel differently

than I do anywhere else. And so, with you, although there may
not be a face in the throng that I recognize, I feel at home—and I

hope you will allowme to do so.

Now, when I had the distinction of receiving an invitation to

participate in the dedication of this building, I thought that your

president, your association, was really making a mistake. Had
they been dedicating a building to the old mossy horn that still

roamed the plains when I was still on the farm, I would have seen

some aptness to the invitation. But there were many things about

this particular one that puzzled me. You know when the old

scrub cattle of the prairie began to disappear, when I was a very

young boy, there were all sorts of new breeds appearing—Short-

horns, Angus, this white face, and the Galloway. Whatever has

happened to the Galloway? He was a big black cow, you know,

bigger than that Angus, and sort of woolly-haired. And the

people who advocated him said he was going to give a lot of milk

and a lot of beef, too, and was going to be a better cow than any

of the rest.

But the white face seems, at least, in this section, to have taken

over very greatly. I went to central Kansas today, and I noticed,

in all the time I was on the ground, I saw only one herd that was

not of the white faced breed. There was still someone who be-

lieved that the Black Angus was the best.
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Now, one of the puzzling things about this white face when it

appeared, none of us knew exactly how to pronounce the name;
and I confess that all these years it never occurred to me to look

it up exactly. But just before I came out here, I got a very culti-

vated gentleman, and I said, "How do you pronounce this word
now, correctly?" And I carefully drove myself to say "Hairford."

And that's what I came over here to say, but I have learned from

your president that it's "Herford"; and now I feel natural and

it's "Herford" from now on.

And there is another thing. Those of us, in those days when I

was undoubtedly reflecting the opinion of my elders, because I

certainly didn't have any opinion myself about the matter, con-

fidently talked about the fact that the old scrub range cow would

always hold its own, that these new-fangled, fancy animals com-
ing in from abroad and elsewhere just didn't have what it took

to make a living in the short-grass country.

Well, it shows you how wrong people can be, when they proph-

esy against progress. Those few herds that were scattered all

through this country, down through Oklahoma and all of the

other regions around here, have multiplied until if they were not

all white face, they are all blooded cows. They are a heavy beef

cow. They are producing this country's food on far less than that

old scrub did. As a matter of fact too much of that cow went to

horns and legs—^that's about all there was to it, just enough body

to connect the two. And when one of them took after ypu, you

knew how fast they could go, too

!

Now, this has grown into a tremendous industry. I saw today

a statistic that every day the United States eats 33 million pounds

of beef. When we begin to talk about statistics, we talk about

something that is of the utmost importance to the United States.

This great and wonderful living that we have has featuring among
other things the finest diet in the world—and the Hereford pro-

duces most of it.

In any event, that industry has now reached the proportions

that everything that affects it is of interest to the entire United
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States. If cattlemen are in trouble, and certainly in the drought

areas and all over they are, it is not merely the cattlemen that

Government and all the rest of us must think about, we must

think about the welfare of all the United States. We must ap-

proach all our problems in that way.

And so, regardless of my ignorance about all of these different

breeds, from "Old Anxiety" and "Domino 99th," and all the rest

of them, right down to the present, in spite of the fact that I don't

know where the Galloway went or why the Shorthom seemed to

disappear or anything else, I do think there is one factor that

makes it fitting that I should have the honor to read the words

on this tablet and to cut the ribbon: that is, in the Office that has

been entrusted to me for these years, I do represent the feeling,

the convictions, of the United States. And those feelings and

convictions are that this great Hereford industry is of trans-

cendental importance to all of us.

And now, let me just read the words that are on this plaque:

"This monument erected as a tribute to the faith of the Pioneers,

and the determination of the men who have carried on, to estab-

lish the Hereford Breed as leader in the beef cattie world.

"Dedicated October 16, 1953."

And before I cut this, wouldn't it be interesting to know what

some of those old cattlemen—that drove their cattle from the

south of Texas up that Chisholm Trail to Abilene—^what they

would think, if today they could see the great building erected

to the honor of cattle—^the successors to the ones that they drove

up here.

And so I have the honor to dedicate this building to the useful-

ness, to the welfare of the Hereford Association of America.

note: The President spoke at 7:50 Senator from Kansas. Following the

p.m. In his opening words he re- ceremonies the President attended the

ferred to Herbert A. Chandler, Presi- American Royal Livestock and Horse

dent of the American Hereford As- Show in Kansas City,

sociation, and Harry Darby, former
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219 ^ Address in New Orleans at the Ceremony

Marking the 1 50th Anniversary of the Louisiana

Purchase. October ly, 1953

Mr. Chairman^ Your Excellency the Ambassador of France^ Your

Excellencies the Ambassadors from other countries here repre-

sented, Governor Kennon, Mayor Morrison, Your Excellency

the Archbishop, other distinguished guests—and my fellow

Americans:

Before I shall try to expose to you the thoughts that I believe

appropriate to this occasion, might I have a moment to express

a personal word of thanks, not only on my behalf, but I am sure

they would want me to speak for them—^the other guests of your

city today—on behalf of all of us, our thanks for the cordiality,

the hospitality this city has displayed to us. We have been privi-

leged to take part not only in an historically significant occasion,

but in a most colorful one, and for my part, I owe a special debt

of gratitude to Your Majesties King Rex apd King Comus, for

graciously allowing a part of this paraae—^your traditional

parade—to take part in this ceremony this morning. It is the

first time I have had the honor of seeing it, and I thoroughly

appreciate it. Thank you.

My friends, we are today observing the anniversary of an event

which ranks with the most important in our history.

The Louisiana Purchase effectively doubled the area of our

young nation, brought this country unimagined wealth, and gave

us strength and intemational influence beyond the dreams of our

nation's founders just 25 years earlier.

We are observing the anniversary of an act which, though born

of other nations' conflicts, involved the death of not a single

American soldier. It was, for the United States, an act of peace.

It was also an act of vision and of daring.

It was daring for a new-bom nation, lacking all modem com-

munications making for unity, to venture into a huge, unexplored
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area of unknown natural hazards and little-known inhabitants.

It was daring for such a nation to accept so heavy a debt as this

unique purchase imposed upon it. It was daring for our two

negotiators in Paris—Livingston and Monroe—^to decide to ac-

cept Napoleon's surprising offer without fear of repudiation by

their national leaders separated from them by the breadth of an

ocean. It was daring for our President, Thomas Jefferson, to sup-

port their decision instantly and to face squarely the opposition

not only of foreign powers but of political critics of great passion

and small vision.

That daring, typically American, has been justified in rare

measure. It has been justified to an extent which staggers the

mind; to an extent which, mathematically, is almost incalculable.

What once was the Louisiana Territory, today embraces six of

our forty-eight states and large parts of seven others. It was 900-

thousand square miles. It is bordered by a river almost un-

matched in length and unsurpassed in majesty.

The bounty of this area has been even more phenomenal than

its size. Its total cost, after all other increments were added to

the 15 million dollars, was 23 million dollars—the cost today of a

single Navy cargo ship. For this outlay, what did America get?

Let me give you one interesting example

:

One single state—of the thirteen originally involved in the

Purchase—recently reported the value of one single crop in one

single year.

The state was Iowa. The crop was corn. The value was over

700 million dollars. This sum is thirty times as much as was paid

for the entire Louisiana Territory.

Only one other example shall I give you. It concerns this city

of New Orleans, and, specifically, one part of this city—the Port

of New Orleans. During the first four months of this year, there

passed from the fields and cities of America, through the port of

this city, exports valued at more than 250 million dollars. And
this is a sum eleven times greater than the cost of the whole

Territory.
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Now I find this last example singularly meaningful—^not to

New Orleans alone but to all America. For here we see dra-

matically highlighted one of the critical facts of our national

life—our dependence on foreign trade.

We all know that New Orleans has always been a vital Ameri-

can port. As you well remember, it was closure of this port that

sharpened our nation's anxiety to buy from France the area

around this city—to insure our frontiersmen this essential gateway

to the open sea.

The passage of a century and a half has decisively imderscored

the need of that day. For today our whole economy turns and

depends upon the commerce of the world through such ports as

this.

Through such ports as this on this Gulf, on two oceans, on the

Great Lakes, come almost all the tungsten used in our tool steel,

almost all the nickel and practically all the chromite used in stain-

less steel.

The tin used in canning our food, the columbite and the cobalt

that are needed in the manufacture of high alloys, the manganese

that goes into our American steel, the hemp for our ropes and
hawsers, all of these come, almost exclusively, from foreign

markets.

This dependence of our industry is certain to increase as the

tempo of our industry increases. It highlights the most com-
pelling practical reason why we must have friends in the world.

We know that nations of hostile intent would not trade with us

except as it suited their own convenience. And this means that

hostile rule of areas supplying us essential imports would place

the American production line at the mercy of those who hope for

its destruction.

But foreign trade means much more than the obtaining of vital

raw materials from other nations. It means effectively strength-

ening our friends in the world at large—strengthening them not

only to fortify their own economies—^not only to be independent
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of direct financial aid from wealthier nations—^but also to buy

from us whatwe must sell to the world.

By making it possible for our friends to sell their products to

us, we thus at once help them to be strong and enable them to earn

the dollars by which they can, in turn, help our economy to be

healthy and progressive.

Clearly, we need these friends abroad, just as they need us.

Consider some of our agricultural products which demand
foreign markets—^many of those products coming from the land

originally involved in the Louisiana Purchase and much of them

flowing through this port.

In the crop year 1 95 1-52

:

Of all the barley produced in this year, more than 12 percent

was paid for outside our borders.

Almost 50 percent of all our wheat was paid for in foreign

markets.

Almost 60 percent of our entire rice crop was bought by other

nations.

With non-agricultural products, the facts are much the same.

Half a million of our refrigerators and home-type freezers, more

than 30 million dollars' worth of our sulphur, more than 250

million dollars' worth of our machine tools and our agricultural

machinery, more than a quarter of all the lubricating oil, and

almost half of all our copper sulphate—all these were paid for in

foreign countries.

Now, these facts and figures affect every American, no matter

who he is: all who work on our farms, all who labor in our

industries. They can signify for our whole economy the differ-

ence between productive profit and paralyzing loss.

This is a partial measure of the material meaning of foreign

trade to America.

And this dramatizes, with sharp clarity, the role that New Or-

leans has played in helping this country form and sustain the

international friendships which we need and cherish. Through
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such gateways as New Orleans, we have been able to trade with

these friends on a fair and mutually profitable basis. We have

been able to cooperate with them in projects developing their

physical resources. There has been for a century and a half a

stream of visitors flowing in both directions—from other countries

to this, and from this to other countries. Through the knowledge

and mutual understanding gained and spread by these people,

there have been built friendships based upon mutual respect,

mutual liking, and mutual need. Such friendships are many.

But there must be more. They must be stronger. They must

be deeper. I think that almost any American traveling abroad

these days experiences occasionally a sense of shock when he re-

calls an opinion about Americans in general held abroad, that

seems to that American visitor to be so far from the truth. He
finds himself considered immature diplomatically—^impulsive

—

too proud of their strength—ready to fight—^wanting war. He is

shocked. He is considered rude. Even his deportment is not

admired, because of unfortunate incidents on the part of

individuals.

These friendships of which I speak, my friends, are so vital to

us, that no American, no matter how exalted or how lowly may be

his station, can afford to ignore them.

Each of us, whether bearing a commission from his Govern-

ment or traveling by himself for pleasure or for business is a repre-

sentative of the United States of America, and he must try to

portray America as he believes it in his heart to be : a peace-loving

nation, living in the fear of God, but in the fear of God only, and

trying to be partners with our friends^—and we accept for a friend

anyone who genuinely holds out the hand of friendship to us, as

we do to them.

And now this great port must meet the challenge of the coming

decades. It offers foreign shippers 40 miles of river front. It is

enhanced by a foreign trade zone. Its modern facilities are daily

being enlarged and improved. It is manned by workers cele-

brated for their skill, their enthusiasm, and their vigor. It is an

686



Dwight D. Eisenhower, ig^s ^220

inspiring symbol not only of the vastly prosperous area whose an-

niversary we are this year celebrating, but of the nation it has

served for the past 150 years. And with every item of commerce

that comes in, with every one that goes out, let us strive to see that

it is packaged in understanding, and handled in friendship.

Here, in the Port of New Orleans, we see reflected America's

strength, her vitality, her confidence, her irrepressible desire for

improvement, her magnificent ability to meet resourcefully the

demands of changing times.

It has been thus—in New Orleans, in the Louisiana Territory,

throughout the United States—during the past century-and-a-

half.

With God's help, with our friends in the world, and with unity

among ourselves, it will continue to be so, throughout all the years

that lie ahead.

Thank you, my friends.

note: The President spoke at 11:52 Governor Robert F. Kennon of

a.m. in Jackson Square. In his open- Louisiana; Mayor De Lesseps S.

ing words he referred to Ernest V. Morrison of New Orleans; and The
Richards, Jr., Chairman of the Most Reverend Joseph F. Rummel,
Louisiana Sesquicentennial Commis- Archbishop of New Orleans,

sion; Ambassador Henri Bonnet;

220 ^ Remarks to a Group of Republican

Workers in New Orleans. October 1 7, 1 953

THANKYOU very much—thank you very much. This reminds

me a little bit of last year, ladies and gentlemen. If you remem-
ber, I was nominated over in Chicago, and immediately all the

party strategists came to give me advice. And most of it, I sup-

pose, was good.

One thing they told me was to stay out of the South. That
may have been good political advice, of course. I didn't know.

Everybody knew I wasn't a politician—and Fm not yet. But one
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thing I did know: that I had promised a lot of people that if ever

I got in politics, I was going to come to the South. And so—come

what may—I was going to keep that promise.

And so, the first crowd I ever met in the South was, I think, in

Atlanta. I don't know how many people were there, but they

filled that whole square and down the side streets, all along the

way—and the same in Jacksonville, Miami, and down that way.

And finally, somewhere along in October—I think the day before

my birthday—I got to New Orleans, and I don't think I ever saw

so big a jam in one place. Finally, I decided to do something.

When I got over to Texas, I called up one of these party strategists,

and I said "J^st how big is a corporal's guard?" As you know,

when I was a lieutenant in the Army, a corporal's guard was

about eight men.

Now, they say you can't have a two-party system in the South.

Well, it looks to me like there is one here. If you could take just

the people in this room—this minute—and place them absolutely

strategically all over the State of Louisiana-—put them exactly

where you want them—there is no question about the influence

you would immediately swing.

You are people that respond to the requirements of leadership.

You have got brains enough to know that it is the South that needs

a two-party system, not a bunch of politicians—^not a bunch of

Democrats, or anybody else. It's the South that needs a two-

party system, if it is to be truly emancipated.

It has got to have such influence in all national affairs that,

regardless of which party has come into power, the brains and the

talent of the Southern States are as willing and as well organized,

and as immediately available to the central government as if they

came from some other region.

But let me give you some bitter experience—this much on a

personal basis. If the Republicans win today, they have to come

down and find someone they trust and say here is a good man
that can represent the viewpoint of this region. Because almost

everybody that has been in a political organization, that has been
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in political life, for years and years in the South has been

Democratic.

Now you have the brains to know that, and that is the first

requirement of leadership. Next, you have got enthusiasm. I

know that, because John Wisdom tells me you have been here

since 9 o'clock this morning. You couldn't possibly have gone

to all the trouble of getting off today and be here to give me the

opportunity to meet with you for these few moments, unless you

had enthusiasm.

You have faith—or you wouldn't have done the work in the

Southland that a Republican must do to hold up his head. Re-

publicans haven't been too popular here for a good many decades,

and you had to have faith to do what you could to restore the

party to a position of complete respectability—and you have

done it.

By the way, John Wisdom told me on the way out here that

there was a Mayor and three councilmen of a little town some-

where elected in Louisiana. Is that Mayor here? I would like

to see his hand. Good to see you ! Congratulations

!

I should like to say, gentlemen, that some very, very great oaks

have grown from small acorns—and he looks like a pretty good-

sized acorn to me.

But it does mean intelligence. It does mean enthusiasm. It

does mean faith. Readiness to go to work—and work for what

you want, and what you believe in.

What we must believe in is : honest government. The Republi-

can Party is not of any particular use because it has a nice-sound-

ing name. It is of use only if it can give the United States of

America better government at home, and better understanding

abroad. That is your dedication.

And I want to make one thing clear, my friends. We don't

have to claim credit for all the deeds, all the talents, all the dedi-

cation, all the patriotism, in the Republican Party. Not at all.

But we do know that imless there is competition in things like that,

that free government can perish. That it is only intelligent, dedi-
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cated opposition that keeps people in power right up on their

toes.

There is surely one way to keep both parties decent. That is

for both parties to be strong, and composed of people who have

one thought: the United States of America, and her standing in

the world and at home.

Now that, my very good friends, I realize, is not a very profound

message. Every one of you knows it—and knows the truth of

every fact I have stated, just as well as I know it.

The only thing I do see worth while in this meeting, then, is that

I may stand before you and, as the President of all the United

States—^not just of the Republican Party, but of the United States

of America—give you my dedication to remain as true to that

kind of undertaking and that kind of philosophy as I know how
to do.

That kind of pledge will help you set about the task which at

times must look hopeless. Well then, I assure you, that kind of

help, as much as I can give, will always be there.

And one other word: don't ever let anyone get you hopeless

in the long fight. I had an old general that I thought the world of

as my teacher, years ago. And one day I was working on some-
thing pretty hard—down in Panama it was—something pretty

hard. I didn't see any way out of it. And he said to me, "Well, I

will tell you, Eisenhower"—he was from Mississippi, talked like

that
—

"there is one thing sure: the harder a problem, the more
necessary it is to smile. A tough one is never won by a long face.

Don't forget that."

So among other things, keep a grin on your face.

Goodbye.

note: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at Moisant Airport, New Orleans,

La.
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221 ^ Toast to President Ruiz Gortines of

Mexico at a Luncheon Before the Dedication of the

FalconDam on the Rio Grande. October i g, 1 953

Mr. President and friends from both sides of this international

boundary:

I speak for all the citizens of my own country here present when

I express to you, Mr. President, our tremendous satisfaction that

you have honored us with this personal visit.

For your country, this country has only sentiments of friend-

ship, of pride, and esteem. And those sentiments we express to

you because you are the embodiment of your country: its official,

its social, its political leader.

So, speaking not only for those here present, but I assure you,

Mr. President, for all of that great body of our citizens who would

like to be here but who cannot be here today, as we go to engage

in this joint ceremony on the River, for all of them I say to you:

may long life, health, and happiness be yours, and may the

relationships between your country and mine be those only of

friendship.

And for myself I say: I am proud that today I have been able

to form a new personal, valuable friendship with you.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, may I ask all of you to rise and
with me drink a Toast to the President of Mexico.

Your good health

!

note: The President proposed this near the site of the dam. See also

toast at 2 : 08 p.m. at a luncheon held Items 222 and 223.
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222 ^ Address at the Dedication of FalconDam.

October 19, 1953

Mr. President, Mr. Commissioners, and all those present from

both sides of this international border, whom I am bold enough

and certainly proud to call my friends:

To you, President Ruiz Cortines, permit me to address my first

thought, as we meet to dedicate this great structure to the use of

our two peoples. I prize the opportunity of meeting you person-

ally. Moreover, I should like for you to accept my pledge that,

as the political head of the United States of America, I shall ever

deem it a privilege—and a useful service to my own country

—

to work with you cooperatively and in friendship. The citizens

of the United States of America here gathered with the citizens

of your people, are honored by your presence, as all, throughout

our entire country, prize the friendship implicit in this meeting.

And President Ruiz Cortines, and all others present from south

of this River, let me say that when I speak of friendship today

—

friendship between our two countries—I am by no means talking

of that pale sentiment by which we often describe a chance meet-

ing with an acquaintance on the street, nor do I mean for it to be

used as a mere salute or as used, sometimes, in formal diplomatic

language.

I mean, Mr. President, the kind of friendship that seeks—^seeks

earnestly and persistently to understand the viewpoint of the

other, and then labors with sympathy and with all that is in the

heart to meet the viewpoint of his friend.

To be here today, at this moment in the history of our two

nations, fills me with pride and with hope. Pride is for the past

—

for this latest achievement of the united labor of our two peoples.

Hope is for the future—for the kind of future that two such

peoples, in such proven unity, can surely build.

More than a mute monument to the ingenuity of engineers,

this Falcon Dam is living testimony to the understanding and
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the cooperation binding our two peoples. More than any volume

of words, the sound of its rushing waters and spinning generators

speaks of this understanding. And more meaningful and power-

ful than all the energy it shall generate is the force for common
good which we can found in this cooperation.

This work is one of the most dramatic achievements of the In-

ternational Boundary and Water Commission which conceived

and executed its construction. Founded almost sixty-five years

ago, this Commission has repeatedly, throughout its history, re-

solved such problems as elsewhere in the world have flared into

bitterness and into hostility. It has done more. It has provided

the means for the peoples of two free, sovereign nations to work

constructively for their conmion welfare. And it has done yet

more. It has given the world a lesson in the way neighbor nations

can and should live: in peace, in mutual respect, in common
prosperity.

Behind the work of this historic commission—^beyond even all

the efforts of the governments of these two nations—^is the spirit of

two neighbor peoples. This dam and all works like it can, in

the deepest sense, be appraised or understood not simply as the

achievements of officials and technicians, nor as the grand pur-

chases bought by appropriations of vast sums of money. Such

works as this are created in the hearts of the citizens of two na-

tions, citizens who respect and believe in one another. They are

bought with the most precious coin in the world—the goodwill

among peoples.

I paymy tribute, then, to the men who really created this work

:

the citizen of the United States of Mexico, and the citizen of the

United States of America.

Each of these men proudly proclaims himself a patriot of his

own country.

But, what else is he?

First, he respects all that belongs to his neighbor—^his culture,

his history, his just possessions, and his honest aspirations. He
honors his neighbor's rich heritage as heartfuUy as he honors his
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own. He respects the dignity of the other—and expects no less

from his neighbor.

He is, in yet deeper ways, a lover of freedom. He is profoundly

aware of the ugly menace of totalitarianism, of its gaudy promise

and its grim practice. He is particularly alert to that kind of

aggressive totalitarianism today propagating the deadliest divi-

sions—class against class, nation against nation, people against

people. In his heart and in his mind and in his conscience, this

man despises all the qualities and trappings of this totalitarianism

:

its pretense, its slander, its self-seeking—its contempt of man
himself.

And, finally, this man knows his own true source of strength

:

his own free, creative initiative—all the strength and dignity

which are his because God so endowed him. This man—this

man on both sides of this border—^he looks to no government

—

neither his own nor someone else's—to chart his life. He knows

that his own happiness and the healthy progress of his whole

nation alike are to be won essentially by his own hands and his

own brains.

In all this, the man we salute today is the same—on whichever

side of this border he lives. Citizen of Mexico or citizen of the

United States, he is also citizen of the free world.

This—this I deeply believe, is the spirit that not only rules our

hearts here today but also unites this entire Hemisphere.

Extending southward from this spot is a continent of mag-

nificent resources and infinite promise.

I need not emphasize the weight of the responsibilities that

fall upon the United States of America in our dealings with the

whole free world. Understandably, I think, these have often in

the past conspired to center our attention on points of the globe

remote from this continent. These responsibilities persist—^in-

deed, they grow greater and increase. But something else has

likewise increased: our awareness of the vital problems and the

exciting opportimities here in the lands of all the Americas.

To these lands, our attention is turned in warm friendship and
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constructive concern for the well-being of all our neighbors.

We hope to understand their needs and their problems.

We know of the longings of so many for a life enriched not only

by greater material blessings, but also by the educational and
cultural opportunities due all free men.

We know the scarcity of capital to provide vital stimulus to in-

dustry and agriculture—to all production enterprise.

We know the urgent demand for technical assistance in many
areas.

We know the grave issues of intemational trade that must be
resolved to allow productive prosperity for all.

We know these matters to be the common concem of all other

nations and peoples—for whatever touches one of us touches all

of us.

And above all we know this: the conquest of these problems is

within the power of our united energy, skill, and determination.

Now, on this day, and on this border, there meet not only the

heads of the governments of neighbor nations and fraternal peo-

ples. Here meet the past and the future: the lesson of one, the

promise of the second.

Out of this past—out of its trials, its not infrequent shows of

national selfishness, its occasional sharp anxieties and differ-

ences—out of all this there has come and prevailed a kind of con-

tinental concert of spirit and will and purpose.

Ours is the imperishable spirit of free men, unswayed by the
cheap promises of totalitarianism, undismayed by its blustering

threats.

Our common purpose is the pursuit of a peace that is produc-
tive and lasting.

We seek, indeed, that age whose grandest monuments are not
built to honor miUtary or physical accomplishments, but rather

those very different monuments: schools to teach our young,
hospitals to heal our sick, roads to bear our commerce, power to

give warmth and light, religious institutions to rouse the spirit,

and the structure of abiding peace in which men may faithfully
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seek all that is good, all that is noble in life.

We confidently believe that such purposes continue to grow

throughout this Hemisphere. Especially most important, we be-

lieve that your nation, under your leadership, is growing in that

thought and in that purpose.

We humbly believe these purposes to be worthy enough to ask

the blessing of the Almighty upon our peoples as we seek, with

prayer and patience, their full attainment.

My friends, thank you very much.

note: The President spoke at 3:45 and Commissioner Lawrence M.
p.m. In his opening words he re- Lawson, United States Section, of

ferred to President Ruiz Cortines of the International Boundary and

Mexico, and to Commissioner David Water Commission, United States

Herrera Jordan, Mexican Section, and Mexico.

223 ^ Remarks Following the Dedication of

Falcon Dam. October 19, 1953

My friends:

May I first say that I deeply regret that there was not room
out on that Dam to accommodate all the visitors who attended

this historic event. But, by your coming, by your patience, even

though you could not go out on the Dam, you demonstrated your

understanding of what was really taking place today: the forging

of another indestructible link in the friendship of two countries.

I do not intend, my friends, to keep you long today, but I would

like to give you some idea of how firmly I believe in the necessity

of international friendship.

If friendship does not replace the hostilities of the world, if the

conference table does not displace the battlefield as the place

where we shall settle our disputes, then civilization as we know it

indeed has a meager future.

But if we build friendships—friendships that mean an attempt

to understand the other fellow, to approach his problem sympa-
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thetically, and with the determination that he shall be helped just

as much as we can in the solution of that problem, then we are

going to make progress toward a future brighter than any civiliza-

tion has known.

You young people—^you young people still own, let us say, 60

years of our country—^far more than I do. If I am lucky I still

own about 15—and I have to be lucky. But you own America,

you young people, and don't let anyone tell you that people have

to be enemies.

Now, here today, if you can establish one new link of friendship

with our nearest neighbors, you have made progress toward a

future that you can turn over to your children with pride and

confidence.

And so I say again, I am proud of you for coming out today in

spite of the heat and the inconvenience, and the impossibility of

getting out there to visit with the President of Mexico, and to

hear the bands. You came—^showing that you understood what
this means. I am so proud of you, that if I don't go, I am going

to get maudlin.

Thank you a lot.

note: The President spoke at 4:06 after making his formal address there

p.m. near the Falcon Dam, shortly (Item 222).

224 ^ Statement by the Presidenton the Death of

William L. Hutcheson. October 20, 1953

THE COUNTRY has lost an outstanding citizen and labor one

of its most universally respected leaders in the passing of William

L. Hutcheson. Through his thirty-six years as President of the

Carpenters' Union, he had the esteem of both the rank and file

and management. His long and vigorous service on behalf of the

many thousands of workers in his organization was matched by
his devotion to his country. He was a true American.
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225 ff The President's News Conference of

October 21^ i953'

THE PRESIDENT. Plcasc be Seated. Good morning, how are you.

For my part, the most important thing that has happened to me
is a swing around through Ohio, Kansas, Missouri, Louisiana,

and Texas.

There were two real points to the trip—to meet with the

Future Farmers and with the Governors' Conference out in Kansas

City, and to meet with President Ruiz Cortines of Mexico.

Both stops seemed to have been well reported in some detail,

and so I do not think that you people have any particular interest

in any incident that I would know of, because I think you al-

ready know about them.

I would like to say this: I was very deeply gratified to see the

Govemors meet in Kansas City, and meet with the intention of

working out a program by which individual States afflicted by

the current disaster, the drought, can work with the Federal

Government in a cooperative effort to relieve distress.

Moreover, they voluntarily extended that objective to the at-

tempt to work out a long-range program, so that in the event of

any kind of natural disaster States and the Federal Government

can work together for instant relief on a logical basis of coopera-

tion, and so that we would know exactly how we go about

relieving distress without the delay of looking around for new
authorizations, new legislation, new understandings between us.

I think that the great interest shown by these Govemors in the

responsibility of the local area as well as the help they expect from

the Federal Government is very encouraging.

In line with that, immediately after that meeting Governor

Donnelly of Missouri went home and called a special session; I

believe his legislature is now meeting in Jefferson City to carry

on this cooperative effort.

I have a number of details of the things that have been done
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by the Federal Government and by the States in the past months

to relieve this drought situation.

We would be foolish to try to minimize its effects; it is very,

very serious. Rather than try to recite them to you now, about

what we have done in the way of credit and reduced freight rates,

supplementing the appropriations of emergency funds, about

cutting down the price of feed and of meal and so on, helping

to get in hay, I think that if you want those facts it would be

better for you to stop and get them from Mr. Hagerty. They
make an impressive array altogether. But, naturally, there is still

a lot of distress, a lot of things yet to be done.^

By the way, I want to say one thing about one officer this morn-

ing. I had General Dean for breakfast. I have long been an

admirer of General Dean, although he happened to be command-

ing one division in my command in World War II that I never got

to see in its entirety and, therefore, had never met him.

He had a most unusual experience. One thing that interested

me was that he was always fed well. He said never once in the

whole time he was captive was he fed less well than his own guards

and captors around him, which was an interesting thing.

He told about methods of indoctrination, treatment, and also

some of the conclusions he formed as a result of his experience on

both sides of that line in Korea. They were very interesting.

I can't, of course, take time now to tell you about them, but he

is a man, I think, who is well worth talking to. He's got a very

rich and unique experience behind him.

With that remark, I think we will go to questions.

^ The President referred to a White House release summarizing the administration's

activities in relieving hardships caused by the drought. The following were enumer-

ated: the designation of drought disaster areas in 13 States, the making available at

greatly reduced rates of feeds owned by the Commodity Credit Corporation, an agree-

ment by the railroads to reduce freight rates for the movement of Government-owned

feeds to drought areas, increased purchases of hamburger and canned beef to sup-

port declining prices, approval of more than $10 million in special livestock loans

under emergency credit legislation, and allocation of $10 million from emergency

funds to underwrite Federal participation in the distribution of hay in the drought

areas.
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Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, can you

tell us what General Dean's next assignment will be? Do you

know, sir?

THE PREsroENT. I think he is not certain. They have discussed

one or two with him. He has not yet talked with the Chief of

Staff.

I am personally anxious that he get into some place where the

benefit of his unusual experiences will redound to the benefit of

all of us, all of the Army; and if he has got anything that the rest

of us can profit from, I would like to see it utilized.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President,

do you attach any general political importance to the election of a

Democrat in a traditionally Republican district in Wisconsin?

THE pREsroENT. Well, of coursc I realize that is a natural

question for you to ask.

I will be frank with you, ladies and gentlemen, I think you

are probably better analysts of local political situations than I,

and I am going to leave the determination of what happened and

why it happened, to you. I really don't know, and no one has

givenme a long or any detailed analysis of it.

Q. Ray L. Scherer, National Broadcasting Company: One of

your Cabinet officers told us, Mr. President, that he thought the

politicians were more stirred up about the farm situation than the

farmers were. I was wondering what your impressions might be

on that point, after seeing a number of them last week?

THE PRESIDENT. Frankly, there were several times when I

should very much have liked to have collected up all of the press

and picturemen that went with me on that trip and asked them

what they were gathering, what their impressions were.

I would say that I thought the catdemen and farmers were tak-

ing this more in their stride. After all, in my little home town of

Abilene I had lunch with 40 people, most of whom, if they are

not farmers themselves, own farms. And certainly, in view of my
background with them, there was no reason for them holding

back anything they wanted to say. My impression was they were
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not as concerned as some of the people that visit my office.

However, they don't minimize the seriousness of this thing, and

they do hope that a long-range program can be worked out that

will insure them against the calamity when they have no control

over it.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune: Mr. Presi-

dent, I had a question on congressional elections generally. You

have told us, I think, on two occasions that it would be your

policy not to interfere in local elections of any kind. I think the

questions that have been asked before, though, have applied to

gubernatorial elections or some local elections. Will you take

part in the congressional election campaign next year?

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc you know, Mr. Donovan, that I am
deeply interested in what happens to the complexion of the Senate

and of the House of Representatives, but I do not intend to make

of the Presidency an agency to use in partisan elections.

I have the conception that although elected by only part of the

population, as is evident, anybody occupying this office is President

of all the people. He has got the responsibility of attempting to

develop a program that is enlightened and progressive and for

the benefit of all people. And if the success he has in getting

assistance and associates around him in his working with the

Congress in an effective way—^not just in an apparent, you might

say, out-in-front way, but in an effective way—^so as to secure the

enactment of such programs, then those people that are supporting

him, people of his own party, people that are supporting that

kind of a program, have a real umbrella under which to op>erate.

That is the best thing I think he can do, both for, you might say

—

for his party, because he is working for his country.

I have no intention of going out and getting into partisan

struggles in any district or in any State, because I know that I,

for one, in such a State would resent that kind of intrusion from

the President of the United States.

Q. Robert C. Albright, Washington Post: Mr. President, I

was going to ask you if that statement applied to the Virginia

gubernatorial

701



^225 Public Papers of the Presidents

THEPREsroENT. To the what?

Q. Mr. Albright: To the Virginia governorship contest in the

light of your statement in favor of the two-party system.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of course, I believe in the two-party

system. I believe in any area where there isn't a legitimate two-

party system working, that that area itself suffers. I believe it is

not really enjoying the full benefits that it could under our form

of government. But I am not, I repeat not^ going out and get

into these things that are strictly local where, believing as I do in

representative and free government, they have a right to choose

as they please.

What I am trying to do with the party of which I am a part,

is to establish a record that so nearly as possible a great over-

whelming majority of Americans approve of it; and then we will

get somewhere.

Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times: Sir, I have two questions

on these commissions. Some of the studies in the departments

which you inaugurated and which the Cabinet officers started on

Federal-State relationships were under way before the Manion

Commission was set up. Will those studies, when they are

finished, have to go to the Manion Commission before they are

made pubUc?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I couldu't auswcr it because I am not

certain as to the status of these.

Q. Mrs. McClendon : I foimd this week in the departments that

some of the people say it will be your decision as to whether they

have to go to the Manion Commission or the Hoover Commission.

THE PRESIDENT. They havc not brought me those questions for

decision yet.

Now, what I do believe is this: there have been often in this

great and complex Government studies made one place, buried

in the shelves, go into the dusty archives, and no one ever hears

about them; and then someone gets an idea—^say I get an idea

and I want a study, and so I start a completely new one.

What I am anxious and have directed the proper members of
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my staff is to make certain that all of these works of commissions

are brought together so that we don't go over the same ground and

repeat and just make it more expensive and nothing ever gets

done. That is the general rule. The specific case of which you

speak has not been brought to me.

Q. Mrs. McClendon: I see.

Now, sir, the other question is, will the reports of the Manion
Commission have to go to the Hoover Commission before they can

be considered final? Which commission would have precedence

over the other? That question has already come up.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think, of course, there is naturally and
obviously a relationship between them. I think they are each

working independently of the other, except they exchange views

as they go along on their work. I don't think the usefuhiess of

one report becomes dependent upon the publication of the other.

I don't believe so.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: I wonder if I

could retum to the farm question for just a moment? In your

swing through the West did you find that the farmers were satis-

fied or dissatisfied with the progress of farm policy in the Agricul-

ture Department so far?

THE PREsroENT. It is vcry difficult for anyone who is in a posi-

tion that the President is ordinarily in on such a trip to give you

a categorical answer. He gets impressions from particular

people, but they often have preconceived notions, too.

Again I should say, if we could, I would like to have rise up
here and take a vote among all of the people that went along on
that trip, because they have a variety of opinion.

This is what I do believe : farmers are very happy that practical

farmers, operating farmers, are going to constitute the great

majority of the bipartisan commission that has been organized

under the law as an advisory commission to the Secretary of Agri-

culture in all those things.

They have always been, and expressed themselves as being, very

wary of academic answers to their problems. They are quite
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pleased that there has been a readiness to meet their problems on

a broad scale.

They also understand that there is no special and specific answer

for one farm problem to the exclusion of another. They are quite

happy that the organisms for research, for looking into all these

problems, are trying to approach it on a comprehensive basis.

Now, very naturally, when a cattleman comes up, and particu-

larly if he is a feeder and paid 33 cents a pound or 34 cents for a

calf, and now when it gets fat he can get 22 cents or something of

that kind, he is very unhappy and he hopes that something will be

worked out. But he does realize always—I think every farmer I

talked to said, "Well, there are just too many cattle in the United

States." And I had many suggestions as to how we could reduce

the cattle population, but they really believed that is the first an-

swer on it.

But I must say I couldn't give you just a categorical answer and

say they are happy or they are unhappy. They realize they have

got a problem, and they realize it is not easy to solve. They do

hope that the answers and conclusions reached are not merely on

an emergency basis but they can have some confidence in their

semipermanence, let's say.

Q. Peter Heidenberger, Bavarian Broadcasting System : I have

a question in regard to Germany. The German Chancellor, Dr.

Adenauer, said yesterday that a delay in EDC should not penalize

Germany. Do you have any comment on the European situation

at this time and possible changes in> the relation between EDC
and Germany and this country?

THE PREsroENT. No, I couldu't commcnt on that. I say this:

I have a tremendous confidence in Chancellor Adenauer, I think

he is a statesman, I think he is a real leader. And I would cer-

tainly study with the utmost interest anything he has to say, either

publicly or privately, about the European situation. But on his

specific comment, I could not say anything at this time.

Q. L. G. Laycook, Nashville Tennessean: Mr. President, have

you reached any decision yet on Governor Clement's proposal that
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a special commission be set up to study TVA?
THE PRESIDENT. No, I havcn't, for the simple reason that at the

time he came here, I was about ready to depart. I think this is

the first time the word TVA has come to me since then.

Q. Mr. Laycook: One other question, Mr. President: Dr.

Manion on a nationwide television show on Monday night said

he thought TVA ought to be sold to private business. Do you

agree with him on that?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I would certainly be a bold person if I

thought that the interests of either those people or the United

States would be served by just shooting from the hip and saying

any such thing. As you know, I have always believed in the maxi-

mum of free enterprise. I don't emphasize merely the word

"free," I mean also "enterprise."

I have urged the maximum of local and State participation in

everything we do in a governmental fashion, but I have always

stated that the TVA is an historical fact. I don't even know that

it could be sold to private industry without doing something to

wreck the whole system. After all, the Government uses a great

portion of the power developed down there in the eastern part of

the State. I have no comment on such a thing, because that

would be a pretty drastic step, wouldn't it?

Q. Darwin R. Olofson, Omaha World-Herald : Mr. President,

Secretary Benson yesterday announced a decision to support the

prices of certain feed grains at the same level at which they had

been supported previously. Can you tell me whether that specific

decision was discussed with you prior to the announcement?

THE PRESIDENT. Support Certain feed grains?

Q. Mr. Olofson: Yes; oats, rye, barley

THE PRESIDENT. The generality has been discussed with me,

and I have approved it thoroughly, in spite of the fact that we are

providing cheap grain in the drought areas. I don't know what

the specific decision yesterday was; I didn't see it. But I do know

that Secretary Benson has moved, in all of these things, with my
approval of the things he is trying to do.
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Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Do you have

any comment on the first American soldier to change his mind

and come home after first choosing to stay with the Communists?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, cxccpt this, that I am glad that he took a

second look and was not permanently influenced by the kind of

indoctrination that was undoubtedly given him.

By the way, here is an interesting thing. Let me go back for

just a minute, with your indulgence, to General Dean.

General Dean sat in a room 7 by 7 during all of his captivity;

but during the early part of his captivity, this was occupied by

from six to seven soldiers of the Conmiunist army. Every day

they went through 4 hours of indoctrination, those soldiers. They
had to take books on communism. They laboriously copied page

after page out of them. Then they had to outline them. Then
they had to discuss among themselves the doctrines of communism.

Now, when you take the meager education that we give to

our people, sometimes, as to what their obligation is to a free

form of government, what it means to support it, what it means

to keep it and to pass it on, you sometimes wonder that there

weren't more of our people that succumbed, at least temporarily.

I am sure that this lad that is coming back will never regret that

decision.

Q. Milton Friedman, Jewish Telegraphic Agency: Mr. Presi-

dent, yesterday Secretary of State Dulles announced that economic

aid for Israel was being cut off. Did the Secretary consult with

you on this question, sir?

THE PRESroENT. YcS.

Q. Paul Scott Rankine, Reuters News Agency: Mr. President,

would you comment upon the achievements of the London con-

ference of foreign ministers?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I think not. Secretary Dulles, I think,

has had a press conference, and he has been very frank in his dis-

cussion of those things they are doing. I think it was valuable,

and I certainly approve of that kind of thing. But I think he

should talk about details himself.
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Q. Edward J. Milne, Providence Journal-Bulletin: Mr. Presi-

dent, we have had a good deal of talk about the farm problem. I

wonder if you have any comment on the problem which is worry-

ing some of our city friends, of the increase in the cost of living,

the continuing increase?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I would tell you one thing about the

increase in the cost of living. You have seen the statement made

that the cost of living has reached an alltime high, but let me show

you what the actual fact is. You go and look at the percentage of

increase over the cost of living for recent years and then see how
it has flattened out this year. It has gone up about 1.7 percent,

and in none of the recent years, I think, has it failed to go up from

3J/^ or more—one year, I believe, 7 percent. The actual fact

about the cost-of-living curve is that it is flattening out, which is

far more important.

I certainly sympathize with particularly the white-collar

workers of the cities that are caught between these squeezes all the

time. The best we can do, as I see it, is strive for that middle-of-

the-road—^the conflict between the desire of people formore wages

and the desire of other people to get more for their products, and

try to keep a reasonable balance between these things so that every-

body can profit. It is not easy, as everybody knows, because we do

have conflicting interests. There has got to be some forbearance,

some wider view, on the part of all of us than mere inmiediate

selfishness or, as the Communists claim, finally free government

won't be free government. They claim, as you know, that

capitalism contains its own contradictions and its own elements of

self-destruction. I don't believe it. I think we can solve it.

Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times : Mr. President, there are

some wide areas of industry that are not represented on this

agricultural advisory body. Are you going to complete those

gaps—are you going to name some more members of that body

this week?

THEPREsroENT. You mean, the ouc body?

Q. Mrs. McClendon: Yes, sir.
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THE PRESIDENT. There is one of 1 8?

Q. Mrs. McClendon: Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT. As a matter of fact, you are asking me now
out of my memory to remember exactly how many we have

appointed.

Q. Mrs. McClendon: I believe there are several that you have

not named yet.

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Hagcrty tells me we expect the designa-

tion to be made shortly.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo News: Mr. President, during this

week, the Commodity Credit Corporation offered to the com-

mercial banks of the country $360 million worth of what they call

certificates in trust, which I understand will not show up on the

balance sheet that comes under the statutory debt limit. I am
curious as to whether you were familiar with that operation and

whether you anticipated any further operation of that sort.

THE PRESIDENT. The United States, unless I am mistaken, has

very, very many billions of contingent liabilities that don't appear

in the national debt. The insurance you put back of deposits and

mortgages and a great many other things are contingent liabilities

of the Federal Government. They don't show up in the public

debt because there are no bonds issued against them to make
them valid.

Now, the specific thing you talk about, I remember that they

came in and talked to me about these things, but just exactly

what the implication of the item you bring up is, I am not sure.

I wouldn't know.

Q. Else Strom, Aftontidningen (Stockholm, Sweden) : Con-

sidering the difficulties of the neutral commission in Korea, do you

have any comment to make on the O'Konski letter to Syngman
Rhee on freeing the prisoners of war?

THE PRESIDENT. I havc just heard, and not read, this letter.

The Secretary of State has said he is going to study it before he

makes any comment. Now, I can't possibly, because I have only

an indirect report about it.
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I would say this : no one can be more anxious than is the Ameri-

can Government to do a fair, decent thing by everybody in Korea

so peace there can rest on something more permanent than just

a quick Uttle agreement of the moment. I am sure that anyone

who goes along in that hope will have a friend in the American

Government. That is all ; I can't comment further.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Getting back

to this farm situation a minute, sir. Senator Young said that he

thought that Secretary Benson should resign. Is there any com-

ment that you would care to make on that, sir?

THE PRESIDENT [laughing]. As a matter of fact, while I didn't

see that statement, I believe it is the President's responsibility to

decide who should be his principal associates and advisers. I

have seen no one more dedicated to America than is Mr. Benson.

I have seen no man who is more anxious to get the welfare of

every American—the consumer in the city, the user of grain, the

producer of grain, the user of beef, the producer of beef—to get

all of them in a fair position with respect to each other, than is

Secretary Benson. Now, because he can't produce a miraculous,

one-line cure for all the evils, I, for one, am not going to be critical,

because I have studied it myself.

I say that ismy responsibility. Let us put it thatway.

Q. Robert W. Richards, Copley Press: Mr. President, the

Secretary has been administering a law passed by the last Congress

which supports six basic crops at 90 percent of parity. During

the campaign in Minnesota, you said that you couldn't understand

why the farmers shouldn't have full parity rather than 90 percent

of parity.

THE PREsroENT. That is right.

Q. Mr. Richards: In other words, 100 percent of parity. Do
you still feel that way?

THE PRESIDENT. I didn't Say "price supports of 100 percent."

I said the objective in any decent farm program in and out of

Government should be to get them on the actual equality, which

means that their prices that they get for things should be com-
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parable to the prices they pay for things. But I never said that

there should be rigid price-support laws at 100 percent of parity,

never.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's seven- 10:30 to 10:56 o'clock on Wednes-

teenth news conference was held in day morning, October 21, 1953. In

the Executive Office Building from attendance: 162.

226 ^ Citation Accompanying Medal of Honor

Presented to Second LieutenantRaymond G.

Murphy. October 22, 1953

THE PRESIDENT of the United States in the name of The

Congress takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to

SECOND LIEUTENANT RAYMOND G. MURPHY,

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the following

CrTATiON

:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life

above and beyond the call of duty as a Platoon Commander of

Company A, First BattaUon, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division

(Reinforced), in action against enemy aggressor forces in Korea

on 3 February 1953. Although painfully wounded by fragments

from an enemy mortar shell while leading his evacuation platoon

in support of assault units attacking a cleverly concealed and well-

entrenched hostile force occupying commanding ground, Second

Lieutenant Murphy steadfastly refused medical aid and continued

to lead his men up a hill through a withering barrage of hostile

mortar and small-arms fire, skillfully maneuvering his force from

one position to the next and shouting words of encouragement.

Undeterred by the increasing intense enemy fire, he immediately

located casualties as they fell and made several trips up and down
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the fire-swept hill to direct evacuation teams to the wounded,

personally carrying many of the stricken Marines to safety. When
reinforcements were needed by the assaulting elements, Second

Lieutenant Murphy employed part of his unit as support and,

during the ensuing battle, personally killed two of the enemy with

his pistol. With all the woimded evacuated and the assaulting

units beginning to disengage, he remained behind with a carbine

to cover the movement of friendly forces off the hill and, though

suffering intense pain from his previous wounds, seized an auto-

matic rifle to provide more firepower when the enemy reappeared

in the trenches. After reaching the base of the hill, he organized

a search party and again ascended the slope for a final check on

missing Marines, locating and carrying the bodies of a machine-

gun crew back down the hill. Wounded a second time while con-

ducting the entire force to the line of departure through a

continuing barrage of enemy small-arms, artillery and mortar

fire, he again refused medical assistance imtil assured that every

one of his men, including all casualties, had preceded him to the

main lines. His resolute and inspiring leadership, exceptional

fortitude and great personal valor reflect the highest credit upon

Second Lieutenant Murphy and enhance the finest traditions of

the United States Naval Service.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

note: See also Item 229.

227 ^ Statementby the Presidenton the Work

of the National Agricultural Advisory Commission.

October 2^y 1953

I AM DEEPLY OBLIGATED to the members of the National

Agricultural Advisory Commission for the important work they

have done and are doing in behalf of America's farming

community.
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As a body of representative farmers, agriculturists, representa-

tives of farming organizations and of agricultural educational

institutions, they are engaged in helping the Administration to

develop a federal farm program that will best meet diflFering and

sometimes diverse interests of the entire farming population and

of consumers as well.

They are properly proceeding on the assumption that only a

well-thought out program, designed to meet the basic require-

ments of all elements of our population, can bring about that sta-

bility and general prosperity in American agriculture that we are

all striving to achieve.

The preliminary discussion I have had today with the Commis-

sion convinces me that it will outline with the help of many other

agricultural groups, developments in the present programs that

will help farmers secure their fair share of the national income

and work for the good of all.

I was heartened to find the view prevailing that market price

adjustments in agriculture, which have been substantial over the

past two years, now seem pretty well behind us. I sensed, too, a

conviction among the members of the Commission that the out-

look for business activity throughout the economy in the year

ahead—a factor so essential to good markets for farm products

—

is generally reassuring.

Our discussions of the immediately pressing problems of the

drought and the cattle price situation as well as other subjects

produced valuable suggestions, which are now receiving intensive

consideration by Secretary of Agriculture Benson. I was gratified

to have the Commission's view that existing programs in these two

critical areas are becoming increasingly effective.

note: a statement to the President recommendations, was released with

from the Commission members, out- the President's statement,

lining the Commission's activities and
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228 ^ Letter to Secretary of the InteriorMcKay
Establishing a Cabinet Committee on Minerals

Policy. October 26, 1953

My dear Mr. Secretary:

One of the essential problems before our country is the estab-

lishment of a national policy relating to the production and

utilization of minerals and metals. The prudent use and de-

velopment of domestic mineral resources, as well as assured access

to necessary sources abroad, are indispensable to the operation

of an active economy and a sound defense.

We must make sure, as Americans, that we have available

mineral raw materials adequate to meet any contingency during

the uncertain years ahead. Chronic shortages of many minerals

and metals have plagued us during every emergency, and the

strength to meet any new crisis in large measure will depend on

our ability to obtain these materials in sufficient amounts. The
problem is compounded, of course, by the ever growing require-

ments of an expanding economy.

As we look forward to the resolution of this problem, we now
face depressed conditions within numerous metal mining districts,

conditions that are a matter of grave national concern. The

mining industry has contributed in large measure to our present

state of preparedness through vigorous expansion of its facilities.

Every effort should be made to preserve this newly added economic

strength through policies that would be consistent with our other

national and international policies.

To point the way to the solution of this wide range of problems,

I am establishing a Cabinet Committee, whose task will be the

preparation of recommendations for consideration by myself and

the Cabinet. I am requesting you to serve as Chairman of the

Committee. By copy of this letter, I am designating the Secretary

of State, the Secretary of Commerce and the Director of the Office

of Defense Mobilization to serve as the other members. I suggest
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that this Committee work in close cooperation with the Bureau
of the Budget, the Department of the Treasury and such other

departments and agencies of the Executive Branch, as well as

private individuals and organizations, as are concerned with these

matters.

A good deal of work has been done in recent years, both in and
out of government, with respect to the minerals and metals field,

including the inquiry by the President's Materials Policy Commis-
sion. I know that your Committee, in the course of its studies,

will want to draw on this work.

As you know, the United States Tariff Commission was re-

quested by resolutions of the Senate Finance Committee and

the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Representa-

tives to make an investigation of the lead and zinc industries and

to set forth the facts relevant to the production, trade, consump-

tion and importation into the United States of these commodities.

The Committee requested that the Commission submit the results

of its investigation on or before March thirty-first next. It would
be extremely helpful if your study could be completed for con-

sideration well before that date.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

229 ^ Remarks at the Presentation of Seven

Congressional Medals of Honor.

October 2"]^ 1953

My friends:

We have gathered here to symbolize the gratitude of America
to seven young men who have won her Medal of Honor. As we
assemble on such an occasion, I think there are a number of

thoughts that must cross our minds. One of the first and natural

ones is that if you ever have to get in a fight, you would like to

have these seven on your side. Certainly we view with almost in-
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credulity the tales that we hear told in these citations. It seems

impossible that human beings could stand up to the kind of punish-

ment they received and deUver the kind of service they have.

But I think the most predominating thought would be : could

we be so fortunate that this would be the last time such a group

ever gathered together at the White House to receive the Medal
of Honor, a battlefield decoration?

Now of course, it is obvious that the future belongs to youth.

In very special measure it belongs to these young men, because

they have done so much. They must do more. Any man who
wins the Nation's highest decoration is marked for leadership.

And he must exert it.

And now, instead of leading in battle, they must lead toward

peace. They must make certain that no other young men follow

them up to these steps to receive the Medal of Honor. That is

the service that the United States would like finally to give to all

seven of you as their decoration.

So, along with our gratitude, with our salute to great soldiers,

our affection to you and to your families, goes also our hope that

you will be instrumental in bringing about a situation where there

will be no more Medals of Honor.

Thank you very much.

note: The President spoke on the Sgt. Hiroshi H. Miyamura, USA,
North Portico of the White House at Pfc. Alford L. McLaughlin, US-
1 2 : 20 p.m. He presented medals MGR, and Pfc. Robert E. Simanek,

to 1st Lt. Raymond G. Murphy, USMCR. The citations were read

USMCR, I St Lt. James L. Stone, by Comdr. Edward L. Beach, Naval

USA, 2d Lt. George H. O'Brien, Jr., Aide to the President.

USMCR, Sgt. David B. Bleak, USA,

230 ^ The President's News Conference of

October 2^, i953-

THE PRESIDENT. I think you know, ladies and gentlemen, that the

King and Queen of Greece are to be here this afternoon. They
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will spend the night with Mrs. Eisenhower and me. It gives us

a certain personal pleasure in this case—as we ourselves were

guests of the King and Queen at dinner some months ago, when
I occupied a different status, of course, when I was head of

NATO.
Quite naturally, it will be a pleasure to be the representative of

the American people in giving a welcome to the heads of a state

to which we owe so much in our civilization and our culture.

I was in conference this morning with the Secretary of State,

and was delighted to learn that the State of Israel has accepted

the approval that was given by the Security Council to the findings

of the United Nations supervisory—I forget the exact name of

the commission, but you will know it—over in Israel—that has

been dealing with this water question.

As the result of that, we can proceed with our arrangements

for the economic help of Israel, and I think the Secretary of State

is to bring forward a specific recommendation, plans, very quickly,

possibly today.

What was the third subject? Oh, yes, there is a mimeograph

waiting for you when this conference is over. It deals with the

United States Information Service, what we are trying to do in

clarifying our purposes and objectives in this whole program of

information. The mimeograph itself will contain a letter from

Mr. Streibert, which is quite detailed, listing exactly what we
expect to do.

The main thing is that in these factual programs that we intend

to put out, we are trying to make the great objective the legitimate

aspirations, the culture, of the people with whom we are dealing,

and not trying to leave the imprint of our own pattern on them

or to force any such imprint.

We are trying to cooperate with people in giving out factual

information that will tend to show what we are striving for and

what they are legitimately striving for are one and the same.

I think I won't go into that one any further because the mimeo-

graph stands by itself.
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I think those are the only three items I had in my mind when
I came over here, so we will go right to questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, is it fair to

say regarding Israel we have agreed to resume economic assistance

for Israel?

THE PREsroENT. Made a decision to resume, yes.

Here, Mr. Smith, from the beginning it was merely this: that

we do these things under the, you might say, policies laid down
by the United Nations, We attempt to support the United Na-

tions. We don't attempt to prejudge anything, but we do believe

that the United Nations must be supported in all of these activi-

ties, and the thing will be carried out exactly as originally

programed.

Q. RoscoeDrummond, New York Herald Tribune: Mr. Presi-

dent, would you give us your reaction to the statement which

Winston Churchill made in the Commons yesterday saying that

there are few things that he would like more than the occasion

to have some quiet informal talks with you?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mr. Drummoud, of course, we are very

old friends; Winston Churchill and I have been warm friends for

years. I have certainly the admiration and respect for him that

the ordinary American does; in addition, I have very great affec-

tion for him ; I like to talk to him.

We have kept up a correspondence, kept in touch with each

other through messengers, through occasional notes or telegrams.

We are constantly, you might say, looking for a chance where

we might have informal friendly chats.

There is no plan though—I should make very clear—there is

no plan now in being or that is under study for arranging such a

meeting.

Put it this way: It is an expression, I think, of hope on both

sides.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, in

view of the drop in farm prices, would you care to comment upon

the general economic outlook, at least, for the next 6 months?
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THE PRESIDENT. Well, the whole general economic outlook is

something on which I don't believe I would comment without

almost the latest prepared and distinct suggestions, recommenda-

tions, studies of the Council of Economic Advisers, the Treasury,

and Labor and Commerce and the other departments concerned.

The drop in cattle prices and farm prices, as you know, is some-

thing that has been going on for a long time, and something that

has engaged the attention of a great many people during these

late months.

We have moved into this, particularly in the cattle area, and

particularly in the drought area, in every possible way that was

open to us with the resources at hand : you know, with cheap feed,

reduction of freight rates, the extension of credit and guaranteeing

of credit, and lately, recently, even in making available certain

amounts for helping in hay importations into the States where

this is necessary.

Actually, out in Missouri, $1 million was made available as

quickly as the program of cooperation between the State and the

Federal Government was worked out.

Now, there has been, of course, some effect. The prices have

been apparently, in the cattle market, largely stabilized; and the

last few days have seen a steady rise, but they are far from satis-

factory yet.

Last week and this week our intensified purchase program is

just almost at its peak, 20 million pounds a week.

So, with the Government in to purchase, looking ahead to

purchase supplies and stocking up for all of its lunch programs,

its needs and requirements in other lines, we are hopeful that this

cattle market is going to, and we believe that the cattle market has

reached its peak, and is on the way up.

The cattle population next January ist will certainly be no

larger than it was on last January ist, which is a great change.

Consumption of beef is 30 percent, almost, above the comparable

period of last year.

Now, the whole farm program has all sorts of difFculties and
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all sorts of complications. That is why we have had these studies

going on.

I met only Saturday noon, as you know, I think, with the Agri-

cultural Advisory Commission, and had a long talk with them.

They are studying, and there will be a program ready to submit

to the Congress when it comes in. It will try to be a comprehen-

sive one that takes into consideration the needs not only in all

areas, but in the various commodity groups, which is the thing

that is so difficult. How do you balance off meat against grain,

and still have respect for the consumer?

It is a pretty tough problem, but we will have a program.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, New England Press: Mr. President, in

relation to the low prices that farmers are getting, I would like to

ask you about the high cost of living to the consumers, and I would

like to speak to you as consumer to consumer. Has Mrs. Eisen-

hower told you anything about your high cost of living in the

White House?

THE PREsroENT. I am not going to take up the time of this

group by telling what I have heard about it—^plenty. [Laughter]

Q. Mrs. Craig: Sir, I believe that you do have to pay individ-

ually the cost of meals for your staff; you do get rent free, but

that is still your high cost of living, and I believe you said the

other day that you expected to lose money on your term in the

White House.

THE PRESIDENT. You kuow, Mrs. Craig, let's not bring that up.

Anyone that goes into such position as this, I think if there is a

sacrifice there that is the least of the troubles.

Q. Mrs. Craig: Well, sir, aren't you going to pay any attention

to the consumer's side of it?

THE PREsroENT. Why do you suppose we are working so hard?

If you wanted to just take the easy way, guarantee everybody

that comes in and wants anything, guarantee them everything.

I am trying to work for 160 million people, I assure you. And I

assure you that everybody around me is doing it, and the consumer

is very, very important.
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But let us remember this: farmers are also consumers, and you

can't take this problem—I have emphasized time and again

—

and isolate it and deal with it in a vacuum. There are 160 million

people, and when Government does intervene, finds it necessary

to intervene, that is the reason you must go so cautiously, you must

have so much help from every possible sector of this economy;

because otherwise you are going to get out of balance, and you

create trouble instead of curing trouble. So what we are trying

to do is to make certain that the level of employment, the distribu-

tion of productivity of this country all works out so that it is fair to

everybody. And that means, of course, everybody is a consumer.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Mr. President,

there have been a number of stories lately that as changes in

atomic weapons come along and our arsenal increases, this would

make it possible for us to decrease the manpower in ourArmy and

at some future date cut down on the number of our troops over-

seas, including those inNATO.
Could you tell us how far along—^if this is true—^how far along

the thinking is, and whether there is any time element that you

could speak of?

THE PRESroENT. There exists no plan for reduction of any com-

bat forces of the United States anywhere.

Now, we all know that the need for economy is very great.

We all know that these new weapons have entered into the arsenals

of the great powers, and they have a tremendous effect. To say

that they would have no effect on the composition of your mili-

tary forces would be shutting your eyes to all history and to the

logic of a situation of which certain factors are rather apparent.

Now, there is no plan of any kind at this time for reduction of

combat forces anywhere. On the contrary, as far as the Air

Forces are concerned, as you know, they are occupying their bases,

I believe our forces abroad are probably on the increase.

I assume you were talking about the conventional divisional

type of military force. There is no plan now existing, I repeat,

for their reduction.
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Q, Andrew F. Tully, Jr., Scripps-Howard Newspapers: Andrei

Vishinsky made a speech in New York yesterday in which he said

he saw no need for the Soviet Government to give any evidences

of good faith before a Big Three meeting. Would you still insist

upon such evidences before you attended such a meeting?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I havcu't studied in detail any remarks

he made. I think that what I have said in the past on this sub-

ject is perfectly reasonable and logical.

We have had many examples of different meetings in the past

being used merely for propaganda purposes.

Now, I should like to call attention to a peculiar situation of

the President of the United States vis-a-vis, let's say, a Prime

Minister of one of these other countries. He is the ceremonial

head of the state; he leads the hospitality brigade, in other words,

he has to be the leader in the entertainment

—

[laughter]—^he is

the ex officio head of a political party; and, finally, he has exactly

the same work that all these other people do in trying to make
political decisions that work for the good of his country.

Now, it is not so easy for him to talk lightly about these meet-

ings as it might be for someone else.

So when we say "evidence of good faith," first of all, Mr.

Dulles—I am sure I am right in this—^has offered time and again

to meet with anybody, and has been meeting, to discuss any

problems.

The only thing I would say is this: if there is anything in the

situation that can give us conviction that people are meeting in

good faith, I will, in spite of any kind of handicap, I will do any-

thing in the world that I think will be productive of advancing

the cause of peace. I don't care what it would mean in incon-

venience, what it would mean in anything else; I shall do it. But

it is perfectly hopeless to do this thing until we know that there is

honest purpose behind it.

Now, I don't define what we have to have in order to convince

us on this purpose. It might be any one of a hundred things, I

should think, but that we have got to know.
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Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times: Sir, there were ap-

proximately 350 cattlemen here this week from over 26 States,

and they said they had asked to see you, and you would not see

them. Will you say why?
THE PREsroENT. That is not true. I offered to see these people

if there was time or if there was any real reason for my seeing

them, and no one suggested to me that I should see them.

This is the first I have heard of it, and when I say it is not true,

I mean they may have asked somebody; certainly no request came
to me, because I have informed my people that if they thought

it was necessary or highly desirable for me to see these people, I

would do it.

Q. Kenneth M. Scheibel, Gannett Newspapers: Mr. President,

there have been suggestions that you call a special session of

Congress to deal with the farm program. Have you given that

any consideration?

THE PREsroENT. Well, of coursc, we have watched all this

developing farm situation, and especially the drought that is

developing; and if the emergency character of that problem goes

far enough, I assume you would have to call a special session.

As far as the general farm program, no, because we have several

groups working as hard as they know how. If they have their

program ready for submission to Congress on January ist, from
my viewpoint they are doing a magnificent job. So I would see

no reason for dealing with the general farm program by special

session.

Q. Bernard MuUady, Labor Press: Mr. President, we under-

stand that Secretary Durkin had decided to advise the recom-

mendation that the minimum wage be raised to $1 in place of

the present 75 cents, that Acting Secretary Mashbum submitted

that to the Bureau of the Budget. Will you tell us how you feel

about that?

THE PRESIDENT. No such rccommeudation has ever been made
to me. I have frequently talked about minimum wages to various

people, but no recommendation has ever reached me of that kind,
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no suggestion has yet been made to me of raising the minimum
wage or the amount by which it should be done, if done.

What has been suggested to me several times is the extension

of minimum wage laws, and I was promised that this thing would

be thoroughly studied in its probable effects upon our economy.

Now, that is as far aswe have gone.

Q. Frank van der Linden, Nashville Banner: Mr. President,

you had a conference Monday with the Chancellor of Vanderbilt

University. Will you tell us the outcome of that conference?

THE PREsroENT. I dou't remember whether I promised to keep

that confidential or not. [Laughter]

The only thing is, I don't remember whether we promised to

keep this confidential. He brought to me an invitation. Now, I

won't discuss the time and place and all of that sort of thing,

but he brought me an invitation to go somewhere.

Q. Mr. van der Linden: Mr. President, you didn't say whether

or not you accepted it.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the timing was such I could not possibly

accept it now.

Q. Robert J. Donovan, New York Herald Tribune : Sir, in view

of certain published accounts which seem to have caused some
concern in the country, I wonder if I could presume to ask how
you are feeling these days.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU tcU you: as you people know, or

some of you know, I have had sort of a sore elbow which has pre-

vented me from getting my exercise to which I am accustomed,

which I think I need, and which I love.

Aside from that, if I am not in good condition, the doctors have

fooled me badly, because I feel fine. As a matter of fact, I under-

went quite a series of tests just before we came back from Denver,

and the reports given to me were cheering to a man of my age.

Q. Fletcher Knebel, Cowles Publications: Mr. President, yes-

terday you saw the Republican candidate from Virginia. Do
you feel that that is in any way a departure from your policy of not

interfering in local elections?
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THE PREsroENT [laughing], I found out that Mr. Dalton is, of

course, the Republican candidate for Governor. He came to see

me about a drought in Virginia that you probably heard about.

There was not one word of politics that I recall mentioned. If

there was, it was something inadvertently and in passing. The
subject was the drought.

Now, at the risk of being just a bit verbose, let me recall to you

people what I did say about this business of Presidential participa-

tion in local elections.

I doubt whether there is anyone here that would think it

humanly or physically possible for me to go into 435 districts and
electioneer. So, I should think, first of all, there is a physical

limitation on what can be done that should be quite clear to

all of us.

But secondly, if the President, as such, would have to acquaint

himself with the local conditions under which people are running

locally, I would think there would be a suspicion arising that he is

not paying much attention to his main job, which is trying to be

President for 160 million people.

Now, having said that, let me get this clear, quite clear: I said

in my other statement, of course I am interested in the Republican

organization and seeing Republican majorities come back. And
I pointed out, I thought quite clearly, that I conceive it to be my
job with the leaders and the members of my party in Congress,

and all those we can get to go along with us, to produce a program
that is so dynamic, so forward-looking, and so adapted to the

needs of the United States, that everybody running under the

umbrella of that program will have a great big bulge on any-

body else. That is what I mean, and to say that I have no inter-

est in these things is like saying I have no interest in drawing the

next breath. Of course, I have.

I am trying to do it in a way that I believe is not only logical

and necessary but in the only way that is meeting American needs

and requirements.

Q. RobertL.Riggs, Louisville Courier-Journal: Mr. President,
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do you feel it would be improper for you to issue a request for the

election of Republican Congressmen? You are the head of the

Republican Party in the country, and the election of a Congress

is a national event.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I Can't say in what form any statement

of mine might take, and I doubt whether just a request that wasn't

based on more logic than just a personal request would be

effective.

What I do hope to do is with these people, these leaders and

the members of this party, to produce a record that can stand on

itself, and we can show what it is in all its details.

Q. Mr. Riggs: What I mean, you wouldn't feel debarred,

would you, from taking issue with such requests?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I dou't believe I will shoot from the hip

on that one.

Q. William H. Lawrence, New York Times: Following up

Mr. Riggs' question, you have made the point to us here today,

sir, that it would be physically and mentally unwise to try to absorb

the problems of all 435 districts. This doesn't bar you, however,

in the course of the next year, if you happen to be in somebody's

congressional district, from giving him a pat on the back, does

it?

THE PRESIDENT. As a matter of fact, I don't object; I am al-

ways complimented when somebody comes up and wants to have

their picture taken with me. [Laughter] It sort of means they

think I am not going to damage them.

So I think, I think that is sort of a compliment.

Look, I don't see why I have to take an extremist view on this

thing. I repeat—I have got certain conceptions of what the

President of the United States can logically and properly do.

Those things I shall do, but behind it all, I believe in party

responsibility. I believe in it, and when we talk and give merely

lip service to a two-party system in the United States, and then

say there is no party responsibility, we are just guilty of self-

contradiction.
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Of course I believe in it, and I shall do my part from my place

and within the bounds that I think should limit the President of

the United States.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: That would not

prevent you, sir, then from going out and putting in a good word

for the Republican Party, so to speak, citing the accomplish-

ments of the administration?

THE PREsroENT. The question is that this limitation I have

placed upon myself would not prevent me from any proper plat-

form of reciting the accomplishments of the Republican

administration.

I think it would be more proper to say the accomplishments

of Congress and the executive departments under the leadership

of the Republican Party, because we are now, by the elections of

last year, charged with the leadership; and I see no reason on

earth that we shouldn't constantly try to lay out this record in

front of the American people, because eventually they can make

wise decisions only if they are properly and fully informed. That

iswhat I try to do.

Q. Mr. Fox: If I might pursue this same subject a little fur-

ther, sir: there was a story out of New York yesterday that Gov-

ernor Dewey might be stepping out of Albany after he finished

his term. Is there a possibility that he might be brought into the

administration after that?

THE PREsroENT. This qucstiou involves Governor Dewey.

There was a story in the paper to the effect that he was going to

step out of the governorship, and does this mean any possible con-

nection with the national administration.

I should say this: my news of Govemor Dewey's decision came

from the newspapers. I haven't the slightest idea of his plans or

his personal plans, of his availability for any kind of duty.

Of course, I think that in the great qualities of Govemor

Dewey—^they are well known, and we don't have to take time here

to eulogize him; but I have nothing at all of information that

could give me any other kind of an answer to your question.
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Q. Arthur Sylvester, Newark News: Mr. President, when you

entered New Jersey a couple of weeks ago and had your picture

taken with the Republican candidate for Governor, did you realize

that he was under fire for having written Governor Dewey to

pardon the labor racketeer, Mr. Fay?

THE PRESIDENT. I think at that moment I had never even heard

of Mr. Fay, and so I knew nothing about it.

Actually, I went up to address a group of churchmen, and I

was asked by the Senators, I think it was—^yes, the Senators

—

whether I would meet a group in the building there, which I did.

Now, just as I said before, someone wanted a picture taken. I

quite agreed; I was quite, as I say, complimented. That is all I

know about it.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, New York Herald Tribune : Mr. Presi-

dent, might I ask whether your discussion with Senator Know-
land this morning bore in part upon the problem and the ways

of strengthening party responsibility in developing a legislative

program?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, wc talked about the methods for bring-

ing promptly before the Congress the views of the administration,

coordinated with the leaders, and so on, as to timing, their needs,

their priority, and so on.

In other words, I suppose Senator Kjiowland and I talked

about the general subjects applying to the future problems of

the Congress and the Executive, exactly as you would expect.

Now, that is as far as I know; there was nothing outside of that,

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's eight- 10:30 to 10:56 o'clock on Wednes-

eenth news conference was held in day morning, October 28, 1953. In

the Executive Office Building from attendance: 152.
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231 ^ DirectiveApproved by the President for

the Guidance of the United States Information

Agency, October 28, 1953

IN CARRYING OUT its responsibUities in accordance with

pertinent statutes and Presidential directives, the United States

Information Agency shall be guided by the following

:

1. The purpose of the United States Information Agency shall

be to submit evidence to peoples of other nations by means of

communication techniques that the objectives and policies of the

United States are in harmony with and will advance their legiti-

mate aspirations for freedom, progress and peace.

2. The purpose in paragraph i above is to be carried out

primarily:

a. By explaining and interpreting to foreign peoples the ob-

jectives and policies of the United States Government.

b. By depicting imaginatively the correlation between United

States policies and the legitimate aspirations of other peoples of

the world.

c. By unmasking and countering hostile attempts to distort or

to frustrate the objectives and policies of the United States.

d. By delineating those important aspects of the life and culture

of the people of the United States which facilitate understanding

of the policies and objectives of the Government of the United

States.

note: The release of which this di- mendations of the Senate's Special

rective was a part also contained a Subcommittee on Overseas Informa-

letter dated October 27 from the Di- tion Programs and the concepts of

rector of the United States Informa- the President's Committee on Inter-

tion Agency. The letter stated that national Information Activities,

the directive reflected the recom-
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232 ^ Remarks ofWelcome toKing Paul and

Queen Frederika of Greece- October 28, 1 953

Your Majesties:

I count it an opportunity and a rare distinction to welcome the

two of you here as the guests of our Nation in this Capital.

For Mrs. Eisenhower and myself it is a particularly happy op-

portunity that we may repay something of the hospitality you so

graciously extended to us two years ago in Athens.

May your stay here be an enjoyable one, and may you find as

much pleasure in our house aswe did in yours.

note: The President greeted King arrival at the North Portico of the

Paul and Queen Frederika on their White House.

233 ^ Toasts of the President and King Paul of

Greece. October 2S, 1953

Your Majesty the King, and Your Majesty the Queen, distin-

guished guests of two nations:

This house is honored this evening in the privilege of entertain-

ing the heads of a state to which all Western civilization will be

forever indebted.

Now this evening I shall not weary you with reciting those

things which every schoolboy and every schoolgirl knows about

the great achievements of Greece in science and art and philoso-

phy. In all those things they have helped to make our Nation's

and other Western Nations' civilization what it is.

Rather, I should like to talk for just a secoijd about modern

Greece. In this time, when all the world is divided by virtue of a

struggle between those who believe in the essential dignity of man
as a creature created in the image of his God, and those who con-

tend that man is nothing but a pawn, a creature of the state, and

has no reason for existence except as he can glorify that temporal
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power of the state, Greece ranks high as a champion on the side of

human dignity and freedom.

As World War II started, Greece asked no favor except the

opportunity to stand for those rights in which it believed, and it

gave to the world an example of battle—although temporarily

a losing one—a battle that thrilled the hearts of all free men and

free women everywhere.

Because of that example, because of the privilege that has been

mine and Mrs. Eisenhower's in knowing these two, the heads of

the Greek state, the Government of the United States this evening

is requesting a privilege of His Majesty the King, to accept from

us an honor—the highest decoration that in time of peace our

Government can confer upon a citizen of another country.

And with your indulgence, I shall read the Citation

:

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by

Act of Congress July 20, 1942 has awarded the Legion of Merit,

Degree of Chief Commander to Paul I, the King of the Hellenes,

for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of out-

standing services.

"Paul I, King of the Hellenes, has made a personal contribu-

tion of the greatest importance to the warm friendship between his

people and the people of the United States. His devotion to the

ideals which are shared by Greece and the United States has been

reflected in the resolute manner in which he has led his people

in the defense of those ideals against great physical odds. His

interest in and support of unity of the free nations have been a

magnificent example to his people who have willingly assumed

the burdens of those who must guard freedom." Signed by the

President.

Your Majesty, as I hand this to you, I am going to ask the

company to rise and with me drink a Toast to Your Majesty the

King and Your Majesty the Queen of Greece.

note: The President proposed this sponded as follows

:

toast at 9:55 p.m. at a state dinner Mr. President, your warm and gra-

at the White House. King Paul re- cious words and the great honor you
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have just bestowed on me, have

deeply moved me, and I am sure that

the Queen shares my feeling.

Your invitation to us to visit your

great country has not only given us

the greatest pleasure, but has also

been a source of deep satisfaction to

my people. For your gesture clearly

demonstrates to all that the people

of America are mindful of the sacri-

fices and efforts which the people of

Greece have made in the cause of

freedom and democracy.

From Greece, the land in which

democracy was bom, I bring you the

salute of my people, to whom, allow

me to say, Mr. President, you have

long been a familiar and loved figure.

But today we salute, in you, the head

of the nation which leads the demo-

cratic world in the struggle against

totalitarian aggression. In this effort,

which requires patience and deter-

mination, we are completely and

wholeheartedly at your side.

You know, Mr. President, that my
people fought a 10 years' war against

the forces of destruction. They de-

feated the Fascists in Albania. It

was the first allied victory against the

Axis. They resisted the Nazis to the

bitter end. Their spirit was not

broken by 4 years of devastating oc-

cupation. And then when other

countries were beginning to enjoy the

benefits of peace, a new and more

horrible form of invasion came to

ravage my desolated country. We
stood up to resist this too, and Amer-

ica gave us the material equipment to

do so, but the Greeks gave their

hearts and their strength and their

lives to fight the invader. Greece is

the first democratic country which

completely defeated full-scale aggres-

sion by militant communism. We
shall never forget that America came

to our aid so generously in that hour

of desperate crisis.

The reason why the Greek people

have been able to go on fighting for

so many years against such odds, and

in the face of such overwhelming

disaster, is that we believe, with all

the faith of which we are capable,

in the principles of freedom and de-

mocracy which are our ancient

heritage.

That is why, when this menace ap-

peared thousands of miles from our

shores, the young men of Greece vol-

unteered to fight in Korea, where I

believe you will agree they have ac-

quitted themselves well.

Your invitation to the Queen and

to me to visit this wonderful country

was enthusiastically welcomed by my
people as an opportunity for us to

express the gratitude of all of us to

all the citizens of America for their

understanding and assistance.

May I add, Mr. President, with

some pride, that in the civil as well

as the military field American aid is

yielding fruit that cannot but be

highly gratifying to the American tax-

payer who has made considerable

sacrifices on our behalf.

Not only have we defeated aggres-

sors in war, but we are now building

Greece into one of the bulwarks of

democracy, strong politically, and a
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progressive and constructive adminis- is fully shared and earnestly expressed

tration, strong economically and by all the leaders of the American

strong militarily, presenting a firm Nation. It is in this spirit that we

barrier against further aggression in place our trust in the vitality and

an area vital to the West. excellence of our common institu-

In defending freedom and democ- tions and traditions in the ultimate

racy with all our strength, we believe prevalence of good. And above all,

in my country—^as you do in yours

—

we place our trust in God.

that material power while very neces- Mr. President, may I thank you

sary is not in itself sufficient, that the once more for the honor you have

true strength of our civilization lies bestowed on me, and through me to

in its spiritual and moral values. my country. And may I drink to

It is a comfort and an inspiration your health, and my best wishes to

to all of us to realize that this belief you and to Mrs. Eisenhower.

234 ^ Remarks at the Fourth American Forest

Congress. October 2g^ 1953

Mr, Chairman^ ladies and gentlemen:

It is my very happy, a very distinguished, privilege this morning

to extend to each of you a welcome on behalf of the administra-

tion to your Nation's Capital.

The very character of your organization confers distinction upon

anyone who may be invited before it. But you will realize that

due to the number of conventions that meet in this city, there are

at times staff discussions over in the White House as to whether or

not they should send the President forth this morning to attend

a little meeting of this kind.

Now, in this particular case, entirely aside from my own desires

and determinations, I assure you there was no question. It hap-

pens that my principal staff officer is a forester. And there are

two subjects of which I hear most, I think, when I am with him:

New Hampshire and forestry.

I, of course, am not going to trespass upon your time to attempt

a discussion of those professional and technical elements of your

calling, of which you know so much more than I that it would be
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sheer presumption for me even to mention them.

I should like, thpugh, to speak of just one or two points in

which I think our interests are so clearly identical. The interest

of this administration is to create a balanced but advancing econ-

omy and prosperity in this coimtry.

Now, for any group of people who are engaged in the conserva-

tion of our resources, all of them, on the one hand, and at the

same time in the production of a product which may range any-

where from 15 to 80 or 90 years, certainly you are concerned di-

rectly and by reason of your profession with a steady rather than an

intermittent and hysterical-like action in the advancing forces

—

the advancing trends—of our economy. You deal more directly

than most, I think, in futures—^not merely a future of the day after

tomorrow or who are we going to have in such an office, or what
kind of activity will be going on in that place. You deal in dec-

ades, decades in the growth of your product, of the forests and
the trees, and in the conservation of all those elements of our

continent that make that possible.

Then again, when I think of the basic resource that is used so

widely—^you think of it—^in clothespins and matchsticks, in ship-

building and in construction, in the dissemination of news through

the pulp industry—^your interests again are not those that are con-

fined merely to the forest. But when you go into the uses of your

product, you are concerned with everything that touches the

United States.

So is your Government. Its purpose is to understand, if possi-

ble, the problems of every special group in this country, but never

to use the resources of this country to favor any group at the ex-

pense of others—to attempt to get that kind of balanced progress

that can be sustained, that will not create upsets in our economy.

So you can understand, of course, the kind of interest we have in

soil and water conservation.

When I first led an invading force onto another continent dur-

ing the war, we went into northern Africa. It was difficult to

believe that that area had once been the granary of the ancient
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world, that it provided the timber and almost all of the agricul-

tural resources that were used in Italy and Greece and Sicily and

through those more heavily populated countries.

Today, in such vast areas, there is just a stretch of sand and

desert. The civilization that it supported, the cities that

flourished, are gone—^Timgad, probably one of the most famous

destroyed cities on the earth, not far from the great city of

Constantine.

That is the kind of thing that must never happen here. It is

through the wisdom, the efforts, the dedication, and the devotion

of such people as yourselves, that it will not happen. Too many
of us are blind, or indifferent, or just completely ignorant of the

facts that make that work so important.

So I think I can conclude with just this one word : I cannot tell

you how much satisfaction it gives to me to know that intelligent

Americans are meeting together, whose interests are as broad as

this land, whose vision must be projected forward not merely till

tomorrow—or possibly an election—^but for a century.

What is going to be the character of this country? Is it going

to favor the individual as it favored us? Is it going to give him

an opportunity? Is it going to have the resources to give him
that opportunity or would we have to degenerate into some kind

of controlled economy, some kind of regimentation of all of the

heritage? Of all the phases of our heritage that we have re-

ceived—all of these God-given resources and privileges we enjoy

—

the one that I believe every true American wants to pass on,

without any destruction, is that right of the individual to his own
determination of what he shall think, of how he shall worship, of

what he shall earn, of how he can save, and what he can do with

his savings—^subject to taxes [laughter]. I should remark here

that even in such a crown of roses as we know has always been

the portion and the share of our beloved America, there still are

some thorns—taxes is one of them.

So again, as I bid you welcome, I also express this tremendous

gratification that you are here for your Congress, this assembly.
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I wish you the greatest of success, and to each individual—God
bless you.

note: The President spoke at the ferred to Don P. Johnston, President

Statler Hotel in Washington. His of the American Forestry Association

opening words "Mr. Chairman" re- and Chairman of the Congress.

235 ^ Letter to Representative Clement J.

Zablocki on the Arrest ofCardinal Wyszynski of

Poland. October ^o, 1953

[ Released October 30, 1953. Dated October 29, 1953 ]

Dear Mr. Zablocki:

I have your letter of October fourteenth regarding the action

taken recently against a courageous leader of his Church, Stefan

Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate of Poland. The arrest and intern-

ment of Cardinal Wyszynski is profoundly discouraging to those

of us who look for signs of Conmiunist willingness to respect basic

human rights of freedom of thought and conscience. Without

evidence of such willingness, it is difficult to believe that the Com-
munist Governments intend to honor agreements which might

be reached to reduce world tensions. You may recall that I spoke

of this in coimection with the arrest of Cardinal Wyszynski at my
news conference of September thirtieth.

The calculated repression of all religious organization in the

Commimist States makes it apparent that wherever Commimists

are in position to use force and violence, they will do so in an

effort to win domination not only over the body and mind of man,

but over his soul as well. I share very strongly the conviction

which was expressed in the condemnation of the action against

Cardinal Wyszynski issued by the Department of State on Septem-

ber thirtieth, that the religious spirit of man will never be subdued

or extinguished, and that it will remain a sustaining force in

Poland during the present tragic suffering of the Polish people

It is my intention that this Government continue to take all ap^
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propriate steps to see to it that Communist violations of the in-

alienable rights of man under God do not go unopposed, and

that they are effectively exposed in every forum.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

236 ^ Statement by the President Recorded for

the Program of the Committee on Religion in

American Life. October "^i^ 1953

EACH YEAR the Committee on Religion in American Life re-

minds us of the importance of faithful church attendance. It

urges full support of religious institutions to the end that we may
add strength and meaning to the religious virtues—charity, mercy,

brother love, and faith in Almighty God. These spiritual con-

cepts are the inspiration of the American way. It was once said,

"America is great because America is good—and if America ever

ceases to be good, America will cease to be great."

By strengthening religious institutions, the Committee on Re-

ligion in American Life is helping to keep America good. Thus

it helps each of us to keep America great.

I earnestly hope that during November, and throughout this

and every year, each American citizen will actively support the

religious institution of his own choice.

note: The President's statement was broadcast nationally over radio and

television.

237 ^ Statement by the President: American

Education Week. November 3^ 1 953

To the Patrons^ Students and Teachers of American Schools:

The celebration of American Education Week summons the

thoughtful attention of every American citizen.
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The youth of our Nation—^who are the future of our Nation

—

are the hope and the test of freedom itself. In homes, farms and

factories—^in the schools, senates, and churches of the next genera-

tion—the youth of today will tell by their deeds the fate of those

values which, cherished by the free through centuries, have given

life and dignity and purpose to our own America.

This—^nothing less—is the measure of the task served by the

teachers of our Nation today. Such a responsibility demands not

only essential and elaborate material paraphernalia: buildings,

endowments, salaries, laboratories. It demands, above all else,

strength and perception of heart and of mind.

Our teachers are summoned to be patriots in the highest sense

of the word: to teach the principles that bring freedom and

justice to life; to make clear that enjoyment of liberties means ac-

ceptance of duties; and to impart the priceless knowledge that

duty, in an age of peril, means sacrifice.

Our whole citizenry is summoned to help the teachers in their

great work: not only to provide them with the resources they

need, but also to guard with devoted vigilance the freedom of

thought and discussion which inspire free men to teach all men
how to be free.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

238 ^ The President's News Conference of

November 4.^ i953-

THE PRESIDENT. I imagine that today there are a lot of political

questions tucked away all ready to spring, and I will give you my
answers in advance.

Quite naturally, I am not completely pleased and happy with

some results in some places, but I tell you, as I told you before,

I believe the job of the administration in Washington is to provide

a dynamic and forward-looking program for the United States.

We are going to continue to do it, and believe that in the long

run it will win.
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One other point, I have lost skirmishes before. [Laughter]

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, may we
quote that line, "I have lost skirmishes before"?

THE PREsroENT [laughitig]. All right, says Hagerty ; I guess it is

all right. I just don'twant to start some precedents.

Now, I sincerely believe that the programs that are developing

are for the welfare of 160 million people.

I believe the farm programs, the tax programs, the foreign aid

programs, the expenditure programs, the programs of cleaning

up Government, getting honesty, decency, efficiency, and good
management, I believe all of them are going forward. They are

slow, of course, but they are coming forward; and when they are

exposed in their full performance to the American people, I have
every confidence that they will approve of them.

Now, dropping that subject, I will read you one little statement

on an important subject, and you can get this copy after you leave,

so you don't have to copy this down. I believe they will be
mimeographed. This is about the Soviet note.

[Reading] We are now studying the Soviet note received

yesterday.^

It is negative and rejects the proposal which the United States,

the United Kingdom, and France made for an early conference

on Germany and Austria.

It seems further to seek to prevent such a conference by inject-

ing impossible conditions regarding the European Defense Com-
munity, the NATO system of collective security, and the position

of Communist China. The Soviet note manifests no intention to

get together but an intention to create as many difficulties as

possible.

Everywhere we have been trying to get to grips with the Soviet

regarding the serious problems which exist between the free world
and the Communist world.

^ The Soviet note of November 3 is published in the Department of State Bulletin
(vol. 29, p. 745).
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We have tried time after time to get a meeting about Germany

that will bring unification.

We have been trying to get a meeting about Austria which

would liberate that country.

We are trying in Korea to get a meeting to deal with the prob-

lem of unification of Korea and withdrawal of our own as well

as other foreign troops.

In the United Nations Armament Commission we have been

trying to bring the Soviets to deal realistically with the problem

of limitation of armament and restriction on the use of methods

of mass destruction.

Peace for the world is the primary goal of the American people

and the administration. As a people, we shall continue to be

ready to discuss any issue with the Soviet under conditions which

provide a clear and dependable basis for agreement. [Ends

reading]

That is the only formal statement of my own I have to make

today, so we will go to questions.

Q. Mr. Smith: Mr. President, getting back to the subject of

the voting yesterday, Representative Clarence Brown, a Republi-

can of Ohio, said just a little while ago, "The people voted for a

change"—this is a direct quote
—"and they don't feel that they

got it." I wonder what your reaction to that is, sir?

THE PREsroENT. Well, as you know, I never comment on what

someone else has to say. Everyone is entitled to his own opinion

and, I should think, to express it.

My own opinion is that the kind of change the people wanted

is an orderly and progressive change, not just any other kind, that

they are going to get it, and are getting it.

Q. Anthony Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, I think

you gave us an unfinished statement. I think you said you had

lost skirmishes before. Does that mean you expect to win the

war?

THE PRESIDENT. I ncvcr wcut iuto ouc to losc one. [Laughter]

Q. William H. Lawrence, New York Times: Mr. President,
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Mr. Hagerty on Friday told us, in supplementing your own press

conference remarks of last week, that you favored the election

of every Republican in every election for any office anywhere.

I wondered, does that carry through into 1954, and without

regard to the record of a Republican, let's say, in supporting your

program?

THE PRESIDENT. No, I'll tell you: there, the statement, after

all, had to be based necessarily on a certain assumption which

takes into consideration the statement that I have made time and

again, which I sincerely believe—a man standing for public office

must have a clean record for honesty, integrity, before the public,

and you must have confidence in his character.

Now, it is conceivable, of course, that those conditions will not

always be met. Under such conditions I should think that it

would be improper to go out to support any such person. But I

want to bring this out: I have never said I was going in and

endorse anybody by name anyway. I said I am going up here to

say that I am working for the kind of support and teamwork the

Republican Party can give me, and I am going to work for the

production of a program of accomplishment that they can sup-

port; but I never by any manner of means said I was going out

and name each man and say I support them. Let's don't have any

mistake about this, because I saw myself misquoted last week.

I have said I believe in party responsibility, and I want to see

Republicans come back here with a good comfortable majority

so that parties can be held responsible by the American people

for what we do.

But when you intimate that in advance I am going to take up
every single individual and say "That person I believe in," that is

another thing.

Q. Mr. Lawrence: Well, I wanted to, if I may, just carry this

a bit further, sir. I was not getting so much at a dishonest candi-

date or one of bad character; I was trying to draw the line as to

whether you would support Republicans who do not support you.

THE PREsroENT. You bring that question up sometime when
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you have got a little—I don't want to try to answer it now. I just

don't think I can give you a good one.

Q. Robert W. Ruth, Baltimore Sun: About a year or so ago,

Senator Jenner called General Marshall a front man for traitors,

and the other day he said that he was standing by that statement.

Do you have any comment on that?

THE PREsroENT. I am sure that you people get weary of me
repeating and repeating that I don't comment on what other

people say.

I have time and again gone on record as to my admiration for

General Marshall. To my mind, he is one of the great patriots

I have encountered. He is one of the ablest men I have en-

countered; certainly one of the most dedicated men I have en-

countered. So, that is my answer to anyone who wants to talk

about General Marshall in derogatory terms. I do not mean to

say by any manner of means that I have forever agreed with him.

I have sometimes disagreed with him, undoubtedly as you do with

anybody, but I consider him one of the real public servants of

our times.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President, in

view of the election results, do you contemplate any reappraisal

of certain portions of your program, as it were, a new look on the

program you will present to the next session of Congress?

THE PREsroENT. No. My problem is to devise a program that

meets the composite convictions of the group that is associated

with me, that it is for the welfare of the United States; and some
vicissitudes of politics here and there would have no effect on it

whatever.

I don't mean to say we are not going to try to put it up force-

fully and in good packaging. Of course, we will, but we are going

to try to make it, mold it, on the same principles that I have
talked ever since I was tempted to say I would enter the political

field.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

do you believe that yesterday's results reflect any dissatisfaction

with administration policy?
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THE PREsroENT. That is one I will let you answer yourself, Mr.

Arrowsmith
;
you make those comments, I don't,

Q. Ray L. Scherer, National Broadcasting Company: Back to

your program, sir: you said that this program, you hoped would

be an umbrella under which your candidates could stand. I am
wondering if you think it is at all possible or conceivable that a

Democrat might sneak in imder that umbrella? [Laughter]

THE PRESIDENT. As a matter of fact, I am told that several of

them said they were under that umbrella. Actually, there are

certain areas in the United States, as you well know, where a

man could believe in the general political field exactly as I do,

and be under another political label. So, that is the answer

there : he would run on such a program.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Mr. Presi-

dent, some of those areas presumably would be Texas and Louisi-

ana. What if a Republican were running against a Democrat

who you consider was under your umbrella; would you then sup-

port that Republican against that Democrat?

THE PREsroENT. Now, you pcoplc are always trying to take me
either into Texas, Kansas, or Maine or somewhere, and put me in

a specific campaign fight.

I just don't think it is wise for me to comment about such things

in advance other than to say my job is here, and I am very, very

busy, I assure you, right here. Normally, I think those things

will have to be left to the localities to battle out themselves.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, after we
have gone over State to State here in a rather superficial manner,

I wonder if you could tell us your ideas for correcting the situation

that led to the result of the voting yesterday—^from a party view-

point?

THE PREsroENT. Well, I wiU tell you, as you people know, I

am a novice in politics; I have never claimed to be a politician.

I must pin my faith to this: I believe in the commonsense of

the American people when they are informed. I believe we not

only have to inform them as to the basic facts—^some of them are
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rather stark and disagreeable facts in all these several problems

—

but we have to devise and put forward and enact a program that

the mass of the American people will say is a good one.

Now, I don't know of any other way—^not only to win votes; I

don't know of any otherway that deserves votes.

I don't believe you deserve votes imless there is a record of

progress, a record of real accomplishment that can attract them.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President,

do you think that the policies of the Eisenhower administration

were involved in any of these elections yesterday?

THE PREsroENT. Again, I should say you have to answer that

question; I don't know, I really don't know.

Q. Mr. Wilson: The reason I was asking was because of your

original statement in which you said that you lost skirmishes

before, and I wonder if that implied

THE PREsroENT. They asked me from the sense of the party;

and as the titular head of the party, that was the answer I gave.

Q. Mr. Wilson: But you are not making a reference as to

whether this was a test of your policy?

THE PRESIDENT. No, UO, I WOUldu't, UO.

Q. Charles T. Lucey, Scripps-Howard Newspapers: Do you

think, Mr. President, that failure of Republicans to get enough

jobs and patronage so as to cause dissatisfaction in local organiza-

tions might weaken the party at election?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU Say this, I have been told so.

[Laughter]

That is the only thing; further than that I really have no

opinion on it. I have no opinion on it.

Q. Mr. Lucey : Are you going to do anything about it?

THE PRESIDENT. This is what I believe very thoroughly: I be-

lieve that any administration coming in has to move as rapidly

as is feasible and practicable to get policy-making positions and

the very highest administrative positions properly filled by people

who believe in the general policies pursued by that administration;

but I also believe that unless we observe the sanctity of the civil
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service that our country will be in a very, very bad spot.

Now, the job is to steer your way through these two sometimes

conflicting considerations.

Consequently, what is going on in these localities is a rather

difficult, a rather tortuous, job of getting in between and protecting

the civil service and getting rid of people that are trying to use

civil service jobs for politics, which is prohibited by law, and also

to get policy-making positions filled by people who believe as the

administration does.

Q. Mr. Lucey : May I ask one more question?

THE PRESIDENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Lucey: Are you planning legislation to take care of

that situation—to free more jobs, that is?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, there has been none submitted to me,

and I don't know whether any is necessary or not; I couldn't say

for sure.

Q. Ruth S. Montgomery, New York Daily News: Do you

think the prospects are very bright for a peace conference in

Korea?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't gucss that; that is too filled with im-

ponderables, unknown factors.

I would say this: I can't see any reason for what we have done

there recently, except as it does lead toward a political conference.

That is what you are talking about, the political conference. So

I am hopeful, and I would say in my mind the chances favor it;

but there are so many possible obstacles, so many things that

could upset the thing, that I would hesitate to put it as a flat

prediction.

Q. Doris Fleeson, Bell Syndicate: You have given about 7

dinners at the White House for 115 people that have been de-

scribed as dinners for the leaders of America; none of those 115

guests have been women. How do you square that with your

antidiscrimination policy?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wiU tcU you, Miss Fleeson, I tried to

get two or three for dinner, and they told me I would have to be
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very careful because the women couldn't decide who should come.

[Laughter]

Q. Miss Fleeson: Did women tell you that or did men tell you

that?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, cxactly, womcu. I wouldn't take a man's

advice in such a thing. [Laughter]

Q. Miss Fleeson: Were they women leaders of the Republican

Party?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't think I will identify them.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, will

you personally take the lead in submitting the farm program to

Congress when Congress convenes?

THE PRESIDENT. I wou't take the lead in submitting the details

of the program. Unquestionably by the time that the State of

the Union Message is ready that will be sufficiently outlined so

that its purport and its general scope will be ready; but, of course,

the exact program itself which is worked out by all of these groups,

including this bipartisan advisory commission which I have met

with already, that program will be presented by others.

Q. Mr. Leviero: Well, presumably, you woi^d send that up

though in a separate message, though later on?

THE PRESIDENT. YcS.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President,

were you consulted with respect to the reorganization of the Soil

Conservation Service?

THE PRESIDENT. Why, of coursc, they couldn't do that without

consulting me.

Q. Mr. Wilson : And did you approve it?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs; and I might say that my advisory com-

mission, which I just spoke of, unanimously approved it. And
there were, I think, 23 out of 24 major farm organizations ap-

proved it.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening News: Mr. President, the

question has arisen as to what degree the congressional Agricul-

ture committees are a part of this consultation process on a farm
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program. I have specifically in mind, could a situation arise in

which there would be two farm programs, the executive depart-

ment's farm program and the program of the committees in

Congress?

THE PRESIDENT, Well, I Can say this only: over those people

who I have any influence, I shall do my best to devise a program

that will work for the long-term benefit of everybody that is

touched by that program—the farmer—the farmer of all kinds;

because, remember, there are conflicts among farmers them-

selves. One wants high-priced feed, one wants low-priced feed;

and this conflict goes on in many areas. Of course, there are con-

flicts between consumers' interests and farm interests. My own
idea is that we must develop a program that can be depended on

to stand a long time, because it tries in a very definite and clear

way to meet the best interests of all. There are unquestionably

going to be conflicts and differences of opinion, and some of them

will probably be hotly debated, as they should be; but that is going

to be our purpose.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

one of the major Republican campaign promises last year, one, I

think, which was borne out in the election results was that the

Republicans had pledged to clean up the mess in Washington.

I wondered if it is your imderstanding that any of the election

results of yesterday might have applied to local messes?

THE PRESIDENT. Again, I think I will stay in Washington, if

you don't mind. [Laughter]

I think I see the connotation of your question. I will say this:

I believe that the American people do want, and properly want,

honesty and integrity in every single dealing of their Govemment
and all the people that have to do with it.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

the Republican Chairman, Leonard Hall, in commenting on yes-

terday's election results, said that there was no question about it,

"That as of today we are in trouble politically." Do you agree

with Mr. Hall?
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THE PREsroENT. Well, again, I give my own opinion, I don't

refer to his: the Republican Party has for many years been a

minority party in the United States. The only way they can

possibly win elections is to win support from people who class

themselves as independents or, let us say, like-minded people

within the Democratic Party.

That means you don't do it merely on a basis of going out and

a party machinery turning out the vote or anything of that kind.

There has got to be something solid, progressive, and real on which

to base your argument.

Now, I am not going to talk about whether we are in trouble

or not. I never have gotten any great satisfaction out of looking

backward, except to find out where I made my own mistakes. I

do believe we are on the right line in attempting to produce a

program, and that I am going to stick to.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, one

more question: Columbia University is planning a bicentennial

celebration, and has adopted the theme of man's right to knowl-

edge and the free use thereof. I wonder if you have anything

timely to say about that?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I had a committee meeting, I think

that came down yesterday morning, and gave me a book that

they have pubUshed about New York City, a picture book, a very

marvelous sort of thing.

The program was adopted before I left Columbia. Instead of

just putting on the usual, you know, celebrations up there, we
decided to conduct a campaign during 1954 among the universi-

ties of the world, all the world that we could reach, to support

that theme—Oman's right to knowledge and the free use thereof.

That is what is going on. For myself, when I left last fall, last

winter, when I left New York, and one date I now have on my
books, I promised to go back and participate in one of the cere-

monies trying to advance this idea, this concept. So I will be

back there sometime next June, the Lord willing and letting me
live that long.
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Q. Martin S. Hayden, Detroit News: Carrying out your

thought again on the Republican Party needing the vote of inde-

pendents, do you attach any significance, sir, to the fact that both

in the Wisconsin and in the New Jersey congressional elections,

the seats were vacated by very liberal Republicans, and more
conservative Republicans were unable to hold them?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, you givc a certain basis for your ques-

tion that I didn't know to be the fact, because I didn't know either

of the gentlemen running for office, and I never had a chance to

talk to them.

I do believe this: I don't believe that the United States wants

to return to 1892, 1 believe the United States wants to take a look

at us where we are and see what to do now for the benefit of this

whole and great Nation, its, as I might call it, equilibrium among
its different parts at home and its standing abroad, to include cer-

tainly its safety and its security and its growing prosperity. Now,
what these reasons were, again, I must leave to you for your own
decision.

Q. Peter Edson, Newspaper Enterprise Association: Mr. Presi-

dent, on these political questions, I wonder if they could be stated

another way. Do you think the results of the election were en-

tirely the results of local conditions, and that national politics did

not play an important part in them?

THE pREsroENT. No, I Can't give you an honest answer to that

because I am just not familiar enough with it. I tell you again,

I just don't have time to study these things in the detail that you

would have to, to have a worthwhile opinion on such a subject.

I don't know.

Now, I am advised here and there by individuals who come in,

but you have the same access to them as I do. You are asking for

my opinion, and I don't have it.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, do you feel

that in the statements that you made about wanting the election

of Republicans everywhere, the statements made by Mr. Hagerty,

do you feel that these added up to an endorsement of Mr. Troast
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who was running for Governor of New Jersey?

THE PREsroENT. I would Say this : in the absence of any knowl-

edge to the contrary of the fitness of such a person—and I was

assured he was a fit man—I would think that my general state-

ment that, by and large, I wanted to see the party made responsible

in a definite way, I would consider that was that much of an

endorsement, at least.

Now, that doesn't mean you go out and make speeches for an

individual or get down into the local issues involved.

Q. Arthur Sylvester, Newark News: Mr. President, you said a

moment ago that you had confidence in the good sense of the

American people. Do you think they exercised it yesterday?

THE PREsroENT. Of coursc, I do. I think that any district that

goes and gives a majority, they know what they are doing. Now,

they might be poorly informed and, possibly, one side's advertising

or publicity, or whatever you want to call it, is better than the

other, and they may get their case presented in better fashion.

I believe in the jury system, and I believe, by and large, there

is no jury in the world as accurate as the entire American people,

even if they can make errors occasionally. By and large, they

were exercising good sense because they went to the polls and

voted.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's nine- 3:00 to 3:26 o'clock on Wednesday

teenth news conference was held in afternoon, November 4, 1953. In

the Executive Office Building from attendance: 162.

239 ^ Letter to Myron M. Gowen Concerning

the Philippine Elections. November 6, 1953

Dear Mr. Cowen:

Your letter of October twenty-seventh has been read with great

interest, and I wish to inform you that I too regard the forth-

coming Philippine elections as a vital test of democracy for the
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PhUippine Republic. However, I am confident that the people

of the PhUippines will meet this test, as they have met others, in

a manner which will fully justify the esteem in which they are

held throughout the free world.

I know that I speak for the American people when I say that

all of us are indeed interested in what is happening in the Philip-

pines. We rejoice in the upright manner in which the Republic

of the Philippines is meeting the problems of a sovereign nation,

for it is with some pride that Americans remember that Philip-

pine independence is something that we long worked for and are

pledged to respect and help guard.

The Philippine people, whom I know well, are a proud people.

This justifiable pride derives in great part from their inde-

pendence and their democratic political processes. I know that

they will wish to stand before the world on their election day as

having made full use of their political freedom and enlightened

laws to elect a representative government of their own free choos-

ing and dedicated to their service.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: Mr. Cowen was fonnerly U.S. letter was released with the Presi-

Ambassador to the Philippines. His dent's reply.

240 ^ Remarks at theAnnual Convention of

the United Daughters of the Confederacy.

November lo, 1953

Mrs. Longy and ladies:

In the task that I have now, there are certain parts of it that

are most enjoyable. One of them is the privilege that comes tome
occasionally to welcome to the Capital City a body of people in

which all present are animated by desire to serve our country.

That is the kind of thing that gives a lift to the day. And so,
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as I come over here, I want to assure you that what you are doing

for me is sending me back to work with a better feeling than when

I came. And for that, I thank you.

Someone said to me this morning, there are many reasons for

associating together in the United States—^but why a group per-

petuating memories of the Confederacy? We refer to it often, you

know, in our books, as "the lost cause." Well, I think it is because

you have very peculiar and personal values to offer in the United

States scene for the rest of us to study, and to be inspired.

Two persons that I want to talk about today are your possessions

more than they are of the whole country, I suppose, although we
claim them : Lee and Jackson.

As a life-long soldier, it was my duty to read about these two

great men who were leaders in that profession. But for me it soon

became much more than a duty. It became a great pleasure. It

became an inspiration.

When we think of Lee, the qualities for which he stood, the

things for which his name stands today, it seems almost redim-

dant—superfluous—for anyone to try to describe them, even to

himself.

For me, let me give you my opinion, in a simple way.

In my office I have obtained and put up etchings, or pictures,

of a few great Americans: Washington, Franklin, Lincoln, and
Lee. Lee was one man who early showed to all of us that a man
could be a soldier who could fight with all that was in him—and
fight brilliantly—for ideals in which he firmly and honestly be-

lieved, but still, at the same time, could be a great and noble

character. He himself did not fall prey to the passions of the

battlefield and to its contaminating filth and dirt. He remained

always a pure soul that today makes us better people.

And he had the perfect lieutenant in Jackson—a man of great

purity of spirit, great strength of mind of his own—^who could

nevertheless grasp the plan of his commander and then go off and

execute it perfectly.

Possibly one of the most extraordinary battles of that whole
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period of the mid-nineteenth century was that at Chancellors-

ville, where Jackson lost his Ufe. And I will never forget, as I

used to look at the pictures in the books, that it never occurred

to me to look up his age. I thought any man with a beard that

long must be rather venerable. It was almost a shock to discover

that he was dead at 39. Today, when we think of a 39-year-old

general, we think of somebody who must have had a lot of favor-

itism to get there that quickly. He had behind him the great

accomplishments of those many dreary months of war. A strict

disciplinarian, who yet had one great support outside of his faith

in Lee
—

^his unshakeable faith in his God.

These two people today are probably more influential than in

the days when they led the Confederate armies to so many vic-

tories up until 1865—^Jackson till 1863.

They hold before us a veneration for ideals, a conviction that

to rise high in your profession you do not have to surrender prin-

ciple. You can stand for what you believe.

I didn't come over here to make a speech, ladies. I do merely

want to say this with all the strength that I have : if you had no

other reason for existence except to hold before America the

memory, the accomplishments, the characters, the qualities, of

these two men, I still think your association would be well worth

while.

And I think in providing for a memorial to Robert E. Lee, you

have done something in which every single American, from one

end to the other, even if his own ancestors were bitter opponents

of these men in the middle of the nineteenth century, would be

proud to join in that effort.

Thank you very much for inviting me over. I hope you have

a good time while you are here.

note: The President spoke at 10: 25 ferred to Mrs. Glenn Long, President-

a.m. at the Shoreham Hotel in Wash- General of the United Daughters of

ington. In his opening words he re- the Confederacy.
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241 ^ Remarks to the Staff of the United States

Information Agency. November lo, 1953

Mr. Streibertj ladies and gentlemen

:

I can't think of any really good reason to give you for absorbing

this much of your time this afternoon. The only excuse I have is

that I wanted to see you, in an effort to give some expression

—

no matter how faint^—to my convictions as to the importance of

your job.

This conviction is a very old one with me. Someone reminded

me today that it was more than 1 1 years ago that I went across

the Atlantic to assume heavy duties in connection with World

War II. From that time on I have often been abroad and spent

a great deal of time there. It has been almost frustrating to

realize how little people in so many areas—and many of them

classed as normally well-educated people—^knew about the United

States. And this had very grave consequences from time to time.

I became one of those who believe that this Government could

not conduct satisfactory foreign relationships unless it did some-

thing very positive in the way of letting the world know: (a) what

is deep in the American heart; (b) what is the general psycho-

logical reaction of Americans to a given set of human problems;

and (c) what are the qualities or the motives that characterize

the things—inspire the things, America is trying to do in the world.

We in our Fourth of July speeches say America seeks no do-

minion over others, she believes in the dignity of man. We say

all the real things. And we believe them. They are true. But

when you hear some of these things said to a foreigner, and he

just replies "Propaganda," and walks off, you realize that some-

thing is wrong.

Now this organization, it seems to me, has so many qualifica-

tions to meet that you are almost a group—^you are almost in-

dividuals set apart from all others. First you must know what

Americanism really is. You have got to know that here a govern-
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ment, of, by, and for free men, is based solidly on some religious

concept, for the simple reason that otherwise we cannot prove

equality among men.

You have got to know something of the history of your country,

how we came to what we are. You have got to believe with all

your soul that it is this kind or this type of govemment and system

that will allow people to reach the greatest degree of temporal

happiness, at least, of which we are capable. That we can seek

to express ourselves, to realize all that is within us, not only for

ourselves but for those we love, our families, our friends, and that

we realize also this can be done only in a world that has an equal

right to its own govemment of its own choice.

If others should happen to take governments—^forms of govem-

ment—^in which we do not believe, that is all right. But how are

they going to be won from that? By learning, through absorption,

and from seeing and from hearing how our system works.

Put it this way: we are now conducting a cold war. That cold

war must have some objective, otherwise it would be senseless. It

is conducted in the belief that if there is no war, if two systems of

govemment are allowed to live side by side, that ours because of

its greater appeal to men everywhere—to mankind—^in the long

run will win out; that it will defeat all forms of dictatorial govem-

ment because of its greater appeal to the human soul, the human
heart, the human mind.

So you have got to understand all these things in all their rami-

fications. Certainly I am not here trying to give you a lecture

on the American dream and the American system. Most of you

have to think about it each day. But I am saying, first you have

got to understand it, then you have got to believe it, and then you

have to live it.

Now, as I see it, you, therefore, have as your governmental job

the thing that every American ought to be. But you have got to

symbolize it. Every American standing before the world can

scarcely consider that he is doing his full duty to his country unless

he shows this belief in Americanism, and realizes that he is show-
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ing himself to others as the product of that system. He is one of

those that this system has produced.

Now you, members of the United States Information Agency,

have the job of making certain that all Americans will want to do

this, and that it will be done so well, not in a dictatorial, not in an

overbearing, not in a condescending way, but in the simple matter

of living, and talking. It will be done so that others will under-

stand the honesty of our purposes, the integrity of our position,

and will in the long run, in this cold war, come to believe more

and more in this form of government.

And then finally we can, I think, describe the objective of the

cold war as to maintain some kind of arrangement for getting

along in this world until enough of all the world's people come to

believe with you, with us, that the things for which the Americans

stand are those things which enrich human life, which ennoble

man because he is an individual created in the image of his God
and trying to do his best on this earth.

Now certainly I would not prescribe my own effort as a model

for any of you. What you are here for is so important, what you

are going to do and what you are doing is of such significance not

only to us but to the world, to peace, that the last word I should

like to say is this—^my pledge of support: no one who serves in

this organization with what his chiefs or his associates say is de-

cency and to the best of his ability is ever going to suffer if I can

help it. On the contrary, I shall try to do my best to pin the

accolade of a "well done" to every such person. And it is because

I believe from all the descriptions that Mr. Streibert and others

responsible here have told me, because I believe you not only can

achieve it but that you are on the road to doing it, that I come
here to say good luck to each of you, and this administration is

with you. Go ahead and do your chores, and you will earn every-

thing the Government could possibly give you.

Good luck, and goodbye.

note: The President spoke at 2:58 words he referred to Theodore G.

p.m. in the Department of the In- Streibert, Director of the United

terior Auditorium. In his opening States Information Agency.
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242 ^ Message Recorded for a Testimonial

Dinner Honoring Secretary of the Treasury George

M. Humphrey. November 10, 1953

My fellow Americans:

It is a distinct privilege to join with you in tribute to my good

friend and valued associate in the national Government, George

Humphrey.

In the past three decades I have come to know many leaders

in public and private affairs in our country and abroad.

Of these leaders of our time, I have found none to be abler

—

more dedicated—^more courageous—^more selfless and persever-

ing in pursuit of the public good—than the Secretary of the Treas-

ury, George M. Humphrey.

You and I are fortimate to have such a man in our Nation's

service. In the Cabinet, in meetings of the important National

Security Council, in personal conferences in my office, I can al-

ways count on George Humphrey to be a strong, able, and asser-

tive counsellor—a man from whom sound and objective judgment

is certain to be obtained, no matter what the issue involved.

I would deem it an honor to be personally present at this testi-

monial dinner, so as to share even more intimately in the tribute

that the assembled group is paying to its guest of honor. But,

denied that opportunity, I extend warm greetings to each of you

present, along with my best wishes for a most successful evening.

I am sure that it will live long in the memory of our great friend,

the Secretary of the Treasury.

note: The message was recorded on film for a dinner given at Saginaw,

Mich., on November lo.

756



Dwight D. Eisenhower, IQ53 ^ 243

243 ^ The President's News Conference of

November ii, 1953.

THE PREsroENT. I havc a few items that may be of interest.

I, of course, think we should all note that it is Armistice Day,

I suppose a national holiday for you people as well as for me. But

it seems to be about the only time this week we could have this

conference if we were going to, because, as I told you before, I

am leaving for Canada tomorrow night for a short visit.

However, Armistice Day has always meant a lot to all of us,

and if I could ask you people a favor, it would be that each of you

make some mention in your stories that it is Armistice Day, and

what Armistice Day really meant to us at one time. That would

be my speech on that subject.

The Canadian trip, as I told you, is really a courtesy call, but I

have been invited—I believe I told you this before, but if I did,

you will forgive me—I have been invited to address the Parlia-

ment up there. I intend to make the subject of my talk just a

general discussion of some of the problems that are common to

both countries and, of course, through the medium of that speech,

to pay my respects to the Canadian people to whom we feel so

close.

In this problem of segregation that has been always in the hands

of some of our people since last January, going ahead on different

fronts, the Navy has just made a very detailed report in the form

both of a letter to me and in a statistical report. You will find

it among the papers in the ordinary place when you leave here.

It is a very encouraging report, I must say.

The Philippine election seems, so far as we can see from re-

ports—and I have only the newspaper reports—seems to be pro-

gressing in the way that we should like to see elections progress

in any free country. It looks like they are going without duress,

like there is no effort to rig it. They are going ahead as free elec-

tions, which is very encouraging.
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This week we did have another election in this country. Last

week, I believe, the question was asked whether I was pleased, and

I had to qualify my answer very materially. This week I could

say I am pleased. [Laughter]

With that remarkwe will go to questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: I wonder if you could tell

us your reaction, your opinion, of ex-President Truman having

been subpoenaed by the House Un-American Affairs Conmiittee?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, uo, I Can't say a great deal about this.

I will give you my connection and my feeling about this thing.

Some days back Mr. Brownell, the Attorney General, reported

to me that there were certain facts that had been coming to light

in his Department that he felt should be made available to the

public, and that he felt moreover it was his duty to do so. He
told me that they involved a man named White, a man whom I

had never met, didn't know anything about.

I told him that he had, as a responsible head of Government,

to make the decision, if he felt it was his duty to make these things

public to do it on a purely factual basis.

He did tell me that the information had gotten to the White

House, and that was all. So that was my last connection with it

imtil this incident occurred of which you speak.

Now, I think once before, before this group, I tried to make

quite clear that I am not going to be in the position of criticizing

the Congress of the United States for carrying out what it con-

ceives to be its duty. It has the right, of course, to conduct such

investigations as it finds necessary; but if you asked me, as I imder-

stood it, my personal reaction, I would not issue such a subpoena.

Q. Edward Jamieson Milne, Providence Journal-Bulletin : Mr.

President, do you yourself feel that former President Truman
knowingly appointed a Conmiunist spy to high office?

THE PREsroENT. You are asking me for opinions, of course,

based on nothing else except what I have told you and what I

have read in the papers.

No, it is inconceivable; I don't believe that—^put it in this
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way—a man in that position knowingly damaged the United

States. I think it would be inconceivable.

Q. Raymond P. Brandt, St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Mr. Presi-

dent, my office asked me to ask this whole series of questions.

THE PRESIDENT. Just a minutc. I am not sure of the custom

here; you may have one question, but there are a lot of other

people here.

Q. Mr. Brandt : I think they are pertinent to all of them.

THE PREsroENT. Well, I wiU have to decide.

Q. Mr. Brandt: You answered the first one, did you know in

advance of the Chicago speech.

The next question was were you consulted while plans were

being laid to bring the White story out? You apparently

offered

THE PRESIDENT. No, the report was made to me that there was
certain information that the Attorney General considered it his

duty to make public, and he did mention the word "White," al-

though as I say, I didn't know who White was.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Then the next question: did you know in ad-

vance of the plan to subpoena Truman, and did you approve?

YouVe answered that.

Do you think Supreme Court Justices should be subpoenaed

by Congress?

THE PRESIDENT. I am uot a constitutional lawyer, and I would
again say you are asking there my personal opinion, personal con-

victions. I probably in that position would not do it. Fd think

there would be other means of handling it rather than issuing a
subpoena.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Do you think the FBI report is justified in

calling White a spy when a grand jury refused to believe it on the

basis of FBI evidence, that was the grand jury investigation in

1947?

THE PREsroENT. I kuow nothing about it; you will have to go
to the record and the facts.

Q. Mr. Brandt: Do you think the administration's action in
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virtually putting a label of traitor on a former President is likely

to damage our foreign relations?

THE PRESIDENT. I reject the premise. I would not answer

such a question.

Q. Mr. Brandt: What effect do you think such an action by

the administration will have on the Russians, good or bad?

THE PREsroENT. Let me say something: anyone who doesn't

recognize that the great struggle of our time is an ideological one,

that is, a system of regimentation and of virtual slavery as against

the concept of freedom on which our Government is founded,

then they are not looking this question squarely in the face.

Now, the attack against freedom is on many fronts. It is con-

ducted by force, by the use of force and the threat of force, by

subversion and bribery and boring from within, and it makes it

necessary to practice more than ever that old saying, "The price

of liberty is etemal vigilance."

I thoroughly agree with those who say we must be very careful

how we apply our own activities, our own powers, our own author-

ity in defending against this thing. We must not destroy what

we are attempting to defend. So, just as earnestly as I believe

we must all fight communism to the utmost, I believe that we
must also fight any truly unjust, un-American way of uprooting

them, because in the long run I think we will destroy ourselves if

we use that kind of defense.

This is, however, something that is subject to the judgment of

humans. They are fallible; and when they see all of the efforts

we have made over these last years rejected—I mean our measures

to make some peaceful arrangement, to see them rejected, the

offers we made in 1946 about making available to all the world

the entire atomic project that had been developed, every secret,

make it available for peaceful use under any system that would

give us confidence that all others were doing the same, and all

the way down the line we have seen secrets stolen, we have seen

all kinds of spywork go ahead—it is sometimes difficult to say

there will never be an injustice.
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But that, I say, must be the true path for every real American:

to oppose these ideologies, these doctrines that we believe will

destroy our form of government, and at the same time, to do it

under methods where we don't destroy it. I can't define it any

better than that.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post: Mr. President, taking

up your answer to one of the previous questions, since Mr.

Brownell has impugned the loyalty of a former President, and a

grand jury said that it couldn't find a basis for indicting White,

don't you think there is a moral obligation to make these reports,

FBI reports, public?

THE PRESIDENT. No.

Q. Mr. Spivack: And we have no way of knowing

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't belicve that you can make FBI reports

available, as such. I believe you can extract a great deal of ma-
terial from them, but there are too many things in them that must

be protected.

As a matter of fact, the original FBI reports I will not allow

to be shown to me except when I have to see them, because I just

believe if we don't protect their sources of information we will

someday destroy them.

Now, you also make a premise I don't accept. You said Mr.

Brownell impugned the loyalty of a President. I don't know

—

certainly he never told me—that he said that the President of the

United States ever saw the papers. He said they went to the

White House. Now, that is all he ever told me, and I think you

have made a mistake.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, New York Herald Tribune : Mr. Presi-

dent, without making any premise at all, could I ask you whether

you feel that a charge should be publicly made against anybody,

an accusation, without the evidence being publicly made so that

the public can assess the basis of the accusation, regardless of the

FBI?

THE PRESIDENT. I think the essentials of the evidence probably

have to be made available, yes, I would agree with that.
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I don't think—^look, this goes back to what I said: I believe it is

reckless, to say nothing of un-American, action to make from any

kind of a favored position accusations where you are not prepared

to show what has happened and to make available the essentials

of that evidence.

Here, you have got a case where there are certain particular

documents I don't think can be shown, but the essentials of the

evidence certainly must be, so far as I know; and I don't know of

any disposition to conceal it.

Q. Mr. Drummond: It has not come out yet, Mr. President.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, New England papers: Mr. President, I

have been around for 25 years here, and I find myself befuddled

by failure to get the truth.

Isn't the question here whether the charge is true, made by

Mr. Brownell? Isn't that the basic thing? Should not former

officials who know, come and tell the truth to the people as they

knew it?

THE PRESIDENT. I think that is proper. I think you have asked

a question that sort of answers itself.

What we want is the truth. So far as I know, the Attomey

General has no intention of concealing anything except the par-

ticular form of a document, and I assume that other people, in

giving their testimony, will do it in any way they see fit.

Q. Mrs. Craig: Do you think former ofiicials should be pro-

tected in not coming forward and telling their share in public

happenings?

THE PRESIDENT. I didn't Say they should be protected. I was

asked this question, how would I have done it; and I certainly

would not, I said, issue the subpoena in the circumstances.

Q. S. Douglass Cater, Jr., The Reporter : Mr. President, what

did you understand was the purpose of bringing information from

the files of the FBI before a luncheon group instead of some offi-

cial body, such as a grand jury, or another body of Congress, or

something of that sort, by the Attorney General?

THE PRESIDENT. You cau get dircct evidence on that. I didn't
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even consider it. I was told that there was going to be certain

information made available. It was. You can go to the Attorney

General himself.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, I

think this case is at best a pretty squaUd one. But if a grand jury,

under our system, has found a man—^has, in effect, cleared the

man or at least has decided it was insufficient evidence to convict

him or prosecute him, then is it proper for the Attorney General

to characterize that accused man, who is now dead, as a spy and,

in effect, accuse a former President of harboring that man? That

was quite plain in the statement of the Attorney General.

THE PRESIDENT. Look, all you are trying to get now is my per-

sonal opinion about certain things. I am not either a judge nor

am I an accomplished lawyer. I have my own ideas of what is

right and wrong, but I would assume this: you are asking me to

answer questions where, with all of this in the public mind, the

Attorney General is here to answer it himself. Let him answer

it.

Q. Mr. Leviero: He has refused to answer the questions, you

see. [Laughter]

Q. Andrew F. TuUy, Jr., Scripps-Howard Newspapers: It is

true that Mr. Brownell is here, but he won't see reporters. I

wonder if we can ask you to exert your influence to get him to

see us? [Laughter]

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of coursc, after all, I think that you are

probably getting a little bit more impatient than he thinks you

should be. I don't know exactly what he has in mind; I am cer-

tainly ready to talk to Mr. Brownell more about this when he

returns to town, but I am not going to give him orders as to

methods in which he handles responsibilities of his own office.

Now, this is what I want to say: I have found Mr. Brownell

interested in justice and decency in cleaning up what he has got

to clean up. We have gone ahead in many lower echelons; I be-

lieve there was a report published we had gotten some 1400 peo-

ple that we thought were security risks. He publishes now a par-
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ticular case, and it has aroused tremendous interest. Now we
will see how he handles it, and I am not going to color his case

or to prejudice his case in advance in what I say about it.

Q. Mr. Tully: Mr. President, could I ask one more question?

THE PRESroENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Tully: Can you give us any indication of when the

proof of these charges is going to be offered by Mr. Brownell?

THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc I Can't. I just told you that he

has got to handle this case in his own way. I just say that I am
not supposed, and I do not intend, to be one that is a party to what

looks like rank injustice to anybody. That is all I can say on

this.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: One more ques-

tion. Insofar as we have been allowed to know the facts, the case

rests on the testimony of two confessed traitors, Whittaker

Chambers and Elizabeth Bentley. I wonder if the FBI inde-

pendently has developed any evidence to sustain the charge of

espionage?

THE PRESIDENT. Again you will have to ask Mr. Brownell; I

don't know.

Q. Robert L. Riggs, Louisville Courier-Journal : There has

been some question as to whether the FBI report said Mr. White

was a spy or whether it says he associated with Communists.

Did Mr. Brownell say to you that the FBI report called him a

spy?

THE PRESIDENT. Ladics and gentlemen, I am going to answer

my last question right now on this subject for this morning, at

least.

I told you exactly, Mr. Brownell came in and reported to me
that there was evidence that there had been subversive action in

which high Government officials were aware of it; he gave me
the name as Mr. White, and he said the evidence was so clear

that he considered it his duty to lay it out because, he said, "Cer-

tainly, I am not going to be a party to concealing this," is the way
he explained it to me. I said, "You have to follow your own
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conscience as to your duty." Now that is exactly what I knew
about it.

Q. Paul Scott Rankine, Reuters News Agency: Mr. President,

could you tell us anything about the subjects you expect to discuss

at the Bermuda conference?

THE PRESIDENT. There is no agenda. The invitation and all

the conversations and the communications on the subject are that

we are to meet on an aroimd-the-table basis to discuss problems

of interest to the three governments, that is all, and on a very

informal basis.

Q. Oscar W. Reschke, German Press Agency: Mr. President,

is it being considered to ask the Government of the Federal Re-

public to send an observer to Bermuda to be at hand for the

conversations?

THE PREsroENT. Not that I know of.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

NOTE : President Eisenhower's twen- i o : 1 5 to i o : 34 o'clock on Wednesday

tieth news conference was held in the morning, November 1 1, 1953. In at-

Executive Office Building from tendance: 175.

244 ^ Statementby the President on the

Elimination of Segregation in Civilian Facilities at

Naval Installations. November 1 1, 1953

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY has just submitted to me
a full report on facilities used by civilian employees at naval in-

stallations in the southern States.

I agree wholeheartedly with him that the report is most en-

couraging for it proves conclusively that the Navy's policy of

nonsegregation is completely effective.

There are, in all, 60 Naval activities on Federal-owned prop-

erty in the South. Here are the facts

:

I . Twenty installations reported, as of August i st, that no segre-

gation practices existed.
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2. Seventeen additional installations, not initially covered in

the August survey, also reported no segregation. One establish-

ment—^at Newport News—^reported washrooms and toilets were

segregated in a building located on non-Federal property.

3. Twenty-one further installations, which reported segrega-

tion practices in August, revealed segregation had been eliminated

by November ist. One installation—Charleston Shipyard—^still

reported partial segregation. At Charleston, segregation at drink-

ing fountains and in cafeterias was eliminated, but washrooms are

still separated. The Shipyard Commander stated that in these

latter facilities restrictions would be eliminated late in December

or early in January.

In summation, of 60 southern installations on Federal-owned

property only one reported partial segregation. That is a record

of accomplishment of which we all can be proud and I congratu-

late the Secretary of the Navy and his Department on a job very

well done indeed.

note: The Secretary of the Navy's report was made public with the Presi-

dent's statement.

245 ^ Message on the Death ofKing Ibn Saud of

Saudi Arabia. November 1 1, 1953

His Majesty

Saud ibn Abd al-Aziz al-Saud

King of Saudi Arabia

It is with a profound sense of loss that I express my deepest

sympathy to the Royal Family and people of Saudi Arabia upon

the death of their illustrious father and ruler, King Abdul Aziz

al Saud. His Majesty's statesmanship and sagacity as a ruler

endeared him to the hearts of his people and won him universal

renown. The American people were proud to coimt him and

his nation among their most trusted and valued friends.

On this solemn occasion I wish to extend to Your Majesty, as
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your father's worthy successor, my good wishes upon your acces-

sion to the throne. I am confident that the warm bonds of friend-

ship and mutual interest, which have bound our two countries

so closely in the past, will remain firm and enduring under your

able guidance. The people of Saudi Arabia are indeed fortunate

to have their destiny served by a ruler so progressive and devoted

to their welfare as yourself.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

246 ^ Address Before a Joint Session of the

Parliament of Canada. November 1 4, 1 953

Mr. speaker of the Senate, Mr. Speaker of the House, Mr. Prime
Minister, Members of the Canadian Houses of Parliament, dis-

tinguished guests and friends:

Mes salutations s'adressent egalement k mes amis canadiens qui

parlent le frangais. Je sais que je fais preuve de grande t^merite

en essayant de m'exprimer, si peu soit-il, dans cette langue; aussi

fais-je appel a votre indulgence pour les erreurs d'expression et de
prononciation que je peux commettre en vous faisant part per-

sonnellement et directement de mes sentiments d'amitie et de
haute estime. Je vous salue egalement pour la part importante

que vous avez prise, de concert avec vos freres de langue anglaise,

au developpement de ce grand pays/

Mr. Prime Minister, for the very great generosity of the per-

sonal sentiments expressed towards me, I am humbly grateful.

For the reception Mrs. Eisenhower and I experienced here

* The following translation appears in the White House release of this address

:

I include in my salutation my Canadian friends who speak the French language.

Although I am more than bold to attempt even this slight venture into the speaking
of that tongue, I ask your forgiveness for errors both in expression and in pronuncia-
tion as I take this means of conveying to you personally and directly my sentiments

of friendship and high esteem. Likewise, I salute you for the great contribution you,

together with your English-speaking brethren, have made to the growth of this great

country.
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throughout this city, we should like to extend to all your citi-

zens—^all your people—our very deep appreciation, especially

for the honor of being received before this Body. I assure you you

have given us distinction that we shall never forget.

Since World War II, I have now been privileged, three times,

to visit this great country and this beautiful city.

On my first visit, more than seven years ago, I came to express

to the Canadian people a field commander's appreciation of their

memorable contribution in the liberation of the Mediterranean

and the European lands. On my second, I came to discuss with

your governmental leaders your country's role in the building

of Atlantic security. Both visits, in the warmth and spirit of a

great people's welcome, were days that I shall remember all my
life.

This day, I again salute the men and women of Canada.

As I stand before you, my thoughts go back to the days of global

war. In that conflict, and then through the more recent savage

and grievous Korean battles, the Canadian people have been

valorous champions of freedom for mankind. Within the frame-

work of NATO, in the construction of new patterns for interna-

tional security, in the lengthy and often toilsome exploration of

a regional alliance, they have been patient and wise devisers of

a stout defense for the Western world. Canada, rich in natural

gifts, far richer in human character and genius, has earned the

gratitude and the affectionate respect of all who cherish freedom

and seek peace.

I am highly honored by the invitation of the Parliament that I

address it. For your invitation is rooted in the friendship—the

sense of partnership—that for generations has been the hallmark

of the relations between Canada and the United States. Your

country, my country—each is a better and stronger and more

influential nation because each can rely upon every resource of

the other in days of crisis. Beyond this, each can work and grow
and prosper with the other through years of quiet peace.

We, of our country, have long respected and admired Canada
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as a bulwark of the British Commonwealth and a leader among

nations. As no Soviet wile or lure can divide the Commonwealth,

nothing will corrupt the Canadian-American partnership.

We have a dramatic symbol of that partnership in the favored

topic of every speaker addressing an audience made up of both

our peoples—our unfortified frontier. But though this subject

has become shopworn and well nigh exhausted as a feature of

after dinner oratory, it is still a fact that our common frontier

grows stronger every year, defended only by friendship. Its

strength wells from indestructible and enduring sources—iden-

tical ideals of family and school and church, and traditions which

come to us from the common past.

Out of this partnership has evolved a progressive prosperity

and a general well-being, mutually beneficial, that is without

parallel on earth. In the years ahead, the pace of our mutual

growth will surely be no less.

To strive, even dimly, to foresee the wonders of Canada's next

generation, is to summon the utmost powers of the imagination.

This land is a mighty reservoir of resources. Across it, at this

moment, there moves an extraordinary drama of enterprise and

endeavor—Canadians, rapidly building basic industries, convert-

ing waters into hydro-electric energy, scrutinizing your soil for

new wealth, pushing into the barrens of the North for minerals

and for oil. You, of Canada, are building a magnificent record

of achievement. My country rejoices in it.

More than friendship and partnership is signified in the rela-

tions between our countries. These relations that today enrich

our peoples justify the faith of our fathers that men, given self-

government, can dwell at peace among themselves, progressive

in the development of their material wealth, quick to join in the

defense of their spiritual community, ready to arbitrate differ-

ences that may rise to divide them. This Parliament is an illus-

trious symbol of a human craving, a human search, a human right

to self-government.

All the free legislatures of the world speak for the free peoples
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of the world. In their deliberations and enactments, they mirror

the ideas, the traditions, the fundamental philosophies of their

respective nations.

On the other hand, every free nation, secure in its own eco-

nomic and political stability, reflects the responsible leadership

and the wise comprehension which its legislature has brought to

the management of public affairs.

Now, this continent uniquely has been a laboratory of self-

government, in which free legislatures have been an indispensable

force. What is the result? It is a mighty unity built of values

essentially spiritual.

This continent, of course, is a single physical and geographical

entity. But physical unity, however, broken by territorial lines,

fortress chains and trade barriers, is a characteristic of every con-

tinent. Here, however, independent and sovereign peoples have

built a stage on which all the world can see :

First—Each country's patriotic dedication to its own enlight-

ened self-interest, but free from vicious nationalistic exploitation

of grudge or ancient wrong.

Second—^A joined recognition that neighbors, among nations

as among individuals, prosper best in neighborly cooperation,

factually exemplified in daily life.

Third—^An intemational will to cast out the bomb and the

gun as arbiters and to exalt the joint search for truth and justice.

Here, on this continent, we present an example that other na-

tions some day surely will recognize and apply in their relation-

ships among themselves. My friends, may that day be close, be-

cause the only altemative—the bankruptcy of armament races

and the suicide of nuclear war—cannot for long, must not for

long, be tolerated by the human race.

Great has been our mutual progress. It foreshadows what we

together can accomplish for our mutual good.

Before us of Canada and the United States lies an immense

panorama of opportunity in every field of human endeavor. A
host of jobs to be done together confront us. Many of them cry
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for immediate attention. As we examine them together in the

work days ahead, we must never allow the practical difficulties

that impede progress to blind our eyes to the objectives estab-

lished by principle and by logic.

With respect to some aspects of our future development, I hope

I may, without presumption, make three observations.

The first is: The free world must come to recognize that trade

barriers, although intended to protect a country's economy, often

in fact shackle its prosperity. In the United States, there is a

growing recognition that free nations cannot expand their pro-

ductivity and economic strength without a high level of inter-

national trade.

Now, in our case—yours and ours—our two economies are en-

meshed intricately with the world economy. We cannot risk

sudden dislocation in industry and agriculture and widespread

unemployment and distress, by hasty decisions to accomplish sud-

denly what inevitably will come in an orderly economic evolu-

tion. "Make haste slowly" is a homely maxim with international

validity.

Moreover, every common undertaking, however worthwhile

it may be, must be understood in its origins, its application, its

effects by the peoples of our two countries. Without this under-

standing, it will have negligible chance of success. Canadians

and citizens of the United States do not accept government by

edict or decree. Informed and intelligent cooperation is, for us,

the only source of enduring accomplishment.

To study further the whole subject of United States foreign

economic policy, we have at home appointed a special commis-

sion with wide representation including members of the Congress

as well as spokesmen for the general public. From the commis-

sion's studies will come, we hope, a policy which can command
the support of the American people and which will be in the best

interest of the United States and the free world.

Toward the strengthening of commercial ties between Canada
and the United States, officials of our two governments have for
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some months been considering the establishment of a Joint Eco-

nomic and Trade Committee. This Committee, now approved,

will consist of Cabinet officers of both countries. They will meet

periodically to discuss in broad terms economic and trade prob-

lems and the means for their equitable solution. I confidently

believe that out of this process, the best interests of both our coun-

tries will be more easily harmonized and advanced.

The second observation is this: Joint development and use of

the St. Lawrence-Great Lakes Waterway is inevitable. It is sure

and certain. With you, I consider this measure a vital addition

to our economic and national security. Of course, no proposal yet

made is entirely free from faults of some sort. But every one of

them can be corrected—^given patience and cooperation.

In the United States, my principal security advisers, compris-

ing the National Security Council, favor the undertaking for

national defense reasons. The Cabinet favors it on both security

and economic grounds. A Committee of the United States Senate

has approved a measure authorizing it.

This measure provides for United States participation in a

joint development by both countries. The proposal now awaits

action by the United States Senate which, I am confident, will

act favorably on it or some similar measure. The ways and

means for assuring American cooperation in this great project

will, I hope, be authorized and approved during the coming ses-

sion of the Congress.

I have noted with satisfaction the New York Power Authority's

acceptance of the Federal Power Commission's license. With this

act the stage is set for a start on the St. Lawrence Power Project

which will add materially to the economic strength of both

countries.

My third observation is this: You of Canada and we of the

United States can and will devise ways to protect our North

America from any surprise attack by air. And we shall achieve

the defense of our continent without whittling our pledges to

Western Europe or forgetting our friends in the Pacific.
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The basic threat of communist purpose still exists. Indeed the

latest Soviet commimication to the Westem world is truculent, if

not arrogant, in tone. In any event, our security plans must now

take into account Soviet ability to employ atomic attack on North

America, as well as on countries, friendly to us, lying closer to the

borders of the U.S.S.R. Their atomic stockpile will, of course,

increase in size, and means of delivery will increase as time goes

on.

Now, each of our two nations seeks a secure home for realiza-

tion of its destiny. Defense of our soil presents a challenge to

both our peoples. It is a common task. Defensively, as well as

geographically, we are joined beyond any possibility of separa-

tion. This element in our security problem is an accepted guide

of the service leaders, government officials and legislatures on both

sides of the border. In our approach to the problem, we both

realize that purest patriotism demands and promotes effective

partnership. Thus we evolve joint agreements on all those meas-

ures we must jointly undertake to improve the effectiveness of

our defenses, but every arrangement rests squarely on the sov-

ereign nature of each of our two peoples.

Canada and the United States are equal partners and neither

dares to waste time. There is a time to be alert and a time to rest.

These days demand ceaseless vigilance. We must be ready and

prepared. The threat is present. The measures of defense have

been thoroughly studied by official bodies of both countries. The
Permanent Joint Board on Defense has worked assiduously and

effectively on mutual problems. Now is the time for action on all

agreed measures.

Steps to defend our continent are of course but one part of the

world-wide security program. The North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization, for example, is an essential defense of Ottawa, and

of Washington, and of our neighbors to the South, as well as

of communities thousands of miles to the eastward. Implicit in

the consultations and detailed studies which must continue and

in the defenses which we have already mounted is the need for
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world-wide vigilance and strength. But the purpose is defense.

We have no other aim.

In common with others of the free world, the United States

does not rely on military strength alone to win the peace. Our
primary reliance is a unity among us forged of common adherence

to moral principles. This reliance binds together in fellowship

all those who believe in the spiritual nature of man, as the Child

of God.

Moreover, our country assuredly claims no monopoly on wis-

dom. We are willing—^nay, anxious—to discuss with friends and

with any others all possible paths to peace. We will use every

means—^from the normal diplomatic exchange to the forum of

the United Nations—to further this search. We welcome ideas,

expressions of honest difference, new proposals and new interpre-

tations of old ones—anything and everything honestly offered for

the advancement of man's oldest aspiration.

There are no insoluble problems. Differences can be resolved;

tensions can be relieved. The free world, I deeply believe, holds

firmly to this faith, striving earnestly towards what is just and

equitable.

My friends, allow me to interpolate here merely an expression

of my own personal faith. I call upon all of those who are in

responsible position, either in civil government or in the military

world—in the dark days of 1940 and 1941 and 1942, there seemed

no place from which to start to conquer the enemy that bid fair

to enslave us all. Already he had put most of Europe under

his heel.

When I stop to think of the bewilderment of our people—the

fears of our people in those days, and then how in a few short

years we were coming home to celebrate that great victory that

we thought could at last mark the end of all wars, we see how fast

human affairs, human outlooks can change, from one of despond-

ency—almost of despair, in many quarters—to one of exultation.

Now today, as we fail to understand the intransigence that

we feel marks others, as we try to color every proposal we make
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with what we beHeve to be reason, understanding—even sympa-
thy, as we are nonplussed as to why these offers are never taken

up, let us never despair that faith will win through.

The world that God has given us is, of course, material in its

values, intellectual and spiritual. We have got to hand on to

those who come after us this balance—this balance of values, and
particularly the certainty that they can enjoy the same kind of

opportimity in this spiritual, intellectual and material world that

we, who will then be their ancestors, enjoyed before them.

That, it seems to me, is the real problem that Canada and the

United States today have to meet. And it is the one reason I

get such a thrill every time I come to this country, because here I

sense in the very atmosphere your determination to work in that

direction, not acknowledging defeat, certain that we can win be-

cause there are values that man treasures above all things else in

the world that arenow at stake.

The free world believes that practical problems can be solved

practically; that they should be solved by orderly procedure, step

by step, so that the foundation for peace, which we are building
in concert with other nations, will be solid and unshakable. I

deem it a high privilege to salute, through this their Parliament,
the Canadian people for the strength they have added to this

faith—and for the contribution they are making toward its

realization.

Beyond the shadow of the atomic cloud, the horizon is bright
with promise. No shadow can halt our advance together. For
we, Canada and the United States, shall use carefully and wisely
the God-given graces of faith and reason as we march together
toward it—toward the horizon of a world where each man, each
family, each nation lives at peace in a climate of freedom.

note: The President spoke in the Robertson, Speaker of the Senate, the
House of Commons in Ottawa at Honorable Louis Beaudoin, Speaker
11:13 a.m. His opening words re- of the House of Commons, and Prime
ferred to the Honorable Wishart Minister Louis St. Laurent.
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247 ^ Joint Statement Following Discussions

With Prime Minister St. Laurent of Canada.

November 14, 1953

THE FOLLOWING joint communique was issued by President

Eisenhower and Prime Minister St. Laurent at the conclusion of

the meeting of the Canadian Cabinet.

1. During the course of President Eisenhower's state visit to

Canada, the Prime Minister of Canada and members of the Ca-

nadian Cabinet had an opportunity of having informal discussions

with him on matters of mutual interest to the United States and

Canada. The President and the Prime Minister last reviewed

some of these questions when the Prime Minister visited Wash-

ington last May.

2. Views were exchanged on recent developments in the world

situation and on measures which might bring about a relaxation

of current international tensions. It was agreed that all efforts

for peace and improved world conditions being made by the

United Nations or elsewhere should be supported and the necessity

of maintaining the strength, unity and determination of the free

world to resist aggression was fully recognized.

3. The President and the Prime Minister agreed on the im-

portance to the free world of healthy national economies and of

the expansion of world trade on a multilateral basis. Satisfaction

was expressed at the recent establishment of a joint United States-

Canadian Committee on Trade and Economic Affairs. The im-

portance of the St. Lawrence Seaway and Power Project was

emphasized, and there was full agreement on the urgency of

initiating the first phase—construction of the Power Project in

accordance with arrangements which already have been made

between the two governments.

4. In discussing the means of strengthening the security of the

free world, the importance of collective arrangements under the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization was emphasized, including
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the special responsibility of the United States and Canada for

building up the defenses of this continent. There was complete

agreement on the vital importance of effective methods for joint

defense, especially in the light of evidence of increasing technical

capability of direct attack on both countries by weapons of great

destructive power. Cooperation on joint defense matters had its

origin in the Ogdensburg Agreement of 1940 which established

the Permanent Joint Board on Defense. In 1947 the two countries

issued a joint statement which set forth the principles and methods

by which cooperation would be continued and strengthened. The
full respect of each country for the sovereignty of the other is

inherent in these principles. These principles are equally valid

today when Canada and the United States, recognizing that the

defense of North America must be considered as a whole, are

undertaking further efforts for their joint security. The arrange-

ments for collaboration which have proved satisfactory over the

years provide a firm basis on which to carry forward the close

relationship between Canada and the United States in matters

of common defense.

248 ^ Letter to Walter P. Reuther Extending

Greetings to the 1 5th Constitutional Convention of

the Congress of Industrial Organizations,

November 165 1953

[ Released November 16, 1953. Dated November 12, 1953 ]

Dear Mr. Reuther:

To the Fifteenth Constitutional Convention of the Congress of

Industrial Organizations, I extend greetings and good wishes.

When I last addressed a CIO Convention, I came to thank you

for your magnificent performance in World War II in supplying

the planes and tanks and ships and arms. You did your job, and
you did it well.
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Unfortunately, peace and freedom did not come to the world

when the guns fell silent. America is still dedicated to achieving

them. I know that American labor holds to that dedication.

Proof is abundant that those of you who are today employed in

plants supplying our Army, Navy, and Air Force and the armed

forces of our Allies, have lost none of the spirit which in wartime

was so magnificent. The maintenance of peace in the world

depends directly upon America's ability to produce the materiel to

give an aggressor pause. The productive might of America is

the greatest bulwark of world peace. I know that leaders and

members of American labor will never forget that fact. Your

future and the future of your unions, in common with all free

American institutions, will be determined by our ability further

to strengthen our country in the uncertain period ahead.

I am glad the Secretary of Labor of the United States, the

Honorable James P. Mitchell, can be with you for the Conven-

tion. I have selected him to be a member of my Cabinet because

of his ability, his integrity, and his unreserved dedication to the

public good. Already, in the few weeks he has served, he has im-

pressed his colleagues in the Cabinet with his thorough under-

standing of the problems of labor, and with his determination to

see that the aspirations and needs of working men and women are

fully and forcefully represented at the highest level of govern-

ment. Before he left for your Convention, I asked him to report

back to me your ideas on matters of legislation and public policy.

I know you have a vital interest in the Taft-Hartley Act. I

have previously stated my conviction that this law, while funda-

mentally sound, should be changed in some respects.

For months, members of the Administration have been engaged

in a searching study of the Act. Our objective is to recommend
improvement in order to make possible a more free and vigorous

collective bargaining process, to reduce government intervention

in labor-management relations, and to promote sound and peace-

ful industrial relationships so essential to the economic well-being

of American working men and women and to the welfare of all

elements of our nation.
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I shall submit the resulting suggestions to the Congress when it

convenes in January. In formulating these suggestions, our guide

will be the fundamental principle that the law must be absolutely

fair to the laboring men and women of this nation, to manage-
ment, and to the public at large.

Our nation's goal is world peace. We are endowed by the

Creator with a bounty envied by all the earth. Our greatest re-

sources are in the spirit and the ideals of our people. Counted
in these is our tradition for composing group differences in the

broad public interest. I commend that tradition to you and to

those with whom you deal as you pursue your deliberations in this

period which, with God's help, future historians will be able to

mark as a time of triumph for the values of free men everywhere.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

249 ^ The President's News Conference of

November i8, 1953.

THE PRESIDENT. First, I havc a little statement on drought condi-

tions and measures for meeting it. There is a statistical piece of

paper that I won^t even bother to read. Both of them will be
available to you afterward so you don't need to take notes on it.

[Reading] Drought conditions in many parts of the country

have continued to increase in severity. Portions of our livestock

industry are facing virtual liquidation. Damage to the whole
agricultural economy in these areas has been great. Hardship
among thousands of farm families has been intense.

The Federal Govemment has been active for many months in

devising and carrying out emergency programs to deal with the

consequences of this drought. The administration is determined

to continue these efforts vigorously. Every step that can legiti-

mately be taken to alleviate these conditions will be taken.

In order to make possible—and this is the new part of it—^in
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order to make possible the continued flow of feed into these dis-

aster drought areas at reduced prices until Congress reconvenes,

I have today directed that the supplies of feed heretofore and

hereafter furnished by the Commodity Credit Corporation under

this program shall be without reimbursement to the Corporation

from presently authorized funds. This direction, in conjunction

with the $40 million appropriated by Congress and the funds

allocated by me from the President's disaster emergency fund,

will insure that the drought relief program shall go forward imtil

Congress can review the program in January. [Ends reading]

The "without reimbursement" finding is the thing that adds a

very great deal to the current possibility for dealing with it. As I

say, there is an additional document of statistics that may be of

some interest to you.^

As you know, during a recess of Congress there is a constant

stream of congressional leaders meeting with the executive de-

partments in an effort to produce legislative programs to be

entered into the succeeding session of the Congress.

This has been going on, and the staffs of the executive depart-

ments have been working to produce such a program. On the

17th, 1 8th, and 19th of December we are asking all of the party

leaders in both Houses to come in to sort of firm up and examine

the various subjects that have been under study for the past many
weeks, and to go into the program that will be submitted when

Congress convenes.

It has to do, of course, with the State of the Union Message and

all the supporting documents that will go along with it.

Now, in the course of the 17th, i8th, and 19th, we hope to get

in a majority of the committee chairmen who have important

^The President referred to a White House release outlining other steps taken by

the administration in aid of agriculture. The release covered such matters as drought

relief (Federal aid extended to 15 States and Hawaii, including $110 million for farm

credits and $50 million for emergency feed, grain, and hay), and the cattle price

program (purchases equivalent to 750,000 head of cattle, sales promotion in coopera-

tion with the beef industry resulting in increased prices on the farm for both feeder

and slaughter cattle, and the reduction by half of rail rates for feed and cattle).
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parts to play in the carrying out or effecting of the program so that

everybody can be in accord.

There will probably be other meetings, as usual, after that date,

but that will be sort of a full-dress get-together to make sure that

we are all coordinated.

There has been some query directed to Mr. Hagerty about my
personal plans for Thanksgiving, and he asked me if I would

say I am going to Augusta—I hope. My children and grand-

children are in Georgia, and I hope to have the Thanksgiving

holiday with them. If that is of any interest, that is the news; I

hope to leave here something like the 24th and come back, then,

on Sunday night.

Now, I think that is about all that I had of my own, and we
are ready to take questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, I wonder

if, from the disclosures that came out of the current aspects of the

Harry Dexter White case, do you see any need for legislative

recommendations to deal with this situation or similar situations?

THE PRESIDENT. I should Kkc to make clear, ladies and gentle-

men, that so far as this case itself is concerned, I haven't another

single word to say about it, certainly not at this time, and don't

intend to openmy mouth about it.

Now, you raise another question, Mr. Smith, one that is of great

significance; and I would hate to answer it, you might say, off the

cuff because I haven't discussed the particular thing. I would,

if that is of real interest to you, try to talk to some of my people and

see if there is anything in the wind of that kind.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

last Sunday on television, Mr. Leonard Hall, the Chairman of

the Republican National Committee, left some of us with the

impression that the No. i issue for the Republicans in next year's

congressional campaign would be exposures of Communist infil-

tration in the Government under previous administrations.

I wondered what relative position in the campaign you thought

this should take in relationship to the dynamic forward-looking
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program which you have mentioned to us?

THE PRESIDENT. I think I would express myself this way: issues

in political campaigns are not made by any individual, and that

includes the President of the United States. Issues are made, as

I see it, by the needs of the country; and the needs of the country,

I think, in many lines loom up as obvious and self-evident. We
don't have to go into them in great detail here this morning.

Obviously, certain phases of our agriculture are in bad shape.

We know that we have certain tax revisions and reforms and

changes that are coming up, some of them already prescribed by

law. We know that expenditures of the Federal Government is

a thing on which we have been working. We know that the

cleaning out in Government, of course, is important; but I believe

it was in my state of the Union speech last January where I

cheerfully acknowledged that the cleaning up of Government,

the executive branches of Government, is an Executive

responsibility.

I am proceeding with my associates as strongly and as earnestly

and as thoroughly as I can in that direction, and I am certainly

earnestly trying to do it without doing injustice to any individual,

because I don't believe that we can afford to destroy inside

what we think we are protecting from the outside.

Now, I hope that this whole thing will be a matter of history

and of memory by the time the next election comes around.

I don't believe we can live in fear of each other forever, and

I really hope and believe that this administration is proceeding

decently and justly to get this thing straightened out.

I hope that answers your question.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, does your

reply to Mr. Smith cover the statement of Mr. Brownell yesterday

that he would seek legislation to give immunity to certain wit-

nesses who seek the protection of the fifth amendment? Did he

discuss that with you?

THE PRESIDENT. That particular point has not been discussed

with me.
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Q. Mrs. Craig : That has not?

THE PRESIDENT. But that would bc unquestionably his recom-

mendation, and I will then discuss it. As I say, when I have made
up my own mind about that, I wouldn't object to discussing it

with this body. I don't want to now in the absence of a formed

judgment ofmy own.

Q. Richard L. Wilson, Cowles Publications: Mr. President,

when you referred to the meeting of September i8th and 19th

THE PREsroENT. December.

Q. Mr. Wilson: I mean December 17th, i8th, and 19th, I

believe you said that you were asking all the party leaders. I

wondered if you meant by that only the Republican leaders or

also the Democratic leaders?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of coursc, first we would get the Re-

publican leaders and such Republican chairmen as need to come.

But before, and well before the measures have to be acted on, well,

I will certainly take adequate and effective measures to make
certain, in these things that we regard as bipartisan in character,

that the other side will be thoroughly consulted.

Q. Mr. Wilson: There has been some comment in the past of

a critical nature that, perhaps, because of the newness of the ad-

ministration there was a lack of team play in the last session of

Congress. I wonder if this is an effort to—this meeting has any

relation to that or whether there is any foundation to that?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, not neccssarily to the criticism, Mr.

Wilson; but I think that those of us who have had any experience

in the job of putting people, humans, together, great numbers

of humans, in support of any kind of a program or positive activity

or project, it takes a lot of conference in composing of views. I

don't intend to shirk my share of it, and to take my full responsi-

bility for doing it. Now, that is really what I am trying to do.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, I

understood you to say that you hoped that this whole Communist-

in-Government issue will be a matter of history by the next

election. Does that mean, sir, that you hope these committees
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of Congress that are investigating Communists in Government

will have finished up their work?

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. FolHard, there have been many ways

brought here in forms of questions to get me to comment on

Congress.

I acknowledge that Congress has their rights, they have their

constitutional duties and privileges; and while I can have personal

opinion about these things, I see no reason really for publicizing

or explaining them except when something that I believe is neces-

sary, you might say, to the welfare of this country, where I have to

speak out in a way that was unmistakable.

So I don't want to comment. We must acknowledge that

right to investigate, I would say. I do sincerely trust that the

need for any investigation, the need for it, will be so eliminated

that all will see it.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo News: Mr. President, some time ago

you spoke of being at work on a public statement regarding the

country's problems, I believe it was fair to say, about continental

defense and atomic energy and some other matters. Can you

tell us what the state of that is now?

THE PRESIDENT. I cau Say it is the most difficult problem to

deal with fairly and justly, when you consider the complicated

nature of alliances, of our own situation, and it is one that I am
still working on. I am still hopeful that before too long I can

lay this more clearly than it has yet been placed before the

American people and before the world.

But I simply must feel that the timing is correct and the infor-

mation that I have is not needlessly alarming, so that I cannot be

accused of falsely raising hysteria and, at the same time, being as

frank as I know how. It is extremely difficult.

Q. J. A. Livingston, Philadelphia Bulletin: Mr. President, are

you developing plans to counteract the decline in business which

seems to be indicated by the drop in steel and auto output and

employment?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I dou't know whether all of your state-
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merits are quite correct. I believe that unemployment in October

was the lowest it has been since 1943.

Q. Mr. Livingston: I said the drop in employment, Mr.

President.

THE pREsroENT. What's that?

Q. Mr. Livingston: I said the drop in employment.

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that is right; I think there have been

some people who have moved out of what is called the employ-

able class, older people, women, and some children. I believe

that is correct, in total employment.

Every week the subject ofmy conference with Dr. Arthur Bums,

whom I consider one of the ablest men in this whole field, one of

the subjects is to keep me informed as to what is going on there

with his plans when dealing with the other parts of Government,

as to what we can do, when we should do it, and how.

As you know, you get favorable and unfavorable indices about

the future always at the same time, and it becomes a delicate

matter of judgment. I will say this to you again: when it be-

comes clear that the Government has to step in, as far as I am
concemed, the full power of Government, of Government credit,

and of everything the Government has will move in to see that

there is no widespread unemployment and we never again have a

repetition of conditions that so many of you here remember when

we had unemployment.

Q. Frederick Kuh, Chicago Sun-Times: Mr. President, what

are the main topics or ideas that you intend to discuss with the

British and French Prime Ministers at Bermuda?

THE PRESIDENT. Most of them, I should think, would be obvi-

ous to you. The United States, France, and Britain have in com-

mon a lot of problems. We have NATO, we have many included

problems in NATO; we are together in Korea; our attitude in

Asia ; we have Indochina. We have numbers of problems around

the world in which all of us have a very great stake, and where it is

necessary that we have informal talks to see that we are proceed-

ing toward solutions or in the formulation of policy on common
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ground; and if conversation can eliminate causes for friction, that

is all to the good.

Actually, there is no formal agenda to be proposed by anyone

that I know of at this conference. It is to be an informal talk

among the individuals present.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Mr. President,

some time ago you saw the Prime Minister of Pakistan, and since

that time there have been stories indicating that Pakistan would

be interested in U.S. military aid, and might possibly grant us

bases in that country. Would you comment on that as to whether

you discussed it, and what you think?

THE PREsroENT. Well, everybody knows that there are diffi-

culties in that region, and I should say that America's policy is

always in developing friendships with others, to try to get people

to be friends with their own neighbors.

I should think we would be most cautious about doing anything

that would create unrest and distress or fear or hysteria in the

neighboring nation, say, in India. While the matter was not dis-

cussed in detail when the Prime Minister came to see me, the fact

is our effort would be to produce a friendship with that entire

subcontinent and not with just one group.

Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times: Mr. President, I under-

stand Senator Monroney spoke to you the other day about the

small proportion of the price which the Government is paying

for its processed beef. He said a small proportion was going to

the cattlemen, and very small, compared to what went to the

packers. Would you say what you think about that?

THE PRESIDENT. As you kuow, the Secretary of Agriculture

did start an investigation some weeks ago to determine whether

that price spread was justified.

Now, apparently—^it is a bit technical and I hope I have it

correctly—apparently the price spread between what the Govern-

ment is paying for its lunch program and the prices paid actually

at the central or big markets is not so out of line. But the unfor-

tunate part about this is that many of these people liquidating
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small numbers of cattle come in and, at what are known as the

small-town markets, will sell to a buyer at roughly sometimes not

much over half of what they get at the big market. So there is a

spread. He was coming in to suggest certain measures for closing

that spread somewhat, and getting more money right down to the

distressed farmer who has to get rid of his cattle. That plan has

been sent over to Secretary Benson and, I believe, arrangements

made for Senator Monroney to talk to Secretary Benson directly.

Q. Roscoe Drummond, New York Herald Tribune: Mr. Presi-

dent, may I return just a moment to the December 17 legislative

meeting?

THE PRESroENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Drummond: And without assuming that many things

may be discussed at this meeting, I just wondered if you could

indicate some of the subjects which you think would be especially

important to be a part of the legislative program in which you

would be most interested.

THE PREsroENT. There are so many things that I really don't

know where to start.

But, after all, you have the security program, and the expendi-

ture program of the whole budget. You have taxes. You have

efforts, of course, to balance the budget. Those subjects are all

related.

You will have a farm program that must be ready to go in;

you must have certain amendments to the labor law and a report

on the conclusions of the executive branch on this matter.

You will have the policy on public housing, slum clearance, on

extension of social security to where it must go, and as pledged in

the platform. There will be then, of course, the matter of foreign

aid, particularly the security portion—^military aid.

Well, there are numerous others that have to come up, Mr.

Drummond, and I certainly don't want the list I have given you

to be considered as exclusive. But it will be, I hope, as complete

a program right at the beginning as we can possibly make it.

Now, there are one or two subjects where we will have to be still

787



^ 249 Public Papers of the Presidents

a bit general because commissions appointed, with the approval

of Congress, will not yet have completely reported.

So, let us say in foreign trade, while I will unquestionably re-

peat my complete conviction that there has got to be an increase

in foreign trade, a freer flow of trade throughout the world if we
are going to have a free world really hang together, still I can't

talk in detail of what that Commission says.

So, one or two subjects will have to be dealt with—possibly

—

generally; but, all in all, I hope it will cover the whole field.

Q. Daniel Schorr, CBS—^Radio: You said you hoped the issue

of communism in Govemment would be over by the next election,

and you added later that you would not interfere with the legis-

lative branch in that connection.

Can your words be taken, however, as meaning that you would

not encourage persons in the executive branch or in the party of

which you are the titular leader to keep that issue alive?

THE PRESIDENT. To keep what?

Q. Mr. Schorr: The issue of communism in Govemment alive;

that you would not encourage people, the executive branch

THE PREsroENT. No. Look, let me make myself clear. I hope

that there is no more active opponent of communism as an ide-

ology in the world than I am.

I believe that our whole future prosperity and happiness in

this country depend upon the earnestness of our support of free

institutions.

Now, wherever that presses in on us, I expect to be there as well

as I know how, opposing it. But I do say that with the measures

we now take and the care we take to appointing people to Govem-
ment, and with the care that we have taken to look over these

people—as I gave you a report the other day, 1,456 people had
left the service either by resignation or because of some difficulty

in that regard—certainly I still believe that vigilance, eternal

vigilance, is the price of liberty, and I expect to exercise it.

What I mean is that I hope that the suspicion on the part of
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the American people that their Government services are, after

all, weak in this regard, that that will have disappeared through

the accomplishments of the executive branch.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President,

have you had any recent discussion concerning the International

Labor Organization, and if so, have you any comment to make
on our relationships to it?

THE PRESIDENT. As a matter of fact, you caught me at an un-

fortunate time.

I had a long conversation yesterday with Dr. Shotwell, and I

have looked into it; but I have laid aside certain subjects there

for further study and examination, and I am really not prepared

to talk on it intelligently,

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

does it look to you now as though you may have to ask Congress

to increase the national debt limit?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I would Say this, without now giving

my personal judgment, because I haven't conferred with the

Treasury in the last 3 or 4 weeks on this particular matter: I

would say it is a decision that probably won't be finally reached

until late December. As you know, if the bills coming in are of

a certain size, then it is just a must, we must act; but you can

always hope.

Q. Joseph A. Fox, Washington Evening Star: Mr. President,

I want to get one thing cleared up. These bipartisan congres-

sional conferences of which you spoke awhile ago, were those

intended to be after Congress gets back rather than the prelimi-

nary sessions?

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't givc you the exact details because I

haven't discussed the exact, what you might call, sequence of

events. Certainly I want to conduct bipartisanship, particularly

in foreign relations, on the basis where every view of the opposing

party is consulted and, as in the past, accommodated just as much
as we do our own. Now just how it will be done, Mr. Fox, I

can't say.
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Q. Mr. Fox: That is foreign affairs; you are not speaking of

domestic affairs?

THE PREsroENT. I am speaking of foreign affairs at the moment
or, you might say, that domestic questions are always bound to

come into any discussion of foreign affairs, as you know. So I

don't mean to say if you mention domestic subjects they have to

be thrown out of the room. I mean foreign affairs in all its

aspects will be discussed with them.

Q. Fletcher Knebel, Cowles Publications: In light of Mr.

Humphrey's speech in Detroit several weeks ago envisioning a

possible deficit next year of eight or nine billion dollars, do you

still have any substantial hope of balancing the budget?

THE PRESIDENT. For '55?

Q. Mr. Knebel: Yes.

THE PREsroENT. No, I dou't bclievc it can be done yet in '55.

There are certain places, you know, where we believe that taxes

we have had are unjust and probably stifle business more than

they produce revenue, and that will create some gap.

There have been unusual expenditures, particularly in the farm

program.

You see, for this past year, there was $800 million estimated for

payments in farm products—don't quote me exactly, but as I re-

member, it was $1,880 million—^so there have been some unusual

expenses that caused a little trouble.

No, I don't believe we can do it in '55, as I see it now.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: President

Truman has charged that your administration has now embraced
McCarthyism. Do you have any comment on that?

THE PREsroENT. I am ready to take the verdict of this body on

that.

Q. Several voices: We didn't hear the question.

THE PREsroENT. The question was whether this administration

has embraced something called McCarthyism. To start with, it

is a term that I don't particularly understand, but I said I am
ready to take the judgment of this body whether there is any

truth in such a statement.
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Q. Frank van der Linden, Nashville Banner: Mr. Brownell

has some other duties. He is supposed to present a brief to the

Supreme Court in about 2 weeks regarding the Justice Depart-

ment's position on the question of racial segregation in the public

schools.

Do you plan to confer with him before he puts that brief in

the Court?

THE PRESIDENT. Indeed I do. We confer regularly, and this

subject comes up along with others, constantly.

Q. Francis M. Stephenson, New York Daily News: Mr.
President, speaking of Mr. Brownell, the office of Solicitor Gen-
eral, I think, has been vacant since last February, and I was won-
dering has he ever made any recommendation to you on that, to

fill that?

THE PREsroENT. We havc talked over people that we wanted
to put there, but for one reason or another they either went to

other tasks or something tumed up that we couldn't get them.

We have been very, very interested in getting the finest man
that we can in the United States for the job.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's twen- 10:30 to 10:57 o'clock on Wednes-
ty-first news conference was held in day morning, November 18, 1953.
the Executive Office Building from In attendance: 179.

250 ^ Remarks at a Luncheon Meeting of the

General Board of the National Council of Churches.

November 18, 1953

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen:

Among the more pleasant duties that devolve upon the Chief

Executive is that of greeting here in the Capital bodies of Ameri-
can citizens that meet to devote themselves, and rededicate them-

selves to the service of America and to humanity.
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When I think of this body as a religious body, I do feel, you

might say, a bit of unfitness for being here. For though I am
deeply religious in my convictions, I am certainly probably more

fully aware than anyone else of my shortcomings as a religious

being in the sense that we should like people to be.

Now I feel a very definite reason for being here. I happen to

be the Chief Executive of a nation of which the Government is

merely a translation in the political field of a deeply-felt religious

faith. The Magna Charta, our Declaration of Independence,

and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man were certainly

nothing else than the attempt on the part of men to state that in

their government there would be recognized the principle of the

equality of man, the dignity of man. That is a completely false

premise unless we recognize the Supreme Being, in front of whom
we are all equal.

So the fact that our Government rests and is founded on a

deeply-felt religious faith gives to my appearance, even before

such a body, a certain validity—say, a certain fitness.

Moreover, a great deal of my life has been led in a profession

that is supposed to be almost the antithesis of the profession of

you men of the cloth. I used to uphold with very great ve-

hemence the theory that we were identical in our purposes, in our

dedication to free government which means in some form or

another a dedication to the dignity of man and, therefore, to the

glory of God.

I believe that every soldier—every American soldier, at least

—

seeking to find within his own soul some reason for being on

the battlefield, for enduring the things he has to endure there,

has in the long run got to fix this relationship in his own mind

if he is to be really a soldier who can carry forward the terrible

load that devolves upon him in those circumstances. And so

I think, therefore, it is fitting that I should be allowed to come

over and to greet this body.

I have one further reason for saying this: I believe that if there

is one single word that could define free government, it is coopera-
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tion. Free government is based, among other things, on the theory

that problems which the individual man cannot solve for himself

will be solved by cooperation, not by regimentation.

As I understand it, this body is met to devise ways and means
to cooperate in the great religious life of America, so that differ-

ences in dogma, or ritual—as a matter of fact, I am not sure

just exactly how you describe it—^will be minimized and co-

operation will center around those things that are at the bottom

of the life of this country: that is, the readiness to cooperate, the

recognition that man is a person and an entity of dignity in front

of his God, regardless of his religion or his race, or any other

such things of inconsequential character. You are cooperating

in order that this great recognition that man is after all basically

a spiritual being and not merely an animal, or physical thing,

you are cooperating to bring that understanding home with more
force to each of us.

In doing so, I thoroughly believe that not only will it operate

better and more effectively to the advancement of religion in the

United States, it will advance all of us in the practice of democracy
as it should be practiced in this country.

And so again I say, I still believe that unworthy as I am, it is

fitting from the official standpoint at least, to say nothing of my
personal convictions, that I bid you welcome to the Capital and
hope you have a successful meeting.

Now, I might say I am going to address a group for a moment,
before I hope to get in an afternoon of golf, that possibly will be
more fitting to a soldier—I am going to talk to a bunch of icemen.
And before I went to West Point that is what I was.

note: The President spoke at 12:43 Martin, President of the National
p.m. at the Statler Hotel in Washing- Council of Churches of Christ in the
ton. His opening words "Mr. Chair- United States of America,
man" referred to Bishop William C.
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251 ^ Remarks Upon Receiving an Honorary

Degree From Catholic University.

November 19, 1953

Your Eminences, Your Excellencies, Right Reverend and Rev-

erend Fathers, members and friends of the great family of

Catholic University:

First, I should like to make of record the deep sense of distinc-

tion I feel in the honor conferred upon me by the trustees of this

great university. I personally hold that the greatest honor that

can come to an individual under the various aspects of our Western
civilization is to be awarded an honorary doctorate by one of our

great educational institutions.

I should like also to address a word to your new Rector. Now,
my own sojourn as a President of a university was not long enough
to entitle me to speak to him in words of advice. Moreover, sir,

I should say that fairness and frankness compel me to say that I

heard no great clamor or outcry or protest or incidents of any

kind when I left the exalted ranks of college presidents and again

donned the uniform ofmy country.

But I was privileged to stay long enough in such a position to

confirm my belief—^my faith—^that in the institutions of higher

learning, in the secondary and primary schools of this country,

there is, almost, our greatest opportunity to help satisfy man's

oldest yearning; to live in peace with his fellows.

I believe that in the university resides a great opportunity and
a great responsibility to bring about a peace that is based upon
the only durable values.

Those who seek peace in terms of military strength alone, I am
certain, are doomed to end up in the agony of the battlefield.

There is no peace only in tanks and in guns and in planes and in

bombs—even with the most terrifying instruments of destruction

that science has produced. I am convinced there is no peace

alone in edicts and treaties, no matter how solemnly signed.
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There is none in economic arrangements, no matter how favor-

able they will be. Not in these things alone. There must be

knowledge, and there must be understanding to use knowledge.

And the understanding cannot be only of ourselves and of our

aspirations and of our hopes, and the knowledge that our purposes

are pure. We must have understanding of others, and realize

among other things that people the world over have, after all,

many things in common.
It is my unshakeable conviction that no people, as such, wants

war. On the contrary, I believe that the longing for peace

among those people that we now must class as hostile to us is as

great as it is among us. Else, why would their leaders have con-

stantly to urge upon them an argument that we know to be false,

that the free world wants war?

In this understanding, that I believe must undergird and sub-

stantiate the validity of any kind of peace treaty among the na-

tions, is an understanding of the essential spiritual character of

man. Here in such a university as this, it seems to me there is

sort of a happy marriage between the determination to instruct in

the spiritual and moral values of life, as well as to develop the

intellectual capacity of the students. Only as they grasp these

truths and learn to understand, to appreciate and to sympathize
with these longings of mankind, are we going to build a true

peace.

And so let us by no means neglect the strength that we must
have, the military strength, the economic strength. Let us by no
means neglect anything that we can do through the normal chan-
nels of diplomacy and by agreements among ourselves. But let

us remember that we must achieve, first, among those who think
somewhat as we do, a unity—a unity based upon an understand-
ing of these basic aspirations and values. And then in that
strength of unity, seek tirelessly to convince others that a world
of peace will be a world of prosperity and happiness, the kind of
world in which men can satisfy their natural longing—their ma-
terial, their spiritual, and intellectual aspirations.
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In all of these things, it seems to me, the university has a special

responsibility—a special opportunity. And in that sense, I ad-

dress myself to the new Rector in terms of envy. Unworthy as I

am, I should like to have that task.

Thank you very much.

NOTE : The degree of Doctor of Laws his remarks the President referred to

was presented to the President by the the Most Reverend Bryan J. Mc-
Most Reverend Patrick A. O'Boyle, Entegart, Rector of the University.

Archbishop of Washington. During

252 ^ Remarks Upon Receiving the America's

Democratic LegacyAward at a B'nai B'rith Dinner

in Honor of the 40th Anniversary of the Anti-

Defamation League. November 23, 1953

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Schultz, ladies and gentlemen:

For such an award, from such a group, I shall ever be grateful.

No matter how unworthy any individual may be, no matter how
much he may appreciate his own shortcomings in attaining the

ideals in which he himself believes, it is still a moment of the most

intense satisfaction when some organization standing as it does

—

as this one does—for the great human rights, chooses to present

its armual emblem to that individual. So I thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, for many years I have been served by

able staffs, in war and in peace. I have a staff now of which I

am intensely proud. It is composed of individuals who are capa-

ble, efficient, and they are dedicated to my welfare and to my
success. They are always anxious that I do well, no matter where

I appear. And tonight was no exception. I have been briefed

and briefed and briefed. I have heard more lectures on civil

liberties, the people who have stood for them, the dangers to

them ; and what I should say than you can imagine.

Now, from the beginning I was aware of one thing—^possibly
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two, I should say. First: any man who has been served by

staffs, no matter how dedicated, must learn when to say no. And
secondly: I knew that I was appearing before a body of experts,

and I was not going to talk about something of which they knew

a lot more than I do.

And so, with your indulgence, I want to tell you about an idea

that came to me as I was sitting here this evening. When I saw

an array of artists appearing on the stage, there suddenly came
back to me an old Fourth of July statement—all the speeches

that men used to make on the Fourth of July. Now I am not

going to take up your time with the two hours that they used to

spend in getting to the only punch line that they had : "I am proud

to be an American!"

As you looked at that array of artists, weren't you proud that

a man's ability, or a lady's ability, entitled them to appear before

such a body as this?

Now, why are we proud? Are we proud because we have the

richest acres in the world? I have heard that the Nile Valley

is one of the richest places in the world; now it has a great nation,

but do you want to give up your citizenship for that of a nation

that has merely the richest ground, the richest minerals under-

neath its soil? I have heard that the European annual production

on its acres is about double that of ours, by reason of their de-

voted work—^hand work on their farms. But we don't want to

be citizens of Europe. We don't want to go any place, even if

their buildings are older than ours, or their culture is older, or

they are more sophisticated. We love America.

Why are we proud? We are proud, first of all, because from

the beginning of this Nation, a man can walk upright, no matter

who he is, or who she is. He can walk upright and meet his

friend—or his enemy; and he does not fear that because that

enemy may be in a position of great power that he can be suddenly

thrown in jail to rot there without charges and with no recourse

to justice. We have the habeas corpus act, and we respect it.

I was raised in a little town of which most of you have never
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heard. But in the West it is a famous place. It is called Abilene,

Kansas. We had as our marshal for a long time a man named
Wild Bill Hickok. If you don't know anything about him, read

your Westerns more. Now that town had a code, and I was
raised as a boy to prize that code.

It was: meet anyone face to face with whom you disagree.

You could not sneak up on him from behind, or do any damage
to him, without suffering the penalty of an outraged citizenry.

If you met him face to face and took the same risks he did, you
could get away with almost anything, as long as the bullet was in

the front.

And today, although none of you has the great fortune, I think,

of being from Abilene, Kansas, you live after all by that same code

in your ideals and in the respect you give to certain qualities. In

this country, if someone dislikes you, or accuses you, he must come
up in front. He cannot hide behind the shadow. He cannot as-

sassinate you or your character from behind, without suffering the

penalties an outraged citizenry will impose.

Now, you know, I must go back for a moment to what I said

awhile ago. I picked up my own subject as I came here. The
only responsibility I have is to watch some individual in front of

me, who has cards after I have used up all my time. I just notice

he says go ahead, it's all right.

I would not want to sit down this evening without urging one

thing: if we are going to continue to be proud that we are Ameri-
cans, there must be no weakening of the code by which we have
lived; by the right to meet your accuser face to face, if you have

one; by your right to go to the church or the synagogue or even

the mosque of your own choosing; by your right to speak your

mind and be protected in it.

Ladies and gentlemen, the things that make us proud to be

Americans are of the soul and of the spirit. They are not the

jewels we wear, or the furs we buy, the houses we live in, the

standard of living, even, that we have. All these things are won-
derful to the esthetic and to the physical senses.

798



Dwight D. Eisenhower^ igss ^ 253

But let us never forget that the deep things that are American

are the soul and the spirit. The Statue of Liberty is not tired,

and not because it is made of bronze. It is because no matter

what happens, here the individual is dignified because he is

created in the image of his God. Let us not forget it.

I am not going to try to be spectacular and ask you all to rise in

imitation of the Allegiance to the Flag, and repeat the old Fourth

of July statements, as I once did when I was 6 years old in the

McKinley campaign. A good Republican won that year. We
all said, after the speaker, "I am proud to be an American."

But if I could leave with you one thought, you not only will

repeat it every day of your life, but you will say, "I will do my
part to make it always true for my children and my grand-

children."

Thank you.

note: The President spoke at 7:54 National President of B'nai B'rith,

p.m. at the Mayflower Hotel in and Henry Edward Schultz, National

Washington. In his opening words Chairman of the Anti-Defamation

he referred to Philip M. Klutznick, League.

253 ^ Remarks of the Presidenton Thanksgiving

Day in Augusta, Georgia. November 26, 1953

AMERICA, of course, has countless things for which to be thank-

ful on this November 26th. But I think the most important is

this : for the first Thanksgiving in the last four, we sit down to our

traditional Thanksgiving feast without the fear of the casualty

list hanging over us. We don't, longer, have to worry about the

killing in Korea.

Now, my wife and I are just exactly like many thousands of

other families in America tonight. We have home our son.

But what is far more important than that is that our grand-
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children have home their daddy; our Barbie has her husband

home.

We are very, very thankful, and I am certain that I speak for

thousands and thousands of other families in America, when I

say: may we never again have to have our loved ones go off to

war.

254 ^ The President's News Conference of

December 2^ i953-

THE PRESIDENT. Two or three subjects this morning, ladies and

gentlemen, I will volunteer.

First, about the United States delegation going to Bermuda,

the list has been mimeographed, and it is outside.^ You may pick

it up as you go out.

My plane, with most of the party aboard, at least, will leave at

8 o'clock on Friday morning.

The occasion promises to be a very busy one from all I can see,

but there is really no formal agenda as usually characterizes such

meetings. In other words, while I can't say that any subjects will

not be discussed, I have no list of subjects that will be discussed.

Some of you may have been following the reports that have

come from the countries that Vice President Nixon has visited.

The reports coming to me both through the news channels and

through official reports are most encouraging.

He will be back on December 14 and, of course, all of us are

looking forward to getting his personal report. His visit, I am

* Members of the U.S. group as announced by the White House follow: the

President; the Secretary of State; Thomas E. Stephens, Secretary to the President;

James G. Hagerty, Press Secretary to the President; C. D. Jackson, Special Assistant

to the President; Douglas MacArthur II, Counselor of the Department of State; Liv-

ingston T. Merchant, Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs; Robert R.

Bowie, Director, Policy Planning Staff, Department of State; Frank Nash, Assistant

Secretary of Defense; Comdr. Edward L. Beach, Naval Aide to the President; and
Maj. Gen. Howard McG. Snyder, Physician to the President.
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certain, has done much to bring the feeling between our own
Government and the Govemments of these Asian countries which

he has visited into a closer concert, and for both of us to realize

how many of our interests are parallel and, therefore, create an

atmosphere for cooperation.

Now, there—of course, some of you may have noticed in the

papers, there have been a number of subjects that have been at-

tracting a lot of interest, and getting a lot of headlines.

Now, I have prepared a written statement, and the reason I

have written it is for two reasons really: one, is because it is going

to be the only words I have to say on these different subjects; but,

secondly, so that you may have personal quotes, if you want to

use them. You will get this paper outside, and you can use it for

any purpose that you see fit.

[Reading] I am in full accord with the statements made yester-

day by Secretary Dulles in his press conference.^ I would like to

add this comment to what he said : the easiest thing to do with

great power is to abuse it—to use it to excess. This most powerful

of the free nations must not permit itself to grow weary of the

processes of negotiation and adjustment that are fundamental

to freedom. If it should turn impatiently to coercion of other

free nations, our brand of coercion, so far as our friends are con-

cerned, would be a mark of the imperialist rather than of the

leader.

What America is doing abroad in the way of military and

economic assistance is as much a part of our own security program

as our military efforts at home. We hope to be able to maintain

these overseas elements of our security program as long as our

enlightened self-interest requires, even though we may, and prob-

ably we always will, have various differences of opinion with the

nations receiving our aid.

We do this because unity among free nations is our only hope

for survival in the face of the worldwide Soviet conspiracy backed

' Secretary Dulles' statement is published in the Department of State Bulletin (vol.

29, p. 811).
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by the weight of Soviet military power. This struggle dominates

all other considerations of our times. The issue—^freedom versus

communism—^is a life and death matter. To my mind it is the

struggle of the ages.

This fact arouses justifiable concern about commimism in our

own Government. I repeat my previously expressed conviction

that fear of Communists actively undermining our Government

will not be an issue in the 1954 elections. Long before then this

administration will have made such progress in rooting them out

under the security program developed by Attorney General

Brownell that this can no longer be considered a serious menace.

As you already know, about 1500 persons who were security risks

have already been removed. Fair, thorough, and decent investi-

gations, followed by unhesitating corrective action, are the most

effective—and the only efficient—^way to get this necessary job

done.

By next fall I hope that the public, no longer fearful that Com-
munists are destructively at work within the Government, will

wish to commend the efficiency of this administration in eliminat-

ing this menace to the Nation's security. The people must have

the facts on this important subject in order to reach sound con-

clusions. As provided for in the liberalized regulations of this

administration, established facts, so far as the national security

permits, will continue to be made available.

The best way to keep subversives out of the Govemment is not

to employ them in the first place. The administration will con-

tinue to hunt for any that are present and, of course, any sub-

versives located by a congressional committee will be removed

promptly just as will any others.

In all that we do to combat subversion, it is imperative that we
protect the basic rights of loyal American citizens. I am deter-

mined to protect those rights to the limit of the powers of the office

with which I have been entrusted by the American people.

In my judgment, the efficiency and vision with which the

Govemment is administered by this Republican administration,
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and whether or not the Congress enacts a progressive, dynamic

program enhancing the welfare of all tjie people of our country,

will determine the future political complexion of the Congress

and the future of the administration. I am convinced that those

who fight for the program that I shall soon submit to the Congress

will deserve and will receive the respect and support of the Ameri-

can people.

In any event, unless the Republican Party can develop and

enact such a program for the American people, it does not deserve

to remain in power. But, I know that these sentiments are shared

by the vast majority of the Republicans in this coimtry, particu-

larly by my close associates both in the Senate and in the House

of Representatives. Because of this unity of feeling such a pro-

gram will be enacted. [Ends reading]

Now, that is what I am going to say about these late headlines,

and on that and any closely related subjects, there is not another

word to say. With that one proviso, I will mount the usual

weekly cross and let you drive the nails.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

on the basis of the latest Russian note, what do you feel are the

prospects for a meeting of the Western powers with representa-

tives of the Soviet Union?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think, Mr. Arrowsmith, there has to be

a lot of study given to this matter.

I wouldn't want to make a real guess at this moment because

while I have conferred with the Secretary of State about it several

times, we have decided that this is, of course, one subject that

must be studied very thoroughly before we express an official

opinion about it.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President, I

have a question which you may consider related to that statement;

if so, I would respectfully withdraw it, and that is, have you con-

sidered the creation of a national commission to study this whole

problem of Communists and spies in Government?

THE pREsroENT. Just bcforc I came over here, one of the staff
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brought in to me a notice—it is something that had escaped my
attention so far—^that this had been suggested. I simply haven't

studied it. There have been, of course, a number of outsiders

called in to see whether this has been a real menace—to take a

look. I would say this : I will approach such a proposition with

an open mind, take a look at it. I just haven't formed a real

conclusion as yet.

Q. David P. Sentner, Hearst Newspapers: Mr. President,

would you care to state whether the present position of the United

States on the entry of Communist China into the U.N. will be a

subject for negotiation at Bermuda, I mean negotiation, not

discussion?

THE PRESIDENT. I should Say—and I think this view is shared

by all my associates—that under present circumstances that ques-

tion is not open to negotiation with anybody, under present

circumstances.

Q. Walter T. Ridder, St. Paul Pioneer Press and Dispatch:

Mr. President, could you tell us what your own personal and

specific hopes will be as to what comes out of the Bermuda
conference?

THE PRESIDENT. You will pardou me if I reminisce just a little

bit. In war, when you go and launch a battle, you know there

are certain things you can do; you know there are a few other

things that will come along if you have reasonably good luck, and
then you have some very big hopes; so it applies here in a way. I

couldn't possibly describe all the hopes that might eventually grow
out of such a meeting. There are certain things that we know
will happen.

In conversations with my very old and very good friend. Sir

Winston, and with Mr. Laniel, whom I know and admire, but

I have not known him like I know Sir Winston, there should

come about a better imderstanding among us of each other's

problems—of the situation, for example, of France in Indochina,

of Britain in Iran and Egypt, and all those places, and ourselves

in certain areas of the globe.
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We can get a better understanding of what each is trying to do,

and see whether we can't coordinate all of our actions so as to be

fair to everybody in this world that we want and are trying to

gain as our friends, and still not get into clashes, one with the

other.

All of this business of international negotiation—and I have

been aware of this for a long time—^is very intricate, very delicate;

and it seems even more easy for international associates to develop

quick and sometimes violent misunderstandings of the other fel-

low's motives than it is right here in Washington among some of

the different groups. [Laughter]

Now, it is an effort to keep these from occurring or to cure such

as have occurred, that such a meeting basically takes place. But

in doing so you take up a whole series of specific problems.

Frankly, you practically move around the world discussing this,

discussing that, what do we do, what is the best thing to do, and

try to reach a composite and cooperative decision on the thing.

Now, that is, I think, the best that I can say on the whole sub-

ject as of this moment.

I have, of course, a number of things that I know I am going

to bring up, just as little details of these points that I am now
speaking. Mr. Dulles may have others. I don't know whether

he mentioned them yesterday or not; but in any event, as I said

before, there is no formal agenda for the meeting.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Mr. President,

Secretary Dulles did say yesterday that in his view the real basic

issue between the West and the Soviet Union was the question of

whether the Russians would ever admit what he called "a fresh

breath of freedom behind the Iron Curtain." Would you agree

with that view?

THE pREsroENT. Well, I should say there are many, many ways

of expressing the hope that the aspirations and actions of these

two great categories of nations in the world can be brought into

a common realization that only through peaceful solutions to our

problems is there any happiness or any prosperity for anybody.
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There are many ways of stating it, but I certainly believe that

we are going to be adamant on one thing : the right of ourselves to

have the government of our own choosing; and, certainly, in

principle the right of every other nation to have a government of

its own choosing—certainly anybody that is classed as our friend.

Now, if you carry that principle on into action, I think then

nobody that believes as we do could possibly have any kick.

Foster must have meant something like that when he said "a

breath of freedom," which must have meant giving to all satellite

countries the right to determine their own form of government.

I believe that that defines it about as well as I would know how.

Q. Joseph C. Harsch, Christian Science Monitor: Mr. Presi-

dent, if this also borders on the forbidden zone, I will also respect-

fully withdraw it.

Sir, last week you referred in a speech you made to the right of

Americans to face their accuser. Since you made that statement

some question has been raised as to the extent to which that right

is actually recognized or can be in the security operations of the

Government.

My question is, have you taken any steps to determine the

proper relationship between the right and the security of investi-

gations of the Federal Government?

THE PREsroENT. Do you mean security investigation within the

Federal Government?

Q. Mr. Harsch: Within the Federal Government, sir, yes.

THE PREsroENT. The one point I must make clear: employ-

ment in the Federal Government is not a right of citizenship, it is

a privilege; and if there is real justifiable belief and conviction

that a person is a risk, you certainly cannot keep them in a delicate

position, and in certain instances probably couldn't keep them at

all.

In other words, when you are looking into the fitness of an in-

dividual to work for the Federal Government, it is not the same

as assassinating a man's character or charging him openly with

being a spy.
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So, for one thing that I have insisted upon, that there be no
effort in this security program to assassinate anybody's character,

and to damn him forever as a spy or anything of that kind.

But I do believe that there is some difference between deter-

mining whether or not a man should work for the Federal Govern-

ment and charging any one of us here with a heinous crime of any

kind.

Q. Daniel Schorr, CBS—Radio: Mr. President, you made a

rather cautious statement about the latest Russian note, as did

Secretary Dulles yesterday, saying that it needed further study.

In view of that, do you know what was the basis for Foreign

Secretary Eden's statement in Commons the day before yesterday,

that he had every reason to beUeve the United States would en-

dorse the idea of a meeting with the Russian Foreign Minister?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, wc havc time and again issued invita-

tions. Now, the thing that needs study is, are the conditions that

we consider indispensable reasonably met; that is what requires

very serious study. Moreover, following the policy in which I

most sincerely believe, of treating our allies as partners, there

comes the problem of discussing with governmental leaders in the

world just what are their attitudes and beliefs and convictions.

No one individual or no one country possesses all the wisdom in

the world, so there is a lot of investigation to be done before

serious moves of this kind are imdertaken; that is all I meant.

Q. Mr. Schorr: Does that mean, sir, that this Government is

willing to have such a meeting on suitable conditions?

THE PRESIDENT. Wc always have said that under conditions

in which we could be assured of the good faith of the meeting,

we were always, and as a matter of fact, we have joined in issuing

invitations.

Q. Mr. Schorr : Since we have asked for a meeting on Germany
and Austria ourselves, if assured that the meeting will discuss

Germany and Austria, at least first, would that be considered a

suitable condition?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I am not going—^look, you are putting
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down conditions that I don't know are going to exist, and I think

I will just stop speculating on this point at this moment.

Q. Laurence H. Burd, Chicago Tribune : Mr. President, do you

expect to have specific recommendations for tax revision ready

for Congress in January or soon after?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I think so; yes. As you know, in Wash-

ington time seems to have a habit of collapsing on you; right at

the moment that you get into the very busy work of preparing

budgets and programs, people have to leave and go off to NATO
meetings, and I am suddenly going to Bermuda, and everything

happens. I don't say there might not be a few days' delay here

or there, but in general, yes.

Q. Mr. Burd : Well, in view of your previous statement that

you don't expect to balance—don't think you can balance the

budget

THE PRESIDENT. YcS.

Q. Mr. Burd: ^in the next—^will these recommendations

be directed at more total revenue than we are now getting or

THE PRESIDENT. No, I doubt if wc cau get more total revenue

or should try to get more total revenue.

Q. Mr. Burd: Then it is a more long-term objective to bring

expenditures down?
THE PRESIDENT. Indeed, yes.

Q. Mr. Burd : To our present or somewhat lower tax level?

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, through coustaut improvement in man-
agement methods and in those improvements we even take credit

in advance. We are certain that these people can produce sav-

ings through management improvement, elimination of all kinds

of duplication, so that the budget will reflect that belief and
conviction.

On top of that, constantly under study is every phase of the de-

fensive program, which, all in all, takes 70 percent of the budget.

There, it becomes a very serious question because you certainly

don't want, and I think no one wants, to damage the security pros-

808



Dwight D. Eisenhower^ ig^s ^ 254

pects of this country. That is clear. So the question becomes,

how do you cut expenses in that great

Q. Mr. Burd: Is it still your view that the business tax, the

corporate tax, should be held at its present level rather than drop

back next spring?

THE PRESIDENT. Well uow, I am not going to talk about the

details of this, because I have promised the Secretary of the

Treasury, among other things, that I would not talk about its

details. I don't know what this means and what corporations

might do.

I think, if you will excuse me, I will wait imtil that program

comes up.

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times : Mr. President, have

you any views now on the proposed cut of 10 percent in the Army?
Secretary Wilson mentioned that.

THE PRESIDENT. Oh, I dou't kuow that I could specify a per-

centage. I do know that the Korean war is now in, let's say, at

least in a quiescent state; it's gone to a cold war status. We
don't have casualty lists.

Therefore, the supplies that are going out are no longer great

quantities of ammunition and all that sort of thing. Supporting

units don't need to be as strong, do they? You don't have to have

all the way the pipeline constantly crowded with people to take

care of casualties. There are savings all the way along the line.

Moreover, let us remember that without the fault of anybody,

the Korean partial mobilization was made under conditions of

hurry, of "get the thing done," and it would be only miraculous if

there were no mistakes made on the side of, let's say, overmobiliza-

tion. So the problem is to find the people in this whole Military

Establishment that are not necessary and that, I think, is what

Secretary Wilson is referring to. Certainly units that are closest

to the hostile position are not going to be reduced in strength, by

no manner of means, until the time comes that political con-

siderations make such movement possible.
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Q. Mrs. May Craig, Maine papers: Mr. President, during the

last campaign much was said about corruption in the Department

of Justice imder the Democrats. Are you aware of the Demo-
cratic charges now being made against your Department of

Justice?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I havc seen a lot of headlines about one

individual, at least, but that is all. Oh, yes, you mean in these

outlying cities?

I had a conference with the Attomey General, and he tells me
he is going to release, I suppose today, a complete factual state-

ment on all of these things. I don't mind telling you, ladies and

gentiemen, as far as I am concerned, I will help go after cor-

ruption wherever it can be found in Government.

As far as my confidence in the Attomey General is concerned,

it is exactly what it is in all other members of my Cabinet. I

would not know how to change any one of them for the better;

and that does not mean that any of us, particularly including me,

will not and has notmade mistakes.

I am not going to say that there is any himian on this earth that

is perfect. I have got a little too much sense for that; but I do
say that the motives, the actions of these people, are inspired by
one thing, the good of this country, and we will publish every

fact the national security will allow in order that people can judge
of this conviction for themselves.

Edwin Dayton Moore, United Press: Thank you, Mr.
President.

note: President Eisenhower's twen- 10:33 to 10:58 o'clock on Wednes-
ty-second news conference was held in day morning, December 2, 1 953. In

the Executive Office Building from attendance: 189.
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255 ^ Joint Statementby the President, the

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, and the

President of the Council of Ministers of France

Following the Bermuda Conference.

December y^ 1953

THE PRESIDENT of the United States, the Prime Minister of

the United Kingdom and the President of the Council of Min-

isters of the French Republic, accompanied by the Foreign Min-

isters of the three countries, met in Bermuda from the 4th to 7th of

December, 1953. At their meeting they discussed their policies

regarding many parts t>f the world where their countries have

obligations. On the conclusion of the Conference they issued the

following statement:

I.

Our meetings symbolized and confirmed the unity of purpose

of our three countries. We found ourselves in accord on our

analysis of the problems confronting us and have agreed on vari-

ous measures essential for their solution.

Confident that our united strength is the best guarantee of

peace and security we are resolved to maintain our joint efforts

to perfect it. If the danger of aggression now appears less im-

minent, we attribute this to the mounting strength of the free

world and the firmness of its policies.

We shall remain resolute in maintaining our solidarity and

vigilant against efforts to divide us.

With their material and moral resources we are confident that

the free peoples can provide both for their security and for their

well being. We dedicate ourselves to work together towards

these ends.

n.

The North Atlantic Treaty is and will remain the foundation

of our common policy. We discussed means of developing the de-
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fensive capacity of our Alliance. Lord Ismay, the Secretary-

General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, was present

at the conversations on this subject.

In the continuing development of a united Europe, including

Germany, we seek the best means of achieving greater prosperity,

security and stability for its free peoples. We reafRrmed that the

European Defence Commimity is needed to assure the defensive

capacity of the Atlantic Community of which it will be an integral

part. Within this framework it will ensure intimate and durable

cooperation between the United Kingdom and United States

forces and the forces of the European Defence Community on the

Continent of Europe. The French Minister of Foreign Affairs

explained the problems facing his Government in regard to the

European Defence Community.

We cannot accept as justified or permanent the present division

of Europe. Our hope is that in due course peaceful means will

be found to enable the countries of Eastern Europe again to play

their part as free nations in a free Europe.

m.

Our three Governments will lose no opportunity for easing the

tensions that beset the world and for reassuring all nations that

they have no cause to fear that the strength of the West will be

invoked in any cause of wrongful violence. On the contrary it is

the fundamental principle of the United Nations Organisation,

which we serve, that the guarantees against aggression shall be

universal in their application.

We are confident that if we remain strong, united and steadfast

it will become possible gradually to solve the stubborn problems

which have too long been unsettled.

In this spirit we have examined the latest note from the Soviet

Government. We approved the text of our replies, which should

lead to an early meeting of the four Foreign Ministers. Our hope
is that this meeting will make progress towards the reunification

of Germany in freedom and the conclusion of an Austrian State
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Treaty and thus towards the solution of other major international

problems.

IV,

We reviewed the situation in the Far East. The immediate

object to our policy continues to be the convening of the political

conference provided for in the Korean Armistice agreement.

This would provide the means for reaching a peaceful settlement

of the Korean question and for making progress in restoring more
normal conditions in the Far East and South East Asia.

In Indo-China we salute the valiant forces of France and of

the three Associated States of Indo-China fighting within the

French Union to protect the independence of Cambodia, Laos

and Viet Nam. We recognise the vital importance of their con-

tribution to the defence of the free world. We will continue to

work together to restore peace and stability in this area.

Our meetings have reinforced our solidarity, strengthened our

resolve, and fortified our hopes. Confident in our common pur-

poses and united in our views we shall persevere in our policies,

whose sole aim is to foster and assure peace.

256 ^ Address Before the General Assembly of

the United Nations on Peaceful Uses ofAtomic

Energy, New York City. December 8, 1953

Madame President, Members of the General Assembly:

When Secretary General Hammarskjold's invitation to address

this General Assembly reached me in Bermuda, I was just be-

ginning a series of conferences with the Prime Ministers and For-

eign Ministers of Great Britain and of France. Our subject was

some of the problems that beset our world.

During the remainder of the Bermuda Conference, I had con-
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stantly in mind that ahead of me lay a great honor. That honor

is mine today as I stand here, privileged to address the General

Assembly of the United Nations.

At the same time that I appreciate the distinction of addressing

you, I have a sense of exhilaration as I look upon this Assembly.

Never before in history has so much hope for so many people

been gathered together in a single organization. Your delibera-

tions and decisions during these somber years have already

realized part of those hopes.

But the great tests and the great accomplishments still lie

ahead. And in the confident expectation of those accomplish-

ments, I would use the office which, for the time being, I hold, to

assure you that the Government of the United States will remain

steadfast in its support of this body. This we shall do in the con-

viction that you will provide a great share of the wisdom, the

courage, and the faith which can bring to this world lasting peace

for all nations, and happiness and well-being for all men.

Clearly, it would not be fitting for me to take this occasion to

present to you a unilateral American report on Bermuda. Never-

theless, I assure you that in our deliberations on that lovely island

we sought to invoke those same great concepts of universal peace

and human dignity which are so clearly etched in your Charter.

Neither would it be a measure of this great opportunity merely

to recite, however hopefully, pious platitudes.

I therefore decided that this occasion warranted my saying to

you some of the things that have been on the minds and hearts

of my legislative and executive associates and on mine for a great

many months—thoughts I had originally planned to say primarily

to the American people.

I know that the American people share my deep belief that if

a danger exists in the world, it is a danger shared by all—and

equally, that if hope exists in the mind of one nation, that hope

should be shared by all.

Finally, if there is to be advanced any proposal designed to ease

even by the smallest measure the tensions of today's world, what
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more appropriate audience could there be than the members of

the General Assembly of the United Nations?

I feel impelled to speak today in a language that in a sense is

new—one which I, who have spent so much of my life in the mili-

tary profession, would have preferred never to use.

That new language is the language of atomic warfare.

The atomic age has moved forward at such a pace that every

citizen of the world should have some comprehension, at least in

comparative terms, of the extent of this development of the utmost

significance to every one of us. Clearly, if the peoples of the world

are to conduct an intelligent search for peace, they must be armed
with the significant facts of today's existence.

My recital of atomic danger and power is necessarily stated

in United States terms, for these are the only incontrovertible

facts that I know. I need hardly point out to this Assembly, how-

ever, that this subject is global, not merely national in character.

On July 16, 1945, the United States set off the world's first

atomic explosion. Since that date in 1945, the United States of

America has conducted 42 test explosions.

Atomic bombs today are more than 25 times as powerful as the

weapons with which the atomic age dawned, while hydrogen

weapons are in the ranges of millions of tons of TNT equivalent.

Today, the United States' stockpile of atomic weapons, which,

of course, increases daily, exceeds by many times the explosive

equivalent of the total of all bombs and all shells that came from
every plane and every gun in every theatre of war in all of the

years of World War II.

A single air group, whether afloat or land-based, can now
deliver to any reachable target a destructive cargo exceeding in

power all the bombs that fell on Britain in all of World War II.

In size and variety, the development of atomic weapons has

been no less remarkable. The development has been such that

atomic weapons have virtually achieved conventional status within

our armed services. In the United States, the Army, the Navy,

the Air Force, and the Marine Corps are all capable of putting

this weapon to military use.
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But the dread secret, and the fearful engines of atomic might,

are not ours alone.

In the first place, the secret is possessed by our friends and

allies. Great Britain and Canada, whose scientific genius made
a tremendous contribution to our original discoveries, and the

designs of atomic bombs.

The secret is also known by the Soviet Union.

The Soviet Union has informed us that, over recent years, it has

devoted extensive resources to atomic weapons. During this

period, the Soviet Union has exploded a series of atomic devices,

including at least one involving thermo-nuclear reactions.

If at one time the United States possessed what might have been

called a monopoly of atomic power, that monopoly ceased to exist

several years ago. Therefore, although our earlier start has per-

mitted us to accumulate what is today a great quantitative ad-

vantage, the atomic realities of today comprehend two facts of

even greater significance.

First, the knowledge now possessed by several nations will

eventually be shared by others—^possibly all others.

Second, even a vast superiority in nimibers of weapons, and

a consequent capability of devastating retaliation, is no preven-

tive, of itself, against the fearful material damage and toll of

human lives that would be inflicted by surprise aggression.

The free world, at least dimly aware of these facts, has naturally

embarked on a large program of warning and defense systems.

That program will be accelerated and expanded.

But let no one think that the expenditure of vast sums for

weapons and systems of defense can guarantee absolute safety for

the cities and citizens of any nation. The awful arithmetic of the

atomic bomb does not permit of any such easy solution. Even

against the most powerful defense, an aggressor in possession of

the effective minimum number of atomic bombs for a surprise

attack could probably place a sufficient number of his bombs on

the chosen targets to cause hideous damage.

Should such an atomic attack be launched against the United
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States, our reactions would be swift and resolute. But for me to

say that the defense capabilities of the United States are such that

they could inflict terrible losses upon an aggressor—for me to say

that the retaliation capabilities of the United States are so great

that such an aggressor's land would be laid waste—all this, while

fact, is not the true expression of the purpose and the hope of the

United States.

To pause there would be to confirm the hopeless finality of a

belief that two atomic colossi are doomed malevolently to eye

each other indefinitely across a trembling world. To stop there

would be to accept helplessly the probability of civilization de-

stroyed—the annihilation of the irreplaceable heritage of man-
kind handed down to us generation from generation—and the

condemnation of mankind to begin all over again the age-old

struggle upward from savagery toward decency, and right, and
justice.

Surely no sane member of the human race could discover

victory in such desolation. Could anyone wish his name to be

coupled by history with such human degradation and destruction.

Occasional pages of history do record the faces of the "Great

Destroyers" but the whole book of history reveals mankind's

never-ending quest for peace, and mankind's God-given capacity

to build.

It Is with the book of history, and not with isolated pages, that

the United States will ever wish to be identified. My country

wants to be constructive, not destructive. It wants agreements,

not wars, among nations. It wants itself to live in freedom, and
in the confidence that the people of every other nation enjoy

equally the right of choosing their own way of life.

So my country's purpose is to help us move out of the dark

chamber of horrors into the light, to find a way by which the

minds of men, the hopes of men, the souls of men everywhere,

can move forward toward peace and happiness and well being.

In this quest, I know that we must not lack patience.
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I know that in a world divided, such as ours today, salvation

cannot be attained by one dramatic act.

I know that many steps will have to be taken over many months

before the world can look at itself one day and truly realize that

a new climate of mutually peaceful confidence is abroad in the

world.

But I know, above all else, that we must start to take these

steps

—

now.

The United States and its allies. Great Britain and France,

have over the past months tried to take some of these steps. Let

no one say thatwe shim the conference table.

On the record has long stood the request of the United States,

Great Britain, and France to negotiate with the Soviet Union the

problems of a divided Germany.

On that record has long stood the request of the same three

nations to negotiate an Austrian Peace Treaty.

On the same record still stands the request of the United Na-

tions to negotiate the problems of Korea.

Most recently, we have received from the Soviet Union what is

in effect an expression of willingness to hold a Four Power Meet-

ing. Along with our allies, Great Britain and France, we were

pleased to see that this note did not contain the unacceptable pre-

conditions previously put forward.

As you already know from our joint Bermuda communique,

the United States, Great Britain, and France have agreed

promptly to meet with the Soviet Union.

The Government of the United States approaches this confer-

ence with hopeful sincerity. We will bend every effort of our

minds to the single purpose of emerging from that conference

with tangible results toward peace—the only true way of lessening

international tension.

We never have, we never will, propose or suggest that the So-

viet Union surrender what is rightfully theirs.

We will never say that the peoples of Russia are an enemy

with whom we have no desire ever to deal or mingle in friendly

and fruitful relationship.

818



Dwight D. Eisenhower, ig^s ^ 256

On the contrary, we hope that this coming Conference may
initiate a relationship with the Soviet Union which will eventually

bring about a free intermingling of the peoples of the East and
of the West—the one sure, human way of developing the under-

standing required for confident and peaceful relations.

Instead of the discontent which is now settling upon Eastern

Germany, occupied Austria, and the countries of Eastern Europe,

we seek a harmonious family of free European nations, with none
a threat to the other, and least of all a threat to the peoples of

Russia.

Beyond the turmoil and strife and misery of Asia, we seek

peaceful opportunity for these peoples to develop their natural

resources and to elevate their lives.

These are not idle words or shallow visions. Behind them lies

a story of nations lately come to independence, not as a result of

war, but through free grant or peaceful negotiation. There is a

record, already written, of assistance gladly given by nations of

the West to needy peoples, and to those suflFering the temporary

effects of famine, drought, and natural disaster.

These are deeds of peace. They speak more loudly than prom-
ises or protestations of peaceful intent.

But I do not wish to rest either upon the reiteration of past pro-

posals or the restatement of past deeds. The gravity of the time

is such that every new avenue of peace, no matter how dimly

discernible, should be explored.

There is at least one new avenue of peace which has not yet

been well explored—an avenue now laid out by the General As-

sembly of the United Nations.

In its resolution of November i8th, 1953, this General Assem-

bly suggested—and I quote
—

"that the Disarmament Commission
study the desirability of establishing a sub-committee consisting of

representatives of the Powers principally involved, which should

seek in private an acceptable solution . . . and report on such

a solution to the General Assembly and to the Security Council

not later than i September 1954."
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The United States, heeding the suggestion of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations, is instantly prepared to meet pri-

vately with such other countries as may be "principally involved,"
to seek "an acceptable solution" to the atomic armaments race
which overshadows not only the peace, but the very life, of the
world.

We shall carry into these private or diplomatic talks a new
conception.

The United States would seek more than the mere reduction
or elimination of atomic materials for military purposes.

It is not enough to take this weapon out of the hands of the
soldiers. It must be put into the hands of those who will know
how to strip its military casing and adapt it to the arts of peace.
The United States knows that if the fearful trend of atomic

military buildup can be reversed, this greatest of destructive forces

can be developed into a great boon, for the benefit of all mankind.
The United States knows that peaceful power from atomic

energy is no dream of the future. That capability, already proved,
is here—now—today. Who can doubt, if the entire body of the
world's scientists and engineers had adequate amounts of fission-

able material with which to test and develop their ideas, that this

capability would rapidly be transformed into universal, efficient,

and economic usage.

To hasten the day when fear of the atom will begin to disappear
from the minds of people, and the governments of the East and
West, there are certain steps that can be taken now.

I therefore make the following proposals :

The Governments principally involved, to the extent permitted
by elementary prudence, to begin now and continue to make joint

contributions from their stockpiles of normal uranium and fission-

able materials to an Intemational Atomic Energy Agency. We
would expect that such an agency would be set up under the aegis

of the United Nations.

The ratios of contributions, the procedures and other details
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would properly be within the scope of the "private conversations"

I have referred to earlier.

The United States is prepared to undertake these explorations

in good faith. Any partner of the United States acting in the

same good faith will find the United States a not unreasonable

or ungenerous associate.

Undoubtedly initial and early contributions to this plan would

be small in quantity. However, the proposal has the great virtue

that it can be undertaken without the irritations and mutual

suspicions incident to any attempt to set up a completely accept-

able system of world-wide inspection and control.

The Atomic Energy Agency could be made responsible for the

impounding, storage, and protection of the contributed fissionable

and other materials. The ingenuity of our scientists will provide

special safe conditions under which such a bank of fissionable

material can be made essentially immune to surprise seizure.

The more important responsibility of this Atomic Energy

Agency would be to devise methods whereby this fissionable ma-
terial would be allocated to serve the peaceful pursuits of man-
kind. Experts would be mobilized to apply atomic energy to the

needs of agriculture, medicine, and other peaceful activities. A
special purpose would be to provide abundant electrical energy

in the power-starved areas of the world. Thus the contributing

powers would be dedicating some of their strength to serve the

needs rather than the fears of mankind.

The United States would be more than willing—it would be

proud to take up with others "principally involved" the develop-

ment of plans whereby such peaceful use of atomic energy would

be expedited.

Of those "principally involved" the Soviet Union must, of

course, be one.

I would be prepared to submit to the Congress of the United

States, and with every expectation of approval, any such plan that

would:
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First—encourage world-wide investigation into the most effec-

tive peacetime uses of fissionable material, and with the certainty

that they had all the material needed for the conduct of all ex-

periments that were appropriate;

Second—begin to diminish the potential destructive power of

the world's atomic stockpiles;

Third—allow all peoples of all nations to see that, in this en-

lightened age, the great powers of the earth, both of the East and

of the West, are interested in human aspirations first, rather than

in building up the armaments of war;

Fourth—open up a new channel for peaceful discussion, and

initiate at least a new approach to the many difficult problems

that must be solved in both private and public conversations, if

the world is to shake off the inertia imposed by fear, and is to

make positive progress toward peace.

Against the dark background of the atomic bomb, the United

States does not wish merely to present strength, but also the

desire and the hope for peace.

The coming months will be fraught with fateful decisions.

In this Assembly; in the capitals and military headquarters of

the world; in the hearts of men everywhere, be they governors

or governed, may they be the decisions which will lead this world

out of fear and into peace.

To the making of these fateful decisions, the United States

pledges before you—and therefore before the world—its deter-

mination to help solve the fearful atomic dilemma—to devote its

entire heart and mind to find the way by which the miraculous in-

ventiveness of man shall not be dedicated to his death, but con-

secrated to his life.

I again thank the delegates for the great honor they have done

me, in inviting me to appear before them, and in listening to me
so courteously. Thank you.

NOTE : The President's opening words President of the United Nations Gen-
referred to Mme. Vijaya Pandit, eral Assembly.
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257 ^ Statement by the President Concerning

the United States Program for Assisting Escapees

and Refugees. December 8, 1 953

I BELIEVE that the task of caring for the escapees should have

the highest emphasis in the minds of all the free world, and I am
happy that the United States has already done so much of this

work. It is the unswerving aim of the United States that the

burden of arms, the fear of oppression, and the need of flight shall,

some day, be lifted from mankind in order that there may no
longer be refugees or escapees, and that all may live in peace and
freedom.

note: The release of which this the Foreign Operations Administra-

statement was a part announced that tion, that more than 6,000 escapees

the program for escapees, begun in had already been resettled, primarily

the spring of 1952, would continue in Canada, Australia, South America,
under a $9 million authorization by and the United States, and that the

the President from mutual seciuity program operated in the Far East, as

funds. The release added that the well as in Western Europe, aiding

program was under the direction of refugees from Communist China.

258 ^ Statement by the President Calling for

Aid to the Victims of the Fire in Pusan, Korea.

December 1 1, 1953

ADDING TO the already overwhelming misery in Korea, the

refugee-packed city of Pusan recently suffered the greatest fire

in its history. More than five thousand homes were destroyed,

leaving thousands of sparsely clad and malnourished refugees

without shelter. In addition to the very great amount of volun-

tary work they are doing to help the people of the brave Republic

of Korea, American and other United Nations troops are now
doing everything possible within their resources to provide the
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emergency aid so desperately needed as a result of this disaster.

Today, as we approach the Christmas season, I call upon all

Americans to give generously to support the work of such groups

as The American-Korean Foundation, American Relief for

Korea, C.A.R.E., Church World Service, war relief services

of various religious welfare organizations, and the other of our

fine voluntary groups who now face this additional challenge and
responsibility. Such aid is particularly fitting during this

Christmas period.

259 ^ Remarks to the Officers of the Pan

American Medical Association.

December 12, 1953

THE LETTER that I am delivering to you is an official endorse-

ment of your work. I can't tell you how delighted I am that you

have taken such a professional interest in the great problems of

health in the Western Hemisphere. Whatever can properly be

done to help out the efforts of your Association, you can be sure

that, while I have so stated in my letter, I will surely do.

I am sure that every step that produces better solidarity in the

Western Hemisphere is to the good of the United States of

America. I am sure also that every representative here of other

American countries would feel the same way about that solidarity

with respect to his country. So I am all for it.

I will see you out on the North Portico for a picture in a few

minutes.

NOTE : See Item 260 for text of the letter referred to by the President.
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260 ^ Letter to Dr. Joseph J. EUer, Executive

Director, Pan American Medical Association.

December 12, 1953

Dear Dr. Eller:

It was indeed a pleasure for me today to meet with the distin-

guished physicians representing the Pan American Medical

Association, and I am happy to send my warm greetings to the

members who will participate in the forthcoming Ninth Inter-

American Medical Cruise Congress to be held this January aboard

the S.S. "Nieuw Amsterdam" and in Caracas, Venezuela; Ciudad
Trujillo, Dominican Republic; St. Thomas, Virgin Islands; San

Juan, Puerto Rico and Havana, Cuba.

I am profoundly interested in the expansion of the Association's

scholarship program, to the end that the level of professional skill

may be raised. Moreover, the program you have pursued during

the past twenty-six years of interchanging medical knowledge and
friendship among the doctors of this hemisphere and which carries

out your credo, "The practice of medicine has no national, racial

or religious boundaries,'' certainly promotes understanding and
cooperation among the American nations.

You and your colleagues in the Pan American Medical Associa-

tion may be assured of my support in these endeavors.

Sincerely yours,

Dwight D. Eisenhower

261 ^ Letter to the Governors of the States

Calling for a Conference onHighway Safety.

December 14, 1953

[ Released December 14, 1953. Dated December 1 1, 1953 ]

Dear :

The mounting toll of death and injury on our highways long

ago reached a point of deep concern to all of us. It stands before
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America as a great challenge—^humanitarian and economic—^and

must be met by urgent action.

I have examined the "Action Program for Highway Safety"

which you and the other Governors have developed in coopera-

tion with interested organizations and public officials having

jurisdiction over highway safety. It is a sound and workable pro-

gram, but effective citizen leadership is needed to help you put

this great crusade into organized action on a scale far bigger than

ever before.

Accordingly, I have called a Conference on Highway Safety

for Washington next February seventeenth, eighteenth and nine-

teenth. The Conference will serve to focus more public atten-

tion on the problem and stimulate active leadership in every

community.

I should appreciate your designating an appropriate group

of your outstanding citizens as a delegation to represent your state.

Since the Conference program will be built around seven basic

groups—^labor, agriculture, business, women, public officials,

media of public information and other organizations (service,

fraternal, religious, veterans, etc.), I would hope that your dele-

gation will include representatives from each of these categories.

Will you please forward the names of your state's delegates

to the Conference on Highway Safety, Room 1 107, General Serv-

ices Building, Washington 25, D.C. Secretary of Conunerce

Weeks, General Chairman, will send you detailed backgroimd

information on the Conference shortly.

Naturally, we would be happy to have present all Governors

whose schedules and responsibilities would permit attendance.

At any rate, I am depending on your active cooperation and

support to make this Conference most effective.

Sincerely,

DwiGHT D. Eisenhower

note: This is the text of identical the Board of Commissioners of the

letters addressed to the Governors of District of Columbia,

the 48 States and to the President of
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262 ^ Remarks Opening the WhiteHouse

Conference of Mayors. December 14, 1953

Mr. Peterson^ and I suppose I may address the audience collec-

tively as YourHonor the Mayor:

I assume this is an historic occasion. I have not looked up

my history carefully, but I know of no other time when the Presi-

dent of the United States felt it necessary to invite to a conference

the Mayors of our cities, in order that they might together dis-

cuss—^and the staffs might discuss with you—^national security.

In our Constitution there is an expression "To provide for the

common security**—a responsibility that, of course, falls upon the

national government. Our government is a Republic, and there

is a division of power, not only functionally but geographically,

with the hope that the maximum of power will be reserved at

the local level. Andwith power goes responsibility.

But the real occasion for this particular type of conference is

that for the first time in history, cities have become principal

targets for any enemy seeking to conquer our Nation. The city

has moved from a position of support in the rear. That posi-

tion of the spiritual, the moral, the intellectual, the industrial

and mobilization support for armies and navies and air forces

—

has moved out in a very distinct way into the front line.

And so that creates problems. They can be solved only if we
consult together and act intelligendy. I do not mean to say, of

course, that the Federal Government is disabused of responsi-

bility—^has lost its responsibility merely because the target is a

city. Far from it. But now we have got to a place where the

matter can no longer be handled by professional or organized mili-

tary forces, and where we must all act together in the operation

of any plan necessary for our safety.

I think it is most easily described or explained by the simple

truth that what would be necessary is the readiness of fire depart-

ments, hospital and health departments, police departments, sani-
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tation departments with our water and our sewage and all the rest

of it—all must be prepared to handle their jobs.

Now, if the Federal Government tried to come in to do that, in

that preparatory period, it would certainly be unwarranted inter-

ference and justifiably resented. As a matter of fact, it would be

impossible. So, of course, we all have jobs. In the carrying out

of our job here, we intend to do everything that is reasonable, de-

cent and proper in supporting the cities in meeting their own
problems.

But again, I want to point out something about fighting

—

about war. Many of you here, of course, have been through the

very worst parts of our past war. One great military leader said,

"The moral is to the physical in war as three is to one," and I think

every soldier who has come after him has believed that he under-

stated the case.

The winning of war—^the effectiveness in such things—is in the

heart, in the determination, in the faith. It is in our beliefs in

our country, in our God, everything that goes to make up America.

Now, first of all, then, this great problem lies in one that is

really outside the realm of money and the material preparation.

It is in conviction and belief, in readiness and discipline and all

of the things that need to be done by the population to save itself.

It isn't easy.

When a threat is not immediate with us, the ordinary American

is not particularly anxious to get out and do a drill that he thinks

has a little bit of the infantile about it. He possibly sees himself

back in primary school, where we had drills on evacuating the

schoolroom, in case of fire. But there was a very great principle

there.

Ordered haste will save you, and panic will destroy you. So it

is, first of all, against the incidence of panic that we must be pre-

pared. In other words, there must be understanding produced

by leadership, inspired leadership—^leadership that is unafraid.

Now I probably could use no words that would exaggerate my
concern that this thing is done, because I believe it is so feasible
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and possible to do it. On the other hand, I would not have you
think from any words of mine that I believe we haven't time to do
this, that we must move in hysteria and in such tense concern that

we get nothing intelligent done. I don't beUeve that for an
instant. The United States is far too strong, its resources too

great. It is rich in its allies and it is rich in its own material,

human, and spiritual resources. We can do this job, and do it in

such a way that we will very greatly add to the reluctance of any-

body to attack us.

But, of course, they know that with every increase in the

destructiveness of weapons, with every increase in the ability to

place those weapons where they choose, that the value of sur-

prise in war—always great—^has gone up tremendously.

In other words. Pearl Harbor was a disaster because it was a

surprise. Had everybody been ready and waiting, the attack

could not have been launched.

We have got, within reason, to be ready. I think no one has

ever described the defense needs of the United States better than

did Washington, who said, "We must always retain a respectable

posture of defense." This means, if you are going to apply that

term, that everybody has to use his judgment. We can't be an
armed camp. We are not going to transfer ourselves into mili-

tarists. We are not going to be in uniform, going around yelling

"Heil" anything. We are simply going to do our job, but do it

intelligently.

And knowing a disaster can occur where we can visualize times

when the fire department and police department are practically

paralyzed and all the water mains are broken and no lights in

town, now, what do we do? How much warning have we had?

What can we do? It is getting over reasonable preparation with-

out being hysterical. That is our job.

I never like to talk too somberly because I don't believe that the

courage of America is such that you have to deal in dread terms

too long. All I am trying to do is appeal to the common sense of

America to do what is necessary, not to lose our freedoms, not to
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be a people that walk constantly in the shadow of fear.

Thank you very much.

note: The President spoke at the Peterson, Administrator of the Fed-

State Department auditorium. In eral Civil Defense Administration,

his opening words he referred to Val

263 ^ Statementby the President Requesting

Reports to the FBI ofViolations of theAtomic

Energy Act. December 15, 1953

ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1939, January 8, 1943, and July 24, 1950,

Presidential Directives were issued requesting all enforcement

officers, both Federal and state, to report promptly all informa-

tion relating to espionage, sabotage, subversive activities and re-

lated matters to the nearest field representative of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is charged with investigat-

ing all violations of the Atomic Energy Act, including the illegal

export or import of fissionable material, the illegal possession or

transportation of fissionable material and the illegal production,

transfer, or possession of any equipment or device utilizing fission-

able material or atomic energy as a military weapon. "Fission-

able material" means plutonium, uranium-235 or other material

which the Atomic Energy Conmiission has determined to be

capable of releasing substantial quantities of energy through nu-

clear chain reaction. I am requesting that all enforcement offi-

cers, both Federal and state, report all information relating to

violations of the Atomic Energy Act to the nearest field repre-

sentative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

I suggest that all patriotic organizations and individuals

likewise report all such information to the Federal Bureau of

Investigation in the same manner.
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264 fl Message to StanislawMikolajczyk

Conveying Greetings to the International Peasant

Union Forum. December 16, 1953

[ Released December 16, 1953. Dated December 15, 1953 ]

Mr. Stanislaw Mikolajczyk

President, International Peasant Union
Carnegie Endowment International Center

New York, New York

To all participating in the International Peasant Union Forum,
I am happy to send greetings.

I hope that your study of agriculture as practiced under com-

munistic dictatorships receives wide attention. Few areas of

human endeavor are so fundamental to the political stability and
economy of nations as agriculture. The difficulties that commu-
nism's leaders are experiencing in forcing collectivization and
political regimentation upon the great peasant populations of

Eastern Europe are therefore especially significant.

In examining this situation you are performing an important

service to the free world. You have my best wishes for the suc-

cess of your deliberations.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

265 ^ The President's News Conference of

December 16, 1953.

THE PREsroENT, The items I have this morning, ladies and gentle-

men, are, I think, fairly short, and possibly of not too great

importance.

I would like to make mention of the Vice President's retum
and, particularly, of the very splendid reports that I got, both

from the press and official circles in each country that he visited.
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He and Mrs. Nixon represented our country on such a visit, I

think, in an admirable fashion.

I haven't asked him whether he intends—it just occurred to

me this second—^whether he intends to prepare a report on his

trip in the fashion that my brother did after coming back from

South America. If he does, I suppose that it will becdme avail-

able to you at an appropriate time.

As you know, starting tomorrow morning, we are having a

series of conferences lasting over 3 days, having here the legis-

lative leaders to go over with the executive officials the features

of the program that will be submitted to the Congress very early

in January.

Now, the purpose of such a program is to have an exchange

of views on all important problems; to lay out in front of these

people, who have been busy on other affairs, the essential results

of the staff work that has been done in gathering information and

making analyses, and so on; and to secure a general meeting of

the minds with respect to such a program before it is presented

to the Congress. In other words, it is merely, as we see it, a

pursuance of the procedures that must be observed if our kind of

government is to operate successfully.

As most of you know, we will have the traditional Christmas

tree lighting on the afternoon of the 24th. I shall make a very

short talk, part of it inside, and then go out to light the Christmas

tree. The next day, I hope to take off for Georgia, where I hope

to combine several things; but unfortunately this time I have to

take more than the average amount of work with me because, as

you know, January is going to be a very busy month. I have

two or three messages to work on, and it will be a pretty tough

time.

I am concerned that every time—and this is not off the record,

but I would like to make a word of explanation—I am concerned

with every time the President moves, a number of people whose

jobs require them to go along, including a number of the people

here present. I must say that it seems to me unfortunate, the
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only days I can find to get away, and get away from some of the

pressures of the appointment card in order to work, that it dis-

commodes some of you during that period. For that I am sorry,

but I don't see any real answer to it.

Apparently it is your job to go along, some of you, and if I

discommode you, I apologize in advance. But I do tell you this:

I have no idea of conducting any political conferences or meeting

anybody or doing anything but go to a quiet place to do some

work with my own staff, my own people, to see my grandchildren,

and to get a bit of exercise which is now beginning to be 2 or 3

weeks behind me. So that is the story of my going away.

Now, I think that I have consumed enough of the time here,

and we will start the questions.

Q. Merriman Smith, United Press: Mr. President, are you

prepared to ask Congress next year for changes in the atomic

energy law which would permit sharing of our weapons and

atomic materials with theNATO forces?

THE PRESIDENT. There are certain changes in the law that

are necessary before America can realize the full value with its

allies out of the development that has been going on since the

World War in this weapons field.

Now, there are no changes contemplated by me or by the

Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission that have any-

thing to do with the scientific processes of nuclear fission or build-

ing of weapons or anything else. But where we are attempting

to assure the integrity of a line, where we feel that our interest

requires to hold it, it is simply foolish for us to think that we can-

not or must not share some kind of information with our allies

who would be dependent upon the same kind of support of this

kind as we will.

In other words, it is a very limited field, but certain revisions of

the law are necessary before we can do anything. You must

remember that the law was passed under conditions that are not

even remotely resembling what they are now.

Q. Paul R. Leach, Chicago Daily News: Mr. President, as I
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understand it—and, perhaps, I am wrong on this—but it would

seem to me that what you proposed in your speech at the United

Nations was not merely to share with our allies but with other

friendly or even neutral nations; is that correct?

THE PREsroENT. This is what I stated: that the United States

would be prepared to donate a decent proportion of its products

in this line with others, in which I said the Soviet Union would

have to be one under that plan, and that the United Nations

would assemble certain scientists—^in which, of course, we would

have a part—^in order to evolve the best ways in which new de-

velopments could be made available to humanity.

A little slant on this idea, is this: today, every time you say the

word "atomic," we think only in terms of weapons and destruc-

tiveness, and we think principally in terms of two nations. I

think all countries, all peoples, ought to have their minds drawn

to the fact that here in this development may be, and certainly

will be, if we study it hard enough and work on it hard enough,

a means of improving the lot of all humanity.

Now, frankly, that is what I am trying to get all people to

understand.

Q. Alan S. Emory, Watertown (N.Y.) Times: Mr. President,

Governor Dewey told us last Friday that he had laid out the facts

of the State's case on Niagara power redevelopment in his confer-

ence with you. I wonder if you would tell us if he did a good

selling job?

THE PRESIDENT. He merely laid out to me what he was going

to go and place before the people that have the responsibility in

this regard.

As you will recall, in the case of the Niagara River, Congress

reserved to itself at that time the power to make the decision as

to the method by which that power would be developed.

He merely described to me what New York's position was in

the thing and what he was going to do.

He didn't apparently attempt to sell me anything; he just told

me some facts he was going to tell someone else.
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Q. Marietta Dake, Niagara Falk Gazette: Mr. President, if it

were up to you, do you favor the development of the Niagara

River by the Federal authority, the State authority, or private

enterprise?

THE PRESIDENT. I just remarked that Congress reserved this to

itself. I don't believe I will comment on it in detail except to

say this: I have always believed that States have a very great

power of decision in these cases as to what they want to do.

Now, in rivers and water lines and other things that involve

all the United States, the Federal Government cannot dodge,

and should not try to dodge, its share of the responsibility, its

partnership in the case.

Here, where you have a river that I believe is wholly within

New York State, I should say that New York State ought to have

a very great influential part to say; but I am not going to be here

and say Congress hasn't a right to do it exactly as it said it was

going to do it.

Q. Chalmers M. Roberts, Washington Post: Mr. President, in

answering Mr. Smith's question about sharing atomic matters

with the NATO allies, I think you referred to the possibility of

sharing information. However, some of the stories from Paris

on Secretary Wilson's speech imply an actual sharing of weapons

or our putting atomic weapons in the hands of our NATO allies.

Is that a correct interpretation?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I wouldu't Stand here and just, with an

offhand decision, tell you exactly what we would have to do in

the long run.

I think it would depend entirely upon circiraistances.

After war started, if you ever had that tragic eventuality, you

would use atomic weapons through whatever means that would

best advance the interests of the United States. Just like any other

weapon, then, I should think that if someone else could in a par-

ticular place use it better, more advantageously, well, probably

you would make it

Q. Mr. Roberts: Is it correct, then, sir, to infer that there has
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been no decision by the administration as of today to have any

such sharing plan?

THE PRESIDENT. There is going to be no decision until Con-

gress passes on this. Every move that we make in talking and
studying this, we take this up with the proper—^you know, the

Joint Committee on Atomic Energy in the Congress; and until

Congress passes the law, I will assure you we are not going to

violate the law.

Now, I will just tell you, there are many, many ways in which

this can be done; but the principle for the United States is, what
best advances the enlightened self-interest of the United States?

That is what will be the principle that will guide me in any

decision I have to make.

Q. Mr. Roberts: Sir, it is perhaps not clear. I meant to say

decision by the executive branch to ask the Congress for a change

which would allow a sharing of the actual weapons with the

allies.

THE PREsroENT. I dou't bclieve that you could answer any
question in that sweeping way. I would say it depends upon the

circumstances and what will best meet the needs of the military

situation at the moment and at the time.

Now, if that becomes necessary, why, I would see no reason

why you shouldn't do it in whatever way would best advance the

interests of the United States.

Q. Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening News: You will forgive a

somewhat elaborate question. You said in your speech that

atomic power is here now today?

THE PREsroENT. That is right.

Q. Mr. Finney: I believe the Atomic Energy Act contains a

section which requires in the event of such a development that a

special report be made to you, and I think by you to the Congress

on the political, social, economic, and international implications

of this development. Do you plan to have such a report made?
THE PRESIDENT. Of coursc, such a report would be made first

by the Atomic Energy Commission, who would certainly give it

tome.
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When I said here now^today, as you know, we have produced

an engine that is run by atomic power; I pointed out that is a

capability and not yet a useful thing for all the world because it is

too expensive to run it, just in terms of money.

If you want to get electric power from this kind of a thing, you

have to get it within the range that it is an economic practicability.

Now, all of those things you talk about, I suppose, will come
about. Frankly, you bring up a detail of responsibility on me I

didn't know about; I will have to look them up.

Q. Frederick Kuh, Chicago Sun-Times: On the same subject,

Mr. President, is it your intention or hope that whatever happens

the proposals for a pool of fissionable materials should be worked

out among the non-Communist countries?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I made a proposal in good faith; I was
very serious about it. It had been talked over really for many
weeks with all of my chief advisers and with legislative people

that have responsibility in this field.

Until we see where that proposal is leading, I don't believe I

will speculate on what would be the next step.

As you know, or I hope you know, I never believed in admitting

defeat, and even a rejection of this offer would not stop me from
seeking every possible way we can to make the best possible use

out of this scientific development.

Q. Robert G. Spivack, New York Post: Mr. President, aside

from the point you raised in the U.N. speech, would you review

for us what you think were the principal accomplishments at

Bermuda?
THE PRESIDENT. That is an odd thing. I twice before this body

said we were going to have a friendly talk. There was no
agenda. Frankly, I didn't see any need for a—^what do you call

them?—^final communique, because we met to have a friendly talk.

But apparently there was some belief among—^maybe among
some of you people—that there was going to be something hap-
pening and, therefore, you wanted to know about it.

There were friendly talks took place to try to clarify our several
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positions on a number of problems. That was the accomplish-

ment. From my viewpoint, it was worth while; although I

must say I doubt that it was newsworthy.

Q. John C. O'Brien, Philadelphia Inquirer: Mr. President, I

hesitate to interrupt this discussion of atomic energy, but I have

been asked to ask you a question involving the mechanics of news-

paper production. For the guidance of our headline writers, do

you object to the use of your nickname in headlines? [Laughter]

THE PRESIDENT. Well, uo, of coursc I dou't. All my life I have

answered to that nickname, and I realize that individuals have

their own ideas of the customs that should be applied to an office

such as that one I now hold. I would say that everybody's sense

of the fitness of things and of good taste is the deciding factor.

So far as I am concerned, it makes not the slightest difference,

not the slightest difference.

Q. G. Gould Lincoln, Washington Evening Star: Mr. Presi-

dent, has any part of the program that you are to discuss been

written—I mean, with the legislators—and if not, will any part

of the program be written at these conferences that you are to

have at the White House?

THE PRESIDENT. I am not so certain that I imderstand your

question, but here is the point : we have been working for quite a

while on the State of the Union speech, which I am going to

work harder on probably next week. That, in its broad outlines,

will contain the objectives and the means of the program.

Now, at the same time in each department there has been going

forward the most intensive study: in Treasury, on taxes; in Mrs.

Hobby's department, on every kind of thing from old-age insur-

ance; and in the Department of Labor, on unemployment in-

surance; in Cole's agency, on housing. So the thing has been

going on; because this program can't be all in one short, nice,

handy document ofone page that I like.

It will be, first, a message; and then there will be supporting

documents like the budget itself, and you know how thick that is.

That will be a tremendous supporting document in this program.
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So it is perfectly correct to say that much has been written, but

nothing except in principle has been completely finalized; the

principles by which we are going to act, you will find largely in

the Republican platform.

This administration is one that believes in keeping its promises,

and we are going to try to do it in every waywe can.

Q. James B. Reston, New York Times: Sir, could you tell us

anything about your instructions to Mr. Bohlen upon your atomic

energy idea, and say anything about the reaction of Mr. Molotov

to his visit?

THE PRESIDENT. The instructions to Mr. Bohlen went through

the Secretary of State. I do not know whether the Secretary of

State has talked about this or not—^it never occurred to me—and

I don't know this minute whether this wouldbe sort of a privileged

communication. But he was told to notify the Soviet Foreign

Office in advance that such a talk was to be made, and to be made
with the most serious purpose in the world.

Now, reactions, as you know, are slow, and they are coming

along. We haven't had a final reaction, as far as I know.

Q. Sarah McClendon, El Paso Times: Mr. President, the El

Paso Valley Cotton Association says that tomorrow, when you

meet with RepubHcan leaders, you will take up the question of

increasing the minimum wage. Will you tell us if they have the

correct information or if you plan to propose that?

THE PRESIDENT. I am gouig to talk about no details of the pro-

gram that is coming up.

Q. Pat Munroe, Albuquerque Journal: Mr. President, my
question concerns the embattled War Claims Commission. I

noticed with interest that one of the two members that was ousted

says that she regrets that the Commission is now falling into

political hands. But I wondered if you had any specific changes

in mind there other than the removal of the top personnel, any

specific changes in mind with, for example, the paying of Korean

POW's or whether you would extend the life of the Conmiission?

THE PREsmENT. No, I have nothing to say on the thing at the
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moment. Actually, it is something that has been discussed over

a period of months, and it was presented to me that certain

changes were necessary. Finally, they came up with the recom-

mendations for those changes, and they were made.

Now, I have no detailed study before me that I know of—or

haven't had; I may be mistaken, and I don't want to be, because

over the past many months things have happened I wouldn't

recall on the spur of the moment. But so far as I can recall,

there has been no specific recommendation for a complete change

of direction or for termination of this Commission.

Q. Frederic W. Collins, Providence Journal: Mr. President, I

wonder whether you would fill us in on the origin and develop-

ment of the central ideas you did propose at the U.N., and how
far back they go, where they started, and so forth.

THE PRESIDENT. You kuow, I would if I could. I havc been

interested ever since the war in reading many documents about

the developments of that war, as to who first thought of such and

such an attack or who first thought of this or that or the other.

So far as I know and as I can recall—and I am certainly not

going to swear as to the truth of this—I think that I originated the

idea of a joint contribution to a central bank in an effort to get all

people started on thinking in different terms about this whole

business of atomic energy, and under such a way that inspection

was not automatically required and, therefore, gave the other side

an automatic reason for rejecting it before you got started.

I hoped it would open up many lines of study, and I still hope

so.

As far as I can recall now, from that first germ there have been

many, many people contributing to this thing; we have had many
serious discussions about it.

Q. Edward T. FoUiard, Washington Post: Mr. President, you

have told us that 1,456 persons have been separated from the Gov-

ernment service under the security program. I wonder if it

would be possible, at least in the near future, to give us a break-

down on this figure; that is, tell us how many of these people were
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separated for heavy drinking, how many for morals, how many, if

any, for outright spying, how many for Commimist association

or affiliation? Naturally, I wouldn't expect the names, only

figures or percentages.

THE PRESIDENT. I would vcry much doubt it. While I have

not talked in detail about this thing—and I don't mean to say

that I am incapable of changing my mind; I, of course, could

—

but you see, numbers of these people that come up, they are not

charged with just one idea.

We are talking about security risks: if a man has done certain

things that you know make him, well, a security risk in delicate

positions—and I don't care what they are—^where he is subject to

a bit of blackmail or weakness of, let's say, being non compos

mentis for a little while, anything of that kind can enter into it;

although you may be looking toward the fact that he possibly

could become a subversive under those reasons.

I think it would be very difficult and, therefore, I would say

my answer would be, generally speaking, no, I could not give a

breakdown. But I would not, by any manner of means, hesitate

to talk about it withmy own people.

Q. Mr. Folliard: The reason I ask, Mr. President, is that there

is a widespread opinion, I am told, that all 1,456 are spies or sus-

pected spies. Now, I am sure you never meant to give that

impression.

THE PRESIDENT. No. Wc made it very clear, if they will go

back and look at the original directive, we said the word "loyalty"

didn't really describe what you were trying to do.

In the Federal Government you are trying to get the finest

people you can, and if they become security risks, you have to dis-

charge them because they are not good security risks; but that

doesn't always impugn their loyalty, not by any manner of means.

Q. Mr. Folliard: Without going into any figures, Mr. Presi-

dent, are you in a position to say that these people are not all

suspected spies or potential spies or

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the word "potential'* covers so many
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things, Mr, FoUiard, that I wouldn't—I would say this: they are

discharged for a number of reasons, and not all of them had the

word "subversion" or "disloyal." They were poor security risks,

and I think there is a very clear distinction.

Q. Alice A. Dunnigan, Associated Negro Press: Mr. President,

I was wondering whether you could tell us whether the legislative

conference will this week discuss any civil rights legislation?

THE PRESIDENT. Civil Hghts legislation?

Q. Miss Dunnigan: In the legislative conferences.

THE PRESIDENT. As I remarked, I am not going to talk about

the details of this program. But civil rights legislation, identified

as such, I doubt will come up.

There will be many things, I hope, will be affecting the people

of the United States as a whole, but I am sure that there is nothing

that could be identified just as civil rights legislation.

Q. Robert E. Clark, International News Service: Mr. Presi-

dent, the Secretary of State starded some of our NATO allies

by his blunt warning that we may be forced to reappraise our

troop commitments in Europe unless the European army comes

into being. Do you fully support his statements in that regard?

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of coursc, I didn't read his statement;

but, ladies and gentiemen, the law of our land—^read the Richards

amendment—^what can the Secretary of State say? The law of

our land says that 50 percent of this year's appropriation—I be-

lieve, starting January ist, isn't it—50 percent of the appropria-

tion must be given out through EDC. If EDC is not produced,

what do we do?

I am a little bit astonished that anyone should take this as some-

thing new and, particularly, blunt; but it is just one of the things

that the Richards amendment requires of us.

Now, I understand, of course, that he has repeated many things

in which most of us believe, that a greater unification of Europe,

politically, economically, militarily, will greatly add to the safety

of the Westem World. We are for it. I don't know exactly what

words he used, but I must say that the facts I have just recited are
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plain for all to see ; the facts of the case are there/

Q. Anthony H. Leviero, New York Times: Mr. President,

there have been reports recently that executive branch agencies

are handing confidential personnel files to congressional com-

mittees. Is there any truth to that, do you know?

THE PRESIDENT. Youmean FBI confidential files?

Q. Mr. Leviero: No, sir; personnel files having to do with

security and loyalty.

THE PRESIDENT. You ask mc a question I have never heard of

before. If any such thing is being done—I believe it has been

the practice for a long time to give certain summaries of informa-

tion, but as far as I know, no confidential personnel files are going

out of the proper repositories. I would have to ask, and you

would have to go to the department where you believe it is being

done, and just ask the Secretary because I haven't heard of it.

Q. Mr. Leviero: Well, sir, under the practice followed under

the order of your predecessor, any department doing that would

have to clear with the White House. I wonder if any of that has

been done?

^ On December 33 the White House released the following statement:

At today's meeting of the National Security Council, the President received with

satisfaction the report on NATO made by Mr. Dulles, Mr. Humphrey, Mr. Wilson and

Mr. Stassen, who attended the Ministerial Council Meeting in Paris. They reported

that NATO is functioning efficiently, and is continuing to develop the strengUi and

cohesion needed to provide security on a long-term collective basis.

The President was informed concerning the prospects of bringing into being the

European Defense Community, a matter which has long been of deep concern to him.

He considers this the only practical proposal for ending permanently the recurrent

strife between France and Germany, provoked twice in our own generation by German

militarism, and of creating a solid core at the center of the NATO structure. The
President shares the view which had been expressed to the Council by Secretary Dulles,

that failure soon to consummate the £DC would confront the United States with

the necessity of reappraising its basic policies as regards Europe.

The President also was informed of the operations of the European Coal and Steel

Community which has already brought together, in limited unity, the six nations

which are prospective members of the European Defense and Political Communities.

He was encouraged that the Coal and Steel Conmiunity is now in effective operation,

and reaffirms his hope that ways might be found to enable the United States to assist,

on a loan basis, in modernizing and developing the natural resources within the juris-

diction of this Community, in accordance with his letter of June 15 to the Senate

Foreign Relations Conmiittee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
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THE PRESIDENT. I wiU Say this, nothing has been cleared with

me personally that I can recall. Look, ladies and gentlemen, let

us have one thing straight. In a job such as this, all of you

realize there has got to be a terrific amount of decentralization,

and any man worthy to be a chief of a great organizational body

must do two or three things: one of them, pick the people he

trusts; two, delegate authority and responsibility to them; and

three, back them up and, particularly, take responsibility for any

failure or any blunder that occurs.

Now, some of these people can be doing things which I know
they wouldn't bother me with; so I am not going to say nothing

like this has been done. I merely say that something like this I

don't know about.

I am perfectly ready to have Mr. Hagerty ask about it, see if he

can find out. So far as I know, nothing has happened.

Q. Marvin L. Arrowsmith, Associated Press: Mr. President,

you said awhile back that reaction to your U.N. speech had been

slow in coming. Has there been any official reaction, any Soviet

reaction at all, that has come to your attention, beyond what has

been in the papers?

THE PRESIDENT. Nothing except what has been reported in the

papers.

Now, I should have added, from all other countries that I know
of, including from the Ambassadors who have come to dinner

lately, reaction has been fervent, and I would say very favorable.

I was talking, when I meant a reaction, I thought someone asked

a question that implied Soviet reaction. That we are still waiting

for.

Q. Charles L. Bartlett, Chattanooga Times: Mr. President,

these legislative proposals, will they go to the congressional leaders

as more or less firm and final recommendations or will they be

subject to modification according to the discussions that follow

during the next 3 days?

THE PRESIDENT. They will certainly be subject to modification

in detail; that was one reason for having these things.
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As far as principle is concerned, the purpose, the plan of carry-

ing out a great program, that has been developed and it is my
responsibility to present it to them. I know it, and I suppose

everybody knows it in the United States.

But when it comes to details, let's say, of a particular tax or a

particular expenditure or a particular operation in any field, why,

of course, it is subject to modifications of that character. That is

one of the reasons for having such a meeting.

Q. Mrs. May Craig, New England papers: Mr. President,

General Dean has said that perhaps our young soldiers would be

better able to withstand captivity by the enemy if they had had

discipline all their lives early; that he was dismayed by some of

the juvenile delinquency in this coimtry. Now, you have been a

general, you are a President and a father and a grandfather.

Would you say something about this problem of juvenile

delinquency?

THE PRESIDENT. I dou't like to usc the words "juvenile delin-

quency" because I have a very firm conviction that that term

ought to be translated into parental failure; that is what I think.

Now, I think every single man that has had to bear responsi-

bilities in war, responsibilities for employing America's youth to

win a victory, has been appalled frequently at the lack of under-

standing on the part of America's youth as to what America is,

what are the conditions that could make her fight, and therefore

what are the great underlying reasons that could lead that boy

finally to the battlefield to risk his life, not just for property, not

just for even what you might call national rights, but for some

fundamental values in life. When you are trying to get a division

ready for battle, and when a commander finds the need to go out

and to try to start from the beginning to give this boy a funda-

mental reason why he is in imiform, it is pretty discouraging.

i didn't read General Dean's statement, I don't know what he

said; but I do say that, after all, the young are America; they are

the America of today and, certainly, the America of the future.

It is our responsibility to try to see that they are given the under-
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standing we think we inherited from our forefathers, our tradi-

tions, given to them in a serious, understanding way that while

they are having their fun and enjoyment in life that they should

have, they really are getting an understanding of America. That

iswhat I think.

Merriman Smith, United Press: Thank you, Mr. President.

note: President Eisenhower's twen- 10:31 to 11:05 o'clock on Wednes-

ty-third news conference was held in day morning, December 16, 1953.

the Executive OfEce Building from In attendance: 161.

266 ^ Statements by the President on the First

Day of the Republican Legislative Conference in the

Cabinet Room. December 17,1 953

[ Remarks at the opening session at 8 : 30 a.m. ]

I HAVE CALLED this meeting of the Republican leaders of the

Senate and House of Representatives and the Chairmen of the

various standing committees for the purpose of advising with me
on the legislative program which I propose to set forth in the

President's State of the Unionand Budget Messages.
I am very happy to see you and have your cooperation at this

time. With it we can all look forward to another successful,

sound and productive session of Congress. I am convinced—as

I know you are—that the people of this country are looking to the

Republican Party to continue to enact a forward-looking, pro-

gressive program that will serve the welfare of 160 million people,

and I knowwe shall succeed.

This will be in furtherance of the program we started last year

which, among other things

:

Stopped the shooting and casualty lists in Korea.

Reduced by thirteen billion dollars the previous Administra-

tion's requests for new appropriations.

Cleared the way for January tax reductions in personal income

taxes and excess profits taxes.
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Stabilized the purchasing power of the citizen's dollar and

stopped inflation.

Removed stifling controls on our economy.

Extended emergency aid to agriculture and assisted those in

drought-affected areas.

Removed security risks from Federal service on the simple

premise that those disloyal to or unsuitable for Federal Govern-

ment cannot work for it.

Strengthened our defenses and those of the free world against

Communist aggression.

Enacted emergency legislation permitting additional immigra-

tion in urgent situations.

In accordance with our agreement, I expect to deliver my State

of the Union Message to the Congress personally on January 7th,

the day after the Congress convenes. The Budget Message and

the Economic Report will be sent up soon thereafter. Under

these circumstances, I know you realize that all of the matters

that we will discuss will be confidential. In order, however, to

give the public information and minimize speculation, I shall

make a statement at the end of each day, in which I shall give a

general report on how the meetings progressed as well as the

names of those who attended each session.

The American people have vested in the Republican Party the

responsibility of government. With that responsibility we have

a great opportunity to advance the welfare of our country. Now
let's go to work.

[ Statement at the end of the first day ]

THE CONFERENCE opened this morning at 8:30 a. m. with

a general discussion on the legislative program I propose to sub-

mit to the Congress. Those attending this part of the meeting

included: the Cabinet, the Congressional leaders, and members
of the White House staff.

The opening statement that I made to the meeting has already

been released and the discussion followed this general outline.
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Representative John Taber, Chairman of the House Appropri-

ations Committee, and Representative Dewey Short, Chairman

of the House Armed Services Committee, joined the conference

after this general discussion. During the remainder of the morn-

ing the conference dealt with matters affecting the defense pro-

gram, foreign operations, absentee voting for overseas armed

services personnel, and the Federal budget. Mr. Kyes, Mr. Stas-

sen, Mr. Cutler, and Mr. Dodge presented detailed analyses of

these respective subjects. The Defense, Foreign Operations, and

Budget administrators reviewed what they found when this Ad-

ministration took office; what had been accomplished this year

and what goals the Administration is seeking to attain during the

coming year.

The fiscal outlook was for a continuation of the substantial

progress this Administration has already made in its revision of

the Budget for fiscal 1954 that was prepared by the previous Ad-

ministration. In fiscal 1955, we will continue this progress by

further reduction of expenditures and further reduction of new
spending authority.

At the afternoon session the Conference was joined by: Senator

Homer E. Capehart, Chairman of the Senate Banking and Cur-

rency Committee; Senator H. Alexander Smith, Chairman of

the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare; Representa-

tive Jesse P. Wolcott, Chairman of the House Banking and Cur-

rency Committee; Representative Samuel K. McConnell, Jr.,

Chairman of the House Education and Labor Committee.

In the first part of the afternoon, Mr. Cole, the Administrator

of the Housing and Home Finance Agency, presented for

consideration a legislative program with especial emphasis

on assisting low income families in obtaining good housing

accommodations.

Next the Secretary of Labor discussed the plans of the Labor

Department and outlined suggested amendments to the Taft-

Hartley Act. Also, he discussed changes in the Unemployment

Compensation program providing for extended coverage. The

848



Dwight D. Eisenhower, ig^^ ^ 267

Secretary of Commerce also attended this session.

The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare then started

a discussion of the health plans of her Department. Mrs. Hobby
will continue discussion of other topics tomorrow.

On the basis of our first day of conference, I am sure I speak

for all at the conference when I say that the leaders of the Re-
publican Party will continue to present a successful, sound, and
productive program that will serve the welfare of 160 million

Americans.

267 ^ Remarks at a Dinner Commemorating

the 50th Anniversary of Powered Flight.

December ly^ 1953

President Johnson, and ladies and gentlemen:

It is indeed a great honor to have the privilege of addressing

the aristocracy of aviation. Moreover, it is a very and even

greater honor to join with you in honoring two names, those of

the Wright brothers, which names will glow brightly in America's

history as long as this country may endure.

Before such an audience as this, I shall not be foolish enough
to talk at length about the accomplishments and the history of

aviation. By no means would I get up before a college of sur-

geons and discuss or instruct in an intricate operation, and I am
not going tomake that kind of mistake here.

But I do want to refer to one element—one development—^in

the history of aviation : speed.

Recently, in reading about the Wrights, I noted that in that

early year of 1903, when 30 miles an hour was achieved that was
a very good performance. Then I noted, almost in the same day's

paper, that someone recently flew 1,650 miles an hour. In 50
years we multiplied the speed of travel by 50 times. And let's go
ahead until 2003. My grandson will then be half a dozen years
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younger than I am now. But if we keep up this same rate, he will

see airplanes traveling at 82,500 miles an hour, if my mental

arithmetic is somewhat correct.

Now, beyond that you have only to double it and you are at the

speed of light. Then we will have the physicists talk about what

is going to happen when you pierce the radiant barrier. It will

be an interesting problem for them : if you travel faster than light,

will you go blind?

This speed has become characteristic not only of the vehicle the

great aviation industry has produced, but of the people. I

shall tell you a little incident about one of your speakers this eve-

ning. A little more than 1 1 years ago tonight, we landed in North

Africa. My headquarters was at Gibraltar. I had an aviation

chief, and a question came up about aviation involving, really, the

flight of some P-38's from Britain on down to Gibraltar. We
needed them badly. I knew nothing of what they could do. So

I sent for my Chief, General Doolittle. Not to be found. And
so on my own I had to decide that a P-38 could fly that far, so I

sent a cable and said send them on down.

Now, when Jimmy Doolittle came in, I said, "Where have you

been?" And with his eyes glowing, he said, "I was flying a fighter

plane against some French ships.''

"Well," I said, "Jimmy, that is very interesting." And I said,

"We have got a number of second lieutenants over there flying the

ships, and you can be one of two things, a second lieutenant on

a fighter ship or you can be my chief of aviation and a major

general." I assure you, never did a potential second lieutenant

get promoted faster.

Now, there are other characteristics about their personnel that

have brought aviation to the point that it is today. I think they

are vision and imagination, courage and perseverance.

Now, as the airplane of today is so much more complicated

than the ship that the Wright brothers flew at Kitty Hawk as

almost to defy comparison, so is our world of today a far more

complicated thing than it was in those simple early days of this

century.
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This world is traveling in the speed of the complexity and

intricacy of its problems almost as fast as aviation has come ahead.

Indeed, I think maybe aviation is symbolic of what has happened

tons.

Now I subscribe to every word that has been said here this eve-

ning about air power. It is important to us. It is a deterrent to

potential enemies. It is absolutely needed in this day and time to

us, if we are to preserve this country inviolate to attack.

But my belief goes far beyond that. I do not believe that in

any amount of armed force, of whatever nature, is there real safety

over the long run for any nation. The power of the surprise

attack grows too great, and with every further step in the per-

fection of the airplane, with the terrifying increase in the power

of bombs, we get to the point that the side that denies the moral

and spiritual values in life preserves over people who live as we
do such a terrifying advantage that something must be done

about it.

Now that something, I submit, my friends, is the same vision,

the same imagination, the same courage and the same persever-

ance that brought the Wright brothers' ship today to the B-T52 and
the B-47, and this new 1,650-mile job.

You people, as you build this air force, as you maintain it, as

you keep it on top in quality, and wherever necessary in quantity,

you must tum your imaginations and these great talents tiiat you
have displayed to our country in the widest sense. You must
think in the deepest of spiritual and moral values, and how we
are going to protect them, because there finally will be the cap-

stone, as I see it, of all the service that the aviation industry can

possibly do to our beloved country.

Again my friends, my profoimd thanks to each of you for the

warmth and cordiality of your welcome, and for listening to me
so courteously.

Good night.

note: The President spoke at 10:24 Vernon A. Johnson, President of the

p.m. at the Statler Hotel in Washing- Aero Club of Washington,

ton. His opening words referred to
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268 ^ Statements by the President on the Second

Day of the Republican Legislative Conference.

December 18, 1953

[ The agenda for the morning session ]

THE CONFERENCE this morning will discuss four main topics,

as follows:

The Secretary of the Treasury will discuss taxes and the debt

limit with the Congressional leaders.

The Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission will discuss

proposed amendments to the Atomic Energy Act. Representative

W, Sterling Cole and Senator Bourke Hickenlooper, Chairman

and Vice Chairman of the Joint Congressional Committee on

Atomic Energy, will participate in this discussion.

The Secretary of State and the Director of the Foreign Opera-

tions Administration will discuss foreign affairs. Senator Alex-

ander Wiley, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee; Representative Robert B. Chiperfield, Chairman of

the House Foreign Affairs Committee; Senator Hickenlooper and

Representative Cole will participate in this discussion.

The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare will discuss

social security and aid to the physically handicapped and continue

a discussion ofjtheiiealth plans of her Department. Representa-

tive Carl T. Curtis, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Social

Security of the House Ways and Means Committee will partici-

pate in this discussion.

[ The agenda for the afternoon session
]

AT THE AFTERNOON session of the Conference the following

subjects will come up for general discussion.

The Secretary of Commerce, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff, the Counsel to the President, and Mr. Cutler, Special

Assistant to the President, will discuss the St. Lawrence Seaway.

Senator Alexander Wiley, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
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tions Committee, and Representative George A. Dondero, Chair-

man of the House Public Works Committee, will participate in

this discussion.

The Counsel to the President will next disQuss Hawaiian state-

hood. Senator Hugh Butler, Chairman of the Senate Interior and

Insular Affairs Committee, and Representative A. L. Miller,

Chairman of the House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee,

will attend this session.

The Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of Agriculture

will then bring up the question of public works, including high-

way, flood control, reclamation and water conservation problems.

Senator Edward Martin, Chairman of the Senate Committee on

Public Works, Senator Butler and Representatives Miller and

Dondero will participate in these discussions.

The final subject to be discussed this afternoon will be the

Administration's farm program. The Secretary of Agriculture

will lead this discussion which will be participated in by Senator

George D. Aiken, Chairman of the Senate Agriculture and Fores-

try Committee, and Representative Clifford R. Hope, Chairman

of the House Agricultural Committee.

[ Statement at the end of the second day
]

ON THE SECOND DAY of conferences with Congressional

leaders and Chairmen of Senate and House Committees, eight

main subjects were discussed. They were

:

Taxation. Because of reductions in expenditures already made
and presently planned, it was agreed that the way was cleared for

January tax reductions in personal income taxes and excess profits

taxes.

Atomic Energy. Discussions were held on proposed amend-

ments to the Atomic Energy Act. One phase of the discussions

dealt with the prospects of peacetime, civilian development of

uses of atomic energy.

Foreign Affairs. The Secretary of State reviewed the world

situation for the Congressional leaders.
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Social Security and Aid to the Physically Handicapped. Ex-

panded coverage of old age and survivors' insurance, together

with improvements in the Social Security system were discussed.

Extension of health facilities as well as improved plans for the

physically handicapped were likewise summarized.

St. Lawrence Seaway. The St. Lawrence Seaway project was

discussed by the Secretary of Commerce and the Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff from the standpoint of our national

defense.

Hawaiian Statehood. The question of statehood for Hawaii

was discussed and it was pointed out that the Republican Plat-

form urges "immediate statehood" for that territory.

Public Works. A program for better roads was outlined by

the Secretary of Commerce. Flood control and reclamation

projects, as well as careful programs to conserve the water re-

sources of our Nationwere also discussed in detail.

Agriculture. The Secretary of Agriculture reviewed the agri-

cultural accomplishments of the Administration in 1953 and made
certain proposals for an agricultural program after the present

law expires on December 31, 1954. Among this year's accom-

plishments were:

Removal of controls from livestock and meat.

Establishment of a drought emergency program with more than

1,000,000 tons of feed distributed in the drought areas; reduced

rail rates placed in effect and 18 States and one Territory (700

counties) receiving the benefit of the program.

A stepped-up beef purchase program that resulted this year in

Government buying of 249,000,000 pounds of beef.

Extension of supports, where necessary, even when no storage

facilities were available.

Expansion of facilities for storage of grain.

Reorganization of the Department of Agriculture, the creation

of an independent Farm Credit Administration, and the establish-

ment of a bipartisan Agricultural Advisory Committee.

The conference will continue tomorrow with morning and

afternoon sessions.
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269 ^ Statements by the President on the Last

Day of the Republican Legislative Conference.

December 19, 1953

[ The agenda for the final sessions ]

AT THE MORNING SESSION, the foUowing subjects were
scheduled for discussion.

The Attorney General will discuss several proposals designed

to provide more effective investigation and prosecution, not only

of subversive elements in our society, but also of criminals who
presently take advantage of certain loopholes in the law. Senator

Joseph R. McCarthy, Chairman of the Senate Government Op-
erations Committee; Senator Alexander Wiley, Chairman of the

Senate Foreign Relations Committee; Representative Chauncey
W. Reed, Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee; and Rep-
resentative Harold H. Velde, Chairman of the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities Committee, are to participate in these discussions.

The Under Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare will

discuss reorganization plans for the Executive Branch of the Gov-
ernment. Representative Clare Hoffman, Chairman of the

House Government Operations Committee, and Senator Mc-
Carthy will take part in this discussion.

A general discussion of interstate and foreign commerce is

then scheduled to be presented by the Secretary of Commerce and
Senator John Bricker, Chairman of the Senate Interstate and
Foreign Commerce Committee.

Representatives of the State and Justice Departments are

scheduled to discuss the Bricker Amendment with Senator

Bricker and Congressional leaders.

The final subject on the schedule for the morning is a discus-

sion of home rule for the District of Columbia. The President of

the Board of District Commissioners and the Chairmen of the

Senate and House District of Columbia Committees, Senator
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Francis Case and Representative Sid Simpson, will participate in

this discussion.

At the afternoon session, the subjects to be discussed are postal

rates, Civil Service, and Veterans affairs.

The Postmaster General and the Chairman of the Civil Service

Commission, together with Senator Frank Carlson and Represent-

ative Edward H. Rees, Chairmen of the Senate and House Post

Office and Civil Service Committees, will discuss the first two

subjects.

The Veterans Administrator and Representative Edith Nourse

Rogers, Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, will

participate in the discussion of Veterans affairs.

[ Statement at the conclusion of the conference
]

FOR THREE DAYS, I have discussed with the Congiessional

leaders and with the Chairmen of the standing committees of the

Senate and the House the legislative program which I propose to

submit to the Congress in January.

We have made much progress at these Conferences. The
Executive Branch of the Government, the Congressional leaders

and the Committee chairmen will cooperate fully in carrying out

this program. As a result, I know that the people of this country

will see the Republican Party continuing to enact progressive pro-

grams serving the welfare of all 160 million Americans.

During our discussions, representatives of the Executive Branch

of the Government—Cabinet officers and Heads of important

agencies—outlined certain phases of the program to be presented

in January and reviewed the accomplishments of the Administra-

tion during this past year. We covered a wide range of topics

—

although not all-inclusive of the recommendations that I shall

submit to the Congress. These topics were fully discussed. In

virtually every instance it was agreed by all to press for their

enactment by the Congress.

The fundamental principles that have guided the Administra-

tion in the development of the program can be stated simply:
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The program will be based, in principle and in philosophy, on

the 1952 Republican platform. In that platform, the Party

pledged itself to carry out certain obligations to the American

people and to the community of free nations. If we are to con-

tinue to deserve public support, we must live up to these declared

pledges and bring to our people a sound, constructive and com-

prehensive program which will

:

1. Use as a measure of every element of American foreign

policy the one simple rule: does it advance the interests of Amer-

ica? In that vein, it is clear that we must continue to strengthen

the unity of the free world to resist Communist aggression.

2. Present a domestic program that will give our people a guar-

antee that they can depend on this Administration to protect the

security, the welfare, and the economic stability of each individual

citizen.

The program will soon be ready for presentation to the Con-

gress. I am confident that it will be supported by the great ma-

jority of our citizens.

270 ^ Message to Rene Coty Congratulating

Him on His Election as President of the French

Republic. December 2^, 1953

His Excellency Rene Coty

President of the French Republic

Parisy France

Please accept my congratulations upon your election to the

Presidency of the French RepubHc. I am confident that, during

your term in office, France, true to her tradition, will provide

inspiration and leadership to our common efforts to advance the

cause of peace, well-being and human dignity for the peoples

of the world.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

56616—60 57
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271 ^ Remarks Upon Lighting the National

Community Christmas Tree. December 24, 1 953

[ Broadcast over radio and television at 5 : 09 p.m. ]

My fellow Americans—here in Washington, in your homes across

the Nation and abroad—and in our country^s service around the

world:

This evening's ceremony, here at the White House, is one of

many thousands in America's traditional celebration of the birth,

almost 2,000 years ago, of the Prince of Peace.

For us, this Christmas is truly a season of good will—and our

first peaceful one since 1949. Our national and individual bless-

ings are manifold. Our hopes are bright even though the world

still stands divided in two antagonistic parts.

More precisely than in any other way, prayer places freedom

and commimism in opposition, one to the other. The Commu-
nist can find no reserve of strength in prayer because his doctrine

of materialism and statism denies the dignity of man and conse-

quently the existence of God. But in America, George Washing-

ton long ago rejected exclusive dependence upon mere ma-
terialistic values. In the bitter and critical winter at Valley

Forge, when the cause of liberty was so near defeat, his recourse

was sincere and earnest prayer. From it he received new hope

and new strength of purpose out of which grew the freedom in

which we celebrate this Christmas season.

As religious faith is the foundation of free government, so is

prayer an indispensable part of that faith.

Tonight, richly endowed in the good things of the earth, in the

fellowship of our neighbors and the love of our families, would it

not be fitting for each of us to speak in prayer to the Father of all

men and women on this earth, of whatever nation, and of every

race and creed—to ask that He help us—and teach us—and

strengthen us—and receive our thanks.
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Should we not pray that He help us? Help us to remember

that the foimders of this, our country, came first to these shores in

search of freedom—freedom of man to walk in dignity; to live

without fear ; beyond the yoke of tyranny ; ever to progress. Help

us to cherish freedom, for each of us and for all nations.

Might we not pray that He teach us? Teach us to shun the

counsel of defeat and of despair of self-pride and self-deceit.

Teach us, and teach our leaders, to seek to understand the prob-

lems and the needs of all our people. Teach us how those prob-

lems may reach solution in wisdom and how best those needs

may be met. But teach us, also, that where there may be special

problems, there can be no special rights ; and though there may be

special needs, there can be no special privileges. Teach us to

require of all those who seek to lead us, these things: integrity of

purpose; the upright mind, selfless sacrifice, and the courage of

the just. Teach us trust and hope and self-dependence. Teach

us the security of faith.

And may we pray that He strengthen us. Strengthen us in

understanding ourselves and others—^in our homes, in our country,

and in our world. Strengthen our concern for brotherhood.

Strengthen our conviction that whatever we, as Americans, would
bring to pass in the world must first come to pass in the heart of

America. Strengthen our efforts to forge abroad those links of

friendship which must one day encircle the world, if its people are

to survive and live in peace.

Lastly, should we not pray that He receive our thanks? For

certainly we are grateful for all the good we find about us; for the

opportunity given us to use our strength and pur faith to meet the

problems of this hour. And on this Christmas Eve, all hearts in

America are filled with special thanks to God that the blood of

those we love no longer spills on battlefields abroad. May He
receive the thanks of each of us for this, His greatest bounty—and
our supplication that peace on earth may live with us, always.
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272 ^ Statement by the Presidenton Reducing

American Forces in Korea. December 265 1 953

THE FIGHTING in Korea was ended by an armistice which has

now been in effect for five months. We do not need as much
ground strength there now as when there was fighting. That is

the more true because of the capabiHties of ROK forces which

were substantially built up during the war. Also our growing

national air power possesses greater mobility and greater striking

force than ever before.

Accordingly, I have directed that the United States ground

forces in Korea be progressively reduced as circumstances war-

rant. As an initial step, two Army Divisions will soon be with-

drawn and returned to the United States.

While the United States is acting in good faith to preserve the

armistice and accomplish its purposes, we remain alert to all

possibilities. Therefore, I emphasize that the action being taken

does not impair our readiness and capacity to react in a way
which should deter aggression and, if aggression should neverthe-

less occur, to oppose it with even greater effect than heretofore.

Recently the United Nations members which had forces in

Korea clearly stated that, together, we would be united and

prompt to resist any renewal of armed attack. The same state-

ment pointed out that "the consequences of such a breach of the

armistice would be so grave, that, in all probability, it would not

be possible to confine hostilities within the frontiers of Korea."

United States military forces in the Far East will be maintained

at appropriate levels to take account of the foregoing and to fulfill

the commitments which the United States has undertaken in

that area, and which are vital to the security of the United States.

These forces will feature highly mobile Naval, Air, and Amphib-
ious units.

Thus, we move forward in pursuance of our broad policy to

make evident to all the world that we ourselves have no aggressive
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intentions and that we are resourceful and vigilant to find ways

to reduce the burdens of armament and to promote a climate

of peace,

NOTE : In his statement, the President the United Nations on August 7 and

quoted from the Special Report of is published in the Department of

the Unified Conmiand on the Annis- State Bulletin (vol. 29, p. 246).

tice in Korea. This report was sub- The President's statement was re-

mitted to the Secretary General of leased at Augusta, Ga.

273 ^ Memorandum Approving Defense

Procurement Policies in Aid of Areas of Economic

Distress. December 2^^ 1953

Memorandum for: The Secretary of Defense; the Chairman^

Atomic Energy Commission; the Administrator^ General Services

Administration

The Director of the Office of Defense Mobilization recently

issued a Manpower Policy designed to increase the number of

defense contracts that are placed in areas where there has been

a large amount of unemployment. At the same time he directed

that new defense plants located in areas where imemployment has

been high over a considerable period of time should be given a

rapid tax write-off on a larger percentage of their capital invest-

ment than would otherwise be the case.

I am in complete agreement with both of these policies.

I would appreciate it if you would communicate my views on

this matter to all procurement officials. I am asking the Director

of Defense Mobilization to provide me with periodic reports on

the results achieved under the two directives.

Dwight D. Eisenhower

NOTE : The memorandum was released at Augusta, Ga.
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AppendixA—White House Press Releases, 1 953

note: Includes releases covering matters with which the President was closely con-

cerned, except announcements of Presidential personnel appointments and approvals

of legislation with which there was no accompanying statement.

Releases relating to Proclamations and Executive Orders have not been included.

These documents are separately listed in Appendix B.

For list of Press and Radio Conferences, see subject index under "News Conferences."

Subject
January

20 Inaugural Address

22 Statement by the Press Secretary an-

nouncing nomination of Charles E.

Wilson as Secretary of Defense

24 White House statement concerning

resignation of Adm. Alan G. Kirk, Di-

rector, Psychological Strategy Board

24 White House statement announcing

nomination of Allen W. Dulles as Di-

rector and Lt. Gen. Charles P. Cabell

as Deputy Director, Central Intelli-

gence Agency

24 White House announcement listing

members of the crew of the President's

plane

26 Statement by the President on estab-

lishing the President's Committee on

International Information Activities

28 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Val Peterson as Adminis-

trative Assistant to the President

White House statement on appoint-

ment of James J. Wadsworth as

Deputy Chief of Mission of the United

States to the United Nations

Letter to the President of the Ameri-

can National Red Cross accepting the

position of Honorary Chairman

29 Memorandum on the Red Cross Cam-
paign

30 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Bernard M. Shanley as

Acting Special Counsel to the Presi-

dent

29

29

Subject
January

30 White House statement concerning the

Consumers* Price Index

February

1 Remarks recorded for the American

Legion "Back to God" Program

2 Annual message to the Congress on

the State of the Union

2 Message to Queen Elizabeth II on the

floods and hurricanes in the British

Isles

2 Message to Queen Juliana on the

storms and floods in the Netherlands

2 Message to King Baudouin I on the

storms in Belgium

3 White House announcement of ap-

pointments of Homer H. Gruenther,

Bryce N. Harlow, and Gerald D. Mor-

gan as special assistants on the White

House staff

3 White House statement on policies to

be applied in arriving at recommenda-

tions for revision of the 1954 budget

4 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Clarence A. Davis as Solici-

tor for the Department of the Interior

4 White House announcement of nomi-

nations of Ralph A. Tudor, Orme
Lewis, and Fred G. Aandahl as Under

Secretary and Assistant Secretaries of

the Interior, and of Craig R. Shcaffer

as Assistant Secretary of Conmierce
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Subject

February

4 Message from the Queen of England

in response to the President's message

on storms and floods in that country

5 Message from the Queen of the

Netherlands in response to the Presi-

dent's message on storms and floods

in that country

5 Remarks at the Dedicatory Prayer

Breakfast of the International Chris-

tian Leadership

6 White House announcement of the ap-

pointment of a Cabinet Committee on

flood relief in the British Isles and

Western Europe

7 Message to the Boy Scouts of America

on their 43d anniversary

7 White House announcement of the

forthcoming nomination of Glare

Boothe Luce as Ambassador to Italy

9 White House statement on the annual

report of the Air Coordinating Com-

mittee

9 Joint statement by the Majority

Leader of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives fol-

lowing White House conference on

the legislative program

1 1 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Paul F. Wagner as Spe-

cial Assistant in the White House

Office

11 Statement by the President after re-

viewing the case of Julius and Ethel

Rosenberg

12 Interim report of the President's

Cabinet Committee on Flood Relief

in the British Isles and Western

Europe

13 Letter from Mrs. Eisenhower to Paula

Martin

14 Letter from the Apostolic Delegate to

the Assistant to the President concern-

ing Julius and Ethel Rosenberg

16 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of C. D. Jackson as Special

Assistant to the President

Subject
February

16 Letter to Col. C. M. Boyer, Executive

Director, Reserve Officers Association,

concerning National Defense Week
16 White House announcement of re-

appointment of Lawrence M. Lawson

as a United States Commissioner, In-

ternational Boundary and Water Com-
mission, United States and Mexico

17 Letter to James W. Cothran, Com-
mander in Chief, Veterans of Foreign

Wars

18 Letter to Chairman, Tariff Commis-

sion, concerning imports of brier wood

pipes

18 Letter to Chairmen, Senate Finance

and House Ways and Means Com-
mittees, concerning imports of brier

wood pipes

18 White House announcement of nom-

ination of Karl L. Rankin as Am-
bassador to the Republic of China

18 White House announcement of nom-
ination of John Moors Cabot as As-

sistant Secretary of State for Inter-

national Affairs

18 White House announcement of nom-

ination of James Clement Dunn as

Ambassador to Spain

18 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of David K. E. Bruce as

observer to the Interim Committee of

the European Defense Community and

as representative to the European Coal

and Steel Community

19 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Delmont L. Chapman
and Marvin McClain as members of

the Agricultural Advisory Committee

19 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Roger M. Kyes, Deputy

Secretary of Defense, as a member of

the President's Committee on Inter-

national Information Activities

19 White House announcement of desig-

nation of Val Peterson as Acting Ad-

ministrator, Federal Civil Defense

Administration

864



Appendix A

Subject
February

20 White House announcement of nom-

ination of James Henderson Douglas,

Jr., as Under Secretary of the Air

Force

20 Letter to the President of the Senate

and to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives transmitting a pro-

posed resolution on subjugated peoples

21 Letter accepting resignation of H.

Merle Cochran, Ambassador to Indo-

nesia

24 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Robert L. Johnson to

head and study the operation of the

Foreign Information Service

25 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Albert M. Cole as Ad-

ministrator, Housing and Home
Finance Agency

26 Statement by the President concern-

ing the need for a Presidential com-

mission on Federal-State relations

March

1 Remarks recorded for the opening of

the Red Cross Campaign

2 Statement following discussions with

Prince Faisal, Foreign Minister of

Saudi Arabia

3 White House statement on report on

U.S. trade policies submitted by the

Public Advisory Board for Mutual

Security

3 Citation accompanying the Distin-

guished Service Medal presented to

Gen. Van Fleet

4 Statement by the President concern-

ing the illness of Joseph Stalin

4 Statement by the President on the oc-

casion of the swearing in of Val Peter-

son as Administrator, Federal Civil

Defense Administration

5 Remarks to the American Retail

Federation

5 White House statement concerning the

career civil service

Subject
March

5 Message conveying the Government's

official condolences on the death of

Joseph Stalin

6 Letter to Horace M. Albright concern-

ing a mid-century Conference on

Resources

6 White House statement on the forth-

coming visit of Prime Minister Mayer
and Foreign Minister Bidault of

France

6 White House statement on the forth-

coming visit of Chancellor Adenauer

of Germany

6 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Robert D. Murphy as

Assistant Secretary of State for U.N.

Affairs

6 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of John M. Allison as Ambas-
sador to Japan

6 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Lorena B. Hahn as U.S.

Representative on the U.N. Commis-
sion on the Status of Women

6 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Arthur F. Burns as member
of the Council of Economic Advisers

6 White House announcement of the

President's representatives to attend

the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II

7 Letter accepting resignation of John
R. Steelman, Special Assistant to the

President

7 Statement by the President following

meeting with Elliott Newcomb, Secre-

tary General of the World Veterans

Federation

9 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Lewis L, Strauss as Spe-

cial Assistant to the President

II White House announcement of ap-

pointment of special consultants to the

National Security Council

1 1 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of B. Frank Heintzleman as

Governor of Alaska
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Subject
March

1

1

White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Frederick Billings Lee as Ad-

ministrator, Civil Aeronautics Ad-

ministration

12 Citation accompanying the Medal of

Honor presented to Corporal Duane

E. Dewey

12 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan i of 1953

creating the Department of Health,

Education, and Welfare

12 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Katherine G. Howard
as Assistant Administrator, Federal

Civil Defense Administration

13 White House announcement of the

forthcbming visit of Prime Minister St.

Laurent of Canada

13 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Philip Young as member of

the Civil Service Commission

14 Remarks to the members of the House

of Delegates, American Medical

Association

16 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Leo A. Rover as U.S. At-

torney for the District of Columbia

17 Letter accepting resignation of David

L. Cole, Director, Federal Mediation

and Conciliation Service

18 White House announcement of nomi-

nation of Walter S. Robertson as As-

sistant Secretary of State for Far

Eastern Affairs

18 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Louis S. Rothschild as

Chairman of the Advisory Board, In-

land Waterways Corporation

18 Remarks to the Business Advisory

Council of the Department of Com-
merce

20 White House announcement of the

schedule for the visit of Prime

Minister Mayer and members of the

French Cabinet

March
Subject

20 White House announcement of nom-

ination of John C. Doerfer as mem-
ber of the Federal Communications

Commission

2

1

Statement by Mrs. Eisenhower to rep-

resentatives of the American Red
Cross

23 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Waino Edward Hen-

drickson as Secretary of the Territory

of Alaska

23 Statement by the President on the oc-

casion of the swearing in of Philip

Young as a member of the Civil Serv-

ice Commission and his designation as

Chairman

23 White House announcement of nom-

inations of U.S. Attorneys for the

Northern District of California and

for the District of Wyoming; and of

U.S. Marshals for the Southern Dis-

trict of Ohio and the District of South

Dakota

23 White House statement concerning

steps taken to strengthen and improve

the operations of the National Se-

curity Council

24 White House announcement of the

establishment of an Atomic Energy

Labor-Management Panel by the Fed-

eral Mediation and Conciliation

Service

24 Message for Queen Elizabeth II on

the death of Queen Mother Mary

25 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 2 of 1 953
concerning the Department of Agri-

culture

25 Memorandum concerning segregation

in schools on Army pK)sts

25 Letter accepting resignation of F.

Joseph Donohue, President, D.C.

Board of Conunissioners

25 White House announcement of nom-

ination of Samuel Spencer as a Com-
missioner of the District of Columbia
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March
Subject

27 White House announcement of nom-
ination of Ray Gidney as Comptroller

of the Currency

27 Statement by the President on the res-

ignation of C. Wesley Roberts, Chair-

man, Republican National Committee

28 White House announcement of the re-

opening of the White House grounds

for Easter-egg rolling

30 Special message to the Congress rec-

ommending the establishment of a

commission to study Federal, State,

and local relations

30 Agenda of the White House Confer-

ence of Local Officials

April

2 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 3 of 1953

concerning the organization of the

Executive Office of the President

2 White House announcement of nom-
ination of Kenton R. Cravens as Ad-
ministrator, Reconstruction Finance

Corporation

4 Statement by the President on the

fourth anniversary of the signing of

the North Atlantic Treaty

7 Message to the members of the United

Nations Conmiission on Human Rights

7 Special message to the Congress rec-

ommending the renewal of the Recip-

rocal Trade Agreements Act

7 Remarks at a meeting of the United

Defense Fund organization

9 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Henry J. Tasca as the

President's Special Representative for

Korean Economic Affairs

10 Special message to the Senate trans-

mitting agreements with Germany re-

lating to the settlement of certain debts

and claims

1

1

Letter to the Governors of the States

inviting them to a conference at the

White House

Subject
April

1 2 Address before the Council of the Or-

ganization of American States

14 Special message to the Congress rec-

ommending legislation for the disposal

of Government-owned synthetic rub-

ber facilities

16 Address "The Chance for Peace" de-

livered before the American Society

of Newspaper Editors

20 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 4 of 1953

concerning the Department of Justice

22 Letter to the President of the Senate

and to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives recommending emer-

gency legislation for the admission of

refugees

23 Exchange of letters between the Presi-

dent and Queen Juliana of the Neth-

erlands concerning refugees

23 Memorandum on payment for unused

leave to persons appointed by the

President

24 Letter to the Chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, concern-

ing the St. Lawrence Seaway

24 Letter to the Chairman, Federal

Power Commission, transmitting copy

of letter to the Chairman, Senate

Committee on Foreign Relations

24 Remarks at the luncheon of the Re-

publican Women's Spring Conference

24 Letter to Senator Anderson concerning

the submerged lands bill

25 Statement by the Press Secretary on
an editorial appearing in Pravda

29 Memorandum convening the Presi-

dent's Conference on Administrative

Procedure

30 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 5 of 1953
concerning the Export-Import Bank
of Washington

30 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 6 of

1953 concerning the Department of

Defense
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Subject
April

30 Statement by the President on the

need for balance between the military

and economic factors in the Na-

tion's posture for defense

May
I White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Paul L. Morrison as

Assistant Director of the Budget

1 Letter accepting resignation of Paul

M. Herzog, Chairman, National Labor

Relations Board

2 Letter to the President of the Senate

and to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives recommending estab-

lishment of a commission on foreign

economic policy

4 Excerpts from the President's remarks

opening White House Conference of

Governors

4 Schedule for the forthcoming visit of

Prime Minister St. Laurent of Canada

5 Statement by the President on the

fund-raising campaign of the Ameri-

can-KoreanT^'oundation

5 Special message to the Congress on

the Mutual Security Program

5 Excerpts from the President's remarks

closing White House Conference of

Governors

7 Address at the New York Republican

State Committee Dinner, Astor Hotel,

New York City

7 Address at the New York Republican

State Committee Dinner, Waldorf-

Astoria Hotel, New York City

8 White House statement on the report

of a special Cabinet Committee ap-

pointed to study the St. Lawrence-

Great Lakes Seaway Project

8 Joint statement following discussions

with Prime Minister St. Laurent of

Canada

1 1 Letter accepting resignation of Wil-

liam H. Draper, Jr., U.S. Special

Representative in Europe

Subject
May

12 Letter to General Ridgway, Supreme

Allied Commander, Europe, regarding

his nomination as Chief of Staff of

the Army

12 Letter to the Chairman, North At-

lantic Council, requesting the release

of General Ridgway as Supreme Allied

Commander, Europe

12 Letter to General Ridgway on his

service as Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Europe

12 Message to the Chairman, North At-

lantic Council nominating General

Gruenther as Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Europe

12 Letter to General Gruenther regard-

ing his nomination as Supreme Allied

Commander, Europe

12 Letter to Admiral Carney regarding

his nomination as Chief of Naval

Operations

12 White House announcement of nomi-

nations of Admiral Radford as Chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

General Ridgway as Chief of Staff of

the Army, and Admiral Carney as

Chief of Naval Operations

13 White House announcement of the

forthcoming visit of Prime Minister

Holland of New Zealand

15 Remarks at the House of Burgesses,

Williamsburg, Va.

15 Address at the inauguration of the 22d

President of the College of William

and Mary at Williamsburg

17 Remarks to the midshipmen at the

Naval Academy in Annapolis

19 Remarks at the United Negro College

Fund luncheon

19 Radio address to the American people

on the national security and its costs

19 Recorded summary of address to the

American people on the national

security and its costs
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Subject
May
20 Special message to the Congress rec-

ommending tax legislation

21 Statement by the President on the

forthcoming meeting of the heads of

government of the United States,

Great Britain, and France

22 Letter accepting resignation of Fred-

erick L. Anderson, U.S. Deputy Spe-

cial Representative in Europe

22 Statement by the President upon

signing the Submerged Lands Act

25 White House statement on the desig-

nation of Admiral Fcchteler as Com-
mander in Chief, Allied Forces South-

ern Europe

26 Statement by the President on the

armistice negotiations at Panmunjom

27 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of General Collins as repre-

sentative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

on the Military Committee and the

Standing Group of NATO
28 Release for direct quotation of a por-

tion of the President's news conference

28 White House announcement of forth-

coming visit of King Paul and Queen

Frederika of Greece

29 Telegram to Governor Kennon of

Louisiana concerning disaster relief

for flood affected areas

29 White House announcement of desig-

nation of delegates to 36th Session of

the International Labor Conference

June

I Special message to the Congress on

the organization of the Executive

Branch for the conduct of foreign

affairs

I Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 7 of 1953

relating to the establishment of the

Foreign Operations Administration

Subject
June

I Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 8 of 1953

relating to the establishment of the

U.S. Information Agency

I Memorandum to the Heads of De-

partments and to the Director for

Mutual Security on the organization

of the Executive Branch for the con-

duct of foreign affairs

I Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 9 of 1953

concerning the Council of Economic

Advisers

I Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting Reorganization Plan 10 of

1953 concerning payments to air

carriers

I White House announcement of reten-

tion of certain chiefs of mission at

their posts

1 White House announcement of resig-

nations of Richard B. McEntire as

member of the Securities and Ex-

change Commission; Carl R. Gray as

Administrator of Veterans' Affairs;

and Daniel W. Bell, Paul Moss, R. L.

Thornton, and Charles Ward as mem-
bers of the Advisory Board for the

Post Office Department

2 Message to the Senate transmitting

Agreement Revising and Renewing
the International Wheat Agreement

3 White House statement following the

President's meeting with members of

the High Authority of the European

Coal and Steel Community

3 Television report to the American peo-

ple by the President and members of

the Cabinet

7 Letter to President Syngman Rhee of

Korea, concerning acceptance of the

Panmunjom Armistice

10 Special message to the Congress re-

questing authority to make wheat

available for famine victims in

Pakistan
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Subject
June

10 Letter to Chairmen, Senate Finance

and House Ways and Means Commit-

tees, on imports of screen-printed silk

scarves

10 Letter to Chairman, Tariff Conunis-

sion, on imports of screen-printed silk

scarves

10 Address at annual convention of the

National Junior Chamber of Com-
merce, Minneapolis, Minn.

10 Remarks at the Ebenezer Home for

the Aged in Minneapolis

11 Address at the closure ceremonies at

Garrison Dam, N. Dak.

11 Address at annual convention of the

National Young Republican Organiza-

tion, Mount Rushmore National Mon-
ument, S. Dak.

12 Exchange of messages between the

President and Prime Minister Nehru
of India on the prisoner of war agree-

ment reached at Panmunjom

13 Remarks at the dedication of the Ells-

worth Air Force Base, Rapid City,

S. Dak.

14 Remarks at the Dartmouth College

Commencement Exercises, Hanover,

N.H.

14 Remarks at the dedication of the

Theodore Roosevelt home at Saga-

more Hill, Oyster Bay, N.Y., as a

national shrine

15 Statement by the President on the

death of Douglas Southall Freeman

15 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Donald R. Belcher as

Assistant Director of the Bureau of

the Budget

15 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Knowles A. Ryerson as

U.S. Member on the Council of the

Food and Agriculture Organization

for the CounciPs 17th session

15 Veto of bill for the relief of Helmuth

Wolf Gruhl

June
Subject

15 Veto of bill concerning the claim of

J. Don Alexander

17 Statement by the President on a pro-

posed Executive Order entitled "Safe-

guarding Official Information in the

Interest of the Defense of the United

States"

17 Letter from the Attorney General on
the need for revising the order and
regulations governing classified infor-

mation

17 Letter to Chairmen, Senate Foreign

Relations and House Foreign Affairs

Committees, concerning the European

Coal and Steel Community

18 Statement by the Secretary of State

on the release of prisoners of war by

the Republic of Korea

18 Statement by the President on the

prevention of forest fires

18 Statement by the President regarding

a grant of additional aid to West
Berlin

19 Statement by the President declining

to intervene on behalf of Julius and

Ethel Rosenberg

22 White House statement on Dr. Milton

S. Eisenhower's trip to South America

as Personal Representative of the

President

22 Statement by Dr. Milton S. Eisen-

hower concerning his forthcoming visit

to South America

22 Memorandum on the Community
Chest and United Fund Campaigns

24 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing bill providing for the treatment of

narcotics users in the District of

Columbia

24 Remarks at the American Red Cross

Convention

25 Remarks to veterans making the last

trip on the U.S.S. Williamsburg

25 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing the Pakistan Wheat Aid Act
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Subject
June

26 Exchange of messages between the

President and Chancellor Adenauer of

Germany concerning the uprisings in

East Berlin and East Germany

26 Letter to Dr. R. B. Downs, President,

American Library Association

26 Citation accompanying the Medal of

Honor presented to Sergeant David B.

Bleak, USA
26 Telegrams to the Governors of Texas

and Oklahoma concerning disaster re-

lief for drought affected areas

26 Telegram from the Assistant to the

President to the President, Texas Farm
Bureau Federation, concerning the

drought area

27 Message to Prime Minister Churchill

of Great Britain concerning postpone-

ment of the Bermuda conversations

29 White House announcement on the

conferring of the title of Ambassador

on Dr. James B. Conant, U.S. High

Commissioner in Germany

29 Exchange of messages between the

President and Prime Minister Mo-
hammed Ali of Pakistan concerning

the wheat grant

30 Telegrams to the Governors of Texas

and Oklahoma concerning assistance

to drought disaster areas

30 White House announcement of coun-

ties in Texas and Oklahoma desig-

nated by the President as disaster areas

30 Special message to the Congress re-

questing general legislation authoriz-

ing the use of agricultural commodi-

ties for foreign emergency relief

July

1 Memorandum on Community Chest

and United Defense Fund-USO cam-

paign in the National Capital Area

2 White House announcement of desig-

nation of counties in New Mexico,

Colorado, and Kansas as disaster areas

Subject

July

6 Letter accepting resignation of Dr.

Robert L. Johnson, Administrator, In-

ternational Information Administra-

tion

7 White House statement on the re-

tention of certain Ambassadors at their

posts

7 White House statement on the forth-

coming visit of Vice President and

Mrs. Nixon to the Far East and South

Asia

8 White House statement on the report

of the President's Committee on Inter-

national Information Activities

9 Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting report on inclusion of escape

clauses in existing trade agreements

9 Exchange of messages between the

President and Prime Minister Mos-

sadegh on the oil situation and the

problem of aid to Iran

9 Message to the President, AFL, and

the President, CIO, at the Inter-

national Confederation of Free Trade

Unions meeting in Stockholm

9 Letter to the Chairman, Tariff Com-
mission, requesting an investigation of

wool imports

9 Letter to the Secretary of Agriculture

requesting a study of the problems of

the domestic wool industry

9 Message to the National Co-Chairmen,

Commission on Religious Organiza-

tions, National Conference of Chris-

tians and Jews

9 White House announcement of the

President's forthcoming meeting with

the Governors of drought-affected

States at Amarillo, Tex.

10 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing bill concerning the display of the

flag of the United States

10 Statement by the President regarding

aid for the people of the Soviet Zone

of Germany
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Subject

July

10 Exchange of letters between the Presi-

dent and Chancellor Adenauer of

Germany concerning aid for the peo-

ple of the Soviet Zone

1

1

Exchange of letters between the

President-elect and Prime Minister

Mossadegh of Iran on the Iranian oil

problem

15 White House statement on the desig-

nation of counties in Arkansas and

Missouri as disaster areas

15 Letter to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives transmitting a pro-

posed supplemental appropriation for

the Department of Agriculture

16 White House statement on reports of

the Boards of Visitors to the Military

and Naval Academies

17 Message recorded for the Third Na-

tional Boy Scout Jamboree

20 Exchange of letters between the Presi-

dent and Chancellor Adenauer con-

cerning the Soviet Government's

refusal to admit food for the people of

East Germany
20 Veto of bill for the relief of Fred P.

Hines

2

1

Telegram congratulating Ben Hogan
22 Statement by the President on a pro-

posed amendment to the Constitution

relating to treaties

23 Letter to Augustus N. Hand regarding

his retirement from active service as

United States Circuit Judge for the

Second Circuit

23 Statement by the President on the Na-

tional Security Training Commission

and on military manpower policies

23 Letter to the Chairman, Senate Ap-

propriations Committee, on the Mu-
tual Security Program

24 Statement by the President upon ap-

pointing members of the second

Hoover Commission

25 Letter to Chancellor Adenauer of Ger-

many concerning the uprisings in East

Berlin and East Germany

July

Subject

26 Radio and television address to the

American people announcing the sign-

ing of the Korean armistice

27 Special message to the Congress con-

cerning increased aid for the Republic

of Korea

2 7 White House statement on designation

of additional counties in Arkansas and
Missouri as disaster areas

29 Statement by Dr. Milton S. Eisen-

hower upon his return from South

America

29 Veto of bill pertaining to improve-

ments to two business properties in

the District of Columbia

30 Message recorded for use in connec-

tion with the observance of National

Vegetable Week

30 Statement by the President on the

responsibility of the United States In-

formation Agency

30 Special message to the Congress re-

questing legislation raising the debt

limit

3

1

Special message to the Congress on the

Nation's natural resources

31 Message to the Congress transmitting

seventh annual report on United

States participation in the United
Nations

31 Statement by the President on the

death of Senator Robert A. Taft

August

I Special message to the Congress trans-

mitting proposed changes in the social

security program

I Letter to Chairmen, Congressional

Committees, on determinations made
pursuant to the Mutual Defense As-

sistance Control Act of 1951

4 Report by Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower,

Special Representative of the Presi-

dent, on his mission to South America

4 Remarks at the Governors' Confer-

ence, Seattle, Wash.
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Subject
August

6 Memorandum of disapproval of bill

repealing the admissions tax on mo-

tion picture performances

6 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing the Farm Credit Act of 1953

6 Radio report to the American people

on the achievements of the administra-

tion and the 83d Congress

7 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing the Refugee Relief Act of 1953

7 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing the Trade Agreements Extension

Act of 1953

7 Memorandum of disapproval of bill

for the relief of Mary Thaila Womack
Webb

7 Memorandum of disapproval of bill

for the relief of Ethel Hudson

Morrison

8 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing the Customs Simplification Act of

1953

1 1 Letter to heads of departments and

agencies concerning further economies

in Government

15 Statement by the President upon sign-

ing bill relating to State jurisdiction

over cases arising on Indian reserva-

tions

15 Memorandum of disapproval of bill

for the relief of Col. Harry F. Cun-

ningham

15 Memorandum of disapproval of bill

for the relief of the city and county of

Denver, Colo.

15 Memorandum of disapproval of bill

for the relief of Harold Joe Davis

17 Message to the Congress transmitting

semiannual report on Mutual Security

Program

17 Citation accompanying Medal of

Honor awarded to 2d Lieutenant

George H. O'Brien, Jr.

18 Statement by the President approving

a statement of policy on electric power

by the Secretary of the Interior

Subject
August

18 Exchange of messages between the

President and King Paul of Greece

concerning an earthquake disaster

18 Statement by the President concern-

ing aid by the Red Cross to victims

of the earthquake disaster in Greece

18 Citation accompanying Medal of

Honor awarded to Private First Class

Alford L. McLaughlin

20 Citation accompanying Medal of

Honor awarded to Private First Class

Robert E. Simanek

24 Letter to Chairman, Commission on

Foreign Economic Policy, transmitting

report of Lewis W. Douglas on his

financial and economic mission to the

United Kingdom

24 Letter to Lewis W. Douglas concern-

ing report on his financial and eco-

nomic mission to the United Kingdom

24 Report of Lewis W. Douglas on his

financial and economic mission to the

United Kingdom

25 White House announcement of forth-

coming visit of President and Mrs.

Remon Cantera of Panama

25 White House announcement of forth-

coming meeting of the President and

President Ruiz Cortines of Mexico at

Falcon Dam, Tex.

September

1 Exchange of letters between the Presi-

dent and Prime Minister Zahedi con-

cerning the need for increased aid to

Iran

2 White House announcement of ap-

pointments to the National Agricul-

tural Advisory Commission

4 Memorandum on the Community
Chest and United Fund Campaigns

5 Letter to the Commissioner of Indian

Affairs concerning his meetings with

the major tribal groups

5 White House statement on additional

aid to Iran
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Subject
September

7 Statement by the President: Labor

Day

8 Statement by the President on the

death of Chief Justice Vinson

10 Statement by the President on the

occasion of the Jewish New Year

I o Letter accepting resignation of Martin

P. Durkin, Secretary of Labor

12 White House statement on the estab-

lishment of the Advisory Committee

on Government Housing Policies and

Programs

1 6 White House statement on the forth-

coming visit of Prime Minister Laniel

and Foreign Minister Bidault of

France

1 6 White House statement on appoint-

ment of Dr. Mark A. May as special

consultant during the reorganization

of the United States Information

Service

1 6 White House announcement of the

signing of the formal ratification of a

treaty of friendship, commerce, and

navigation with Japan

1 8 Exchange of letters between the Presi-

dent and Mayor Ernst Reuter con-

cerning conditions in Berlin

1 8 Statement by the President concerning

the new Commission on Intergovern-

mental Relations

21 Address at the New England "For-

ward to '54" dinner, Boston, Mass.

22 Remarks at the American Bankers

Association Convention

22 Exchange of messages between the

President and Chancellor Adenauer
on aid for the people of East Germany
and East Berlin

22 Remarks at the first meeting of the

Commission on Foreign Economic
Policy

23 Remarks to the members of the U.S.

Committee for United Nations Day

Subject
September

23 Remarks to the fall meeting of the

President's Committee on Employ-

ment of the Physically Handicapped

23 Message to the 72d Annual Conven-

tion of the American Federation of

Labor in St. Louis

23 Letter to the Chairman, Air Coordi-

nating Committee, requesting a review

of aviation policy

23 Letter accepting resignation of Emmet

J. Hughes, Administrative Assistant to

the President

25 Memorandum directing Federal agen-

cies to participate in a civil defense

exercise

26 White House statement on the recon-

stitution of the International Develop-

ment Advisory Board

27 Message recorded for the United

Community Fund campaigns

28 Message to the Congress transmitting

the 34th report on Lend-Lease

operations

28 Letter accepting resignation of Judge

Evan Howell of the United States

Court of Claims

29 Statement by the President on the

death of Mayor Ernst Reuter of West

Berlin

30 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Morris Wolf as General

Counsel, Foreign Operations Admin-

istration

30 Statement by the President: National

Newspaper Week

October

I Joint statement by the President and

President Remon Cantera of Panama

I Remarks at dedication of Red Cross

Chapter House for the District of

Columbia

I Remarks to State directors of civil

defense
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Subject
October

5 Report by the Board of Inquiry on

the maritime labor dispute

5 Message recorded for the dedication

at Indiana University of a tablet

honoring Ernie Pyle

5 Letter to the Attorney General di-

recting him to petition for an injunc-

tion in the maritime strike

6 Address at the Sixth National Assem-

bly of the United Church Women,
Atlantic City, N.J.

6 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of Everett R. Cook and

Leslie R. Rounds as members of the

Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal

Commission

6 Memorandum directing that agricul-

tural commodities be made available

to meet relief requirements in Bolivia

7 Statement by the Secretary of Agri-

culture after conferring with the Presi-

dent on the drought disaster

8 Remarks at the annual meeting of the

American Council on Education

8 Statement by the President on the

threat of Soviet atomic attack

8 White House statement on the Presi-

dent's forthcoming visit to Canada

8 White House announcement of ap-

pointment of James P. Mitchell as

Secretary of Labor

8 Letter accepting resignation of Lloyd

A. Mashburn, Under Secretary of

Labor

9 Greetings to the delegates to the 42

d

Conference of the Inter-Parliamentary

Union

12 Statement following conference with

Madame Pandit, President of the

United Nations General Assembly

13 Remarks in response to birthday greet-

ings at Hershey, Pa.

13 Remarks at the Pennsylvania Republi-

can Rally on the occasion of the Presi-

dent's birthday

Subject
October

14 Exchange of letters between the Presi-

dent and President Paz Estenssoro of

Bolivia concerning the need for eco-

nomic assistance

15 White House announcement of desig-

nation of Governor John D. Lodge of

Connecticut as Personal Representa-

tive of the President to head delega-

tions to Panama and Costa Rica

15 Remarks at a train stop in Willard,

Ohio

15 Remarks at the cornerstone-laying

ceremony for the Anthony Wayne Li-

brary of American Study, Defiance

College, Defiance, Ohio

15 Address at annual convention of the

Future Farmers of America, Kansas

City, Mo.

16 Statement by the President on Eric

Johnston's mission to the Near East

16 Remarks at dedication of the Ameri-

can Hereford Building, Kansas City,

Mo.

17 Message from Mrs. Eisenhower to the

Director, American Association for the

United Nations, marking United Na-

tions Week

17 Address in New Orleans at the cere-

mony marking the 150th anniversary

of the Louisiana Purchase

17 Remarks to a group of Republican

workers in New Orleans

19 Toast to President Ruiz Cortines of

Mexico, Falcon Dam, Tex.

19 Address at the dedication of Falcon

Dam, Tex.

19 Remarks following the dedication of

Falcon Dam, Tex.

20 Statement by the President on the

death of William L. Hutcheson

2

1

White House statement on Federal ac-

tivities in the drought areas

22 Citation accompanying Medal of

Honor presented to 2d Lt. Raymond
G. Murphy
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October
Subject

November
Subject

23 White House statement on separations

from Federal service through the op-

eration of the Employees Security

Program

24 Statement by the President on the

work of the National Agricultural Ad-

visory Commission

26 Letter to Secretary of the Interior

McKay establishing a Cabinet Com-
mittee on Minerals Policy

27 Remarks at the presentation of seven

Congressional Medals of Honor
28 Directive approved by the President

for the guidance of the United States

Information Agency

28 Remarks of welcome to King Paul and

Queen Frederika of Greece

28 Toasts of the President and King Paul

of Greece

29 Remarks at the Fourth American

Forest Congress

30 Memorandum by the Chairman, Civil

Service Commission, on granting leave

to employees to register and vote

30 Letter accepting resignation of Wil-

liam D. Mitchell, Administrator,

Small Business Administration

30 Letter to Representative Clement J.

Zablocki on the arrest of Cardinal

Wyszynski of Poland

31 Statement by the President recorded

for the program of the Committee on
Religion in American Life

November

3 Statement by the President: Ameri-

can Education Week

3 White House statement on the tem-

porary assignment of Under Secretary

of Commerce Walter Williams in the

White House offices

4 Statement by the President on Soviet

note rejecting proposed conference on

Germany and Austria

6 Letter to Myron M. Cowen concern-

ing the Philippine elections

10 Statement by the Press Secretary on
forthcoming Three Power Conference
in Bermuda

ID Letter to the Chairmen, Senate Fi-

nance and House Ways and Means
Committees, concerning tariff on
brierwood pipes

10 Remarks at annual convention of the

United Daughters of the Confederacy

10 Remarks to the staff of the United
States Information Agency

10 Message recorded for a testimonial

dinner honoring Secretary of the

Treasury George Humphrey

11 Statement by the President on the

elimination of segregation in civilian

facilities at naval installations

11 Message on the death of King Ibn
Saud of Saudi Arabia

12 White House announcement of agree-

ment with Canada establishing the St.

Lawrence River Joint Board of

Engineers

1 2 White House announcement of agree-

ment with Canada establishing a
United States-Canadian Committee on
Trade and Economic Affairs

14 Address before a joint session of the

Parliament of Canada

14 Joint statement following discussions

with Prime Minister St. Laurent of

Canada

16 Letter to Walter P. Reuther extend-

ing greetings to the 15th Constitu-

tional Convention of the Congress of

Industrial Organizations

1

7

White House statement on the interim

report by Eric Johnston on his mission

to the Near East

18 Statement by the President on the

drought-relief programs

1 8 Remarks at a luncheon meeting of the

General Board of the National Council

of Churches

876



Appendix A

November
Subject

19 Remarks upon receiving an honorary

degree from Catholic University

20 Letter to the Chairman, Tariff Com-
mission, concerning imports of hand-

blown glassware

22 White House statement and summary
of report by Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower

on his mission to South America

22 Report to the President by Dr. Milton

S. Eisenhower on his mission to South

America

23 Remarks upon receiving the America's

Democratic Legacy Award at a B'nai

B*rith Dinner in honor of the 40th an-

niversary of the Anti-Defamation

League

26 Remarks of the President on Thanks-

giving Day in Augusta, Ga.

December

2 White House announcement of list of

U.S. delegates to the Bermuda
Conference

4 White House announcement of dis-

cussions preliminary to the first meet-

ing of the Joint United States-

Canadian Committee on Trade and
Economic Affairs

4 Final report by the Board of Inquiry

on the maritime strike

7 Joint statement by the President, the

Prime Minister of the United King-
dom, and the President of the Council

of Ministers of France following the

Bermuda conference

8 Address before the General Assembly
of the United Nations on peaceful

uses of atomic energy. New York City

8 Statement by the President concern-

ing the United States program for

assisting escapees and refugees

10 Letter to the Chairman, Tariff Com-
mission, directing an investigation of

imports of rye

Subject
December

10 Statement by the Press Secretary on

the Soviet reaction to the address on

Atomic Power for Peace

1

1

Statement by the President calling for

aid to the victims of the fire in Pusan,

Korea

1

1

Agenda for the White House Confer-

ence of Mayors

12 Remarks to the officers of the Pan
American Medical Association

12 Letter to Dr. Joseph J. Eller, Execu-

tive Director, Pan American Medical

Association

14 Remarks opening the White House

Conference of Mayors

14 Letter to the Governors of the States

calling for a Conference on Highway

Safety

14 White House announcement concern-

ing service by Ambassador Henry

Cabot Lodge, Jr., as special adviser

to the President on the United Na-

tions and other matters

15 Statement by the President requesting

reports to the FBI of violations of the

Atomic Energy Act

15 Letter accepting the resignation of

Earl D. Johnson, Under Secretary of

the Army

16 Message to Stanislaw Mikolajczyk

conveying greetings to the Inter-

national Peasant Union Forum

17 Statement by the President on the

first day of the Republican Legisla-

tive Conference in the Cabinet Room

17 Statement by the President at con-

clusion of the first day's session of the

Legislative Conference

17 Remarks at a dinner commemorating

the 50th Anniversary of Powered

Flight

18 Statement by the President at open-

ing of the second day's session of the

Republican Legislative Conference
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December
Subject

1 8 Statement by the President prior to

afternoon meeting of the second day's

session of the Republican Legislative

Conference

1

8

Statement by the President on the

second day's session of the Republican

Legislative Conference

19 Statement by the President on the

last day of the Republican Legislative

Conference

19 Statement by the President at end of

the last session of the Republican Leg-

islative Conference

December
Subject

23 White House statement on meeting of

the National Security Council at which

the President received a report on the

NATO Ministerial Council Meeting

23 Message to Rene Coty congratulating

him on his election as President of the

French Republic

24 Remarks upon lighting the National

Community Christmas Tree

26 Statement by the President on reduc-

ing American forces in Korea

29 Memorandum approving defense pro-

curement policies in aid of areas of

economic distress
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AppendixB—Presidential Documents Published

in the Federal Register, 1953

JVb. Date

3005 Feb. 20

3006 Feb. 20

3007 Mar. 2

3008 Mar. 17

3009 Mar. 27

3010 Apr. 6

301

1

Apr. 17

3012 Apr. 23

3013 May I

3014 May 8

3015 May 8

3016 May 21

3017 June I

3018 June 6

3019 June 8

3020 June 10

3021 June 14

3022 June 16

3023 June 23

3024 June 24

3025 June 30

3026 July 31

3027 July 31

3028 Aug. 7

3029 Aug. 10

3030 Aug. 15

3031 Sept. 8

3032 Sept. 22

3033 Sept. 22

3034 Sept. 29

3035 Nov. 5

3036 Nov. 7

PROCLAMATIONS
18F.R,

Subject page

Child Health Day, 1953 1103

Red Gross Month, 1953 1127

Supplementing Proclamation No. 2761A of December 16, 1947,

with respect to certain cattle 1 263

Armed Forces Day, 1953 1613

Cancer Control Month, 1953 1809

Pan American Day, 1953 1953

National Farm Safety Week, 1953 2367

World Trade Week, 1953 2469

Mother's Day, 1953 2633

National Maritime Day, 1953 2745

National Mental Health Week 2745

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 1953 3033

Flag Day, 1953 3219

Aid to Korea Week, 1953 3361

Imposing quotas or fees on imports of certain dairy and other

products 33^^

Imposing an import quota on shelled filberts 3453
Theodore Roosevelt Week 3473
Determining alpha-acetylmethadol and four other drugs to be

opiates 3553
National Day of Prayer, 1 953 3683

Adding lands to the White Sands National Monument, New
Mexico 3683

Quota limitations on imports of certain dairy and other

products 3^^5

United Nations Day, 1953 4589

Fire Prevention Week, 1953 4^17

Citizenship Day, 1953 4759
National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week, 1953 . . 4939
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 49^3

Death of Chief Justice Frederick Moore Vinson 5443

General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 1953 5721

Columbus Day, 1953 5721

Imposing import fees on shelled and prepared almonds .... 6345

Armistice Day, 1953 7^49

Thanksgiving Day, 1953 7219
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No, Date

3037 Nov. 10

3038 Nov. 18

3039 Nov. 30

3040 Dec. 24

Appendix B

18F.R,
Subject page

Copyright—Japan 7263

Enumeration of arms, ammunition, and implements of war . . 7505
United Nations Human Rights Day, 1953 781

1

Supplementing Proclamations No. 2867 of December 22, 1949,

and No. 2764 of January i, 1948, relating to trade agree-

ments 8815

3041 Dec. 26 Imposing a quota on imports of oats 8883

EXECUTIVE ORDERS

10432 Jan. 24 President's Advisory Committee on Government Organization;

establishment of 617

10433 ^^t). 4 Defense Production Act of 1950, as amended; further providing

for the administration of 761

10434 Feb. 6 Wage and salary controls under the Defense Production Act of

1950, as amended; suspension 809

10435 ^^^* ^ Tax. returns (income, excess-profits, declared value excess-

profits, capital stock, estate, and gift); inspection by the

Senate Committee on Government Operations 809

10436 Feb. 20 Reserving Kahoolawe Island, Territory of Hawaii, for the use

of the United States for naval purposes and placing it under

the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Navy 1051

10437 Feb. 20 Honorable Benjamin Ortiz; designation to act under certain

circumstances, as Judge of the United States District Court

for the District of Puerto Rico during the year 1 953 1 05

1

10438 Mar. 13 National Security Resources Board; transferring certain of its

functions and those of the Chairman to the Director of De-
fense Mobilization 1491

10439 Man 19 Amendment of Executive Order No. 10163 of September 25,

1 950, establishing the Armed Forces Reserve Medal 1581

10440 Mar. 31 Amendment of Civil Service Rule VI 1823

1 044

1

Mar. 31 Army and the Air Force; continuing in effect certain appoint-

ments as officers and warrant officers 1824

10442 Mar. 31 Tax returns (income, excess-profits, declared value excess-

profits, capital stock, estate, and gift); inspection by the

Senate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce . . . 1825

10443 Apr. 7 Eight-hour law; suspension thereof as to laborers and me-

chanics employed by the Atomic Energy Commission on

public work essential to the national defense 1953

10444 Apr. 10 Amendment of Executive Order No. 8809 of June 28, 1941,

establishing the Good Conduct Medal, as amended by

Executive Order No. 9323 of March 31, 1943 2069

10445 Apr. 10 Reserving certain lands acquired under Title III of the Bank-

head-Jones Farm Tenant Act as parts of National Forests . . 2069

10446 Apr. 17 Escapee Program administered by the Department of State;

specification of laws from which the Program shall be exempt . 2209
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No. Date Subject page

10447 Apr. 22 Tax returns; inspection by the Senate Committee on the

Judiciary 2391

10448 Apr. 22 National Defense Service Medal; establishment of 2391

1 0449 Apr. 24 New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad Company and certain

of its employees; creation of an emergency board to investi-

gate a dispute 2469

10450 Apr. 27 Security requirements for Government employment 2489

1 045

1

Apr. 28 Inspection of certain returns by the Committee on the Ju-

diciary, House of Representatives 2529

10452 May I Civil Service Commission; providing for the performance by the

Chairman of certain functions relating to personnel manage-

ment 2599

10453 May 18 Restoring certain lands comprising portions of the Fort Ruger

Military Reservation to the jurisdiction of the Territory of

Hawaii 2895

10454 May 18 Restoring certain lands of the Schofield Barracks Military

Reservation to the jurisdiction of the Territory of Hawaii . . 2895

10455 ^^y 22 Tax returns (income, excess-profits, declared value excess-

profits, capital stock, estate, and gift); inspection by the

Committee on Government Operations, House of Repre-

sentatives 3013

10456 May 27 Critical defense housing areas; delegating to the Secretary of

Defense and the Director of Defense Mobilization certain

functions relating thereto 3083

10457 May 27 Department of Justice; designation as a defense agency for

certain purposes 3083

10458 June I Certain foreign aid programs and related activities; providing

for the administration of 3^59

10459 June 2 Amendment of Executive Order No. 10422 of January 9, 1953;

prescribing procedures for making available to the Secretary

General of the United Nations certain information concerning

United States citizens employed or being considered for em-

ployment on the Secretariat of the United Nations 3183

10460 June 16 Telecommunications; providing for the performance by the

Director of Defense Mobilization of certain functions relating

thereto 35^3

1 046

1

June 17 Office of Defense Mobilization; delegation and transfer of cer-

tain functions and afi'airs provided for in Reorganization

Plan No. 3 of 1953 35^3

10462 June 19 Housing and Home Finance Administrator; delegation of

certain functions of the President 3^ ^3

10463 June 25 Amendment of section 6.4, Civil Service Rule VI 3^55

10464 June 25 Wheat to Pakistan; delegation of functions of the President

respecting transfer 3^^5

10465 June 30 Officer Personnel Act of 1947, as amended; suspension of cer-

tain provisions which relate to officers of the Marine Corps . , 3777
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idF.R.
Subject page

Army and Air Force; continuing in effect certain appointments

as commissioned officers and warrant officers 3777
Defense Production Act of 1950, as amended; further providing

for the administration of 3777
Puerto Rico Reconstruction Administration; appointment of

William G. Strand, Director, Office of Territories, Depart-

ment of the Interior, as Administrator 3979
Selective Service Regulations; amendment of 4107

Amendment of Executive Order No. 10408, transferring the

administration of a certain portion of the Trust Territory of

the Pacific Islands from the Secretary of the Interior to the

Secretary of the Navy 4231

Leaves of absence; authorization to heads of departments and

agencies to grant to certain persons 4231

National Agricultural Advisory Conmaission; establishment

of 4247

Amendment of the Foreign Service Regulations relating to

United States Foreign Service fees 4351

The Honorable Robert A. Taft 4509

Housing and Rent Act of 1947, as amended; administration

of
: ;

•
:

• ^^37
Foreign aid and foreign information functions; administration

of 4537

Authorization to Director of the United States Information

Agency to eJ^eJrcise certain authority available by law to the

Secretary of State and Director of the Foreign Operations

Administration 4540

10478 Aug. 5 Secretary of Defense; delegation of authority of the President to

order certain members of reserve components of the armed

forces into active Federal Service and to prescribe regulations

governing the appointment, reappointment, and promotion

of such members 4641

10479 Aug. 13 Government Contract Committee; establishment of 4899

10480 Aug. 14 Defense Mobilization Program; further providing for the ad-

ministration of 4939
1 048

1

Aug. 15 Department of Agriculture; designation of certain officers to

actasSecretary of Agriculture 4944

10482 Aug. 15 Government Contract Committee; providing for an addi-

tional member 4944

10483 Sept. 2 Operations Coordinating Board; establishment of 5379

10484 Sept. 3 President's Management Improvement Fund; providing for

the administration of 5397

10485 Sept. 3 Electric power and natural gas facilities located on the borders

of the United States; providing for the performance of certain

functions heretofore performed by the President with respect

thereto 5397

882

Ab. Date

10466 June 30

10467 June 30

10468 July 7

10469 July II

10470 July 17

1 047

1

July 17

10472 July 20

10473 July 22

10474 July 31

10475 July 31

10476 Aug. I

10477 Aug. I
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18F.R.
No, Date Subject page

10486 Sept. 12 Advisory Committee on Government Housing Policies and

Programs; providing for the establishment of 5561

1 0487 Sept. 1 6 Refugee Relief Act of 1 953 ; providing for the administration of . 5635

10488 Sept. 23 Foreign exchange by the United States; providing for the is-

suance of regulations governing the purchase, custody,

transfer, or sale 5^99
10489 Sept. 26 Defense Production Act of 1950, as amended; providing for

the administration of certain loan and loan guarantee func-

tions 6201

10490 Oct. I Creation of Board of Inquiry; to report on certain labor dis-

putes affecting the maritime industry of the United States . . 6279

1 049

1

Oct. 13 Amendment of Executive Order No. 10450 of April 27, 1953,

relating to security requirements for Government employ-

ment 6583

10492 Oct. 14 National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics; establishing

a seal 6583

10493 Oct. 14 Small Business Administration; delegating certain functions of

the President to the Administrator 6583

10494 Oct. 14 DefenseProduction Act; disposition of functions remaining under

Title IV 6585

10495 Oct. 14 Prescribing the order of succession of officers to act as Secre-

tary of Defense, Secretary of the Army, Secretary of the

Navy, and Secretary of the Air Force 6585

10496 Oct. 14 Restoring certain lands reserved for military purposes to the

jurisdiction of the Territory of Hawaii 6586

10497 Oct. 27 Public Health Service; amendment of the regulations relating

to commissioned officers and employees 6815

10498 Nov. 4 Uniform Code of Military Justice; delegating to the Secretaries

of the Military Departments and the Secretary of the Treasury

certain authority vested in the President 7003

10499 Nov. 4 Uniformed Services Contingency Option Act of 1953; delegat-

ing functions conferred upon the President by Section 8 . . 7003

10500 Nov. 4 Designation of the power authority of the State of New York

and establishment of the United States Section of the St.

Lawrence River Joint Board of Engineers 7005

1 050

1

Nov. 5 Safeguarding official information in the interests of the defense

of the United States 7046

10502 Dec. I Canal Zone; suspending certain statutory provisions relating to

employment 7667

10503 Dec. I Amendment of Executive Order No. 1 00 1 1, as amended author-

izing the Secretary of State to exercise certain powers of the

President with respect to the granting of allowances and allot-

ments to Government personnel on foreign duty 7667

10504 Dec. I Transferring certain functions, powers, and duties to the Small

Business Administration 7667

10505 Dec. 10 Selective Service Regulations; amendment of 8217
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18F.R.
No, Date Subject page

10506 Dec. 10 Public Health Service Act; delegating certain functions of the

President 8219

10507 Dec. 10 Executive Order No. 9805, further amendment of; prescribing

regulations governing payment of certain travel and trans-

portation expenses 8220

10508 Dec. 14 Excusing Federal employees from duty one-half day on Decem-
ber 24, 1953 and one-half day on December 31, 1953 . . . 8221

10509 Dec. 16 Railway Express Agency, Inc., and certain of its employees;

creation of an emergency board to investigate a dispute . . 847

1

1 05 10 Dec. 17 Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; establishing a

seal 8527

PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS OTHER THAN PROCLAMATIONS
AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Mar. 6 Letter: Trade Agreement; Carrying out the Torquay Protocol to the

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and for other purposes ... 1 347
Apr. II Reorganization Plan No. i of 1953: Department of Health, Education,

and Welfare 2053

Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1953: Department of Agriculture . ... 3219
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1953: Office of Defense Mobilization. . . 3375
Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1953: Department ofJustice 3577
Reorganization Plan No. 5 of 1953: The Export-Import Bank of Wash-
ington 3741

Reorganization Plan No. 6 of 1953: Department of Defense 3743
Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1953: Foreign Operations Administra-

tion 4541
Reorganization Plan No. 8 of 1953: United States Information Agency . 4542
Reorganization Plan No. 9 of 1953: Council of Economic Advisers . . . 4543
Reorganization Plan No. 10 of 1953: Payments to Air Carriers . . . . 4543

June 5

June 13

June 23

July I

July I

Aug. 4

Aug. 4
Aug. 4
Aug. 4
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Appendix C—Presidential Reports to the Congress,

1953
Date of
White

Sent to the House
Subject Published Congress release

Annual report of the Air Coordinating Committee
for the year 1952 H. Doc. 82 Feb. 9(H) Feb. 9

Feb. io{S)
Report of the Secretary of State on the Operations

of the Department of State H. Doc. 115 Mar. 30 ....
Report of the National Capital Housing Authority

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1952 Apr. 13 ....
Report on Inclusion of Escape Clauses in Existing

Trade Agreements H. Doc. 205 July 9 July 9
Report of the National Advisory Council on Inter-

national Monetary and Financial Problems . . . H. Doc. 214 July 27 ....
Report on United States Participation in the

United Nations H. Doc. 222 July 31 July 31
Report of the Office of Alien Property, Department
of Justice, for the fiscal year ended June 30,

1952 Aug. I ....
Report on the Mutual Security Program covering

operations endedJune 30, 1953 H. Doc. 226 Aug. 17 Aug. 17
Thirty-fourth Report on Lend-Lease Operations

for the year ending December 31, 1952 H. Doc. 233 Sept. 28 Sept. 28
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AppendixD—Rules Governing This Publication

[Reprinted from the Federal Register, vol. 24, p. 2354, dated March 26, 1959]

TITLE I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapter I—^Administrative Committee of the Federal Register

PART 32—PUBLIC PAPERS OF THE
PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED
STATES

Sec.

32.1

32.2

32.3

PUBLICATION AND FORMAT

Publication required.

Coverage of prior years.

Format, indexes, ancillaries.

SCOPE

32.10 Basic criteria.

32.11 Sources.

FREE DISTRIBUTION

32.15 Members of Congress.

32.16 The Supreme Court.

32.17 Executive agencies.

PAID DISTRIBUTION

32.20 Agency requisitions.

32.21 Extra copies.

32.22 Sale to public.

Authority: §§32.1 to 32.22 issued

under sec. 6, 49 Stat. 501, as amended;

44 U.S.C. 306.

Publication and Format

§ 32.1 Publication required. There
shall be published forthwith at the end of

each calendar year, beginning with the

year 1957, a special edition of the Fed-
eral Register designated "Public Papers

of the Presidents of the United States."

Each volume shall cover one calendar year

and shall be identified further by the name
of the President and the year covered.

§ 32.2 Coverage of prior years. After

conferring with the National Historical

Publications Commission with respect to

the need therefor, the Administrative

Committee may from time to time au-

thorize the publication of similar volumes
covering specified calendar years prior to

1957.

§ 32.3 Format, indexes, ancillaries.

Each annual volume, divided into books
whenever appropriate, shall be separately

published in the binding and style deemed
by the Administrative Committee to be
suitable to the dignity of the office of

President of the United States. Each
volume shall be appropriately indexed and
shall contain appropriate ancillary in-

formation respecting significant Presi-

dential documents not published in full

text.

Scope

§ 32.10 Basic criteria. The basic text

of the volumes shall consist of oral utter-

ances by the President or of writings sub-

scribed by him. All materials selected for

inclusion under these criteria must also

be in the public domain by virtue of

White House press release or otherwise.

§ 32.11 Sources, (a) The basic text

of the volumes shall be selected from the

official text of: (i) Communications to

the Congress, (2) public addresses, (3)
transcripts of press conferences, (4) pub-
lic letters, (5) messages to heads of state,

(6) statements released on miscellaneous

subjects, and (7) formal executive docu-

ments promulgated in accordance with
law.

(b) Ancillary text, notes, and tables

shall be derived from official sources only.

Free Distribution

§ 32.15 Members of Congress. Each
Member of Congress shall be entitled to
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Appendix D
one copy of each annual volume upon
application therefor in writing to the
Director.

§ 32.16 The Supreme Court, The
Supreme Court of the United States shall

be entitled to twelve copies of the annual
volumes.

§ 32.17 Executive agencies. The head
of each department and the head of each
independent agency in the executive
branch of the Government shall be en-
titled to one copy of each annual volume
upon application therefor in writing to

the Director.

Paid Distribution

§ 32.20 Agency requisitions. Each
Federal agency shall be entitled to obtain
at cost copies of the annual volumes for

official use upon the timely submission to

the Government Printing Office of a
printing and binding requisition (Stand-
ard Form No. i )

.

§ 32.21 Extra copies. All requests
for extra copies of the annual volumes
shall be addressed to the Superintendent
of Documents, Government Printing Of-
fice, Washington 25, D.C. Extra copies

shall be paid for by the agency or official

requesting them.

§ 32.22 Sale to public. The annual
volumes shall be placed on sale to the
public by the Superintendent of Docu-
ments at prices determined by him under
the general direction of the Administrative

Committee.*****
Administrative Committee of
THE Federal Register,

Wayne C. Grover,
Archivist of the United States,

Chairman,
Raymond Blattenberger,

The Public Printer,

Member,
William O. Burtner,
Representative of the Attorney

General, Member,
Approved March 20, 1959.
William P. Rogers,

Attorney General.

Franklin Floete,
Administrator of General Services.

[F.R. Doc. 59-2517; Filed, Mar. 25, 1959;
8:45 a.m.]
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INDEX

[References are to items except as otherwise noted]

Abdul Aziz Ibn al Saud, i8

Death of, 245
Abilene, Kans., 225, 252
Abrams, Capt. Bernard, 1

7

Acheson, Dean, 37
Adams, Sherman, 37
Addresses, remarks, etc., on commemora-

tive or dedicatory occasions

American Hereford Association, dedica-

tion of building, 218

Anthony Wayne Library of American
Study, Defiance College, comer-
stone-laying ceremony, 215

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,

40th anniversary, 252
Boy Scouts, 43d anniversary, 9
Ellsworth Air Force Base, dedication, 103
Falcon Dam, dedication, 222
Garrison Dam, closure ceremonies, 100
Indiana University, tablet honoring

Ernie Pyle, dedication, 204
International Christian Leadership,

dedicatory prayer breakfast, 8

Louisiana Purchase, 150th anniversary,

219
NATO, fourth anniversary, 42
Powered flight, 50th anniversary, 267
Red Cross Chapter House, District of

Columbia, dedication, 201

Theodore Roosevelt Home at Sagamore
Hill, dedication, 105

Addresses, remarks, etc., to national groups

American Bankers Association, 189
American Council on Education, 207
American Federation of Labor, 193
American Forest Congress, 234
American Medical Association, 29
American Red Cross, 1

1

7

American Retail Federation, 23
American Society of Newspaper Editors,

50
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,

252

Addresses, remarks—Continued
Boy Scouts, 9, 137
Future Farmers of America, 2 1

6

National Council of Churches, 250
National Junior Chamber of Commerce,

.98
National Young Republican Organiza-

tion, 1 01

Republican Women's Spring Confer-
ence, 57

United Church Women, 205
United Daughters of the Confederacy,

240
Addresses or remarks at presentation cer-

emonies
America's Democratic Legacy Award,

acceptance, 252
Eisenhower Exchange Fellowships, ac-

ceptance of plans for, 2 1

2

Honorary degrees, acceptance, 79, 104,

.251
Legion of Merit, King Paul of Greece,

233
Medal of Honor, seven Korean war

veterans, 229
Adenauer, Konrad

Letters, 135, 138, 146
Messages, 121, 188
News conference remarks on, 126, 141,

225
On food shortage in East Germany, 134

Adler, Julius Ochs, nomination to Na-
tional Security Training Commission,
144

Administrative Procedure, President's

Conference on, 59
Admissions tax on motion picture perform-

ances, repeal, disapproval, 157
Advisory Board on Economic Growth and

Stability, 93
Advisory Committee on Voluntary For-

eign Aid, 92
AFL. See American Federation of Labor
Africa, assistance, 66
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Index

[ References are to items except as otherwise noted ]

Agricultural Advisory Commission, Na-
tional, 6, 153,216

News conference remarks, 12, 225, 230,

238
Statement, 227

Agricultural research, 95
Agricultural surpluses, 6, 68, 69, 95, 153

For Bolivian relief, 213
Memorandum, 206

For foreign emergency relief, message,

125
News conference remarks, 1 2, 3 1, 41, 109

See also specific commodities

Agriculture, 6, 95, 10 1, 158, 216, 264, 268

News conference remarks, 12, 225, 249
and ftn. (p. 780)

See also Farm; specific programs

Agriculture, Department of

News conference remarks, 15, 22, 41, 225
Reorganization, 35, 153
Supplemental appropriation proposed,

136
Upstream dams for soil conservation,

authority re, 15, 22

Wool production study, 131

Agriculture, Secretary of (Ezra Taft Ben-

son), 6, 25, 136, 268
Agricultural commodities for Bolivian

relief, memorandum, 206

Beef prices, investigation, 227, 249
Broadcast with the President, 95
Drought relief, 227

Meeting with Governors, 2 1

6

European storm disaster relief, 7 n.

Letter, 131

News conference remarks on, 15, 41,

128,225, 249
Reorganization of Department, func-

tions re, 35, 153

Wool production study, 131

Agronsky, Martin, 31, 109

Aiken, Sen. George D., 187, 268

Air Coordinating Committee, letter to

Chairman, 194
Air defense, 3

1

U.S.-Canada, 246, 247

Air Force, 98
Budget (1954), 82
Contracts, 54
MIT survey on civil and air defense, 31
News conference remarks, 31, 54, 62, 88
Reduction in, 88

Air Force, Department of the. Reorganiza-

tion Plan 6, message, 61

Air Force Academy, comment on pro-

posal, 3

1

Air power, U.S., 82, 83, 98, 267, 272
Aircraft, military, 267

Soviet attacks, 3

1

Airline subsidies. Reorganization Plan 10,

message, 94
Alaska

International Boundary Commission, 41
News conference remarks, 15, 41, 77
Statehood, 15,77

Albania, 233 n.

Albright, Horace M., letter, 25
Albright, Robert C, 225
Aldrich, Winthrop, 34 n.

Alexander, J. Don^ tax refund claim, veto,

107
Alexander Industries, Inc., 107
Algeria, Timgad, 234
Alloys, imports, 69
American Bankers Association, remarks,

189
American Council on Education, remarks,

207
American Education Week, statement, 237
American Federation of Labor, 128, 130

Message, 193
American Forest Congress, remarks, 234
American Hereford Association, dedica-

tion of building, remarks, 218
American-Korean Foundation, 159, 258

Campaign, 65
American Legion, "Back to God" program,

remarks, 5
American Library Association, 120
American Medical Association, remarks,

American National Cattlemen's Associa-

tion, meeting, 230
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[ References are to items except as otherwise noted ]

American Relief for Korea, 258
American Retail Federation, remarks, 23
American Royal Livestock and Horse

Show, 218 n.

American Society of Newspaper Editors,

address, 50
American States, Organization of, address

before Comicil, 48
America's Democratic Legacy Award, ac-

ceptance, remarks, 252
Amory, Robert, Jr., 33
Anderson, Gov. C. Elmer, 98
Anderson, Sen. Clinton P., letter, 58
Anderson, Dillon, 33 n.

Anderson, Robert B. See Navy, Secretary

of the (Robert B. Anderson)
Anderson, Samuel W., 213 n.

Anderson, Gov. Sigurd, 1 01, 103
Annapolis, Md., U.S. Naval Academy, 80,

81

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,

40th anniversary, remarks, 252
Anti-Semitism in Soviet Union, 22

Appointments
Hoover Commission, 145
Procedures on, 37

Approval of acts of Congress, statements.

See Legislation, statements upon ap-

proval

Arab States, 18

Dispute with Israel, 230
Jordan River development, 217, 230
Refugees, 89, 217

Armed forces, U.S., 4, 6, 11, 13, 61, 248
Beef supply, 1

2

Doctors, quota of, 15
In Europe, aid to storm damaged areas,

7n.,8
In Far East, 272
In Greece, aid to earthquake disaster

area, 172 n.

In Korea, 12

Reduction of ground forces, 272
News conference remarks, 12, 15, 37, 41,

62, 230
Nuclear weapons, use of, 256
Racial discrimination, elimination, 6

Armed forces, U.S.—Continued
Reduction, 37, 41
Reserves, 144
See also Military personnel

Armistice Day, 243
Arms limitation and reduction, i, 50
Army

Fifth Division, deactivation, 62
Integration in schools on Army posts, 31,

lOI

Memorandum, 36
News conference remarks, 3 1, 62, 254
Reduction, 254

Army, Department of the

Mitchell, James P., 208
Reorganization Plan 6, message, 61

Army, Secretary of the (Robert T.
Stevens)

, 36
Arrowsmith, Marvin L., 31, 37, 41, 54, 62,

88, 109, 128, 141, 198, 238, 249, 254,
265

Arth, Carol R., loi n.

Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia, 50,

70,98,156,256
Assistance, 66, 143
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
News conference remarks, 54, 77, 254,

265
Visit of Secretary Dulles, 10

1

Visit of Vice President Nixon, 254, 265
See also Far East; specific countries

Associated States of Indochina. See Cam-
bodia; Laos; Viet-Nam

Astin, A. v., 41

Athens, Greece, 232

Atherton, Warren, nomination to National
Security Training Commission, 144

Atlantic Charter, 14

Atlantic City, N.J., 205, 208

Atomic bomb, 256
Nevada test, 3

1

News conference remarks, 1 2, 3

1

See also Nuclear weapons; Nuclear
weapons tests
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[ References are to items except as otherwise noted ]

Atomic Energy Act, 265
Amendments proposed, 268

Violations, 264
Atomic Energy Commission, 143, 263
News conference remarks, 54, 208, 265

Atomic Energy Commission, Chairman
(Lewis L. Strauss) , 268

Memorandum, 273
News conference remarks on, 1 2, 265

Atomic Energy Commission, International,

proposed, 256
Atomic energy for peaceful uses, 50, 268

Address at United Nations, 256
News conference remarks, 265

International atomic pool. President's

proposal, 265
News conference remarks, 54, 208, 243,

265
Atomic information exchange, question of,

1 28, 265
Atomic weapons. See Nuclear weapons
Attlee, Clement R., 77
Attorney General, Acting, regulations re.

Attorney General (Herbert Brownell, Jr.),

269
Broadcast with the President, 95
Hoover Commission, representation on,

145 n.

Injunction m maritime stnke, letter, 203
News conference remarks on, 22, 109,

126,243,249,254
President's Conference on Administra-

tive Procedure, 59
Public school integration, recommenda-

tions re, 249
Security information, new procedures,

no
Security program, 6, 254
White (Harry Dexter) case, 243

^

Witnesses, immunity from self-incrimi-

nation, recommendation re, 249
Augusta, Ga., 249, 253
Australia

Defense treaty with United States, 96
Escapees settling in, 257 n.

Wheat for Pakistan relief, 97

Austria

Four-power conference on, proposed,

238, 254
News conference remarks, 238, 254
Treaty with, proposed, 50, 255, 256

Aviation

50th anniversary of powered flight, 267
Speed, progress, 267
U.K.-Soviet talks on air safety over

Germany, 41
Aviation policy review, letter to Robert B.

Murray, Jr., 194
Awards and citations

America's Democratic Legacy Award,
acceptance, 252

Distinguished Service Medal, Gen. James
A. Van Fleet, 19

Legion of Merit, King Paul of Greece,

233
Medal of Honor

Bleak, David B., 1 22, 229 n.

Dewey, Duane E., 27
McLaughlin, Alford L., 1 74, 229 n.

Miyamura, Hiroshi H., 229 n.

Murphy, Lt. Raymond G., 226, 229 n.

O'Brien, Lt. George H., Jr., 170,

229 n.

Simanek, Robert E., 1 75, 229 n.

Stone, Lt. James L., 229 n.

"Back to God" program of American
Legion, remarks, 5

Bankers Association, American, remarks,

189

Bartlett, Charles L., 208, 265
Baseball team, Washington, D.C., 41

Bases, U.S., in Spain, 198

Bastian, Judge Walter M., 59
Battle, Gk)v. John Stewart, 79
Baudouin I, message, 7

Bauer, Dr. Louis H., 29

Beach, Comdr. Edward L., 229 n., 254
ftn. (p. 800)

Beale,W.L.,Jr., 126

Beaudoin, Louis, 246 n.

Beebe, Brig. Gen. R. E., 71
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[ References are to items except as otherwise noted ]

Beef
Consumption, 30, 216, 230
News conference remarks, 1 2, 230, 249
Prices, 12,249

Belair, Felix, Jr., 3

1

Belgium
Baudouin I, message, 7
Storm disaster, 7

Bell, Daniel W., 22 and ftn. (p. 86)
Bell, Jack L., 62
Benson, Ezra Taft. See Agriculture, Sec-

retary of (Ezra Taft Benson)

Bentley, Elizabeth T., 243
Berlin

Anti-Communist uprisings in East Ber-

lin, 109, 130, 146, 159
Message to Chancellor Adenauer, 121

Assistance, statement, 1 13
Employment, 185
Food shortage in East Berlin, 135 n.

U.S. food shipment for distribution to

East Germans, 135, 141, 159, 185,

188
Four-power council (1945)5 128

Imprisoned workers in East Berlin, U.S.

position on, 130
Mayor Ernst Reuter
Death of, 197
Letter, 185

News conference remarks, 109, 128, 141
Refugees in, 53

Bermuda meeting of Western leaders, 95,
256

Joint statement, 255
News conference remarks, 88, 126, 198,

243, 249, 254, 265
Postponement, message to Prime Min-

ister Churchill, 1 23
Statement, 85

Bemhard, Prince, 53
Berry, Repr. E. Y., loi

Bilbo, Theodore G., 37
Bipartisanship in foreign affairs, 6, 249
Birthday, the President's, 21 1, 212

Bismarck, Otto von, 187

Black, James B., 33 n.

Bleak, David B., Medal of Honor award,

122, 299 n.

Blood Program, National, 4
Bloomingdale Bros., Inc., 208
B'nai B'rith, Anti-Defamation League, 40th

anniversary, remarks, 252
Bohlen, Charles E., 22, 3 1, 37, 41, 265
Bolivia

Assistance

Letter to President Paz Estenssoro,

213
Memorandum, 206

Visit of Milton S. Eisenhower, 213
Bombs

Atomic, 12,31,256
Hydrogen, 198, 208, 256
See also Nuclear weapons; Nuclear

weapons tests; Weapons
Bond, Jay D., 59
Bonds, U.S., 189
Bonnell, Rev. John Sutherland, 132
Bonnet, Henri, 219
"Book burning," conmient on, 109, 1 26

Books in U.S. libraries overseas, 109, 126,

128

Boston, Mass., address, 187
Boundary and Water Commission, Inter-

national, United States and Mexico,

222
Bourgholtzer, Frank, 3

1

Bowie, Robert R., 254 ftn. (p. 800)
Boy Scouts

43d anniversary, message, 9
National Jamboree, message, 137

Boyer, Col. C. M., letter, 1

1

Bradley, Gen. Omar N., 109 ftn. (p. 439)
Brandt, Raymond P., 12, 15, 31, 77, 88, 109,

126,198,243
Branscomb, Harvie, 230
Brenton, W. Harold, 189 n.

Bricker, Sen. John W., 215, 269
News conference remarks on, 3 1 , 1 26

Bricker (Sen. John W.) amendment, 31,

37,126
Bridges, Sen. Styles, 37, 187

Letter, 143
Briggs, Ellis O., 141
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Briscoe, Vice Adm. Robert P., 159
British Open Golf Championship, 140 n.

Broadcasts to the American people. See

Messages to the American people

Brossard, Edgar B. (Chairman, Tariff

Commission), 131

Brown, Repr. Clarence J., 238
Brown, R. Fay, 100 n.

Brownell, Herbert, Jr. See Attorney Gen-
eral (Herbert Brownell, Jr.)

Bruce, David K. E., 1 1 1 n.

Brunsdale, Gov. Norman, 100

Budget, 6, 30, 84, 95, 98, 187
News conference remarks, 31, 208, 249

Budget, Bureau of the, 12 ftn. (p. 54), 55,

228
Water resources development projects,

standards and procedures review,

153

Budget, Bureau of the. Director (Joseph M.
Dodge), 12 ftn. (p. 53), 15, 57, 95,

136, 266
Agricultural commodities for Bolivian

relief, memorandum, 206

Budget ( 1954), 82, 83, 84, 159
News conference remarks, 1 2, 15, 3 1, 62

White House release, 1 2 ftn. (p. 53)
Budget (1955), 266

Burd, Laurence H., 1 2, 3 1, 62, 254
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 153

Bureau of Land Management, 1 53
Bureau of Reclamation, 1 53

Commissioner, filling of vacancy, 1 28

News conference remarks, 37, 126, 128

Burke, Comdr. Julian T., 118

Bums, Arthur F. See Council of Eco-

nomic Advisers, Chairman (Arthur

F. Bums)
Business Advisory Council, 3

1

Remarks, 30
Butler, Sen. Hugh, 268

Butler, Richard Austen, 1 28

Butter

Prices, 41
Surpluses, 12, 41, 109

Buy American Act, 54

Byrd, Sen. Harry Flood, 78
Byrnes, Gov. James F., 15

Cabinet
Meetings with Republican congressional

leaders and chairmen of standing

committees, 266, 268, 269
Role of, 68, 1 01

Cabinet Committee on Minerals Policy,

establishment, 228
Cabot, John M., 48, 213 n.

California

Knowland, Sen. William F., 31, 126, 142,

230
Newport Harbor, 137 n.

Warren, Gov. Earl, 109 ftn. (p. 439),
198

Cambodia
Indochina war, U.S. assistance, 66

Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
Camp David, 126

Canada
Address before Parliament, 246
Beaudoin, Louis, 246 n.

Continental air defense, 246, 247
Escapees settling in, 257 n.

International Boundary Commission, 41
Joint Committee on Trade and Eco-

nomic Affairs, 246, 247
News conference remarks, 22, 31, 41, 77,

208, 243
Niagara Falls project. See Niagara

Falls power project

Nuclear weapons, 256
Ogdensburg Declaration ( 1940) , 70, 247
Ontario, 22, 31,77
Ottawa, 208, 246
Pearson, Lester B., 70, 104
Permanent Joint Board on Defense, 70

246, 247
Robertson, Wishart, 246 n.

St. Laurent, Louis S., 208, 246
Joint statements with, 70, 247

St. Lawrence River projects. See St.

Lawrence power project; St. Law-
rence Seaway project
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Canada—Continued
Trade with, 70
U.S. relations with 70, 246, 247
Visit to, 208, 243
Wheat for Pakistan relief, 97

Candidacy for second term, comment on,

Capehart, Sen. Homer E., 266

Gapone, Al, 109

Caracas, Venezuela, 260

CARE, 258

Carlson, Sen. Frank, 8, 269
Carney, Adm. Robert M., nomination as

Chief of Naval Operations, 71, 72
Letter, 76

Carnoustie, Scotlsuid, 140 n.

Carpenter, Elizabeth, 141

Carpenters and Joiners of America, United
Brotherhood of, 224

Case, Sen. Francis, loi, 269
Cater, S. Douglass, Jr., 243
Catholic University, acceptance of honor-

ary degree, remarks, 251

Cattle. 5^^ Livestock

Cattlemen's Association, American Na-
tional, meeting, 230

Central Intelligence Agency, Robert
Amory, Jr., 33

Chambers, Whittaker, 243
Chancellorsville, battle of, 240
Chandler, Alvin Duke, 79
Chandler, Herbert A., 218 n.

Chaplains who died in sinking of Dor-
Chester^ 5

Chavez, Sen. Dennis, 22

Cheme, Leo, 185 n.

Chiang, Joseph, 208

Chiang Ching-kuo, 208

Chiang Kai-shek, 208

Chief Justice of the United States (Fred

M.Vinson), i n.

Conference on administrative procedure,

recommendations re, 59
Death of, statement, 182

See also Vinson, Fred M.

Children's Emergency Fund, United Na-
tions International, U.S. contribution,

China, Communist, 6
Admission to United Nations, question

of, 77, 88, 254
Blockade, question of, 1

2

News conference remarks, 12, 41, 77, 88,

238, 254
Refugees from, assistance, 257 n.

China, Republic of, 6
Chiang Ching-kuo, 208

Chiang Kai-shek, 208
Chiperfield, Repr. Robert B., 268

Letter, 1 1

1

Christian Leadership, International, re-

marks, 8

Christians and Jews, National Conference

of, message, 132

Christmas Tree, National Community, 271

Church Women, United, address, 205

Church World Service, 258

Churches, communism in, question re, 31,

132

Churches, National Council of

General Board meeting, remarks, 250
United Church Women, address, 205

Churchill, Winston, 187

Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
News conference remarks on, 22, 77,

88, 126, 128, 198, 208, 230, 254
CIO. See Congress of Industrial Organi-

zations

Citations. See Awards and citations

Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, 260

Civil Aeronautics Board, airline subsidies,

94
Civil defense, 6, 21, 31, 82
Remarks to State directors, 202

Responsibility of individuals, 156
Test exercise, memorandum^ 195

Civil Defense Administrator (Val Peter-

son), 216, 262
Oath of office ceremony, statement, 21
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Civil rights, 6, loi, 159, 187
District of Columbia, 6, loi

Legislation, question of, 265
See also Integration

Civil Service Commission, 31 ftn. (pp. iiu,

. .
"3)

Civil Service Commission, Chairman
(Philip Young), 269

Oath of ofBce ceremony, statement, 32
Civil service system, 32, 238

Statement, 31 ftn. (pp. 1 12, 1 13)
Clark, Gen. MarkW., 159
News conference remarks on, 41, 77

Clark, Robert E., 15, 54, 77, 109, 128, 198,

225, 238, 249, 265
Classified information. See Information

Clausewitz, Karl von, 3

1

Clement, Gov. Frank G., 208, 225
Clergymen

Attacks on loyalty of, 1 3 2

Social security coverage, 155
Coal and Steel Community, European, 109,

265 ftn. (p. 843)
Coffee prices, 30
Cole, Albert M. See Housing and Home

Finance Agency, Administrator (Al-

bert M. Cole)
Cole, W. Sterling, 268
Collective bargaining, 6, 77, 248
Collective security, i, 6, 26, 50, 61, 66, 89,

98, loi, 143, 187
News conference remarks, 54, 62, 88,

141, 254
Colleges and universities

Catholic University, 25

1

College of William and Mary, 79
Columbia University, 15, 109, 126, 215,

238
Dartmouth College, 104, 109, 126

Defiance College, 214, 2 15

Indiana University, 204
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Pennsylvania State College, 48, loi

Purdue University, 97
Vanderbilt University, 230

Collins, Frederic W., 54, 141, 265
Colorado, 62

Denver, 169
Johnson, Sen. Edwin C, 77
Releases from, 165- 186
Thornton, Gov. Dan, 62, 77
U.S. District Court, 107

Columbia University, 2
1

5

Bicentennial celebration, 238
News conference remarks, 15, 109, 126,

238
Commemorative occasions. See Addresses,

remarks, etc., on commemorative or
dedicatory occasions

Commerce, Department of

Anderson, Samuel W., 213 n.

Business Advisory Council, remarks, 30
Commerce, Secretary of (Sinclair Weeks)

,

187, 266, 268, 269
Commerce Department budget, recom-

mendations re, 3

1

General Chairman, Conference on
Highway Safety, 261

News conference remarks on, 3 1 ,
4 1 , 1 28

Commission on Foreign Economic Policy

(Randall Commission), 176, 246, 249
Establishment, 161

Letter to Chairman, 177
Proposed, 63, 70, 131
Remarks, 190

Commission on Intergovernmental Rela-
tions, 159, 169

News conference remarks, 37, 54, 198,

225
Proposed, 6, 16, 37, 54, 67, 156
Message to Congress, 39

Statements, 16, 186

Commission on Organization of the Exec-
utive Branch of the Government. See
Hoover Commission

Commission on Religious Organizations,

National Conference of Christians and
Jews, message, 132

Commissioner of Education, 28

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, vacancy
in office, 1 28
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Commissioner of Indian Affairs (Glenn L.

Emmons) , letter, i8o

Commissioner for Social Security, 28

Committee on Department of Defense Or-
ganization, 61

Committee on Employment of the Physi-

cally Handicapped, President's, re-

marks, 192
Committee for European Migration, Inter-

governmental, 53, 89
Committee on Government Contract Com-

pliance, 41,54,88
Committee on Government Organization,

President's Advisory, 6
News conference remarks, 37, 62

Committee on International Information
Activities, President's, 230 n.

Establishment, statement, 2

Report, 126, i28andftn. (p. 472)
Committee on Minerals Policy, Cabinet,

establishment, 228

Committee on Religion in American Life,

radio and television program, recorded

statement, 236

Committee on Trade and Economic Af-

fairs, U.S.-Canada, 246
Joint statement with Prime Minister

St. Laurent, 247
Committee for United Nations Day, United

States, remarks, 191

Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid, Ad-
visory, 92

Commodity Credit Corporation, 35, 97,
206,213

Agricultural commodities for foreign

emergency relief, authority re, 1 25
News conference remarks, 225 and ftn.

(P; 699). 249
Communism, 6, 79, 98, 104, 120, 181, 187
News conference remarks, 109, 126, 225,

243, 254
Communist activities in United States, 95

Churches, question re, 31, 132
Education, 15
News conference remarks, 15, 31, 109,

126,243,249,254

Communist aggression and expansion, 6,

50,82, 1 01

In Greece, 66, 233 n.

In Iran, 22

In Korea, 96
Communist bloc

Trade with, 88
Embargo, Congressional committee

discussions re, 4

1

See also Satellite countries, Soviet;

specific countries

Community Chest campaign
Memorandums, 115, 179

National Capital area, 127

Message, 196
Compton, Karl T., nomination to National

Security Commission, 144
Conant, James B., 138 n.

On food shortage in East Germany, 135
Conference of Christians and Jews, Na-

tional, message, 132
Conference of the Inter-Parliamentary

Union, greetings to delegates, 209
Conference of Mayors, White House, re-

marks, 262
Congress

Committee investigations, comment on,

15, 22, 243, 249
Pay increase, question of, 77
Record of, broadcast, 159
Relations with, 30, loi, 159
Republican leaders and chairmen of

standing committees, legislative

conference, 266, 268, 269
Comment on, 249, 265

Congress, letters to Members of

Anderson, Sen. Clinton P., submerged
lands bill, 58

Bridges, Sen. Styles, mutual security ap-
propriations, 143

Chiperfield, Repr. Robert B., European
Coal and Steel Community, in

President of the Senate
Foreign economic policy, 63
Refugees, admission to United States,

Resolution on subjugated peoples, 14
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Congress, letters to Members of

—

Con.

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Foreign economic policy, 63
Refugees, admission to United States,

Resolution on subjugated peoples, 14

Supplemental appropriation for De-
partment of Agriculture, 136

Wiley, Sen. Alexander
European Coal and Steel Community,

III

St. Lawrence Seaway project, 56
Zablocki, Repr. Clement J., arrest of

Cardinal Wyszynski of Pol^ind, 235
See also Congress, messages to

Congress, messages to

Agricultural commodities for foreign

emergency relief, 1 25
Commission on Intergovernmental Re-

lations, proposed, 39
Debt limit, 152
Foreign affairs, organization of executive

branch for conduct of, 89
German-U.S. agreements on settlement

of debts and claims, 46
Korea, assistance for, 148

Mutual security program, 66

Natural resources, 153

Pakistan famine relief, 97
Reorganization Plans

No. I, Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare, establishment,

28

No. 2, Department of Agriculture, 35
No. 3, Executive Office, organization,

40
No. 4, Department of Justice, 51

No. 5, Export-Import Bank, 60

No. 6, Department of Defense, 61

No. 7, Foreign Operations Adminis-

tration, establishment, 90
No. 8, United States Information

Agency, establishment, 91

No. 9, Council of Economic Advisers,

93
No. 10, Air carriers, payments to, 94

Congress, messages to—Continued

Social security program, 155
State of the Union, 6

Synthetic rubber facilities disposal, 49
Taxes, 84
Trade Agreements Act, renewal pro-

posed, 44
Vetoes

Alexander, J. Don, tax refund claim,

107
District of Columbia, certain gasoline

filling stations, 149
Gruhl, Helmuth W., relief of, 108

Hines, Fred P., relief of, 139
See also Congress, letters to Members of

Congress, reports to, list. Appendix C, p.

Congress of Industrial Organizations, 1 28,

130
15th Constitutional Convention, 248

Congressmen honored by Veterans of

Foreign Wars, 13

Connecticut, Gov. JohnD. Lodge, 187
Conservation of natural resources, 6, 25,

153.234
Constitution, U.S., 8, 81, 89, 96

Fifth amendment, 249
News conference remarks, 41,1 26, 249
Treaties, Presidential power, 142

Constitutional amendments curbing treaty-

making powers, proposed

Bricker amendment, 31,37, 1 26

Knowland amendment, statement, 142

Constitutional Convention ( 1787) , 8, 215
Continental defense, 246, 249

Joint statements with Prime Minister St.

Laurent, 70, 247
Continental shelf. See Tidelands

Contracts, Government
Air Force, 54
Committee on Government Contract

Compliance, 41, 54, 88
Government Contract Committee, 54

ftn. (p. 205)

Controls, Government, 6, 159, 187, 216

News conference remarks, 12 and ftn.

(p. 46), 22
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Coolidge, Calvin, 3

1

Copper prices, 22

Cornell, Douglas B., 22, 109
Corporate taxes, 84, 254
Corps of Engineers, 37

Flood control study, 153
Water resources projects, land manage-

ment, 153
Cothran, James W., letter, 13

Cotten, Felix, 141

Cotton association. El Paso, Tex., 265

Coty, Rene, message, 270

Council of Economic Advisers, 230
Reorganization Plan 9, message, 93

Council of Economic Advisers, Chairman
(Arthur F. Bums) , 1 28, 249

Court of Justice, International, 1 29 n.

Courts, Federal

Circuit Court of Appeals, Tenth, 107
District Courts

Colorado, 107
District of Columbia, 1 16

Southern New York, 203 n.

See also Supreme Court, U.S.

Cowen, Myron M., letter, 239
Cowles, Mrs. Gardner, 109 ftn. (p. 439)
Cowles, John, 33 n.

Cox, J. Earl, 59
Craig, May, 12, 15, 22, 31, 37, 41, 54, 62,

77, 88, 109, 128, 230, 243, 249, 254,

265

Creagh, Edward F., 88

Cross, Gov. Burton M., 187

Cuba, Havana, 260

Cunningham, Col. Harry F., relief of, dis-

approval, 168

Currencies, foreign, 6

Curtis, Repr. Carl T., 268

Custer State Park, S. Dak., 102 n.

Customs simplification, 6, 70, 187
Approval of bill, 164

Cutler, Robert, 2 n., 33, 266

Czechoslovakia, anti-Communist demon-
strations, 146

Dahl, Lt. Gov. C. P., 100 n.

Dairy products

Butter, 12, 109
Prices, 12

Dake, Marietta, 265
Dalton, John N., 79 n.

Dalton, Theodore R., 230
Dams

Hydroelectric vs. multiple purpose, 77
See also specific projects

Danaher, John A., 59
Daniel, Sen. Price, 54
Darby, Harry, 218
Dartmouth College

Commencement exercises, remarks, 104
News conference remarks, 109, 126

Daughters of the Confederacy, United, re-

marks, 240
Davidson, Jean, 54
Davis, Elmer, 1 28

Davis, Harold J., disability compensation
claim, disapproval, 167

Dean, Gordon E., 1 28

Dean, Maj. Gen. William F., 225, 265
Deaths, statements, etc.

Abdul Aziz Ibn al Saud, 245
Freeman, Douglas S., 106

Hutcheson, William L., 224
Queen Mother Mary, 34
Reuter, Ernst, 197
Stalin, Joseph, 24
Taft, Sen. Robert A., 154
Vinson, Fred M., 182

Debt, national, 6, 159
Limit on, 6, 159, 198, 249

Statement, 152
News conference remarks, 198, 249

Declaration of Independence, 8, 69, 78,

25P
Dedicatory occasions. See Addresses, re-

marks, etc., on commemorative or

dedicatory occasions

Defense, Department of, 40
Committee on Department of Defense

Organization, 61

Defense Supply Management Agency,

61
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Defense, Department of—Continued

Director of Installations, abolishment of

office, 6

1

Kyes, Roger M., 2 n., 266

Munitions Board, 61

Nash, Frank C, 33, 254 ftn. (p. 800)

News conference remarks, 54, 88, 198

Reorganization. See Defense reorgan-

ization

Research and Development Board, 61

Surplus funds, use for Korean assist-

ance, proposed, 148

Defense, national. See National security

Defense, Permanent Joint Board on,

United States and Canada, 246

Joint statements with Prime Minister

St. Laurent, 70, 247

Defense, Secretary of (Charles E. Wilson),

British machinery, decision on purchase

of, 54
European storm disaster relief, 7 n.

Memorandums, 36, 273
Mutual security appropriations, 143
NATO, report on, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
News conference remarks on, 37, 41, 54,

62, 77, 208, 254, 265
Reorganization Plan 6, functions re, 61

Defense agreement, U.S.-Spain, 198

Defense establishment, 61, 62

Defense Mobilization, Office of, 41
Elliott, William Y., 33
Manpower, report, 144
Reorganization Plan 3, 40
Rusk, Dr. Howard A., 15 and ftn. (p. 59)

Defense Mobilization, Office of. Director

(Arthur S. Flemming)
On assistance to depressed areas, 273
Representation on Hoover Commission,

145 n.

Defense procurement policies, assistance in

depressed areas, 273

Defense reorganization, 159
News conference remarks, 54, 62

Reorganization Plan 6, message, 61

Defense spending, 95, 98, 159
News conference remarks, 31, 37, 54,

62, 88, 126, 198, 208, 254
Defense Supply Management Agency, 61

Defense support. See Military assistance

and defense support

Defiance, Ohio, 215
Defiance College, 214
Anthony Wayne Library of American

Study, cornerstone-laying ceremony,

remarks, 215

Deficit spending, 6, 57, 84, 95
News conference remarks, 12, 37, 109,

249
Democratic Digest, 1 28

Democratic Legacy Award, America's, ac-

ceptance, remarks, 252
Denver, Colo.

Federal payments for street improve-

ments, disapproval, 169
Releases from, 165-186

Depressed areas (chronic unemployment),
defense procurement, 273

Dewey, Duane E., Medal of Honor, cita-

tion, 27
Dewey, Gov. Thomas E., 68, 69, 105

News conference remarks on, 128, 230,

265
Dickey, John, 104

Dillon, James, 216 n.

Diplomatic missions, U.S., 92
Disability compensation claim of Harold

J. Davis, disapproval, 167

Disarmament
Arms limitation and reduction, i, 50
President's proposals, 50

Disasters

Droughts, 95, 97, 119, 124, 128, 136,

141,159,216,225,230,249
Earthquake, 172, 173
Fire, 258
Floods, 53 n.

Storms, 7
Tornado, 117

Discrimination. See Civil rights; Integra-

tion
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Disraeli, Benjamin, 187
Distinguished Service Medal, presentation

to Gen. Van Fleet, 19
District of Columbia

Baseball team, 41
Board of Commissioners

Filling of vacancy on, 15, 22, 3

1

Increase in membership, proposed, 6
President of Board, 261 n., 269

Community Chest and United Defense

Fund campaigns, 127
Gasoline filling stations, improvement,

veto, 149
Home rule, 6
Narcotics users, treatment for, approval,

116

Racial discrimination, elimination, 6,

lOI

Red Cross Chapter House, dedication,

remarks, 201

U.S. District Court, 1 16

Doctors in armed forces, 15
Dodge, Joseph M. See Budget, Bureau of

the, Director (Joseph M. Dodge)
Dollar, sound, 82, 84
Domestic workers, social security coverage,

Dominican Republic, Ciudad Trujillo, 260

Dondero, Repr. George A., 128, 268

Donnelly, Gov. Phil M., 216, 225
Donovan, Robert J., 12, 15, 31, 54, 77, 88,

109, 225, 230
Doolittle, Brig. Gen. James H., 267
Dorchester, U.S.S., 5
Douglas (Lewis W.) study of foreign eco-

nomic policy, 3

1

Financial and economic mission to

United Kingdom, report

Letter to Lewis W. Douglas, 1 76
Letter to Clarence Randall, 1 77

Downs, R. B., letter, 1 20

Doyle, Richard S., 59
Draft

Commission for study of, 15
Extension, commenton proposal, 22

Draper, William H., Jr., 71

Driscoll, Gov. Alfred E., 15, 205

Drought relief, 136, 159, 216, 227, 268
Governors' meeting on, 216, 225
News conference remarks, 128, 141, 225

and ftn. (p. 699) , 230, 249 and ftn.

(p. 780)
Pakistan, 95, 97, 159
Approval of bill, 1 19
Message to Prime Minister Moham-

med Ali, 1 24
Drummond, Roscoe, 15, 22, 88, 109, 126,

128,141,230,243,249
Duff, Sen. James H., 1 28
Dulles, John Foster. See State, Secretary

of (John Foster Dulles)

Dunnigan, Alice A., 31, 54, 88, 198, 265
Durkin, Martin P., 193
News conference remarks on, 198, 208,

230
See also Labor, Secretary of (Martin P.

Durkin)

Eaker, Lt. Gen. Ira C, 192
Earthquake disaster in Greece

Message, 172
Red Cross services, statement, 173

Ebenezer Home for the Aged, remarks, 99
Economic Advisers, Council of. See Coun-

cil of Economic Advisers

Economic assistance, 92, 206, 213, 254
See also Foreign assistance; Mutual

security program; Technical assist-

ance to less developed countries

Economic Growth and Stability, Advisory
Board on, 93

Economy, national, 6, 61, 82, 93, 98, loi,

159.189,190,219,227
News conference remarks, 12, 22, 37, 62,

109, 128, 230
EDC. See European Defense Community
Eden, Anthony, 22, 254
Edson, Peter, 238
Education, 95, 215

Committee on, proposed, 28

Communist activities in, 15

Federal aid, 6

Foreign exchange program, 89
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Education—Continued
Institution of higher learning, definition,

79
School districts in Federally affected

areas, 6, 95
Education, American Council on, remarks,

207

Education, Commissioner of, 28

Education, Office of, 28, 54, 95
Education Week, American, statement, 237

Eisendrath, Maurice N., 132

Eisenhower, Mrs. David J., President's

mother, 78, 79
Eisenhower, Dwight D., personal reminis-

cences

Berlin four-power council, 1 28

Boyhood in Kansas, 216, 218, 252
Missouri River flood ( 1 903 ) , 1 00

Raising and selling vegetables, 150

Canada, visits to, 246
Columbia University, 109

England, first visit to, 30
Red Cross meeting in London (1942),

117, 201

SHAEF,88
Spring (1945), 50
World War I, 105, 192, 246
World War II

African invasion, 234
Association with General Doolittle,

267
Concentration camps, 22

D-Day,88
Feelings on Germany, 1 28

Eisenhower, Mrs. Dwight D., 78, 79, 80,

106, 154, 211, 230, 232, 233, 246, 253

Eisenhower, Maj. and Mrs. John S. D,, 253

Eisenhower, Milton S.

American-Korean Foundation, 65 n.

Latin American visit, 48, loi, 141, 213,

265
Report, 48 n., 198 and ftn. (p. 624)

News conference remarks on, 141, 198,

265

Eisenhower Exchange Fellowships, 2 1

2

Election, Congressional ( 1954)
News conference remarks, 41, 225, 230,

.238
President's participation in campaign,

225,230
Election campaign. Presidential ( 1952) , 57
Elections (1953), post election remarks,

238
Electric power, policy on, statement, 1 7

1

Elizabeth II

Coronation, 109 and ftn. (p. 439)
Messages, 7, 34

EUer, Dr. Joseph J., 260
Elliott, William Y., 33
Ellsworth, Brig. Gen. Richard, 103

Ellsworth, Mrs. Richard, 103
Ellsworth Air Force Base, dedication, re-

marks, 103
El Paso, Tex., cotton association, 265
Emmons, Glenn L., letter, 180

Emory, Alan S., 12, 22, 37, 41, 77, 88, 126,

225, 238, 249, 265
Employment, 93, 249

Government, 12 ftn. (p. 53), 10 1, 159
Employment of the Physically Handi-

capped, President's Committee on, re-

marks, 192

Engineers, Corps of. See Corps of Engi-

neers

England. See United Kingdom
Enterprise system, 29, 100

News conference remarks, 109, 225
Escapees. See Refugees and escapees

Espionage. See Subversive activities

Etzel, Franz, 1 1 1 n.

Europe, Eastern. See Satellite countries,

Soviet; specific countries

Europe, Western, 98, 159
Assistance, 66
Defense of, 50
News conference remarks, 54, 77, 265
Refugees in, U.S. assistance, 257 n.

Storm disasters, 8

Messages, 7
Unity, question of, i, 6, 26, 50, 1 1 1, 255,

265
See also specific countries
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European Coal and Steel Community, 6,

109, 265ftn. (p. 843)
Letter, 1 1

1

European Defense Community, 6, 50, 146
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
News conference remarks, 128, 225, 238,

265 and ftn. (p. 843)
European Migration, Intergovernmental

Committee for, 53, 89
European Recovery Program ( 1947) , 50
Excess profits tax, 82, 84, 95, 157, 268

News conference remarks, 1 2, 3

1

Excise taxes. 5'^^ Taxes

Executive branch
Organization for conduct of foreign

affairs

Memorandum, 92
Message to Congress, 89

See also Separation of powers of Gov-
ernment

Executive Office of the President, reor-

ganization, 40
Executive orders, 12 ftn. (p. 46), 31 ftn.

(pp. 112, 113), 40, 41, 54 ftn. (p.

205), no, 128 ftn. (p. 472), 203
List, Appendix B, p. 880

Export-Import Bank, 129 n., 213
Reorganization Plan 5, message, 60

Exports

Farm products, 95
Wheat, 12,95, 10

1

Faisal, Prince, meeting with, statement, 18

Falcon Dam, 221

Dedication
Address, 222
Remarks following, 223

Far East

Assistance, 66
Escapees and refugees, U.S. assistance

program, 257 n.

Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
News conference remarks, 37, 109

Far East—Continued
U.S. military forces in, 272
See also Asia, South Asia, and Southeast

Asia; specific countries

Farley, James A., appointment to Hoover
Commission, 145

Farm Credit Act, approval, 158
Farm Credit Administration, 35, 158
Farm Credit Board, Federal, 158
Farm credit system, 158, 159
Farm economy, 6, 95, 2 1

6

News conference remarks, 1 2, 230, 249
Farm income and prices. See Farm econ-

omy
Farm program, 6, loi, 216, 227, 268

News conference remarks, 12, 225, 230,

238
Farmers
Drought relief. See Drought relief

Social security coverage, 1 55
Soil conservation and development, 153

Fay, Joseph S., 230
FBI. See Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal aid to States, 39
Drought relief. See Drought relief

Education, 6

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 6
Atomic Energy Act, violations, 263
Communist subversion, investigation of,

95
Director (J. Edgar Hoover) , 95
News conference remarks, 88, 243
Reports, availability of, 243
White (Harry Dexter) case, 243

Federal Civil Defense Administrator (Val
Peterson), 216, 262

Oath of office ceremony, statement, 2

1

Federal employees. See Government em-
ployees

Federal Farm Credit Board, 158
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Serv-

ice, 203 n.

Federal Power Commission, 246
News conference remarks, 22, 1 28
St. Lawrence power project, 70

Federal Republic of Germany. See
Germany
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Federal Reserve System, 6

Federal Reserve System, Chairman of

Board of Governors (William McC.
Martin, Jr.), chairman, Red Cross

campaign, 4
Federal Security Administrator (Oveta

Culp Hobby), 15, 28

See also Health, Education, and Wel-
fare, Secretary of

Federal Security Agency
News conference remarks, 12, 22

Transfer of functions to Department of

Health, Education, and Welfare, 28

Federal-State-local governmental responsi-

bilities, 39, 67, 100, loi, 153, 156, 171,

262
Governors' conference, 15, 16 n.

New^s conference remarks, 15, 31, 37, 54,

265
Statement, 16

See also Commission on Intergovern-

mental Relations

Federal Trade Commission, Chairman
(Edv^ard F. Howrey) , 37

Feed grains, price supports, 225
Finney, Nat S., 37, 54, 77, 128, 225, 238,

249, 265
Fire prevention, forests, statement, 1 1

2

Fire in Pusan, Korea, statement, 258

Fish and w^ildlife resources, 1 53
Fish and Wildlife Service, 153
Fissionable material, 1 2, 256, 263

Flag of United Nations, 133

Flag of United States, display, approval,

133
Flanders, Sen. Ralph E., 77, 187

Fleeson, Doris, 77, 238
Flemming, Arthur S. See Defense Mobil-

ization, Office of. Director (Arthur S.

Flenmiing)

Flood control, 100, 153
Floods

In Netherlands, 53 n.

Missouri River (1903), 100

Flythe, William P., Jr., 198

Folger, John C, 201

FoUiard, Edward T., 12, 22, 37, 54, 62, 77,

141,198,208,249,265
Food and Drug Act, amendment proposed.

Food and Drug Administration, factory

inspections, 6, 95
Food shortage in East Germany. See

Germany, East

Ford, Henry, 2d, 1

5

Foreign affairs, 6, 57, 61, 68, 69, 10 1, 241
Bipartisanship in, 6, 249
News conference remarks, 37, 41, 208,

Organization of executive branch for

conduct of

Memorandum, 92
Message to Congress, 89

Policies, 23

1

Presidential authority, 41, 142
Responsibility of Secretary of State, 92

Foreign agents, registration of, 95
Foreign Aid, Advisory Committee on Vol-

untary, 92
Foreign assistance, 89, 1 01, 141

Africa, 66

Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia,

66, 143
Berlin, 113

Bolivia, 206, 213
France, 66

Greece, 66, 233 n.

India, 143
Indochina, 66, 1 56

Iran, 1 29, 1 78

Israel, 225, 230

Korea, 96, 148, 159
Latin America, 66, 143

Middle East, 66, 143

Pakistan, 95, 97, 109, 119, 124, 143, 249
Western Europe, 66

See also Economic assistance; Military

assistance and defense support;

Mutual security program; Techni-

cal assistance to less developed

countries
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Foreign currencies, 6

Foreign economic policy, 44, 161, 246
Douglas (Lewis W.) study, 31

Financial and economic mission to

United Kingdom, report, 176, 177
Letter, 63

Foreign Economic Policy, Commission on
(Randall Commission), 176, 246, 249

Establishment, 161

Letter to Chairman, 177
Proposed, 63, 70, 131

Remarks, 190
Foreign ministers meetings

Four-power meeting, proposed, 146,

254, 255, 256
Washington, D.G., 126, 146

Foreign Operations Administration, 89, 92
Assistance for escapees and refugees,

257 n.

Palestine, 89
Establishment under Reorganization

Plan 7, message, 90
See also Mutual Security Agency

Foreign Operations Administration, Direc-

tor (Harold E. Stassen), 217, 266, 268

Bolivian relief, 213
Memorandum, 206

NATO, report on, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
See also Mutual Security, Director for

Forest Congress, American, remarks, 234
Forest fire prevention, statement, 1 1

2

Forest resources, conservation and devel-

opment, 234
Forest Service, 153
Forests, national, 153
Formosa (Taiwan) , 6
Fort Myer, Va., 150
Fox, Joseph A., 12, 31, 62, 77, 109, 225,

230, 249
France, 6, 256, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
Bermuda conference. See Bermuda

meeting of Western leaders

Bonnet, Henri, 219
Coty, Rene, message, 270
Declaration of the Rights of Man, 250
Four-power conference on Germany and

Austria, proposed, 238

France—Continued
Indochina war, 143, 156, 255

U.S. assistance, 66
Laniel, Joseph, 254

Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
Mayer, Rene, 37, 88
News conference remarks, 15, 37, 88, 238
Strasbourg, 6

Franklin, Benjamin, 8, 240
Frantz, Harry W., 31,141
Frederika, Queen, 230, 232, 233
Free enterprise. See Enterprise system

Freeman, Douglas S., death of, statement,

106

Freeman, Mrs. Douglas S., 106

Freudenheim, Milton B., 198

Friedman, Milton, 208, 225

Fuels, processing, 153

Fundraising campaigns
American-Korean Foundation, 65
Community Chest and United Defense

Fund, 115, 127, 179, 196
Red Cross, 1

7

United Negro College Fund, 8

1

Future Farmers of America, 225
Address, 216

Garrison Dam, closure ceremonies^ 100

Gasoline filling stations. District of Colum-
bia, improvements, 149

General Accounting Office, 55
General Services Administrator (Edmund

F. Mansure), memorandum, 273
Georgescu (ValeriuC.) case, 88

Georgia, Augusta, 249, 253
Gerhart, Maj. Gen. John K., 33
Germany, 6, 50, 113, 185, 256, 265 ftn. (p.

843)
Adenauer, Konrad, 126, 134, 141, 225

Letters, 135, 138, 146
Messages, 121, 188

Agreements on settlement of debts and
claims, 46

Air safety over, Soviet-U.K. talks, 41
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Germany—Continued
Bundestag

Action on food shortage in Soviet

Zone, 135 n.

Resolution on political strikes, 146

Escapees and refugees from Soviet Zone,

53. 146
Four-power conference on, proposed,

238,254
Free all-German elections, question of,

130 n.

U.S. position, 146
News conference remarks, 41, 128, 225,

238, 243, 254
Reunification, question of, 121, 128, 130

n., 146, 159, 255
Textbooks ( 1945), comment on, 15

Trade union recommendations on, 128,

130
War assets in United States, 168

See also Berlin

Germany, East, 256
Anti-Communist uprising, 109, 128, 146,

159, 160

Message to Chancellor Adenauer, 1 2

1

Clothing, need for, U.S. assistance, 188

Food shortage, assistance

Letter to Mayor Ernst Renter, 185
Messages to Chancellor Adenauer,

135, 138, 188

Refused by Soviet Union, 134 n., 138,

141

Statement, 134
U.S. shipment of food to West Berlin

for distribution, 141, 159, 185,

188

Soviet armed forces in, 88, 1 2 1 n.

Trade union recommendations on, 128,

130
Giardina, Susie, 1

7

Gibraltar, 267
Gleason, S. Everett, 33
Golan, Samuel L., 41

Golf Championship, British Open, 140 n.

Government Contract Committee, 54 ftn.

(P- 205)

Government Contract Compliance, Com-
mittee on, 41, 54, 88

Government employees, 187
Leave accumulated by officials of pre-

ceding administration, 37
Loyalty, 69
Merit system, 32
News conference remarks on, 31,37, 249,

254. 265
Overseas personnel, 89, 92
Reduction, 12 ftn. (p. 53), 10 1, 159
Security program, 6, 95, 10 1, 249, 254,

265
Government Organization, President's Ad-

visory Committee on, 6
News conference remarks on, 3 7, 62

Government Reorganization Act, extension

proposed, 6
Governors

Conference on Federal-State relations,

15, i6n.
Conference on highway safety, 261

Letters, 47, 261

Meeting on drought relief, 2 1 6, 225
White House conference, 47

Remarks, 64, 67
Governors' Conference (1953), Seattle,

Wash., 77
Remarks, 156

Grains, price supports, 225
Grandchildren, the President's, 253
Gray, Gordon, 2 n.

Great Britain. See United Kingdom
Greece, 234

Assistance, 66, 233 n.

Athens, 232
Communist aggression in, 66, 233 n.

Earthquake disaster, 172
Red Cross services, statement, 173

Paull, 230, 232,233
Message, 172

Queen Frederika, 230, 232, 233
Greek shipowners, discussions with congres-

sional committee on trade embargo
with Communist bloc, 41

Green, Glenn M., Jr., 141

Green, Sterling F., 62
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Gregg, Gov. Hugh, 187

Gruenther, Gen. Alfred M., nomination as

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe,

71,74
Letter, 75

Gruhl, Helen M., 108

Gruhl, Helmuth W., relief of, veto, 108

Gruhl, Werner, 108

H-bomb. 5'^^ Hydrogen bomb
Hadley, Arthur T., 37, 54, 109

Hagerty, James C., 12, 15, 22, 31, 36, 37,

41, 54, 62, 77, 88, 109, 126, 128, 141,

198, 208, 225, 230, 238, 243, 249, 254
andftn. (p. 800), 265

Hall, George H., 37
Hall, Leonard W., 41

See also Republican National Commit-
tee, Chairman (Leonard W. Hall)

Hamilton, Eleanor, 54
Hammarskjold, Dag. See United Na-

tions, Secretary General

Hammett, Dashiell, 126

Handicapped persons, 268

Hanover, N.H., 104

Harding, Warren G., 28

Harkness, Richard, 1 2, 54, 62

JHarriman, E. Roland, 1
1

7

Letter, 3
Harsch, Joseph C, 254
Havana, Cuba, 260

Hawaii, statehood, 6, 15, 77, 268

Hayden, Jay G., 198

Hayden, Martin S., 54, 88, 208, 238
Heads of state and governments, joint

statements with. See Joint state-

ments with heads of state and govern-

ments
Heads of state and governments, meetings

Bermuda meeting. See Bermuda meet-

ing of Western leaders

East-West summit, question of, 54, 77,

88, 208, 230
Heads of state and governments, messages

to. See Messages to heads of state

and governments

Heads of state and governments, visits.

See Visitors, foreign

Health, Education, and Welfare, Depart-

ment of, 1 01, 159
Committee on education, proposed, 28

Establishment under Reorganization

Plan I, 28

Social security, extension of coverage,

study, 155
Under Secretary (Nelson A. Rocke-

feller), 269
Health, Education, and Welfare, Secretary

of (Oveta Gulp Hobby), 57, 265, 266,

268
Broadcast with the President, 95
Social security, extension of coverage,

recommendations, 155
See also Federal Security Administrator

Health, the President's, 230
Health Resources Advisory Conmiittee, 15

ftn. (p. 59)
Heidenberger, Beter, 225
Hell's Canyon project, 77
Henderson, Horace, 98
Henderson, Loy W., 1 29
Hennings, Sen. Thomas C, Jr., 109
Henry, Barklie McK., 2 n.

Henry, Patrick, 83, 100

Hereford Association, American, dedica-

tion of building, remarks, 218

Herling, John, 77, 109
Hershey, Pa.

Birthday greetings to the President, re-

marks, 211

Pennsylvania Republican Rally, re-

marks, 212

Herter, Gov. Christian A., 1
1 7, 187

Hickenlooper, Sen. Bourke B., 268

Hickok, James B. (Wild Bill) , 252

Hightower, John M., 41
Highway safety. Governors' conference on,

261

Highways, improvement, 268

Higley, H. V. (Administrator of Veterans

Affairs) , 269
Hines, Fred P., relief of, veto, 139
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Hitler, Adolf, 187
Mein Kampf, 109
News conference remarks on, 15, 1 28

Hobby, Oveta Gulp. See Federal Security

Administrator; Health, Education,

and Welfare, Secretary of

Hoffman, Repr. Clare, 269
Hogan, Ben, telegram, 140
Hogan, Mrs. Ben, 140
Holman, Eugene, 33 n.

Holstrom, Andrew, 1
1

7

Honeycutt, Leslie R., 1 2, 22

Hoover, Herbert, President, 28, 105
Second Hoover Commission, 145

Hoover, J. Edgar, 95
Hoover Commission, 6, 225
Appointment of members, statement, 145

Hope, Repr. Clifford R., 268

Horton, Mildred McA., 88

Housing
Public, 54, 266
Veterans, 62

Housing and Home Finance Agency, Ad-
ministrator (Albert M. Cole) , 266

News conference remarks on, 37, 265
Howrey, Edward F. See Federal Trade

Commission, Chairman (Edward F.

Howrey)
Hughes, John C, 2 n.

Humphrey, George M. See Treasury, Sec-

retary of the (George M. Humphrey)
Humphrey, Sen. Hubert H., 198
Hurley, Maj. Gen. Patrick J., 22
Hussey, Barbara, 1

7

Hutcheson, William L., 224
Hydroelectric power projects, 77
Middle East, 2

1

7

Hydrogen bomb, 256
Soviet possession of, 198, 208
See also Nuclear weapons; Nuclear

weapons tests

Idaho Power Co., 77
Illinois

Chiperfield, Repr. Robert B., in, 268
Reed, Repr. Chauncey W., 269

Illinois—Continued
Simpson, Repr. Sid., 269
Velde, Repr. Harold H., 269

Immigration, 6
Admission of refugees, 52, 187
McCarran-Walter Immigration Act, 54,

208
Imports

Alloys, 69
Lead and zinc, 228
Manganese, 69
Oil, 62, 77, 141
Tin, 156, 213
Tungsten, 156
Wool, 131

Inaugural address, i

Income of the President, comment on, 77
Income taxes, 31, 82, 84, 95, 268
India, 249

Assistance, 143
Chairmanship, Neutral Nations Com-

mission in Korea, 2 1 o
Freedom from Communist domination,

156
Nehru, Jawaharlal, message, 102

Indian Affairs, Bureau of, 153
Indian Affairs, Commissioner of, vacancy

in office, 1 28
Indian Affairs, Commissioner of (Glenn L.

Emmons) , letter, 180
Indian lands, 153
Indiana

Capehart, Sen. Homer E., 266
Jenner, Sen. William E., 238

Indiana University, tablet honoring Ernie
Pyle, dedication, 204

Indians

Letter to Glenn L. Emmons on meetings
with tribal groups, 180

State jurisdiction over cases arising on
reservations, approval, 166

Indochina, 6, 50
Assistance, 66, 156
News conference remarks, 37, 54

Indochina war, 66, 143, 156
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
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Industrial expansion, 153

Inflation, 6, 57, 95, 216

News conference remarks, 12, 31, 109,

208, 225, 230
Information

Atomic exchange, question of, 128, 265

Availability of personnel files for Con-
gressional investigations, 265

Books in U.S. overseas libraries, direc-

tive re, 109, 126, 128

Classified and security, 41
New procedures, 109, no
Statement, no
Truman order, 54, 109

FBI reports, availability, 243
Loyalty files, 22

President's Committee on International

Information Activities, 2, 126, 128

and ftn. (p. 472) , 230 n.

Information Administration, International,

89, 128 ftn. (p. 477)
Information Agency. See United States

Information Agency

Institute of Inter-American Affairs, 89
Insurance

Old-age and survivors, 6, 82, 84, 95, 108,

155. 159. 268

Veterans, claim of Ethel H. Morrison,

162

Integration

Armed forces, 6
Naval civilian facilities, report, 243

Statement, 244
Public schools. Justice Department

recommendations re, 249
Schools on military posts, 36, loi, 198
See also Civil rights

Inter-American Affairs, Institute of, 89
Inter-American Medical Cruise Congress,

260

Inter-Parliamentary Union, Conference of

the, greetings to delegates, 209

Intergovernmental Committee for Euro-

pean Migration, 53, 89

Intergovernmental Relations, Commission
on, 159, 169

News conference remarks, 37, 54, 198,

225
Proposed, 6, 16, 37, 54, 67, 156

Message to Congress, 39
Statements, 16, 186

Interior, Department of the, 6, 40
Interior, Secretary of the (Douglas

McKay) , 25
Chairman, Community Chest and

United Defense Fund campaigns,

National Capital area, 1 27
Electric power, policy on, 1 7

1

Minerals policy, letter, 228
News conference remarks on, 15, 77, 1 26,

128

International agreements. World War II,

12,14,15
International agreements (1953)
German settlement of debts and claims,

46
International Wheat Agreement, 10

1

U.S.-Spain, defense agreement, 198

International agreements contravening the

Constitution, statement, 142

International Atomic Energy Commission,
proposed, 256

International Boundary Commission,
United States, Alaska, and Canada,
Commissioner (Samuel L. Golan), 41

International Boundary and Water Com-
mission, United States and Mexico,
222

International Children's Emergency Fund,
United Nations, U.S. contribution,

143
International Christian Leadership, re-

marks, 8

International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions, Third World Con-
gress, 130

International conferences, comment on,

198

International Court of Justice, 1 29 n.

International friendship, 223
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International Information Activities,

President's Committee on, 230 n.

Establishment, statement, 2

Report, 1 26, 1 28 and ftn. (p. 472)
International Information Administration,

89, 1 28 ftn. (p. 477)
International Labor Organization, 249
International Longshoremen's Association,

203
International Monetary and Financial

Problems, National Advisory Coimcil

on, 60, 93
International Peasant Union Forum, 264
International Wheat Agreement, loi

Investments abroad, 6
Iowa, Sen. Bourke B. Hickenlooper, 268

Iran, 156
Assistance, 1 29, 1 78

Communism in, 22

Mossadegh, Mohammed, 22, 156
Message, 129

Oil situation, 1 29
Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza, 22

Relations with United Kingdom, 1 29
Tudeh (Communist Party), 156
U.S. Ambassador Loy W. Henderson,

129
Zahedi, FazoUah, message, 1 78

Irvine Ranch (Calif.), 137
Ismay, Lord, 71,255

Letter, 72
Message, 74

Isolationism in United States, question of,

88
Israel

Assistance, 225, 230
Diplomatic break with Soviet Union, 15
Dispute with Arab States, 230
Jordan River development, 217, 230

Italy, 234
Courts in, decision on Iranian oil, 1 29 n.

Ives, Sen. Irving M., 68, 69

Jackson, Charles D., 2 n., 33, 81, 126, 254
ftn. (p. 800)

Jackson, Thomas J. (Stonewall), 240

Jackson, William H., 2 n., 128 ftn. (p. 472)
News conference remarks on, 22, 126

Jackson (William H.) Committee. See
President's Committee on Interna-

tional Information Activities

Japanese courts, decision on Iranian oil,

i29n.

Jefferson, Thomas, 78, 215, 219
Jefferson City, Mo., 225
Jenkins, Repr. Thomas A., 164
Jenner, Sen. William E., 238
Jewish New Year, statement, 183

Jews and Christians, National Conference
of, message, 132

Johnson, Alice F., 77
Johnson, Sen. Edwin C, 77
Johnson, Joseph B., 187

Johnson, Vance, 37
Johnson, Vernon A., 267

Johnston, Don P., 234 n.

Johnston, Eric, mission to Middle East

Report, 217 n.

Statement, 217

Joint Chiefs of Staff

Chairman (Gen. Omar N. Bradley), 109
ftn. (p. 439)

Chairman (Adm. Arthur W. Radford),

225, 268
News conference remarks on, 62, 77, 88
Reorganization Plan 6, message, 61

Joint statements with heads of state and
governments

Canada, Prime Minister St. Laurent, 70,

France, Premier Laniel, 255
Panama, President Remon Cantera, 200
United Kingdom, Prime Minister

Churchill, 255
Western leaders, 255

Jones, Edmund L., 59
Jones, Rowland, Jr., 23 n.

Jordan, David Herrera, 222 n.

Jordan River development, 217, 230

Judd, Repr. Walter H., 98
Judicial Conference of the United States^

59
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Juliana, Queen
Letter, 53
Message, 7

Junior Chamber of Commerce, National,

address, 98
Justice, Department of, 95, loi

News conference remarks on, 54, 243,

249. 254
Reorganization Plan 4, 5

1

Security program, 95
Segregation in public schools, position

on, 249
White (Harry Dexter) case, 243
See also Attorney General; Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation

Juvenile delinquency, comment on, 265

Kansas
Abilene, 225, 252
Carlson, Sen. Frank, 8, 269
Hope, Repr. ClifTord R., 268

Rees, Repr. Edward H., 269
Kansas City, Mo., 216, 218, 225
Kearney, Repr. Bernard W., 22

Kefauver, Sen. Estes, 15

Kennan, George F., 109

Kennon, Gov. Robert F., 219
Kent, Carleton, 88, 198

Kenworthy, Carroll H., 198

Key West agreement, 61, 62
Kilpatrick, H. Cecil, 59
Kinkaid, Adm. Thomas C, 144
Kitty Hawk, ;N.C., 267
Klutznick, Philip M., 252 n.

Knebel, Fletcher, 15, 230, 249
Knowland, Sen. William F.

Constitutional amendment on treaty-

making powers, 142
News conference remarks on, 31, 126,

230
On U.S. handling of Korean war, 3

1

Kohler, Gov. Walter J., 15
Korea, 19,26,50,256
American-Korean Foundation, 65, 159,

258
Armed forces, 6, 147
Assistance, 96, 148, 159

Korea—Continued
Communist aggression, 96
Conference on, question of, 238, 255
Effects of war on, 148
Mutual defense treaty, proposed, 96
Neutral Nations Commission, 210, 225
News conference remarks, 12, 22, 88,

128,141,225,238
Panmunjom, 87, 102

Pusan, 258
Red Cross services in, 1

7

Reunification, question of, 96, 128, 147,

238
Rhee, Syngman, 109, 128, 141, 147, 159,

225
Letter, 96

U.S. Ambassador Ellis O. Briggs, 141

U.S. troops in, 12, 272
Korea, American Relief for, 258

Korea, North, 141

Korean Reconstruction Agency, United
Nations, U.S. contribution, 148

Korean war, 6, 12, 19, 30, 45, 57, 61, 70,

147, 216, 246, 253
Armistice, 54, 109, 126, 128, 141, 148,

159,187.210,272
Broadcast, 147
Letter to President Rhee, 96
Negotiations, 50, 87, 88, 128, 141

Report of Unified Conmiand, 272 n.

Budget for, 37,82
Greek participation, 233 n.

News conference remarks, 12, 15, 31,

37, 41, 54, 62, 77, 88, 109, 126, 128,

141,225,254,265
Prisoners of war, 87, 96, 128, 210

Agreement on, 102

Dean, Maj. Gen. William F., 225, 265
Exchange of sick and wounded, 41, 54
Forced repatriation, question of, 88

U.S., disaffection under Communist
indoctrination, 225

U.S., treatment of, 54
U.S. ammunition shortage, question of,

37
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Korean war—Continued
Veterans, U.S., 144
Medal of Honor awards, 27, 122, 170,

174,175,226,229
Kuh, Frederick, 54, 249, 265

Kyes, Roger M., 2 n., 266

Labor, 6, 187
Guaranteed annual wage, 77
International meeting in Stockholm, 1 28,

130
Legislation, 159

Labor, Department of, 6
Filling of vacancies, comment on, 77
Mashbum, Lloyd A., 208, 230

Labor, Secretary of, vacancy in office, 1 98

Labor, Secretary of (Martin P. Durkin)
Resignation, statement, 184
See also Durkin, Martin P.

Labor, Secretary of (James P. Mitchell),

248, 266
See also Mitchell, James P.

Labor Day, statement, 181

Labor disputes, 6
Maritime strike, 198, 203

Labor-management relations, 6, 248
Labor-Management Relations Act. See

Taft-Hartley Act

Labor organizations, 6
Affidavits by officials disclaiming Com-

munist membership, 109
American Federation of Labor, 130, 193
Congress of Industrial Organizations,

130, 248
International Confederation of Free

Trade Unions, 128, 130
International Labor Organization, 249
International Longshoremen's Associa-

tion, 203
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and

Joiners of America, 224
United Steelworkers of America, 77

Land conservation and development, 153

Land Management, Bureau of, 153

Langlie, Gov. Arthur B., 156

Laniel, Joseph, 254
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
Laos, 54
Coi^unist aggression, 70
Indochina war, U.S. assistance, 66
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
Larmon, Sigurd, 2 n.

Latin America
Assistance, 66, 143
Escapees settling in, 257 n.

Visit of Milton S. Eisenhower, 48, loi,

141, 213, 265
Report, 48 n., 198 and ftn. (p. 624)

Visit of President Eisenhower, question

of, 31
See also specific countries

Lausche, Gov. Frank J., 215
Lautier, Louis R., 54
Lawrence, William H., 88, 198, 208, 230,

238
Lawson, Lawrence M., 222 n.

Lay, James S., Jr., 33
Laycook, L. G., 225
Leach, Paul R., 41, 62, 77, 265
Lead and zinc, production, consiunption,

and importation, 228
Leave for Presidential appointees, payment

for, memorandum, 55
Lee, Robert E., 240
Legislation, statements upon approval

Customs Simplification Act, 164
District of Columbia, treatment for nar-

cotics users, 116

Farm Credit Act, 158
Flag, display of, 133
Indian reservations. State jurisdiction

over cases arising on, 166

Pakistan, wheat for drought relief, 119
Refugee Relief Act, 160

Submerged Lands Act, 86
Trade Agreements Extension Act, 161

Legislation, Vetoes and Memorandums of

Disapproval. See Memorandvuns of

Disapproval; Veto Messages
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Legislative program
Conference on, with Republican con-

gressional leaders and chairmen of

standing committees, 266, 268, 269
News conference remarks, 1 26, 230, 238,

249, 254, 265
Lehman, Sen. Herbert H., 37
Lenin, Nikolai, 109
Lepervanche Parparcen, Rene, 48 n.

Lester, Wilbur R., 59
Leviero, Anthony H., 22, 31, 41, 62, 77,

88, 109, 126, 238, 243, 249, 254,

265
Libraries overseas, U.S., selection of books

for, 109, 126, 128

Library of American Study, Anthony
Wayne (Defiance College), 215

Library Association, American, 1 20

Lincoln, Abraham, 11, 100, 147, 187, 240
Lincoln, G. Gould, 12, 41, 198, 265
Livestock, 218

Prices, loi, 216, 225, 227, 230, 249 and
ftn. (p. 780)

Livestock and Horse Show, American
Royal, 218 n.

Livingston, J. A., 249
Livingston, Robert R., 219
Lodge, Henry Cabot, Jr. (U.S. Representa-

tive to U.N.) , 187
Lodge, Gov. John D., 187
Loftus, Joseph A., 198
London, 128

Meeting of foreign ministers, 225
Long, Mrs. Glenn, 240
Long,Huey,37
Lord, Mrs. Oswald B., 43
Louisiana
Kennon, Gov. Robert F., 219
New Orleans, 219, 220

Louisiana Purchase, 150th anniversary, ad-

dress, 2
1

9

Louisiana Sesquicentennial Commission,
219 n.

Lovre, Repr. Harold O., loi

Low-income housing, 266
Loyalty of clergymen, attacks on, 132
Loyalty files, availability, 22

Loyalty program, 15

See also Security program for Govern-

ment employment
Lucey, Charles T., 1 28, 238

MacArthur, Douglas, II, 254 ftn. (p. 800)
Machinery, British, rejection of bid re, 54
Macy, R. H., and Co., 208

Madigan, John, 54, 1 28

Magna Carta, 109, 250
Mahon, Repr. George H., 62

Maine, Gov. Burton M. Cross, 187

Malaya, 6, 50, 156
Malenkov, Georgi M., 187
News conference remarks on, 41, 208

Malott, Deane W., 33 n.

Manganese imports, 69
Manion, Clarence E., 225
Manion (Clarence E.) Commission. See

Commission on Intergovernmental

Relations

Manpower policies, military, statement, 144
Marder, Murrey, 41
Margaret, Princess, 34
Marin, Mr. (International News Service),

198

Maritime strike, 198
Injunction, letter to Attorney General

Brownell, 203

Marshall, Gen. George C, 109 ftn. (p.

439). 192, 238
Martin, Sen. Edward, 268

Martin, Repr. Joseph W., Jr. See

Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives (Joseph W. Martin, Jr.)

Martin, Paul, 15, 208

Martin, Bishop William C, 250 n.

Martin, William McC, Jr., 4
Marx, Karl, 109

Mary, Queen Mother, death of, message,

Maryland, Annapolis, 80, 81

Mashbum, Lloyd A., 208, 230
Massachusetts

Boston, 187
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Massachusetts—Continued
Herter, Gov. Christian A., 1 1 7, 187
Martin, Repr. Joseph W., Jr., 6, 14, 15,

4i> 52, 63, 136, 145 n., 187, 190 n.

Rogers, Repr. Edith Nourse, 269
Saltonstall, Sen. Leverett, 187
Tornado disaster, 1

1

7

Worcester, 117
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 31
Materials Policy Commission, President's,

228
Mayer, Rene, 37, 88
Mayors, White House Conference of, re-

marks, 262
McAllister, Breck P., 59
McCann, Kevin and Ruth, 2 1

5

McCarran, Sen. Pat, 37
McCarran-Walter Immigration Act, 54,

208
McCarthy, Sen. Joseph R., 269

Discussions with foreign shipowners on
trade embargo with Communist
bloc, 41

Investigation of Voice of America, 15, 22
News conference remarks on, 15, 22, 31,

37,41,109, 141

McClendon, Sarah, 12, 15, 22, 31, 37, 54,
62, 77, 88, 126, 128, 141, 225, 230,

249. 265

McConnell, Repr. Samuel K., Jr., 266

McCormick, Adm. Lynde D., 77
McDonald, David J., 77
McEntegart, Most Rev. Bryan J., 25

1

McGrath, Earl J., 54
Mclntire, Vice Adm. Ross T., 192

McKay, Douglas. See Interior, Secretary

of the (Douglas McKay)
McKinley, William, 252

McLain, Lt. Gen. Raymond S., 144

McLaughlin, Alford L., Medal of Honor
award, 174, 229 n.

McNeil, Marshall, 208

Meany, George
Message, 130
News conference remarks on, 109, 1 28

Medals, presentation

Distinguished Service Medal, Gen.
James A. Van Fleet, 1

9

Legion of Merit, King Paul of Greece,

233
Medal of Honor

Bleak, David B., 122, 229 n.

Dewey, DuaneE., 27
McLaughlin, Alford L., 1 74, 229 n.

Miyamura, Hiroshi H., 229 n.

Murphy, Lt. Raymond G., 226, 229 n.

O'Brien, Lt. George H., Jr., 170, 229 n.

Simanek, Robert E., 175, 229 n.

Stone, Lt. James L., 229 n.

Medical Association, American, remarks,

29

Medical Association, Pan American
Letter to Executive Director (Dr. Joseph

J.Eller),26o
Remarks to officers, 259

Medical Cruise Congress, Inter-American,

260

Mein Kampf (Hitler), 109

Melton, James, 117

Memorandums of Disapproval
Denver, Federal payments for street im-

provements, 169
Motion picture performances, admis-

sions tax repeal, 157
Relief of

Cunningham, Col. Harry F., 168
Davis, Harold J., 167
Morrison, Ethel H., 162

Webb, Mary Thaila W., 163
See also Veto Messages

Memorandums and letters to heads of

Federal agencies

Agricultural conunodities for Bolivian

relief, 206
Civil defense exercise, 195
Community Chest and United Defense

Fund campaigns, 1 15, 179
National Capital area, 127

Economies in Government, 165
Organization of executive branch for

conduct of foreign affairs, 92
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Memorandums and letters to heads of Fed-
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Red Cross campaign, 4

Merchant, Livingston T., 254 ftn. (p. 800)
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Achievements of administration and

Congress, 159
Inaugural address, i

Korean armistice, 147
National security, 82, 83, 95

Messages to the Congress. See Congress,
messages to

Messages to heads of state and govern-
ments

Belgium, King Baudouin, 7
Bolivia, President Paz Estenssoro, 213
France, President Coty, 270
Germany, Chancellor Adenauer, 121,

135, 138, 146, 188
Greece, Paul 1, 172
India, Prime Minister Nehru, 102
Iran, Prime Minister Zahedi, 178
Korea, President Rhee, 96
Netherlands, Queen Juliana, 7, 53
Pakistan, Prime Minister Mohammed

Ali, 124
Saudi Arabia, King Saud ibn Abd al-

Aziz al-Saud, 245
United Kingdom

Prime Minister Churchill, 1 23
Queen Elizabeth, 7, 34

Metals, production and utilization, 228
Metropolitan Opera Association, 1

1

7

Mexico
Friendship with United States, 222, 223
International Boundary and Water

Commission, 222

Participation in Falcon Dam construc-

tion, 222

Ruiz Cortines, Adolfo, 221, 222,

223, 225

Michigan
Dondero, Repr. George A., 128, 268
Hoffman, Repr. Clare, 269
Saginaw, 242 n.

Wolcott, Repr. Jesse P., 266
Middle East and Near East, 77

Assistance, 66, 143
Johnston (Eric) mission, 217
Power projects, 2 1

7

Visit of Secretary Dulles, 101,217
See also specific countries

Mikolajczyk, Stanislaw, message, 264
Military assistance and defense support,

92, 143, 233 n.

News conference remarks, 62, 198, 249,

254.265
See also Foreign assistance; Mutual se-

curity program
Military manpower policies, statement, 144
Military personnel

Integration in schools on military posts,

198
See also Armed forces, U.S.

Military strength, U.S., i, 6, 61, 66, 82,

98, lOI

News conference remarks, 31, 37, 41, 62,

77,88,208
Military training program, 144
Miller, Repr. A. L., 268
Miller, Repr. William E., 128

Milne, Edward J., 31, 37, 77, 126, 208, 225,

243
Minerals
Development of resources, 228
Processing, 153

Minerals Policy, Cabinet Committee on,

establishment, 228

Minimum wage
Extension of coverage, proposed, 230
Increase, proposed, 230, 265

Minneapolis, Minn., 98, 99
Minnesota

Anderson, Gov. C. Elmer, 98
Humphrey, Sen. Hubert H., 198

Judd, Repr. Walter H., 98
Minneapolis, 98, 99
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Missouri

Donnelly, Gov. Phil M., 216, 225
Drought relief, 230
Hennings, Sen. Thomas C, Jr., 109
Jefferson City, 225
Kansas City, 216, 218, 225
St. Louis, 57, 193
Short, Repr. Dewey, 266
Syrriington, Sen. Stuart, 3

1

Missouri River flood ( 1 903 ) , 100

MIT. See Massachusetts Institute of

Technology
Mitchell, James P.

Designation as Secretary of Labor, 208

See also Labor, Secretary of (James P.

Mitchell)

Miyamura, Hiroshi H., Medal of Honor,
award and citation, 229 n.

Mohammed Ali, 249
Molotov, Vyacheslav M., 254, 265
Monnet, Jean, 109, 1 1

1

Monroe, James, 219
Monroney, Sen. Mike, 249
Montgomery, Ruth S., 238
Monuments, national, 153
Moore, Edwin D., 62, 1 28, 208, 254
Morgan, George A., 33
Morris, George M., 59
Morris, John D., 41
Morrison, De Lesseps S., 219
Morrison, Ethel H., insurance claim, dis-

approval, 162

Morrison, William McK., Jr., 162

Morse, Sen. Wayne, 15

Mossadegh, Mohammed, 22, 156
Message, 129

Motion picture performances, admissions

tax repeal, disapproval, 157
Mount Rushmore National Monument,

lOI

MSA. See Mutual Security Agency
MuUady, Bernard, 230
Mundt, Sen. Karl E., loi

Munitions Board (Department of De-
fense), 61

Munroe, Pat, 22, 128, 265

Murphy, Lt. Raymond G., Medal of

Honor award, 226, 229 n.

Murray, Robert B., Jr., letter, 194
Mutual Security, Director for (Harold E.

Stassen) , 2 n.

European storm disaster relief, 7 n.

Food for East Germans, 134, 138
Mutual security appropriations, 143
News conference remarks on, 41, 62
Pakistan drought relief, 97
See also Foreign Operations Adminis-

tration, Director

Mutual Security, Public Advisory Board
for, report, 22 and ftn. (p. 86)

Mutual Security Agency, 141

Information programs, 89
Payment of ocean freight on relief ship-

ments, 92
Rand, William M., 1 11 n.

Roberts, Frank N., 33
See also Foreign Operations Adminis-

tration

Mutual security program, 6, 1 25
Appropriations, 143
Letter to Senator Bridges, 143
Message to Congress, 66
See also Economic assistance; Foreign

assistance; Military assistance and
defense support; Technical assist-

ance to less develoi>ed countries

Napoleon Bonaparte, 219
Narcotics users, treatment in District of

Columbia, approval, 1 16

Nash, Frank C, 33, 254 ftn. (p. 800)

National Advisory Council on Interna-

tional Monetary and Financial Prob-

lems, 60, 93
National Agricultural Advisory Commis-

sion, 6, 153, 216
News conference remarks 12, 225, 230,

238
Statement, 227

National Blood Program, 4
National Boy Scout Jamboree (1953), re-

corded message, 137
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National Bureau of Standards, Director

(A. V. Astin),4i

National Community Christmas Tree, 271
National Conference of Christians and

Jews, message, 132
National Council of Churches

General Board meeting, remarks, 250
United Church Women, address, 205

National debt. See Debt, national

National Defense Week, letter to Col. C.

M. Boyer, 1

1

National economy. See Economy, national

National forests, 153
National groups. See Addresses, remarks,

etc., to national groups

National Junior Chamber of Commerce,
address, 98

National Newspaper Week, 204 n.

Statement, 199
National Park Service, 153
National parks, 153
National security, i, 6, 11, 33, 49, 61, 84,

89, 98, loi, 143, 156, 159, 187, 262
Broadcasts, 82, 83, 95
News conference remarks, 15, 54, 62,

77, 249, 254
National Security Council, 6, 89, 92, 246,

265ftn. (p.843)
Assistance for Korea, survey of, review,

148
News conference remarks on, 31, 54, 109,

198, 208
Operations Coordinating Board, 1 28 ftn.

(p. 472)
St. Lawrence Seaway project, recom-

mendations re, 56
White House statement, 33

National Security Resources Board, 41, 49
Abolishment under Reorganization

Plan 3, 40
National Security Traming Commission,

statement, 144
National Service Life Insurance, claim of

Ethel H. Morrison, 162

National Vegetable Week, recorded mes-
sage, 150

National Young Republican Organization,

address, 10

1

NATO.
^
See North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization

Natural resources, 1 1 2, 1 7

1

Conference on, 25
Conservation, 6, 25, 153, 234
Message to Congress, 153

Naval Gun Factory, 1 18 n.

Navy, 118

Air power, 83, 98
Civilian facilities, integration, report,

243
Statement, 244

7th Fleet, 6

Navy, Department of the. Reorganization
Plan 6, message to Congress, 6

1

Navy, Secretary of the (Robert B. Ander-
son), report on integration in civilian

facilities, 244
Nazis, 233 n.

Near East. See Middle East and Near
East

Nebraska
Butler, Sen. Hugh, 268
Curtis, Repr. Carl T., 268
Miller, Repr. A. L., 268

Negro College Fund Luncheon, remarks,
81

Nehru, Jawaharlal, message, 102

Netherlands
Floods in, 53 n.

Prince Bernhard, 53
Queen Juliana

Letter, 53
Message, 7

Storm disaster, 7,

8

Nevada
Atom bomb test, 3

1

McCarran, Sen. Pat, 37
New England "Forward to '54" Dinner,

address, 187
New Hampshire

Bridges, Sen. Styles, 37, 143, 187
Gregg, Gov. Hugh, 187
Hanover, 104
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New Jersey

Atlantic City, 205, 208
Congressional election, 238
DriscoU, Gov. Alfred E., 15, 205
Gubernatorial election, 198, 230, 238
Smith, Sen. H. Alexander, 266

New Mexico
Anderson, Sen. Clinton P., 58
Chavez, Sen. Dennis, 122

New Orleans, La., 2 1 9, 220

MayorDe Lesseps S. Morrison, 219

New York
Cole, Repr. W. Sterling, 268

Dewey, Gov. Thomas E., 68, 69, 105,

128,230,265
Ives, Sen. Irving M., 68, 69
Kearney, Repr. Bernard W., 22

Lehman, Sen. Herbert H., 37
Miller, Repr. William E., 1 28

New York City, 5 n., 68, 69, 238
New York Power Authority, 246
Niagara Falls power project, 31, 77, 88,

128,208,265
Oyster Bay, 105

Reed, Repr. Daniel A., 3 1, 41

Republican State Committee, addresses,

68,69
St. Lawrence power project, 15, 22, 31,

54. 7o> 77> 246, 247 , ^
Southern New York District Court, 203

n.

Taber, Repr. John, 266

New Zealand, defense treaty with United

States, 96
Newcomb, Elliott, meeting with, statement,

26

Newport Harbor, Calif., 137 n.

News conferences, coment on, 198

News conferences, the President's

February 17 (No. i), 12

February 25 (No. 2), 15

March 5 (No. 3), 22

March 19 (No. 4), 31

March 26 (No. 5), 37
April 2 (No. 6), 41

April 23 (No. 7), 54
April 30 (No. 8), 62

News conferences, the President's

—

Con.
May 14 (No. 9), 77
May28(No. io),88

June 17 (No. 11), 109
July I (No. 12), 126

July8(No. I3),i28
July22(No. I4),i4i
September 30 (No. 15), 198
October 8 (No. 16), 208
October 21 (No. 17), 225
October 28 (No. 18), 230
November 4 (No. 19), 238
November 1 1 (No. 20) , 243
November 18 (No. 21 ) , 249
December 2 (No. 22) , 254
December 16 (No. 23), 265

Newsmen, relationship with, 1

2

Newspaper Editors, American Society of,

address, 50
Newspaper Week, National, 204 n.

Statement, 199
Newspapers, leakage of information to, 198
Niagara Falls power project, 31, 77, 88,

128,208,265
Nichols, Marvin C, 1 26
Nickname of President, use by newsmen,

comment on, 265
Nicolas I, 187
Nieuw Amsterdam, S.S., 260
Nixon, Richard M. See Vice President

(Richard M. Nixon)
Nixon, Mrs. Richard M., 265
North Atlantic Council

Chairman^ Lord Ismay, 71
Letter, 72
Message, 74

Ministerial meetings in Paris, 54, 66, 70,

265 ftn. (p. 843)
North Atlantic Treaty, 42, 255
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 50,

61, 75> 143
Atomic information exchange, question

of, 265
Commander in Chief, South (Adm.

Robert B. Carney)
, 71, 72

Letter, 76
Fourth anniversary, statement, 42
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization

—

Continued
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
Joint statements with Prime Minister St.

Laurent on, 70, 247
Ministerial Council meetings, 54, 66, 70,

265 ftn. (p. 843)
News conference remarks on, 37, 54,

128,230,238,249,265
Report on, 265 ftn., (p. 843)
Secretary General (Lord Ismay), 71,

72, 74, 255
U.S. mission, 89

North Carolina, Kitty Hawk, 267
North Dakota

Brunsdale, Gov. Norman, 100

Young, Sen. Milton R., 225
Nover, Bamet, 15, 128

Nuclear war, 50, 95, 1 14, 208, 256
Nuclear weapons, 50, 205, 256
Exchange with NATO countries, ques-

tion of, 265
News conference remarks, 12, 109, 208,

230, 265
Soviet, 6, 12, 205, 208, 246, 256
United Kingdom and Canada, 256
See also Bombs; Disarmament; Nuclear

weapons tests

Nuclear weapons tests

Atomic bomb, 31, 256
Nevada, 31
News conference remarks, 31, 109, 208
Soviet, 109, 208
See also Nuclear weapons

Nutting, Charles B., 59

O'Boyle, Archbishop Patrick A., 251 n.

O'Brien, Frank, Jr., 62
O'Brien, Lt. George H., Jr., Medal of

Honor award, 170, 229 n.

O'Brien, Msgr. John A., 132
O'Brien, John C, 265
O'Donnell, John, 62
Office of Education, 28, 54, 95
Office of Price Stabilization, 12 ftn. (p.

46)

Ogdensburg Declaration, U.S.-Canada

(1940), joint statements with Prime
Minister St. Laurent, 70, 247

Ohio
Bricker, Sen. John W., 31, 126, 215,

269
Brown, Repr. Clarence J., 238
Defiance, 215
Jenkins, Repr. Thomas A., 164
Lausche, Gov. Frank J., 215
Taft, Sen. Robert A., 15, 22, 41, 88, 98,

154. 159. 215
Willard, 214

Oil

Imports, 62, 77, 141

In Iran, 129
Tidelands dispute. See Tidelands

Oklahoma, Sen. Mike Monroney, 249
O'Konski, Repr. Alvin E., 225
Old-age and survivors insurance, 6, 82, 268
Claim of Helmuth W. Gruhl, 108

Extension of coverage, proposed, 95, 155,

159
Trust fund, 82, 84

Older persons, Ebenezer Home for the

Aged, remarks, 99
Oleomargarine prices, 41
Oliver, D. Harold, 109, 128

Olofson, Darwin R., 225
O'Neill, Thomas, 62
Ontario, Canada, St. Lawrence power

project, 22,31, 77
Oppenheimer, J. Robert, 1 28
Oregon, Sen. Wayne Morse, 15
Organization of American States, Council

of, address, 48
O'Shaughnessy, Elim (U.S. Charge d'Af-

faires at Moscow) , 134, 135
Ottawa, Canada, 208, 246
Overby, Andrew N., 33, 213 n.

Oxnam, Bishop G. Bromley, 15
Oyster Bay, N.Y., 105

Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza, 22
Pakistan

Assistance, 95, 97, 109, 119, 124, 143,

249
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Pakistan—Continued
Freedom from Communist domination,

156
Mohammed Ali, 249

Message, 124
Wheat for drought relief, 95, 159

Approval of bill, 119

Message to Congress, 97
Message to Prime Minister Moham-

med Ali, 124
Palestine refugee program, 89
Pan American Medical Association

Letter to Executive Director (Dr. Jo-

seph J. EUer) , 260

Remarks to officers, 259
Pan American Union, 48
Panama, joint statement with President

Remon Cantera, 200

Panama Canal, 200

Pandit, Mme. Vijaya, 256
Conference with, statement, 210

Panmunjom, Korea, 87, 102

Pardons, Presidential, disclosure of, 95
Paris, 71

North Atlantic Council meetings, 54,

66, 70, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
Park Service, National, 153

Parks, national, 153
Patterson,?. D., 81

Patterson, Garnet L., 59
Paul I, 230
Exchange of toasts, 233
Legion of Merit, citation, 233
Message, 172
Welcoming remarks to, 232

Pay
Congress, 77
See also Wages

Paz Estenssoro, Victor, letter, 213

Peace, address on, 50
Peaceful uses of atomic energy. See

Atomic energy for peaceful uses

Pearson, Lester B., 70, 104

Peasant Union Forum, International, 264

Pennsylvania

Duff, Sen. James H., 128

Gubernatorial election, 128

Pennsylvania—Continued
Hershey, 211, 212
Martin, Sen. Edward, 268
McConnell, Repr. Samuel K., Jr., 266
Republican Rally, remarks, 2 1

2

Simpson, Repr. Richard M., 41, 54, 141

Valley Forge, 137, 271
Pennsylvania State College, 48, loi

Perkins, Fred W., 41, 208
Permanent Joint Board on Defense,

United States and Canada, 246
Joint statements with Prime Minister St.

Laurent, 70, 247
Peterson, Val. See Federal Civil Defense

Administrator (Val Peterson)

Petty, Milbum, 77
Pfeiffer, William M., 68, 69
Philippines

Defense treaty with United States, 96
Elections, 239, 243
News conference remarks, 15, 243

Physically Handicapped, President's Com-
mittee on Employment of the, re-

marks, 192
Pilgrim Fathers, 155-

Piatt, Thomas G., 105
Poland, Cardinal Wyszynski, 235
Poliomyelitis, 4, 1

7

Post Office Department
Airline subsidies, transfer of functions

re, 94
Reorganization, 6

Postmaster General (Arthur E. Summer-
field), 6, 269

Power projects, 171, 187
Garrison Dam, 100
Hydroelectric, 77
Middle East, 217
News conference remarks, 15, 22, 31, 54,

77,88,128,208,265
Niagara Falls, 31, 77, 88, 128, 208, 265
Private vs. public, 3 1, 77, 1 28
St. Lawrence River, 15, 22, 31, 54, 70,

77, 246, 247
Snake River, 77
TVA area. See Tennessee Valley Au-

thority
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Powered flight, 50th anniversary, 267
Prayer breaikfast, International Christian

Leadership, remarks, 8
Presentation ceremonies. See Addresses

or remarks at presentation ceremonies

Presidency, comments on, 15, 141

President of the Senate. See Vice Presi-

dent (Richard M. Nixon)
Presidential documents published in Fed-

eral Register (1953), Appendix B,

p. 879
Presidential reports to Congress, list.

Appendix C, p. 885
Presidential responsibility and authority,

foreign affairs, 41
President's Advisory Committee on Gov-

ernment Organization, 6
News conference remarks, 37, 62

President's Committee on Employment of

the Physically Handicapped, remarks,

.192
President's Committee on International

Information Activities, 230 n.

Establishment, statement, 2

Report, 126, 128 and ftn. (p. 472)
President's Conference on Administrative

Procedure, 59
President's Materials Policy Commission,

228
Prettyman, Judge E. Barrett, 59
Price controls, 216
News conference remarks, 12, 22, 41,

225
Price Stabilization, Office of, 12 ftn. (p.

46)
Price supports, 6, loi, 216
Price and wage controls, 6, 12 and ftn.

(p. 46)
Prices, 6, 30, 10 1, 216, 227
News conference remarks, 12, 22, 41,

225, 230, 249
See also specific commodities

Prisoners of Korean war, 87, 96, 210
Agreement on, 102

Dean, Maj. Gen. William F., 225, 265
Exchange of sick and wounded, 41, 54
Forced repatriation, question of, 88

Prisoners of Korean war—Continued
News conference remarks, 41, 54, 88,

225, 265
United States

Disaffection under Communist indoc-

trination, 225
Treatment of, 54

Prisoners of World War II held by Soviet

Union, 50
Private enterprise. See Enterprise system

Problems of Leninism (Stalin), 109

Proclamations, 105, 182 n.

List, Appendix B, p. 879
Professional persons, social security cover-

age, 155
Psychological Operations Coordinating

Committee, 92
Psychological Strategy Board, 33
Psychological warfare, 22, 128

Public Advisory Board for Mutual Secu-

rity, report, 22 and ftn. (p. 86)
Public debt. See Debt, national

Public Health Service, 28, 116

Public housing, 54
Public lands, 153
Public works, 268

Puerto Rico, San Juan, 260

Purdue University, 97
Pusan, Korea, fire, statement, 258
Pyle, Ernie, tablet honoring, dedication,.

204

Racketeers, deportation of, 95
Radford, Adm. Arthur W. See Joint

Chiefs of Staff, Chairman (Adm.
Arthur W. Radford)

Radio and television addresses. See Mes-^

sages to the American people

Rand, William M., 1 1 1 n.

Randall, Clarence, 176, 190 n.

Letter, 177
Randall Commission. See Commission oni

Foreign Economic Policy

Rankine, Paul S., 208, 225, 243
Rapid City, S. Dak., 103

Rayburn, Repr. Sam, 141
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REA. See Rural Electrification Adminis-

tration

Reclamation, Bureau of, 153
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, syn-

thetic rubber facilities disposal

Recommendations, 22

Report, 49
Records. See Information

Red Cross, 1 18

Campaign
Memorandum, 4
Remarks, 17

Convention, remarks, 1 1

7

District of Columbia Chapter House,

dedication, remarks, 201

Greek earthquake disaster, 172

Statement, 173
Harriman, E. Roland, letter, 3
In Korea, 17

London meeting ( 1942) , 1 1 7, 201

Red Feather campaign. See Community
Chest campaign

Reed, Repr. Chauncey W., 269

Reed, Repr. Daniel A., 31, 41

Reed, Harry, 97
Rees, Repr. Edward H., 269

Refugee Relief Act, 208
Approval, 160

Refugees and escapees

Admission to United States, 187
Letter, 52

Arab, 217
Assistance, U.S. program, statement, 257
From East Germany, 146
In Palestine, 89
Letter to Queen Juliana, 53

Registration of foreign agents, 95
Religion in American Life, Committee on,

radio and television program, recorded

statement, 236
Religious Organizations, Commission on,

National Conference of Christians and
Jews, message, 132

Remon Cantera, Jose A., joint statement

with, 200

Rent controls, 6

Reorganization Plans, messages

No. I, Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfaare, establishment, 28

No. 2, Department of Agriculture, 35
No. 3, Executive Office, organization, 40
No. 4, Department of Justice, 51
No. 5, Export-Import Bank, 60
No. 6, Department of Defense, 61

No. 7, Foreign Operations Administra-

tion, establishment, 90
No. 8, United States Information

Agency, establishment, 91
No. 9, Council of Economic Advisers, 93
No. 10, Air carriers, payments to, 94

Reports to the President

Douglas, Lewis W., financial and eco-

nomic mission to United Kingdom,
176, 177

Eisenhower, Milton S., Latin American
visit, 48 n., 198 and ftn. (p. 624)

Johnston, Eric, Middle East mission,

217 n.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, re-

port on, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
President's Conmiittee on International

Information Activities, 126

Public Advisory Board for Mutual Se-

curity, 22 and ftn. (p. 86)
Reconstruction Finance Corporation,

synthetic rubber facilities disposal,

49
Secretary Anderson, integration in civil-

ian facilities at naval installations,

243, 244
Secretary Dulles, agreements with Ger-

many on settlement of debts and
claims, 46

Reports to the President, letters and state-

ments in response to

Douglas, Lewis W., financial and eco-

nomic mission to United Kingdom,
176

Secretary Anderson, integration in civil-

ian facilities at naval installations,

244
Republican Conmuttee of New York State,

addresses, 68, 69
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Republican legislative conference, state-

ments, 266, 2685 269
Republican National Committee, 68

Chairman, vacancy in office, 4

1

Republican National Committee, Chair-

man (Leonard W. Hall), 68, 69,

105 n.

News conference remarks on, 238, 249
See also Hall, Leonard W.

Republican National Committee, Chair-

man (C. Wesley Roberts), 37
Resignation, statement, 38

Republican Organization, National Young,
address, loi

Republican Party

Comments on, 68, 266, 268, 269
1 00th anniversary, 187

Republican Rally, Pennsylvania, remarks,

212
Republican Women's Spring Conference,

remarks, 57
Republican workers, New Orleans, re-

marks, 220

Reschke, Oscar W., 1 28, 243
Research, agricultural, 95
Research and Development Board (De-

partment of Defense) , 61

Reserve Officers Association, 1

1

Reserve program, 144
Resignations, letters and statements

Durkin, Martin P., 184
Roberts, C. Wesley, 38

Resignations from officials of preceding ad-
ministration, comment on, 54

Resources for the Future, Inc., 25
Reston, James B., 22, 41, 88, 265
Retail Federation, American, remarks, 23
Retirement, State and local systems, social

security coverage, 155
Reuter, Ernst

Death of, statement, 197
Letter, 185

Reuther, Walter P., 128

Letter, 248
Message, 130

Revolutionary War, 8

RFC. See Reconstruction Finance Cor-

poration

Rhee, Syngman, 147, 159
Letter, 96
News conference remarks on, 109, 128,

141, 225
Richards, Ernest V., Jr., 219 n.

Richards, Robert W., 31, 37, 208, 225
Richards (Repr. James P.) amendment,

military assistance bill, 265
Ridder, Walter T., 254
Ridgway, Gen. Matthew B., 41
Nomination as Chief of Staff, Army, 72,

73
Letter, 71

See also Supreme Allied Commander,
Europe (Gen. Matthew B. Ridg-

way)
Riggs, Robert L., 198, 230, 243
Rio Grande River, Falcon Dam construc-

tion, 221

Ripon, Wis., birthplace of Republican
Party, 187

River basin development, 1 53
Roberts, C. Wesley. See Republican

National Committee, Chairman (C.

Wesley Roberts)

Roberts, Chalmers M., 54, 77, 88, 109,

128, 208, 230, 249, 254, 265
Roberts, Frank N., 33
Robertson, Sen. A. Willis, 78
Robertson, David B., 33 n.

Robertson, James M., 79 n.

Robertson, Walter S., 141

Robertson, Wishart, 246 n.

Rockefeller, John D., 3d., 81

Rockefeller, Nelson A.

Chairman, President's Advisory Com-
mittee on Government Organiza-

tion, 62
Under Secretary of Health, Education,

and Welfare, 269
Rockefeller family, 8

1

Rogers, Repr. Edith Nourse, 269
Roosevelt, Theodore, 6, 25, 105, 153
Roosevelt (Theodore) Home at Sagamore

Hill, dedication, remarks, 105
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Roosevelt (Theodore) Week, 105

Rosenberg (Julius and Ethel) case, 22

Statements, 10, 114
Rubber producing facilities, Government-

owned, disposal

Message to Congress, 49
News conference remarks, 22, 198

Ruiz Cortines, Adolfo, 222, 223, 225
Toast to, 221

Rules governing this publication. Appen-
dix D, p. 886

Rumania, Georgescu (Valeriu G.) case, 88

Rummel, Archbishop Joseph F., 219
Rural Electrification Adn^inistration, 100

Rusk, Dr. Howard A., 15 and ftn. (p. 59)
Russia. See Soviet Union
Ruth, Robert W., 238
Ryerson, Edward L., 45

Sabotage. See Subversive activities

Saginaw, Mich., 242 n.

St. Laurent, Louis S., 208, 246

Joint statements with, 70, 247
St. Lawrence power project, 246

Joint statements with Prime Minister St.

Laurent, 70, 247
News conference remarks, 15, 22, 31,

54. 77
St. Lawrence Seaway project, 268

Joint statement with Prime Minister St.

Laurent, 247
Letter to Sen. Wiley, 56
News conference remarks, 15, 22, 31,

54, 208

St. Louis, Mo., 57, 193
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, 260

Sales tax. Federal, question of, 198

Saltonstall, Sen. Leverett, 187

San Juan, Puerto Rico, 260

Satellite countries, Soviet, 6, 50, 121, 146,

160, 205, 256
Congressional resolution on subjugation,

6, 14, 15, 22

Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
News conference remarks, 15, 22, 126,

254

Satellite countries, Soviet—Continued
See also Communist bloc; specific coun-

tries

Saud ibn Abd al-Aziz al-Saud, message,

245
Saudi Arabia
Abdul Aziz Ibn al Saud, 18

Death of, 245
Prince Faisal, 18

Saud ibn Abd al-Aziz al-Saud, message,

245
Savings bonds, U.S., 189
Sawyer, Roland, 109
Schamikow, William F., 59
Scheibel, Kenneth M., 230
Scherer, Ray L., 141, 225, 238
School districts in Federally affected areas,

aid to, 6, 95
School integration. See Integration

Schorr, Daniel, 249, 254
Schultz, Henry E., 252
Schuman plan. See European Coal and

Steel Community
Schwartz, Lloyd M., 41
Scotland, Carnoustie, 140 n.

Seattle, Wash., 156
Security, national. See National security

Security Council, National. See National
Security Council

Security information. See Information
Security program for Government employ-

ment, 6, 95, 1 01

News conference remarks, 249, 254, 265
See also Loyalty program

Segregation. See Civil rights; Integration

Sentner, David P., 31, 37, 41, 54, 88, 126,

208, 230, 238, 254
Separation of powers of Government, 126

SHAEF. See Supreme Headquarters,

Allied Expeditionary Forces

Shanley, Bernard M. (Special Counsel to

the President), 268
Sharpies, Philip T., 2 1

2

Shepley, James R., 62
Shipowners, Greek, discussions with con-

gressional committee on trade em-
bargo with Communist bloc, 41
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Ships

Dorchester, 5
Nieuw Amsterdam, 260

Williamsburg, 118

Shivers, Gov. Allan, 156
News conference remarks on, 15, 62

Short, Repr. Dewey, 266

Shotwell, James T., 249
Sicily, 234
Simanek, Robert E., Medal of Honor

award, 175, 229 n.

Simpson, Repr. Richard M., 41, 54, 141

Simpson, Repr. Sid, 269
Sims, Edward H., 15

Slevin, Joseph R., 54, 62, 1 28

Small business, 6

Smith, Adam, 109

Smith, Sen. H. Alexander, 266

Smith, Merriman, 12, 15, 22, 31, 37, 41, 54,

62, 77, 88, 109, 126, 198, 208, 225,

230, 238, 243, 249, 265
Smith, Walter Bedell, 88

Snake River development, 77
Snyder, Maj. Gen. Howard McC., 254 ftn.

(p. 800)
Social security, 6, 16, 268

Extension of coverage, 57, 155, 187

Message to Congress, 155
News conference remarks, 15, 109

See also Old-age and survivors insur-

ance
Social Security, Commissioner of, 28

Social Security Act, 155
Social Security Administration, 28

Socialism, comments on, 109, 208
Soil conservation, 100, 153, 234
News conference remarks, 15, 22

Soil Conservation Service, reorganization,

Solicitor General
Functions, 51

Vacancy in office, 249
Soper, Judge Morris A., 59
South America. See Latin America
South Carolina

Byrnes, Gov. James F., 15

Richards, Repr. James P., 265

South Dakota
Anderson, Gov. Sigurd, 1 01, 103

Berry, Repr. E. Y., loi

Case, Sen. Francis, loi, 269
Lovre, Repr. Harold O., 10

1

Mundt, Sen. KarlE., loi

Rapid City, 103

Soviet Union, 6, 50, 61, 95, 10 1, 159, 256
Anti-Semitism, 22

Armed forces in East Germany, 88,

121 n.

Attacks on U.S. planes, 3

1

Diplomatic break with Israel, 15
Four-power conference on Germany and

Austria, rejection of proposal, 238
Hydrogen bomb, possession of, 198, 208

Joint statement with Prime Minister St.

Laurent on, 70
Joint statement with Western leaders on,

255
Malenkov, Georgi M., 41, 187, 208
Molotov, Vyacheslav M., 254, 265
News conference remarks, 12, 15, 22, 31,

41. 54. ^2, 77, 88, 109, 126, 198,

208, 238, 243, 254, 265
Nuclear weapons, 6, 12, 198, 205, 208,

246, 256
Nuclear weapons tests, 109, 208
Political changes, 31,50
Prisoners of war held by, 50
Satellite countries. See Satellite coun-

tries, Soviet

Soviet Zone of Germany. See Germany,
East

Stalin, Joseph, 15, 20, 22, 31, 50, 109

Death of, message on, 24
U.K.-Soviet talks on air safety over Ger-

many, 41

U.S. Ambassador Charles E. Bohlen, 22,

31,37,41, 265

U.S.-Soviet relations, 31

Vishinsky, Andrei Y., 230

World War H agreements, 12, 14, 15

Spain

Defense agreement, 198

U.S. bases, 198
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Speaker of the House of Representatives

(Joseph W. Martin, Jr.), 6, 187,

190 n.

Appointment of members of Hoover
Commission, 145 n.

Letters

Department of Agriculture, supple-

mental appropriation, proposed, 136
Foreign economic policy, 63
Refugees, admission to United States,

Resolution on subjugated peoples, 14
News conference remarks on, 15, 41

Spending by Government, 6, 39, 57, 84,

95. 98, loi, 159, 187
Letter to heads of agencies and depart-

ments, 165
News conference remarks, 12, 31, 37, 54,

62, 109, 198, 249, 254
Spierenburg, Dirk, 1 1 1 n.

Spivack, Robert G., 15, 31, 37, 41, 54, 77,

243. 265
Sprague, J. Russel, 68, 09
Stalin, Joseph, 50

Illness, statement, 20
Death of, message to Soviet Govern-

ment, 24
News conference remarks on, 15, 22, 31,

109
Problems of Leninism^ 109

Stanford, Neal A., 37, 141
Stansgate, Viscount, 209 n.

Stassen, Harold E. See Foreign Opera-
tions Administration, Director; Mu-
tual Security, Director for

State, Department of

Bowie, Robert R., 254 ftn. (p. 800)
Cabot, John M., 48, 213 n.

Educational exchange programs, 89
Flag of the United States, display with

flags of other nations, 133
Foreign policy development, 89, 92
Information programs, 89
International Information Administra-

tion, 89, 128 ftn. (p. 477)
MacArthur, Douglas, II, 254 ftn. (p.

800)

State, Department of—Continued
Merchant, Livingston T., 254 ftn. (p.

800)
News conference remarks on, 54, 77, 88,

109, 126, 128 and ftn. (p. 477),
198, 208

Overseas libraries, 109, 126, 128

Position on arrest of Cardinal Wyszyn-
ski of Poland, 235

Reorganization, 54
Robertson, Walter S., 141

Smith, Walter Bedell, 88
Technical Cooperation Administration,

State, Secretary of, responsibility for for-

eign affairs, memorandum, 92
State, Secretary of (John Foster Dulles),

2 n., 24 n., 48, 57, 71, III n., 129,

176, 268
Agreements with Germany on settle-

ment of debts and claims, report,

.46 .

Bolivian relief, transferral of agricultural

conmiodities for, memorandimi,
206

Discussion with Canadian leaders, 70
East German food shortage, U.S. as-

sistance, 134, 138
European storm disaster relief, 7 n.

Iranian oil situation, 1 29 n.

Meeting with foreign ministers of Great
Britain and France, 146

Meeting with Madame Pandit, 210
Mutual security appropriations, 143
NATO, report on, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
News conference remarks on, 12, 31, 37,

41, 62, 109, 126, 225, 230, 254 and
ftns. (pp. 800, 801 ) , 265

Pakistan drought relief, 97
Visit to Middle East and Asia, loi, 217

State of the Union, annual message to

Congress, 6
Statehood

Alaska, 15, 77
Hawaii, 6, 15, 77, 268

States

Civil defense directors, remarks, 202
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States—Continued
Federal aid. See Federal aid to States

Indian reservations, jurisdiction over

cases arising on, i66

Local flood control works, participation,

153
Natural resources, conservation and de-

velopment, 153
Responsibilities, remarks, 156

Retirement systems, 155
River basin development, 153
Southern States, two-party system, 220

Taxes, 67
Tidelands dispute. See Tidelands,

Federal vs. State claims

Water resources conservation, 153
Western States, growth, 153
See also Federal-State-local govern-

mental responsibilities; Governors;

specific States

Statue of Liberty, 252
Stephens, Thomas E., 254 ftn. (p. 800)
Stephenson, Francis M., 198, 249
Stems, Robert L., 207
Stevens, Robert T. (Secretary of the

Army), 36
Stevenson, Adlai E.

News conference remarks on, 12, 208

On nonaggression pacts, 208

Stockholm, International Confederation of

Free Trade Unions meeting, 128, 130
Stockpiling of strategic and critical mate-

rials, 40
Stone, Lt. James L., Medal of Honor

award, 229 n.

Storm disasters in Western Europe, 8

Messages, 7
Strasbourg Conference, 6

Strategic and critical materials, stockpiling,

40
Strauss, Lewis L. See Atomic Energy

Commission, Chairman (Lewis L.

Strauss)

Streibert, Theodore C. See United States

Information Agency, Director (Theo-

dore C. Streibert)

Strom, Else, 225
Sturgis, Maj. Gen. Samuel D., Jr., 100

Submerged lands. See Tidelands

Submerged Lands Act, approval, 86
Subsidies, airlines, 94
Subversive activities, 57, 69
FBI jurisdiction, 95, 263
News conference remarks, 243, 254

Summerfield, Arthur E. See Postmaster

General (Arthur E. Summerfield)

Supreme Allied Commander, Europe
(Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway), 72, 74,

75
Letters, 71, 73

Supreme Court, U.S., loi

Congressional subpoenas for Justices,

question of, 243
Decisions

Food and Drug Administration, fac-

tory inspections, 6, 95
Rosenberg case, 1 14
Tidelands ownership, 58

Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expedition-

ary Forces, 88

Supreme Headquarters of Allied Powers

in Europe, Chief of Staff, 71, 74
Surgeon General, 28

Surplus agricultural commodities. See

Agricultural surpluses

Sweden, Stockholm, 128, 130

Sylvester, Arthur, 22, 77, 230, 238
Symington, Sen. Stuart, 31

Synthetic rubber facilities. Government-
owned, disposal

Message, 49
News conference remarks, 22, 198

Taber, Repr. John, 266

Taft, Sen. Robert A., 159, 215
Death of, statement, 154
Illness, 98
News conference remarks on, 15, 22, 41,

88
On Korean war, 88

Taft, Mrs. Robert A., 154

Taft, William Howard, 154
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Taft-Hartley Act, 203
News conference remarks, 109, 198
Revision proposed, 6, 109, 193, 198, 248,

266
Taiwan (Formosa), 6

Talbot, Joseph E., 54
Tariff Commission, 141

Lead and zinc, production, consumption,

and importation, investigation, 228

Talbot, Joseph E., 54
Wool imports, effect on price support

program, investigation, 131

Tariff Commission, Chairman (Edgar B.

Brossard), 131

Taxes, 69, 83, 98, 159
Alexander, J. Don, refund claim, 107

Budget (1954), 82
Corporate, 84, 254
Excess profits, 12, 31, 82, 84, 95, 157,

268
Excise, 82, 84, 198

Admissions tax on motion picture

performances, 157
Federal-State division of functions, 15,

16,67
Income, 31, 82, 84, 95, 268

Message to Congress, 84
News conference remarks, 12, 15, 31,

41, 62, 77, 109, 198, 208, 249, 254
Reduction, 6, 12, 30, 31, 57, 62, 82, 84,

95, 109, 268
^

Retail sales, question of, 1 98

Revision, 6, 31, 82, 84, 157, 249, 254
Settlements in cases of fraud, disclosure

of, 95
State and local, Federal immunity from,

169

Taylor, Gen. Maxwell D., 159

Teachers, 237
Technical assistance to less developed

countries, 66, 89, 92, 213

See also Economic assistance; Foreign

assistance; Mutual security pro-

gram
Technical assistance program, U.N., U.S.

contribution, 143

Technical Cooperation Administration, 89
Technological development, 82
Television and radio addresses. See Mes-

sages to the American people

Tennessee
Clement, Gov. Frank G., 208, 225
Kefauver, Sen. Estes, 15

Tennessee Valley Authority, 109, 208, 225

Texas
Daniel, Sen. Price, 54
El Paso, 265
Falcon Dam, 221, 222, 223
Mahon, Repr. George H., 62

Rayburn, Repr. Sam, 141

Shivers, Gov. Allan, 15, 62, 156
Tidelands, 58

Thanksgiving Day
Plans, comment on, 249
Remarks in Augusta, Ga., 253

Thomas, Charles A., 33 n.

Thompson, Glenn, 22

Thornton, Gov. Dan, 62, 77
Tidelands, Federal vs. State claims, loi

Letter to Sen. Anderson, 58
News conference remarks, 22, 54, 77
Submerged Lands Act, approval, 86

Timgad, Algeria, ruined city, 234
Tin from Bolivia, 213

Tin supply, effect of Indochina war on,

156

Tito, Marshal Josip Broz, 3

1

Todd, Jane, 68, 69
Tornado disaster in Massachusetts, 1

1

7

Totalitarianism, 222

Trade, international, i, 6, 44, 50, 63, 68,

69, B2, 95, 98, loi, 131, 159, 161, 187,

219
Joint statements with Prime Minister St.

Laurent, 70, 247
News conference remarks, 15, 22, 31, 41,

54, 88, 141, 249
Relation to national security, 156
With Communist bloc, 88

Embargo, congressional discussions re,

41
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Trade Agreements Extension Act (1953),

6, 155 415 54. 70. 141. 187. 190 n.

Approval, statement, 161

Message to Congress, 44
Trade and Economic Affairs, Committee

on, U.S.-Canada, 246
Joint statement with Prime Minister St.

Laurent, 247
Trade Unions, International Confedera-

tion of Free, meeting in Stockholm,

128, 130
Training program, military, 144
Treasury, Department of the, 208, 228
Debt extension program, 6
Federal sales tax proposal, study of, 198
Indians, cooperative study with, 166

Mutual security appropriations, 143
Overby, Andrew N., 33, 213 n.

Tax system review, 6, 82, 84, 159
Treasury, Secretary of the (George M.

Humphrey), 57, 189, 268
Broadcast with the President, 95
NATO, report on, 265 ftn. (p. 843)
News conference remarks on, 15, 62, 109,

249. 254
Testimonial dinner honoring, message,

242
Vice-Chairman, United Community

Campaigns, 179
Treaties. See International agreements
Troast, Paul L., 230, 238
Truman, Harry S., President

Congressional subpoena, 243
News conference remarks on, 31, 37, 41,

54,109,243,249
Order re security information, 54, 109

Trust funds, old-age and survivors insur-

ance, 82, 84
Tully, Andrew F., Jr., 12, 15, 77, 230, 243
Tungsten supply, effect of Indochina war

on, 156
Turney, John R., 59
TVA. See Tennessee Valley Authority

Ulinski, John A., 41
UMT. See Universal Military Training

Unemployment, 249
Area assistance, 273

Unemployment insurance, extension of

coverage, 266
UNESCO. See United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization

UNICEF. See United Nations Interna-

tional Children's Emergency Fund
Unions. See Labor organizations

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
Joiners of America, 224

United Church Women, address, 205
United Community Campaigns
Memorandums, 115, 179
Recorded message, 196

United Daughters of the Confederacy con-

vention, remarks, 240
United Defense Fund
Campaign, 115, 179, 196

National Capital area, 127
Meeting, remarks, 45

United Kingdom, 256
Bermuda conference. See Bermuda

meeting of Western leaders

Butler, Richard Austen, 1 28
Churchill, Winston, 22, 77, 88, 126, 128,

187, 198, 208, 230, 254
Joint statement with Western leaders,

255
Coronation ceremonies, 109 and ftn. (p.

439)
Douglas (Lewis W.) financial and eco-

nomic mission, 176, 177
Eden, Anthony, 22, 254
Elizabeth II, 109 ftn. (p. 439)

Messages, 7, 34
Four-power conference on Germany and

Austria, proposed, 238
Iranian oil dispute, 1 29
London, 128, 225
Machinery for U.S. Department of De-

fense, British bids on, 54
Nuclear weapons, 256
Princess Margaret, 34
Queen Mother Mary, death of, 34
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United Kingdom—Continued
Soviet-U.K. talks on air safety over

Germany, 41
Storm disaster, 7, 8
U.S. Ambassador Winthrop Aldrich,

34 n.

U.S. relations with, 109
United Nations, i, 6, 26, 50, 89, 98, 191,

209, 210
Atomic energy for peaceful uses, Presi-

dent's address, 256
News conference remarks on, 265

Communist China, admission, question
of, 77,. 254

,

U.S. position in case of admission, 88
Complaint to, against violation of human

rights and freedom of association

in East Germany, proposed, 130 n.

Flag, display of, 133
General Assembly. See United Nations

General Assembly
Joint statement with Prime Minister St.

Laurent on, 247
Joint statement with Western leaders on,

255
Korea

Assistance to victims of fire in Pusan,

Police action in. See Korean war
News conference remarks, 12, 77, 88,

128,230,254,265
Security Council. See United Nations

Security Council
Technical assistance program, 89, 143
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

43
U.S. Representative (Henry Cabot

Lodge, Jr.), 187
United Nations, Secretary General (Dag

Hammarskjold) , 256, 272 n.

United Nations Charter, 43, 256
United Nations Commission on Human

Rights, message, 43
United Nations Day, United States Com-

mittee for, remarks, 191
United Nations Disarmament Commission,

238, 256

United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization, 77
United Nations General Assembly
Address on peaceful uses of atomic en-

ergy, 256
President (Madame Vijaya Pandiit),

210, 256
United Nations International Children's

Emergency Fund, 89, 143
United Nations Korean Reconstruction

Agency, 89, 148
United Nations Relief and Works Agency,

217
United Nations Security Council, 256

Action on Israeli-Arab dispute, 230
United Nations Truce Supervision Organi-

zation, findings re Israeli-Arab Jordan
River development dispute, 230

United Negro College Fund Luncheon,
remarks, 81

United Service Organizations, 45, 115,

.
127, 179, 196

United States Committee for United Na-
tions Day, remarks, 191

United States Information Agency, 89, 92,

230
Establishment under Reorganization

Plan 8, message, 91
Remarks to staff, 241
Responsibilities, directive, 231
Statement re, 151

United States Information Agency, Direc-

tor (Theodore C. Streibert) 151 n.,

230, 231 n.

United Steelworkers of America, 77
Universal Military Training, 15

Universities. See Colleges and universi-

ties

Urban expansion, 153
U.S. Military Academy, 80

U.S. Naval Academy, 81

Remarks to midshipmen, 80

USO. See United Service Organizations

U.S.S. Dorchester, 5
U.S.S.R. See Soviet Union
U.S.S. Williamsburg, 118
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Valley Forge, Pa., 137, 271
Vanderbilt University, 230
Van der Linden, Frank, 208, 230, 249
Van Fleet, Gen. James A.

Distinguished Service Medal, citation,

19
News conference remarks on, 12, 22, 41

Vegetable Week, National, recorded mes-

sage, 150
Velde, Repr. Harold H., 269
Venezuela

Caracas, 260
Lepervanche Parparcen, Rene, 48 n.

Vermont
Aiken, Sen. George D., 187, 268

Flanders, Sen. Ralph E., 77, 187

Johnson, Lt. Gov. Joseph B., 187
Veterans, 6, 144
On last trip of U.S.S. Williamsburg,

remarks, 118

Veterans Administration

Claims '

Hines, Fred P., 139
Morrison, Ethel H., 162

Webb, Mary Thaila W., 163
News conference remarks on, 22, 62

Veterans Affairs, Administrator of (H. V.
Higley), 269

Veterans Federation, World, 26

Veterans of Foreign Wars, 13

Veterans housing, 62
Veto Messages

Alexander, J. Don, tax refund claim,

107

District of Columbia, certain gasoline

filling stations, 149
Relief of

Gruhl, Helmuth W., 108

Hines, Fred P., 139
See also Memorandums of Disapproval

Vice President (Richard M. Nixon), 6,

33,54ftn. (p.205),i9on., 193
Appointment of members of Hoover

Commission, 145 n.

Letters

Foreign economic policy, 63

Vice President (Richard M. Nixon)

—

Continued
Letters—Continued

Refugees, admission to United States,

Resolution on subjugated peoples, 14
News conference remarks on, 198, 254,

265
Visit to Asia, 254, 265

Viet-Nam
Indochina war, U.S. assistance, 66
Joint statement with Western leaders on,

255
Vinson, Fred M., 198

See also Chief Justice of the United
States (Fred M. Vinson)

Virgin Islands, St. Thomas, 260
Virginia

Battle, Gov. John Stewart, 79
Birthplace of President's mother, 78, 79
Byrd, Sen. Harry Flood, 78
Drought, 230
Fort Myer, 150
Gubernatorial election, 128, 225, 230
Robertson, Sen. A. Willis, 78
Williamsburg, 78

Virginia Declaration, 79
Vishinsky, Andrei Y., 230
Visit of the President to Canada, 246,

247
News conference remarks on, 208, 243

Visitors, foreign

Eden, Anthony, 22
Mayer, Rene, 37
Paul I, 230, 232, 233
Queen Frederika, 230, 232, 233
Ruiz Cortines, Adolfo, 221

St. Laurent, Louis S., 208, 247
Voice of America, congressional investiga-

tion, 15, 22

Von Clausewitz, Karl, 31
Von Fremd, Charles S., 109

Wage and price controls, 6, 12 and ftn.

(p. 46)
Wages

Guaranteed annual wage, 77
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Wages—Continued
Minimum, 230, 265
News conference remarks, 77, 230, 265
See also Pay

War
News conference remarks, 62, 208

Nuclear, 50, 95, 1 14, 208, 256
War assets in United States, German,

claim of Col. Harry F. Cunningham,
168

War Claims Commission, 265
War production administration, 41
Waring, Fred, 212
Warren, Gov. Earl, 109 ftn. (p. 439)

Designation as Chief Justice of the

United States, 198

Warren, Lucian C, 31, 54
Washburn, Abbott, 2 n.

Washington, 150
Langlie, Gov. Arthur B., 156
Seattle, 156

Washington, D.C. See District of Co-
lumbia

Washington, George, 11, 240, 271

News conference remarks on, 31, 41

Water resources, conservation and devel-

opment, 153, 234, 268

Jordan River, 217, 230

Watson, Thomas J., 191

Wayne (Anthony) Library of American
Study, Defiance College, cornerstone-

laying ceremony, remarks, 215

Weapons, 50, 61

See also Bombs; Disarmament; Nuclear

weapons; Nuclear weapons tests

Webb, Mary Thaila W., relief of, disap-

proval, 163

Weeks, Sinclair. See Commerce, Secre-

tary of (Sinclair Weeks)

Weis, Judy, 68, 69

West Point, 80

Weyland, Gen. Otto P., 159

Wheat
Distribution pool, 1

2

Exports, 12, 95, 1 01

Wheat—Continued
For Pakistan drought relief, 95, 159
Approval of bill, 119
Message to Congress, 97
Message to Prime Minister Moham-
med Ali, 124

International Wheat Agreement, loi

Surpluses, 12

White (Harry Dexter) case, comments on,

243. 249
White House Conference of Governors,

remarks, 64, 67
White House Conference of Mayors, re-

marks, 262
White House Office

Adams, Sherman, 37
Beach, Comdr. Edward L., 229 n., 254

ftn. (p. 800)
Cutler, Robert, 2 n., 33, 266

Jackson, Charles D., 2 n., 33, 126, 254
ftn. (p. 800)

Press Secretary. See Hagerty, James C.

Shanley, Bernard M., 268
Snyder, Maj. Gen. Howard McC, 254

ftn. (p. 800)
Stephens, Thomas E., 254 ftn. (p. 800)

White House releases, partial list. Appen-
dix A, p. 863

Wildlife resources, 153
Wiley, Sen. Alexander, 54, 142, 268, 269

Letters, 56, 1 1

1

Willard, Ohio, remarks, 214
William and Mary College, inauguration

of 22d president, address, 79
Williams, John H., 22

Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan B., 212

Williamshurg,\J.^.^, 118

Williamsburg, Va., House of Burgesses, re-

marks, 78
Wilson, Charles E. See Defense, Secre-

tary of (Charles E. Wilson)

Wilson, Richard L., 12, 22, 31, 41, 54, 62,

88, 141, 208, 225, 238, 249
Wilson, Woodrow, 77, 88
Wisconsin

Congressional election, 225, 238
Kohler, Gov. Walter J., 15
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Wisconsin—Continued
McCarthy, Sen. Joseph R., 15, 22, 31,

37. 41. 109. 141. 269
O'Konski, Repr. Alvin E., 225
Ripon, 187
Wiley, Sen. Alexander, 54, 56, iii, 142,

268, 269
Zablocki, Repr. Clement J., 235

Wisdom, John, 220
Witnesses, immunity from self-incrimina-

tion, 249
Wolcott, Repr. Jesse P., 266

Woll,J.Albert,59
Women, invitations to White House meet-

ings, question of, 238
Wool imports, effect on price-support

program, letter, 131

Worcester, Mass., Mayor Andrew Hol-

strom, 117
World series, 198
World Veterans Federation, 26

World War I, 37, 45, 46, 50, 105, 192,

246
World War II, 45, 46, 50, 96, 192, 201,

216, 241, 246, 248, 256
African invasion, 234, 267
D-Day, 88
News conference remarks, 15, 22, 37, 88,

109, 128, 265

World War II—Continued
Prisoners of war held by Soviet Union,

50
Treaties, 12, 14, 15
Veterans, 144

Wright, J. Newman, 198
Wright, Orville, 267
Wright, Wilbur, 267
Wyatt, Joseph W., 59
Wyker, Mrs. James D., 205
Wyszynski, Stefan Cardinal, 198, 235

Yalta agreement, 12

Young, Sen. Milton R., 225
Young, Philip. See Civil Service Com-

mission, Chairman (Philip Young)
Young, Spencer (President, Board of

Commissioners, District of Colum-
bia), 261 n., 269

Young Republican Organization, National,

address, loi

Youth, U.S., comment on, 265
Yugoslavia, Marshal Josip Broz Tito, 31

Zablocki, Repr. Clement J., letter, 235
Zahedi, Fazollah, message, 1 78

Zinc and lead, production, consumption,

and importation, 228

o
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